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ROYAL COMMISSION ON MARKET BIGHTS AND TOLLS. 


Schedule of Inquiries held after the 31st October 1888 by Mr. Charles W. Black, 
Assistant Commissioner, arranged in alphabetical order. 


No. 

Where held. 

Date. 

1 

Pago 

1 

Armagh (supplemental) 

13th and 13th Mav 1889 

9 

2 

Portgleoone - 

SOlli November 1888 

5 

3 

Saintfield - 

19th November „ - - • 

1 

i 


Schedule of Inquiries held after the 31st October 1888 by Mr. John J. O’Meara, 
Assistant Commissioner, arranged in alphabetical order. 


No. 

Where held. 

Date. 

Page. 

1 

Arklow .... 

1st December 1888 

231 

2 

Bagenalstown - 

7th December „ • - - 

269 

3 

Balbriggan - ... 

8th December ,, 

278 

4 

Baltinglass .... 

13th December . 

284 

5 

Bray .... 

29Ui November „ - • - 

211 

6 

Bruff . ... 

16Ui November „ ■ - 

128 

7 

Caliir ... 

2nd November „ - - * 

59 

8 

Callan - ... 

I7th December „ - - - 

314 

9 

Cappawhite - - - - 

1 4th November „ * • • 

121 

10 

Carlow .... 

14th December „ - . 

292 

11 

Carrick-on-Suir ... 

5th November „ • • * 


12 

Cashel ... 

31st December „ . . 

343 

13 

Castlecomer ... 

15th December „ . - - 

307 

14 

Charleville - ... 

17th November „ - - - 

143 

15 

Clonmel .... 

3rd November „ ■ - - 

67 

16 

Oloyne ... 

23rd November „ - - 

195 

17 

Dungnrvan .... 

19th December „ - - - 

321 

18 

Enniscorthy ... 

4th December » * * 

246 

19 

Fermov ... 

2nd Januarv 1SS9 • - 

348 

20 

Gorev • 

3rd December 1888 

239 

21 

Kilkenny .... 

7th November „ . 

96 

22 

Kilmallock .... 

16tb November „ - - 

134 

23 

Kinsale .... 

21st November „ * - - 

173 

24 

Lismore ... 

20th December „ * * 

835 

25 

Macroom .... 

20th November „ - • - 

155 

26 

Midleton ..... 

22nd November „ - - 

182 

27 

New Boss ... 

6fh December „ • - ■ 

262 

28 

New Castle "West ... 

7th January 1889 

373 

29 

Queenstown ... 

24th November 1888 . - . 

203 

30 

-Bathkcale .... 

5th January 1889 - - - 

363 

31 

Tipperary .... 

1st November 1888 ... 

44 

32 

Waterford .... 

6th November „ - • - 

83 

33 

Wexford 

5tli December » * - • 

252 

84 

Wicklow .... 

30;h Nopember „ ♦ • - 

223 

35 

Yougbal ... 

3rd January 1889 ... 

357 
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IV 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF WITNESSES. 


Nuat). 


Adams, WiUiam Stewart 

Addy, William Henry 
Ahern, James 
Aiern, William 
Aiken, James 
Ambrose, Charles 

Archer. Forster 
Armstrong, Captain A. M. 

Ashe, Bichard 


Witness. 


Inquiry. 


Oecnpation. 


Name. 


Page. 


- Executor of David Crosset. former 

Lessee and Weighnmsler. 

- Farmer - - 

- Town Clerk - 

- Trader - - - 

- Secretary to Bridge Commis- 

sioners. 


Portglenone 


Armagh 

QnccDBtown 

Carrick-on-Suir 

Armagh 

Waterford 


5 

9 

203 

76 

9 

88 


• Agent to the Hamilton — Jones 


Waterford 

Portglenone 


83 

6 


Estate. 

• Solicitor; representing the joint 
Owners and the Lessee. 


Macroom 


155 


Bagenal, B. F. 
BaUr, Alfred 
Baneti, Thomas 
Bany, Edmond - 

Baxter, Bobert 
Beary, Michael - 
Behan, Patrick 
Best, Edwin 

Best, William J. 

Blackwell, James 
Boytl, WiUiam 
Boyd, William 
Brswiey, William 
fireen, Michael - 
Br^on 
Brisco, Bobert 
Brooks, John 


Brown, Thompson 
Browne, William A. 
Burke, Edward 
fiurke, Michael 
Byrne, John 
Byrne, John 
Byrne, Matthew 
Byrne, Patrick 
Byi-ne, Patrick 


- Owner - 

• Weighmaster ■ - - 

- Owner of Beam and Scale.a 

- Secretary to Trustees of Fair 

Green. 

Tinsmith ... 

- Acting Town Clerk 

- Weighmaster ... 

- Solicitor; representing ToUs 

Committee. 

- Magistrate ; member of James 

Best & Co., Mcrcbonts. 

• Town Commissioner 

- Besident ... 

- Owner of Butter Market 

- Ostler - . - 

- Town Commissioner - 

- Fai-mer - . 

- Lessee of Markets 

- Emjployed by Town Commis- 

sioners in obtaining signatures 
to the memorial. 

- Farmer ... 

- Town Clerk - - . 

- Farmer - 

- Bepresenting Owner 

Lessee of the Boundwood Fairs - 

- Weighmaster - . . 

- Fanner and Trader 

• Chairman of Town Commissioners 

- Cattle and Horae Dealer 


Bagenalstown 
Bray - 
KUmallock 
Midleton 

Armagh 

Dnngarrau 

Queenstown 

Armagh 

Armagh 

Rathkeole 
Portglenone 
Carrick-ou-Suir 
Armagh 
Tipperary - 
Arklow - 
Fermoy 
Armagh 


Armagh 

Wexford 

CaiTick-on-Suir 

Fermoy 

Wicklow 

Carlow 

Boltinglasa 

Goroy 

Baltinglass 


269 

211 

134 

182 


9 

321 

203 

9 


363 

5 

75 

9 

44 

231 

348 

9 


9 

262 

75 

848 

223 

292 

284 

239 

284 


CahiU, George D. 
Caldwell, George 
Callaghan, Martin 
CaUaghan, Owen 
Canoll, John 
Casey, Stephen 
Casey, William M. 

Chapman, John 
Clancy, David J. 


- Draper - 

- Bepresenting Owner 

- Resident - - 

- Besident - ... 

- Lessee of Markets and Fairs 

- Town Clerk ... 

■ Secretary to Butter Market 

Committee. 

- Manager of the Fairs 

- Town Olerk . 


KUmallock 

Tipperary 

B^enalstown 

Corrick-on-Suir 

Bruff 

Bathkeale 

Clonmel 

Wicklow 

Clonmel 


184 

44 

269 

75 

128 

363 

67 

228 

67 
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V 


Witnus. 

Inquiry. 


Name. 

OceepatioB, 

Name. 

Page. 

Clerv, Patrick • • 

Hon. Treasurer of Fmr Committee \ 

KilmaUock - - - 

134 

Goody, Patrick 

Chairman of Town Commissioners 

Callan . - - 

314 

CoSey James - 

Poultry Dealer 

Brav . - - 

211 

Collios, Peter . - - 

Town Commissioner 

Clonmel 

67 

Collins, Thomas 

Superintendent of Markets 

Carlow ... 

292 

Condon, Daniel - • - 

Chmrman of Town Commissioners 

Arklow - - - 

231 

Condon, Thomas J. • 

Member of Parliament 

Clonmel ... 

67 

Connolly, Jeremiah - • , 

Dealer ... 

Cashel • . - 

343 

Conway, James 

Butter Dealer ... 

Castlecomer 

307 

Corbr, John ... 

Town Clerk 

Cashel ... 

343 

Corcoran, Patrick 


Cashel . - - 

343 

CosgTore, Thomas 

Town Commissioner 

Youghal ... 

357 

Cotter, John 

Town Commissioner 

Fermoy 

34S 

Coomey, Thomas 

Toll Collector ... 

Kinsale ... 

173 

Creede, Cornelias 

Farmer ... 

Macroom ... 

155 

Cretan, James ... 

Trader 

Newcastle West 

373 

Cronin, Daniel 

Former Toll Collector 

Clovne - - 

195 

Crowe, Timothy 

Owner ... 

Cappawhite 

121 

Crowe, Thomos 

Former Toll Collector 

Cappawhite 

121 

Curlinjf, Charles 

C.B. ; Receiver 

Newcastle West 

873 

Curry, Francis E. 

Former Agent to Owner 

Lismore 

335 

Davey, John 


Saintfield 

1 

Dawson, Jeremiah 

Town Clerk ... 

Tipperarv 

44 

Deane, Colonel 

. 

Fermoy 

348 

Delalmnt, Thomas 

Chairman of Town Commissioners 

Wicklow 

223 

Desmond, Michael T. 

Butcher ... 

Macroom 

155 

DiUou, Edward 

Butter Weighmaster 

Carlow ... 

292 

Dillon, Patrick J. - - 

Borough Treasurer 

Kilkenny 

96 

Dolsn, Thomas 

Resident ... 

Armagh 

9 

Donnelly, John 

Representing Lessee 

Arklow 

231 

Doran, C. G. 

Architect and former Chairman 
of Town Commissioners. 

Queenstown 

208 

Douglas, Peter ... 


Baltinglass 

234 

Dowling, Thomas 

Former Agent to Owner 

Cappawhite - - 1 

121 

Dovle, James 

Weighmaster ... 

Castlecomer 

807 

Doyle, Michael 

Doyle, Michael ... 

Lessee of Fairs 

\ Bray ... 

211 

Representing Owner of Weigh* 
bridge. 

Baltinglass 

264 

Duffy, Charles ... 

Repi-e-senting the Lessee of Fair 
green. 

Bagenalstown 

2S9 

Duggan, Patrick 

Weighmaster - . - 

Cashel ... 

343 

Egan, P. M. 

Mayor 

Kilkenny 

96 

Erskine, Robert ... 

Flax Mill Owner 

Armagh 

< 9 

Evans, John ... 

Resident 

Arklow 

1 231 

1 

i'ahy, Thomas ... 

Resident . . . 

Armagh 

! 9 

Fisher, Patrick 

Cattle Dealer 

Charleville 

1 148 

Fitzgerald, J. Penrose 

Agent to Owner 

Midleton 

1 162 

Fitagerald, M. - - - 

Representing Lessee 

Charleville 

. 143 

Fit^enrv, Charles J. - 

Town Clerk ... 

Arklow ... 

231 

Flinter, William 

Owner of Weighing Scale 

Baltlnglas.<) 

i 234 

Flusk, Bernard 

Batcher . . . 

Gorey 

239 

Foster, Thomas ... 

Merchant • . - 

Armagh 

9 

Foi, Samuel - 

Fanner 

Armagh 

,Q 

Frazer, John 

Pork Dealer 

Armagh 

Saintfield 

9 

Fnlton, Thorns 

Medical Practitioner 

1 

Gallagher, William 

Solicitor ; representing Town 
Commi.'^sioners. 

Armagh 

9 

Gardner, James 

. Secretmy to Toll Committee 
a 3 

Armagh 

9 
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VI 


loqmrj- 


Name. 


Gardner, Samuel 

Garrett, J. H. Moore 
Gaskin, Joseph 
Gillespie, Robert - 

Gorman, John 
Gradj, Maurice 
Graham, M. J. 
Graham, William 
Gubbins, Michael 
Gnise, Major-General 


Oecupat!«u 


- Assistant Secretary to ToU 

Committee. 

- Agent to Oxraer 

• hterehant and Member of Toll 

Committee. 

- Dealer ... 

- Batcher - - - 

- Resident - 

- Town Commissioner 

• Resident ... 


Armagh 

Stiint£eld 

Ai'inagh 

Armagh 

Carlow 

Kilmoitock 

Gorey 

Gorey 

Edlmallock 


- Gorey 


Name. 


Pago. 


1 

9 

0 


- 292 
134 

' 239 

- 239 

- 134 

• 239 


Hallinan, Patrick 
Halloran, Michael 
Hatpin, Yen. Archdeacon - 
Hammond, John 
Hampton, Christopher 
^nly, Edward 
Hannigan, John 
Hording, Chai’lea 
Hurley, William 
Harper, Aiden 
Harris 

Hai-ris, William 
Hart ... 
Hutnett, Thomas 
Hayden, John 
Healy, Maurice 
Healy, Timothy 
Hegarty, Michael 
Henley, Arthur 
Heron, John 
Hickey, John 
Hogan, Thomas 
Houston, Bev. John 
Howard, Joseph 
Hughes, John 
Hunt, Vere 
Hutchmsou, Matthew 
Hutson, Richard 


• Magistrate ... 

• Joint Owner of Tolls 

• Clioirman of Town Commissioners 

- Farmer ... 

- Supei'intendeut of Markets 

- Trader 

• Magistrate 

- Butter Buyer - 

- Butter Dealei- 

- Farmer . 

- Resident 

- Weighmaster 

. Town Clerk - 

- Town Clerk ... 

- Weighmaster - 

- Town Clerk 

- Weighmaster - - - I 

. Town Commissioner - - I 

- Chairman of Town Commissioners ' 

- Presbyterian Minister 

- Town Clerk - . . ! 

• Former Hotel Propn’etor 

. Magistrate ... 

- Chairmau of Town Commissioners 
. Former Corn Merchant 


Midleton 

Tipperary 

Bathkeale 

Carlow 

Armagh 

Midleton 

Arklow 

Charlevillc 

Tipperary 

Enniscorthy 

Kilmnllock 

Tipperary 

Charlevilie 

Youghol 

Wicklow 

Lismore 

Mucroom 

Hin.sale 

Bagemilstown 

Wexford 

Lismore 

Einsale 

Portglonone 

Waterford 

Armagh 

Cappawhite 

New Ross 

Arklow 


182 

44 

363 

292 

9 

182 

231 

143 

44 

246 

134 
44 

143 

337 

223 

335 

135 
173 
269 
252 
333 
173 

3 

83 

9 

121 

262 

231 


Jack, Alexander 
Jefiriee, William 
JohasoQ, Stanley 
Jones, John 


• Merchant 

- Dealer 

. Resident 

- Farmer 


> Portglenone 

- Fermoy 

- Carlow 

. Bnteinglass 


5 

848 

292 

284 


Kearney, Bernard 
Keatinge, Michael 
Kehoe, P. J. 
Kelliher, Andrew 
Kelliher, Cornelius 
Kelliher, Daniel 
Kelliher, Michael 
Kelliher, S. 

Kelly, James 
Kelly, Thomu.* • 
Keneally, J. E. 
Kennedy, David 
Kennedy, Patrick 
Kenny, Martin P. 
Keogh 

Keogh, Henry 
Kerwick, Michael 
King, Edward 
Knipc, Thomas 
Knox, R. D., Rev. 


- Town Commissioner 

- Lessee of Markets 

- Town Commissioner 

- Toll Collector - - 

- Market Assistant 

. Manager of Markets and Fairs • 

- Corn Merchant and Spirit Dealer 

- Town Clerk - 

• Weighmaster - - - . 

- Town Clerk ... 

- Member of Markets Committee • 

- Town Commissioner 

- Member of Markets Committee - 

- Weighmaster - 

- Town Cleric . 

- Farmer 

Farmer and M?H Owner 

• Church of Ireland 


Arklow 

Cahir 

Bagcnal.stown 

Maci'oom 

Charlevilie 

Macroom 

Fermoy 

Macroom 

Cai'low 

Cnllou 

Kilkenny 

Newcastle West 

Rathkeale 

Castlecomer 

Dungorvan 

New Rosa 

Callun 

Baibriggau 

Armagh 

Saintdeld 


231 

59 

269 

155 

143 

155 

348 

155 

292 

314 

96 

373 

363 

307 

821 

2G2 

314 

278 

9 

I 
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laqiury. 


La£n, Thomas 
ly&ndjr, Bicbard 
lAngtoQ, Stephen 
Lester, George H. 
Loftus, William 
Loughiin, Michael 
lioughran, George 
Ljnch, Daniel 
Lyons, Roger 


McCarthy 
McCarthy, Denis 
McCurthy, John 
McCnrthy, John 
McCarthy, Thomas 
McCluskey, Patrick 
ilcCluskey, William 
McCreesb, John 
McCullagh, Samuel 
McDonagh, Patrick 
McDonnell, John 
McKee, Samuel 
McLaughlin, James 
McLaughlin, John 


McNeice 

M'Creesb, Tboinaa 
M'Donold, Thomas 
Mabony, James 
Mahony, 'rhomas 
Maloner 


Malongue 
Mannix, John J. 


Massey, Francis A. 
Millar, Michael 
Mooney, Ber. M. 
Moore, Samnel 
Moran, Thomas 
Morril, Peter 
MorteU, Philip 
Moylan, John 
Mullen, Coptain 
Wulqueen, J. 
Murphy, Daniel - 
Morphy, Edward 
Murphy, John 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murphy, Peter 
Murray 
Murray, C. 
Murray, John 


O’Brien, James 
O’Brien, Peter 
O’Brien, Thomas 
O’Byme, Matthew 
O’Connor, John 
O’Connor, Timothy 
O’Donnell, Patrick 
O’Grormas, James 


Chairman of Town Commissioners | 
Town Clerk - - - | 

Chairman of Town Commissioners I 
Farmer - 
Sergeant E.I.C. 

Town Commissioner 

Farmer 

Draper 

Leasee of Fish Market 


Cashel 

Carrick-on-Suir 

Bray 

Armagh 

Salntfield 

Youghal 

Armagh 

Macrooio 

Dungarvan 


Solicitor 

Town Commissioner 
Draper 

Checker of Accounts 
Former Town Commissioner 


■ I Chairman ofTown Commissioners 
• \ Resident - - 


I Town Clerk ... 

I ’I'owii Clerk - . - 

I Boot Factor 
I Draper 
I Resident 

I Secretary to Fair and Markets 
Committee. 

I Farmer - 

I Pensioner ... 

I Superintendent of Markets 
j High Constable 
* Clerk to Poor Law Union 
' Head Constable 
Trader 

Chairman of Town Commissioners 
I hical and Flour Merchant 
' Auctioneer - • 

i Parish Priest - • - 

' Sergeant R.I.C. 

- I I.es&ee of Markets 

- I Corn Merchant 

- Game Dealer - * • 

- I Weighmaster • - 

- j Receiver 

- j Weighmaster 


Newcastle West 

Midlelon 

Midleton 

Macroom 

Dungarvan 

Balbriggan 

Balbriggan 

Ami^h 

Midleton 

Bray 

Newcastle West 
Sointfield 
Armagh 
Portglenone 


Armagh 

Armagh 

Annagh 

Waterford 

Castlecomer 

BaseiiaUtown 

Clonmel 


Cburlcrille 
i Cahir 
I Balringlass 
I Enniscorthy 
Baltinghiss 
. Cbarleville 
Newcastle West 
Macroom 
Tipperaiy 
M^room - 
Clonmel 
Macroom 

I Kinsale 
Gorey 
I Arklow 
Wicklow 
I Bagenalstown 


Town Commissioners 


Chairman of Town OommlssioDers I Lismore 


• I Wicklow - 

- I Enniscorthy 
j Town Commissioner - - j Bray 

I Cattle Dealer • - - . Cbarleville 

; Trader - - - Newcastle West 

! Farmer - - Cahir 

I Chairman of Town Oommifisioners Enniscorthy 

a 4 
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Tin 


Name. 


0'Ke»TQeY,P. R. 

O’Kellj, £.P. 

O’Loughiume, William 
O’Meara, Francis 
O’Meara, J. F. 

O’NeiQ 
O’Neill, Rev. 

O’Neill, Thomas 
O'Shea, James J. 

O’Sullivan 
O’Sullivan, J. J. 

O’Sullivan, Richard, Captain 
Orwell, Charles 




Inquiry. 


Oocapation. 


Name. 


Pago. 


Agent to Owner 

Owner of Scales 

Trader 

Auctioneer 

Solicitor 

Resident 

Parish Priest 

Town Clerk 

Town Clerk 

Solicitor 

Merchant 

Former Town Commissioner 
Pork Buyer 


Cbarleville 
Baltinglass 
Oahir 
Bruff 
Waterford 
Balbriggan - 
Bagenolstown 
Gorey 
Toughal 
Carrick-on-Snir 
• Kilmallock 
Queenstown 
- Armagh 


143 

281 

69 

128 

83 

278 

269 

239 

357 

75 

134 

203 

9 


Peel, Thomas G. 

Perrse, Captain 
Perry, Nathaniel 
PheUa, William 

Pbilpott, Robert 
Power, Michael 
Price, J- N. Blackwood, Major 


Town Clerk ... 

• Magistrate • ... 

• Draper ... 

- Hon. Secretary to Markets and 

Fairs Committee. 

• Resident ... 

- Chairman of Town Commissioners 

- Representing Owner 


Armagh 
BagonalstowD 
Saintfield 
Newcastle West 

Arklow 

Currick.OQ.Suir 

^intfleld 


1 

378 


231 

76 

1 


Qntn, Tobias 
Quinn, Thomas 
Quirke, Patrick 


- Trader 

- Farmer 

- Solicitor ; representing 

Commissioners. 


Town 


Oloyne 

Armagh 

Carrick>OQ-Suir 


195 

9 

75 


Rea, James 
Redmond, Patrick 
Redmond, Patrick 
Redmond, Peter 
Rice 

Richardson, Nicholas G. 
Riordan, Timothy 
Roberts, George 0. 
Roche, William 
Rochford, William 
Rooney, Michael 
Ryan, Michael 
Ryan, P, 

Ryan, Thomas 


- Farmer 

- Borough Inspector 

- In.spector of Markets 

- Grocer 

- Agent to Owner . 

- Moi'ket Assistant 

- Agent to Owner 

- Clerk to Poor Law Union 

- Representing Owner 

• Farmer 

• Representing Weighroaster 

- SoOcitor ; representing Lessee 

- Resident 


Saintiield 

Kilkenny 

New Ross 

Gorey 

Fennoj 

Castlecomer 

Macroom 

- Enniscortby 
Midleton 
Cabir 
Widdow 
Tipperary 
Cbarleville 

- Cappawbito 


1 

96 

- 262 

- 289 
.348 

' 307 

166 

- 246 
182 

59 

228 

44 

143 

- 121 


Saunders, Thomas 
Scott, Henry 
Scott, J, A. 

Seavar, J. 

Seijesnt, The Town 
Shackleton, P. D. 
Sheedy, John 
Sheelu^ David, jun. 
Sheehy, George L. 
Sheehy, Joseph 
Shelley, Thomas 
Sherry, George 
Sherry, John 
Shortall, Michael 
Simpson, William 
.Shmott, Daniel 
Stnilh, Joseph .f 


- Magis^te 

• Farmer 

- Towo Councillor 

- Town Commissioner 

- Owner of Flour Mill 

- Town Clerk 

* Owner 
Farmer 

* Shopkeeper 

- Cattle Dealer 

- Cattle Dealer . 

- Farmer 

• Mill Owner 

- Town Clerk , 


Cbarleville 

Armagh 

Gorey 

.. Balbriggan 
Cashel 
Carlow 

- Fermoy 
Cloyne 

Newcastle West 
. Rathkeale 
Callan 
Armagh 
Armagh 

- Castlecomer 

- Armagh 

• Balbriggan 

• Wicklow 5 


- 143 

9 

• 239 

- 278 
343 

- 292 

- 348 
106 

- 378 

< 363 

• S14 
. n 
' 0 

- 307 

•9 

278 

. 223 
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IX 

WtUiess. 

loqniry. 

Some. I 

OcunpadoD. 

Name. 

Page. 

Stoke?, Joseph • 

Farmer ... 

Armagh ... 

9 

Storey, John 

Farmer ... 

Arklow 

231 

Sub-Sanitary Officer, The 

- 

Midleton 

182 

SuUiriin, Denis 

Market Su|'erintendent - 

Kilkenny 

96 

Sullivan, John - - . 

Trader ... 

BruS ... 

128 

Summers, James 

Merchant ... 

Armagh 

9 

Switz er , J bn 

Town Commissioner - 

Balbkeale 

363 

Timpson, WjUiam 

Alderman - 

Wexford 

252 


Town Clerk 

New Ross 

262 

Tower, Francis - - - 

Former ... 

Armagh ... 

» 

Tovvnsend, H. H. 

Agent to Owner 

Tipperary 

44 

Townsend, H. H. 

Agent to Owner 

Queenstown 

203 

Tuohy, John 

Toll Collector 

Wexford 

252 

Usher, Richard 

Magistrate and Butter Weigh' 

Dungarvan 

.121 


master. 



Vale, John - 

Manager of Butter Market 

Waterford 

83 

Vigors, Colonel 

Magistrate 

Bagenalstown 

260 

Wall 

Poor Law Gaordian 

Canick-on-Suir - 

75 

Wall, John . _ . 

Deputy Butter Taster 

Duiigun’an 

321 

Wallace, William 

Farmer ... 

1 Portglenone 

i) 

Walsh, Maurice 

Lessee of Tolls 

1 Dungurvan 

321 

WnUh, Robrrt 

Trader 

Clovne 

105 

Walsh, Thomas 

VVeighmaster 

Lismore 

335 

Walsh, Thomas 

Detder - 

Gallon - - . 

314 

Ward, William 

Chftimrtn of Town Commis- 

Bageualstown 

260 


sioners. 



Warren, John B. • 

Town Clerk 

Bagenalstown 

260 

Whelan, Thomas 

Farmer 

Fermoy 

348 

White 

Resident - 

Cashel 

343 

Wilkinson, Thomas 

Town Clerk - 

Enniscorthy 

246 

Williamson, William H. 

Weighmastor 

Saintdcltl 

1 

Wood, Thomas - 

Town Commissioner 

Cashel 

1 343 
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Memorandum as to the Duties to be assigned to the Assistant 
Commissioner. 


) . To visit any place wtich may be selected by the CommissionerB, and if so directed, 
to hold an inquiry there, such inquiry to be open to the public. 

2. To arrange "with the Local Authorities and Market Owners the time and place of 
such inquiry. 

S. To give sufficient notice of such inquiry by advertisement in some local 
newspaper. 

4. To inspect the markets and report generally thereon. 

"Where a market is held wholly or partially in the open air, to report whether the 
market is held in a street or in an open space. 

5. To inquire as to — 

(a.) Tolls alleged to be due by prescriptive right where the market was 
onginated by Charter. 

(Z».) The income derived severally from tolls, stallages, and rents of market 
standings, rents of shops, dwelling-houses, taverns, and other descriptions 
of property connected with the market. 

(tj.) Birpenditure on the market and cost of management. 

(d.) The application of surplus revenue. 

(e.) The provision for reducing debt, if any. 

6. To investigate complaints received by the Commissioners or Assistant Commis- 
sioner respecting — 

(a.) The management of the market. 

(6.) Insufficiency of accommodation. 
f(3.) Rate of tolls and other charges. 

(d.) Inequality of tolls, &c, — 

i. as between persons ; 

ii. as between commodities. 

(o.) Tolls taken more than once on the same ai’ticlo. 

{/.) Tolls taken on days not authoiised. 

(g.) Tolls taken on goods not brought into the market. 

(h.) Restrictions on trade — 

i. within the market. 

ii. without the market. 

7. To inquire as to the possibility of obtaining returns of prices of commodities sold 
in the market. 

To report from time to time to the Commission the result of such inquiries, together 
with any special circnmBtances which the Sub-Commissioner may think deserving of 
notice. “ 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON MARKET RIGHTS AND TOLLS. 


Saintfield, 19tli November 1888. 


Major J. X. Blackwood Price examined. 14,343. la it tout idea that the local magistrates should 

,, ^ , fix the hoar for holding the markets f — I think th^ 

14.321. (Mr. Commissioner Black.) Who la the owner of should, as they understand the wonts of the people. It 

themarketnghtsofSaintfieldP— My father. James Charles be much better, in mv opinion, if they took the 

Price, is the owner of the rights. matter into their management.' 

14.322. Can you give me particulars of the patent under U. W4-5. There ore no town commissioners here, or any 
which those rights were granted ?— No, I am afraid I cannot |„cal authority except the poor law guardians 7— No local 
give you all the iKirticiilara. All I know about it is that it authority. The streets of the town are kept up by the 
was granted in the twenty-ninth of the reign of William coun^. 

. Jfn . , ... n V. I {Hr. J.H.Hoore Garrett, J.P. {agent qfthePriee Estate).) 

14,328. hat u the market day here ?— Monday. j wish to state that the qoit-rent of the patent to which 

14.324. lliere are no tolls. I understand, levied here?— reference bos been made amounts to I9s. 2o. per annum. 


None whatever. 

14.325. What is the fair day in Saintfieldp — ^The last 
Wednes^y of each month. 

14.326. There is a fair held every month ? — ^There is. 

14.327. You have no market accommodation except that 
provided by the market house 1 — ^That is all. 

14.328. All the other business oftbc markets, except tbe 
weighing, is conducted on the streets ? — It is. 

14.329. You say there are no tolls whatever levied? — 
None, except for the weighbridge. The people using it pay 
BO much for the weighing of their goods, liut I consider it is 
not exactly in connexion with tbe markets. 

14.330. Can you give me particulars of the charges for 
weighing?— No, I cannot, but you can get them from the 
weighmaster. 

14.331. Tbe weighnuister is employed by your fiitber? — 
He is, and is paid 8s. per month. 

14.332. 'The people here, I understand, complain of the 
want of regulation in the markets ? — ^I hey do. 

14.333. What time does the market open in the morn- 
ing ? — Sometimes about half-past two o'clock. 

14,334 Is that the regular hour for commencing busi- 
ness ? — Yes. about that time. 

14,335. "What is principally sold in this early market ? 
— ^gs and fowl. 

14,385. No corn or an^hing of that kind is sold at that 
hour P— No, nothing of tnat kmd is sold here at any time. 

14.337. Where ia corn sold in the neighbourhood ? — It 
goes chiefly to i^llyniahinch or Downpatrick. 

14.338. The general complaint about the markets of 
Saintfield is simply the want of regulation? — ^Yes; the 
hour at which business is commenced is the principal 
objection. 

14.339. Market rights ere really not enforced Iwe?— 
There is nothing paid by anyone except for weighing. 
Mr. Price receives nothing out of the markets, but instead 
he has to pay a quit-rent of something like 19s. a year 
for the patent. 

14.340. And, beaidea, he has to pay the weighmaster? — 
Yes, 8s. a month. 

14.341. 1 suppose there is no such thing here as factors 
or brokers through which market business is carried on P — 
No. 

14.342. This is simply an open msrkrt, conducted by tbe 
T^ple themselvesP — Yes, witnoutany restriction whatever, 
^e people do prettymuch as they please, and can hold the 
market in any part of the town, or at aOT hour they 
choose. Tbe lower portion of the town ia the most con- 
venient place, as it is near the railway, and the people hold 
it cbiefiy there. Besides it is near the leading nrad from 
Bel&stto Downpatriok, and that is another consideration. 
These are the only reasons that I know for holding the 
market in tbe lower end of the town. 


14.346. IJ/r. Conwusaionn Black to vitness.) Do yon 
think it would be derirable that sales of fat cattle sbr-*' 
be conducted by weight, and should be rendered : 
pulsory in that way ?— There is nothing of the kind I.- 
selUng fat cattle by weight, but 1 approve of it, and I 

it would be beneficial to tbe farmer. 

14.347. You say that selling cattle by weight is not 
known here ? — No, not in tbe market. 

14.348. Wbat are sold cbieflyin the fairs of Saintfield? — 
Fat cattle, springing cattle, horses, calves, sheep, and an oc- 
casional goat or two. There ore also chums, wooden utensils, 
and that lort of ware. I forgot to mention that large 
numbers of pigs are also sold in our fairs. 

14.349. There are no tolls or stallages enforced at tbe 
fairs P — None. 

14.350. And, of course, you hare no rules made for the 
regulation of either markets or fairs P — No. 

14.351. Do you keep a lecord of the price of articles 
sold in Saintfield markets or fairs? — We do not, so far as I 
know. 


Wm. Henry Williamson examined. 

14.352. (.Vr. Commissioner Black.) You are the weigh- 
master here P — 1 am. 

14.353. What are the charges levied by you ? — Fivepenee 
for eMb head ci cattle (fat or otherwise) weighed ; 2 d. for 
each live or dead pig weighed ; Id. for each bag of com, 
potatoes, or any otner commodity weighed; and 3d. for 
each cartload weighed. 

14.354. That is 3d. for every load of produce or other 
material whatever it may be P — Yes, for any deseriptlon of 
cart 

14.365. 'rhe 5d. you refer to as the charge on black 
lattlc is inmosed only when the animals are weighed? — 
Quite 60 . It is a charge for weighing fat cattle. 

14.366. You also charge Id. per bag for weighing articles 
that might be brought to market in that way P — Yes, 
Id. a bag for wheat, or oats, or potatoes, or anything of tbe 
kind. 

14.357. Do you evfr weigh any black cattle here P.^ — Noj 
there have been none weighed that 1 remember. 

14.358. And for how long have you been wdgbmsster P 
— For atent 10 years. 

14.359. Yon have never heard anyone asking to have an 
■niinftl weighed when alive P — Very s^om. I have 
weighed a hull now and agm, just to give tbe owner an 
idea of its weight, or semetimes such animals are sold on 
wnlf st so mum per pound, and at other times just by the 
look of the eye. 

14.360. Do many articles come here to be weighed F — 
I have told you the articles that come, but they certmnly 
do not come in large quantities. 
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ll.POl How many carts would you weigh ia the year?==- 
I could not give you on idea, as I Iceep no record. Perhaps 
at times there micht be three in the week, sometimes six or 
seven, or it maybe only two. 

14.363. But whatever the number is you get 3d. for 
weighing each cart?— Yes, I do. 

14.363. And those receipts go into your own pocket ? — 
They do, in addition to the m. a month I get from Mr. 
Price. 

14.3C4. 'VMiat amount of potatoes are weighed ? — There 
ure not many potatoes weighed, except in the spring season, 
and up till the let of May. There might then be four loads 
in a day weighetl, but that would only be once a week, on a 
Monday, the market day. 

14,363. Does any butter come here to be weighed ? — 
None. The parties who buy butter provide the weighing 
accommodation themselves. 

14.366. They bring tlieir own beam, scales, and weights P 
— They do. They have each a house, which they rent by 
'.he week for the purpose of carrying on their business. 

14.367. What other accommodation have you for public 
weighing besides the weighbridge? — ^There is a pair of 
large awes on which pigs ate weighed when brought to 
market. 

14.368. Do the parties who buy buttermake a charge for 
weighing it with their own beams and scales ?— Th^ do 
not. They buy it at so much per pound, and pay tor it 
fully. 

14.369. Does any pork come to this market? — None. 
A shopkeeper may now and again buy a few dead pigs and 
weigh them here, and in that case is charged for each 
carcase. 

14.370. Are you awore of any deductions being made by 
buyers from the iirices they propose to rive to the eellora 
or from the weight of the articles P — No ; they pay fully 
for wliatever they buy. 

14.371. The^ do not deduct anything for porterage or 
anything of this kind? — Nothing whatever, but I suppose 
if there was a market fixed like other towns they would. 


Dr. Tuomas Fultok e-xaniined. 

14.372. (Air. Commusioner Black.) I understand you wish 
to submit some evidence with regard to the fairs and markets 
of Saintfield ? — Yes. I have Men asked to make a state* 
ment with regard to the fairs and markets of this town, 
dealing with the ciroumstances under which they ore held. 

I have been a resident of Saintfield for upwards of 22 years, 
and I believe I have a thorough knowledge of w'bat tbe 
town requires, and the objections which the people for 
miles round have to the present ^stem. The fairs are 
held in a very irregular manner, so w as arrangements for 
selling the different products brought there are concerned, 
whether live stock or goods. The horse fair is held upon 
the main street, and the animals are shown up and down 
the street, so that there is no room for pedestrians to pass 
with safe^, not is there room for cattle to pass from the 
upper end of the town to the railway station. In con- 
setmence of this a great many ii^uries hai’e been received ; 
in tact, there is scarcely a fair day upon which there arc not 
some accidents treated by myself, and other medical men, 
I presnme, are called upon to perform stmQar duties. 
Indeed, in one instance death resulted from on accident 
receii'ed owing to a horse being shown on the public sb'eet. 
I think also that some better airaiigemcnt should be made 
for the sale of young pigs, or creel pigs as they are called. 
I Imve seen as many os 150 carta of these pigs lining the 
street on both sides from the square down as far as the 
bank ; and when the length of two carts is taken off 
the width of the street it Iraves but a small space between 
for the passage of animals or individuals. The place in 
which the pigs called “ shots” are sold is not a very con- 
venient one, and as for the goats exposed for sale they ore 
sbown on the footpaths or tied to the railbigs of the Presby- 
terian ChriTch. 1 do not think there can be any objection 
raised to the accommodation provided for cattle, as the 
space is large; in fret, it is an open common. 

14.373. What size is it? — I should say about two statute 
acres. Tbe surface of the fair green is rocky, and affords a 
capital foundation. With regard to the markets, they 
commence at an early hour ; sometimes, I think, they 
encroach upon the Sabbath day. I know, at any rate, the 
people must begin to prepare for them on the Sabbath, and 
this interferes with their enjoyment of the day set apart for 
rest. For miles round, thore'intending to beat the ma* ♦ 


on Monday morning must beadn to prepare on Sund^ 
afternoon and evening, which I look unon os a great hnrd- 
ship. I have travelled round Saintfield a good deal during 
tbe night, nnl the people, I know, sit up on Sunday night 
to be fn readiness to start for the early market. Owing to 
tlio earlv hour at which the market is held, the fowl 
dealers, In order to be the early bird for the early worm, 
go out on the Sabbath afternoons and scour the country, 
looking out to secure tbe best fowl, 'niia is a thing I know 
myself is repeatedly done, and that being so, it is the 
general feeling of the community round about Saintfield 
for miles that the market is badly arranged, and that the 
hour should be changed. 

14,374 But who should make the change you desire ; 
should it he Major Price, or should it be entrusted to one 
magistrate ? — I do not believe it should be entrusted to one 
magistrate. I think, where there is no corporate body, a 
matter of this kind should be entrusted to the men of 
business. I have no doubt they would be the best class to 
which the orraugement of a thing like this could bo en- 
trusted. The landlord of the district, or bis agent, might, 
of course, be an ex-officio member of such a coininittee, 
but to teust it to the magistrates of the petty sessions 
district would be out of place. The mriority of tbe magis- 
trates who attend the court at Saintfield do not belong to 
the town, and have comparatively little interest in it. 

14,375. Your idea is, tlien,to form a market comnuttee ? 
— Yes, of the business men of the town ; but, us I have 
already arid, there might be one two ex-officio members in 
the person of the landlord or his agent, or Mrior Ifrice, to 
whom no one would object. As a uiagistrate, 1 would have 
no desire to act on such a committee. My great desire is to 
see prosperity returning to Saintfield, and, a.<t a professional 
man, I woul^ not core to interfere ; I would rather leave it 
to the business men, who are the proper parties to deal 
with it. 

14, .376. Would you give this committee power to levy 
tolls? — I think they sbonld have such power. If the 
markets were enlarged and had proper accommodation 
provided for farm produce, then I think a toll sufficient 
to cover the ex|>ense of working the markete should be 
provided. 

14.377. Yon do not think the levying of a small toll 
would interfere with the progress of the markets P — 1 do not 
think it would, and besides it would give some one an 
interest in locking after them. 

14.378. Bui you think the toll should he limited ? — It 
should in a place like this be very small, and by no means 
of a prohibitory character. 

14.379. Would you fix that toll so as to permit of any 
profit being made off the markets P— That would be a ques- 
tion for after consideration. They would leave it an open 
question whet they would do with tbe surplus or lu-ofit, if 
such should arise. 

14.380. Is there anything else. Dr. Fulton, to whiclr you 
wish to refer ?-—You asked a question, Mr. Commissioner, 
of one of the nutnessea with reference to the weighing of fat 
cattle and their sole by weight. There are a great many fat 
cattle brought to Sniotfield and sold, and so far as their 
sale by weight is concerned, I believe some farmers would 
take advantage of it, although it has not hitherto been 
done here. 

14.381. The question is whether it would be desirable that 
sales should be made by weight, and that the system should 
he rendered comp;ilsory ?— Well, I do not think it should 
be compulsory by any means. I am of opinion it sliould 
be left optional to sell by weight or otherwise, as the owner 
might feel inclined. 

14.382. The miy the law stands at present is this, that 
wherever a toll is levied on cattle the owner of the market 
must provide a weighbridge capable of weighing such cattle, 
if it is deenmd necessary by either buyer or seller 7— 'The 
weighbridge ia already provided. 

14.383. The question then ia whether Parliament should 
go farther and say that all fat cattle should be weighed'and 
sold by weight. I may tell you that the cattle doalora 
are opposed to it ?— Well, I thmk if tliey are opposed, the 
farmers should be in favour of it. 

14.384. Is there anything el» to which you wish to refer P 
— Nothing that I know of. 

14.385. Wliat lime is the market usually over ; I mean the 
mrket which begins so early in the morniog?— In summer 
the fowl market commences about two o'clock in the 
morning ; m winter it does not begin so early but it ia 
generally over at five o’clock. The owners of fowl, after 
bnngiDg them to the market and selling them, have to go 
home sgain, often a distance of some miles, so that they 
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may return again with their eggs and butter. The peopie 
are thus required to make two jonme.TS where one might 
do. Another thing, owing to the early hour, there is every 
&uril% giveu to poachers to sell their produce. There are 
two tensive demesnes close to Smnllield, and I know 
they ore well pillaged, and the booty brought to the early 
market and sold. It is, of course, sold secretly, but this 
could not take place if the market was held at any reasoti- 
ahle hour. Bad money is also passed in the darkness of 
the morning. 1 bare heard that a farthing has often been 
giren for half a sovereign. 

14.386. Have the people no light by means of which to 
conduct the sales .°»^ey have no light except that of the 
moon, and when she is full, as sheisnow, it does pretty well. 
Sometimes they strike a match on the street, and t^ to 
work by its aid. Perhaps one or two of the publicans 
might be averse to the hours of the market being changed, 
as It is an advantage to them to keep ibeir houses open. 
My opinion is the hour should be changed, and this would 
do axvay with the necessity of having these houses 
open. 

14.387. (Rec. A. D. Knox, Church of Ireland.) I wish to 
add, Mr. Commissioner, that holding the market so early 
^ves facilities to poachers and fowl stealers to get rid of their 
game by selling tnem to the dealers wlio come here. 

( Dr. FriUon.) I have just told that fact to the court. I 
have just been told by a gentleman who knows well what 
this market is, that a barrowful of fowl was brought into 
Sointfield at 11 o’clock Inst night to be in time for the 
market. 1 see often myself, in driving round Saintfleld, 
that this early market interferes with the sanctity of the 
Lord’s Day. 


Mr. Sasicel McKee e.\amined. 

14,888 (3/r. Commistioner Black.) You are a draper, 
trading in the town of Siiintfield ? — Yes, I carry on the 
drapery business here. 

14,389 You have heard the evidence of Dr. Fulton and 
of Major Price ; do you agree with it generally 7 — Ido. I 
think that the fowl market should be kept back till eight 
o’clock. If this were done it would be better for both 
buyer and seller, and all parties would be surisfied with it. 

14,300. Do you think this cxtruoplinory early market is 
the fault of the buyers ortbe sellers? — I think it is the fault 
of the seUers, and for this reason : 1 had a conversation ivith 
Mr. Gilmore, of Belfast, a large buyer of fowl here, and 
he told me there bad been an arrangement entered into 
some time ago not to commence the market till eight 
o’clock or so, and lor two or three davs he did not come 
before that hour. He, however, was oliligcd to give that 
up, as other buyers wsotiog to get the pick of the fowl 
found the sellera to come as early as they choose, and 
when be came he had to buy at a premium, or bay noneat 
all. It was this &ct which obligeil him to change tc the 
old hoar. I had also a corresjwndencc wHh Mr. Mason, 
nf Crossgar, another large buyo- of fowl, and he states : 
“lam sorry I cannot attend the meeting tn*d^. I will 
“ give my vote with the greatest of pleasure, l have not 
“ been in the market hut once these last five weeks, and 
“ if they do not ace their way tc get it stopped I will 
“ stop ^ing to it. It is impossible for anyone to lay out 
“ money so early in the morning. 1 hope you will succeed 
“ to-day.” 

14,361. Is Mr. Mason an e.'ctensive buyer? — ^Yes, very 
extensive. 

14.392. Have you any Idea of the number of fowl brought 
to haintfield Merket? — Noteiactly, but I know the number 
ia large; and I might say further, that the quality of 
fowl, and also of butter and eggs, brought here is con- 
sidered to be very good, 'ilie buyers say they cannot get 
better anywhere, ana that being eo, ft is a pity that the 
market is not better regulated, so that all might get the 
advantage. 

14.393. What is your opinion with reference to the 
conduct of the market ; wonld you prefer the matter being 
left to a market committee P — Yes, I think the matter 
should be left to such a committee, who should have the 
power of appeal to the magistrates to carry out their 
decuions. 

14.394. Do you think any tolls should be levied? — I 
believe none should be levied except the committee gave 
some benefits to the public. If they gave advantages, it is 
my opinion that tiic public should pay, and ui^er the 
circumstances I suppMe they would be willing. 

14.395. Are you aware if any tolls arc levied here with 
respect to the fair green f — I have not heurtl, 
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14.396. Do you agree with Dr. Fulton as to the confusion 
existing at the fairs ? — do. I have always held that the 
course adopted at the horse fair is dangerous to the public. 
It is supposed to be hold in Comber Street, but instead of 
that it is held on the main thoroughfare of the town, and 
there is scarcely a ftir day on whic^ there is not some one 
hurt. 

14.397. I suppose, if we except the general rfisence of re- 

f ulation and order, you do not hear of many cumulaints ? — 
think the markets and fairs would go well it a proper 
regulation were enforced, so that every one attending 
would be confined to his proper place, and business com- 
mence at a proper hour. This is the only grievance I 
know that is complained of. Dr. Fulton h^ stated that 
the darkness allows poachers and fowl stealers to bring 
in their booty and mspose of it, which is true, and the 
police cannot detect them under the circumstances. 

14,398. It is very hard, no doubt, to detect crime of this 
character if tliere is no light ? — ^VToll, there is absolutely nc 
light. 


Mr. J. H. Moo&e Garrett, J.P., examined. 

14,899. (.Vf. Commissioner Black.) What is your opinion 
with regard to the conduct of the markets of Sointfielii F — 1 
have been agent for the Price Estate for the past 11 years. 

I have ma^ several efforts to get the markets properly 
arranged. I went up to Dublin and saw Sir ll'Dliam 
Kaye on the subject, and we had a long inteniew, ami 
aftenv&rds some correspondence on the subject. I was 
informed by him that we had not sufficient population to 
come under the Towns Improvement Act, and that, there- 
fore, the magistrates had no power to arrange the markets 
and fairs. 

14.400. What is the population of Raintfield? — About 
600 at present. 

14.401. Yon agree in the main with the other witnesses os 
to the want of regulation ? — Yes ; butthere is an objection to 
Dr. Fulton’s plan of placing the management in the bands 
of a market committee, as it ia very douhtfnl whether such 
a committee w'ould agree as to the way in which the 
markets should he held. .Some years ago Mr. Price, the 
landlord, bad some fowl sheds built for the accummudatiuii 
of iho iieople. and as these were adjacent to the court- 
house the traders of the lower portion of the town objected 
to the hnyers coming up hae. and the whole thing fell 
through. What I want to convey is this, that there might 
again be something of the kind done if matters were in the 
hands of a local committee, and the upper and lower ends 
of the tonm would be found pulling against each other. 
It is very natural that traders would cot like the market 
changed if it took the trade away from their doors to 
another part of the town. 

14,40*2. That ia something similar to the state of aSairs 
e.xistingin Castlewellan ? — Jnst the same, and you have 
already had some erfiience regarding that. There is one place 
here suitable for holding the horse fairs, and that is the old 
Comber Road. That thoroughfare could be used for the 
purpose, as there is another road along which the traffic 
could be conducted and would not int^ere with anyone. 
Showing horses on the main street should he prevented, 
as I myself have seen a woman knocked down, and it is 
known to all that is very dangerous. 

14.403. In theei*entof the markets being handed over to 
a committee, who would have power to levy toll ? — I think it 
would only be fair that such a committee should pay the 
quit-rent, which Mr. Price has been paying for years 
without getting any return. 

14.404. la not the quit-rent a very small thing ? — It ia 
very small, no doubt, but there is no reason why Mr. Price 
should pay it if he gets no advantage. The market bouse 
in which we are now assembled was built by Mr. Price’s 
predecessor, and tbe weighbridge was also put np by the 
landlord; and if the committee referred to were established, 
they would, of course, be prepared to pay for these. 

14.405. Ofr. McKee.) Does not the county pay for the 
courtiiouse ? — It jiaya for the use of it as a petiy sessions 
court, but Mr. Price is paying the keeper of H. Within the 
Dost few vean some 30/. or 401. were spent on it by Mr. P.rice 
In the way of repair. The house itself ia insnred the 
estate for a sum of 660/., and that sum would not build it. 
I think, therefore, owing to the outlay made lythe land- 
lord, and aleo to the fact that he is actuallr (Miying a (juit- 
rent at present, if there is any power given by Act of 
Parliament, a greet share of that power snonld be given to 
the landlord, to whom the town belongs, 
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Mr. Kathahiel Psrry examined. 

l-i.406. (.1/r. ConwnfJsfonerB/flCik.) Whet is your calling? 
— I am a draper, carrying on business in Saintfield. 

14.407. Have you anything to add with reference to the 
conduct of the markets ? — I do not know that I can add 
much to the evidence already given. My opinion, however, 
is that the magistrates are the best parties to regulate the 
markets. The shopkeepers, as a pule, would rather the 
magistrates took it into their hands os anyone else. 

14.408. You think, then, the magistrates should have the 
power P — I do. AU the shopkeejjcrs of Saintfield are rep^ 
scnted liere, and it is the prevailing opinion that the magis- 
trates B« an organised body, and would not he sfroid to do 
their duty os business mefn might be. 

14.409. (ifr. Garre/f.) Do you not think that the rule of 
such a committee would lead to disputes P— I do. It would 
be far better; we shopkeepers would not act at all; we arc 
BO basb&l. We have been complaining for years with 
regard to the time of commencing the markets and their 
regulation. No man here wishes the place altered, as 
the present accommodation is all right if the people wore 
kept in their proper place. 

14.410. Is the feir green much used ? — It is.very largely 
used, end it is an excdlent green. 

14.411. (3fr. Garrett.) You have observed that all the 
cattle brought on that green have to be driven down themain 
street where the horses ure being ahowtj, which causes very 
considerable trouble and annoyance P — 1 have. Very often 
the cattle in the confusion are driven into the ahoj) 
windows, and alt this arises for \vant of propM regulation 
as there is a place for everything if it were availed of. 


Mr. Ja8. Rsa examined. 

14.412. i Ifr. Commissioner Black.) You are a farmer P 
— I am residing in the towoland of Lisdalgan. 

14.413. IVhat is your opinion with regard to the early 
market for fowl P — t feel it very inconvenient to come out and 
exhibit fowl in the middle of the night, as very often we 
lose some of them. We have been trying often to put an 
end to this early market, but I do not see how it is to be 
done, except we get a market to enter which we will have 
to |Hiy toll. 

14. 414. Yon would not object to pay toll ? — Certainly not. 
I, of course, object to the horses being shown on the public 
s^et, as it » dangerous, Comber Street is the beet place 
for the showing of horses, as there is no danger out there, 
and it is out of the road. 

(Ifr. Garrett.) The thoroughfare to which I referred is 
the old road, n^ the main road. It is known as the old 
Comber Road, and is very little used. 

14.415. (Ifr. Conmissioner Black.) What ie your opinion 
of the egg and butter market P — I have no complaint to 
make with regard to these maiketa. They are not held till 
hilf-past eight or so, when the buyers come from Belfast. 

14.416. How is butter sold here? — In prints and lump, 
hut mostly prints. When farmers wish to sell fowl they have 
to leave home in the middle of the night, and after ha\’ing 
sold they are obliged to go home again and bring their 
other produce, and do whatever shopping they have to 
do. 

14.417. WTiat district of country does Saintfield eerve in 
the way of markets P — I should say for three or four miles 
round, as far as Killinohy. I mny tell you that 1 have 
spoken to the principal fowl dealers attending here, and all 
were anxions to come and do their business by daylight. 
There is, however, a class of hawkers going about who buy 
fowl as cheaply as possible at all hours of the night, and 
then sell them over again to such wholesale d^ers as 
Gilmore and Magee. 

14.418. Gilmore and Magee are large buyers? — 'fhey 
are the principal buyers ; but all these men prefer coining 
at eight o’cloeV or so, if it could be arranged. 


Sergeant Wm. Loptcs, R.I.C., examined. 

14,419. {Mr. Commissimier Black.) Do you find much 
difficulty in regulating the markets of Saintfield 7 — ^Yes, I 
do, and I have also great difficulty in regulating the fairs. 
ITie horse fairs are held on the principal street, and it is at 
limes almost iropoasible to pass up and down. 

This oonclud 


14,42C. Acddentsoccasionslly occur? — ^They do. There 
is scarcely a fair day on which some one is not knocked down 
and injured by the horses. 

14.421. Do you find much difficulty in regulating this fowl 
market at the unearthly hour of two o’clock in the morn- 
ing p — I io. I find it 18 on encotirageraent to fowl stealers 
ami poachers, who pick up fowl along the roads and bring 
them in and sell them. Of course in the dark it is almost 
impossible to detect them. 

14.422. Would you like to see some competent authority 
in charge of the markets so that their regulation might he 
attended to P — Of course I would. In the mornings 
shortly heftre Christmas there ore os many ns 120 carta of 
fowl coming to this market, snd I find the greatest difficulty 
in regulatiug the traffic. 'Ihere is no light ; the peojile are 
going wherever they like in the dark, and I can scarcely 
work with them at all. 

14,428. Have you ever known had money to be passed in 
the darkness P — I have not. The fowl dealers ftom Belfast 
generally bring the change with them, I think. 


Mr. John Davby examined. 

14,4^. (Mr. Commissioner Btacl.) What is your opinion 
of the markets here? — I agree with Mr. Garrett as tn the 
want of regulation. 

14,425. And do you fall in with the idea that the 
magistrates should regulate the markets ? — Yes, I fall in 
with all be proposed. 


Rev. R. D. Knox examined. 

14,426. (.1/r. ComntsrioRsr Black.) You are vicar of 
Sain^eld? — I am. 

14,427-9. What would you recommend to improve the 
regularity of the markets here P — I would say that whatever 
is done should be done stringently. 1 do not know whether 
it has been mentioned here in evidence or not, but an attempt 
was made by the magistrates some years ago to stop the 
showing of horses on the leading street of tlie town, which 
street communicates with all the principal roads, anil is the 
direct way to the railway station from the upper end. 
Several parties were brought before the court on different 
occasions for showing their horses up and down the street 
at a rapid rate, acciuents having occurred. Notices were 
also put up at the end of the town, and in different other 
places about, — I mean boards with printed notices upon 
them, — stating that the magistrates would fine any party 
who would infringe the rule, lliat was carried out for a 
length of time, but afterwards it was gradually broken 
through. It, however, had the effect of reducing the 
amount of speed at which the horses were driven, to the 
danger of tfie passers-by. I know myself there was an 
accident not very long ago, when a young minister was 
kicked and hurt. 

{Sergeant Loflvs.) An accident occurred bst fair day. 

(ff'tfticM.) My object in coming forward to give evidence 
is to submit that whatever is done should be done in a 
stringent manner. I am perfectly satisfied, having cx- 

E erience of Saintfield for many years, that an attempt will 
e made to evade the Jaw, and I am also sure that those 
who are in the habit of using this main street will not he 
satisfied to go to the toad beyond Mr. Price’s entrance gate 
to show their horses. 

{Mr. Garrett.) The only thing the magistrates could do 
was to fine the parties who were brought before them for 
furious showing of their horses. They bad no other ]>ower 
in the world. 

(fPi^ness.] Some time ago an attempt was made to 
urevent young cattle being shown on the foo^aths, and 
Mr. CreTOrd and Mr. Price got a wall built in order to 
keep them on the fair green. The fair green, however, is 
a thing whieffi we must take for granted, as it is all rocks. 
ITie arrangement worked well enough for some time, but 
in a few years the cattle were baok again on the foot- 
paths. 

(Major Price.) This is certainly a great nuisance, for on 
fair days no one can get along the footpaths. 

(IVitness.) It is impossible for anyone to get to the 
railway station on a fair day. The present arrangements 
put such a thing out of the question. 

id the inquiry. 


PiiiiLcd luiagc diyiiiscd by ihc IJnivcrsily oi'Soiilliainploii Library Digitisaiioii Uml 
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



5 


Portglenone, November 20tb, 1889. 


Cai)t. Alexander Moorb Ahmstuoxg examined. 

14.430. pir. Commissioner Black.) Youaretrusteeforthe 
Hamilton-Jones estate? — I am agent for the trustees of 
the late Kenrick Hamiltoa-Jones. It is the Mone^glass 
estate. And the late Mr. Jones xras tenant for life. 

14.431. The trustees are the onmerB of the market 
tights of Portglenoue ?— They are. 

14.432. Can you give me any particulars of the charter 
giving these rights? — No, I cannot. 

14.433. Is there a market pltae in Portglenone ? — ^There 
is not to tr.y knowledge. There is a market house, or what 
is called hy that name, but it is now in a very dilapidated 
condition. The street is the only market place at the 
present time. 

{Mr. John McLaughlin.) That is quite right. 

(H tVness.) 1 understand there is no market aecommoda* 
tion whatever ar present. 

14.434. (Afr. Commissioner Black.) How often is a 
market held here? — Tliere is no market here so ftir as I 
am aunre. The market was got up by some of the mer* 
chants here, including Mr. McLaughlin and Mr. Jack, 
hut there is no regular established market so far as 1 
know. 

(J/r. McLaughlin.) You are referring to the fairs, and 
not to the markets. I took something to do with reviving 
the fairs of this town. 

{Rev. John Houston.) The regular day upon which the 
market was held formerly was Tuesday in each week, hut 
this is now only the nominal market day. There is no 
market in Portglenone, or no business done except what is 
done in the shops. 

14.435. {Mr. Cojjuaissioner Black.) The desire of the 
people is to get the market re-established, and if this is 
the wish of the trustees, 1 suppose. Captain .Armstrong, you 
will not throw any ohstaele m the waj ? 

(li’/tness.) Certainly not. 

14.436. Is there any weighbridge for weighing accom- 
modation in Portglenone?— I believe there is an old beam 
and scales, but they axe worthless for weighing purposes at 
present. 

14.437. You have not appointed a weighmaster? — I have 
not. 


Mr. WinniAsi Stew.art Adasis examined. 

14.438. {Mr. Commissioner Black.) You are an executor 

of the late lessee, David Cresset? — ^Yes. He had the 

market house at a time, and it was bought from us by 
the late Mr. Kenrick Ilamilton-Jones. 

14.439. How did David Crossett go int-n possession ? — 
He gut a lease of the place and built the bouse, or rather 
rebuilt it, and was then appointed weighmaster. 

14.440. From whom did be receive this appointment ? 
—From Thomas Hamilton. Jones, deceased. 

14.441. Y'ou have not made the lease over to the Jones 
family ; he Ijuilt the market house, or rebuilt it, I refer 
to }>ir. Crossett, and was then appointed deputy weigh- 
inaster of the town of Portglenone ? — Quite so. 

14.442. And Mr. Crossett died ? — Yes, about nine or ten 
years ago. 

14.443. In David CrossetPs time was there a regular 
market ia Portglenone ? — ^There was. 

14.444. How often was it held P — Every Thursday there 
was a grain market, and every Tuesdav there was a general 
market for all classes of produce. The fairs were held on 
the first Tuesday of each month. 

14.445. You say the first Tuesday of each month was 
the fair day ? — It was. 

14.446. 'WhenCrossettwasin possession, didhedoallthe 
weigMng of the stuff that came into the town for sale .® — 
He did, except on the tiax, of which there was e very large 
market here. It was taken to some other bouse and 
weighed. 

14.447. Did he make a charge for weighing? — He did. 
I think it was l|d. a bag for corn, 3d. for the dead carcase 

. of a pig, and 3s. 4d. a ton for flax. 


14,448 Are those ail the charges made by him P — I think 

14.449. Did he charge anything at the fairs P— 2Tot that I 
reiuember. To the best of my knowledge there was no 
charge or toll at the fairs, as they were held on the open 
street. 

14.450. Then there were no other cha^s but what you 

have given us ; there was no charge on meat stalls r 

Noue. 

14.451. The charges, I presume, were made merely 
for the weighing ? — That is so. 

14.452. He acted as weighmaster up till the time of his 
death ? — He did. 

14.453. And the house was sold to Mr. Kenrick 
Hamilton-Jones P — It was. 

14,464. After he bought from you. did he carry on the 
business of the market ? — ^Ihere was a man appoint^ named 
Thomas Nevin, who had been selected by a committee 
which had been previously appointed, and this was done 
with Mr. Jones’ consent. 

14.455. How long did Nevin remain in office ? — Two or 
three years, but the market continued to dwindle away 
gradually. 

14.456. Has Nevin anything to do with the market 
now ?— He is dead. 

14.457. You say the markets fell away? — They did, 
gradually. Mr. Jones bought the market house and aU con- 
nected with it from us for the sum of 150/., and he died 
shortly afterwards. We got no money for our property. 
The estate held the keys, and we gave the lease to hir. /ones’ 
agent, who held on and never gave us either keys, or 
money, or anything. The matter was then left to arbitra- 
tion. Mr. Hugh McNeile McCormick, the Clerk of the 
Crown for .Antrim, being tbs arbitrator. He arranged 
that we should get a sum of 50/. for the damage done, 
that the market house should be put in proper order, as it 
had been previously, and that it should be given over to 
us. Nothing, however, Las ireen done ; the matter remains 
as it was, but I suppose Captain Armstrong will he able to 
explain all this. 

{Cagt. Armstrong.) Before the award was delivered, Mr. 
Jones died. The award took effect from the 1st February, 
and Mr. Jones died on the loth January. 

14.458. {Mr. Commissioner Black.) Did you ever see the 
lease yours^? 

fW'tVHess.) I did. 

14.459. Wasitalease of the market rights of Portglenone, 
or nieidy of the market house? — It was of the market house, 
and then a par*:y gut control over the markets and tolls. 
Furmerly there was a good market here. It was held on 
the open street. The business was carried on after David 
Crossett got possession. Mr. Jones got the patent of the 
whole, ejected the man who had it previously, aud gave 
David Crossett the right and title to it. 

14.460. 1 suppose the estate you represent would have no 
hesitation in parting with the interest it has in this market 
house ? — We have no interest in it. They bought it, and 
we gave up everything. If we had an interest we would 
be willing to give it over to any person wlio would arrange 
with you. 

{Mr. McLaughlm.) There must be an interest in ii as 
you were never paid the award. 

14.461. (Mr. Commissioner Blaok.) There waa never 
anything like a fair green in this town ? 

{fVilnas.) Never. 

Mr. JoH.v McLaitgiimn enmined. 

14.462. (Mr. Commissioner Slack.) Yon are the secretary 
of the existing fair and market committee of Port- 
glennne ?— -I am. 

14.463. That committee ia a voluntary committee sup. 
ported by voluntary subscriptions? — Yes. It is a com* 
mittee got up by the townspeople, just among ourselves, to 
tiy ana carry on the aale of cattle in an open market 
where no tolls would be charged. Of course we hare no 
weighbridge here to weigh caMe. 

3 
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14.464. Your ffreat ansie^ is to encourage the sale of 
produce in the town p — 'Aat is the anxiety of the 
townspeople, expressed through me to-day. Our great 
desire is to develop and retive the markets of Port- 
glsuone, which, I may say, have fallen entirelyinto disuse. 

14.465. In therueraorial you sent forw'ardtoMr. Eooke, 
the secretary of the Commission, you state that the landlord 
leased the market rights and premises to a private party, 
who exercised absolute control and did whatever he pleased 
■with the i)uhlic, and that the persons coming to the 
market to do business sufi'ered thereby ; what is the exact 
date of the granting of this lease ?— I came here in the 
year 1861, and I am convinced of the truth of what I am 
going to tell you, although I have had no observation of 
It myself. I understand, previous to 1853, the markets of 
Portglenone had got a bix do'vn, and a committee of the 
townspeople appointed Mr. John M'Alary weighmaater. 
'fhey erected on the public street, in the wide part of the 
town, a shed or market place for weighing, and empowered 
M'Alary to take tolls and make charges. The then 
owner was the late Mr. Alexander, the present Mr. Alex- 
ander’s father, Nathaniel Alexander, and from some cause 
the estate was sold by the Encumbered Estates .Court to 
the late Mr. Hamilton-Jones, who became the owner of 
Portglenone. I understand among the things Mr. Jones 
purchased were the patent rights of this market — if such 
a thing exists — and that subsequent to 1S53, finding he 
had these rights, he arranged with the late David 
Crossett to lease these rights and certain premises there- 
uith. He then undertook to displace, or eject, or put away 
John M'Alary, who had been exercising his right some 
time previous — a right he got from the inhabitants. 

14.466. {Capt. Armstrong.) Was this man, however, exer- 
cising the right he got from the inhabitants, or that received 
from Bishop Alexander ? 

\Fri«ness.) The light given him by a committee of the 
inhabitanta, with the consent of the owner. I understand 
one of the Alexanders, one of the late men of that family, 
or the bishop, erected sheds on the public street attheir 
own cost. This, I might say, is a matter of tradition, but 
I know it to be a fact. I believe it was the late Nathaniel 
Alexander from whom Mr. Jones bought the property who 
erected the sheds. The town voluntarily collected the 
money, and the timber was given by tbe landlord. I 
understand the rent of the present murket-liDuse was 
11. a year, and the premises were held as a manor for the 
oiurt-leet, and by an arrangement entered into David 
Crossett took the iiremises on lease at 11. a year, bound 
himself to rebuild the market house, and Mr. Jones con- 
ceded to him all the rights and privileges of the markets. 
The market flourished, and was very large in the years 
1863, 1864, and 1865, snd that jjortion of it which fiouiished 
best was the flax market. It was so large, indeed, that the 
market accommodation was quite inadequate, particularly 
as regards the weighing and the storage, which may be set 
down at nil. In the year 1863 or 1864 the leading in- 
habitauts of the town came to the rescue of David Crossett, 
and voluntarily offered to weigh flax free of charge, and 
also store it free of charge. 1 myself weighed for the 
Messm. Gailey, of Monaghan, on different occasions. Ike 
result of this was thatthe principal merchants went to these 

E te parties, and got their flax weighed, and it was tbe 
of both the merchants and the public to go to 
tbe free cranes, and, in addition, secure good storage. In 
fact, tbe storage was ihe thing looked for, and tbe fiox, as 
a rule, was talien tothe places where this could be secured. 
David Crossett, seeing himself lose so much money, I 
understand, threatened these parties who had, in the first 
instance, come to his rescue, and tried to keep the market in 
the town. He went and served them with legal notices, 
and sought damages, and, on the whole, his manner so 
annoyed the buyers that they stopped coming to Port- 
glenone, although they confessed that the best haiid- 
scutcheil flax in Ireland was to be found in this neighbour- 
hood. Things went on in this way, the market getting 
worse and worse, and at his death, owing to the complica- 
tions with bis executors, the market house became dosed 
entirely against the public, and this is the second year in 
which not a single bag of corn has been weighed in the 
registered patent weigh-house of PortglenoDe, which, I 
believe, is one of six in all Ireland holding tbe same 
privileges. A committee was then formed to try aud 
revive these markets. The first thing set about was to 
revive the fairs, and this met with encouraging success. 
W'e then approached the owners as to what could be done 
regarding the markets, and thehr representative. Captain 
Armstrong, would do and did do all he could, but from 
some cause or other nothing has been done. The 
wievance of tbe people of the town is this, that through 
the actions of others, not tbreugh their ow doings, that 


is to say, tbe landlord in the first instance, and the lessee 
in the second, the markets have been fairly driven out of 
the place, out of a town which used to be ]>rospevous, and 
our position now is that we are 10 miles off a mai'ket on 
the one hand, and seven on the other. Another grievance 
we have is that no machine ^vas ever provided for 
weighing produce by the cart-load, and that the town had 
to depend on the enterprise of private individuals, such, 
for instance, as the late William Smyth and Mr. Jack, 
with whom the people were fairly satiufied, and have paid 
them toll for so doing. A good many, however, who eome 
do so as mutual friends. 

14.467. What does Mr. Jack charge for weighing a 
cart? — Threepence for tlie cart or for the load. 

14.468. What is your idea about the markets ; is it tlmt 
the tmvn has lost through the al)8ence of the money tlio 
people used to bring into it? — The town has lost its 
revenue through the money having gone to neighbouring 
markets. 

14.469. The produce is being taken to other markets P 
— It is. It is being taken from Portglenone, and from 
four or five miles beyond it to Ballj'mena. 

14.470. Your idea is that it should be sold hei’e, and the 
people of tbe town get the benefit ?— Quite ao. 

14.471. Do you find any difficulty in getting produce to 
buy ?— Decidedly. I mtist go to Bailymena for many things 
I want, and, again, if I am desirous of selling, I must, for 
instance, take my pork to Ballymena or eat it myself, 
which, I suppose, would be a sensible thing to do. Wo 
live here, as it were, at cross-roads in the country seven or 
ten miles from a market town. 

14.472. Is it your opinion that such a small town as Port- 
glenone should have market rights vested in a small com- 
mittee ? — I have an objection to a small committee. Any- 
body who would manage the markets should be stronger 
than a committee. I would go in for a market company, 
and that that company should receive, as a gift from the 
owners, all the rights and privileges, as they would be 
increasing the value of the estate, or let the owners go in 
and take shore and share alike for the benefit of the tonm. 

14.473. What would such a company do when esfia- 
blisbed ? — When they got all the rights they would be able 
to find money to build storage, just the same as they have 
done in .^.ntrira, where the market company pays 5 per 
cent. 

14‘,474. And whatever revenue would be derived From the 
markets would go into tbe company’s jiocket? — Just so. 

14.475. Would you give this company su])reme control 
of the markets, or would you have any authority placed over 
it ? — I thought the Lord Lieutenant Irad authority over ail 
mai’ket bodies in Ireland. 

14.476. You would not suggest any authority more local 
than the Lord Lieutenant ? — No. 

14.477. Would not some jealousy, in your opinion, exist 
as to the position of the markets, about having tlmm in 
particnlar ends of the town P — I think a public comjiany 
would work with a common aim and not with jealousies. 

1 suggested before to build a market in tbe cenfre of the 
street and let tbe business houses be right round it, the 
same as in Coleraine. 

14.478. And the revenue, supposing there'W’asa profit or 
surplus should, in your opinion, go into the pockets of the 
sharckoldera ? — Yes. 

14.479. Y’our reason, I suppose, would be that these men 
spend the money fii’st and take thpir chance?— Tliey run 
the risk, of course. I think the landlords, for their own 
sakes, should give up the rights and pririleges of the markets, 
and if a comjiany ran the risk they were entitled to the 
profit, as, in the case of fiulure, they would have to beai' 
the loss. 

14.480. {Copt. Armstrong.) Suppose thn brdlord gave 
you a long lease, would it not satUtv yon ? — Tbe company 
might, of course, coma to grief, but a lenso for .‘)9i> yeai-s at 
a shilling a year could not be opposed by anyone, and 
this would pro\udc a right of jire-emption. 

14.481. Supposing tlie company came to gi-ief, the land- 
lord would require to have some hold so that hia rights 
might be jwotected ? — I suppose he should get this as a 
member of the suggested company. 

14.482. My remark, of course, is merely a suggestion ? 

Just so. We have been putting our hands into our pockets 
this many a day, ard we would rather have to pay a com- 
pany, for if we never saw the money again we would, at 
least, see some work done for it. 
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14.48S. {Mr. ConmusioHtr Black.) Would you recom- 
mend this suggested company to charge tolls a: the fairs ? 
— 1 think not ; it would be tetter to have a free fair here. 
I am tohl that at some of the fairs in Ireleml the Gorern- 
ment is forcing them to put uj) weighbridges far the pur- 
pose of weighing fut cattle. 

14.4S4-. Do you think the selling of cattle by lire weight 
is a desirable practice? — Oh, I would think that is a matter 
for the butchers. 

14.4S5. It is a matter the butchers oppose very strongly, 
CTcept, indeed, a very few of them ? — I think it ss a matter 
of public dealing, and my idea is that the Ihrmer should not 
be taken in in tmy way. Ou second consideration, 1 would 
go in for the saJe of cattle hy live weight. 

l-i,i86. Do you think the fairs should he held on the 
streets as they are at present, or should a green be pro- 
vided ? — Except Portglenone exceeds my expectation, the 
streets will accommodate our fiurs for many a long day. 


Mr. WiLLiAsi Wallace examined. 

14, 187 (.1/r, Commissioner Black.) Yon are a merchant, 

I understand, carrying on business in PorCglenone? — I was, 
but I am not now. 

14,488. Wliat do you know, Mr. Wallace, about tbs mar- 
kets of this town?— Before Mr. Crosseti got the market 
bouse from Mr. Jones I was in the grain trade. I was buying 
oats, ond was getting at that time something like 20 tons 
au'cekwben the olu market house was in the middle uf 
the street. We hud a good market that time e^'eTJ• 
Thursday, for about eight or nine months of the year, and 
then when .Mr. Jones got the property he took the notion 
of letting the markets to Crossett. He was making money 
out of the afi'uir. For the old court-house he got W. a 
year, and for the markets //. a year j but be had trouble 
in putting il’Alary off the streets, and had to invest 
Crossett with more public rights than most public n-eigh- 
masters in large towns before he conld put him off. When 
Crossett got possession there was not accommodation for 
nearly all the produce coming in at that time. We had 
then a better Hex market t^n Ballymena, Kilrca, or 
Maghera. I have seen Portglenone full of loads of Bax. 

I have seen Mr. (railev’s {leopte of Colemine weighing 
lla.x until nearly bedtime on the Tuesday night, and 
coming back on Wednesday and finishing it out. At that 
time 1 gave storage to dlffereut parties and weighed for 
them. I weighed then abont 10 tons of flax every market 
day. This David Crossett served me with a notice, along 
with others, that be would take an action against us for 
weighing this flax to accommodate the people, and charging 
nothing for doing so. Different other parties in Port- 
glenone weighed the flax free as well as 1, and it was all 
with the object of helping the town, so far as the markets 
were concerned. As long as David Crossett lived wc had 
a grain market here. After he died his family weighed 
for a year or two, and then this man Nevin came in and 
weighed again, and afterwards William M'Cew, who, I 
thick was oppointei by Mr. Jones, held the olfice. X do 
not know who appoint^ Xe\*in, but he weighed for a year 
or two, and M'Caw succeeded him. Subsequently th" 
market house was closed by Mr. Jones and lus agent, and 
the market fell off fVom year to year. .At present, if we 
wanted to buy a ton of corn, we would have to go to 
Ballymena, as we could not get it here in Portglenone. 
This is the biggest part of what I know about it. You 
cannot sell anything here, not even a load of potatoes. 
What has been done has put the market out of the tewn 
entirely. 

14.489. When youspeakof a large flax marketbeingheld 
in Portglenone at a particular time, I suppose you are aware 
that there was more of the article ctowd in the country 
then ? — I do not know about that Some years now ; there 
is as large an acreage of flax sown as ever there has been. 

14.490. Is it the practice here to go round the mills and 
buy flax? — Some is bought in that way still, but so long as 
I mind, even what was bought in that way came into the 
market and was weighed. M e have only one spinning 
mill in Ballymena, and some of it gees there direct, but 
the greater portion of it is taken to the market on market 
days. 

14.491. Yon are a fanner yourself? — I am. 

[Capt. Armstrong.) What is really wanted in this town 
is weighing accommodation. 


Mr. William Bovd examined. 

14,492. {Mr.Comniis^onerBlaek.) Haveyou anything to 
soy with reference to the rerival of the markets of Port- 
glenone ?— Yes. I think there is another grievance from 
which welab'.ur. We havetocompete against Ballymena as 
wall as against Kilrm, both of which pbres have a means of 
taking away produce when bought. We have nothing of 
the kind here ; we have no railway, and if it were within 
the scope of the Commission, 1 would like that in its 
report it would advise the construction of light rwlways, 
the want of which militates very considembly against us 
here. The merchants very naturally say to themselves, 
whv go to Portglenone to buy stuff, as we can get it 
in liallmena, where we have not to pay cartage. 


Rev. JoHS HorsTOX examined. 

14.493. (.Vr. Commissioner Black.) You ore a Presbyte- 
rian minister in Portglenone? — I am, and have Iwen for 
some years. 

14.494. Have you anything to add to the evidence already 
given ? — Well, Tthink the testimony so for has been more 
prospective than anj-thing else. If we had restored to us 
the accommodation that we had in David CrossePs time 
wc would not be satisfied by any means, because it did nut 
suit the town, and did not give us all the facilities we wanted. 

I cannot speak from experience of what was the state of 
matters here when Mr. M'.Alary had the crane on the street, 
hut about 24 or 29 years ago, when I came here, there was 
no market, 1 may say, owing to the contention between 
Mr. Jones and tbe gentleman I have referred to. I wished 
to have a market established in the town, and I consulted 
with some of the oldest and most respectable merchants, 
the late Mr. M'Caw, the late Mr. Smyth, who did an 
immense trade, end the late Mr. Agnew, and we formed a 
market committee, of which I was chairman for some 
years. Through that committee, but not without very 
great exertion, we restored the markets, especially that for 
flax. I wrote circulars and got them sent off to the 
various flax traders, and for three or four years the market 
was very successful. I remember going round one duy 
and counting no less than 400 carts of flax in Portglenone 
market. 1 tried os far as 1 could to keep Mr. Crossett in 
good humour, in order to encourage the market, but it ivus 
no easy matter. The late Mr. Gailey was the latest 
buyer in this country, and he came and bought largely at 
our market. We hull, with some difficulty, to get Imlp to 
weigh and jiroride proper storage, but Crossett objcctal 
when be found so much money being taken out of hU 
own pocket. Then he gave oft'ence to Gailey and oth^, 
and they did not continue to buy. Wc also tried to revixx 
the gram and pork markets, but there was no weighing or 
storage accommodation, for even had the present, or what 
was then the present, crane accommodation been satis- 
factory, it was placed in the wrong part of the town. It 
was situated at a narrow part of the street, so that the carts 
got jaenmed nnd the people came into coUision, and 1 had 
often to mediate between them and the police. All this 
was the result of the want of accommodation. In our 
meetings of committee I urged the people to give proper 
accommodation by weighing on their own acconnt, and let 
Mr. Crossett take whatever action he pleased, as the 
bugbear was thrown before us of a patent or charter that I 
never saw. 1 deny there was any such patent or charter, or 
if there was such 'a patent nr charter there must have been 
conditions attached to it, and these must have been of a 
poor description, if they were fulfilled by the weighmaster 
appointed by tbe late proprietor of the town. I held then 
and siill hold— and it were my own case I would 
follow it up — that this charter has lapsed through non- 
fulfilment of conditions. I went to ^lr. Jones, and I met 
him often in Mr. Orr s cffice, Ballymena, and spoke to 
him about the lease he had given to Crossett, and he 
pointed out that his hands were tied, owing to the right 
of weighing he had given this gentleman. I quartioped 
then, and question still, the right of Mr. Jones, or anyone 
in bis posidon, to give the right to any man of weighing 
in this town. He is not, or was not, the sole proprietor of 
the town, and if there is a charter, which he never pro- 
duced, it must be so long out of date as to have no 
binding power at all. 

14, -190. I think, Mr. Houston, you do not seem to under- 
stand the power conferred by a charter. A charter was 
granted by the Crown to some person here 200 or 300 years 
1^0, granting some land and the right of bolding markets 
in certain places. The landlord holds his laud still under 
this charter, and how has his rights lapsed with reference 
to the holding of the markets. Tbe charter recites the 

L 4 
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holding of marketa, and the landlord lets the rights anil 
tolls to some person, or it inaj be he exerci^ the 
himself, but, in the process of time, if be did not wlleot 
those tolls, the right to collect them would no_ doubt 
lapse?— That is whet I mean. It is said the right to 
coueot these tolls was given through the late Mias 
McNefll, to whom this property belonged. I denv. bow- 
ever, that the granting of a chartei- for the benefit of a 
proper^, with this right of collecting tolls, should hinder 
others of good market accommodation. That ^tho_ thing 
I question on the part of any proprietor. That_ is the 
thing that has hindered us all along, and 1 nuuntain, it a 
landlord has a charter for holding markets and collecting 
tolls, be is bound to provide proper market accommodation, 
and if his power has ceased, the townspeople should 
provide themselves noth such accommodation. 

14.496. At ail events, whatei’cr you recommend here wiU 
affect a number of towns of like size as Portglenone, and 
probably with like conditions. Is it your opimon that a 
market company should be established in such towns r— 
That is a matter of opinion. I would, I think, go in with 
what Mr. McLaughlin has stated, and from what I have 
heard of Antrim, I would be disposed to put this town 
under similar conditions. 

14.497. (Cap/. ArTaslronif.) "Would you wish such a com- 


15,001. If any change is made you may rely upon it that 
it will be of a comprehensive character P— I suppose it will, 
but these are my opinions on the subject. 

(Jlfr. iTf LanyAltn.) Our case, I am sure, is that of many 
small towns in Ireland. 

(Rmj. JoAn Houston.) I vviali to say, Mr. Commissioner, 
that Portglenone and district have not failed in the matter 
of produce. This should be distinctly understood and 
reported. We have no market now, but we have not 
changed our locality. Wc have still need of market 
accommodation— a place where we might sell our produce. 

(Mr. Boyd.) The fhmers have to cart it away to these 
strange markets instead of delivering it here. 

{Rev. John Houston.) The fermers want to sell here and 
leave the expense of taking it away to the buyer. 

(itfr. ComJniseioJierBfnci.) If the purchaser of produce 
here has to send it to Ballymena, probably by cart, the 
seller cannot expect to get os good a price. 

(Mr. M'Lauffhlin.) The want of business in a market is 
not due to the absence of a railway, but the reverse. 

(Mr. Jaci.) A mai-ket here would soon bring the railway 
to our door. 

(Mr. M'Lauffhlin.) In the matter of a railway we arc 
fixed between the broad and doitow gauges, 'f'he liroad 


pany tob'ave exclusive rights so that no other markets in tlie gauge is in use at present, but before the Ballymena and 
way of opposition could 1)6 started P—Certaanly; the com- Portglenone Company was formed it was said there was 

pany should have t!ie rights of the landlord, whatever they traffic for both. 

(R«b. John Houston.) Unfortunately, we are between 


14,498. Would it not he rather bad if other parties could 
start on opposition to such a company P— It would. 

14,499. (3fr. Cammisstoner Black) I know the affairs 
of the An trim company pretty well; they have 1,3001. 
capital. 

(Mr. McLauffhlin.) If the landlord gives l,0ilOl., we will 
find the other 3001. 


two stools. 

(Capi. Armlronff.) I wish to say a word, as my name is 
connected with the market committee. I became con- 
nected with the proi)erty in August 1884, and at that time 
I found no market here ; the market place w’os closed up. 
One individual was weighing on his own authority, but he 
was not recognised in any way by me. When 1 discovered 
the state of aSoirs cxisnng, some time after, 1 made an 
arrangement to have an arbitration with the executors of 
the late Mr. Crossett who had the market. This arbitra- 
tion was carried on in Belfast before Mr. Hugh M 'Neill 
M'Cormick, the CHerk of the Crown and Peace, hut ho 
made no order in the case just then, which I think 
Mr. Adams explained. His award, unfortunately, was not 
made until after the death of young Mr. Jones, and matters 
remained unsettled ever since. Some of the leading 
inhabitants of the town came to me some time ago to see 
what assistance could be rendered if they started a fw or 
market, and I told them, so far as 1 was concerned, I would 
render them every assistance in my power. They started 
the fair, and it has been suoccssnil so far. Tliey came 
again to me ami asked for the use of the old market linuse 
for weighing purposes temporarily, so that the outcome of 
the present arrangement .might be seen. I called on tho 

... solicitor to tho estate about the 9th October, and he said 

do with a company, except it was a free and fair field and there was ao difficulty in having the temporary use of it, 


Mr. Alexander Jack examined. 

15,000. (Mr. Commissioner Black.) Have you anything to 
odd, Mr. Jack P — I am not the oldest wan in Portglenone, 
but I am one of the oldest in business here, and my impres- 
sion about the whole thing is this : our " great distress ” 
here, as has been already ramarked, is want of proper 
market accommodation. To my mind that accommo- 
dation must be snpplied ei^er by the landlord or his 
repiesentarirea, and, failing to do so, he must withdraw 
entirely from the fitld, claiining no rights except those 
to which be is entitled as a landlord — a thing which 1 
would not object to. He must eiiher do the work or 
withdraw, as the work cannot be done with both in the 
Arid. As far as 1 am concerned, I would have nothing to 


no favour, so that we might not be receiving continual 
annoyance by attorney's letters, and sucli like. We have 
all the resources here for creating a good market and 
working it, if we only had the accommodation. That has 
been the great want of Portglenone, fur when good 
markets were gathered there was no place to which the 
stuff conld be l^en, and the merchants would not put it 
at the back of a ditch until they arranged to have it taken 
away, probably next week. This accommodation must be 
provided either by the landlord or by a company, and 1 
woold prefer the landlord doing the work, expenmng the 
money, and ao playing into nis own hands, instead of 
allowing us tu do all we can while he reaps all the 
oenefita. 


and it was handed over to them to use during the winter 
months, 'fhey, however, never received the key or had 
anything to do with it. I wish to say, Mr. Commissioner, 
that I did not neglect the matter, which 1 considered was 
I'or the good of the jieople. 

15,002-3. (Mr. Commissioner Black.) So far us you arc 
concerned, you w'ould advise the people to look after their 
own interestsP 

(B’l/ness.) I would when no one will do anything for their 
benefit. 

(Copt. Armstrovff.) I have told you the facts, so fur os I 
know. I'heie must have been some legal difficulties after- 
wards, of which 1 did not hear. 


This concluded the inquiry. 
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Armagh, 13th May 1889. 


Mr. CbarloR W. Black, Aesistaut Commissioner, sat 
in the rooms of the tolls committee on Monday, the 
IRth May 1889, to hear supplemental eridence with 
regard to the markets and fairs of Armagh. 

Mr. Edwin Best, solicitor, represented the tolls com- 
mittee, and Mr. "William Gallagher, solicitor, the town 
commissioners. Mr. James Gardner, secretary to the 
tolls committee, and Mr. Thomas G. Peel, town clerk, 
were present. 

15,004. Mr. Best, in opening the proceedings, s.a'd: 
Mr. Commissioner, I wish to place before yon brieSy 
the conrse I wish to adopt on the present occasion on 
behalf of tolls committee. I was not present at the 
inquiry held here on the 11th Jane last ; but I see 
from the pdiited evidence that everything was pretty 
■well gone into, .and I do not think yon would have been 
•troubled to-day had it not been that the clerk to the 
■town commissioners went to Belfast, and appeared 
before tho Royal Commission, and gave some evidence 
there. The tolls committee had no notice of this, and 
consequently Mr. Peel had an opportunity of making 
sfcatemeuts m evidence ■with no person to cross-eramins 
him, or have them contradicted. In the evidence he 
gave before the Roy.il Commission he made some state- 
ments — I do not say he made those statements kno^wiug 
them to be nntrue, but they were not correct — as affecting 
the tolls charged in Armagh. Those statements were 
made not^withstanding the evidence given before you 
on a former occasion, when there was a full opportunity 
of cross-examining any of our witnesses, either 
Mr. Gardner or any member of the tolls committee. 
On the occasion of Mr. Peel appearing before tho Royal 
Commission, he took tho opportunity of presenting a 
petition or memorial parporting to be signed by the 

n )le of Armagh ; but I intend to produce before you 
ozen people who never saw the memorial, and 
although their names are to it, they are not their 
names at all, or at least they are not there by their 
consent. I tvill produce a number of persons who ■will 
tell yon they did not know what the purport of the 
memorial was. and Mr. Gardner will go into general 
evidence with regard to what was done before the 
Commission. On the last occasion we were twitted 
that we had not prodneed any farmere to express an 
opinion as to the management of the markets j but you 
will have an oppoi+unity this time of hearing a number 
of such witnesses — at least a dozen — ■who will prove 
that they believe Armagh markets are all the best 
mana^d^ markets in the country. Mr. Peel also 
coraptainad bitterly about there being no weighbridge 
in the cattle market for the weigtiug of live cattle. 
He said then it would be for the benefit of the fanners 
if such were provided, and that it was badly wanted. 
I will produce three of the largest victuallers in 
Armagh to show that such a weighbridge is not wanted 
in Armagh, and also some of the largest farmers of the 
district ■who ■will express a similar opinion. If you 
■visit the cattle market, sir, yon will see that there is a 
weighbridge existing there, and that cattle can be 
weighed upon it if the victnallers or farmers desire. 
We will show, in the first place, that the bridge is not 
required for weighing cattle, and, in the second, 
that a bridge is there, and can be so ■used if anyone 
requires it. I will also produce some of the largest 
pork-buyers to show you how the pork market is 
managed, and a number of merchauts in the butter 
trade whom I ■will produce will show you how business 
ie conducted in that department in Armagh markets. 
I intend also to examine Mr. Gillespie, and he ■will give 
evidence with regard to the grass seed and grain 
trades, and he be able to show you that the 
markets here for such produce have improved vep' 
much. "V^en this is done. I think the other side ■will 
feel theywould have been as ■well to have done nothing 
behind onr backs in Belfast. 

William Bra^wlet examined. 

15,005. [Mr. Beat.) Ton are li^ving in Armagh? — I 
am. 

15,006. Tou live in Lower English Street? — I do. 

I 597S6. 


15.007. Is there any other Brawlcy there besides 
yourself, I mean of your name ? — None. 

15.008. Is that your signature (poinfing to his ,ia:iic to 
a )n«ao?-iay ? — It is not. 

15,000. Did yon authorise any person to sign your 
name to that memorial? — 2To one. 

15,010. Whose signature is this? — As far as I can 
understand it was my son who signed it. It -was 
represented to him, I nnderataud, that the memorial 
was for the good of the town and he signed it. I did 
not know a single thing about it until I saw the aft'air 
with Mr. Gardner, some day last week. 


Cross-examined by Mr. Galla&her. 

IS.OlOii. Where were you when this was signed ? — I 
eonld not say. 

15.011. What age is your son?— Fourteen years of 
age. 

15.012. Have you a wife living ? — I have. 

15.013. "When did vou i^certain your name was to 
this memorial ? — I tell you I never saw it until it was 
with Mr. Gardner. 

15.014. When did you first ascertain your name "was 
to the memorial ? — It was, at any rate^ a good m.^ny 
days after. 

15.015. How many ? — I could not say. 

15.016. Was it the same day ? — It was not. 

15.017. Was it the next day? — It might be two or 
three days afterwards. 

15.018. From whom did you ascertain? — From my 
wife. All she could tell me was that it was represented 
it was for the good of the town. 

15.019. Did she say it was about the transfer of the 
tolls from the toll committee ? — She did not. 

15.020. Did she say whose name was pnt to it? — I 
think so. 

1-5,021. Did she tell you tho name of the person who 
brought it to your house ? — It was my son who told 
me. 

15.022. Well, according to him, who brought it to 
your house? — He said it was Mr. Brooks. 

15.023. Did yon go to see Mr. Brooks about it?— I 
did not. I never made an inquiry about it. I do not 
understand it yet. 

15.024. Do you onderstand what we are here about ? 
— 1 cannot say I do. I know it is something about the 
to^wn commissioners. That is all I naderstaud about 
it. (Laughter.) 

16.025. Do vou object to your name being pnt to this 
memorial ? — f certamly do when I did not authorise it 
to be done. 

15.026. Does your son or your wife transact business 
for you? — ^They may to a certain extent. 

15.027. Was your ■wife present when yonr name was 
pnt down ? — I understand she was. 

15.028. Do you do any buaineBS in the markets 
yourself ? — I do not. 

15.029. Ton have no interest in tho tolls ? — I do not 
nnderstand anything about that. 

15,029(1. "What is yonr occupation? — I am minding' 
the “Plough Hotel ” yard. I am an ostler. 


Thomas M'Dreesh examined. 

15.030. (Mr. Best) "Where do you live? — I live in 
En glinii Street; t mean Lower English Street, 
Armagh. 

15.031. Can you write? — No, sir. 

B 
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15.032. You did uot aign yoor name to this memoiiiil f 
—No, Mr. Brooks wrote it kimfielf. I did uot audor- 
Bt'Euid anjihuig about it, but be said it waa for tho 
good of tbe town. 

15.033. Did yon authorise him to write your unmo, or 
did you not P— Partly, but he did uot esplaiu it to mo 
further tliAU to soy it was for the good of the towu. 

15.034. Haro you any idea who put your name to it, 
I mean tho memorial ?— Brooks said it was for the good 
of tbe town, and that he was gettiug names to it. I 
got my name put to it, not knowing what it was for. 

15.035. If you had known that it was to tako the 
tolls ft'om the toll committee and give them to the 
commissiouers, would you have put your uamo to it_P— 
I would not. I would uot giro my name agaiust 
Mr. Gardner. 


Cross-oxamiuod by Mr. GiLlutcasn. 

15.036. Against whom did you say yon would not 
sign your name ? — Mr. Gardner j and you will please 
wiihm'nw my uamo'from the memorial. 

15.037. When were you asked to withdraw your 
nn-mp from tho memorial ? — Would you kiudly sijoak 
a little louder, as I am hard of hearing P 

15.038. When were yon asked to withdraw your 
name from this memorial P — I was never asked to do 
BO. 

15,089. Were yon waited upon by any person P — 
No. 

15.040. How did they know to bring you hero P — I 
hoard it myself. 

15.041. Prom whom P — There were paities speaking 
about it. 

15,0^. Who was tho parly P— Mr. Riggs asked mo, 
did I give my name against him, and 1 said uot to my 
knowledge. 

15,0-13. Did Mr. Gardner speak to you ? — Ho asked 
me, did I give my vole. 

15.044. Were they both together ? — ITiey were not. 

15,044a. Where did you see him ? — I saw him in my 

own house. 

16.045. Wore yon not aware whether you had autho- 
rised your name to go to tho memorial P — I was not, 
at least not for that purpose. 

15.046. Have you forgotten about it P — have not. 
1 did not understand really what it was for. 

15.047. What did you think you wore signiugP — 
Mr. Brooks said it was for the good of tho town. 

15,046. Is it not for the good of the town P — I do not 
think it is. There is no better gentlemen thnn gome 
who have their names attached to the memorial. 

15.049. Yon actually signed the memorial when yon 
did not know what yon wore signing ? — I never wrote 
it. 

15.050. Did you authorise your uamo to go to tho 
memorial F — I made my mark, not knowing what it 
wasabouL Yon will withdraw it now, please. 

15.051. Since we have ascertained how honest a man 

on are, you wish your name withdrawn P — I am os 

Quest as you are, and I am oa long in Armagh. 

15.052. Did yon say, to put your name to this 
memorial P — He said it was for tho good of the town, 
but he did not explain it to mo. If it was against 
Mr. Gardner and 21i'. Biggs, I would uot sign it. 

15,052. Will you tell me when yon saw Mi\ Gardner ? 
— I saw him this morning at tho markets. 

15,05-4. Did you see him before with reference to 
this memorial?— Several times daring this week. 

15.055. Where did yon see him with reference to itP 
—In Lower English Street. 

15.056. Did he go to your house P — Honestly, ho 
did. (Laugliier.) 

15.057. Did he ask yon to come here mid withdraw 
your name P — He did not. 

15.058. Did any person?— No person. 


15,069. What did Mr. Gardner say P — Ho asked mo, 
did I sign against him, oud I saiil not to my know- 
ledge. 

15,060. What is your occupation P— I am a pmisionor. 


Geobge Susbuy examined. 

15.061. (Mr. Best.) You are laigoly in the cattlo 
trade P — I am. 

15.062. You are a large farmer ns well ? — I am. 

15,003. What laud do you hold ? — Up to 300 acres. 

15,064'. Yon say you are extensively in tho cattle 

trade?— I am, both hi Irvo cattle and also in the 
victunllhig trade. 

15,005. How long have yon bcou in tho victualling 
trade in Aamagh? — All my life. 

15.066. (Proi2mn>7 a nwinoi-ioZ.) Is that yom- writing, 
Mr. Sherry ; is that yonr sign&tnro to that memorial? 
— It is uot. 

15.067. You live in English Stroot, that is your resi- 
dence P — Yob, but that is not my signature. 

15.068. Have you made inquiries as to who signed 
your immo to this momoiM r— I know nothing at all 
about it nntil this morning. Mr. Gardner and yonr 
brother (»me into the shop and asked me to appemr 
hei'B to-day, and I said I would. They asked mo if that 
was my Hignatiu'c, and I said it was not. 

15.069. Yon know the memorial is about tbe transfer 
of the markets from under tho control of tho toll 
committee to the town commissionci's. Would yon, as 
a matter of fact, Mr. Sherry, sign a memorial to toko 
the markets from the toll committoo and hand ovor tho 
management of them to the town commissionora P — I 
would not. 

15.070. Yon have boon attending tho markets here 
for a good many years P — I have. 

15.071. Canyon giro us an idea; just let us have 
youi’ opinion how they arc conducted P — I heliovo they 
ore fairly condnetod. 1 have no fault to dud with them 
except the laying down, of tho carts on the streets on 
market days, to which I object. Tbe carts ore laid 
down opposite tho shop doors, and they ora an 
inconvemencc. 

15.072. But how long does this take place — moon 
the laying down of the cai'ts on tho sti-oets ; does it not 
take place merely about six weeks in the year P — About 
that, when tho potato mavkots are heavy. 

15.073. You attend the Ai-magh markets rosrnlarly P — 
I do. 

15.074. Yon buy cattle bhrongh the country P — I do 
at other fairs. 

15.075. Have you ony toll to pay iu Aimagh market P 
— ^Nono. 

15.076. Is there toll paid in any of tho adjacent 
towns ? — No, 

15.077. None ui Portodown P — 1 do uot attend 
Portadowu market. 

15.078. Is it tho enstom of yourself and other 
victuallers to buy cattle by weight P — It is not. 

15.079. Hare you, ns a farmui-, boon asked to soil 
hero by weight P — No. 

15.080. And yon never buy by weight ? — Never, I 
might say. 

15.081. Do yon attund other markets P — I do. I 
attend markets in Glasalough, Monaghan, Moy, and 
other towns. 

15.082. Is there any provision made iu these lairH for 
the weighing of live cattlo ? — None at all. 

15.083. Is there a weighbridge in Amnmh capable 
of weighing cattle, if sn^ were desired P— 1?hcro is. 

15.084. Have yon at any time been oakod to bny 
cattle by weight? — Never. 


Ci* 0 S 8 -examiued by Mr. GiXtAGSEB. 

15,085. Look at this signatm-e again ; whose writing 
m It, upon your oath ?— It is my son’s. I would not 
sign any snob memorial, 
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15,080. I fvtn not sojing you would, Mr. Shei^ ; I 
am only wishing to glean the facta of the case. Your 
Kon, 1 auppoae, assists yon in the business? — He 
does. 

le,0S7. Do von know liy whose authority he sigJied 
that memorial , or had he any nuihnriiy for .so domg ? 
— He had no authority from me at all. I was called 
upon by 31r. Orav to s]>cnk about the cart.s at the door, 
and I said I would certainly give my name to assist in 
baviog this gj-iemnoo rememed. 

15.06S. Come round here, Mr. ESheiry ; ia that roar 
signature /i) a «ai«a oit f?ic iiioHoWnf) ?~lt is 

not. 

15,082. l\"boso aignuturo is that? — It is my father’s. 

15,020. Your son, yon have told me, assists you in 
the buiinoss ? — He does. 

15,091. With regard to the weighing of live cuttle, 
do you not think it would be a pvojier thing to have n 
weighbridge iu the market for this purjjosc ? — It is 
nevt-rdune. I do not think cuttle will erer be sold in 
ibis conutiy by weight. 

13,023. .\re they not sold in England by weight? — 
They are not that I know of. 

15,093. Do ynn know of any markets in England 
where they arc sold by weight ? — Xo, I do not. I w.is 
in Manchester last Tuesday, and we sold 12i) beasts 
there just by the bund. No' one asks ns there to sell by 
weight. 

ir»,0(4. But all jicnplo are not os giMl jatlgcs as you 
oi-u ; do you not think it would be a good thing to sell 
by weight? — It is, 1 know, accoi'diug to law, but it ia 
never carried out. 

15.095. iJTr. Sat.) There is a weighbridge in the 
market if it i.s wonted for the weighing of live cattle? 
-There is. 

15.096. You did not untlinrise your son to sign your 
name to this memorhd ? — I did not. 

15.097. (3fr. rominissioner Slack.) Have yon ever 
attended Dublin markets ? — 1 have often, but not 
lately. 

15.098. Have yon not seen them often weighing live 
cattle there ? — People may du it, if they like, but it ia 
ii(»t asked fur. 

15,000. iJ/r. Dost.) How many cattle do you dispose 
of in a year ?— Wo dispose of well up to 100 a week. 

15.KKI. f.'o)iviiUi>ioiit‘r Slick.) Principally in the 
English markets i — Y’es, chietly there. 

15.101. And you arc never asked to weigh fat cattle? 
— ^Never. 

16.102. Is it fat cattle you deal iu ? — Both kinds. 

JiTOa ft ran yrH examined. 

15.103. (ill . Yon were examined at the inquiry 
on the hist occasion ? — I was. 

15.104. 1 believe yon then handed in several docn* 
ments relating to the aTrangemeut and management of 
the markets in Armagh, and us to their creation and 
such like P — Yes, I may say I gave voluminous evidence 
them 

1.5,10.'/. After that you readMr.Peel’B evidence before 
the Chief Boyal ComitiissioueTB whensittiug in Belfast ? 
— have seen it. 

15,100. Had you notice of his going up to give 
evidence before that Commission ; oad yon notice as 
secretary to the toll committee ? — ^No. 

(Jfr. Oallajitcr.) The sitting of the Commiasion was 
convened by public notice. 

(2fr. CoiitmissiO/ier SlacI;.) The Boyal Commissioners 
at the time vrero holding an iniiniry into the condition 
of the Belfast market?, and Mr. Peel came up from 
Armagh, and gavo some evidence placing before them, 
as he said, some facts that bad not been previously 
communicated at Armagh. Mr. Peel wrote to Mr. 
Jloi/ke, the secretary to the Commission, and he and 
a deputation from .i^nmgh attended. 

(ifr. T. (?. Peel.) The adveniaement, sir, was a 
gene^ advertisemeut, und did not confine the giving 
of evidence to Belfast at all. Yon will find you are in 


error remrdiug that, as it was a ^jneral invitation to 
those who had complaints to make, and as we hcaid 
the toll committee were going to avail themselves of 
the opiwrtnniqr wc wont oorsolvcs. 

. Shiek.) At all events you were 

justified iu attending. 

I3fr. Gtdliglii-r.) Thnnk you, sir. It is illcgedwe 
went surreptitiously, 

(ITif/icjs.} So you did. 

(3fr. Sesl.) Yonhudan opportunity of giving evidence 
on the 11th June last, the same us we had. You were 
iioL, howi-ver, eoutoni with this, hut worn toDelfiist, 
without giving us notice, and hence this inquiry, 

(ZIr.Fcel.) Yes, when the toll committee threatened 
to go we were obliged to do so. One of the committee, 
at (ill uveuts, threatened to go and give evidence before 
tbo Soy.al Coininitsiouers, uud we have men here who 
can nrovc it. You_ threatened, and we availed 
oui'sdves of the couditious of the Lnquiiy iu Belfast, 
and went down anil gave evidence. ITie toll committee 
have no right to say we weutlwliind their backs. 

15,107. (Hr. Bc$t to uUiicm.) Tn reading over 
Peel's ovidcncG Itcfoi-e the Chief Boyal Commis- 
sioners, he stated, it appears, that some years you have 
taken oft’ W. to catry out the terms of yoiir trusU 
Have you at any time reduced the amount of the 
debentures ? — As I said at the last inquiry, originally 
the debentures were 25/. Irish; but they were rednoed 
by two Ecparutu jHiyiubuts tu 15?. bterliiig. 

15,lU3. Oil those old dcbeuturcs six' per cent, was 
jMiidP— Yes; they were issued nt six per cent., and, as 
far as I know, they have always jiaid six per cent. 
However, at the Boyal Commission lield some time 
ugo, 1 think in 165’3, und of which 1 hivve no record, it 
would appear that it trauspired in the eridcncc of the 
then treaBiirer, my predecessor, that live por cent, had 
been raid for somo time. As I said before, I have no 
record of this, but I got it from tbe evidence placed 
before the 1853 Commission, of whiob Mr. Black has a 
copy. 

15,102. How many old debentures were there? — 
Pifty-eigbl. 

15.110. How many do the members of the toll com- 
mittco hold themselves? — Some IG or 17. 

15.11 1. or the eight members of Ibe roll commiltec, 
how many lun tomi eummisHioners ? — Four or tire. 

15.112. And the remainder, hare they ever been 
members of tbe town commissioners ? — Most of them 
at one time or another, 

15.113. Was the chairman of yoor board the chairman 
of the town commissioners ? — & hod been. 

15.114. How many poor law gaurdians sit for this 
electoral division ? — Four. 

15.115. And of these four, bow many belong to the 
toll committee ? — I am not sure; but Iwould say about 
three. 

15.116. Those three are reinrued by the votes of the 
people P—1 believe so. 

15.117. One of these three ia deputy vice-chairman 
of the board of gnardiaus ? — He is. 

15.118. "Who nominated these guardians ? — 1 have no 
personal recollection. 

15.119. Mr. Feel, in the evidence he gave before tho 
Hoj-ol CommisHion in Belfast, was asked if it were the 
wish of the inhabitants of Armagh that weighbridges 
for weighing live cattle should be constructed, and he 
said there was no donht abont that. Has there been a 
reciueat made to you, as secrcfaiw’ of the toll committee, 
that such should b^ done?— There has never been an 
inquiry for such a bridge so fur os I know. There ms 
au intimation from tra constabulary wben the Act 
came into operation, that we should comply with tbo 
Statute ; but seeing there was no toll chared on cattle 
in our markets and iuira, they did not see time they 
came within the meauiug of the terms of tbs Act. 
There ia a weighbridge available ; it is well cousrmcted, 
and quite capable of weighing any fat beasts that may 
be put upon it. It is all nonsense that there is a 
refusal to comply with the wish of tbe people in this 
respect. 

B 2 
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15.120. Have yoa aver received a recjuiBitioB or 
memorial from the towa commissionerB, or from^e 
people geuerally of Armagh, on the snhiectr — Ho, 
never to ei-ect a -weighing machine. 

15.121. And you have nevevreceivedsuoh a memorial 
from farmera or dealers? — tfever. 

15.122. Some objection has been raised to your 
spending money upon the infirmary and the Mall and 
olher phkces ; do you remember when the money -was 
spent on the Mall P^The espenditiu-o upon the Mall 
took place from 1832 till 1845. 

15.123. There -vvas no obligation with the Primate 

that this was to he done ?— Hone that I know of; but 
it was an understood matter 

(ifr. I must object to understood 

mattei-s. 

(TFiireeeB.) Please do not interrupt me. 

(Mr. &allaffher.) I am interrupting not you, but any- 
thing going forth as an understood mattei", of anything 
thatls understood we should have some e-ridenee, either 
ft -writton document or evidence of a conversation with 
the Primate, that this money -was to be expended, or 
that the toll committee were under no obligation to 
expend it. 

{3fr. OommiBBioiicr Hlacl:.) Let Mr. Gardner proceed 
first of all. 

(TFiiKcss.) That ei^enditui-e took place before I hod 
any recollection 

(ifr. Gallagltcr.) Thei-efore you can give no evidence 
about it. 

(ifr. Best.) He can from his Ixjoks. 

(Mr. GtdliigJisr.) Produce the boobs. 

15.124. (Mr. Best.) Show me the minute of the 
18th April 1842, just read is, and see if it will refresh 
yonr memoi 7 as to how the money was spent? — Yes, 
there is a minute about the Tontine Room passed on the 
4tb March 1842. 

15.125. (Ifr. GaUagher.) Are those the treasurer’s 
hooks you are producing P — It is the minute book. 

15.126. Have you a -ti-easurer’s book? — I have not; 
perhaps Mr. Peel can tell you. 

(if)-. Peel.) I think that very improper ; -unless I 
state tJie book I could not have it. 

15.127. (Ifr. Gullaglier.) Have you atreasui-er’s book P 
— I have not. There was no book reached me belonging 
to my predec<s8or as treasurer. 

15.128. Was there any such book kept? — How could 
I tell you ? I never saw it. 

15.129. (Ifr. Rest.) With reference to the money 
expended on the Tontine Rooms, at whose request was 
it expended P — ^At the suggestion of the Primate. 

15.130. At that time did thn Primate offer to give you 
a new lease without any fine if this and other work were 
done ? — Yea ; the resolution went on to say that in 
cousideration of the Lord Primate having agreed to 
renew the lease of the tolls for 21 years free of charge, 
his Qrace having expressed a -wish that better accom- 
modation should be pro-vided for the musioal society 
and for other pnblio matters than the present room 
could afford, and it having been suggested that the 
room should be enlarged to mve the necessary accom- 
modation, it was aCTced to nave the Tontine Rooms 
examined by an architect and have his opinion. 

15.131. Have you any recollcctiou, in reading over 
the minutes, of where the Primate requested or re- 
commended that money should be expended on the 
Mall P — 1 have not ; but it came through his agent, the 
sovereign of the town. 

(Mr. Gallagher.) This is giving evidence of what 
happened before you -wore connected -with the town at 
all. 

(3fr. Best.) it extends simply to what he knows over 
and above the minutes. 

15.132. (To mtnessi) Yon have not stated that of 
which you have no knowledge. What do you know 
about the Mall? — remember the boundary wall being 
built, and I remanber the men who built it ; a filthy 


sewer there was also covered over, and these were paid 
for hy the toll committee. 

15,133. Have yon any resolution on the boola with 
reference to tie money expended on the infirmai*y ? — 

I find an order for lOOf. to be paid to the treasui-ei- of 
the county infirmary for improvements, Captain Patton 
having intimated to the coramit-tee that the Lord 
Primate intended to renew the lease free of rent or 
fine, as had been done by his Grace’s predecessors, so 
long as the funds were applied to local useful pm-poses. 

15,184. With refei-ence bo the live pig market, is 
there any charge upon pigs on foot coming into 
Armagh? — ^Hone. 

15.135. Is there any charge upon any class of live 

pig ? There is no chai-ga except upon those coming in 

in cai'ts — suckers, os they are calloil. 

15.136. And what do the toll committee charge for a 
crate or cart of suckei-a P — Twopence. 

15.137. It is not 2d. per pig ? — Not at all. 

15.138. Mr. Peel, in his evidence before the Chief 
Commissioners, stated that 2d. was collected for every 
live pig sold in the market ; is thr-t so P — No, it is not. 

(Mr. Peel.) I did not suy so. 

(Mr. Jesf.) If you look at page 13 of the evidence 
then given you will see that Peel pointed out thei-e 
that the toll committee ooileeted 2d. on every live pig 
sold in the market on Tuesdays, and that because they 
did so they were bound to provide scales, but failed to 
do so. 

15.139. (To witness.) Are there any live pigs sold by 
weight P — ^No, I never heard of it. 

15.140. And you have kno-vm the market for a long 
time ? — Yes. 

15.141. What is the charge made on pigs sold by 
dead weight ? — Fourpeuce a pig. 

15.142. Does that cover all the charges of the toll 
committee P — ^Everything that the toll committee derive 
from the market. 

15.143. It is nob, as stated, that is charged on 
every dead pig in Armagh ? — No, not, at all events, hy 
the toll committee. 

15.144. Do you over remember a charge of 6d. being 
made on dead pigs in Armagh ? — ^No. 

15,146. Since you became treasurer it is only 4f?. ? — 
Yes, since I remember. 

15.146. Within the lost eight or nine years has the 
toll been taken off any produce coming to Aimagh 
market P — Yes, it has been entirely removed fi-om oate. 

15.147. Whan was the toll taken off the oatsP — In 
November of 1880. 

15.148. Do you remember what amount was allowed 
the man who had the tolls then rented on account of 
the toll on oats being removed P — The contrftct bad 
been entered into at the 1st November before the com- 
mittee had agi-eed to remove the toll refei-red to. 
Subsequently this change was made, and wo had to 
modify the terms of tho contractor’s bargain by taking 
off 112Z. In other woi-ds, there -was an allowance of 
112Z. oft’ the price at which ha contracted for tho tolls 
in order to meet the remission on oats. 

16.149. That brought the ooutracb in that year up to 
500Z, P — I suppose it did. 

15.150. What waa tho retnrn of tolls for 1886 P — For 
the year ending November lb86 the i-etum was 
563Z. 14s. 8d. 

15.151. Since 1880 there has been no toll charged 
on cars P — None. 

15.152. The markets have increased in the meantime, 
and instead of their bringing in 3H5Z. odd when the toll 
was taken off oata in 1886, the return was 6631. lla. 8(J. 

15.153. Have you a rotam of the average tolls 
received for the post 11 years P — Yea. This -was pre- 
pared for the lost inquii-y. ITie average for the 
11 yeaa-8 up till 1886 waa 492Z. I bIbo prepm-ed a thi-oe 
years’ average, and for 1884, 1885, and 1886 ic amoonted 
to 5621. 

15.154. The highest year was 1884 ? — ^Yea. 

15,165. It was, I believe, 16Z. more than 1886 P It 

was. The three yeai-s I have given applied altogether 
to our o-wn management and colleotion. 
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15.156. [Mr. Gallagher.) And the other price refers 
to the time they were farmed ont ? — Partly, and partly 
to ourselves. 

15.157. (If)'. Beet.) Yon knovr the flax market? — 
Ido. 

15.158. You kno-w it ia not rated now ? — It has been 
struck off the rate. 

15.159. Is thei-e any toll on wheat coming into 
Armagh ? — ^No, nor never was. 

15.160. Was there a toll at one time on grass seed ? — 
At one time there was, but it has been abandoned. 

15.161. Is there any toll on flax? — ^Ko. 

15.162. Who provided the flax market? — The toll 
committee. 

15.163. At what expense ? — Over 6001. 

15.164. Was there any toll collected on flax? — Kever 
to my knowledge. The flax market, to my mind, has 
been an incnbns upon the committee. They have never 
received anything from it. 

15.165. Was that the reason you asked it not to be 
rated ? — Pai'tly. The rating went on for a good while, 
but it was a trifling thing as long as we were subject to 
a moderate and equitable borough rate. \\Tien the 
i-aling was altei-ed, and we were brought under the 
opei-ation of Sanitary Acts, we were faxed for water in 
this market, and there was no water in it. We were 
taxed also for water in other places, even for those 
roome out in the yard attached to tbis building. We 
were also taxed for it in tbe pork market, and in the 
hay and straw market, where we never used it. In fact, 
in some places the watei' ia not even introduced, 
although it is charged for, and that being so I thought 
it a gi-eat hardship. I thought we ought to endeavour 
to modify the valuation so as to meet what I believed 
was altogether objectionable, and I submitted to the 
valuator some remarlm about this modification. He 
believed the valuation of the flax mai’ket should be 
included in tbe valuation of 105L, as we derive no 
benefit whatever from it. It was merely an adjunct to 
a large valuation. That was my argument beiore the 
valuator. 

15.166. Is the flax market still held where it was 
last year ? — Yes. 

15.167. The place is not waste in the ordinary sense 
of tbe woi'd ? — It is not rated this year. 

15.168. Do you know the price of gi'ound taken by 
the toll committee for the purpose of enlarging the 
markets ? — Yes. 

15.169. How long had the town commissioners had it 
in their hands ?— Ht was lying, and no offer could be 
got for it. 

15.170. Did yon offer the place to be let ? — We did. 


matter? — They never made anything by it. I was 
struck by the _ implication of this evidence, and the 
gross calumny it was upon the toil committee. 

15.179. Is it a fact that formerly yon were not rated? 
--Long ago we were allowed to' go free, but at that 
time the toll committee were giving more or less, ae 
they conld afford it, to the town commissioners. 

15.180. At the present time, in taxes alone, howmueh 
do you pay ? — The gross amount in 1^8 was 98?. '2s. 

15.181. How much of this went to the town comuiis- 
Stoners ?— That might be rather misleading, as I think 
there would be 20Z. of the first item of 55?. that belonged 
to the previons year. 

15.182. How much would the town commissioners 

. froia yoa in this year ?— It would be something 

like 35?. for borough and water rates. 

16.183. You had the conntv cess to par? Yes, and 

income tax and poor rates. 

15.184. And taking off the 20?. from the 98?. would 
leave 78?, ?— Yes. 

15.185. In 1887 how much did vou pay in taxes ? 

The borough, sanitarv, and water rates in 18S7 
amounted to 20?. Os. Id., but then there is what I took 
ott for the succeeding year, and that would bring it uu 
to over 40?. 


15.186. The town commissioaers therefore in 1887 
gob 40?. from the toll committee ? — They did. 

15.187. IThat did they receive in 1886 ? Thev 

received 32?. 2s. Qd. 

15,1^. And in 188o r— -32?. 2s. 6c?. ; the two vears 
were identical. 


15.189. What was it in 1884 ?— It was 271. 2s. od. 

15.190. In 1683 ?— 23?. 2s. 6d. 


aa a miuiei lucc, you uave uccn paving 
more and more gradually to the town commissioners 
—Yes. Li 1882, 1 might add, we paid 22?. 16s. 2d. 


15,192. What rents have you to pay in addition to 
the taxes ?— With regard to the borough rale, if you <»o 
back to 1866, you will find that ail we had to pay rroa 
12?. 8s. 3d., but it has been increasing gradually ever 


15,193. Of the moneys collected by the toll com- 
mittee you have certain amounts to pay in the shape 
of rents ? — Yes, we have to pay the Crown quicrent of 
6s. 8d., and other items, amounting in ail last vear to 
69Z. 4s. 5d. 


16,194. Of all the money that is collected bv tbe toll 
committee, how much ia paid away to the shareholders 
or debenture holders P — There was six per cent, paid on 
the old debentures of 15?. each. 


15.171. Did yon get a single offer for it P — ^Ho, not 
one. 

15.172. Kow long did it lie useless to the toll 
commiitee P — Oh, for some years. 

15.173. It was afcei-wards taken by the Messrs. 
McCrum and Best ? — ^Itwas. We were in a difficulty for 
money, and bad this piece of surplus land on our Lands. 
W'e felt that we wonld either have to issue fresh 
debentures to cairy out the improvements we had 
commenced, or let land if possible. 

15.174. Is it ti'ne, as stated by Mr. Peel, that the toll 
committee made 600?. ont of thas ground, and did not 
devote it to the proper purpose f 

(Afr. Feel.) I did not say that. 

(TFi?ne«s.) 'They never made one halfpenny ont of it. 

15,176- {Mr. Best.) Was it an advantage to the toll 
committee for these people to take the land ? — It was 
decidedly an advantage. They were the only public- 
spirited people who came forward to do good for the 
town. 

15.176. This place is all built upon now ? — It is. 

15.177. And bringing in a considerable revenne P — 
It ought to be bringing in a large revenue now. 

16.178. Mr. Peel says that while they lost money upon 
the post office, they sold what wc have been rererrmg 
to and made 600?., and did not place anything of ^la 
to the credit of tbe Trust. What is your opinion of the 


15.195. How much is paid on ihe old and new? 
— There is 52?. 4s. ou the old and 65?. on tbe new. 

15.196. The new are at five per cent.? Yea. 

15.197. That is 117?. 4«. for interest Just so. 

15.198. And the rest is devoted to the payment of 
rates and bisea P— Yes, and the balance is laid out on 
the maintenance of the markets, such as necessary 
repairs. 

15.199. Mr. Eiggs is your chairman ? — ^He is. 

15.200. Dots he go ronnd the markets every Tuesday ? 
— He and I have gone every Tn^day together for many 
years. Sometimes Mr. Perris or i^r. McClelland goeu 
ronnd. Ever since the improvements began in the 
markets we have gone round, and a year or two before; 
that we endeavoured to see that tbe eontraeior was 
doing his duty in providing proper carriers and 
attending to tbe other bnsiness of Che market. 

15.201. How much does this terribly interested party 
—this chairman of yours— get for tbe interest of hU 
money? — All he gets is about 18#. per aannm. 

15,20'2. (Mr. Gallagher.) Is Mr. William John B«t a 
member of the toll committee P — He is. 

15.203. Is Mr. McCrom a debenture holder?— He 
is. 

15.204. Was there a lease of the ground you have 
spoken of to Messrs. McCrom and Best?— I believe 
so. 
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15 205. Are yoti awaro of it astreasurerandsecrotary 
to the toll committee P— I am aware there were two 
leases made of aarplns ground. 

15.206. Did they pay anything for it?— No, no 
poi'Cliaso money. 

16.207. ‘Were yon here npuu tho last occasion when 
this iminii’y was proceeding P — I was. 

13.208. Did you hear Mr. 'William John Best 
e.tamiued P — I think I did. 

15,200. Did yon hear him state that ho made 500?. 
out oT that, ground?— I did not hear him stato that, 
hnt I saw it reported. 

15.210. Then it is a^enrate what Jlr. Peel stated, 
only that 600L was the sum spoken of instead of 500/. P 
—1 do not admit tho accuracy of anything Mr. Peel 
states. 

15.211. Is it hecause Ur. Fuel yaya it, it must bo 
nocesEarily macenrnte? — ^As a genural rule his state- 
ments aiu so misleading that it ia very hard to tmdoi-- 
staud them. That is one of the misleading Ktatcmoiits 
I refer to. 

16.212. Do you think your board was acting within 
tho terms of the trust in demising portion of the trust 
premijea to then* debenture holders ?— If it is a question 
of law ; I am no lawyer. 

15.213. It was done, howerer P— I boliere what they 
did was justified by the terms of the deed. 

15.214'. Did YOU stato at the Inst inquiry that the case 
of a mail called McGrinniby was withdrawn by him, and 
that ho paid tho costs P— So ho did. 

15.215. Will yon look at that notice {pmhicnt) •, is 
that not from your own solicitor, Mr. Bell? — I do not 
know anjlhiiig about ik 

15.216. Well, it mns to tho cflcct that notice is 
heieby given that tho uotico of appeal in this cost— 
meaning the case of UoGiuuity— is withdrawn, and 
that ho wonld not be further proseented, mid that tho 
appellants were prepared to pay any costs incurred by 
the respondents up till tho date of the notice. Arc you 
awaro, sir, that John UcGinnity got a dismiss, and 
that the notice of a]ipeal ivas withdrown, luid the coats 
paid? — We were pnt out of conrL by a preliminary 
objection raised by Ur. Peel. 

15.217. But I should know all alwnt it, as Ihappsned 
to be tho solicitor acting? — ^Wcll, it must bo another 
case. 

15.218. So ranch for your own accuiuoy, Ur. Gai'd- 
ucr P-r-I do nut set roysefr np as iuralliblo. 

15,210. But you should not make charges ogalust 
others P — Wc are all liable to commit errors. 

15,220. With regai-d to the debentures, are you aware 
of the terms of yonr trust deed ? — Yes j at least I havo 
read the trost deed. 


15.229. But I mean youi' indobtedness from the trust 
deed in 1825, when thoro was a sum of 1,7001. Irish P — 
That was tho purc'haso money. There was also an 
fX]K-nditttvu iiinuuuting to a couple of hundred 
ponnclfl. 

15.230. Cliin you say what was tho amount of your 
debontnrpfi in easli in tho year 1826, when tho liust 
deed was executed ?— I suppose it was 1,700/. ; that is 
wlint is in the deed. 

15.231. I make it up as 1,638/. ; ia that correct P— It 
may lie. 

16,2ffil. What is your piusent indebteduosa ? — It is 
2,170/. 

15.233. Then havo you not, since Uio yem- 1825. iu- 
orensed your itulobtwlncss by over 530/. P — Woll, 
perliaps it may be. 1 never looked into it in this 
wuy. 

15.234. Is that yonr idoa of ostahlishing a aiiikiug 

fuud P — Wo hiiTc made tho puvohaso of tlie 

15.235. I say, sir, ia that your idea of establishing a 
sinking fnnd ? — It is not. 

15.236. Is there any piusent idea amongst the 

memboi's of your bomu of ostabliahiug a sinking fund 
or paying oil' deboniuius P — There is tho nncTous of 

a sinking fund. 

15.237. 'Wliat does it amount to ? — To 13/. or I'W. 

15.238. Was thoro a meeting of yonr committee 
hold on the 1st Novombov last? — Wo always hold a 
Tiiooting on tho 1st day of Novombor. 

15,23‘J. Was there any motion jirouoseil thou by 
Mr. McCruni to eatabliah a sinking fonuP — Thoro was, 
1 think. Thoi’o wero both a roHoliition and an atnoud- 
mout, bat I do not think oitUor found a soeonder. 

IS.'^-l'O. Was the rosoltition to tbo olfcct that a 
substantial addition should he mode to tbo sinking 
fund, .md that the matter should bo cousidcvcii at an 
early date ?— That may be right, but os it found no 
sooouder, it is questionable whether I took any rooord 
uf it. 

15.241. You haveuuthiug on tho books to that olfoctP 
—No. 

15.242. Do you luraembor a resolution to that cfl’oot 
bolng proposed? — I think I do. 

15.243. But it was not socouded P — No. 

15,2-14. And still you say that there is, amongst tlio 
mouibors of your cominitico, tho iutouliou to establish 
a sinking fand? — 1 bolievo so. 

15,245. Is that ovidouco of it, the want of a seconder 
for the reaolotiou? — I do not say it is, That took 
place at the oainual mooting of the proprietors. It 
was not at a meeting of committee. 


16.221. You ai'6 aware it provides for the establish- 
ment of a sinking fund P— Yes. 

15.222. Since the year 1866 has any mtmey been pnt 
to the credit of this sinking fuud P— Yes, two sums of 
6/. each. 

15.223. Were those sums at one payment, or were 
they contributed from time to timo? — They wero two 
payments ; two lodgments of 6/. each. 

15.224. Can yousay at the time that those sums were 
BO placed to the credit of the sinkin;' fund, was thereon 
eatu occasion a balance to the credit of the toll com- 
mittee? — I could not say jnat at once, but I know tho 
balance must have bceu small, with the ]iruspoct of au 
immediate outlay tu a cunsidcrable extent. As u 
mutter of fact, since the last reduction of the Tuluo of 
tho old debentures there has been a coutinuoua outlay, 
Olid wo have been constantly wading. If wo have a 
respectable balance at tho oloso of one 3'ear, it is 
immediately taken away by tho payments that liecomo 
due. 

15.225. Yonr present position is this, yon have, on tho 
ouo hand, paid ufi’ 13 old debentures P — I do not know 
that they are paid oil'. There were only 68 in existonco 
when I came mtu office. 

15,2*26. Yon havo reduced their value from 25/. to 
15/. P— Yes. 

15,227. Yon have added 66 new debentures P Yes • 

wo have issued these at 25f. each, bemiug interest at 
fire per cent. 

15, *228. You have increased your indebtedness by 
over 5001. ? — ^We have increased it by 1,^/. 


15,246. Do not you believe, Mr. Gardner, it ia alto- 

E hov illnsovy, I moan this sinking fnudP — I do not 
evo anything of tho kind. 

15,247. The putting jiart of a sam of 13/. sinco 1886 
is, I suppose, snfficicut ovidsneo of it P — It is an 
evidenoe either substautiid or tho reva-se. 


15,248. I suppose you bolievo yon are keeping within 
tho terms of your trust by so doing? — ^Wo aro not 
stopping ontsluo uf it, at all oventa. 

15,24?). la that your ubjuct in jmtting aside ilui 132. P 
— I cannot say. 

15.250. You are tbo socrctarj’, and should loiow the 
object of putting aside this auiuP — I iiiinif itia voiy 
likely. 

15.251. And not pay it oll'P — How could wo pay it 
off with such a constant di-aiii upon our rcsourcoe, ku<^ 
a continual expenditure for jiublio puriKiscs. Tho 
ooramittuo has never, for tho lust 20 ycara, nllowod 
thomselveB such a Bubstantinl sum ns would pay off 
even tho instalments of tho dabonturcs. 


15,2a... Do you thiuk if somo of these so-called im- 
provements had not bcou carried out, thoro vrould have 
been ample means avnilabhi to pay off' some ol’ your 
mdebtedneas ? — It wo had doiio s=o, what wonld have 
become ot the town. The improvements wore a legiti- 
mate object of^ tho committou, tho oaiiTing of them 
out was a legitimate ecependituro. 


legiiimate lo oxpena tno 
rom of 900/. on the Mall instead of spending it for the 
benefit of the markota P— The markets were improved 
coincidently. ^ 
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15,2’4. Ton tbink it was mOTc important, more 
beneficial to tbo town, that the sum of 90i)/. shoald be 
spent on the Mall than getting rid of year indebted- 
ness? — I most esplaiu, with regard to this pom of 900?., 
that it WOP spread over a great number of j-c'-H’S, and 
it WHS very important that that part of the town 
should be improved. 

15.256. Has not your trust extended over a great 
nnmber of yoai-Rp — it has. 

15.256. Anil is it not ulro dcsimble that youi- in- 
debteduess should lie extinguished and the money at 
your disposal legitimately applied 5* — believe the 
terms of the deed have lioeu properly complied with, so 
for os the expenditure of the profits derivable from the 
markets are oonoemed. 

15.257. Ami the sinking fund is a myth, and should 
be so Lreiited Y — It, is not ii myth. 

15.258. Tou have, on the one band, reduced voar 
debeutnres, and, on the other, increased them? — les, 
and got 350t. worth of valne. 

15,25D. Have you any power under your trust deed 
to issue new debentures at all ? — 1 believe we have. 

15.260. Did you take the adi-ico of counsel on the 
subject? — I do not know; but tbe issne of the de- 
bentures was made, I thiok, under legal advice. 

15.261. Although yon h-nvo undertaken tliis large 
oatliiT or liability, yon do not know whether counsel 
has advised whether you have sneh power or not? — I 
believe the propriutors of the tolls luive the power of 
retiueeting the trastves to ismto now debcutuves for the 
purposes described in the deed. 

15.262. 1 may tell yon, Mr. Gardner, you are entirely 
in orror ? — Very well, 1 may, but I do not want to get 
into law. 

15,263- Do ymi think an expenditure of -1001. on the 
market house clock a legitimate expenditure? — I 
do. 

15.264. Alfbnngh the committee are indebted to this 
large amount P — Yes; a deck was very much wauled 
here, auil we provided an ndmimlde one and a good 
bell, which I consider excellent value for the money. 

15.265. Have you or your board considered whether 

these tolls should or should not bo managed by a board 
olcctud by the people, or, in other words, on elective 
board ? — The toll committeo are nn elective Ijoai-d, and 
I believe 

1.5.266. 2Tevor mind year belief. Is not the con- 
stituency very small f — It is not large, no doubt ; but 
tbe toll committee com]>rise merchants of the town, 
who are most competent to discharge the functions of 
such a body. 

15.267. You would not like to extend tbe franchise P 
(Mr. Bett.) If wo proposed that you would tell us we 

had no power under our trust deed. 

15.268. (Mr. Gallagher to toitnega.) Would you or 
your board be satisfied to see the tolls admiuistered by 
a board elected by the people — thoroughly representa- 
tive of the public? — Certainly, if they_ were properly 
elected. If we hod a properly constituted boara of 
town commissioners, who would he men of independ- 
ence, and not under the control of any ono individoul. 
(Hear, hear.) 

15.269. You would he satisfied with that ?— Well, I 
do not know whether I would be C[uite satisfied or not. 

15.270. Do yon think the tolls should be managed os 
they huTO been for the past three years ? — I think they 
liavo been very well managed. 

15.271. Do yon not think they should be managed by 
a iiopular body elected by the people ? — If we were 
placed under a board in this town, that would give all 
tbe people proper representation, 1 would be quite 
satisfied. Bn, this does not exist ; it is not so. 

15.272. Do yon know ibat the board represent every 
person in the city rated at 52. and npwards ; is not 
that the franchise ? — Yes, it is ; but if wo had tbo 
clauses of the Towns Improvement Act in operation it 
would give a f^er representation to the different 
classes of the people. 

15.273. What olansea would you like to see in 
operation? — ^Well, if I answered your question, I would 
bo wandering into foolitiee, and I do not want to 
do BO. 


15.274. Hot at all. Mr. Gimluor. What mrrienlar 
clauses of the Act of Porliamcnt you refca- to would 

you like to see inirodneed in rcfer^ce to Armagh P 

I will not go into that. 

15.275. Yon object to the constitution of the bjard 
of town commissioners ? — I do. 

45.276. On the principle of Dr. Fell, I suppose. Y'ou 
have the mte book there ; do yon see the name of the 
flax market ? — I have seen it ; it is marked “ waste.” 

15.277. Is that n fair and honest representation? — 
It is. 

15,2<7a. It is a fair and honest repr^entntiou and 
description of property that the fl.ix market of 
Armagh is waste?— If wo cousider as waste what 
yields nothing; that is my definition. 

15.278. Do you think that a trader in Armagh, who 
is miikuigno iwolit out of his trade, would be justified 

in putting his house upon tho rate-book as waste f 

The cases arc by no means parallel. 

15.279. _You told us a moment ago that because it 
was yielding.uo profit, it was i-epreaeutedtothorevisiing 
valuer ns waste? — I told the revising valuer that I 
believed it to be a hardship to be charged for borough, 
sanitary, and water rates, lu addiiion to poor rate and 
income tux, on u property such as it was. 

15,280- And it was owing to the account vou gave 
him that he described it as waste ? — i did not gei it 
dcscrilicd as w.'iste. 

1-5,281. WTint description -did you ask him to put 
upon it? — I did uot ask him to put any description 
upon it. 

15.282. Did you ask to get it so described as to 
enable you te get it marked waste? — I did not ask him 
for that doscriptiou. 1 did not define the description in 
any way. 

15.283. Well, what did yon do ? — I told bim the fl.ov 
market tvns a place that cost the toll committee a large 
sum of money, and lhar there w.ts no toll or charge in 
any way for the goods the people brought to it. I 
also saii.1 that it is put upon the rate book, and this 
makes us liahlo for nub only the town rates, but also the 
whole of tho other rates. 

15.284. The flax market is a very important market 
in Armagh, although uot yielding any revenue ? It 
used to be a good market when liar was grown largely 
in tho country. 

15,28-5. Wus it not owing to the exertions of the 
town commissioiiei's that tho flax market wa.s revived 
in -j^nia^UP— Wo had that rcrerrwl to at the last 
inquin*. The town commissioners and the memljers of 
the toll committee also subscribed aud gob up premisms 
or prizes for the best qualities of liax in order to 
rehabilitate the market. 

15.286. Had that the effect of reviving it? — I believe 
it had to some extent, hut I look opon sneh movements 
always os being mure or less evanescent in their 
efiects. 

15.287. 1s this a true description of it, given by one 
of TOOT members, Mr. AVm. John Best, that the*lown 
commissioners luid made a great effort to restore the 
flax market, and their efforts were crowned with 
snccess, so that Armagh flax market became one of tho 
best markets in Ireland ?— It may be true, and I must 
say that Mr. Best would not have said it if it were not 
tmo. 

18.288. And that is the hoard you would not entrust 
with the mauagcmeui of the tolls ? — ^Yes. 

15.289. (Mr. What is the date to which you 
refer ? 

15.290. (Mr. Gallagher.) It is 1880. (To icjfacsr.l 
Was there anv arrangement come to under resolntion 
of your baard to sefi the tolls ? — ^No. never that I 
knew of. 

15.291. I ask yon again, was there any anangement ? 
— There was uo arrangement nor proposition befor'e 
tbe toll committee to sell the tolls that ever i heai d 
of. 

15.292. Did no deputation on the subject ever wait 
upon your board l^m tho town commissioners ?- - 
T^t 1 cannot tell ; but there was a letter at one tima 
from the town commissioners, suggesting the purchase 
by them from tho toll oommit^ when wishing to scU. 
We, however, made no efibrt to sell. 
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15.293. Did any pevsoD else make an effort to bay ?— 
Tlier wanted to know if we wonld Bell, and onr answer 
waa we do not wbuI to sell. In fact wo had no power 
to sell. 

15.293a. I will give yon the minute taken from the 
books. Here it is Armagh, Oot. 27, 1879. A 
“ special meeting of commissionei-s was held this 
'■ evening in tlie Tontine Rooms, a regular leonm- 
“ tion, signed by seven oommiasiouers, having^ bem 
“ presented for toe purpose, the only business being to 
'• consider, and, if necessary, to take steps regarding 
'• the purchase of the tolls. A deputation consisting 
of Messrs, Matthew Boll, W. J. Best, W. B. JerviB, 

" and Joseph Gillespie waited on the commifflioners, 

'* They i-epresentred th.it the .‘‘armere attending Armagh 
Market felt that the toll on oats was a great bard- 
ship, and the commissioneru, as representing therate- 
" payers of the town, shonld take steps to remove the 
“ burden. The several members of the deputation 
" were heard, and on their retiring the following re- 
*' solution was moved by Mr. James Best, seconded by 
" Mr. Robert Gillespie, and it was resolved, ‘ That 
" ‘ OUT town clerk write the toll committee in order to 

'• ■ ascertain from them what sura they will accept from 

'* ‘ the commissiouera for their and the other share- 
“ • holders’ interests in the tolls, or else lease the tolls 
“ ‘ in perjetuity, us the 41 & 42 Viet. c. 52 empowered 
“ ' the commissioners to take tlie same, giving Iho 
" ‘ pvcRcut interest to the toll debenture holders, 

" ' which they receive, providing in the lease for the 
‘ payment of debentures ye-arly as the commissioners 
■ >n.i y be able, with a view of extinguishing the levy- 
“ ‘ ing of the tolls and uttrecting fannere to onr 
“ ' markets, and that an answer be requested, if pos* 

" ‘ Bible, for next board day.’ The commissioners 
“ preront at this meeting were — Mr. William Best in 
" toe chair; Messrs. James Best, Robert Gillespie, 

*' Thomas Marsludl, R. Williamson, B. Walker, W. E. 

" Jervis, Edward B. Taylor, Henry HUlock, Joseph 
■■ Anderson, Benjamin ^binsou, all of whom cqn- 
“ curred with the resolution. J. G. Winder, chair* 

“ man.'’ 

(IV^iVness.) Very good. Hero is the letter I was 
instructed to write to iho commissionere. 

15,294. (Mr, Oallajker.) Have you any minute 
asking yon to write that letter P— This is the reply 
“ Armagh, 1st Nov. 1879. Dear Sir, — f duly received 
** yoni' favour of the 27to ultimo, with its cnolosui'e, 

“ namely, the resolution passed at a meeting of the 
“ town vommissioiiers, held on that day, and addressed 
“ 10 the Armagh Toll Committee, which I hiongbt 
" hefuro iho committee at the'u- meeting this day. in 
" reply, I am directed to say that whilst the toll com- 
" mittee arc anxious to adopt any suggestion tending 
“ to improve the public mni-kets, yet, as gnardians of 
an important trust, they feel the ueceasity of noting 
“ with care, to avoid a broach of it, and that os tho 
" town uommissioners are auxious to acquire their 
*• rights they will, if they are indemnified for the 
*' expense, submit a case to counsel, setting forth all 
“ matters connected wito tho toll liusts as well as the 
“ object of toe commissioners in ooqairing their acqni- 
*’ «ition, namely, tho abolition of toe tolls. Should 
“ counsel's advice he given in accordance with tho 
” wishes of the commissioners, the toll committee will, 
” with pleasure, euteitain their proposal of letting or 
” Belling. — I am, dear Sir, your obedient servant, 
*' James Gardkzb, Seorctary, Armagh Toll Oommittoe. 
“ To T. G. Peel, Esq., Town Ulork." I may add that 
the abolition of the tolls was tho object at that time. 


the town commissioiiarB. Mr. Bell was never a member 
of toe committee, and several others mentioned never 
were. "Tou are in error about these men. 

15.298. Are your aocoants ever officially audited ?— 
They are audited by the committee before the 1st 
November, when tbc meeting of tho proprietors is 
held, and then they are presented at that meeting; I may 
say ttt every meeting which is a finance one, at pvery 
quaitorly meeting, tho acooniits are thoroughly inves- 
tigated. In fact they get » double audit. 

15.299. Have you considei'cd the item of 302i. 11*. 6A 
for law costa ; is it not u h.rgc item ?— It is a large 
item, bnt there were several looses to bo mode out. 

15.300. What lei«us P-Two leases for surplus land 
at the Shambles. 

15.301. Did the lessees not pay for these leases P— 
Of course they did ; but there were costs bntweeu 
attorney and client, and costs also al'tor with rofcroucc 
to tho acquisitiou of tho projn rty. 

15.302. Bnt did the losseos not pay P — Tes, I am 
sure they paid wliotover they wore entitled to pay. 

15.303. For what were those costs then incurred P— 
If yon require the items yon can got them. 

15.304. There is one other matter with reference to 
these law costa There is in 188,5 an itom of 140k, 
and it is outeredMr. Vogiui, for cost of cjuctmpiit, 4l)L 
What about that?— Yon ought to know about that, 
Mr. Gallagher. 

15,306. I know a gi-cat deal, bnt I want this to go 
down on the notes of tho ovidonoo. What is that itom of 
401. ns costa of tho cjootuioub proceedings in tbu name 
of Mr. Vogan? — ^That was for a virtual ejectment pro- 
ceeding which Mr. Vogan was obliged to initiate with 
regard to ovcrholdiug of one of toe markets by Mcss«. 
Carberry and Ballantine. 

15.306. Untbe last occasion those people who were 

proceeded ngninst wore dcsoiibed os squattcre P — I 
^ow ; this is one of the cognomens our fricml hns 
attached, but they were not the squatters rofciTod to. 
liiQ squatters remn-ed to were . 

15.307. Was not Mr. Sherry, who hns just been 
examined, one of tho sijuatlers P — ^Kc. 

15,303. Do yon solemnly say Mr. Sheny was uot one 
of the defendants to the ejectment appeal P — ^Ho was 
bnt he is not one of tho poreous referred to as squattcre. 
The matter was so loi^ holding over, and notwith- 
standing tho attempt to keep the place closed, there 
were other persons who had not access to too enclosure 
getting in one way or other and settling thomsolTos 
dovm. 

15.309. Whether ho was a squatter oi’ not, was he one 
of tho defendants in tho ejeotmeub proccciliuga P — No. 

15.310. 1 would ask you tu think for a nuimont, and 
toll mo Bcricmsly whctbi-r lie was or iiotP — I know bo 
wus one of the dofenduuta to the ejectment pvucoediuga, 
but yon ore describing him as a squatter. 

15.311. And 80 with Mr. Bnllantiuo P— Tes. 

•Yes. 


15.312. And Mr. Carbony P— 

15.313. And all of tliosc Ore substmitial men residing 
in Armagh P — 1 believe so. 

15.314. And respootablo men P — boliovo so. 

15,815. And moil of wealth P — Mr. Sheny is a 

wuttltoy man, I believe. 

15,316. Wore the costs you iiaid for Vogan for tho 
use of Ins name P — No. 


15.295. You ore aware that in compliance with that 
resolution a case was stated to counsel, to the present 
Muster of the Bolls P — Not by tho toll committee. Wo 
do not know what was stated on the other side. Wo 
got no copy of what passed between the town commis- 
sioners, their solicitor, and counsel. 

15.296. Tour solicitor wonld not inform us of tho 
case Biiljmitted to coniiselp — I do not recollect very 
much about it. I know this, that he was asked to give 
copies of whateviiT deeds were required for the pur- 
pose, and he had a great number of them prepared, 
and at very considerable expense, bnt many of them 
were never eithei’ taken or paid for. 

15.297. There was a special meeting of the commis- 
sioners held on the 27th Ootober 1879. mid the rcsoln- 
tiou passed that I have read to yon P — ^Yea, and what 
1 have read is a reply to that commnnicatum. No 
deputation, oowever, went from the toll committee to 


15.317. Who was your eolioitor P — Mr, Bell. 

15.318. And for what did you pay costa for Mr. 
Vogan, except for tho use of his name P — I cannot 
cx^in it quite to you, bnt it was in rufoi'oncu to too 
position of matters, that it became nccusaary for 

Vogan to take the initiative iu these proceedings 
of ejectment. 

15.319. Do not you know that tho proceedings were 
initiated in tho name of Mi'. Vegan, and uot in the 
name of tho toll committee P — Yes, it was. 

_ 15,320. And was not tho 40Z. paid for Vogan allowing 
hie name to bo used P — I oamiot say what it woa for. 

15.321. Was not tho reason for using Vegan’s name 
because the title of tho toll committee was so bod that 
they had no hope of recovery P — cannot tell tbai. 

15.322. And even with the assistance of Vogan they 
did not recover P — We were advised it was better to 
compromise the matter. 
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15.323. Discretion wbs tto better part of Talonr, and 
yon bongbt tbom out P— Tea. 

15,32^. For the sake of ftccarucr, was it ii.it Tum'-L-lf 
who nsed tbe word squatter on' the last occasiou, I 
metui at the lost isqnirj P — I think I did. 

13,325. Was it not initiated b}- yon "r — It w.'is adopted 
and repeated by ilr. Peel. 

15,32d. Were you not at the time ref nina to those 
partiealar persona named already P — i was not apph in-r 
it to thorn. * ° 

15,327. In one of tho questions put the last time you 
were asked to take one case, that of Carberrv; bow 
much did yon pay altogether connected with that 

{ icrson ? You had to take legal pi-oceedings against 
dm. Mid after several failures, but you siy they weic 
not all failnraa, was not the money paid on the ^'mmd 
that yon had allowed him to enter iu and remain tlic-re j 
in other words, it was paid for the recovory of your own 

E voperty P Your answer to that is, esactl\-, they had 
I'comeaquattera j what do you say to that, itr. G-ardner? 
— The report is incorruot ; it sets forth what was not iu 
my mind. The squatters were people who had got in 
snrreptidonsly, and were making themselves nt home. 

(dfr. Gallagher.) Mr. Gardner, you see, as all events, 
that all the inaccuracies are not with ns. 

1.3,328. (3fr. Sat.) As to this terrible bugbear, the 
llall and tho expendiiurc upon it; did not that take 
lace half a century ago ? — It was coincident with the 
oginning of the trust. 

15,329. What is the date ?— From 1832 till 1845. 
We spent then 8701. 

15,330. Is noc the Mall about the highest rated 
portion of the city ? — I believe it is. 

15,331. And yields a large income to tho town 
commissioners? — The best houses iu the town are 
there. 

15, 332. _ Mr. Gallagher spoke to yon about increasing 
the liabilities of the committee ; did yon increase your 

assets at the time you increased your debentm'es P We 

spent 1,4001. on the markets at the time we issued our 
new debentures ; we expended this on improvements in 
the markets, and abont the same time the purchase fee 
of the tolls involved an outlay of l.OOOh 

15,333. That was about 2,5001. expended in three 
years p — About that. 

15,334. What did you realise by the issue of the new 
debentures P— 1, 3001. and wo px|K-nded 2,5001., so that 
I think wo wore not insolvent. 

15,335. Would the market square have lieeu of suffi- 
cient size for tho ntarkcbi if you had not increased it P 
— Oh, no ; the hay and straw market were mnt h too 
cin-uiuscribed, and I should also say the pork market, 
and great inconrenicnoe resulted from it. There were 
also a great many complaints about the blocking of the 
streets on market days, and these were the chief in- 
ceiidvGs for the outlay of money. We would not have 
laid out BO much if wo could Imve porchased a small 
quantity of land, but they were obliged to take the 
surplus land to got what they wanted. 

13,386. What rent did yon get out of it before 
Alcssrs. M'Crnm and Best got it F — 51. a year. 

15,337. What rent did they pay P — 301. ; they gave a 
goud ground rent. 

15,338. It was unoccupied P — It had been so for 
several years, and they paid rent when getting nothing 
from it. 

15,339. (ilTr. Cffmmssiouer Black.) As 1 understand 
from one of your prepared statements, you formed out 
the tolls down to 18^ P — Yes. 

15,340. You returned your receipts less wages? — 
Yes ; what you see in that statement is the receipts 
less wages, 

15,3-41. The wages are not included iu the payments 
on the other side of the account? — 2fo. 

15,342. I sea here you have an average for 11 years, 
and another for tliree years P — ^Yes. 1 md not know at 
first what yon wanted, and T prepared it for 11 years ; 
bat os soon as I knew it was for three years I also made 
that ont, so that yon have them both. 

15,343. This item of 1837. 17s. 5d. is an average of 
w&ges P — Yes. 

15,344. There ore tho rents running from 511. in 
1876 to 691. in 1886 P — In 1884 die rents were 681. 18s. lOd. 

1 59796. 


Thei't* wus the quitreut or Crown rent, the rent to 
Lord Durti-ey, of o-W. 5s. 3d. on the pork, hav, and strjw 
market: then to tliu representatives of William Boyd, 
for the fowl and u-gg market, the emu of 147. 6s. SJ.j to 
Mr. Jeukin^ou, for weighbridge house in Jail Suaaxe, 
87. t's. '-I : and !<i J-ibn Yngaii, shamblts and nork 
m.'irki.-i, 117. !•«. 

15,345. li wa,s Mr. Vugan's name as landlonl, I 
obsorre, y-jo wished ly use in ihc-se ejeeuuem proceed- 
ings P — Quite so. 

1-5.346. How often do the toll committee meet ?— 
Their stated meetings are quarterly >.ow . There are, 
of course, special meetings called fro icy particular 
purpose, and os for iLo aunuul meeting i must be held, 
according to the tems of the deed, oi. the Is t dav of 
2«oveiuber, unless this falls on ii Sunday. 

15.347. (Mr. O'inaijher.) Mr. Jeukiosem is laudlovd of 
a portion of the prein ises P — He is tho agent. 

15.348. Uus ho the bunse ailjoiuing the ilai market ? 
— He has several houses. Fun of the tiui market wua 
his pniporty or that of some of his clients, and the 
transfer of it was arranged through his father. 

15.349. He is one of the debenture holders of the toll 
committee?— He is. Heisalsoa town commissioner and 
a poop law guardian. He is not on the bench yet, but I 
hope he soon will. 

15.350. He has a bonse there P — He has, as I have 
said before, several houses. 

15.351. With reference to the one nearest his own 
bouse, has it o door opening from his own house to the 
flax market ?— It has, under the agreement, access to 
the dax market by the yard of the house adjoining it. 

15.352. When did he get that permission ? — ^About a 
year or two ago. 

15.353. What is the object of this? It was for 

the convenience of the tenant 

15.354. Does be pay the toll committee anything for 
this privilege P— Yes, Id. per week. 

15.355. I would not like to say it has been regularly 
collected P— It has been paid. 

15.356. It is like a sinking fund P — No. Mr. Jeokin- 
son is very good pay ; he pays everything he has to 
pay. 


Joux Fjlue& examined. 

15.357. (Mr. Bent.) Tun are oxteuairely in the pork 
trade P — I do a little. 

15.358. How long are you in the trade ? — I am 
47 years a buyer in Armagh. 

15.359. Have yon during that period observed the 
changes in the market here? — 1 have observed very- 
great changes in the markets. 

15.360. Have the changes been for the benefit of the 
markets? — Decidedly. Armagh used to be a very 
irregular market, but now it is a model. 

15.361. What otbcl markets do you attend? — ^Mona- 
ghan, Clones, Dungannon, and formerly Anghnacloy. 

15.362. Iu ihe::e ditferent markets is the accommoda- 
tion os good as in Armagh ? — Not at present. Tho 
accommodation in .Armagh long ago was worse than 
other places, but since the toll committee took it into 
their own hwds it is a model market. 

15,368. Is it a large market at present? — It is one 
of the largest markets in Ulster except Ballymena. 
Taking it all the year roond, it is one of the mrgeBt, 
and I speak only of what I know. 

15.364. Does it contiune all the year round? — It 
does. Since the merchants have begun to cure with 
ice it is all the year round, although formerly pork 
was sold only seven mouths in the year. 

15.365. Is there ample accommodation for buyers ? — 
Yes, ample. Since the toll committee got it into their 
own hands it is well conducted and well managed. 

15.366. You are u farmer P — I am, but not on a larae 
scale. 1 have, however, attended the markets regularly, 
and I do not think for 47 years I have missed 30 markets 

'in Armagh. 

15.367. Wh&t is your opinion of the management of 
the general markots P — I do not know anything about 
it. 

C 
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CroBS-examiucd by Mr. GALLAoiiEa. 

15.368. "Wliat do yoa mean by the toll committeo 
getting the markets P— Whnt I mean is simply this 
dome time ago the toll committee set the markets to 
contractors, and they did not pay the same attention 
to it SB has been paid since the toll committee ceased 
letting them and took the management in their own 
hands. 

15.369. I'ho toll committee were, however, the 
owners at that time also? — Yes, but they famed ont 
the moi'kcta hy tender. A great deal of it is dne to 
Mr. Eiggs, who goes to the maikets in all weathers, 
and secs how things aro going on. 

16.370. How long has that continued ?— Oh, sevoiul 
years. 

15.371. Since the agitation got up ? — I am not an 
agitator. I am u poaccablo man. 

16.372. (3fn OmumBsioner Slach) You would rather 
see the markets in the hands of the toll committee P — 
It is immaterial to mo, so long as they are well con- 
ducted or conducted in a proper manner. 

15,873. {Mr. B«<.) But could th&y be better con- 
ducstedP— I do not think they could; in fact I defy 
thorn to have thorn better condncled. 

JoHX SnEOAT examined. 

15.374. (Mr. Bui.) Yoa are a victualler and an 
extousivo dealer ia catUo ?— Yes, I am. 

15.375, How long have yon been in Armagh? — I 
woe bora in it. 

16.876. And have oeen onarying on business the 
timeP — the time. 

16.877. You are a large fanner as well? — I own a 
good deal of land. 

15.378. Yon con write, I need scarcely ask p — 
I oon. 

15.379. Look at this signature, John Sherry, as 
attached to this memorial, presented by the town 
commissioners to the Eoyal Commission in Belfast, 
and tell us if that is your handwriting? — I did not 
sign that. 

16.380. Hid you authorise any person to sign, it for 
you P — No, sir. 

15.381. The memorial is as follows : — 

" To the Eoyal Commissiou on Market Bights and Tolls. 

*' Memorial of tho professional men, merchants, 
tradesmen, and other ratepayers in the city 
of Armuh. 

“ Humbly mewetb — ^That yonr memorialists have 
seen atatemeuts given in evidwee before Mr. Assistant 
Commissioner Black when in Armagh, and in order to 
inform the !^yal Commission beg to state — 1. That we 
are in favour of the markets being placed under the 
control of the town commisaiouera, wno elected by tho 
ratepayers represent them at the municipal hoard. 
2. That without imdnly reflecting upon Miybody in 
person, your niemorialista are of opinion that tho 
Responsible body, called tho toll committee, has nob 
looked after tbs intei-ests of the farmers, townsfolk, 
and others having busiuess in tho markets, and there 
ia a strong conviction that so long as they control the 
tolls, customs, and markets, a serious injnstice will 
continue to be done to the general pnblio of Armagh 
and neighbourhood. 8. That yonr memorialists have- 
observed that one of the olyects of the inquiry is to 
ascertain what accommodation has been given in 
return for the toll collected. In former years the tolls 
were formed ont, and the markets were, as many others 
now are, held upon the streets; anditwas the busineBS 
of the lessee to make as much out of the toUs during 
the year he held them as he could, and but too 
frequently injustice was done to sellers of farm pro- 
duce who were not protected or properly accommodated. 
4. That memorialiate rcspeotfnlly but earnestly press 
the importanoo of having the markets placed under 
the control of an elected popular body, such as the 
town commissioners, who are responsible to the 
ratepayers.” 

would yon sign that memorial P — I would not. 

15.382. Ho you know how the markets ore con- 
ducted f — I do. 

15.383. And with reference to the cattle market 
especially?— I live convenient to tbe pork market, and 


I BOO a groat improvemont there. Tho fhrmcra aro 
well aatistiod with the treatment they get in Armagh. 

15,384. Ho you hoar any complaints about tho 
manngemont of tho markets ? — No ; we buy a great 
dual uf cattle ; vro havo thereforo a good knowledge of 
the peopio, and they all speak highly of Armagh. 
They prefer also to como to Armagh to sell pork. 

15,386. You deal largely in fat cattle P — We do, very 
largely. 

15,386. Ton know tbe market horo. I euppoao, very 
well ? — I do. 

15.887. Has any farmer over oaked yon to buy cattle 
by weight P — Novor. 

15.888. Ho you attend Portadown market P — I do 
oooasiaually. On one occasion I bought cattle by 
weight in Portadown. 

15.389. Going through tho country, do you buy by tho 
hoad or by weight P — Wo never buy by weight, just 
as they stand. 

15.390. 1b it the desire of tho victuuUcra that a 
weighbridge should be erected for weighing fat 
cattle P — hove novor hoard of it. 

15.391. Ho you, as a matter of fact, think it nccos- 
sary P — I sec weighbridges for the pnrpoao in Ennis- 
Idllen and Oloncs. I have been speaking to tho parties 
there, and they say they got no cattlo to weigh. There 
is one in’ Emuakilleii in tho cattlo market, and they 
get BO little to do there that four boosts would not bo 
pat on it during tho whole day. 

15.392. Would tho bridge in tho market iu'Annngh 
be suitable P — If a roil woro put round it, it would no 
very suitable. 

15.893. You say if a rail were put round' it, it would 
be suitable P— I do. 

15.894. What is your opinion with reference to the 
conduct of the markets ; are they well or ill managed P 
—They are very well conducted. The farmers in the 
countiy, in Monaghan and Tyrone, are well pleased 
with the pork mai-kot in Armagh. 

15.395. Ho you think it would be for the benefit of 
the town if the markets were taken from the toll 
committee ? — I think no one could manage them better 
than they are managed at present. 

15.396. The people whom yon know aah weU satisfied, 
and not anxious that tho mai-kets should be taken from 
the toll committeo P— Yes. I believe, and so do the 
public, so far 08 I know them, that the markets could 
not be in tho hands of hotter men than those who have 
the presentmanagement. 

Cross-examined by Mr. GxiLA6H£n. 

15.397. Whose writing ia that in the memorial, if it 
is not yours P — I boliovo it is my wife’s. 

15,398 Ho you not know for a certainty if it is yonr 
wife’s P — I believe it is. 

15,899. Hid yon ask bor if she signed tho memorial P 
—I never asked her, and she never mentioned anything 
about it. 

16.400. You do not find any fault with her signing 
yonr name to the document P— I told her it was wrong 
to sign anything without my consent and approval. 

16.401. Hid you hear tho memorial P—1 did not hoai- 
it road. 

15.402. Ho yon, as a matter of fact, thinV it ■would 

be for the cood of the town — for benefit of tho 

people— if the tolls were plaoed under the management 
of persons elected by tho people, either for tho purpose 
of having the tolls altogether extinguished, or ha^iig 
the amount accruing from them expended on toivn 
improvements P— I could not say with regard to that, 
but I know from what X sco that a great improvement 
bos been effooted. 

15,408. Before anything was done, I suppose an 
improvement was roqnixedP— It was very moch re- 
quired, 80 far as I know about the markets. 

15,^. But up till five years ago, when the town 
eexqmission^ Jiegan to stunnlato tR toll committee, 
the markets were badly managed P— Ton or fifteen years 
ago tbe markets- were not well managed, I speakmore 
especially with regard to the pork market, 

15,405. But I am speaking of the markets generally, 
and you know them for a long time- Up till six or 
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BCTon years ago were not the markets indifferently 
managed P— I beliaTe the pork market— the market 
near where I live — was not well managed. The 
farmers were kept late at uigUt, and they objected to 
this. They were sometimes kept till nine o’clock at 
night over the weiglimg of their pork. 

15, -106. Do not you know the toll committee allowed 
the flax market to be extinguished in Armagh ? — With 
regard to the flax market I can say nothing, os it is not 
near where I live. 

15.407. Do you know anything else about the 
markets P — nothing bnt ubont the pork and the 
hay and straw markets. 

l-'i,403. Where is the hay and straw market held? — 
In the pork market. 

lo,40fl. la there accommodation for it there? — 
There is. 

15.410. Ton know the fairs better ? — Tes, bat I know 
the markets too. 

15.411. Ton have more to do in the fair P — I have. 

15.412. Have the fairs been reviving within recent 
times ? — I believe there has been no improvement 
since they first started- 

15.413. When did the fairs first start ?— I mean to 
snv that I do not see any improvement in the cattle 
iujr since it first started. 

1-5,414. Is it more than 30 years since it started ?— 
It may be, but I cannot gay tow long. I remember, 
however, when it was established. 

15,415. Mr. Gardner says it is 60 years ; is it so long P 
— It is not 60 years, but X cannot say how long. I 
cannot guess. 

(dfr. CardHer.) There was a cattle fair in existence in 
Armagh at the time the toll committee was created. 

(3fr. GallagTier^ Tes, on paper, bnt not in reality. 

(Jfr. Gardner.) As a matter of fact, it was in reality, 
and there is besides a record showing that it was the 
Bubjeot of occasional rehabilitation. 

(Mr. QaQagMr.) It was dead and buried. 

iMr. Oariiier.) And there were premiums given 
sometimes for the best classes of cattle. 

(Jfr. Galhigher.) Who started it ? 

(Mr. Gardaer.) I do not know. 

iJfr. Gallaghfn) Was it started by the toll com- 
mittee ? 

(Jfr. Garijwr.) It was. 

(Jfr. OaUasher.) Have you a minute of the affair ? 

(Jfr. Gardner.) It is the restoration of the fairs of 
wMoh you are speaking ? 

(Jfr. Gallagher.) Tea, the recent restoration, owing to 
the action of the toll committee. 

(Jfr. 6'ardner.) Partly ; they sabscribod to it. 

(Jfr. QaUagher.) Did they snbscribo os a board P 

(Jfr. Crardwer.) They gave 351. 

(Jfr. Gallagher.) Have yon a minnte of it ? — I 
have. 

1.5,416. (Jfr. Beet.) Mr. Gallagher asked you if you 
thought the tolls would be better in the hands of the 
{leople ; do j'on consider that the town oommissioners 
represent the people of Armagh? — (TTiinees.) I believe 
there is a large section of them not represented. 

15.417. I believe one secdou of the people is looked 
upon aa a political body ? — I do not take an active part 
in anything of the kind. 

15.418. Ton mentioned that long ago some of the 
farmers were kept late at night on accoont of not being 
able to get their pork weighed in time ; has the market 
increas^ since then? — It is greatly increased and 
improved. 

15.419. And notwithstanding the great increase the 
people get away earlier now P — They do. 

16.420. Ton remember a large sum of money being 
laid out on the markets ? — I do. 

15.421. And the accommodation then provided and 
the additions made to the markets was the cause of tite 
farmers getting away earlier ? — The farmers now all 
appear to me to be satisfied with the treatment they 
receive. They bring pork here from a mile of the 
town of Monaghan, and also from the County Tyrone. 


15.422. If this sum of 1,460Z. bad not been laid out 

on iho markets, these formers would not come here ? 

Pi'obably not. To doubt a great improvement been 
efl'ccied. 

15.423. In Portadown is a toll charged on cattle ?— 
Tes. I think it is 2<i. on orery animal coming into tho 
fair. 

15.424. Is there anything charged here in the cattle 
market ? — Totbing. 


Sa:uc£L Fox examined. 

15,^5. (Jfr. Beet.) Where do you reside ? — In 
Killyliii, about two miles from Armagh. 

15,420. How long have you been living there ? — I 
I was born there. I am a tarmer. 

15.427. How much land do yon hold? — About 100 
acres. 

15.428. What is your principal market town? — 
Armagh. 

15.429. Have you been attending the markets there 
for a long time ? — have. 

15.430. Ton know the markets well ? — I do. 

15.431. How long have you known tho pork market ? 
— For 30 years. 

15.432. Id the market accommodation sufficient P 

It is a gi’cat deal better than what it was formerly. 

15.433. It is now a good market and largely 
incretiaed — There is beyond doubt a great improvement 
visible. 

15.434. Ton know the bay and straw market — 
Ido. 

15.435. It is also a good market? — Very good. 

15.436. Ton know the fiax market ?— Tes. 

15.437. Is there sufficient accommodation there? — 
There is, but flax growing has dropped away in tho 
country. 

15.438. Can you give me an idea of how much the 
flax crop has drepped away within these 10 or 12 years ? 
— I can form no idea, but, as a matter of fact, it has 
largely decreased. The flax mills are idle, and have 
been idle for a year or two ; there is so little flax sown. 

15,430. Do you know anj'thiug about the corn 
market i — I cannot say I do. 

16,4-iO. What about the butter market P — Well, I do 
not know very much abont it 

15.441. Ton know something, I understand, abont 
the cow market ?— 1 do. 

15.442. Ton fatten cattle yourself? — I do. 

15.443. Have you ever been asked to sell any by 
weight ? — ^I never sold any by weight. 

15,441. Are the people about yon in the conntry 
satisfied with the way the markets ore managed in 
Armagh ? — They are prrtty well satisfied. Thoso 
utt«DcuDg the markets think they are well managed. 
These gentlemen here, members of the toll committee, 
go through the markets and sen that all is right. 

15,445. Tes, for which one gentleman gets the large 
sum of 18s. per annum; are you aware of that? — I 
heard it to-day. 


Cross-examined by Mr. Galiigbek. 

15.446. There is no charge whatever against indivi- 
duals : we bring the charges against the tollcommittce, 
a.H a pulilic body, in Armagh. We bring a charge 
aguiuat them of not acting within the terms of their 
'i^st. Do yon remember the Armagh markets prior 
to IffiO ? — I do. 

15.447. Do yon remember the toll on oats P — do. 

15.448. Was that a nominal toll ? — ^It was. 

15.449. Do you remember it being removed ?-^I do. 

15.450. Do yon know by what oause it was nmoved ? 
—I do not. 

15.451. The pork market is the uue regarding which 
yon chiefly gave your evidence ? — Principally. 

15.452. Ton have been in tbe Q.ix market ?— I have 
sold flax often in it. 

C 2 
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15.453. Whit is your idea with reference to the 
market P — I think it ia well managed. 

15.454. Since when P — It ifi well managed now. 
There are no tolls to be paid going into it. 

15.456. Do you Temember before the year 1880 the 
flax market had gone down P — I holiere it had. 

15.456. Do yon know, ae a matter of fact, that it was 
almost extinguished P— Not alwgother. Portadown 
got up an opposition market, and it took a great many 
of the Armagh people away. 

15.457. A great number ? — Well, I would not say a 
great number, bnt a good many went to it. 

15.458. ITie markets here of flax became very small P 
— They did. 

15,469. Was the flax market then revivedP— Tes, 
there was an effort to revive it ; but owing to the fact 
that not one-third of the quantity is grown in tbo 
coujitry, it lias dropped away very mneh. 

1 6.460. Were the markete afterwords revived ?— Tboy 
were a good deal. 

16.461. Have yon been m the flax market lately ? — 
Not very lately. I sold some flax in it last season. 

15,469. How many carts have been in that market in 
one day this season? — I could not form on idea j there 
is very little flax going to the mills now, and very little 
sown. 

15.463. Were you in tho flax market the Tuesday 
before laatP— Iwas not. It wi\s in November I wns 
there. 

15.464. How long lieforo that was it since you were 
ill tho flax market ?— I might be once Or twico in it 
during tho year. I do nob go there except I hove flax 
to eell. I am generally more through tho other 
markets, os they are in my way. 

15.465. The potato market ia held un tho street P — 
Tos. 

15.466. Any other market held on the street ? — That 
is the only one. 

16.467. (3fr. Beal.) Is not tho potato market held on 
the street only when the aquaro is not able to hold 
them P— Quite so. 

15.468. And only when the sqnare is not sufficient to 
accommodate them? — Only then. 

15.469. The marketB are generally hold in the 
square P — ^They are. 

15,469o. Ton spoke of Portadown Market di'awing the 

H 'e away from Armagh. As a matter of fact, new 
ets do draw ?— They do. 

15,470. Bnt afterwards they came bock, and Armagh 
resumed its normal condition P — I believe Portadown 
ia done with altogether now. 

W tt.t.tiv H. Addt examined. 

15,471. {ifr.Beat.) You have been attending Armagh 
markets for some time ? — Yes, for 30 years. 

15,472. Yon know the working of them P — I do, very 
well, indeed. 

15,473. You know the oocommodatiou that is pro- 
videdin the hay and straw sad pork market P — Yes, Ido. 

15,474. Is there in yonr opinion sufficient accommo- 
dation in that market ? — I think there is at present. 

15,475. Was the accommodation in that market soffi- 
oient previona to the enlargement in 1880 ? — Certainly 
not. 

15,476. The enlaigement of this market was for the 
ben^t of both country and town P — Yes. 

15,477. Ton know the grain market?— I do. 

15,478. And the grass-seed market? — Yes. 

15,479. Is the Armagh grain market a la^e one ? — 
I cannot say now ; but when I bon^t in it, six or eight 
ears ago, it was very large. X see it occasion^ly now, 
ut I am nob bn^ng. 

15,480. You have occasion to attend it? — Well, no, 
I cannot say I have, except I go to buy a load of oats 
for my horses. 

15,481. You know tho grass-seed market P — Tea ; it 
is very large. 

15,482. How do yon think are tho Armagh markets 
condnetadp — I do not know any markets so well 
conducted. 


15.483. Arc the faroiors satisfied P — They havo every 
reason to be satisflod- 

15.484. Yon have heard no complaints about tho 
management of tbo markets P — Noiio for the lost five or 
six years. 

15,486. Do you think they would bo improvoil if they 
wore taken from the toil committoo P — 1 do not think 
I could express nn opinion on that. I know when the 
Portadown Mai'kot was opened tho flax men came from 
Belfast, and gave a higher price for it thoro than in 
Armagh, and that bad tbo effect of taking tho imirkot 
from us to a certain extent. Portadown Uarkut is now 
going down, because they could not oontinno to giro 
tnose high prices. 

CroBs-oxninined by Kr. GiLi.LA.6imK. 

15.486. Is tho flux raarkob of Armagh a largo onoP — 
It is. 

15.487. Do yon remember tho toll committoo of 
Armagh endeavonring to lovy a toll on grass seed? — 
1 did not hear of it. 

15.488. Do yon know anything about tbo OToss-soed 
nuurkctP — 1 see it frequently, but that ia all I know 
about it. It is, however, a large market. 

15.489. Is not that all you know about Iho markets P 
— I have been both a haver and a seller, and I should 
know something about thorn generally. 

l5,489a. Has tho toll on oats beou rumovod P — Yos, 
it has. Oats ore sold on one day in tho week, on tho 
Saturday. 

15.490. Since whou has tbo toll boon i-omovcd ? — I 
think before I htu]ipcd buying mysolf. 

15.491. There nsed to bo a toll on oats, that is well 
known P — Yes ; I tried myself all along to gob it 
abolished. 

15,493. And it was abolished P — It was, but I do not 
know by what moans. I remember that when 1, along 
with utuors, tried to got the markets rumovod from 
this to the shambles, cho people wore going to destroy ns. 

15.493. Who was trying to got them removed? — 
Several of the com buyers, Mr. Hiddell, Mr. Beat, and 
several uthors. 

15.494. Was Mr. Perris not favourable to that? — I 
cannot say whether or not, bnt ho ia hero and oau 
speak for himself. I have nothing to do with tho toll 
committee or the town commissioners. I am movoly 
expressing my opinion os an outsider. 

15.495. You do not know anything of the relative 
merits of the cases of the two bodies P — No, nor do I 
want to know. 


WxLUAjc SiursoN examined. 

15.496. (3fr. Beat.) Yon ore a largo farmor and mill- 
owner residing in the neighbourhood of Armagh?— 
Yea, about a miio and a half from Armagh. 

15.497. What ia yonr valuation P — 350Z. 

15.498. You arc a millowner besides being a famor P 
— I am. 

15.499. Is Armagh your market town P — Yes. 

15.500. How long havo you known the uiarkots of 
Aamagh P — As long as I i*emembor. 

15,500a. You havo boon attending tho groin market 
in Ai'iuagh for some timo P — Yea. 

15,601. As a farmer, are yon satisfied that it is 
properly conducted ? —It is, as far os I know. 

15.502. As to the grass-seed market, is it properly 
managed P — It is, os far os I know. 

15.503. What about the pork market P — I do not 
thbik it could bo better managed than it is at present. 

15.504. You were in it recently P — I sold pork in it a 
week or a fortnight ago. 

15,605. Is there soffioiont acoommodatiion in tho flax 
market for all the flax coming in P There is, indeed. 

15,506. Are the most of the mills closed for want of 
f — ^0 greater part of them is closed for want of 
something to do ; I know myself of several that are 
closed for this reason. There might be 100 handles 
altogether stopped for want of flax, although I have 
not totted them up exactly. 

15607. Yon remember the time Portadown was 
star ted P— Ido, 
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l->,508. Yon remember the Belfast men nve a large 
rice for the flax there, and this bad &e effect of 
rawing it away from Armagh P — I cannot say that, as 
a number of parties took flax to Portado^ra that I 
know, and not being satisfled with the price it was 
sold in ^Vrmagb afterwards. 

15.509. You say the accommodation in Armagh is 
qnite snlflcient F — It is. 

15.510. Bat Portadown injnred this market for some 
ttino ? — It did. 

15.511. Hiks Armagh Market come hack amin to its 
normal condition P — has, to some extent. I will tell 
yon the reason why the Sax market is not wary large 
here. It is owing to the fact that most of the buying 
is done at the mills throngh the country. That is the 
chief cause, but besides thac, the qnantdty is not grown 
at present in the country. 

15,612. How long has the buying at the mills been 
going on ? — ^Ah long os I remember. 

15,513. Has it been increasing latterly P— It has. 
The greater portion of the output is bought at the 
mills, and is not allowed to come into the market 
at all. 


Cross-oxomined by Mr. GrAiniowEn. 

15.5H. Was not that resorted to owing to the 
imperfect management of the markets ? — ^Nothing of 
thu kind. 

15.515. Well, to what do you attribute it? — ^They 
simply go round to the mills and bay the flia, that is 
all. I saw 30 carts laden with flax often leave my 
mills on a Monday. That does not take place now. 

15.516. You remember the year 1880. and the state 
of the market then ?— I do. 

15,617. There was a considerable impetus given to 
it at that time F — Yes, prizes were given for the best 
flax then. 

15.518. Where do the farmers prefer selling, at the 
mills or in the market? — When they sell at the mills 
it shows that they prefer selling there. 

15.519. Even if the markets were well managed, do 
yon think they would continue to sell there? — ^The 
markets could not be better managed. 

15, .520, Do yon know anything abont the grass-seed 

market ? Not very much, except selling there once 

a year or so. 

15,621. Do yon remember that it was threatened 
with a toUP — I have not beard of it. 

15,522. What would your opinion be with regard to 
the markets and their management if they were under 
the control of a body elected by the people ?— I will 
not express an opinion on that. 

l->,.523.. You arc not a townsman, and have not the 
same interest in Ajrmagb as a townsman wonldhave ?— 
Even if I were in the town I would express no opinion 
on t^t subject. 


HsssT Scon examined. 

15.524. (Mr. Best.) You are a large farmer, residing 
near Armagh P — Pretty large. 

15.525. What is your valuation P — 28W. 

15,526 Yon have been attending the Armagh markets 
for a considerable time? -I have. I have been doing 
business all my life here; in fact since I waa able to do 
business. 

15.527. Do you know all the markets here ?— I have 
done bosincss in them all. 

15.528. Do you taiow the pork market?— I do. I 
have been frequently in it. 

1.5,529. la the accommodation sufficient? — ^I would 
s.'vy so. 

15,530. Is the attendance of the aervonta of the toll 
committee sufficient ?— It is. 

15 531. Could anything be done to improve the pork 
market at present P— There have been improvements 
made, and great improvemente, especially in the matter 
of carrying. 

16,632. You do all the carrying for the Great 
Northern B^ilway Company ?— I do. 


15.533. Is there sufficient accommodation for yon as 
a carrier in the pork market? — There is. 

15.534. It has been much improved within the last 
10 years? — It has, very mneh. 

15.535. Do you know the hay and straw market ?— 
I do : it i.s a Hrit-class market. 

15.536. Do yon know the butter market P—1 do. I 
have known it all my life. 

15.537. You have taken a great interest in the 
making of butter ?— Yea, for a considerable time. 

15.538. You have won several prizes at Belfast and 
other shows ? — I have. 

15.539. Is there sufficient accommodatiun in the 

butter market here for all the butter hronghi, in? 

There is ample accommodation. There is, howe v er, ono 
thing I would suggest with regard to the retail depart- 
ment of the market, that is where the farmers sell to 
the business people and bousebolders, and that is that 
this portion should he covered os a protection from the 
weather. 

15,54i0. The accommodation for dealers is sufficient ? 
—It is. 

15.541. The accommodation yon suggest iacoverinrr 
a portion over for people who are baying smaS 
quantities through the town P— Yes, for household 
purposes. 

15.542. What is your opinion with regard to the 
general management of the markets ? — ^In my opinion 
they would not be better managed. 

15.543. You know the gross seed and ether markets ? 
— I do. They are large markets, and well attended to 
by the toll committee. 

15.544. You are intimate with a great number of 
farmers in the eountry ? — I am. 

15.545. What is their opinion of the markets ? — ^'fhey 
are well satisfied with the managemeut of the toll 
committee. For some years past I have not heard cf 
any dissatisfaction. 


Cross-examined by Mr. Gauaoiieh. 

15.546. Wore yon always of opinion that the markets 
were well managed ? — I was not. 

15.547. When did you change yonr opinion? — Since 
the improvements were effected. I do not know how 
many years ago. 

15.548. Yon remember ning to London in company 
with Mr. Peel, the town clerk r — Very well ; but 1 do 
not remember the year now. 

15.549. Was it not in the year Iffll ? — I cannot say. 

15.550. Did you go over there on acoonnt of some 
complaint about the Armagh markets ?— I was deputed 
by the toll committee, and, in company with Mr. Peel, 
went over to see what could be done to meet the 
demand of the English pnblio in the way of improving 
onr hotter. 

15.551. Did you say you were deputed by the toll 
committee P — I underatuod so. 

15.552. Who paid your eneoses ? — ^I do not know by 
whom they were paid, but I know it was Mr. Bubert 
Gillespie who pud me. I think the toll committee 
paid a portion of the expenses ; hut, at all events, 

Eobert Gillespie paid me. 

15.553. You had to complain thon oa to the state of 
the markets P — It was the state of the but-er brought 
into the market I complained of. 

15.554. Had you anything else to complain of in the 
markets then P — No thin g else that I know of. 

15.555. Did you consider them well managed befora 
that P— Genenmy epcaking, they were fairly managed. 
We went with a view to improve the make and qiiulity 
of the butter coming into Armagh- 

15. 556. What was yonr complaint about the mai kets 
before 1^1 ?— The tint complaint was regarding the 
tolls charged in the iVoit market. 

15.557. Did you consider them excessive ?— At that 
time apples were sold in small creels r^preseuting 
about one-eighth of a hundredweight, and id. w .r 
creel was charged, which was looked upon ae a 
grievanoe. 


15,558. You considered that a gnevance ?— I did. 

C 8 
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15.559. Are ;oa ftware it exists si the present day? 
—Certainly not. It has not existed fbr the lost 10 
years. 

10.560. Do yon state that positively? — Yes, the 
charge of Ad. a creel is not now existing. - 

15,o61. It is Id. now instead of the Ad.? — ^Itisld. 
a hamper, hng, or package. The creels are abolished. 

If the creels come to market, are they 
admitted free of charge P — I understand so. 

15.565. And there is a charge upon every other 
package of apples F — They ore charged in large baskets 
01 - pac^ges. 

15,56-i!. Supposing the hamper is twice the size of 
a creel, and yon charge Id. instead of iii., would it 
not amount to the some thing? — It would, no doubt ; 
but a bushel basket would hold four creels and a bag 
would hold eight. 

15.565. On the poor man there is therefore an ex- 
action still when he brings in small quantities of 
fruit ? — 19'o, there is no exaction at present. It does 
not exist. 

15.566. By whoso action was the toll on oats removed P 
— I do not know. 

15.567. Do you know that thore was on agitation 
about it? — I do remember something about that-. 

15.568. Do you know that the town commissionora 
of Armagh were the purdea at the head of 
agitation r — I cannot any of my own knowledge. 

15.569. (Ifr. Beal.) At the time you ^cak of the 
fruit were brought in in these small creels r — Genei-ally 
speakang, they were. 

15,670. Did ever you know a poor man to come to 
tho market with only one m-eel ? — i?o; the froit 
market is abolished, and they ore now sold to English 
and Scotch dealers in quantity, gcuei-ally in the 
orchards. 

15, .571. There is very little fruit sold in the market 
now ? — Not one-tenth of what used to be. 


GEonoE Lougbeas examined. 


16.572. (Ifr. Beat.) Ton aro a fanner P — I am. 

15.573. You are a dealer in meal p — Teg. 

15.574. How long are you in the neighbourhood of 
Armagh P — Half a century. 


15.575. You know tho markets very well ? 1 do. 

15.576. Do you know tho com market? — I do. I 
attend it regu^Iy. 

15.577. Is it a large end proeperoos market in 
Armagh ? — It is. 

15.578. Do yon know many fanners who attend the 
Armagh markets?— I do, a great many who attend the 
markets generally. 

15.579. Have yon heard any expression of opinion os 
to how they are managed ? 

(Ifr. Gallagher.) 1 object to this, Mr. ConmisBioner 
What is it really worth P 

(3fr.J?est.) Never mind. (To ioilncsa.) Have tho 
fariacrs expressed any opinion ou the subject ? 

(Mr. GaUagluir.) I must object again to this. 

15.580. (Mr. Beat io witness.) What is the general 
opinion of the fanners with regard to the management 
ot the markets P—1 have heard no complaints. I have 
never heard them say anything about them. 


15,581. But you have heard them saying they were 
satisfied?— I have heard them state that they had 
every accommudation. ^ 


15,682. Has the oat market 
Well, ic has held its ground. 


of Armagh increased ?— . 


15,588. Do yon know the pork market P— I do 
know where it is held. 


15,584. Is there plenty of accommodation there ? 

Yes, a great improvement has taken place. 


15,585. You know the hay and etraw market ? ^Tee 

1 do. It is also improved. ’ 


15,586. You know the butter market P — I do but I 
know nothing about the management of it, ’ 


15,587. Would you be satisfied with the takinc of 
the tolls from the toll committee and gi-rfng them to 


the town commissioners P^I hope that -will not take 
place. 

15.588. Why do you hope sop — ^I would rather see 
the markets in the hands or the toll committee Eban in 
those of Ibo town commiastoners, because I thinW they 
would not manage them so well 

15.589. WTiat ground have you for saying so P— 
I judge them by their former works. 

15.590. How is this P — I judge from the way they 
manage their own afiairs. 

15.591. You fatten cattle P — Yep 

15.592. You do not know of any person selling (attlo 
by weight ? — No. 

15,598. Is there any uso for a woighbridgo to weieh 
fat cattle P — None. 

15.594. Flax has decreosod in the country ? — It has 
greatly. 

15.595. Is there ample ocoommodation in Armagh in 
tho flax market P — There ia. 

15.596. Do you, as a former and dealer, tbinV the 
markets well or ill managed P— I believe they are well 
manc^ed . 

15.597. Is there anybody in existence to which you 
would wish to transfer the management of the markets ? 
— Not at present. 


Oross-exomined by Mr. Gallaosse. 

15.598. ^Vho aro the formers who bare expressed to 
you their admiration of tho markets ? — I could nut 
name them, but they arc oil very well satisfied, 

15.599. Tliia is very geuoral evidence. You nro 
giving evidence os to the opinion of tho farmers ; can 
you not name a few of them whom you hare heard 
express that opinion P — ^I could not name them. 

15.600. I Bupposo they are myths P— No, they are 
not. They are ^1 well satisfied. 

15.601. Did you over in your life hear a man make 
a remark about tho markets ?— No, air 5 bnt they are 
all well satisfied. 

15.602. You saw people coming firom the coxuitics 
of 'J^one and Monaghan, and they said nothing to 
you P — Yes, one man dii Patrick MnDan saief ho 
came here to sell his oats because he was well 
acquainted. That is tho only man I had any chat 


15, M3. And upon Patrick Malian’s evidence you are 
caUed upon to give testimony -with regard to tho 

opinion of the farmers of and around Armagh P There 

were difl'erent parties, but I do not remember their 
names. 

15.604. Have tho markets been improved reccntlv ?— 
The market places have. 

15.605. At whose instance P— I do not know. 

15.606. Do yon know tho flax market ?— Yes. 

15.607. Do yon know that it was owing to tho action 
wtho town commissioners that it was improved P -I 


AD.ouB. I ou ore not aware Of that P No. 

16.609. Are you aware that they gave prizes for tho 
best flax coining to the market P— I heard so. 

15.610. _Isthat one of the works for which you are 

condemning them P — No. ^ 

15.611. Are you aware that it was through tho action 
of the town commissioners that the toU on oats was 
tookplaw do know through whose action it 

16.612. You bcUevo that that improved the market ? 
—it was to the benefit of the market certainly. 

^^^5^^ And it was for tho benefit of the district P— 

for the benefit of tho town P— I do not 
. » benefit to the 

conntry farmers. 

15,616. Ia not tho togiig in of tho conntty formeia 
to tho town a groat boaoBt to tho town f— Ihat m»y 

.32®; it ia tho object of tho 

tradoia to bring them m io oell their ptitlnoeP-OI 
couiseitis. ^ ••ut.isf yji 

16,517. And has it nol'done that P— It has. 
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15 618 Do not yon know tWa was bronghfc abont 
bv the action of the town commiBSioneTS of Armagh P— 
lAo not know by whose action it was bronght about, 
but I know it has improved the market. 

15 G19. Are you in favour of popular representation P 
—What do yon mean ? I know 1 go in for each honse- 
holder being represented at the board of town oom- 
missionerB. 

15 620. Do you think a narrow corporation, Buch aa 
the boil committee, should have control of the Armagh 
marketa P— I do believe they should. 

15.621. That they may apply a portion of the profits 
for tiicir own benefit P— I do not know what they do 
with them. 

15.622. Should the tolls derivable go to the benefit 
of the town or the l>enofit of the farmers P — The town 
and farmers both. 

1.5,623. *Tid not to the benefit of individuals who are 
debenture holders ?— Certainly not. 

15,G24. Would you be in favour of cutmating the 
tolls of the town, I mean of the markets, to a txMy of 
men eicoted by the people P — Certainly, a body elected 
by the householders. 

15,625. Would not such a board be more likely to 
take on interest in the markets? — Of course mey 
should take an interest in them. 

15.G26. Then your only objection is to the composi* 
tion of the present board of commissioners P — Yaa, that 
is it. 

15.627. You would not have the same objootion Ito 
Miothor board P — Not if it were truly representative. 

15.628. It is only individuals and not the system you 
object to P — I object to the system at present in opera- 
tion of nomination by individuals. 

15.629. What do you object to P — I object to parties 
nominating each other. I would like to see a 
thoroughly representi^tiva body. 

15.630. Then if the town commissioners were nomi- 
nnted by the popular snfiragcB of the people of the 
town, you would be satisfied to transfer them the 
tolls P — ^Not at present, because I would like to see 
some Act of Parliament passed to give the people 
proper representation. 

15.631. If the people arc allowed to vote, are they 
not represented P — xes, if each householder had a 
vote. 

15,682. That is, yon go in for an extended franchise P 
— Yes, cither an ortended or amended franchise. 

15.633. (Hr. Best.) Is the present board of town 
commiasiouers a representative body? — No; noEffly 
two-fifths of the people are nnrepresented, and no one 
could call that body representative. 

15.634. Is the board of town commissioners satisfac- 
tory to two-Mths of tho people F— I think not ovon 
that. 

15,634a. (Jlfr. Gidlayher.) Do tho members of the toll 
committee represent tho views of tho people P — They 
do woll. The farmers are well satisfied, and so are 
the labourers and msohanics also. 

15.635. Yon are satisfied to leave things just as they 
are ? — At present I am. 

15,686. (ilfr. BoaL) You do not like one-man nomi- 
nation P — Not by any means. 

OuBlSTOPHER Hampton examined. 

15.637. (3fr. Beat,) You aro o farmer P — ^Yos, mid I 
reside abont mile from Armagh. 

15.638. What is yonr valuation P^About 1002. 

15.639. How long have you been attending the 
markets of Armagh P — All my life. 

15.640. Do yon know the pork market P — ^I do. 

15.641. What is your opinion of its mnnagemcntP — 1 
think it is well monagecL There is sufficiout accom- 
modation and sufficient attendance. 

15.642. Is not Armagh pork market uncommonly 
well managed P — I think so at the present time. 

15.643. Are you satisfied with the hay and stiaw 
market P — Properly satisfied. 

15.644. Are you satisfied with the grass-seod 
market ?— Quite. 


15.645. What about the com market; is it well 
managed? — It is. 

15.646. Is the grass-seed a largo market ; is there 
good competition there P — There is. I always take 
anything to it which I have to sell. 

15.647. You live between Armagh and Portadown P — 

I do. I have been iu Portadown Market before now, 
but I prefer this. 

15.648. You know thu cattle market here P — I do. 

15,6-19. Did you ever know of the farmers soiling 

cattle by weight in it ? — I never saw it ; I never thought 
about it. 1 have read about it, bnt I never know a 
farmer hero wanting to sell by weight. 

15.650. Is the weighbridge for weighing live cattle 
in tho market of any use P — It may be ; I cannot say. 

15.651. You know tho butter market P — I do. 

15.652. What do yon think aiwut the accommodation 
there? — There is sofficient accommodation for tho 
farmers. The attendance also is sufficiout, and good 
buyers como to it. 

15.653. Have you any objection to any of the rates 
levied by tho board P — Not a bit ; they are roasonablo 
when compared with other towns. 

Oross-exumined by Mr. GiLLAGOSa. 

15.654. Do yon remember the markets hers before 
1881 P— I do. 

1-5,655. Were thoyiu anyway objectionable before 
that date? — They may have been. I think, however, 
they are better now than long ago. 

15.656. Do you remember the rate being levied on 
oats P — I do. 

15.657. Hus not that been abolished P — It has. 

15.658. Do you know at whose instance P — I could 
not say, hat I know it has been abolished. 

15.659. Yon do not live in the town, and of course 
do not care who has the management P — I am interested 
no way at all 

15.660. It is the same to you whether the toll com- 
mittee get the benefit of the money, or apply it for the 
good of the town P — It is all the same. 

15.661. (JLTr. B$ii.) You think the markets ore well 
mantled ? — ^Ycs. I would not cure for a change 
except it were for the better. 

15.662. {Mr. Cmmitaioner Blacl:.) If there was a 
change, would you like to sec the farmers represented 
at the board P— I have not heard it mentioned. I am 
not thinking about that. 

15.663. (3fr. Best.) Would yon think that the farmers 
were represented at the bo^ if a change were made ; 
would you give all tho power to the men of the town, 
or would you have fuTmers on the board as well? — Oh, 

I would, no donbt, like to sco tho formers represented. 

John Hnenss examined. 

15.664. (3ir. Best.) As wo all know, Mr. Hughes, you 
havo been a long time iu Armagh P — Yes, more than 
half a century. 

15.665. You were formerly proprietor of the ‘‘ Ohnrlc- 
monfc Arms ” Hotel P — Yes. 

15.666. And a largo farmer as well? — Yes. 

15-667. You were for some time a member of the 
town commissioners P — Yes, off and on, since 1848, but 
I cannot fix the dates. 1 was on for a period of three 
years, about 1880. 

15.668. You have not been onslnce that P — Not sinco 
that. 

15.669. Yon are well acquainted with the markols of 
Armagh? — Yes, in a general way. 

15.670. Yon know the pork market. It is opposite 
some of yonr property P — It is. 

15.671. Yon see what is going on ? — see it very 
often. 

15.672. Is the pork nuo-ket woll managed P I con- 

sider it voy well managed now; it is wonderfully 
improved. 

15.673. Wonld the same remark apply to the hay and 
straw market ? — It would, more esp^ally. 

16.674. You remember the time the markets were 
improved P— I do. 


0 4 
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15.675. Yon congider the toll committee laid out 
theix money well at that lime P — Yes. The new 
markets nrc wonderfully improved, and are rendered of 
more heiicfit to both town and country. 

16.676. Do yon know anything about the batter 
murkct P — I cannot judge as to its working. 

15.677. Yon know the flax market? — I do. 

15,678.1s tho accommodation there sofficient? — 

More than sufficient now. I recollect when the market 
would not hold nearly the quantity comi^ to the 
market, int now there is quite accommodation for all 
the material coming to it. 

15,679. Is that on account of the same amount of 
flax not being grown in the country? — Tea, it is in 
conaoquetK'C of the decrease in production. 

15,6&J. Ton know that many flax markets ore closed P 
—I nm not much through the country. The flax 
market here was one of the best in the north of 
Ireland, bnt the quantity of flax growing in the conntry 
is nothing like w^t it used to be. 

15,(91 Ton attribute tho falling off to the decrease 
in the sowing?— Quito so. It is, in fact, due to two 
causes, one of whidi is the fact that much of the flax 
is sold at the mills where it is prepared ; the other is 
the gradnal decrease in acreage. 

15,683. TThat is bought in the mills of course is not 
brought to market ? — So. As oue of those who took an 
active part in trying to divert the system, I know it; 
bnt the main cause of the falling off is that the flax is 
not produced lu tne country. 

15,666. Ton know the giaM-seed market P — I do ; bnt 
I am not now taking an active ]iarb in it. 

15,(94. Bnt yon have taken an active part in grow- 
ing flax and oats P — I had on some occasions 30 acres 
of flax in one year. In fact 1 bad that mnch often, 
but within the last 15 or 20 yeus it bos fallen off 
gradnaUy, until it is mnch decreased at present. 

15.685. Yon know the oat market in Armagh P — I do. 
It is held here at the market bouse, and extends along 
the streets if the market is large. As amle, I hear no 
RoiDplaiots about it. 

15.686. There was an objection got np by the town 
commisbioners, I presumo, mtd they asked that the 
tolls should be taken from the toll committee and given 
to them ; do yon think such a step would be for the 
benefit of tbe town P — Uy own opinion is that I do not 
think we would cbaiwe for the better. It is a verw 
small matter what bo(^ manages the fairs, but I think 
the toll committee are mans^g them well. I sec 
tome good bnsiness men taking an active part in them, 
and they are, I believe, giving satisfaction. 

15.687. Do yon know the members of the toll com- 
antreo P — I do some of them. 

J 5,688. Do you know tho members of the board of 
town commissioners P — Not all by name. 

15.689. Yon know the majority of themP — I do. 

15.690. 'Whether have the town commissionen or the 
toll committee done most to encourage the fiirmcra to 
come in P — ^As indindnals, the town commiasioners are 
respectable men, but aa a corporation I consider they 
art tjuite os cxclnslTe aa the toll committee. Of course 
I know it is invidious to draw comparisons. I do not 
think ibe town commissioners represent the bulk of the 
people of Armagh. It is a delicate question, no doubt, 
to answer, as they are worthy men ; bnt, as at present 
couetiiuted.Idonot think they are more representative 
limn tho toll committee. 

15.691. Do you, or do you not, consider that there is 
a luruo section of tbe people of Armagh not represented 
by ttie individnalB on the town commissioner8’ board P 
—It is my opinion, from my knowledge of Armagh, 
that a large section of tbe people are not represented 
by either board — the town commisaioner& or the toll 
committee. The one is an elected hoard, but the 
members are so elected — ^it Is so constituted — that a 
great section of the people whose feelings, I under* 
aland, in the matter are not represented in any 
bhape. 

1.5,692. I believe at one time they were represented P 
—They were. 

1 .',,693. Bnt not for the last aix or aeven years P ^No. 

Thcib was an interval when there were a few of thoso 
whom I allude to on the hoard ; hot I would like to see 
a representation according to the numbers. 


15.694. Was that the time when there was an effort 
made to revive toe flax market P — It.waa. 

15.695. Was that the time the toll was taken off the 
oats P — I remember toe board at tbe time an etlort was 
mado to revive the flax market, bnt my memory docs 
not bring me back to tho action with regard to tho 
oats. 

15.696. Ton know how tho town commissionors arc 
elected P — I know it is a bl. franchise. 

15.697. It is by vote P — It is. 

15.698. Tbe toll committeo arc elected by tho 
debenture boldera P— Tho toll committee is not even 
nominally a representative hoard. 

15.699. Ton know they are elected by thcmselvca, 
and have not an interost in the tolls P — I do not know 
the system of election. 

15.700. Do yon consider that the charges levied by 
the toll committee on the several articles aro fair and 
moderate P — 1 have not heard anyone complain. I did 
not make any inqniries, hut from my own observations 
I think there is a great improvement in the system. 

I have formed this men because the tolls were lub some 
years ago to contractors, and 1 think satisfaction was 
not given ; but since the committee have taken it into 
their own personal manageioent, I see a great improve* 
ment both in toe order and system of things. 

15.701. Ton are so well satisfied with toe way things 
arc managed at toe present time by the committee, 
that yon wonld not like to see them given over to the 
town commiasioners unless some change were made in 
toe constitution of that body P — I wovud not. I think 
a pabUo hoard shonld be on elected body, bnt iu the 
present instance I do not think it wonld ha nn 
.advantage to change. 

Cross-examined by Hr. GaLiaoESR. 

15.702. Yon were a town commissioner in or ahont 
the year 1880 P — Yes, I was, some time about that. 

15.703. Were you a member of the market com- 
mitteo P — I could not say. I know I took an active 
part in it. 

15.704. Do you remember a committee being ap* 
ointed at toe time to look after the markets ? — I 
0 . 

15.705. Was there a considerable impetus given to 
tbe markets because of that P — There was. .^low mo 
to explain my recollection of this. 1 think it was not 
exclusively who brought that about. I think it was 
mntnally supported by the committee referred to, by 
the town commisaioners, and by the toll committee. 

16.706. As a matter of fact, was not tho idea 
originated at a meeting of the town commiasioners P — 
If yon go to the ori^ of the movement, 1 rather 
think it was not. 1 think it was originated by a man 
here who was subsequently a town commissioner, and 
he was elected into the body for the action he took 
with reference to the flax market. Ho was the only 
Boman Catholic in that body. 

16.707. At all events, whether I am correct, other- 
wise or not, did tho town commissioners take a great 
interest in it P — They took a laudable interest in it, and 
the townspeople, commissioners, and non-commissioners 
worked hard, called upon everybody, and raised a fund 
to provide premiums. 

15.708. Was it aftei'wards that a stimulus was given 
to the Armagh markets? — There was a stimulns, but 
I think it was very temporary. The prodnets of flox 
bad fallen off, the system of buying at toe mills had 
gone on, and it was not as snccessful as we expected. 

16.709. Do you know anything of toe flax market at 
all P — No, not latterly ; not anytoing specifle. 

15.710. Would you be surprised to know toere were 
23 carts of flax m the Armagh market on Tuesday 
fortnight P-— It is a larger quantity than I expected to 
hear of being in toe market; I am speaking from 
general reports. 

15.711. Taking the entire of yonr evidence, as a 
matter of opinion it cornea to this, that the toll com- 
mittee and the town commiasioners, in your opinion, 

represent only a certain section of the townspeople P 

That is my impression. 

15.712. Wonld yon be in favour of giving toe tolls 
into toe himds of a body of town commissioners more 
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ropreseatativo than tho present body P— To answer that 
qeeatioa as I feel, I do not conceive that until there 
would be a reform in the Corporation Act in the system 
of electing commissioners that it wonld have any effect 
at oil. 

15.713. No one coold do more than enlarge the 
franchise ? — They could do more. If we were under 
the Towns Improvement Act. and tho town was divided 
into wards, the different sections of the people would 
he represented, aud until that is done 1 have no faith 
in on elective franchise. 

15.714. Does your opinion oomo to this, that with a 
Towns Improvement Act the town commissinnera 
wonld be a more representative body than the present 
toll committee P — It is possible they would. Tho 
people wonld be represented. I need uot say chat tho 
people would then fairly be represented, the obstacles 
and difficulties would be removed, booanse then it 
would be iu the hands of the poor people to elect 
their representative. 

16.715. Are not the toll committee politically and 
religiously pretty mnoh the same as the town commis- 
sioners P — Very mnch the some in that way, bnt I do 
not think th^ have an opportunity of patting them- 
selves so unfairly before the publio as an exclusive 
body as the other has. 

15,71C. They have not the command of sneb large 
sums of money as the town commUsiouetsP — Not so 
large. I hold on that point that publio money should 
not be applied for the benefit of any person privately. 

15.717. Are you aware that a enm of 117Z. 4a. goes 
into tho pockets of the debenture holders every year P — 
I do not know how much, but this 1 will say, that if I 
were individually interested I would not ^cel that it 
would be au improvement to change the system. 

15.718. And yon think the money is better employed 
going into the private purses of these gentlemen than 
if it were employed beneficially for the town ? — I think 
yon are pattmg a qnestion to me rather diffionlt to 
answer. If 1 anawored that qnestion I might then ask 
myself what my opinion wonld be of the way other 
funds of the towu were administered, aud I would not 
like to answer it on I urn not well onongh conversant 
with one or the other to show whether there is any 
money unlawfully appropriated or not. Bnt I speak of 
the system from the Imowledge I have of the gentlemen 
who are administering it. and 1 think it is as safe in 
the hands of these os with those to whom you would 
transfer the tolla until yon have properly elected 
bodies. 

15.719. (Ifr. Beat.) With regard to this sum of 
1171. 4a. referred to by Mr. G^agber, did yon hear 
that they had to issue extra debentnxos to emsrgc the 
markets P — 1 heard this being referred to when I came 
into the room. 

15.720. Do yon think this was right P — should say 
so. To do what has been done in providing new 
markets and improving others is not badly laid out 
money. The new markets are a vast improvement, and 
a credit to the towfi. 

15.721. Do yon know of any body which could be 
raised that wonld manage the tolls more satisfactorily 
than the toll committee P — I have not gone into the 
matter minutely, but, so far as I can see, I am satisfied 
with the present management. 


Paimok. McNsice examiued. 

15.722. {ifr. Best.) Ton live in Armagh? — Yes, I 
have lived here for some years. - 

15.723. How long have you been attending the 
markets hero P — ^All that time. 1 know the city of 
Armagh for 25 years and more, and X knew the markete 
for tho same time. 

15.724. Do you live close to tho pork market P— Yes, 
close beside it. 

15.725. You know the hay and straw market P — 
I do. 

15.726. In yunr avocation yon come freqnentiy aci'osa 
people attending the marketa P — Yes, I Icnow a great 
many attending tbo Armagh markets. I know people 
coming here from Castleblayney and Emyvaie, the 
former of which is 12 Irish miles doatant, and the latter 
15. People come from those districts to the markets 
here. 

I 59706. 


15,727. Did you ever hear them express any opinion 
with regard to the management of the markets P — 
They say they are pleased to come all the way as they 
are well accommodated. 

16, You know the sheds at the markets P — I do. 

15.729. Is there sufficient accommodation there for 
all the material coming in ? — ^There is. 

16.730. Is there eufficient accommodation for people 
baling hay and sending it off P — There is. 

15.731. If the mai'keta had not been enlarged that 
accommodation could not have been given P — No. With 
regard to the ahedding, he saw a man from the county 
Antrim throngh them recently, and he sud they were 
the heat sheds he hod seen anywhere. 

15.732. Did yon sign the memorial asking that tho 
tolls shonld be taken from the toll committee and 
given over to the miui^ement of the town oommis- 
eionors P — ^No. 

16.733. Wonld yon sign such a memorial? — I wonld 
uot. 

15.734. Did yon authorise any person to sign it for 
yon P — I did not, I never heard of it. 

15.735. Is that yonr handwriting [poiniing to a name 
on tlho memorial referred to) ? — No. 

15.736. Ton say you did uot authorise any person to 
sign it for you P — 1 did not. 

16.737. In yonr contact with the ffirmers round 
about, have yon heard any suggestions m&do as to the 
improvement of tho markets?— I never heard any 
suggestions made ns to tho improvemout of tho markete. 
The people are well pleased with tho treatment they 
receive in Armagh. 


CroBS-examined by Mr. Gallaoebr. 

15.738. Who signed this memorial for yon P — I 
believe it was my wife, I heard from her it was. She 
did not know what it meant, it was only within the last 
few days I heard it was she. 

15.739. Yon do not approve of thisP — If you mean 
the memorial, I do not. I am satisfied with the way 
the markets are going on, I have no right to 
oomplain. 

15.740. Do you do mnch bueiness there? — I do a 
good deal in selling pork and tami|u. 

15.741. Yon have often business in the pork market? 
— I have seen business transacted in the pork market, 
I might be once or twice doriog the year in the pork 
market on my own buaiuesa. 

15,7^. Hod yon business once there last year P — I 
had. I might be twice a year there. 

15.743. Would that be the oftenest you had bnsinass 
in this market P — I bad business in the market more 
than once or twice during the year, hut I was there 
twice on my own business. I am often in tho hay and 
straw market on my own bnsiuesa. I have bought 
100 tons of hay there in a year. 

15.744. Are you a farmer P — I am. 

15.745. How mnch land do yon hold P — About 35 or 
36 acres. I occupy this land, I hold it from year to 
year. I hold it for the season. 

15.746. Doyou,eir, boldiiu acre of land as a farmer F 
— I have no land of my own. 1 do not hold it from 
year to year, I. occupy it from year to year. 

15.747. Do yon drive a car P — I do not drive a car. 

15.748. Have yon a car? — I have, but my men drive 
them. 

15.749. Yon have cars, and you buy hay to feed your 
horses P — Yes, and I feed cows also. 

15.750. (Mr. Beat.) The 100 tons of hoy you bought 
was not to feed your oowbP — No, it wss as a dealer. 

15.75L You see the markets of Armagh often P— I 
do. 

15,752. You keep a yard for horses, I supposo you 
hear the opinion of the farmers ae they come into your 

E ' e P— Yes, and they say they axe very well pleasod. 

presence of Mr. Biggs and Mr. Gardner in the 
markets is a guarantee that tho people will he well 
treated. Ihese gentlemen are there constantly, almost 
every market day. 

D 
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Thosus Dolas examined. 

15,753. {Ifr. Beat.) Ton signed tlie petition P — I 
did. 

15,754r. Who brought it to yon? — Mr. Thomas 
Brooks. ' 

15.755. What did he tell you? — ^He said it -was for 
the general good of the town. 

15.756. It was on his recommendation you signed it? 
— It was. 


CrosB-exatained by Mr. Gailaghiir. 

15.757. You can read? — 1 can. 

15.758. Did you read the memorial ? — I may hare 
read some of it, but not all. 

15,769. Do TOU mean to say you signed a memorial 
which yon had never read, an5 of the contents of which 
you were ignorant P~ I signed it on Mr. Brook’s 
word. 

15.760. What did Brook’s tell you? — I cannot say, 
exactly. 

15.761. Do not yon know it was to take the markets 
from the toll committee and give them to the town 
commissioners P — I do not like any one to put words 
in my mouth. I never thought anything about the 
memorial ho asked me to sigh it as it was for the 
good of the town, and that being so, I signed it at 
once, as I would sign anything with that object. 

15.762. Are you of opinion it would improve the 
trade of the town if the management of the markets 
were handed over to the town commisioners ? — I do 
not know, but according to general report it would not. 

15.763. Have you yourself formed any opinion? — 
Hone whatever. 

15.764. Tour mind is a complete blank as to that, 
I suppose ? — Yery well, you may say so; 

15.765. Have you formed any opmion on the subject 
at all ? — I cannot say I have ; I cannot say I have 
formed a strong opinion. You asked me one question, 
if the markets were handed over to the town commis- 
sioners would that be for the benefit of the town, well, 
I think it would not. 

15.766. The toll debenture holders being a per- 
manent body, do yon think it is for the benefit of the 
town that they should hold the markets ?~I cannot 
Bay. 

15,7ff7. Are you in favour of elective repreaentotion 
for the distribution of the tolls of the town P — If I 
thought it was for the benefit of the town in general, 
I would. 

1-5,768. But do you think it would be for the benefit 
of the town to hand over the tolls to the town commis- 
sioners ? — Well, to hand them over to the town eom- 
misaioners, I do not think it would he for benefit 
of the town. 

15.769. If we had an elective body representative of 
the views of the entire citizens, would tliat be a proper 
body to hand over the tolls to ? — It might, if the body 
w^ elected by the householders. It might, or it 
might not. 

15.770. Then it comes to this, you have no opinion 
on the subject P — Very likely. 


Eobeet f? TT.T,B<rv m examined. 

15.771. (Mr. Beet.) You are a merchant residing in 
this town P — Yes. 

15.772. And a member of the toll committee ?— Yea, 
and a member of the toll committee. 

15.773. Were yon formerly a member of the board of 
town commissioners ? — I was. 

15.774. How long is it since you resigned your seat 
at the board P — I cannot exactly say ; it might be 
seven years. 

15.775. Yon are an extensive buyer in the grass-seed 
market? — ^Tes. 

1-5,776. Have you been so for many years P Since 

its commencement. 

15,777. The Armagh gpaas-secd market is improving P 


15.778. At the present time, do you consider it is a 
first class market ? — I do. I consider it one of the best 
in Ireland, if not the best. 

15.779. Who aro the principal buyers in the market P 
— Prom Belfast, we have Mr. Causland, Lytlo, and 
others; from Banbrii^e, we have the Morton’s, and 
other men round about the country, in addition to our 
local buyers. 

15,re0. What quantity of grass seed did you buy 
during last season ? — About 7,0001. worth this last 
season, or in quantity about 700 tons. 

15.781. What quantity is brought annually to the 
moi-ket? — About 3,000 tons every season. 

15.782. You remember when this grass seed market 
was not the market it is now ? — I do. 

15.783. And what did yon do to get it improved ? — I 
bought seed in Hewry then and some in Portadown, 
which at that time was flonrishing. The bulk of tho 
seed growing here went to Portadown, and I went there 
also and saw how things were being managed. I gave 
the Armagh men 6ii. per cws. more for their seed 
for the purpose of making them draw it back to 
Armagh. 

15.784. Had that a tondenCT to make tho people go 
to Armagh market ? — Well, Ithink it had, as they got 
6d. per cwt. more. 

15.785. That improved the Armagh market P — Of 
course it did. 

15.786. Is Armagh better now than Portadown ? — It 
is much larger. There is more seed offered here in the 
season thau in Portadown. They have hut a ono day 
market, hut wo have two. 

15.787. There is no toll on grass seed in Armagh P — 
None. They may weigh where they like. 

15.788. It is not compulsory on the farmers to weigh 
in the market ? — It is not. 

15.789. Do yon find it compulsory ou the farmers to 
weigh in the market in some other towns P — It is not 
compulsory in Portadown, hut it is in Newry and 
Belfast, in this district Armagh, Portadown. and 
Newry compete for the produce. There is the Market 
Hill district between Newry and Armagh, and tho 
Rich Hill diptrict between Portadown and Armagh. 

15.790. The toll committee offer greater advantages 
to the farmers with reference to the grass-seed market 
than are offered in other places P — They do. and besides 
if it is sold in Newry by sample, it is bound to be 
weighed in their market and paid for. It is the same 
in many other places. 

15.791. In Belfast market is it a fact that any .person 
hi-inging in a load at all is obliged to pay tho toll P — 
They must. 

15.792. The merchant may b\iy by sample, but when' 
it is delivered toll must be paid P — The merchant must 
get permmsion from tho town council to take seed 
without going to the market, and they must refund to 
the town council the toll ohargeabJo thereon the same 
as if it had been in the market. 

15.793. Your evidence generally ie that there is moro 
encQuragemsnt here in Armagh for the farmers than 
any market you go to ? — There is. 

15.794. You go about the pork market in Armagh P — 
1 do. 

15.795. It is a large and flourishing market P — It 

15.796. You live close to it P — ^I do. 

15,797-. On the same day as it is held there is also a 
hay and straw market P — ^Yos. 

15.798. I suppose you come in contact more with the 

farmers than m men P — ^I know I come very largely 

in contact with thorn. 

16.799. Have yon heard any of tho farmers expressing 
their dissatisfaciiiou with the grass seed, hay, or straw 
or pork markets ?— No. On other hand, it is no 
uncommon thing to have at our stores, some days 
during the season, 20 or 30 carts from Monaghan and 
the district. It speaks well for our markets when it 
pays men to oomo to them all the way from Monaghan. 

15.800. With reference to the pork market, how is it 
managed P — It is managed very well. There does not 
seem to be any complaint, for the inspector seems to be 
an active man, and he reports and sets the farnjers 
tight at once. 
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15.801. Yott fovmoiiy bought a good doal of corn P — 
Yes. 

15.802. Thcr’O is no toll on it at present P — ^None. 

15.803. Yon wore one of those who tried to got the 
toll taken oft'?— I woa. 

15.804. Isthe com market prosporoua ? — Itis; bntit 
has not been os large this year ss the quantity of oate 
sown wonld lead one to expect. This arises &om the 
formers, owing to the low prices ofi'ered, nsbg a large 
quantity for £heir own use. The country mills have 
been deluged with oats this year, sent there to be 
smashed np for the farmers. 

15.805. Is there any toll on oats in Newry ?— Yes, all 
the oats coming into Xowy market must bo weighed 
there. 

15.806. Is that the caso in Armagh? — B'o. 

15.807. "What have they to pay for the weighing of 
oats inNewi-y? — I have got the list of charges from 
under the hand of the town clerk of Newry. I wrote 
to Mr. Dodd, who is a member of the corporation there, 
and 1 told him we bad a little agitation ahont the 
market charges in Armagh, the chargee on form 
produce coming in, and he forwarded me a list of what 
IS piud there. Oats nro charged 2d. per bag, and if 
over 3 cwt. 7 lbs., 3d. ; grass seed, lid. per l»g ; wheat, 
2(1. per bag ; if over 3 cwt. 7 lbs., 3d. ; pork, 4d. per 
pis; live pigs, Id., snekers, ^d. each; lump butter, 
l|d. per piece ; print, Id. per 4 lbs. ; eggs, Id. per 100 ; 

tatuea. 4d. per load, 1& per bag, and l^d. if over 

cwt.; fowl, 2d. pur dozen; plants, 4d. and 6d. per 
load; liay and straw, tow, turnijjs, mangold, and 
carrots, 4d. per load ; turf, horse load, 2d. ; as.s load, 
Id.; milk, per chum. Id. These tolls include weighing, 
where it is required, except in the caso of butter, where 
an additional charge is made for weighing. 

15.808. Have you gone over the list of chmges in 
Newry, and compart it with those of Armagh P — I 
have, and they axe much lower here. 

15.809. Have yon compared the Nowry and other 
lists with the list made out by the toll committee? — I 
have, and Armagh is more advantageous to the former 
than any other market ahont. 

15.810. You remomhor the toll committee enlarging 
the markets P — I do. 

15.811. Was it necesBoiy that they should then issue 
new debentures to enable them to do so? — It was 
necessary, at all events, that the market should ho 
enlarged to accommodate the stuff coining in, or if not 
the market would have gone down. 

15.812. If the new debentores were issned for this 
pnrpose, do you think it was a proper course to adopt P 
— Certainly. 

15,818. Are all the markets in Armagh popnlar with 
the farmors ? — They are. 

15.814. You know the cow fair P — I am not much in 
the fairs, but 1 have a large connexion of hiends who 
feed cattle very largely. 

15.815. Do you think it would be for the benefit of 
the town if the tolls were transferred to the town 
commiBSLoners P — I do not know they would be os well 
managed. 


Oross-oxomined by Mi-. GALLaoHBU. 

15.816. You are a member of the government new P 
— Tea, and you are in the opposition. 

16.817. Have your views ohanged since you wore in 
tho opposition P — Not ono iota. 

15.818. You are in favour of having the tolls os low as 
possible P — Certainly. 

15.819. I assume, any profits made from the tolls you 
would like to see go lo the benefit of the town? — I 
would. 

15,8*20. Having regard to that, and considering that 
the toll oommittce was in debt to the extent of 1,70(^, 
wonld you consider the expenditure of 9001 on the 
Mall a prudent or proper expenditure P — I do not know 
in what alate tho Mall was when the expenditure was 
made. 

15,821. No matter what stats it was in, wonld you 
consider it a prudent expenditure P—1 look upon it as 
an ornament to the Mall or to the town. 


15,822. I know, but do you think the object of the 
toll commiitoe is to uruament the towuP— It ought; to 
improve it. 

15,828. It ought to improve the markets chioily P — 
Yea, the markets first. 

15,8*24 Was it predmit to expend 900Z. in orna- 
menting tho town P — I would have liknd to have seen 
what state the Mall was in. Tho Mall is an omamciic 
to the town, and it is worthy of supnort from the 
town. 

15,^5. Should a man in debt begin to ornament Ms 
promises before he clears off that debt? — believe in 
oveiy person piiyiiig off his debt. 

15.826. You have hoard the toll committeo were in 
debt to tho extent of 1,7001., and hn^*ing regard to that, 
do you think it prudent to expend 9001. in ornamenting 
tho town P — Yes, if they derived a revenue from tho 
town. "What was done was not a cause of injury to the 
markets, it was an improvement. 

15.827. Docs the same remark apply to what was 
done for the Toutiuo Bnuins P — I know nothing about 
them. The Tontjno Booms are a public aocommo- 
dation, and we have no public ball in Armagh suitable 
for public meetings and such like. 

15.828. Is uQt this room we arc in n better room P — 
It is not. 

15.829. Is not this room itself a larger and better 
room P — ^No, it is not. No doubt every person forms 
bis own idea about things, but the Tontine is a better 
room than this in every way. 

15.830. Wo bod this room in tho town at all events 
and notwithstandiug this a sum of 9001. was spent on 
tho Tontine ? — I ^ not know imybhing about that 
expend! taro. 

15.831. Was it a legitimate expenditnre, considering 
the cummittee wore so much in debt P— I wonld go in 
for building a good public room for Armagh. 

15,882. And float new debentures for itP — ^Wcll, I 
do not know about that. 

15,833. You wore a town commissioner at one time P 
— I was. 

15,884. The grass-seed market, has that been a 
success owing to the action of the toll committee, or 
despite the action of the toll committee P — Despite the 
action. 

15.835. Did not the toll committee endeavour to levy 
a toll on grass seed ? — They did, or at least the then 
contractor, for the markets were then farened out, did. 
Mr. Calvert was the contractor at that time. 

15.836. And he endeavoured to levy a toll on grass 
seed? — I am aware of what oocurred, I went down to 
the gates when the carts were stopped, and I said to 
them to go on, and 1 would be reBponsiblo for the 
action taken against them, if any. 

15.837. Was any action taken against them P — I am 
not qnite clear as to that. 

15.838. Did the toll oommittce support Calvert P — I 
do not know, but I know the whole thing woe ulti- 
mately abandoned. 

15,889. I think Mr. Best supported him ? — ^He did. 

15.840. Was it through your action or that of 
Mr. Best, that tho idea of imposing a toll on grass seed 
was abm^onodP — I do not think it was ever established. 
It was abandoned in any case. I took decided action 
in tho matter, and I would do the some to-morrow. 

15.841. You believed, I suppose they had no power P 
— I believed they had no power, because it was a new 
thing. 

15.842. And that view of the matter was supported 
by tbe present Master of the Bolls P Look at this 
memoriad, Mr. Gillespie, is that your signature P — It is 
my breth^'a. 

16,848. Were you aware he signed this memorial P — 
I do not know yet what the memorial is. 

15.844. It is your brother’s aignatore you say ; is he 
not in portnerahip with yon P — ^Yes. 

15.845. I will read yon a memorial received in 1882 
by the town oommisaioners (haoiw; read tha menorioj). 
Do youreoolicot that?— No, but I am qnite sure it is 
quite coiTOOt, you were one of the commissioners to 
whom it was addressed. 


16,846. We were both eomxuissioners P — ^Wewero. 

I> 2 

Pruilccl image dmiii.sccl by llic I Iiiivcrsily oi' Soiilliamploii Library Digilisalioii Unit 
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



28 


15.847. Are yon aware of electiTe representation for 
the uianagemenb of the tolls? — ^You would hare to 
define what you meant by this. I have heard a great 
many questions asked about this to-day, and I have 
heard a great many answers given, bnt to my mind it 
would bo necessary for the governing body of tho 
markets to have on interest in them so as to bring them 
in contact with the people coming to the markets. 

15.848. Would not a body like the town commis- 
eioners have such an interest ? — Thei'e is no man would 
have such an inter^t except one who came directly 
in contact with the farmer himself in the way of 
purchasing from him. 

15.849. Are not the town commissioners of the same 
class of the populasion as the toll committee ? — They 
are not. 

15.850. What is the difference? — ^Tbe difference is 
members of the toll committee buy the produce comiug 
into the markets; but, as far as I know, there is no 
member of the board of town commissioners, or very 
few, who do so. Some may buy from the farmer 
directly in the market, but it wiU be only a load of 
hay or oats for his own horses. 

15.851. You would then be in favour of no board 
except one composed of members who bought in the 
markets themselves ? — I will give you the grass seed 
question as an illustration. If I had not had that 
interest in the grass-seed mwket, the Armagh people 
would probably not have had it yet. I do not care for 
sneh a matter, but I took such an interest in it that I 
was bound to make the remark. 

15.852. Is it not a mere accident that you were 
buying grass seed, and at the same time that yon 
were a member of the toll committee P — I was buying 
grass seed 20 years before I was a member of the 
committee. It is a mere accident, I am a member of 
the toll committee at all. 

15,863. Well, I suppose a board may be so composed 
that its members will be brot^ht into contact with the 
fermers and the markets ? — In that case the market 
would be a success. 

15,854. Having regard to the toll committee’s 
position, is it a desii-able body to have control of the 
markets ? — ^Yes ; until you provide a better. 

15,856. You are not in favour, are yon or are you not 
in favour of elective representation p — I have always 
been in favour of it. 

15,856. Would you be in fiivour of elective repre- 
sentation with a more extended franchise ? — I believe 
we will have household anffrage by and by. Whether 
we are in favour of it or not, it will come at any rate. 
I mean the municipal franchise will be reduced to the 
parliamentary. 

15,867. With a more extended franchise, would you 
be in. favour of handing over the markets to the 

m a na gement of the town commissioners ? You could 

not have a more extended franchise with the present 
rating, yon would require to have it reduced. 

15.858. But on a more extended franchise, would 
you be in favour of the town commissioners having 
control of the markets ? — As a truth, large bodies 
very seldom work ve^ well, when I waut to get 
anything well done, I like to have very few about it. 

15.859. There are a large number of debenture 
holders P— -But they are not all members of the toll 
oommittee. 

16.860. But they have a right to elect ?— They have 
If you take the caaes of Newry and Portadown, where 
the markets ore in the hands of corporations, the tolls 
are in excess of what they are here. 

15.861. They had, however, to begin and make new 
marketsP— They had the same thing to do here. In 
my memory besides they have made great improve- 
ments here. 

15.862. It is idle to compare what has been done in 
Newry with what has been done in Armagh p— 
1 know there ai-e old markets in Newry 150 years old, 

16.863. Pour times as much have been expended in 
Newry as in Armagh?— You are speaking now of the 
markets near the railway station ; but they have 
old markets also in which the toll is the same as 
the new. 

15.864. Of course ttiey must equalise P— Yon observed 
to several wifmesses, and asked them did they object 
to the toll committee putting a large sum of money 


into their own pockets. Well, I am one of the deben- 
ture holders, 15i. worth, and I get 18s. per annum for 
one year. That is the interest I have in the toll 
committee and their workings. 

15.865. (ilfr. Seit.) Do von know that a main sewer 
runs by the side of the Mall. I know a dirty river runs 
there. 

15.866. Would you think that the covering of this 
over was a laudable object P — I would. 

15.867. There ore some members of the toll com- 
mittee who are largo buyers in the markets ? — 
Mr. Perris, Mr. Best, and Mr. MoOleilaud attend the 
markets, and they are large buyers. 

15.868. Are there any members of the town commis- 
sioners who buy as lareely in the markets, except 
Mr. M'OIelland and Mi\ Perris, who are not members 
of the toll committee ? — Only two members of the 
town commisBioners. 

15.869. (Mr. Oemmissioner Blaclc.) Is there any 
charge in connexionwith tho weighing of oats p — No 
toll whatever. 

15.870. No deduction for porterage? — None what- 
ever. 

Thomas Poster examined. 

15.871. (Mr. Beet.) You are a merchant? — ^Yes, I am. 

I reside in Dobbin Street. 

15.872. Was the memorial presented to you to sign? 
— It was. 

15.873. 3y whom ? — ^I do not remember. 

15.874. Were you aware it was for the pmqiose of 
taking the markets from nnder the control of tho toll 
oommittee and putting them under the town ooinmis- 
sioners P — I do not know. 

15.875. If you had known such to be the ciae, would 
you have signed it P — I might not have signed it. 

15.876. Would you say that the town commissioners 
would manage the markets better than the toll com- 
mittee P — I do not think they would. 

15.877. (Ifr. GaUaglier.) Are you in favour of the toll 
committee having charge of the markets ?— Yes. 

15,8TB. Were you always so P — I may not Lave 
been. 

15.879. Ton signed the memorial? — I did. 

15.880. Did yon sign the other memorial in 1882 ?— 
I did. 

15.881. Do you remember signing this memorial P 

I do not, hut I beheve it is my signature. 

15.882. Do you sign evei-ything that is put before 
you, good, bad, and indifferent? — Not everything. 

15.883. Do not you know that the memorial was in 
favour of handing over the markefa to the town com- 
missioners P — I did not know at the time ; I saw a lot 
of names before me ; 1 was asked to sign it, and I did 
so. 

15.884. Do yon, as a merehanfe, sign anythin® that 
comas in your way P— A memorial does not do“much 
harm. 

15.885. Are yon really serious that you sign memo- 
rials on all ocoasions of which, yon do not know the 
object P— I did not lake time to read it. I do not read 
them on every occasion. I saw a few names that I 
thought was right before me, and I signed it in a 
hmry. 

James MoLahghlih examined. 

15.886. (Mr. Best.) Yon signed the memorial P— I 
did. 

15.887. Who presented it to yon P — Mr. Thomas 
Brooks. 

16.888. What did he say to you ?— He said would 

vou be in favour of doing away with the tolls ? But I 
T ^ tolJa committee. 

I did not ask to see the memorial, and it was not 
read. 

15,^9. Were yon prepared to see the markets trans- 
ferred to the town commissioners P — If there was proper 
representation, hut wo need a sweeping change Before 
that. 

15,890. But as matters stand you prefer the toll com* 
mittee ? — Oertainly. 
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Cross-examined by Mr. Gah,agsbs. 

15.891. Ton bare no political objection to the board? 
— I might have, bat I am not nrging on this ground. 
Their Section is a farce. 

15.892. Is it not bold in pursuance of the provisions 
of the Act of Parliament ? — It is ; but there is no repre- 
sentation on this board at all. I urge my case on 
their general incompeteucy for the discharge of public 
business. 

15.893. It is not on political or religions grounds you 
urge it P — It is not. 

15.894. Have you any objection to them on this 
ground? — These people represent themselves, but 
nobody else. 

15.895. Is it a political or religious difl'erenceP — 
Well, I might urge this. I am not in favour of the toll 
committee, or their system of levying tolls. lam in 
favour of the change. Mr. Sexton got for the Orange- 
men of Belfast (Ulster), the assimilation of the Mnnicipal 
and Parliamentary franchise. 

16.896. In other vrords, you are in favour of the 
existence of the toivn commissioners on a more extended 
franchise ? — ^1 am not in favour of the town commis- 
sioners elected nnder the present system, or anything 
approaching to it. If we had such a change as 
Mr. Sexton got for the Orangemen of Belfast in the 
shape of household franchise, I would approve of it. 
I think any man who has a house should have a vote. 

15.897. (Mr. Best.) They do nob represent the feelings 
of the people of Belfast. I mean the town commis- 
sioners ? — Not of any section of the people. I do not 
think they even represent themselves. 


(The inquiry was resumeU on the morning of the 15th of 
May 1889. 

Robebt Baxter examined.' 

16.898. You live in Armagh ? — Tea. 

15.899. Where? — In Castle Street. 

15.900. Was a memorial presented to you for signa- 
ture by Mr. Brooks ?— Yes. 

15.901. Is that your signature which apoears upon 
it?_Yes. 

15.902. Did he tell yon what the memorial was about P 
He did. 

15.903. What did he say? Did he say that the 
object of the memorial was to prevent the town com- 
missioners from getting the tolls P — ^He did, 

15.904. And was it that r^resentation that indneed 
you to sign the memorial ? — Yes. 

15.905. You then object to the town commissioners 
getting charge of the tolls P — Certainly. 

15.906. And you siguod the memorial because you 
were bold that its object was to prevent the town com- 
missioners from getting it P — ^Yes ; I would rather put 
my hand into the lire than sign any document in favour 
of the town commissioners getting charge of the tolls. 

Cross-examined by Mr. G-ai.lagher. 

16.907. Do yon attend the Armagh Market ? — Yes. 

15.908. How often P — Every Tuesday. 

15.909. What business do you follow P — I am a tin- 
smith. 

15.910. Do you pay tolls? — ^Yesj every Tuesday I 
come into the market I have to pay tolls. 

15.911. Do yon know who collects the tolls P — les, 
Thomas McCnrtan. 

15.912. Do you know Mr. McDonald or Mr. Gardner? 
—Tea, by seeing them. 

15.913. Do you know that Mr. Gardner has anything 
to do with the markets ? — I see bim there. 

15.914. Do you kuow that he is secretary to the loll 
committee P — I am not aware of it. 

15.915. Do you know that the toll committee receive 
the tolls? — ^Tes, I pay thorn tolls myself. 

_ 15,916. _What did you mean when yon said that yon 
signed this memorial to keep the town commissioners 
out of the tolls P — I meant that I would keep the town 
oommiBsionerB from havinar anvthine to do with the 
tolls if I could. 


15.917. What is your reason for that? — Because I 
have no confidence in them. 

15.918. Are they not all respectable men ? — ^Yos, they 
are respectable enough. 

15.919. And are they not all townspeople? — Yes. 

16.920. Well, I want yon to tell me why you would 
object to the town commissioners, whom you admit are 
respectable townspeople, from having the administra- 
tion of these tolls P— I have already told you that it is 
because I have no confidence in them. 

15.921. But what is your reason for having no oonfi- 
danco in them P — My reason is that I have no confidence 
in them at alL 

15.922. Do not you think that they have the interest 
and welfare of the town at heart? — Ifo ; they have the 
interests of the shops more at heart than the welfare 
of the town. 

15.923. Why do yon think that ? — I know that they 
want to have the market in their own shops. 

15.924. Surely you do not want to make out that 
they want to have the market for hay and straw and 
fionr in their shops ?— They want to have everything 
in their shops. 

15.925. Now, do nob you know veiy well that they 
could not have the market for fann produce in their 
shops P — do not Imow anythmg of the kind. 

15.926. Mention any articles of farm produce that 

they would have in their shops ? — They butter and 

eggs and milk, any everything like that. 

16.927. And is that your only objection to the Com- 
missioners have charge of the tolls P — ^Yea. 

15.928. Do you not think that the Gommissionem 
would manage the tolls right P — I do not. 

15.929. And have you any other reasons for yonv 
objections P — None. 

16.930. And why do you support the toll committee P 
— Because they have had charge of the tolls for a vary 
long time, about 20 years, I think, and have always 
acted fairly by us. 

15.931. Do you know anything about the fiai market? 
— Yea. 

15.932. Do you remember it previous to the year 
1880 P— Yes. 

15.933. Now, was there a fiax market then at all P — 
There was. 

16.934. Was it not overgrown with grass P — I do not 
know, because I was never on it, but ibr that matter 
the grass woa growing on ihe streets as well as in the 
fiax market. 

15.935. Do you not know that it is better than it 
was P — No. 

15.936. Do you know anything about the pork 
market ? — Yes, I was in it many a time. 

15.937. Do you know what the charges are for selliug 
a pig P — I do not. 

15.938. Are yon able to read and write ? — 1 can write 
my name, that is all. 

15.939. Canyon read? — I could read a printed paper, 
but I could not read writing. 

15.940. Can you read this memorial? — ^No, I can 
only read my own name. 

15.941. Did you try to read the memorial? — I did 
not. 

15.942. Did yon look at it at all? — Yes, I looked nt 
it, but I could not read it. 


Cearles Okweli examined by Mx. Best. 

15.943. What business do you follow? — I am a pork 
buyer for Morton, of Banbridge. 

15.944. How long have you been a pork buyer? — 
About 11 years. 

15.945. Yon attend Armagh market in the capacity 
of a buyer of pork P — Yes . 

15.946. And you are acquainted with the tolls 
charged in the market? — ^Yea. 

15.947. Was a petition or memorial presented to yon 
by Mr - Brooks for the purpose of obtaining year 
signature to it P— Yos. 

15.948. And did yoasign itP — Idid. 
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l-t,949. WLafc did he tell yon was the object of the 
memorial P — Ho said it was to look after the money of 
the tolls. 

15,950. Did he say anything else? — Tea, ho said it 
was for the good of the town. 

15,961. I suppose you have considerable experience 
of the Armagh markets P—Tes. 

15.952. And from that experience would yon be in 
fayonr of the transfer of the market rights from the 
toll committee to the town conumssioaers P — I would 
not. 

15.953. Are you hi the hahit of attending other 
markets besides those of Armagh P — Yes. 

15.954. l^ame some of them ? — Well, I attend 
Lisuaskon, Olowes, Dundalk, and Portadown. 

15.955. Do you attend others? — I went to Keivry 
sometimes. 

15.956. Did yon every attend Dungannon? — Tea, 
abont three years. 

15.957. Well, now after your experience of all these 
towns, what is your opinion of the accommodation and 
facilities afi’orded in Armagh as compared with the 
other places you have mentioned? — Well, here we have 
an inspector for looking after the pork, bat there is 
nothing of that kind in Lisnaskea, Dnndalk, or Clowes. 
In Newryand Portadown there m an ofBcial of that 
kind. 

15.958. In your opinion is the accommodation in 
Armagh market of a superior character? — ^Tea, it is 
snperior to that of any other market I ever attended. 

1-5,959. In Lisnaskea, Clowes, and other places is 
there a market all the year ronnd ? — No. 

15.960. Daring what portion of the year then is the 
market held? — siom 1st October to 1st May. 

15.961. And am I right in saying that in Armagh 
there is a market all the year round? — Yes. 

15.962. Do yon consider that the tolls charged in 
Armagh are of a reasonable character ? — They are the 
same at other places. 

15.963. In your opinion is the toll charged upon pigs 
in Armagh too high ? — No. 

15.964. And is the accommodation in the pig market 
sufficient ii^our opinion to meet all the demands made 
upon it ? — Yea. 

15.965. And you say that they have in Armagh what 
you say they have not in other places which you attend, 
namely, a man to look after the pigs ? — That is so. 


Cross-examined by Mr. GALLAOsen. 

15.966. I presume yon live at Banbridge P — No, Ido 
not I only buy pork for a merchant in Banbridge. 

15.967. And I suppose you know the Banbridge 
market? — ^No. I do not attend it. 

1.5,968. Do you know what are the charges in Ban- 
bridge ? — No. 

15.969. What are the charges here ? — ^Pourpence for 
weighing, 2d. for aigniog, .and 6d. for house money. 

15.970. That is Is. altogether? — ^Tes. 

15.971. Ton know what the charges are at Newrv ? — 
Yes. 

15. 972. Do they amount to Is. also? — ^No, I think it 
is only lOd. in Newry. 

15.973. Can not you tell ns exactly what yon have 
paid yourself? — I am not altogether smre, but I* th'uk 
it is only lOd. 

15, 9/4. Do you know what the charges are in Porta- 
down? — I think about lOd. 

15.975. Now, do yon know or do you not P We do 
not want to know what yon thinkP^I do not know 
what the charge for weighing ia exactly. 

15.976. l^en Mr. Brooks brought yon this memorial, 
you signed it ? — Yes. 

15.977. Did you read it ?— I did not. 

15.978. And are we to understand that yon are in the 
habit of siguing documents without reamng them and 
nscertaining what they sxe abont?— ,-No. 

15.979. Then, why did yon sign this memorial with- 
out reading it ? — Because Mr. MoLangUin atwii it was 
for the good of the town. 


15,98f’. Did Mrl McLaughlin sign it?-^l do not know 
whether he did or not. 

15.981. Would yon .be in favonvof transferring the 
cave and management of the tolls from the toll oom- 
mittee to the town commissioners P — I would not. 

15.982. What is your reason for that? — Well, I do 
not see any cause why there should be a change, If 
the town, oomnissionets , had had the tolls for the 
last 20 years, as the toll committee have had, I 
would be equity opposed to any change. I have no 
objection to either body, hut after the toil committee 
have had the tolls for such a long time, I do not see 
any necessity whatever to take their powers from them 
and hand them over to the town commissioners. 

15.983. All yon want, I suppose, is tliat the markota 
ehould be properly conducted P — That is so. 

15.984. (Mr. Gommiaaimer Slack.) Do yon live in 
Armagh? — ^Yes. 

15.985. And yon are opposed to the transference of 
the market rights to the town commissioners from the 
present toll committee P — Yes. 

Ere-examinod by Mr. Best. 

15.986. On each pig that is brought into the market, 
how. much does the toll committee get ? — ^Foorpence. 

15.987. That is for weighing ? — ^Yes. 

15.988. The toll committee have nothing whatever to 
say to the &d. which is charged ? — That is so. 

15.989. That 6d. is what is called house money ? — 
Yes. 

Joseph Gaskin examined by Mr. Best. 

15.990. Waeapetitionpresentedtoyon byMr.Brooks 
to sign ? — Yes. 

15.991. And did yon sigh it ?- Yes. 

15.992. Why did you do so P — On the condition that 
they were to remove the market from the present 
position. 

15,983. Would yon have signed that memorial if you 
had Imown that its object wan to band the tolls over to 
the town commissioners P — ^Nb, I would not. 


Cross-examined by Mr. Gaxiaohee. 

15.994. What employment do you follow ? — Different 
things. 

15.995. What are yon doing at present ? — ^I am in the 
employment of Mr. i’erria. 

16.996. Mr. Ferris, I believe, is a member of the 
toll committee P — I believe so. 

15.997. Do yon know whether he ia or not? — I 
believe he is. 

■ 15,998. Do not you know very well he ia P — ^I am not 
certain. '■ 

15,999. Did yon never hear before that Mr. Ferris 
was a member of the toll committee P — I heard that he 
was, hot I do not know anything abont it. Ha may be, 
hut I cannot say positively. 

16.000. Do yon know auy of the members of the toll 
committee P — I do. 

16.001. Whom do yon know ? — I know Mr. Jenkinson. 

16.002. Had you any conversation with any of the 
members of the toll committee about this memorial P — 
No. 

16.003. With none of them ?-^That is so. 

16.004. Did anyone of them apeak to you abont 
signing it P — No. 

•16,005. Are yon sure, now, that yon had.no conversa- 
tion with any member or membera of the toll committee 
upon this matter ? — 1 did not speak to anyone of them 
conoei'ning it. 

16.006. Well, now, if that is so, how did you know to 
come here and give evidence P — was sent for. - 

16.007. By whom ? — By someone here. 

16.008. What did ydh come' here to do P — I was sent 
for, and was told to come to the nxarket-house. 

16.009. And do yon mean to .say, that no one knew 
what yon were coming here to say? — ^No, 
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1^,010. Did nobody know tbat.you wore coming here 
to state that you signed the memorial without reading 
it?— No. 

16,011. Did you never have a word with Mr. Ferris 
as to the character of the evidence you were about to 
give to the CommisaionorP — No. 

16,013. Or with any other member of the toll com- 
mittee P — ^No. 

16.013. And did not one of them know what you were 
going to say ? — That is so. 

16.014. Did any member of the toll committee know 
that you hod not read this memorial before signing it P 
— No. 

16.015. Then how did they know to send for yon to 
give evidence P — I do not know. 

16.016. Come air, I want you to tell mo how the 
members of the toll committee hecamo aware that you 
would state here, that you had signed this memorisl 
without having read it P — told several parties. 

16.017. Whom did you tell ? — ^Mr. Baxter. 

16.018. Did you tall anyone else P — Yes. 

16.019. Whom?— Mr. M'Creesh. 

16,030. Anyone olse P — ^Hr. Boyd. 

16,021. Come, now, had you no word of conversation 
with Mr. Ferris ahonb this matter? — ^No. 

16.033. This morning P — ^No. 

16,028. I think you knew he was a member of tbo 
toll committee ? — ^1 am not positive os to whetW ho is 
or not. 

16.034. And you still adhere to the statement that 

? )U had no oonversation with him about this matter P— 
as. 

16,035. Nor wUh any other member of the toll 
committee ? — ^N6. 


Thouas Fahy examined by Mr. Best. 

16.026. Where have you been living for sometime P— 
I have been in America. 

16.027. For bow long? — 12 months. 

16.028. When did you come homeP — I arrived in 
Arm^h at half past twb o’clock on last Monday 
morning. 

16.029. Waa there a pefition presented to you within 
the lost twelve mouths P — ^No. 

16.030. Where do you live P — I used to live in Mill 
Street before I went to America. 

16.031. Is that your signature, “Thomas Fahy, Mill 
Street, Armagh”? — ^That is my namo, hnt I md not 
write it. 

16,033. Did you authorise miyono to attach your 
signature to that document P — No. 

16,033. Is there any other man of that name that you 
know ofP — ^No. There is a Patrick Fahy, but there is 
no other Thomas Fahy, beside myself, that I am aware 


Cross-examiued by Mr. (tallacoes. 

16.034. Do you know who si^ed your namo to that 
memorial? — I do not. 

16.035. Are you au^e. — I do not recognise the 
writing. 

16.036. Are you a married mauP — I am. 

16,0^. And do you mean to say that you do not 
recognise the handwriting of your own wife P — That is 
not my wife’s handwriting at all. 

16.038. Now are you pootive .about that P — ^Yes. 

16.039. And you say that yon do not know whoso 
writing it is P— Yes. 

16.040. Your wife has been in Armagh, I believe, 
while you were away in America P — Yes. 

16i 041. And how long were you away P — It is exactly 
12 months to-day since I went away. 

16.042. _ .^e you not the tenant of the house in which 
you are living r — I snppose I am. 

16.043. Do you not know that you are P — ^No. I do 
not know where my wife -has been living since I went 
away. 


16,044. Are you not the tenant of your house ? — I do 
rot Imow. 

16,046. Is the tenancy not in your name? — ^I cannot 
teU. 

16.046. Arc yon in any employment at the present 
time ?— I ion. 

16.047. And is your wife in any employment P — Yes. 

Be-examined by Mr. Bust. 

16.048. Has your wife been out at sorvioo while you 
were away ? — ^Yes. 


Bosbrt EasRiXB examined by Mi'. Best. 

16.049. Do yon attend the Armagh Markets P — I do. 

16.050. For how long? — Well, I should say I know 
the Armagh Markets for about 25 years. 

16.051. Do yon know the pork market in Armagh? 
— Yes. 

16.052. ^vo yon any experience of the manner iu 
whioh it is conducted P — Yes. 

16.053. And also of the amount of the toll which is 
levied in the market P — I have. 

16.054. Now as to the former matter, that is the 
manner in which the market is conducted, what is your 
opinion? — I have no fault to find with it in that 
respect. 

16.055. Bot arc you of opinion that it is well and 
effectually conducted P — I am. 

16.056. Well, now to come to tho question of tho 
amount of the toll whioh is charged, do you consider 
it moderate or excessive ? — t think Tt is very moderate. 

16.057. Do you ever attend any other market? — Oh 
yea, I have gone to other markets. 

16.058. Where P — Portadown, for inatauce. 

16.059. For what pn^ose did you go to the market 
at Portadown P — Well, I went there because I waa told 
it was a better market for pork. 

16.060. Than Armagh I — Yes, so I waa told. 

16.061. And yon went there ? — ^Yos. 

16.062. What had you to sell P — I killed six pigs to 
take to it. 

16.063. And what was your eiperionoc? Was it 
favourable to Portadown or Armagh P — I prefer 
Armagh. - 

16.064. Was ths-t your first visit to Portadown? — 
Yes. 

16.065. And after the result of that visit did you ever 
go back to it again ? — No. 

16.066. Ton say you would rather liu've the market 
in AimaghP — Yea, I certainly would. 

16.067. Do you attend the oat market here P — Tea. 

16.068. I believe I am right in saying that there is 
no toll charged upon the oats in the Armagh MarkotP 
—Yes. that IS so. 

16.069. Now yon havo long experience of the Armagh 
Markets, and of the manner in which they have been 
conducted and managed by . the toll committee, and 1 
want you to give me your opinion upon the subject. 
Are yon yourself satisfied with the mai'kets ? — ^I am. 

16.070. And with the manner iu whioh they have 
boon conducted by the toll committee ? — Yes. 

16.071. Now I suppose you have some experience of 
what those who attend the markets think on the same 
subject P — T<s. Of coarse I hear them talking about 
it now and then. 

16.072. Have yon heard the farmers apeak about tho 
way in which the markets are conducted P — Tea. 

16.073. And what is their opinion P — They seem to ba 
saiisfi^ with tho markets. 

16.074. And has that been the case for some time 
ba^ P — ^Tes, as far as I know, it has. 

Cross-examined by Mr. HaUi^oheu. 

16.075. Do you think that a charge of Is. on every 
pig is a moderate toll P — I do. 


D 4 
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16.076. Ib it more or less than that charged in other 
market towns round about ? — think it is about the 
same. 

16.077. Take Portadown for instance, is the charge 
per pig the same both in Armagh and Portadown ? — I 
think it is, but in Portadown I had to deliver the pigs 
at the railway station. 

16.078. Do you know anything of the management 
of the pork market in other towns with the exception 
of Portadown and Armagh ? — No. 

16.079. TThot is yonr reason for preferring Armagh 
to Portadown P— Well, in Portadown it is necessary 
to deliver the pigs at the railway station as I hare 
already said, and that is both inconvenient and dau- 

f erouB, as we have to run the risk of haring our horses 
'ightened hy the trains. In Armagh there is nothing 
of tW sort, as the pigs are taken from us at the 
shambles. 

16,080. Can you remember the time when there was 
a toll charged upon oats in Armagh P — ^Tes. 

16,081. I believe 1 am right iu saying that that charge 
was abolished. 

Ee-examined by Mr. Best. 

16,082. There were then two market days in the 
week, were there not P — That is so. 

16,083. And that charge, I believe, was only made 
upon one of the two days? — Tea. 

16,084. What were the days P — Wednesday and 
Saturday. 

16,085. And on which of the two days was the 
charge made on oats ? — On Saturday. 

16,086. Have you got a flax mill ? — Tea. 

16,087. I believe it is not working now P — That is so. 
16,088. To what cause do you attribute the fact that 
your flax mill is not working now. Is it because of the 
want of flas P — ^Tes, that is the reason to a very great 
extent. 

16,089. Did you ever go to the flas market m Porta- 
down P— Yes. 

16,090. What made yon go there ? — I heard that it 
was a better market for flax than Portadown. 

18,091. And what was your experience of that visit P 
— ^TV’ell, I would nob go back again. 

16,092. What is your reason for sa^g that ? Did 
you not get a good price for your flax P — No, I did 
not. 

16,093. In your opinion, could you have got a better 
price for your produce if you Imd disposed of it in 
Armagh P — Yes, I could have sold it in Armagh for 
6d. more per load. 

16,094. When did this occur, how long was it ago P 
— ^Well, I suppose it might bo 10 years ago. 

16,093. Was that about the time that the flax market 
was removed in Armagh P — I could not say. 

16,096. In yoor opinion, is the accommodation in the 
Armagh Market Bufdcient to meet all the demands 
made up it ? — Certainly, it is quite sufficient. 

16,097. And do you thinkthatthe people m'e desirous 
of seeing a change in the management of the markets ? 
—As for as I know they do not want any change 
whatever. 


Thokis Kkipb examined by Mr. Best. 

16.098. Yon are a large fanner, I believe, Mr. Enipe P 
— Yes. 

16.099. And a mill owner as well ? — Yes. 

16.100. You live near the city of Armagh P — Yes. 

16.101. What is the valuation of your property? — 
About 300k 

16.102. You were, I believe, a member of Lord 
Oowper's Commission which was appointed to inquire 
into the working of the Land Act ?— I was. 

16.103. How long have you attended the markets in 
Armagh P — Oh, for a long time. 

16.104. About bow long? — Forty years, or there- 
abouts. 

16.105. You know the pork market P — Yes. 


16.106. I suppose you have attended it regularly P — 

I have. 

16.107. You know the accommodation it gives P— 
Yes. 

16.108. Is it good P— Quite ample, in my opinion. 

16.109. For all purposes P — ^Yes. 

16.110. Are you also acquainted with the hay and 
straw market ? — ^Yes. 

16.111. Does it afford good accommodation P — I do 
not know any better accommodation in any market 
with which I am acquainted. 

16.112. Do you kuow the flax market ? — Yes. 

16,118. lu your opinion is it large enongh P — ^Yes, I 

think it is quite sufficient for all requirements at 
present. 

16.114. I believe it is uot availed of as much as ib 
ought to bo, as large quantities of flax ai'e sold at the 
mills P — That is so. 

16.115. The buyers go to the mills P — They do. 

16.116. You keep a very large number of cattle, do 
you nob? — Yes. 

16.117. About how many P — ^Well, I have about 200 
bead of cattle at the present moment. 

16.118. Do you ever sell cattle by weight P — Never. 

16.119. Have you ever known any dealers in cattle 
who asked you to sell by weight?— No, I never was 
asked to do so. 

16.120. Do you think it is necessary to have a weigh- 
bridge for the weighing of cattle P— I have never been 
asked to weigh them. The question has never been 
put. 

16.121. Now do you consider that the management of 
the Armagh markets is what it ought to be P — As far os 
I know, the management is exceedingly good at present. 

16.122. Is the grass-seed market largely attended P — 
It is,; in fact, it is one of the largest in the country. 

16.123. And are you as a large farmer satisfied with 
the tolls which are charged in the markets P — They 
have been abolished to a very large extent. There used 
to be excessive tolls, but they have been abolished. 

16.124. At the present time are they moderate ? — The 
charges upon pork are moderate, and the same remark 
applies to gram. In the case of the latter, il‘ it is sold 
at a merchant’s in the town, there ia no charge what- 
ever. 

16.125. Are you satisfied yourself ? — They are better 
than in. Portadown. 

16.126. Speaking generally of the markets, are you 
satisfied wi^ them P — ^There is no doubt that there is a 
great improvement in the shambles. 

16.127. But speaking generally, what is your opinion? 
— Well, I have not much experience of the others. 

16.128. With reference to the toll npon grass seed, 
when was that made ? — Quite a number of years ago. 

16.129. That was resisted by the people P — Yes, and I 
resisted it myself. 

16.130. Was it levied for any length of time P — ^It 
was not. 

16.131. It was resisted by the people of both the 
town and tihe country P — Yes, we were advised to 
resist it. 

16.132. On what ground P — I do not know, but they 
were never able to collect it. 

16.133. Do you remember the time when the toll 
upon oats was charged ? — Yes. 

16.134. When was it abolished P — A number of years 
since. 

16.135. Was it, in your opinion, detrimental to the 
interests of the markets of Armagh P — I should say 
it was. 

16.136. There were a number of markets held in the 
streets P — Yes, the flax market was principally held in 
the streets until the new place was made. 

16.137. When was that P — I remember the time, but 
I am not prepared to say exactly when it occurred. 

16.138. About how long ago was it P — About 15 years 
ago, perhaps. 

16.139. Are there any other markets held in the 
streets P — Yes. 
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16.140. Which P — Well, the market for live pigs was 
held in the street, but it has been changed to where it 
is now, and I consider that a great improvement. 

16.141. Where is it now P — In the square in front of 
the gaol. 

16.142. And you consider that an improvement, you 
say P— Tes. When in the street the thoroughfare was 
much obstructed, and it was in other ways a source of 
great inoonvenienoe. However, there is no room for 
any complaint of that kind now that it is hold in the 
square in front of the gaol. 

16.143. Is not that a portion of the street too P — Yes, 
hnt it is an improvem(mt to have it there, and I may 
add that the farmers are very much pleased with the 
change. 

16.144. The potato market is held in the street, is it 
not? — The place where it is held is called Market 
Street, bnt there is a kerbstone between the groimd 
upon which the market is held and the street. 

16.145. Bnt do not the potato carts sometimes extend 
into the street P — That is only when the market is an 
exceptionally large one. 


Ee-examined by Mr. Best. 

16.146. Have you any complaint to make about the 
management of the markets P — ^No. 

16.147. {Mr. Commissioner Slash.) Do you think it is 
desirable that cattle should he sold by live weight P — 
I. do not think it is either necessary or desirable that 
cattle should be sold by live weight in this part of the 
country. 

16.148. {Mr. Commissioner Black.) Why are yon of 
that opinion ? — There are so few cattle. 

(Mr. Gwrdv)ier.) And the grass does not fatten well. 

16.149. {Mr. Commissioner Black.) Then am I to take 
it, Mr. Knipe, that you think aelliugby live weight is 
desirable in the case of fat cattle P— ^es, if the dealers 
wished fat cattle weighed, then, in ray opinion, it would 
be desirable ; bnt, as I have said before, I have sold a 

E eat many cattle, and I have never yet been asked to 
ve them weighed. 


Thomas Qhiks examined by Mr. Best. 

16.150. How long have you been attending the 
markets in Armagh? — ^For, I think, about 35 years. 

16.151. 'Which of them have you been in the habit of 
attending P — Principally the oat market. 

16.152. On what days is it held P — Wednesdays and 
Saturdays. 

16.153. Do yon attend the pork market at all P — Yea, 
a little. 

16.154. Do you find the accommodation afforded by 
the markets ample for all purposes P — Yes, I think it is 
very good. 

16.155. Are you satisfiod with the toll upon pork P— 
Yes. 

_ 16,156. How it has been alleged that it was impos- 
sible for farmers to get up their carts and have their 
produce weighed quickly unless they greased the hands 
of the oarriera. In your long experience, did yon ever 
find that or anything like it to be the case P— Ho, I 
never saw anything of the sort. 

16.157. Ton never found it necessary to grease the 
hands of the carriers P — ^Ho. 

16.158. Do you know anything about the other 
markets P — Ho, not much. 

16.159. From your experience of the markets, are 
yon satisfied with tl o manner in which they are con- 
ducted? — Yes. 

16.160. At preBciu ? — Yes, more than ever I was 
before. 

16.161. Do you think the tolk are excessive or 
moderate P — In my opinion they are moderate. 

16.162. How often is the grass-seed market held? — 
Once a year. 

16.163. And are you satisfied by tbe accommodation 
afforded by it P — It is very good. 

I aS'OU. 


Cross-examined by Mr. GaUlAGHER. 

16.164. "What are the arrangements for the weighing 
of pork P — ^There are a number of aoalra. 

16.165. And have the toll committee any men there P 
— Yes, there is a man to help you. 

16.166. Are the piw taken out of the carts for the 
purpose of being weighed P — "Yes. 

16.167. Do you take your pigs out of tbe cart your- 
self P— Ho ; I have told you already there is a man 
there to help you. 

16.168. Is that man in the employment of the toll 
committee P — think so. 

16.169. How are there any rnnners on the pork 
market ? — Ho, not to my knowledge. 

16.170. Are you sure? — ^Well, I never saw any of 
them there. 

16.171. Did you ever see a woman assisting there P — 
Ho ; it was always a man I saw there. 

16.172. Do yon know a woman in town named 
Dawley ? — I never had much acquaintance with the 

S 'e there. It is not in my part of the town, and I 
t not be there for three months at a time. 


Wm. John Best, J.P., examined by Mr. Best. 

16.173. You are a member of the firm of James Best 
and Sons P — Yes, 

16.174. What business does the fiim follow P — They 
are com and fiour merchants and seed merchants. 

16.175. How long have you done business in Armagh P 
— For the last thirty years. 

16.176. During that time have yon attended the 
markets in Armagh P — Yes, I knew them for thirty 
years. 

16.177. I believe I am right in saying that you are a 
member of the toil committee P — Yea. 

16.178. To what extent Me you interestedP — J. am the 
proprietor of one share which produces for me the large 
income of 18s. a year. 

16.179. Do you visit the markets in your capaoily as 
a member of the toll committee to see that matters are 

E roperly arranged and oarried ont, and that the mar- 
ets are properly conducted P — Tes. 

16,180. Do yon remember the shambles market be- 
fore it was enlarged P — I do. 

16,181. In consequence of its not being sufifioient to 
accommodate the produce that was brought into it, Lb 
was enlarged by tbe toll committee P — ^Yes, we spent a 
large sum of 1,100Z., I think, in improving it. 

16,182. And in yonr opinion, does it now afford 
sufficient accommodation r — Except on the occasion of 
very large markets. 

16,183. How often would that be P — It might ocenr 
three or four times in the year. 

16,184. Then yon believe that for tbe ordinary de- 
mands of the market the accommodation is large 
enough P — Yes, it ia ample in every way. 

16,185. How many weighbridges are there P — ^Two. 

16,186. Are there stalls? — Yes, there were three 
new sheds erected. 

16,187. Is there also good store aocommodation F 

Tes. 

16,188. And is there also accommodation for paying 
farmers P — ^Tas, there are a number of officee in whioS 
payment takes place. 

16,189. How, before the market was enlarged did you 
take a portion of ground from the toll committee P — 
Yes ; Mr. MoCmm and T took a piece of ground from 
the toll committee which no one else would take, and 
many people come to the conclusion and expressed the 
opinion that we had made abad bargain, bntsnbsequeni 
events have proved that that was not the case. 

16,190. How how long did that piece of ground be 
upon your hands P — For about three years. 

16,191. Was no portion of it letP — ^Ho, and it looked 
very like a bad bargain, but it turned out very well. 

16,192. Has it been built upon P— Tes, and it proves 
a source of revenue to the town commissioners. It is 
now a credit to the town. 

E 
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16,193. Li ittruo ihat the toll committee made 6002. 
oat of it P — The toll committee derive 30Z. a year oat of 
it ; that ja ell they make oni of it that I kauw of. 

1 6.19- 1. le 302. a year ihe amoaat of the rent which 
Mr. MoOrnm and yoarself pay the toll committee for 
itP — Tea. 

16.195. Then the toll committee did not make 600L 
in ready money ont of that pece of gronnd P — They got 
302. a year rent, that is all. 

16.196. Does that 302. a yesrgo to the credit of the 
fimds of the toll committee P — Tes. Mr. McCmm and 
I pay it to the treoaorer of the toll committee. 

16.197. Well, now to come to speak of the markets 
themselves, do you attend the grass-seed markets P — 
Tes. 

16.198. You bny large quantities of grass seed, I 
suppose P—Tcs, we do. 

16.199. And you buy coru largely ? — ^Tes. 

16.200. To what extent P — From 1,500 to 2,000 tone 
every year. 

16.201. 17ow is the grass-seed market wcU-attendedP 
— Yee, it is one of the leading markets in the north of 
Ireland. 

16.202. Is there good accommodation in connexion 
with it P— Tes, very good. 

16.203. Is there any toll? — No, a farmer can have 
his prodace weighed if he likes. It is a purely optional 
matter with them, hot 1 should like to see everybody 
weighing. 

16.20- t. You mean in the market P — Yee, I think 
everybody should weigh there. 

16.205. I^eu I tivke it that farmers who sell to the 
merchants in their shops in town have nothing what- 
ever to pay f — That is bo, the produce is weighed in the 
merchant's shop and does not come to tiie market to be 
weighed so that there is no charge at all made upon 
it. 

16.206. Now with referenco to the oat market, is 
there any toll P — No, not now. 

16.207. Bnt there used to be a tall, T believe P — ^Yes, 
and it was u very objectionable one. 

16.208. About how long is it since that toll was done 
away with P — About seven years ago. 

16.209. Did yon take an interest in the efforts that 
wore made to get that toll abolis^d ? — ^Yea j I was of 
opinion that the charging of such a toll was the cause 
of doing the market a ^eat deal of barm, and therefore 
in the interest of both the town and the markets, I 
thought that it should be done away with. 

16.210. Yon know something about the wheat marketP 
— I do. 

16.211. Does much wheat come into it ?— Very little. 

16.212. Not as much sa formerly? — Not by any 
means. 

16.213. How is that P — "Well there is now only one 
flour mill where there used to be a dozen formerly. 

16.214. Now with reference to the flax market, is 
there as much business done there os there used to be ? 
—No. A number of the mills have been closed. 

16.215. And have no mills been started since to take 
there place P — No. Of course I am only speaking now 
of the larger mills. 

16.216. Is the accommodation in the flax market 
ample for the flax grown in the conntryP— Un- 
fortunately it Is. I remember the market from Prim- 
rose Hill to Poor School Lane toeing as full as possible. 

16.217. I believe yon are in the flax seed trade? 

Yes. 

16.218. The quantily sold is, I am told, very small P 
— ^That is BO. 

16.219. Now with reference to the cattle market, have 
yon attended it P — ^Yes, sometimes. 

16.220. Have yon ever known live cattle to be sold 
by weight in the market ? — I have not. 

16.221. Was there ever any representation made with 
view to having a weighbridge for the purpose of 

weighing live cattle f— No. There is a weighbridge iu 
the market and there is no objection to fixing it so that 
it may be made suitable for weighing live cattle if such 
a course is consider^ necessary, anything of that kind 
*fe will be ludy happy to do. 


16,222. Is it necessary ? — Wdl, I have never aocu ib 
done before in the market. 

16,228. But if it is necessary, yon ore prepared to do 
80 at ouce P — Ocrtainly. 

16,224. 1 believe yonbavosnidthnt the toll committee 
never bad any representation made to them to the 
efleoi that a woignbridge capable of weighmg live 
cattle was required P — No ; ana if it is wanted, it con bo 
carried ont, and any other improvement that may ho 
sn^ested as being necessary. 

16,22.5. Do yon know the live pig market ? — ^Tes. 

16.226. Did you tako an interest in having it i-emoved 
from its former position to where it is at present P — 
Tea, and it was a decided advantage to remove it from 
a position where it was a source of inconvonienoe and 
an obatmetiou to the tmfflc, to a position where there 
is ample room for it. 

16.227. And what is tho charge in this market ? — 
Twopence per cart. 

16.228. Is there any charge upon live pigs coming 
into tho inarkotP — No; Mi’. Pool said there was, but 
there is not. 

(Mr. Oardiner.) Yes; he said that there was a charge 
of 2d. 

(Mr. Seat.) Upon every live pig coming into the 
markoa 

(3fr. ffardxMi'.) Yes. 

(Mr. JPeel.) X did not. That is a total misreprosen- 
tatiou of my oridenco. 

16.229. (3fr. Best to TTiViiess.) Did yon ever know of 
2d. a pig being charged P — No, it was 2cZ. a cart. 

16.230. And bow many might a cart contain P — Oh, 
it would hold a dozen. 

16.231. And do you think that the farmers arc 
satisfied with thiiiM as they are now P — Yes. I believe, 
if yon took a poll of the country, 99 per cent, would 
say that they wore perfectly satisfied. Tliei’o was a 
timo when there was great dissatisfaction amongst 
them, aud I must admit that there was good cause for 
it, but I ara glad to say there is nothing of that kind 
now. 

16,2^2. Those things which wore then oomplainad of 
have been remedied P— Yes. 

16,233. And do you know if the farmers are satisfied 
with the tolls ns being moderate P— They arc. 


Cross-examined by Mr. GiLLASiTBa. 

16,284. How long have yon been a member of the 
toll committee?— I think for about seven or eight 
years. 

16,2^. Did you ever read this book containiug the 
provisions of the constitution of the committee P — I 
cannot say that I did read it all through. 

16.236. Do yon know its provisions ? — Not very wall. 

16.237. I believe you only posseas one share P — That 
is all. 

16.238. Do yon attend the general meetings of the 
committee P— I do. 

16.239. As a proprietor P — Yes. 

, 16,24-0. And do yon take part in tho proceedings at 
these meetings P — Yee, I do. 

16.241. And I believe you got 1 8s. a year P — ^Tes. 

16.242. Ton are a largo merchant in Armagh P — Yes. 

16.243. And before yon became a member of tho 
toll committee, I believe yon took an interest in tho 
Working of the markets P— Yes : I had every right to 

do BO. 

16.244. Your interests axe bound up in the weifaro 
and prosperity of the city of Armagh P— Certainly. 

16.245. And I suppose it is the sazno with the other 
members of your family P — Quite so. 

16.246. Did the foot of yonr becoming a member of 
the toll oommittce stimnlate iu any way yonr exertions 
in this respect P — It did. 

16.247. Were yon a member of the market com- 
mittee P — No, hut my father wm. 

16.248. Your father is, I believe, one of tho partners 

in tha firm of which yon are a member P He is, 
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16,249. There ■was, I believe, a considerable amount 
of good done at the time? — Yea; and money -was 
subscribed. 

16,2d0. What waa the principal object in view ? — Tho 
rcmot'al of the (lax raarlcet ; and also we endeavoured 
to put a stop to the practice of buying and selling at 
the mills. 

16.251. Do von consider that that piactice was 
prejudicial to tho market P — Certainly. 

16.252. Explain what you mean hy that? — Well, 
some buyers went to the mills and purchased whatever 
(luauticy they required, leaving tho remainder to go to 
the mukets. This acted most detrimentally upon other 
buyers who came to tho market in the ominary way. 

It was a gi'oat hardship upon them to find m the 
market only tho produoo which had not been bought at 
the mills, and, in my opinion, it had a very injurious 
ofleot upon the market. 

16.253. You tried to put on end to the buying at the 
uuUsP — ^Yes, and to induce both bnyers >md sellers to 
come to the market to transact their business. 

16.254. Yon considor that the practioo of buying at 
tho mills as injni'ioos to the msa-kets P — Yes. 

16.255. Do not yon know that that improvement 
which was carried out in the mai'kot was dono by 
people outside the toll coramitteo P — No, it was tho 
result of argnment and pressure fi-om inside the toll 
committee. 

16.256. From whom did the pre^ure come ? — come 
from a few mcmhei's of the toll committee. 

16.257. You were interested in bringing about tbe 
improvement refejTod to P — ’Yes, I always took an 
interest in anything wbicb had for its object tho im- 
provement of tho markets generally. For instflince, I 
subscribed towards tho fund got up for removing tho 
toil upon oats, and 1 also pushed them very hard with 
the object of bavlog the market extended. 

16.258. Did Mr. Qillcspie become a member of tho 
toll committee at tbe same time Ibat yon joined it P — 
No, he did not become a member for some time after I 
did. 

16.259. About how long ? — I think about two yeai-s. 

16.260. Was he a supporter of yours in the endeavours 
you made to bring about refoi’ras in the markots P — Yos, 
wc always polled together in any movemont which hod 
for its object the good of the markets. 

16.261. You were in opposition to the toll committee, 
were yon notP — As far as the toll upon oats was 
concerned 1 was. 

16.262. And yon considered &at the removal of that 
toll was an improvement to the market P — Yes. 

16.263. This place, which Mr*. MoCmm and you 
rented from the toll committee is beside the pork 
market, is it not ? — T es, at tbe bock of it 

16,26A And around the side of it P — ^Yes. 

16.265. Was that whei-c the old dep6t was? — Yes, 
and now there oi'o a number of fine houses upon it. 

16.266. Arc you aware that the town commissioners 
paid a rent to the toll oommittoc for itP — 1 do not 
know. 

16.267. Whon was it that you took tho land from tbe 
toll committee P — I cannot tell exactly. 

16.268. About how long ago was it P — i think it was 
about seven years ago. 

16.269. Were you at that time a member of the toll 
committee P — I was. 

16.270. And was Mr. McCrum also a del»ntnre 
holder ? — believe ho was. 

16.271. Was that jnst tho time when there was a 
propfjsal for the oonstruotion of a light railway P— I 
think we had taken ibe land before the projecst for the 
iwUway was on the curds at all 

16.272. Was the light railway project not even 
talked abont at that time P — It was not. 

16.273. Now, was there a proiwsal also to make a 
now road there P — Yes, an4 it was passed by the 
Presentment Sessions, but U was afterwards thrown 
out by tho grand jury. 

16.274. If the grand jury had approved of the work 
and if that road bad been made, would it not have run 
through your laord P — It would have run through one 
comer of it. 


16.275. Was tho street there made before the new 
road WM thought ofP — Yes. 

16.276. And if the proposed road had been modu, 
would it not have been a great iniprovomenc to your 
Btstiet ? — I do not know that it would be of any advan- 
tage to me, but it would certainly be a great aiSvontago 
to farmers. 

16.277. Now, would it not have been an advantage to 
you as well ?— No. 

16.278. Even indirectly P — 1 do not think so. 

16.279. Then, again, was there not a proposal to moke 
u now street through a lit4^Ie comer of your loud ; is 
not that so P — Yes. 

16.280. The street you have now would have formed 
a port of it, would it not ? — ^Tes. 

16.281. Would not the pressed road connect your 
street with another sbi-eet P— x os, and it would be a 
great advantage. 

16.282. Was it aftor that the proposal to make the 
light railway was started ? — Yes. 

16.283. And were you one of the promoters of tho 
proposed railway P— xes, and 1 hope it will soon bo 
mode. 

16.284. Well, personally, I maysaytbat I have not 
the slightest objection to yoni' hopes in that respect 
being realised, were you present at tiro last meeting of 
tbo debenture holders?— I believe I was. 

16.285. Wore you present when a resolotion was pro- 
posed having for its object tho establishment of a 
sinking fund P — 1 think so. 

16.286. For the purpose of carrying out their trusts P 
—Yea, and I think it would bo a very desirable thing 
if tbey had tbe money nccessaiy to do so. 

16.287. Now what was the credit balance at that 
meeting ?— 1 have no recollection os to the amo nTit of 
the balance. 

16.288. Was it not 3581. 19». P — I do not remember 
wbat it was, but the documents will show it at once if 
referred to. 

16.289. Well, you may take it that that is right that 

at the last meotmg you had a balance of 3581. 19s. P 

Yes, but we have to pay interest to the dobenture 
holders. 

16.290. Yes, I know that, but then yon bad tbo 
receipts from the tolls for that purpose. Now, is it not 
a fact that at tho last meeting of your debenture 
holders, although yon had a balance at your bankers of 
3581. 19s., yet Mr. McOrum could not find a seconder 
for his motion tu establish a sinMng fund, is not that 
BO P — I do not know. 

16,291-2. Did he find a seconder? — I do not 
he did. 

(ifr. Bui.) As a matter of fact, there is no doubt 
about it that Mr. McCrom’s motion was not secondod. 

16.293. Now, what is your opinion of this matter P 

As I have already told you you cannot do what is 
impossible. It would be a very desirable thing to 
establish a sinking fund if the mouoy was available, 
but you cannot luy out your money a mi have it as wclh 

16.294. Bat at your last meeting yon bad 3581. 
according to your own admission P — Yes, that is so. 

16.295. And a motion for the establishment of a 
sinking fund fell thi-ough P — It was not seconded. 

16.296. Well wo have that fact, and it will speak for 

itself. Now, have yon any objection to the manage- 
ment of. the markets being vested in another board? 

1 have every objection to the markets being handed 
over to tbe town commissioners. 

16.297. YThat is tho ground of your objection to tbe 
town commisaionors ? — I will tell you. &mo time (mo 
a meeting of the town oonimisaionurs was colled for mo 
purpoBO of Qonsidoriug tho vejy important subject of 
railway rates and ohuges, and ont of a board cod- 
sisting of 21 commissioners, only four considered it 
worth their whilo to put in an appearance, while the 
ohairman of the board was amongst the absentees. He 
did not think it necessary to any interest in a 
matter which vitally affects the prosperity of Armagh 
and of the whole of Ireland. 

16.298. Have you any, otoer objection P — Yea. 

16.299. What is itP — I object to their getting charge 
of Idle markets because of the way in which they keep 

E 2 
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the streets of the town. They are clean to-day for a 
wonder, hut they are generally "kept iu a very had state. 

(ifr. GaUaglier.) Becanso they have not got the 
money to do things in the way they would wish. 

16.300. (Ifr. Best.) There is one tjuestion which I 
forgot to put to the witness, and which I want to Mk 
him now, Mid that is, did the toll committee enbscribe 
anything towards the fund which was raised for the 
removal of the flax market? — ^Tes, lOZ. 

(2ifr. GaMagher.) Oh yea, they did give lOZ., that 
appears in a statement of the different amonnts 
enbscribed. 

Be-examination resamed. 

16.301. Were yon present at the last inquiry here by 
the Assistant Commissioner? — I was. 

16.302. Had you any witnesses here ? — There were a 
good many examined here yesterday and to-day. 

16.303. But I am referring to the former occasion 
when Mr. Commissioner Black sat here, were there any 
witnesses present upon that occasion P — No. 

16.304. Now, with reference to the amount of 350Z. 
which has been referred to, was that the amount in 
bonds at the end of October ? — Tes. 

16.305. Bnt bad not all the debentnre holders to be 
paid out of that P — ^Tes. 

16.306. And how much would that take? — Abont 

200Z. 

{Mr. Gallagher.) Tes, but tiiat is going upon the 
supposition that nothing would be made in the 
meantime. 

16.307. And I believe that the toll committee have 
also made an arrangement for putting np a new clock 
at the market house P — That is so. 

16,808. And do they not also give 62Z. towards certain 
flagging P —Yes. 

16.309. Outofthis350Z.P— Yes. 

16.310. That flagging was at Mr. Edwards’ property P 
— No, it was at the toll committees property. 

16.311. Close to itP — Mr. Edwards was getting 
flagging done separately. 

18.312. Was it for the markets this flagging was 
done P — Yes. 

16,813. Does it connect English Street with Edwards’ 
property ? — It does with this exception, that you have 
to cross the road. 

16.314. (3fr. Oowmiesianer Black.) You say there is 
no toll upon flax ? — No, there never was. 

16.315. And is there any other charge? No, the 

flax market was always fi^e. 

16.316. Are there any deductions made by the buyers ? 
— Tea, for storage. 


Joseph Sxoexs examined by Mr. Best. 

16.317. What are you P — A farmer. 

16.318. Where do yon live P — Near Armagh. 

16.319. Abont how far from the town ? — Two miles. 

16.320. How long have you been attending the 
markets in Armagh P — Oh for a veiy long time. 

16.321. Give us an idea of how long P— About 60 
years. 

16.322. And_, I suppose, after attending the markets 
for so long a time as that you are thorongWy acquainted 
with them, and the manner in which they are con- 
ducted P— Yes. 

16.323. Do yon know the pork market? Tes, very 

well. 

16.324. And what is yoor opinion of the accommoda- 
tion afforded by it? — I think the accommodation is 
very fine indeed. 

16.325. Do you think there is suffloient room for the 
produce brought into it P— All I can say is that I never 
saw any of it going away for want of room, 

16.326. Do you think the arrangements for weighing 
are good P — I should think so. 

16.327. You know that the toll is 4d. P— Yes, hut 
there ore other charges. 


16.328. Are those made by the buyers ? — Yes. 

16.329. But the toll committee have nothing to do 
with those charges P — No. 

16.330. Well, now, coufiaiug your attention solely 
to the charge made by the toll committee which you 
say is 4d., do you think that that charge is a moderate 
one, considering the accommodation they afford P— I 
do not think the toll is unreasonable, bnt I think the 
other charges are. 

16.331. You are now referring to the charges made 
by pork merchants ? — ^Yea. 

16.332. Yon think they charge too much ? — ^Yes. 

16.333. Have you ever experienced any difficulty in 
getting your pork weighed without, os has bean 
alleged, greasing the bands of the menP— Well, of 
course, there is a lot of bother, but I do not think it 
could be avoided. 

16,884. Now, with reference to the hay and straw 
market, is there good accommodation in it P — I think 
it is good. 

16,835. Is the accommodation in the grass-seed 
market good ? — ^Yes. 

16,336. And it is a well-managed market ? — I think 
it is. 

16, .387. Have you any complaint against the manner 
in which it is managed P — No. 

16.338. You are satisfied with it P — ^Yes. 

16.339. And with the pork market? — Yesj I am 
very well satisfied with it. 

16.340. In your opinion are the markets generally 
well conducted ? — Wdl, yea j the worst thing I see in 
connexion with the marlreta is the fruit market. 

16.341. And what is yonr complaint about it? — 
I consider that the toll is too high. 

16.342. What is the amount of the toll P — No matter 
whether you have much or little fruit the toll is the 
samel 

16.343. How much is that P — Pourpence. 

10.344. You consider that too much? — I do; for a 
man might only have one creel with him in his ooa't. 

16.345. I believe it is the custom for the fruit growers 
about Armagh to sell the produce of their orchards to 
English and Scotch buyers P — ^Yea. 

16,846. Wholesale? — Yea. 

16.347. And I suppose the result of that is that very 
little fruit is brought into the market for saleP — 
Thai is so. 

16.348. Do you know anything about the butter 
market ? — ^Yes. 

16.349. Is the accommodation ample P — ^1 think so. 

16.350. And you are satisBed with the way in which 
it is conducted P — ^Yes, iu fact, I may say that I am 
perfectly satisfied with the markets generally, my 
only exception to that being the toll in the fruit 
market. 

16.351. You consider it too high P — ^Tes, and I wish 
also to say that the charges iu the pork market are 
very high P — There is not a pig I bring into the market 
that does not cost me Is. 

16.352. But only 4i. of that is charged by tbe toil 
committee P — ^Tes. 

16.353. The remaining 8d. being put on by the 
buyers ? — That is so. 


Thompson Beowk examined by Mr. Best. 

16.354. You are a large farmer, I believe P — am. 

16.355. And yon are in the habit of attending the 
Armagh markets P — Yes. 

16.356. Which of thorn are you beat acquainted with P 
— I principally attend the grass-seed market and the 
pork market. 

16.357. Is there good accommodation in the pork 
market, in your opinion P — Yea, ample. 

16.358. Is it a good market ? — ^Yes, it has been 
greatly improved. 

16,859. And is it well attended by buyers? — ^Yes. 
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16.360. I fisk yon, as a fanner, in yonr opinion are 
ihe facilities and accommodation alTorded to the farmers 
satisfactory ?— Yes, it is very good. 

16.361. Is it well looked after by the members of the 
toll committee P — It is. 

10.362. And have yon any complaint to make with 
regard to the management of tho markets generally by 
the toll committee P — I have not. 

16.363. Then yon think the markets are well 
managed? — I do. 

16.364. Do yon think that the toll of 4d., which is 
obarged in the pork market, is excessive ? — Ko. 

16,366. You know the grass-aoed market P — Yes. 

16,366. And the oat market P — Yes. 

16,867. Are they well attended P — ^Yes. 

16.368. From what distance do tho people come to 
Armagh P — They come from long distances : some tlrom 
beside Monaghan. 

16.369. That is a long distance ?— Yes. 

16.370. And yon sa.y that yon are c^aite satisfied with 
the style in which the markets are managed by the 
toll committee ? — ^Yea. 

16.371. And have you heard any complaints amongst 
tho farmers P — ^No, not for a long time. 

16.372. Do yon know anything ahoot the other 
markets P — Ho, 1 do not know so much about the 
others. 

16.373. Yon know something about the cattle fair, 
I suppose P— Yes. 

18.374. In yonr opinion, is it necossai^ to have a 
weighbridge for weiring live cattle P — At some fatni'u 
date it may be necessary, but 1 do not think it is 
required at present. 

f* 16,375. Have yon over sold live cattle by weight P— 
No. 

16,876. Have you ever heard a wish expressed by 
those attending the market that cattle ^onld be sold 
by weight ? — Never. 

16.377. Wall then, generally, you are satisfied with 
the markets P — Yes, but 1 do not think that the potato 
market ehonld be held in the streets. Then there are 
two charges, and I think one would be enough. I think 
a man going into the market should par one charge 
going in, and that that should cover weigning. 

16.378. Bat if you do not weigh yon mre not charged 
for weighing? — That w so. 

18.379. Then weighing is not compnlsory? — No. it 
is not compulsory, but as a general role yon must weigh 
yonr produce if yon sell it. 

16.380. I believe yon kiww nothing about the dispute 
between the town commissiouei's and the toll committee P 
— Nothing whatever. 

16.381. Yon know nothing of it one way or other P — 
No. 


Fjukcis Towsa examined by Mr. Best. 

16.382. How long have you been in Armagh? — ^Por 
about 11 years. 

16.383. Do you know something about the markets P 
Yea. 

16.384. Do you know tho pork market? — Yery 
well. 

16.385. What is yonr opinion of the way in which it 
is managed by the toll committee? — I believe it is 
conducted very honestly, both, for the buyers and for 
sellers. 

16,886. Do yon make it a habit of going into the 
market? — Yea, generally. 

18.387. And do yon generally see members of the 
toll committee there looMng after the arrangemeuta P — 
Yes. 

16.388. Do yon know anything about the hay and 
straw market r— Yes. 

16.389. Is it well managed P—Yes. 

16.390. Is the accommodation in it good? — ^Yes, 
I thhilr BO, except when there is a very large market. 


16.391. Have you ever hoard imy eompladnt from 
those attending the markets os to tbo way in which 
they are managed by ihe toll committee? — No, as far 
ns I can see, everyone a])poarB to be very well 
satisfied. 

16.392. Do you think it would he advisable to take 
the management of the markets from the pi’esent toll 
committee, and hand it over to the town commissionera P 
—No. 

16.393. Do yon think that the toll committee conduct 
the markets as well, or even better, than the town 
commissioners conldP — I do not think the markets 
could be conducted in a better style thfm they are at 
present. 

16.394. Then yon would lot things remain ns they 
are P — Certainly. 


Cross-examined by Mr. Cm.iOUEH. 

16.395. Do yon think it right or desirable that any 
portion of the money derivable from the markets shonld 
go the use and benefit of any individuals? — I 
consider that the members of the toll committee having 
invested their money in this way have a right to some 
return. If the marlseis arc houded over to the town 
commissioners they will be compelled to borrow money 
to discharge theii- duties, onci the townspeople will 
have to pay for it. 

16.396. Bnc do you think it right that a uumbor of 
private iudividnalB should reap the benefit of uuy profit 
upon the workieg of tho markets? — I have already 
^d, and I repeat it, that having regard to the manuer 
in which the markets are being conducted ut present, 
the members of the toll committee have a right and 
are eutitled to some return for the money they have 
invested. 


JoEK McCnxBSH examined by Mr. Best. 

16.397. Do you reside in Armagh? — Yes. 

16.398. What part of itP — Mai'ket Street. 

16.399. 1 believe that is close by the bnUding in 
whioh we are sitting? — Yea. 

16.400. How long have yon lived there ? — Oh, for a 
very long time. 

16.401. How many years P — About 22 years. 

16.402. Yon are weU acquainted, 1 suppose, with 
the markets? — 1 am, especially with the one right 
opposite my honsa. 

16.403. WeU, speaking of that, will you tell ns how 
it is managed r — 1 have noticed a great improvement 
latterly. One very proper step was the taking away off 
the streets of the dealers who used to oause a gi'eat 
deal of conToaion by obstructieg the thoronghiare. 

16.404. The result has boon to leave more room for 
the general market P — Yea. 

16.405. Do yon also know tho hay and straw market ? 
— 1 do. 

16.406. What is year opinion as to the sufficienoy or 
otherwise of the accommodstCion P— At present it is 
ample, bat that was not tho case some years ago. 

16.407. Do you think the markets ore better in the 
hands of the toU cominittc-c thou they would be if they 
were vested in tho Town Cuinmismouers P — 1 do not 
think they could he in better bauds than in those of tho 
toll committee. 


Cross-examined by Mr. CxtLasEEo. 

16.408. Then I take it that yon do not wish to soo 
the management of the markets vested in an elective 
body P — 1 do not desire any change, because I am 
perfectly satisfied with things us they »e at present. 

16.409. Yon object to tho markets being transferred 
to tho Town CommissionerB ? — Yes. 

16.410. Why do you object f—Beoanse I do not see 
any neoeasity for a change. 

16.411. Bat what is the ground of yonr objeotiou w 
the Town Oommiasioners, U it a political one ? — No. 

16.412. Is it a personal ground P— No. 
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16,413. Now, sir, tell me what is the groond of your 
olijection P— Well, I object, because I am of opinion 
that the men who have chai'ge of the markets at present 
are doing their work yery well. 

16,41-4. They were not doing it some time ago ? — 
That is so, but they have greatly improved since 
then. 

16.415. Is it not a fact that some time ago the 
markets were looked upon as a disgrace to the town ? — 
Well, I conld not go the length of saying that. 

16.416. Were they good ? — They were not. 

16.417. Then were they bad; they mnst have been 
either one or the other P — ^They were bad, but, as I have 
already said, a great improyement has taken place 
since that was the case. 


Thoius ^‘Donald examined by Mr. Best. 

16.418. You are in the employment of the toll com- 
mittee ? — ^Tes. 

16.419. In Avhat capacity ?— As superintendent of the 
markets. 

16.420. How long have yon occupied that position ? — 
For the last six years. 

16.421. Then yon are intimately acquainted with the 
management of the markets ?— Tes. 

16.422. The markets are well attended, I believe ? — 
Yes. 

16.428. And the people come very long distances 
to attend them ? — Yea. 

16.424. Do the members of the toll committee give 
yon any assistance in the regulation of tho affairs of 
the markets ? — Yes, they visit all the different markete 
during the day. 

16.425. Is that for the purpose of seeing that every- 
thing is going on properly ? — ^Yes. 

16.426. Have you heard the farmers who attend the 
market expressing their satisfaction tvith the manner in 
which the markets are conducted P — Yes. 

16.427. Frequently? — Tra. 

16.-128. And you have never heard any complaints 
against the toll committee with rcfex'euce to the 
charges they make, or their manner of condneting 
the business of the market? — Ho. I have heard com- 
plaints about charges ma,de by the buyers, such as 
a reduction for damaged pork. 

10.429. Bnt I take it that that is a matter with which 
the toll committee have nothing whatever to doP — 
That is so. 

16,430- And you say you have never heard any com- 
plaint against Ae toll committee? — ^None whatever. 

16,431. In cases of ofi'ences against the market regu- 
latdons, what course do you generally toke ? — I genermly 
bring the parties before a magistrate, sometimes 
Mr. Best and sometimes Mr. Gillespie. 

16.4.32. Did you ever bear any complaint about the 
pork market ? — ^Ho. 

16.453. Or about the weighbridga being insufficient 
for the work it has to do P — No. We are always able 
to get through the stuff very quickly. We can weigh 
60ij pig^ before two o’clock. 

16.434. That is at the rate of 170 per hour P — ^Tos. 

16.435. How many porters have you to assist?— 
Five. 

16.436. Is it the case, as has been said, that it is 
almost impossible for a man to get bis stuff weighed 
without greasing tho hands of the porters? — I ^ve 
uover known an^hing about it. On one occasion one 
of the men wanted drink, and I told him that if any- 
thing of the kind occurred again he would be dismissed. 
That case is the only one of the kind that has ever 
come under my attention. 

16,457. Now with reference to the hay and straw 
market, what kind of accommodation is tiere in itP — 
Very good accommodation indeed. 

16.438. And is there ample shedding? — ^Tes, and we 
let the offices to the buyers for the purpose of paying 
the farmers, and transacting their other business. 

16.439. That is intended, I suppose, as an indnee- 
ment to buyers to attend the market ? — ^Tes. 


16.440. You know the butter mai'ketP — ^Yos. 

16.441. I believe there is also ample shed and other 
accommodation there P — ^Yea. 

16.442. In fact, in your opinion, is the accommoda- 
tion in the different markets sufficient for all the 
requirements of the case ? — Quite. 


Oi-oss-examined by Mr. Gallashbb. 

16.443. Did you ever hear any complaint about in- 
accuracy in weighing produce p — Yes. 

16.444. Do you know whether there was anything of 
the kind? — ^No. 

16.445. Do you know a man named Lester P — 
Tes. 

16.446. And do you remember being 1 cwt. 3 qra. 
wrong in weigblng a certain commodity for him on one 
occasion ?— I do not. 

16.447. Ton do not remember it ? — No. 

16.448. Might such a thing have oconired without 
your rememb^ing it P — I do not believe it did. 

16.449. How often are the weighbridges tested P — T 
test them very often. 

16.450. But tell us bow often? — Six times every 
year. 

16.451. How is that testing done? — Wc get the 
wei^ts tested twice a year, and then I test the bridge 
with them. 

16.452. How much have you ever found them in- 
aconi-ate P — Never, to any serious extent. 

1 6.453. But how about this 1 cwt. 3 qr-a. ? — I'bat mnst 
be an error. The bridge conld not possibly be inaccurate 
to such an extent. 

16.454. Who does the weighing? — It is a man who 
has charge in the hay market, and Mrs. Stevenson has 
charge in the gaol square. 

16.455. Who does the weighing for her P — It is her 
danghter-in-law, a very mtelligent person. 

16.456. The potato market, I believe, is held in the 
streets ? — Yes. 

16.457. Beside the Provincial Bank ? — ^Ycs. 


lie-examined by Mr. Best. 

16.458. You know the live pig market? — Tes. 

16.459. Is there any necessiiy to have a weighbridge 
there P— Certainly not. 

16.460. What is your reason for saying that ? — Well, 
there are veiy few live pigs sold, and any that ore sold 
are not weighed. 


Samuel Gahiuker examined by Mr. Best. 

16.461. 1 believe you assist your father, who is secre- 
tary to the toll committee P — ^Yes. 

16.462. lu the management of tho markets P — 
Tea. 

16.463. You know the markets very well ? — Yos, I 
have attended them regularly for several yeara. 

16.464. I believe some membei's of the toll committee 
go i-onnd the market every day ? — Yes, Mr. Riggs, 
Mr. Best, and. Mr. M'ClcUand. 

16.465. And you go round with themP — That is 

BO. 

16.466. For the purpose of seeing that everything is 
properly arranged? — Tes. 

16.467. In your opinion are the markets well con- 
ducted P — I believe they are. 

16.468. Is there ample accommodation for every one 
attending the markets ? — Certainly. 

16.469. Have you ever heard the farmers make any 
complaints against the way in which the markets are 
conducted? — No, on the contrary,..! have heiurd 
them express great satisfaction at |che entire manage- 
ment. 
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16,470- Now with reference to this memorial, have 
you taken the trouble to disoovor whether those who 
hare signed it are ratcpayera ?— Tea 

16.471. And what is tho result F — I find that a num- 
ber of the people whoso nxunos are appended to it arc 
not rated 

16.472. How many P — 14 or 15. 


CroBs-oxnmined by Sir. GaLuonsa. 

16,473. Hid yon tako the ti'oublc to nsceiiaiu if these 
people are householders in Armagh ? — No, I did not. 
1 found that they do not appear in the r ate book, which 
was oil tliat I wanted. 

(Afr. Beat.) Now, Mr. Oommieaioncr, that is all the 
evidence I have to produce, and I beg to close tlie case 
on behalf of the toll comniittoe. 

(Mr. OaUaqhor.} Mr. OominiBsionor, in opening the 
case on behalf of the town commissioners of the city of 
Armagh, 1 have very little indeed to odd to what has 
already been so well said by onr witnesses before yon, 
and to wbat was so well said by our Town Clerk, 
Mr. Pell, before the Chief Commissioners at their 
sitting in Belfast. It appear^ to me that the gravameu 
of the charge against the toll committee is that they 
have been gnilty of a breach of trust, that they have 
not applied the moneys which they have received from 
the markets of Armagh to the only purposes to which 
they could rightly apply them. Therefore we contend 
that in the way 1 have mentioned the members of the 
toll committeo have failed to carry out the trusts of 
their trust deed. When notice was given that this 
inquiry wne about to be held, my cHcnts naturally 
expected that the toll committee were about to give 
some explanation which they had not previously given 
to show you that they had done tlieii- duty, hot now 
the inquiry has taken place — the ovidenoe for the toll 
committee — and I confidently assort that no evidence 
has been given hero by the toll committee to rebut 
the case wbioh wc hare made against them, that they 
have failed to |woper!y discharge their trust. What 
has been complained of by tlie town oommissionera is 
that the toll ooiumittee have not discharged that trust 
which provided that the money received from the tolls 
shall be expended in certain ways, the first of those 
ways being the payment of the coats and expenses 
incidental to the collection of the tolls and their 
monagomont. Other waya are also mentioned in 
which the mnney is to be expended, one of them being 
the establishment of a sinking f^d, and then the trust 
deed provides that any monies which the toll com- 
mittee receive over and above what is necessary for 
the performnnea of the tmsts I have mentioned shall 
he expended for the improvement of the city of 
Armagh and the market place thereof. Now the 
question which then orisoa, Mr. Gommissiorcr, is, has 
that been done, and tho evidence which has been placed 
before yon will supply tbo auswer. You iuive heard, 
sir, how they have carried out that portion of their 
trust with regard to the ostablisbment of a sinking 
fund. You have heard of the way in which new 
debentures have been issued, aud also of the way in 
which their original indebtedness has been increased. 
Their trunt deed provides that any snrplns shall be 
expended for the improvement aud benefit of the city 
of Armagh and tho fairs and market places thereof^, 
but instead of tliat I contend that the committae have 
expended in a way entirely foreign to the intention of 
their trust deed a sum more than sufficient to wipe out 
their debt. A sum of 1,9002. has been expended by tho 
comniittoe, one-half being upon the Mall as a place of 
amusement and recreation, and the other half upon the 
Tontine Booms as a place for pnblio meetings. You 
therefore have it that the toll committeo ainoe the vear 
1825, instead of disoharging their trast, instead of 
mtablishing a sinking fund, and instead of endeavour- 
ing to decrease their indebtedness, have failed to 
Mteblish a sinking fond, and ^ve increased then- 
indebtedness by a very substantial amount. Amd 
further, tho town commissioncra, who mre the body 
elected by the ratepayers to take charge of the atfairs 
of the dty, wish to remind you that this large sum of 
7002. a year, which has been at tho disposal of the toll 
committee, would, if it had been in the hands of the 
tewn_ commisaioners, have materially asaiated them in 
the improvement of the oity. The Town Commia- 
aiouers are of opinion, air, that they are the proper 
authority to have charge of tho toll, hut then we have 


received this extraordinary answer from tho membera 
of the toll committee, that they would be quite willing 
to hand over tho tolls to a properly elected body of 
town commissioiiora. Now I must coufess that wo 
really do not know what tho toll committee are pleased 
te mean when they talk about a properly elected body 
of town commisaioners. My clients arc tho boai-d of 
town ctimmifisionerB for the oi^ of Armagh, and they 
have been elected to that podtiou sti-ictly in accord- 
ance with tho requirements of the Act of Paa-liament 
referring to such mattei-a. Under that Act of Par- 
liament the mombera of tbc board are elected for a 
period of throe years, and at the end of that time they 
retire, _ when if they have not discharged the trusts 
attaching to tho position to tbc satisfaction of the i-ntc* 
payers, it is iu the power of tho latter to decline to olect 
them, to get rid of them, and to select other gentlemen 
to represent thorn, and to manage the atlhira of the 
town. If, theruforo, the tenvn commiasioiiors of 
Armagh do not constitute in tho correct meaning of 
the toi-m a proi»rly elected body of town commis- 
sioners, I fail to appreciate the meaning of the words. 
Here is a sum of 7U0/., which tho town commissioners 
contend aliould be within bonds for the benefit aud 
improvement of tho city, aud in order to show the 
opmion of tho inhabitants npon the subject, I will pub 
in a memorial winch wus presented to the town com- 
missioners in tho year ]fe2, praying that aomething 
should be done for mo purpa-ie of vesting tbc manage- 
ment of tho tolls in tho town commissioners with a 
view to securing that the profits arising from the 
working of tbs markets should be ajmlicd for the 
improvement aud benefit of the city, l^at memorial 
is signed by tho firm of Messrs. J. and B. Gillespie, nud 
one of tbo firm ia now a member of the toll committee, 
aud was examinod before yon upon the Inst day. In 
the year 1882, that memorial was signed on his bchnlf, 
and mi bolmtf of hia firm, and I also sec the name of 
Mr. Wni. Bright, who upon the oconsion of your 
former sitting in Armagh was examined against the 
desirability of tbo tolls being vested in the town com- 
missioners. That memorial which I will put in ia of au 
extensive character, bcuig sigued both numerously and 
infiuentiahy, expressiug the opiiiioiis aud feelings upon 
tbo subject of the inlmhitants of tho town. Thou with 
regard to tho sabjoct of the catablisbineut of a sinking 
fond, you have heard it stated in evidence that at the 
meeting of tbo debenture holders which has already 
been i-cferred to, a motion was brought forward having 
for its object the establishment of such a fnnd, but the 
gentleman who proposed it could not find anyone 
willing to second his resolution, wbioh will show yon 
whether or not there ia a desire to discharge the jiro- 
vision of the trust deed in this respect npon the part of 
the toll committee. It Las been said by a member of 
tbo toll committee that he would consider it u very 
desirable thing to establish such a fond if they had the 
money to set apart for such a purpose, bnt yon, sir, 
will remember that I elicited that at the meeting in 
questiou the toll committee bad tu their credit a 
halauco of 3582. 19«. That proposal fell through for 
want of a aecouder, aud I repeat that from that fact you 
can judge by the intention or otherwise of the toll 
ouiuTuittee to diioharge their trusts in this respects. 
In this matter, and also in the matter- of the issue of 
now debentures, wo cuntend that the toll committeo 
have failed to discharge theu- trusts ■, and then there is 
aixothor matter to which 1 wish to refer, aud that is the 
fact that tlio toll committeo have spent tbo vei-y largo 
sum of 3022. upou law costs, but that matter has boon 
dealt with far better than I could have hoped to have 
done it. Mr. Peel is solicitor to the town oommia- 
sioners, and understood the i|ueation much| better 
than I did. He is unfortouatoly absent to-day, and I 
have endeavoured to discharge my duty in this respect 
as well os I possibly could under the circmustaucca. 
There are, however, other matters which call for atten- 
tion at my hands. We have heai-d a good deal al^ut 
the impruvemenc of the markets. Well, we admit that 
6bo markets have been very much improved, and X 
f-.hink that we had a good piece of evidence from ono of 
the witnesses, I do not remember bis name, who said 
that np to recently the markets wore in such a bud 
state that, they were really a digraca to the city, but 
that they had been much improved of late. But it 
sboold not 1>e furgotton that tfioeo improvemsnta wore 
the TOBult of the action of gentlemen entirely uncon- 
neoted with the toll committee, men who bad a stake 
in the city, aud whose interests were bound up with 
the success and prosperity of the city. Some of the^o 
improvements were carried to a successfol isgua 
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eotirely by valnutary effort and Toluntaiy exertion, jiie 
toll committee giving no assistance whatever to bring 
ftbont the resnlte, the benefits of which are now so 
mncb felt and appreciated. The town commisaionerB 
felt very strongly that they, us the representatives of 
the ratepayers of the city, should havo the manage- 
meut of the toils in their hands. They had control 
of the attairs of the city, and they felt that it 
was their duty and their right also to have control 
of the markets. The town commissionera were 
the merchants and traders of the city, they were 
intimately acquainted with the wants and the feel- 
ings of the people, and they were of opinion that it 
would conduce to the best interest of the markets and 
of the whole city to have the management of the tolls 
of Armagh vested in their body. The feeling in 
Armagh, as well as in every other place, is that the 
contrm of the markets should be vested in the govern- 
ing and representative body of the city. The intention, 
so far baCK as 1825, was that the markets should bo 
managed for the benefit of the city, and I think you, 
Mr. Commissioner, will be eonviiicod when this inquiry 
bos concluded that that intention has not by any means 
been realised, and that the trusts contained in the 
trust deed of the toll committee have not been carried 
out. If the town commissioners had at their disposal 
the profits arising from the tolls, the remit would be 
u great improvement not only in the markets but in 
the city generally. I do not think that I have any 
further remarks, and I will, therefore, conclude, and 
will call upon the town clerk to give evidence. 


Thqs. G. Pbbl examined by Mr. GaiLiotim. 

16.474. Ton are clerk to the Town Oommissioners of 
Armagh P— Yes. 

16.475. And 1 believe yon have been examiued twice 
before P— Yes. 

16 476. Once, I believe, in Armagh before Mr. Com- 
missioner Black, and once before the Chief Commis- 
sioners at their sitting in BelfastP — Yes. And with re- 
gard to my appearance before the Chief Commissioners 
in Belfast! would like to make a few remarks by way 
of explanation. I wish to say that in going to Belfast 
I bad not the slightest desire to go behind the book of 
the toll committee, but merely went there becanse I 
heard that the toll committee also intended to appear 
before the Boyal CommiseionerB. 1 was desirous of 
making that explanation in order that my going to 
Belfast might not be misunderstood. 

16.477. "Well, now Mr. Peel, having made your ex- 
planation, I wish to know if you now approve every 
thing yon said previously P— Certainly, every single 
word! I affirm everything I said, both here and in 
Belfast, which I believe to be strictly true. 

16.478. How long have you occupied the position of 
town elorkP — ^Abont 10 years. 

16.479. And bow long were you a town commis- 
sioner previous to that ? — ^For 18 years. 

16.480. Daring that time you have taken an interost 
in the fairs and markets of Armagh P — ^Yes. 

16.481. Do you remember the time that the cattle 
market became extinctP— Yea, and also the hiring fair. 

16.482. You remember the re-establislment of the 
cattle fair?— Yes, it was re-opened, and was held on 
the first Thursday of each month. 

16.483. It was extinct previous to 1855, I believe P 
— ^Yes. I never remember it previous to that. 

16.484. Was the initiative in the revival taken by 
^rsous not connected with the toll committee P — 
les, with the exception of Mr. Biggs, who held two 
debentures. 

16.485. Then be and a number of other gentlemen 
TOlnntarily took up the work of reviving the fairs in 
Armagh ?— Tea. 

16.486. And those efforts were successful P — ^Yea, the 
fairs were re-established. 

16.487. Spe^dng of the markets genemlly some time 
ago, what was their character P — They were not at all 
suited to the requirements of the place. ' 

16,468. But I believe they have been improved 
lately ?— Ob, yee, we do not dispute for a moment that 
the markets have been improved. We never diluted 
that there were excellent markets at the shwbles. 


16.489. Is the accommodation in the flax market 
sufficient P — ^Yes, the flax market is good enough, but 
there is this drawback, that on wet days the flax get 
wet. 

16.490. For wont of proper sholtet P — Yos. 

16.491. Do you think that there is proper suporvision 
over the markois P — I bolievo there is a want of super- 
vidion in the fiax market. 

16.492. Do yon think it would improve matters if 
there woe a proper officer appointed to have complete 
charge of and saperintondcnce over the markets P — 
Yes. I think there should bo a permanent official of 
that sort in each place, and not running about all over 
the markets like Mr. M'Donald, Mr. Gardiner, and 
Mr. Biggs. At the same time I wish to say that 
Mr. M'Donald is a very effioieut man, but if there was 
a permaueut official in each market a much more satis- 
factory state of things would bo the result. 

16.493. The potato market is held in the street, I 
believo P — Yea. 

16.494. Are there any other markets held in the 
street P — Yos. the fowl market, a great deal of it is held 
in the street. 

16.495. Am I right in saying that the toll committee 
have been endeavonring to assort a claim to a portion 
of the street which is under the care of the town com- 
missioners, and to which they have no right whatever P 
— That is BO. They have oommonoed to clean a certain 
portion with a view to assorting a right to it, but I 
have done little Jobs in order to prevent these gentle- 
men getting pOBscaaion of it by custom. 

16.496. Now, with reference to the market which 
was established in 1830, how was that established P — 
It was inaugurated under the auspices of the town 
oommissionezu. 

16.497. Abont that time woe there a movement set 
npon foot with the otyeotof having the marketa im- 
proved P — Yes. 

16.498. And was it taken up warmly P — ^Yes, a meet- 
ing was colled, and the market oommittee was formed. 

16.499. Was anything else done P — ^Tea, a resolution 
was adopted that certain members of the town com- 
miasioners should wait upon the toll committee with 
the object of having the markets improved. 

16.500. Was that deputation appointed P — Yes. 

16.501. Oomposed of members of the town commis- 
sioners P — ^Yes. 

16.502. Did that depntation wait upon the members 
of the toll committee? — Yes. 

16,603. They took no steps, I believe ? — ^No. and there 
wore no practical results except that they gave us a 
subscription of lOL 

16.504. The toll oommittee gave yon that money ?— 
Tea. 

16.505. Towards the fund for the establishment of a 
flax market ? — ^Yes. 

16.506. What did that fund amount to P — 3002. 

16.507. But beyond giving yon that sum of 102., they 
gave you no practicol support. I believe P— No. 

16,608. There we may take it that anything that was 
n^mplished was entirely the result of voluntary 

16.509. Did that stimulate the markets P — ^Toa, and 
1 think it also stimnlated the toll committee to a 
oertaiu extent. 

16.510. Ton think it rave them now life ? Yes, and 

one of the members m the marketa committee was 
absorbed by the toll committee. 

16.511. Well, do you think that the resnlt wns to 
improve the markets generally P — ^Yes, the toll com- 
mittee were to a certain extent wakened np, and the 
markets commenced to show some improvement. 

16.512. Do you think it would bo an advantage and 
a benefit to the msirkets if the tolls were vested in. the 
town commisaionerB P — Moat undoubtedly I do. 

16.513. And the city a-s wellP — Oertainly. 

16.514. You express that opinion entirely irrespective 
of politics ?— In giving expression to that opinion I am 
gomg against my own politics. 
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16.515. Then yon are not aTexse to a mixed board of 
commissioners being elected by the people P — No, I am 
not, and in fact I have from the very first been in favour 
of a mixed board. I3i the year 18&, on the occasion of 
the dispute dn the old board of town commisaionera, 
I was of the same opinion. 

16.516. Ton "wore in favour of the Town Imprjvo- 
ment ActP — Yes, and am still; and I am iu favour of 
lowering the franchise, but not bringing it down too 
low. 

16.517. Are you in favour of a 41. franchise?— -Tes. 
and I would oven go so far as to advocate a 31. one, bat 
it sbonld be irrespective of politics, becauso I believe 
that to bo against tho best interests of the town. 

16.518. Anti yon say that in yonr opinion the town 
commissioners arc tho proper parties to have charge 
of the tolls P — Yes. 

16.519. ^Vhat is the amount of the rate levied by the 
town commissitmers — llic Iwrongh mtc? — It realises 
a sum of 8007. 

16.520. That is for borough piuposes? — Tes, lighting, 
watching, and cleansing, and other purposes. 

16.521. Isthatamonnt sufficient for the purpose? — 
No, it is not near sufficient, for-the town is a largo one, 
and we could do a groat deal more than we are able to 
do at present if we bad the money. If we had charge 
of tho markets, and had in our hands the profits arising 
from them, we would bavo command of a sum of 
money which would relieve the rates and enable the 
commissionei's or the representatives of the town to 
carry out many improvomeirta in the city. 

16.522. Have the moinbers of the toll committee ever 
assisted the town commissioners in any way in their 
efforts to improve the city ? — ^Never. T&ey never 
would help any movement which was not for their own 
exclusive benefit. 

16.523. Yon are aware that efforts have been made 
to get tho tolls transfeiTcd from the present toll com- 
mittee to tho town commissionorsP — Tea, from time 
to time efforts were made to get the town commis- 
sioners to make a movement iu that direction. 

16.52-1. Is that the object of that memorial ?- - Yes. 

16.525. Is it nnmeronsly signedP — ^Toa; and it is a 
memorial representative of all classes of society in tho 
city. 

16.526. I believe that memorial wus presented to you 
for the purpose of having it laid before the town com- 
missioners r — Yes. 

16,627. That memorial asked that the town coin- 
missioners should take steps to have the tolls transferred 
from the toll committee to themsolvcsP — Yes. 

16.528. On tho gronud that tho change would be 
for the benefit and advantage of tho town ? — ^Yes. 

16.529. Does tho holding of markets in streets 
increase tho expenses of your board? — Yes. Where 
the markets arc held in streets wo have to clear them, 
and that entails an additional expense on the rates. 

16.530. Do you think that means for weighing live 
cattle should bo afforded iu the market ? — Yes. 

16.531. And is there anything of that sort in itP — 
No ; there is a weighbridge, but it is not suitable for 
the purpose. 

16,5.32. {Mr. Bu/gs.) It wants veiy little to make it 
suitable. A couplo of pounds would do all that is 
required. 

16,533. Ton think a weighbridge for weighing live 
cattle is required P — ^Tes; and to show tbe importance 
of the matter I will read an extract from the “Irish 
“ Farmers Gazette ” upon the subject, which is as 
follows t — ‘ ‘ An English farmer possessed a weighbridge 
“ of his own, and he challenged nine of his neighbours, 
“ all experienced graziers (who had been assured time 
“ after time by tho butchers that they were excellent 
“ 30(^68 of the value of fat bnllocfe) to estimate the 
“weight and value of four ripened beasts against 
“ scale beam. Tho result was that the average guetLS 
" of tho nine men fell nearly 2 owt., or 224 lbs., 
“ below the actual weight of tbe beasts as revealed by 
“ the scales, which at the prevailing price would have 
*• meant a lass to the seller of nearly 77. a head on tbe 
“ four head.” Here is another extract dealing with 
the same subject. “ Again, in an experiment made by 
“ Mr. Wettley Richards, as shown in a paper read by 
“ him before the London Farmers Olnb on the last 
t 6979G, 


“ Monday in April 1889, it was shown that upon an 
“ average for 27 head tbe scale showed 42 Iba. each 
“ gain, which at 7d. per Hi. would be 17. 12s. each over 
" the estimated valiio.” Now these two extracts go to 
show the great importance of weighing live cattle in 
order to ascertain their actual weight and value. I 
copied them from the papers, hut as I thought there 
might he some question about their authenticity, I 
have copies of the papers with me, so that Mr. Best 
can see them if he wishes to do so. 

16,534. Now with reference to that meeting which 
was called by the chairman of the town commissionera 
with refei-euco to the railway rates and charges, that 
meeting was called by the chairman, I believe, as a 
matter of courtesy?— Yes. 

16,635. A requisition was presented to tho chairman 
in the usual way P— Yes. 

16.536. And the meeting was called iu pursuance of 
that requisition P — ^Quite so. 

16.537. Did you send out a circular to attend tte 
meeting ? —Yea, but not officially. 


Oross-examiued by Mi'. Best. 

16.538. You say that you appeared before the Royal 
('ommiasionoTB iu Belfast because you heard that the 
toll committee were going to do so P — Quite so. 

16.539. Now who was it told you that were going fo 
appear before the Royal Oommissionorsf — I do noi 
think T am at liberty to tell you. 

16,340. Oh, but you must tell me ; who was it? — I 
will not tell yon without his permission. 

16.541. Well, upon behalf of tho toll committee I 
deny it ? — Very well, I know you would. 

16.542. Did you state before the Royal Coinmis- 
aionei'S that the toll committee could not get anyone 
to come forward to give evidence on their behalf? — 
Yos, except one geutieman. 

16.543. Did you hear Mr. Gardiner say that we had 
witnesses in attendance ready to give evidence ? — They 
must have been imaginary witnesses- 

16,544 Now do yon still stick to that statement P — 
I do. I say that there were no witnesses there, that 
is that there were no persona in the room as witnesses 
to give evidence. 

16.545. Yon say again, that you know that was 
tme P — Yes. There was no appearance of any person 
to give evidence. 

16.546. Did yon see John Hughes? — 1 do not re- 
member if ho was there. 

16.547. Did yon see Wm. Addey P — I do not re- 
member. 

16.548. And you adhere to the statement that we 
had 110 witnesses present ? — Yea. 

16, -549. Now with regard to the hiring fair, where is 
it held P — At the shambles. 

16.550. On the public street ? — Yes, because there is 
no other place provided by the toll committee for it. 

16.551. Do you knovT any other town where the 
hiring fair is held anywhere else except on the street ? 
— I do not know, I cannot speak of the rest of Ireland . 

16.552. You say that von think that there onght to 
be a man like M‘Douald, in every market in town P — 
Yes. 

16.553. But in order to get that you would have to 
increase the wages ? — Not at all. You could got men 
for 2s. 6(2. 

16.554. Not men like M'Donald P — Quite as good. 

16,565. With reference to this bridge for weighing 

live cattle, yon think that is necessary r — Y'es. 

16.556. Have you heard tho evidence of Mr. Sherry P 
— Yes. 

16.557. And of Mr. Thoa. Knipe P — Yes. 

16.558. And of Mr. Wm. Simpson P — Yes. 

16.559. Did you hear these experienced men say that 
a bridge was not necessary ? — ^Tes. 

16.560. And yet you now say it is ? — Yea. 

16,661. Do you know Portadown fail' ? — Yes,. 

10,562. You want cattle sold by weight? — ^Yes. 

F 
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16.563. I Ijeliers you are not a rery lai’ge farmer 
yonrself ? — Ko, not very large. 

16.564. Eotr much do you farm ? — TVenty acres. 

16.565. That is not much? — So, it is not; but I 
hare a gi-eat deal of experience of farming matters. 

16,.566. Ton say you think the tolls should bo traus- 
ferr^ from the toll committeo to the town commis- 
sioners ? — Tes. 

16.567. WhyP — ^Because I think the toll committeo 
are the ^iroper persons to hare charge of such matters. 

16.568. Is not the toll committee composed of the 
same class of gentlemen as the toinr commissioners P 
— Yes. 

16.569. And ret you think the tolls should be taken 
from the cue Tjody and handed over to the other P — 
Yos. I think the governing body is the proper one to 
have chai’ge of such matters to manage them ou behalf 
of the ratejKiyers whom they represent. 


Jons Beooks examined by Mr. Gallagheb. 

16. . 570. Bid you go ai-ound the householders foi' the 
pui-])ose of getting that memorial sigiied ?— Yes, I 
went to a number of them. 

16,671. IVhat time did it take you to get the signa- 
tui-es that yon obtained ? — I did it all in the one day. 

16.572. Yon were aware that it had to bo done in a 
hurry ? — Yes. 

16.573. And you managed it all iii one day P — Yes. 

16.574. I suppose yon wore present hove when a 
number of people were brought up to give evidence 
denying these signatores ? — ^Yes. 

16.575. Did you call upon Wm. Brawlcy P — Tes. 

16,576- Ajid did he sign it ? — No, he did not, but ho 

told his adfe to sign it for him, and she did so. 

16.577. Here is the name of Thomas M’Creesh, who 
signed in that case P — ^His wife. 

16.578. George Sherry, did you go to his house ? — 
Tes. 

16.579. Who did you find there ? — Mrs. Sherry and 
the son. 

16.580. Now was the memorial explained to the wife 
and son of this man. ? — Yes. 

16.581 . And they fully agreed with it ? — ^Yea. 

16.582. "mio signed it ? — The sou. 

16,5>8S. Now, in the case of John Sherry, who signed 
it ? — The wife. 

16,584. Do yon remember calling on Thomas Dolan P 
— I did not call on him. 

16,58.5. Did you call on a mau named Foster f — ^No. 

16. . 586. Did you call ou Charles O’Neill P — Yes. 

16.587. Did he sign it ? — Yes, in his own house. 

16.588. Did he road the memorial ? — No, I explained 
it to him, and he said it was just the thing we wanted. 

16.589. Did you tell him that the object of the 
memorial was to get the tolls tninsfeixed from the toll 
committee to the town commissioners P — Yes. 

16.590. -And he approved of it P — ^Yes. 

16. . 591. Were those all you called upon ? — Yes. 

16,592. Ton say that Mrs. Sherry signed it? — ^Yes. 
16,-593. Dill you call upon Patrick Gnrbery ? — Tes. 
16.594. Did he sign it ? — No, but the wife signed it. 
16,495. Did you call upon a man named Cooke P — 

Yes. 

1(1,596. Did be sign the memorial ?— No. 

16,597. Did you speak to him about it?— Yes. 

16,-59S. Where ?- 1 met him in the street-. 
lti..59Q. How long is that ago ?— Not long ago. 

1 6,6u0. Was it j-on that saw Patrick Mallon ? — Ych. 
16,6C'l. Who signed it p— ^[allon’a sister. 
ln,6lK. Did you call upon Thomas Pahy ?— Yes, and 
I saw the wife, but she laid he was not at home. 

18,603 How long were you out altogether getting 
these signatores '•> -Ahont four hoars. 

16.604. And you got all these namefs iu that time ? — 
res. 

16.605. How often did you read it ? — Not very o^'t^n 


16.606. Did they ask yon what it was about P— Yes. 

16.607. Did yon go to any who refused to sign it? — 
Not one. 


Geobob H. Lester examined by Mr. Gallagheb. 


16,608. I believe you live about six miles from 
Arms^h ? 

16,009. And yon attend the markets in Armagh ?— 
Yes, iu fact, it is the only market which 1 attend. 

16.610. Then you are well acquainted with tho • 
management of the markets P — Yea. 

16.611. What is your opinion of it? — I think it is 
very fair indeed. 

16.612. Do you know tho flax market? — Yes. 

16.613. Have you any ccimplaiiit to make with regard 
to it ? — I have bcou boycotted in it. 


16,614. Was that by the buyers?— Yes, at least 
I believe I was. Howevei-, I will tell you tho circum- 
stances uuder which tho matter arose. La.st October 
a buyer came to the mill where I was getting my flax 
scutched. He ott'ei-ed to buy it, but i said I would uot 
sell until the flax had been scntchetL a3id I told him 
that when it was scutched I would give him the 
prcferouce. On the Tuesday week following I had the 
flax in the linvrkct in Animsh, and it was treated like 
i nbbish, and I was treated like a dog. 


16,615. Whore yon able to sell that Hax in Armagh P — 
No. 


16,616. Was there anyone in tho market at the time 
ou behalf of the toll committed ?— I saw no one. 


16.617. Where did you take tbo flax to P— I took it to 
the next market at Dnngauuou which was about a 
fortnight afterwards. 

16.618. And did you sell it therep — At once. 

16.619. And that occurronoo is your reason for stating 
that yon wore hojeotted P — Yes. 

16.620. Do you know tho pork market? — Thoroughly. 

16.621. There is a charge of 1». exacted in it. I 
belioTO ? — ^Tes. 


16,622. Ou each pig? — Yes. 

16,6*23. And w a farmer, are you of opinion that that 
charge is excessive P — Certainly. 

16,62-1. (Jfr. Cnmnissunisr Slacl:.) Wlrat is your 
opinion of tho management P — I think the market is 
cbor.icterisod by a want of management, and the 
result is that tho buyers are able to rule it against 
the farmci-s. 


(Ml*. Higgs.) If the whole toll committeo had been 
present upon the occasion you mention tiiey could have 
dono nothing. 


Cross-examined by Mr. Bust. 

16.625. AYhat you have described is tho ground of 
your complaint against tho markets?- That is my 
grievance. 

16.626. Do not buyers usually try the flax before 
pureba.smg P — Of course. 

16.627. Do yon Icnow a flax buyer named Maxivell P — 
No. 

16.628. Were you oHbred a price by anyone?- — Yes, 
but I would not take it. 

16.629. lYhat did you got for the flax at Dungannon P 
— I will uot tell you. 

16.630. Because you would not soil your flax at the 
mill the buyers formed a ring against you P— That is 
what occurred. 

16.631. Have you ever aitondcd any pork market 
except Armagh ? — ^Yes, one or two. 

16,63*2. And what charges did you pay ?— I do not 
remember. 

16.633. Did they uot amount to the same as you 
pay in Armagh P— I have already told you that 1 do rot 
remember. 

16.634. Did you ever make a complaint with refer- 
ence to the maccniuoy of a weighbridge in the market? 
— ^Yes, about two years ago I was having some hay 
weighed, and there was an inaconrocy in the weight to 
tho extent of 1 ewt. 3 qrs. 
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■T awes Ai!L£K examiuod by Mr. Gii.i..vGaBS. 

16.635. You live iu AUungb P — Yes. 

16.636. And yon carry on bosincAa in the city? — 
Yes. 

16,687. In Barrack Street ? — Yes. 

16.638. You have done so for several years P — 
Yes. 

16.639. Do you attend the markets in Armagh P — 
Yes. 

16.640. And you ai'O noqoaintod with their manage- 
ment ? — T&s. 

16,6-tl. And is it yoni' opinion tliat the tolls shonld 
bo vested in tho town corami.sBioiierfi. to 1>e managed 
by them nnd applied for the b,jnefit of the cityP — Yes, 
one body is quite soScieiit for tbo oity. 

16.642. The towni cnramisaionei-B are only elected 
for » term of three years P — That is so. 

16.643. And at tho end of that time if the ratepayers 
are not satisHcd with tho manner in which they have 
performed their duties thoy can reject them and select 
others P— Certiviuly. 

16.644. At present is the money dcrivod from the 
markets applied for the benefit of the oity P — No, it is 
applied to private porposes. 

16.645. Yon know the markets ? — Yes. 

16.646. And in the pork market there is, I believe, a 
choi-ge of Is. P — Tos. 

16.647. On each pig P — Yes. 

16.648. Portion of that oborgo goes to the toll 
committee and portion is charged by the buyers P — 
That is so. 

16.649. (ifr Oo'minianoiicy Blank,) Do yon bay pork 
for curing purposes P — Yea. 

16.650. I lielieve tho charge for house money goes 
into the pockets of the bnyei’s F — Yea. 

16.651. And they give ho value for it? — Not tlint I 
know of. 

16.652. What is your opinion about the holding of 
markets in the streets P — Well, 1 would like to see the 
streets tbrouged if there was sufficient supervision and 
if they wore properly kept. 

16,6,53. Are they properly kept at present P — Nothing 
of the kind. 


Croas-evaminod by Mr. Bbst. 

_ 16,65-i. Wliat part of tho city do you live in ? — Out- 
side tbo pig market. 

16,6r»6. Do you approve uf the change of the pig 
market to tho gaol sqnai-e P — I do not. I think it was 
better where it was for 50 years. 

16.656. Did tbo removal of the market mean a loss 
to you ? — Yes. 

16.657. Did you say that tho cliango would menu a 
loss of lU.OOOi. a yeai- P — Yos. 

16.658. How iniuiy pigs do you hay in the year P — A 
good many. 


James Somuess examiued by Mr. Gallaqhkk. 

16.659. You are a merohaut in Armagh, I believe P — 
Yea. 

16.660. You are not a town commissioner or a toll 
committeo-man P — No. 


16.661. What is your opluiou alioat tho propusoJ 
transfer of the tolls from the toll cominlttee to thu 
town commissioners, are yon in favour it P — Yes, X 
am uf opinion that tho tolls of Armagh or a paoUo 
trust should be in the bauds uf a public body, and that 
thu profits arising from tiiotn should bo applied to Uio 
reduction of the rates. 

16.662. Cfoumidftouei' Black.) Bat why shoald 
there be any prufit upon the mamigoment of tau tolUi? 
—Well, there appears that there is. 

16.663. But tbut could be cared by reducing the tolls 
to Bach an amount os would be safficivnt to m.aiutaiu 
the markets P — Uf course, that could bo done, bat I 
think that if there is to be a prutit, it should bo appliud 
for thu benefit of thu city. 

16.664. Why shonld the chikrge.-i ho more than is 
ueceseavy to maiiitaiu tho markets? — I would not have 
them so. 

16.665. Why shonld furmei'S iu tho uuautry have to 
nay for the miiintenancu of the atruets of Armagh f — 
Well, they use them oumiug into thu market. 

Mk. GAuoiNsa re-called. 

16,6c6. [Mr. Ooimnisiiujner Black.) Will you give rao 
the names of the mumbere of the toll committeo? — 
Thoy are Messrs. Uanliner, Biggs, fveutess. Best, 
Gillespie, Buulshov, M'Ciellaud, b'erris, and Jeiikin- 
BOO. 

16.667. How often do they retire P — They retire 
annually. 

16.668. Then thoy ore only eleoted fur one year? — 
That is su. 

16.669. 1b the annual meetiug largely attended P — 
Yes. 

16.670. And how arc the members elected? ,Bv 

ballot 

FiUKCis A. Massey examined by Mr. Gallaoueb. 

16.671. You live in Armagh ? — Yes. 

16.672. And you are engaged in business P — The 
meal and Hour basiuess. 

16.673. Yon know the markets very well, I suppose P 
— ^Ycs. 

16.674. Have you over heard complaints abont the 
way in which the markets are ooudacuirP— Yes. 

16.675. From whom? — The farmers. 

16.676. What about p — have heard them coroplniii 
that they are not treated iu Armagh as they are Iu 
Portoduwn and Newiy. 

16.677. Wore those coroplainta grounded upon a 
want uf BUpervisiou in the markets P— Yos. 

16.678. Ai-e you in favour of tho trauafur of tho tolls 
from thu toil committee to tho towu commissiouei's ? 
— Yes. 

16)679. What is reason for being of that opinion P— 
Well, I think the markets would be bettor looked after 
by the town commissiouers. 

16.680. You know the town commissioners ? Y’es. 

16.681. dud, 1 believe, they use all busiuoas mon P 

Nearly ail. 

16.682. And they take on interest in the welfare of 
the city?— Yes. 

16.683. Are you iu fuv&nr of applying any profits that 

may ui'iso from the tolls fur the benefit of. he oitv 

Yea. •' ■ 

(Jf?-. Oallagher.) Mr. Commissioner that closes 
the case for the town commissiooers. 


The inquiry then conolnded. 


P 2 
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TIPPERARY. 


With reference to my inquiiy in Tipperary on the 1st Norember 188S, I beg to 
report as follows : — 

Tipperary is situated in the county of Tipperary, of which it is one of the chief 
towns. It is surrounded by a country rich and fertile, and the town has a good general 
trade. Tliere are many fine buildings in the town, and the streets are many and of 
fair width, but, as in the case of Thuiies, could he kept in a better state of cleanliness. 
The town is situated at the base of the Slievenamuck Hills and is a station cm the 
Waterford and Limerick Railway Line. It Ls of some importance and possesses a 
butter trade perhaps second only to that of Cork. A hoard of town commissioners 
administer the loc^ affairs. The population is 7,274. 

The market days are Thursday and Satimday. A butter market is held daily. The 
fairs are held on the second Tuesday in January, second Tuesday in Rebruary, second 
Tuesday in March, 5th April, second Tuesday in May, 24th June, second Tuesday in 
July, second Tuesday in August, second Tuesday in September, 10th October, second 
Tuesday in JN’ovemher, and 10th December. 

Tolls are levied at the market and at the fairs held on the 5th April, 24th June, 
10th October, and 10th December, with the exception of horses, which are toll free 
at present, but the levying of a toll on them, it is stated, is in contemplation hy 
the owner of the market rights. The fairs held on the second Tuesday in January, 
second Tuesday in Rebruaiy, second Tuesday in March, second Tuesday in May , 
second Tuesday in July, second Tuesday in August, second Tuesday in September, 
and second Tuesday in November, are toll free. 

The market rights and tolls are the property of A. H. Smith Barry, Esq., M.P., of 
Queenstown, who is in the immediate receipt of the toUs through his agents and 
managers. 

Mr. Richard Coopm* Chadwick is the owner of the charges at the butter market, as 
he was appointed butter weigh-master in 1853 by the magistrates under the provisions 
of the 52 George III. c. 13 1. He rents a market building from Mr. Smith Barry at 
52^. a year. 

Two patents were granted for the town of Tipperary. The first is dated 18th July 
1860, and granted to William Ryan a fair on Vigil Day and diiy following, and another 
on the Beast of Saint Andrew the Apostle. Tlie second is dated 16th January 1853, and 
granted to James Hugh Smith Baiiy eight yearly fairs, “in addition to the foui- fairs 
“ which the said .J. H. S. Barry was then entitled to hold in the said town of Tip- 
“ perary on the 5th April, 24th June, 10th October, and 10th December,” viz. 

On the second Tuesday in each of the months of January, Bebmary, March, May, 
July, August, September, and November in each year subject to the yearly rent of 
IL 6«. 8i. No tolls are granted under this patent. 

The foUoiving extracts from the abstract of Mr. Smith Barry’s title will show the 
periods at which each of the fairs were established: — 

“In 1736 one fair only held, aud from 1738 four fairs were held iu March, June, 
“ September, and November until 1762, when four fairs were held, viz., March, June, 
“ October, aud December. Brom 1753 to 1853 four fairs were held viz April July 
“ October, and December. Brom 1863 to present time 12 fairs, Viz., ’one in each 
“ month.” 

In accordance with my instructions I have inspected the fair green and market 
places. 

The fairs ^ held in a large space on the road leading from the town to the railway 
station. It is some distance from the market place and is surrounded by a wall. 
Before the fairs were removed there the place was a partial commonage where a 
number of amall cottages were built. There are now only a few of these cottages left. 
The fair green, as it is called, is enclosed by the wall built hy Mr. Smith Barry M P 
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The gates which were put there had to he removed owing to the right of way which, 
was claimed across the green by those living in the cottages at the other side. There 
are eight pens erected, four or. each of two sides of the enclosure, for the accommodation 
of buyers who wish to store pigs in them previous to their removal by train. A weigh- 
bridge for cattle has also been recently erected in compliance with the recent act. 
The ' general aspect of the green is on a par with that of other places in different 
towns, but at the entrance from the main road, owing to the softaess of the soil, there 
is an accumulation of mud which a little filling up or paving would mitigate. In its 
state at the time of inspection it was most unpleasant to attempt to get l^eyond the 
entrance when endeavouring to enter the body of the field. 

Cattle are occasionally sold out on the road facing the fair green. 

The mai'lcets are held in an enclosed space situated a few yards off the main street. 
At the entrance there are on either side rows of stalls erected by Mr. Barry for huxters 
and retailers of every description of commodities. Passing beyond these stalls the 
market square opens into a large space surrounded by a high wall, against which some 
sheds are built. The town hall is also built here. This enclosure is called the market 
yard. On the left-hand side is a slicd for weighing potatoes and storing them if 
required. Then there is a weigh-bridge for weighing the hay, with a small office close 
by, where the tickets are issued, and a small ounoil for the use of the retailers. There 
are two entrances to this market yard. 

The butter market is held daily. A large shed is rented by the weiglwnaster from 
Mr. Smith Barry, and in this the butter is weighed, coopered, drained, and sold. The 
dimensions of the shed are about 150 feet by 50. It is evenly flagged. Avith a small 
channel made in the centre to convey the water from the firkins when drained, while 
the roof, which is lofty and well ventilated, is made of sheet iron. Around on the walls 
at small intervals are the names of the different buyers frequenting the market, and, 
according as a scale is effected, the butter is grouped under each name before being 
delivered. The house, it is stated, is capable of accommodating 1,000 firkins on oae 
day. A large beam and scales is erected near the office where the butter is weighed 
and the ticket issued. A smaller scales is also provided for ascertaining the tare of 
the empty firkins. 

All the butter brought into the town does not, however, pas.s tlirough this market. 
The farmers take it direct to whichever merchant gives them the best price, and it is 
there weighed and coopered, if purchased, free of any charge. On an average 60 per 
cent, of the entire quantity brought to the town is disposed of in this manner. 

This is one of the largest butter markets in the south of Ireland, as some 2,000 
firkins are brought in weekly. The arrangements by Mr. Chadwick are good and 
considered satisfactorily carried out, and, on the whole, practically no complaints were 
made of the management or of accommodation, with the exception of a want of 
storage accommodation ; but it is said that this is not so much needed, as some 95 per 
cent, of the firkins brought to the market place are sold. 

A toll hoard is erected. 

Complaints were made of the heavy charges on pigs. If pigs are brought into the 
fair in carts, each cart has to hear a charge of Qd., and if the pigs are subsequently 
sold, 2rf. each additional has to be paid on their exit from the fair. la addittion to 
these there is a- storage charge of id. per pig if the accommodation is availed of. 
This is too much for the accommodation afforded. The seller has also to give the 
buyer the customary " luck penny ” on each pig sold to him. 

The inquiry was well attended, and great interest, indeed, was manifested in the 
proceedings. 

Appended will be found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

JOHN J. O’MEAHA, 

46, Lower Mount Street, Dahlin. Assistant Commissioner. 
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Tipperary, 1st November 1889. 


Mr. Gboege Caldwell examined. 

17,783. Yon reprcsonc here Mr. Smith Barry P— 
Well, X manage the office. 

17.764. For the pnrjKiBes of this inquiry you to* 
present him P — ^Tes. 

17.765. Is he the owner of the market rights iu 
Tipperaiy ? — He is. 

17,766-7. What mai-kets ore here, and on what daws 
are they held ?— There ate two markets in each week, 
Thursdays and Saturdaye. These are the market 
days. 

17.768. Axe there any other market days here P — 
Well, any day is a market day for hnttor. 

17.769. Every day P— Yes, but we have nothing to do 
with that. 

17,770-2. Are tolls levied on these market days— 
Thursdays and Saturdays P— They are. 

17.773. What market premises erected here in 
Tipperaiy P— lliere are sheds, a market office, weigh- 
hndges, and stalls. 

17.774. Are they all convenient to each other P — ^They 
are all in one square. 

17.775. Is that square enclosed P — ^It is. 

17.776. It doM not form any portion of the public 
thoroughfare ? — Iso ; it does not. 

17.777. Who was it erected these market sheds P— 
Mr. Smith Barry. 

17.778. Do yon know when ?— Well, at different 
times within the last 80 or 30 years. 

17.779. Have the markets been always held on that 
site, oven previous to the erection of these aheds? — I 
helievo not. I could not exactly say. I think the 
market was made newly; there woe an old potato 
market at the back of the town hall. 

17.780. Could you tell me what commodities are 
brought in on Thursdays P — ^There is hay, straw, 
potatoes, and vegetables. 

17.781. Whether you obtain a toll or not? — "We 
obtain a toll on bay and straw for weighing. 

17.782. 1b com brought in here ? — ^It is sold in the 
street generally, except it comes to ua to be weighed, 
and then we charge for it. ‘ 

17.783. Is turf brought in here P — ^It is not brought 
into the morlmt. It is.sold on the street. There is no 
toll oburged. 

17.784. The only commodities brought to the market 
proper are bay, straw, potatoes, and vegetables. Is 
thataliP — That is all 

17.785. Are fowl brought- in P — ^They are, and sold in 
the street. 


17.786. Are oatblo over sold on market days ? — Well 
sometimes there are anotiona held in the market. 

17.787. That is Mr. Smith Bai-ry’s P— Yes. 

17.788. What ore tho auctions connected with?-- 
Auotions of cattle ty licensed auctioneers. 

17,789 Would there be any toll on these cattle P — 
Yes, wc charge 6d. a head. 

17.790. Who is it pays that toll P— Tho auctioneer, 
just fur liberty to soil 

17.791. Is it only on each head. sold- yon charge?— 
Yes. 

17.792. Does the same, description of comnaodities 
come iu ou Saturday P — ^Yes. 

17,793-4. Have you got a schedule of your charges 
erected P — Yes. 

The witness then prodnoed tbc schedule, of which 
the following is a copy 

Scir*imu3 of Tolls ot Tieperaht Faibs. 

On ox or cow - • - • 6d. 

Two-year-old - - • • • 4d. 

One-year-old - - - - 3ti. 

Oalf Id- . 

Sheep, lamb, or gnat - - - - Id. 

Big, value lls. - - - • 2d. 

„ under 10a. - • - - IcZ. 

Butter per cask - - - - Id. 

Standings • - • • ■ lOd. 

Carta with young pigs • - - 6d. 

Weighing a load on weighbridge • .3d. 

Weighing bn smsll onncil - - Id. 


Stalls, per week - ' - ' • - 8d. 

17.795. Ars these tolls what vou call tolls proper, or 
are they weighing charges that yon levy m' the 
market? — ^Weighing charges yoa may say. 

17.796. On hoy, what is your charge P — 3d. a load for 

every commodity weighed^ ' 

17.797. Whether hay or sU'aw or a load of pntatnes, 
if brought in a oort P— ^es. 

17.798. Do you draw auy distinction between a 
donkey’s load aud a horse’s loud P— Mo. We use one 
ticket, and it is for the ticket wo got tho 3d. 


Tho following is a copy of the ticket handed in by the witness 



Tipibraby Majiket. 


Weighed for 

1 Load of_ 




Nett Weight, 


WeigJmaaler. 
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17.799. Toa give a printed ticket P — Tea. 

17.800. On this ticket do joa pat the gross vreight 
and the tare ? — The gross weight and net weight. 

17.801. Do yon alwa37B |actually ascertain the tare of 
the cart P— Yes. 

17.802. Ton never go by estimation? — Never by 

estimation except the parties agree. Sometimes, if 
parties wanted to take a load out in the coontry, I see 
them agreeing to the weight of the cart. ' 

17.803. The hay is ^ways weighed? — Yes. • 

17,80i. It is never bought by balk ? — It is sometimes 

bought by bulk. 

17.805. Supposing a load of hay was brought into 
this market place of Mr. Barry's and sold, and the 
weight not oscovtained at your weighbridge, would you 
seek for any charge P — I think .Ihe quostiou has arisen 
once or twice. I think Mr. Mulquin, who is in charge 
of the market, demanded payment. 

17.806. Did ho get it P — ^Yes. 

17.807. Were there any legal proceedings over it P — 
No. 

17.808. What is your charge on potatoes ? — A. half- 
penny per hundredweight, and a penny for'over that. 

17.809. Is the smallest charge a halfpenny ? — Yes. 

17.810. And tbe highest a penny P — Yes. 

17.811. Yon never charge higher than a penny, for 
instance, if it were throe hundrodwoightP— I am not 
sure. I will ascoi’tain that for you. 

17.812. Is Mr. Mulquin hero P — He is at the market 
to-day. 

1 7.813. That is the charge for weighing potatoes P — 
Yes. 

17.814. Bnt now, if a sack of potatoes is brought into 
tbe market place and exposed for sale and sold, out the 
weight of it was not ascertained, would the charge bo 
levied, or have you ever known it to be done P — I have 
not known it to be done. 

17.815. Are potatoes only sold at this market place P 
— That is what is called tbe potato market. 

17.816. Does butter ever come to it at allP — ^No. 
Butter is sold in the street, and no toll charged. There 
conld be tolls charged, but they ore not. 

17.817. Has Mr. Barry any connexion with the fairs 
here ? — He has. 

17.818. Where arc the fairs held P — In the fair green. 
17,810. Is that provided by him ? — Yes. 

17.820. Have the fairs always been held in that fair 
green P — Yes, within my memory. 

17.821. How far does your memory extend P — 13 or 
14 years. 

17.822. Do you know the dates on which every fair 
is held whether you receive any chorgttt for them or 
notP — There are old fairs and new fairs. The old fairs 
are held on the 5th April, 24th June, 10th October, and 
loth December. These are tbe cattle fairs. Well, tbe 
pig fairs oro bold on the preceding Mondays or Thurs- 
days, as the case may be. 

17,828. Wbiohever is nearest to the date of the oaitlc 
fair?— Yes. If the cattle foir happened to fall on 
Thursday tbe pig fair would bo held on the previous 
Monday. 

17.824. What are the dates of the new fairs ? — The new 
fairs aro held on the second Tuesdays in the remaining 
months. 

17.825. Are tolls levied at any of these fairs ? — There 
are trills levied at the four old fairs. 

17.826. Are there any tolls at t^e new fairs P — No. 

17.827. When were these old fairs estabKshed; do 
you know? — Under a patent of Charles the Sec-md, 
dated the 22nd Jane 1626. 

17,828-9. Have you got a copy of that here ? — T 
have. {Wiinesa Oien produced tlie ifciieat.) 

17,830. Do you know how Mr. Bnrith Barry obt^ed 
the right to these markets and fairs? Wasit by pur- 
chase or did it descend to him P — It descended to him. 

17,881. Is' tbeto any otho* market authority here in 
^prerary besides Mr. Barry P — I believe Mr. Chadwick 
ralbe market authority for ’butter — that is, for butter 
specially. 


17,833. Now do you know what was the capital 
expenditure of Mr. Barry in tbe ereclioa of this markot 
place and sheds P— On the market yard it was 500k 
17,833. Was that the actual oxponditaro?— Yea. 

17,884. Id the ereotion of the sheds, I suppose? — 
Tea. 

17.835. And on the market house P — No. The markot 
house cost 3001 

17.836. Is the market house the town, hall P — It is 
colled the town ball. 

17.837. Is what you coll the market bouse utilised 

for market purposes?— Yes. ItU o littleoff the weigh- 
bridges, and the sheds ore around the enolosure. ' ' 

17.838. what was the cdsl; of tfiai P — 5001' | that is, of 
tho wliolc place. 

17,889. Is Mr. Barry at 'any expense for repaits,? — 
You asked for the average expenditure for the pas£ 
threo years. I liave taken two years hs tho basis 
because the fairs have [only been on our hands for* the 

E iet two yoavs. They wore in the hands of a tenant 
ifore that. 

17,840. Previous to the last two years tbe old fairs 
wore sub-let ? — ^Tea. 

17,841. Who was tho lost tenant? — The represeuta- 
tives of Patrick Bnrke. 

17,842. "What rent were they paying P — 1051 a year. 
17,ftl'3. Subject to the ordiiituy deductions, 1 aup- 
l)ose P — Yes. 

17,844. Would you kindly give rao tho average 
expenditure iu impairs P — 41 19s. 9d. 1 take os tho 
average repairs in the market yard, and in tho fair 
grcBQ 51 9s. 4d. 

17,846. Are there any sheds erected in the fa.ir 
groen P — ^There are not. 

17,846. Is the fair green enclosed P — Yes. 

17,847. Is it convenient to ttie lowuP — ^It is just 
beside tho railway. You passed it oomiug into the 
town. 

17.8-18. Do yon know the expenditure on that fair 
greenP — I do not know, hut I suppose it would be 
about 3001 I estimate it at about that. 

17,849. That is for putting a wall around it? — For 
levelling aud building tbe wall. 

17,850. Is that in addition to the building of tlie 
site? — ^No. 1 do not include the value of the site at 
all. I do not take that sa the value of the site. I 
could not find anything in tho hooka. There wci'c a 
lot of old honses there. 

17,851. Supposing the fairs woi-e not held there 
woold the site be available for building purposes P— It 
would. 

17,852. Would it answer the purposes of building 
ground at present? — Yes. There Is a building plot at 
one corner of it. 

17,853. Did you make up the average receipts for the 
past two years P — Yes. The gross reoeipts from the 
pig and cattle fairs were 1712. 9i. 9d. and the market 
yard 1032. 9s., that is for weighing all the hay and 
strew. Tke .yequipts firom auctions yrerp 42. 18s. and 
from stalls 02. 9s. That is all. 

17,854. Is that toe average for tho two years or the 
total P — The average. The average expenditure was 
682. 7s. 7d. on the market yard. - 

17,855. How is that 682. 7s. 7d. expended ? — That is 
for salaries. 

17,856. Could you senegate that amount so as to 
show toe particulars of the expenditure? — It is' for 
wages end so forth of the odicere in toe market yard. 

17,857. Yon have not dirided tbqt ip ordsi’ to be able 
to tell me the individuals to whom you pay it ? — ‘There 
is tho weighmaster and his assistant, and men occa- 
sionally employed a« may be necessary. 

17,858. For Collecting the tcdls ? — Not for collecting 
the tolls but on days when toore is a heavy markot 
bber^ must be men required to put a stick under care 
wbon they bt6 being weighed, and to regulate and keep 
order in toe market. 

17,859. It is merely for the weighmaster and his 
assistants P — ^Yes, and occasional employes. 

17,860. What woold be the deties of the occasional 
employes? — To attend ton weighmaslm. 


F 4 
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17,861. In repairs the average expeedituTe is 
4i. 19s. 9d. P— Tes. 

17,86*2. \That is the expense for the removal of 
refuse and cleansingP — I do not expend anything on 
that. 

17.863. For other pnrposes P— The market yard rates 
and taxes amount to lOZ. 17s. Sd. ; coals, gas, and 
stationery 4Z. 2s. That is all. 

17.864. What is the valimfcion of the marketplace? — 
80Z. is the valniibion of the market yard and 4Z. the 
stalls. 

17.865. What stalls have you erected in this market 
place ?— Thera are 18 stalls. 

17.866. What commodities are exposed in them ? — 
Different things by hnxtera, such as potatoes, vege- 
tables, and appes. 

17.867. Hotv do you let them? — 3d. a week for each 
stall. 

17.868. What is the space for each stall? — About 
10 feet by 8 feet. 

17.869. You have 18 of these ? — ^Ycs. 

17.870. Are they let throughout the year ? — They are 
mostiy. They are sometimes idle. 

17.871. Aro they utilised every day P— Tea. 

17.872. But the charge is 3d. a week ? — Yes. 

17.873. What hour does the majket usually begin in 
this markct.place ? — I suppose about 10 o’clock. 

17.874. What time does it terminate ?— At 6 o’clock 
we shut the gates. 

17.875. Have you any rules or regulations there ? — 
No printed rules. 

17.876. Do you restrain the sale or e-xposure for sale 
of any uf these commodities, such .as hay, straw, or 
potatoes in the town or in any place other than in your 
market place ? — I suppose a restriction could be en- 
forced if a necessity arises. 

17.877. But I auppcae no necessity arises P — No neces- 
sity arises. They all go to the market. 

17.878. Have the Thursday and Saturday markets 
always been held here ? — ^Tes. 

17.879. When the potatoes are weighed, do yon ever 
see them weighing yourself? What is the quantity 
that nsually comes here in sacks P — It varies. I sup- 
pose abont 12 or 14 or 16 stone. 

17.880. It is Id. per week yon charge P — Yes. 

17.881. A halfpenny up to a hundredweight and Id. 
aftenvards P — ^Yes. 

17.882. You have got a beam and scales there P — Yea. 

17.883. Is there more than the oiioP — There is a 
beam and scales, a small ouncil, and a large weigh- 
bridge for carts. 

17.884. But yon have only one beam and scales P — 
Yes. 

17.885. What is the smallest weight yon have for 
ascertaining the weight of potatoes or any other com- 
moditiM there? — A ponud weight. 

17.886. If a sack of potatoes is pub into the scales, 
you ascertain the weight down to a pound P — Yes. 

17.887. Do they give a cast of the beam when they 
are weighing P — It ia on the little ouncil they weigh the 
potatoes. 

17.888. How do they utilise the beam and scales P 

For weighing wool generally. 

17.889. What is yonr charge for weighing wool P — I 
think it is 6d. a bag ; I am not snre. 

17.890. What ie the smallest weight used for wool ? 
Do they utilise the pound weight? — I think they 
wcnld. 

17.891. A half pounds— I think not. 

17.892. A pound or nothing, I suppose? — I am not 
ure. 

17.893. What other commodities besides wool are 
weighed at the beam and scales P — 'That is about aU. 

17.894. Is the wool brought into the market place 
and exposed there P— No; it is only brought to be 
weighed. 

17.895. Then previously it has been sold or a contract 
entered into for the sale of it P — ^Tes. 

17.896. Where is the wool exposed for side P — Parades 
having the wool go to the buyers who buy it. 


17.897. It is not exposed in the street ?— No. 

17.898. Within your memory have proceedings ever 
been taken to restrain people from selling any com- 
modities or exposing them elsewhere than in the market 
place or to recover the tolls P— No. 

17.899. You have tolls levied at the fairs P— Yes. 

17.900. At the four old fairs? — Yea. 

17.901. Could you give me your receipts from these 
tolls P — ^I conld. 

17.902. You levy tolls on all the pig fairs previous to 
the old fairs? — Yes. 

17,908. You do not levy bolls on the pig fairs held 
previous to the new fairs ?— No, neither on the pigs nor 
cattle. 

17.904. Would you kindly give mo the receiptsP — 
171Z. 9s. 9d. is the gross. 

17.905. That is from the pig and cattle fairs ? — ^Yes. 
The cost of coEeotion is 38Z. 1^. 4^. ; that includes 4Z. 
a year for advni*tising ; then thero is 5Z. 9s. 4d. for 
repairs. 

17.906. How is that spent? — In cleaning and rege- 
lating the green. 

17.907. What is the volnation of the fair gi*cen P — 
The poor law valuation is 70Z. 

17.908. What are the consolidated rates in Tipperary ? 
— The |joor rate ia 2s. lOcZ., Uie county rate varies from 
9iZ. to lOiZ. and lid. in the £. 

17.909. What number of men have you collecting 
tolls at these fairs? — We have about 25 or 30 men. 

17.910. Aro these men posted outside the walla of 
the fair green? — They aro on each street which leads 
into the town ; they are not at the fair green itself, but 
at tho outlets of the town. The cattle fair is held on 
the fair green, but the pig faire are held on the streets. 

17.911. Do they ever sell cattle outside the fair green 
on the public thoroughfare ? — They do. 

17.912. If they do of course you collect a toll from 
them as they go out the gaps? — Yos; going out they 
declare whether they have sold or not, and then the 
toll is collected. 

17.913. How many of tb^e gaps are there P — I think 
there are seven or eight. 

17.914. You have about four men at each on an 
avemge ? — Yes ; two at some gaps. 

17.915. What is tho average rate at which these men 
aro paid? — They get 2s. Cd. — any strange men — and 
Is. for dinner; that >votild be 3s. 6d. Our own farm 
men get 2s. and Is. for their dinner. It varies from 
2s. 6d. to 3s. 6d. 

17.916. In that 170Z. which you state is the gross 
amount received from Che 1‘airs, you could not give me 
the amount you receive on cattle and the amount you 
receive on pigs ; you could not segregate the amounts ? 
— ^I’oould, hut I have not it here; 1 could make it up 
for you. 

17,917-18. Is it only on the animals sold you levy this 
charge P — That is all. 

17.919. Are there any horses brought in horo P — We 
are starting a horse fair, bub no tolls are charged as 
yet. We put the horse fair in that field outside oppo- 
site the court-house. 

17.920. Have you held a horse fair there as yetP — 
Wo have had three or four. 

17.921. They are free of toll ? — They are free of toll 
up to this. 

17.922. But do you contemplate levying a toll? — I 
daresay ; I could not say that yet. 

17.923. Is this charge on the pigs made on the pigs 
actually sold os well as the cattle P — On the pigs 
actually sold. 

17.924. At these custom or toll gaps have you got 
toll boards erected ? — Yes. 

17.925. At each gap P — Yes. 

17.926. Have you ever been there when the tolls were 
collected P — ^Yes. 

17.927. When they ore going out do your men inquire 
from those in charge of the cattle wkether they have, 
o®®!! hought or soldP — They do generally, but they 
are able to toll that as there is a mark put on the cattle 
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17 928. Tbo bayers alvraya place a mark on the cattle P 
— ^Tes. 

17 929. Have yon eyar heard any dispnteB ariaing at 
the toll gaps ?— Sometimes neople have refused to pay, 
and they keep the cattle then. I think they swear 
them. There is n sort of doolnration by plaoing their 
bond to the board. 

17 930. They do not produce any book or paper ? — 
No.’ 

17 931. They ask them to tonch the board to clear 
their conscience P— Tes. 

17.932. Have you aver heard any complaints of the 

levying of this toll of 6t<. on a head of cattle actually 
sold ? Nothing came to my knowledge officially. 

17.933. Ontaide of that have you heard any com- 
plaints P — I suppose people would rather not pay if 
they could help it. 

17.934. Have you heard complaints P — I have not. 

17.935. Have von heard complaints that the facilities 
afforded for weighing In the market place have been 
insufficient P — I have not since the fur green came 
under our control. 

17.936. I moan in the market place P — No. 

17.937. Is yours the only public ounoil in the town P 
—Yes. 

17,9%. .Are there not some private individuals in the 
town having ouucUs or weighbridges P — The railway 
company have a weighbridge. 

17.939. They do not ntilise for the public P — No. 
There is another at the gas house, bat they do not 
utilise it either. 

17.940. Have you consulted Mr. Barry as to the sche- 
dule of queries forwarded to him or have they been 
brought under his notice P — They were brought to Mr. 
Townseud’s notice. 

17.941. You say some cattle are sold on the streets 
of the town P — Yes ; sometimes. 

17.942. But the pig furs are held on the streets P — 
Yes. The cattle are not, except going to and ft*om the 
fair green they might be purchased. All cattle are 
carried to tbo fair green, and sometimes they are kept 
about the gates of the fair green. 

17.943. When you weigh those diSerent commodities 
mentioned you have got printed tickets to give denoting 
the weight P — ^Tea. 

The foUovring are oopioe of the tickets handed in by 
witness : — 

TttPEEinT Butzeu Muixii. 


No 1888. 

Mr. 

firkins of butter, at per firkin. 


TirPBHAUy Madsei. 

188 . 

Weighed for 

bags of 

at. lbs. 

J. MutQ,TOKN, Weighmaster. 

17.944. You put the gross and net weight on them P 
—Tes. 

17.945. When your men are doing that do they ever 
ascertain the contract price entered into between tho 
buyer and seller P — Almost ^ways. 

17.946. Do they keep any record of that P — ^They do 
on the block. 

17.947. Then you keep blocks to the tickets P — ^Yes. 

17.948. If the ticket is lout you are always able to 
give a copy of it P — ^We are always able to give a copy 
of the weight, but not of the price. 

17.949. Is it entered from the copy into the bookP — 
It is not enten.*d in total, but Just for cash purposes. 

17.950. If it was required to make up a periodical 
return of tho average prices of the different commo- 
dities do you think it would be possible to keep it ? — I 
think it would. 
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17.951. And such a return you think would be pretty 
accurate p — I think it would w fairly accurate. 

17.952. Do you ever keep any record of the number 
of cattle brought to the fair green ? — ^No. 

17.953. But you tell me you could segregate tho 
amounts received fi-om each species, how much do you 
receive &om cattle and pigs r — There is one thing 1 
did not mention. There is Id. charged for young pigs 
brought in a cart ; a cart selling young pigs. 

17.954. That is irrespective of the number in the 
cart? — Tes. 

17.955. If they are brought in a cart you charge 6d. ? 
— Yes. 

17.956. If a smaller nnmlier, say two or three, are 
brought in a cort ? — It is all the same. 

17,967. Are empty carts ever brought in? — I do not 
think they are. 

17.958. Have yon mt such a thing as clothes dealers 
coming in on fair days? — They used to be here on 
market days. 

17.959. Where used the enrte to bo placed? — ^In the 
market yard. 

17.960. If on fair days such as I have meutioned, 
clothes dealers, carts, or anything like that were 
brought into the town, would yon levy any charge P — 
No ; that was given np about 1870. 

17.961. Previous to that you did levy a charge P — 
Tes. 

17.962. Is fl^h brought here at oU P — ^Yca. 

17.963. Is there any charge on it ? — No charge as far 
os rolls arc concerned. It is sold on the streets. 

17.964. The pig fhir being held on the streets of the 
town does not that occosioa much filth and dirt about 
the streets P — Yes. 

17.965. Have you ever beard complaints of the fact 
of these fairs bemg held on the streets P — Some people 
of the town are for the fair green and otbere for tLo 
street. 

17.966. Do you know of your own knowledge does 
Mr. Smith Barry contribute anything towards the addi- 
tional expense occasioned by the cleauing of the streets P 
— I have netird there is a rash for tho cleaning of the 
streets after these days between the road oontracbora 
and the town commissioners. 

17.967. So that the manure acts as au equivalent for 
any expense they incur P — I have heard so. 

17.968. Directly, Mr. Smith Bsi-ry does not coutri- 
bate anything P — ^No, except what tax he bears. 

17.969. Do you know the districts from which the 
marketable commodities are brought P — I snppcse from 
within a radius of 10 or 12 miles. 

17.970. Prom what districts are the cattle brought ? — 
Prom the surrounding districts. 

17.971. When were these new fairs established P — In 
1863. 

17.972. Ton do not know under what authority. 
Were they established by Mr. Smith Barry ? — ^Tes. 

17.973. Ho does not levy any tollP — ^No. 

17.974. Mr. Prowen, solicitor, said :— I appev for Iho 
town commissioners in this matter, and with your 
permisBion I will ssk Mr. Caldwell a few questions. 

17.975. The witness was then crosa-ezominod as 
follows : — 

17,970. You say that the market yard is principally 
snpplied with hay, &o. P — Yes. 

17.977. Have yon room enongh for all the bay that 
comes to the market in this yard? — In spring time 
there is not. 

17.978. Have you had enough of room this year P— 
No, I tliink not. 

17.979. Have you had during the season the streets — 
that is, this street. Nelson Street — crowded with hay P 
— Tes, but that is the case in eveiy town just at tho fall 
of the spring. 

17.980. I understand that is the princi^ time of the 
jear hay comes into the market P — No. It is all 
throngh the year around. For average accommodation 
I t.hink it is lair enough. 

17.981. At the princ^l time of tho year for bay it is 
grossly iuBufficient P — There is a glut in the market for 
a few days. 

G' 
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17.982. "Wlicn the season proper for selling hay oon^s 
la not the accommodation afforded altogether insuffi- 
(nent ? — I do not understand what you mean by the 
season proper.' 

17.983. Say the months of Febrnaiy, March, and 
April P — In the spring of the year it is inanfficient. 

17.984. Have not the streets been blocked this year 
by hay brought in P—Tes. 

17.985. Do yon collect a toll out of the hay sold in 
the street p— When it is weighed, certainly. 

17.986. Ton charge the same for that as if it were 
sold in the market P — Certainly, when it is weighed. 

17,5^7. 1 did not catch whether yon stated there was 
a patent |for holding the market yardP — Yes, the old 
patent applies to that. 

17.988. I» it a fact that cars are brought in on pig- 
market days with piga in them, and even if the pigs 
are not sold they are charged 6d. each P — do not think 

17.989. You are not snre of thatP — think it is con- 
trary to tho instructions. 

17.990. Ifow yon have said that Mir. Smith Barry 
does not give anything to clean or repair tho strecte 
after the pig markets P — ^No. 

17,091. The pig markets in the streets are very heavy P 
— They are. 

17.992. It is very hard to get through the streets on 
pig-market days? — Tt, is, 

17.993. Are not the flogs more or less injured and 
broken Iw the creels and things which are put on the 
flags ? — f suppose so. 

17.994. And the commiMioners have to pay for 
them?— I suppose so. 

17.995. Yon do not remember when the cattle fairs 
were held in the town P— I do not. 

17.996. You do not remember the railway hoing made 
here ? — I do not. 

17.997. Yon do not rememl>er lie present green 
where the fairs are bow held being at one time a com- 
mornigo? — ^No, but I heard thei-e were houses on it. 

17.998. That was before the fairs were removed to it ? 
—Yes. 

17.999. Now is not there another landlord holding 
houses in the fair green at proseutP — No. 

18.000. Are not these honses there belonging to the 

trustees of Erasmus Smith P — Not on tho fair green. 
He has a little plot in the angle at the end of the 
fair green. ‘ 

18.001. (To the Commissioner.] The iustmotiona yon 
give your toll-collectors are, not to levy any charge 
on pigs not sold, whether they are in carts or notP — 
Yes. 

18.002. Up to the present yon have not heard any 
oomplaiuts of their having disobeyed these instruc- 
tions? — ^Infaet, I have seen cases from which I could 
infer that they did not charge. 

18.003. OroBS-eiaminatioh by Mr. Frewen continued : 
Now you state that 671. 7*. 7i. waa the expendituro in 
the market. Then you give some figures for taxes and 
coals. Does that 671. fe. 7cZ. include the taxes and 
coals, or does it mean the entire expenditure in the 
market P — No. Every item I gave was separate. There 
was a question I was not asked, aud that is the excess 
in the receipts above the expenditure lu the case of 
the markets it was 291. 9s. 

18.004. That is the net profit? — Yes. In the case of 
the old fairs it was 1042. 

18.005. (27ifi Assisfnui Commissioner.) The iMiaon I 
did not ask that was because I bad the gross receipts 
and the expenditure, and I could easily deduct one from 
the other af:er'.\arda, tmdthe difference would represent 
the net profit. 

18.006. (ifr. jPreioe» to Witness.) You have certain 
commodities sold in the market yard that were removed 

there lately for sale, off the streets. What are they P 

Standing they used to be called. 

18.007. How many standings were there on the 
street, could you tell P — 1 could not tell yon. 

18.008. Were there 20P — I do not suppose there 
were. 

18.009. There were about 20 P — Yes. 


18.010. They have been there for a number of years P 
—They were. There used to be a toll ohargod in the 
streets at one time. 

18.011. Bat not lately ? — No. 

18.012. Not for some years before they were removed P 
—No. 

18.013. (!F7te Aseisianf. Commissioner.) Was there any 
compulsory influence exercised to remove them off tho 
street, or was the removal voluntary ? — 1 think there 
was. The magistrates fined them. 

18.014. (Mr. Frewen.) They wore sammoned for ob- 
struction and fined, and had to remove. Lest year it 
occurred. Tho mogiatratos asked Mr. Townsend to 
proenro a place for them, and he said he would. 

18.015. (To TFi2«es«.} You gavo the tax that you pay 
for the market yard. Do you inoludo in fliat the 
amount of tax paid for tho town hall itself P — No. 

18.016. (The Assistant Convinissionr.) Has Mr. Barry 
provided a town hall for the commissioners ? — ^He has. 

18.017. At his own expense P — ^Yes. 

18.018. Is that solely within his control? — ^Yea. 


H. H. Towssend, Esq., J.P., examined. 

18.019. Yon aro tho agent to Mr. Barry P — I am. 

18.020. Did you bring the schedule of queries I for- 
warded y^ou before Mr. Bariy ? — ^No. Mr. Barry has 
gone to England. 

18.021. I sent one to him. Has ho had any commu- 
nication with you? — The sooretary sent it to me. 

18.022. He did not give yon any instructions to 
answer any of the questions P — ^Nono whatever. 

18.023. From your Imowledgo of Mr. Bairy and his 
affairs pai'hapa you could answer one query, aud that is, 
whether Mr. Barir would approve, or would he have 
any objeotitm to a tody such the town commissioners 
obtaining compulsory powers to acquire his rights P — 
Not the slightest. He would be perfectly ready to soli 
to the town oommissioners his rights to the fairs ; he 
would be perfectly willing to sell them. 

18.024. Has he ever expressed such an opinion P — 
Yes. In fact he thought frequently that the town 
oonunissiouers were empowered legally to pncchase 
because ho thought tho conti’ol of fairs and markets 
shonld bo in the hands of local bodies having control of 
the town. 

18.025. PreviouB to the lo^b two years he had the 
fairs and markets sub-let ? — Yes. 

18.026. Do yon think they are managed better siuoe 
you took them into your control P — I think so. I am 
not prepared to say. I could not say partionlatly well 
how it was managed before. We put up additional 
accommodation in some respeots. 

18.027. Yon have had some experience of those fairs P 
—Yes. 

18.028. Do yon think if the town commissioners or 
local authority ticfjuired such rights that they should 

work them themselves and not sub-let thorn P I think 

they should work thorn themselves, and not aub-let 
them. 

18.029. Have you over heard any complaints ns to 
any insufficiency of aocommodation ? — I should very 
much like to extend the market ysid if possible. I was 
trying a couple of years ^o, lint unfortunately there 
was no way to extend it. Iwaa trying to negotiate with 
a gentleman having the adjoining ^oce, bat uegntia- 
tiona fell throngh, and be was nob in a position to lot 
me have it. It does not belong to Mr. Barry, and ho 
would be very glad to make the yard larger. 

18.030. You think tho space insufficient at present P — 
I thmk in certain times of , tho yoar there is nn overplus 
qnantily of hay, and we oannot weigh it in the market. 

18.031. Are the weighing oppliances — ^tho hoam and 
scales, weighbridge and onnoil — ample for the trade of 
the town P-^I think so. 

18.032. You have never heard any complamts of 
undue delay in weighing the different commoditiM P — 
No. There were never any complaints made to mo, and 
if there wore I should at onoo attend to them. I may 
explain two things. First and foremost about the small 
stalls : it was the resident magistrate, Mr. Meldou, 
made the order that thw he removed ofi‘ the streets as 
they were obstructing the street, end then he asked me 
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to put up sheds to oonveuionee tho pcoplo, luid 1 ptii up 
shedding there and let them at a small rent. 

18.033. These ore the stalls Mr. Caldwell says arc let 
for Zd. a week P— Yes. In reference to the pig feirs 
held in the town, they are the gi-eatest possible nui- 
sance. I toink they should be all carried down to tho 
fair greeu, and then there would he no annoyance or 
iuju^ to the flags, but tboio is a strong feeling iu the 
town against removing them off the streets, it would 
be for better for the town if they were removed. 

18.034. Is it the trading element would object to 
their removal off the streets P— I think all the public- 
house keepers would ulyeot, they want to keep them on 
the streets to have the peo])lo neai- the shops. 

18,035- I suppose for trade purposes they would put 
up with any inoGuvonienco caused by the ohstruebiou ? 
—Yes. Li i’liot tho incoiivoniuncc is so gimt that tho 
streets nvo completely blocked, und tiufllo hhickccl, and 
the town comniissioners then niTangcd with the oou- 
stabnlory and some action was taken, and then it was a 
good deal bettor. If they kept clear of the footpaths it 
would not be so inconvenient. 

18,038. Ih this weighbridge erected capable of weigh- 
ing cattle P — There is a cattle weighbridge specially 
erected in the fair gi*een. There ore two different 
weighing machines : there is one for weighing hay in 
the townhall yard, and the other one was put up accord- 
ing to the Act of Parliament in the fair green. 

18.037. \Yhab was the amount expended in the sec- 
tion of that P — I suppose about 251. 

18.038. How many head of cattle can yon weigh at 
tho same time on itP — Only oue; and my private 
opinion is that it is never used. 

18.039. Never used? — Never used, and, probably, 
never will. 

18.040. Supposing a head of cattle was sold and 
weighed, you charge 6d. on the sdic and the ordinary 
2d. for weighing P — ^Whatever our legal rights would 
be. 

18.041. Have you ever claimed any rights to this 
butter market tlnat bos, I believe, oecn established 
bare P — We get the fixed rent for the building. We get 
nothing else. 

18.042. From whom ? — I'rom Mr. Oowper Chadwick. 

18,048. You have the building let to him ? — ^Yes, at 

521. a year. 

18.044. Where is this butter market bouse, la it 
convenient to the ordinary market yardP — No, it is 
separate. It is a detached loi'ge building, over near the 
church. Mr. Chadwick woe appointed by the magis- 
trates as butter weigbmaster for the county. 

18.045. Who was it built tho bouse ? — There was a 
house built by tho original weighiuaater here. Mr. 
Smith Bany and tho weighmaster entered into a com- 
pact, and Mr. Barry built the houso. 

18.046. Have you suggestions or observations to offer 
on the subject of the inquiry P — Not the slightest. 

18.047. Any suggestions to make as to what you 
thiTilc would be for the bettor working of them P — 1 
think the town oommissioners should get it up. They 
would not work it better than now. At the same time, 
I think it is very much better for local bodira to have 
control in these things. 'V^en they have control of 
tho town they should have control of the markets and 
fairs of the town, and they will have no one to blame 
but themsolvea if they do not work them properly. 

18.048. Cross-examined by Mr. Frewen : What means 
have you of checking the tolls that are collected P — 
Practically, no means. Wo rely on the honesty of the 
collectors. We piok out the best men and put several 
of them together. 

18.049. Do yon keep some men on always F — A cer- 
tain number of men are always in our own permanent 
employment, but according as wo want men we send 
for help. 

18.050. Some men from your own employment?— 
Certain men fbom our own employment. 

18.051. These are your workmen P — Yes. 

18.052. Do you employ any person to keep order at 
theikirs ond markets held m the town? — There is a 
weighmaster there. 

18.053. That is with reference to tho general market. 
I am speaking with reference to t^ pig market held in 


tho street, whore you say there is a great deal of dis- 
order. Do you appoint u man? — We have no control 
over it. 

18,054. You never appoint men to keep order? — No. 

It would be useless. 

18,065. Are you aware that the town conimissienova 
have two of their town sergeants employed during this 
market to keep order ? — I say it would be very much 
better for tho town if the pig markets were removed 
out of the streets into the fair green. 

18.056. Do you remember the fairs to be held in tho 
streets of the town P— Not in my time. 

18.057. Have you beard itP — I heard they were. 

18.058. Can you give mo any idea when they were 
removed to the green?— No. It wos all Insfore my 
time. 

18.059. How long aro you here p — About lb years. 

18.060. Cau you toll us anything about what the fiiiv 
green was before tho faira were removed there ?— Theio 
were houses I know there. 

18,063 . Do you know that a large portion of it was q 
commonage F — I do not, I know the bouses were uu u 
lot of it. There were a lob of tumble-down cobtugos 
on it. 

18.062. Wero there gates erected some time ago 
leading into the green ? — ^Ycs. I think there were, I 
think .Mr. Bui'ke asked me to put them np. 

18.063. Do you remember at that time some poraoti 
going and breaking down the gates and claiming n 
right through the place P — There is a right of jmssago 
across the fair green, and they disputed Burke's right 
to lock the gates. 

18.064. Have the gates been sustained there since P — 
No. 

18.065. Wore the gates taken down after thatP — I 
think so. 1 do not exactly I'einember tho exact cntise 
for taking down the gates. There is a uommoimgo 
right — a right of way — to the boosos at the otheu' side. 

18.066. Who owns the boases at the other side? — 
They holoug to Erasmus Smith. 

18.067. They are at tho other side of the fair greon P 
—Yes. 

18.068. (T}ie A£sieiant Oommieaioner.) This right you 
refer to is it a private right to tho individu^ who 
inhabit the houses or a pAlic right P — It is a right to 
the individuals at the other side. It would be an 
improvement to tho fair green if it was modo like tho 
Middleton fair green, wito pens. 

18.069. Havo you any pens there for tho accommoda- 
tion of the buyers P — I had to put up pens for bolding 
pigs. 

18.070. You have no pens for holding cattle?— No. 
That would bo a very great advantage. If I was suro 
the people would appreciate it I would be very glad to 
put them up. 

18.071. Mr. Frowen’s cross-examination continued:— 
Is not there a great deal of mud and things liko tb»t 
remaini^ after the fkirs, particularly in the winter 
time? — iTsuppOBe there is a good deal of mud. 

18.072. Do you ever clear off that P — I always give 
directions to the clerk of works to have it cleared 
before the fairs. 

18.073. I mean after the fairs do you cloou the phico P 
— I do not think 1 do. 

18.074. The fair green adjoins the road leading from 
the j^way to the town ? — Yea. It used to be vorj bml 
and I got the green drained. 

18.075. I believe there was a footpath put down at 
the expense of the county P — ^It has notlning to say to 
the fairs. 

18.076. Is notit alongthe wall of the fair green. It is 
the approach to the railway andwasnot thatputdowu by 
reasem of the great dirt mm the fairs being held on tho 
green? — It was put there for the purpose of developing 
trade. It is the main approach to the railway. 

18.077. Do not you thiok that moat of the dirt uuil 
mud that accumulates is caused by fbirs being hold 
in the fair green?— No. I do not think so. X do not 

there is cmy mud in the fair green. 

18.078. Do you think the fair causes any mud? If 

tho cattle stopped in the fair greon there would be no 
mud on the road. 
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18.07&. Do not many of tho cattle be on the road P— 
Very oi^n. 

18.080. And on fair days ie not the rond blocked with 
cattle ? — Yes. 

18.081. After all that do you say the hol(^g of fairs 
does not cause any mudP — I do not say it does not 
cause mndi but if the cattle were forced to go into tb 
fair green it would not. 

18 082. But u it stands at presem it causes mndP — 
Tes. 

18.083. Do yon know, as a matter of fact, that some 
of the curbstones on the side-walk were broken by the 
cattle F— X never beard that. 

18.084. Do yon ever take tmy trouble to inquire P— 
If ever. 

18.085. Did yon look at them to see if they were 
broken?— Never. 

18.086. Ton do nothing except to collect the tolls P — 
No. I pass by every (by and never look at it. It 
must be a very small damage, but the town commis- 
sioners can get rid of ttat if they insist on having the 
cattio go into ihe fair green. 

18.087. Are you aware that carts when pigs arc 
brought in them on fair days arc charged a toll of 6d. 
coming in for the stand of the cart ?— I never heard it. 

18.088. Would yon be surprised tn hear it P— I do not 
know mneh about it. 

18,080. It could occur without your knowledge P— 
Tes, without my personal knowledge. 

18.090. {By the Ataiaiant Conv»aaii»ieT.) Ton have 
storage for pigs in the fair gieon? — Tes; yards for 
them aricT they arc bought. 

18.091. Do yon levy any additional charge for such 
storage P — Wo do. 

18.092. What is it P — A pminy each pig. 

18.093. Is that in addition to tho other charge P — It 
is in addition to the 2d. each charged. These places 
are used by the pig buyers to put their pigs in before 
they are sent by tram, 

18.094. F<xr the period they occupy the place as 
storage for their pigs you charge a penny however 
long or short it might he P— Tee. 

18.095. Have you any storage in the market yard f(3r 
potatoes? — No. 

18,006. Have yon ever head complaints of the want 
of storage? — ^1 have not. 

Kr. Micwm. Btak examined. 

18.097. You represent Mr. Ohadwick P— Tes. 

18.098. Is he butter master in Tipperary P — Ho is 
weighmaster. 

18.099. Who appointed him P — The magistrates of the 
county under an Act of Farliament. 

18.100. WhenP — ^Abont 20 or SO years ago. I thi nk 
in 1865 ha was appointed. 

1 8.101 . Mr. Chadwick could not attend here P — He is 
in Dublin to-day. 

18.102. Did he tell yon to attend P — ^He did. 

18,103-5. I snppo^ any answers yon give to any 

questions I put ho will agree to them P— Tes. 

18.106. 1 believe he is paying for this batter house 
521. a year? — Tes. 

18.107. Has he to pay rat^ and taxes P — All rates 
and taxes. 

18.108. In addition to the rant P — Tes. 

18,100. What do they amount to in the year on an 
average P— About six or eight pounds. 

18.110. He boa only the premises P — Only the weigh- 
house and yard adjoining. 

18.111. Has he shelter accommodation there for the 
butter P — Yes. 

18.112. Would you kindly mention to me who be has 
in his employment to manage this P— I manage it for 
him, and vre have a man to weigh the butter. 

18.113. What is his name P — Fatriok Heane, and two 
coopers named Hefferman and English. 

18.114. Who else ? — Four porters. 

18.115. What are their duties P — To hand the batter 
up to the butter scales and about the house. 


18.116. To assist the coopers and woighmoster? 

Tes, and the sellers and to arrange ihe batter for the 
bnyors. 

18.117. Is there anybody elsop — Mr. Chadwick 
delivers the butter to the merchants’ stores. 

18.118. That is when it is bought P — Tea. 

18,110. Is it to tho private morohants in town? — Tes. 

18.120. To all buyers P—Tos. 

18.121. Docs bo lovy any charge for that delivery P — 
Tho logoi charge is 'id. a tirkin, and ho puts on a penny 
for doing all the work I told you. 

18.122. That is 3d. altogether on each firkin? — Tos. 

18.123. Then it is coopered, wingbcd, and delivered 
for 3d. P— Yes. 

18.124. Supposing merchants have their own carts, 
and wish to delivor themselvos does he charge tho 3d. P 
— The merchants have no carts, they only ask him as a 
favonr to do it, and ho docs it. Tho sellers used to 
deliver it, and (hero was some confusion and tiien the 
merchants got Mr. Ohadurick to agree to tho delivery 
gratis, and he does that. 

18.125. When he did not delivor the butter to the 
merchants' stores did bo still charges the 3d. P — I think 
einoe he was appointed he delivered the butter at least 
while I am with him, and that is for the lost 20 years. 

18.126. What scales has he orectod there P — A beam 
and Boaies. 

18.127. Only one P — Tos. 

18.128. Is that sufiBciont for tho trade P — Qnite 
enough. 

18.129. Do yon over keep any record of the number 
of firkins brought hero P — Always. 

18.130. Have you got any particulars of them here P 
—I ^vo. 

18,181. Conldyon toU me tho average number that 
comes in on marlcet day or do they come every day in 
the week ? — Tes. 

18.132. So, practically, the butter market is every 
day P — It is a (iaily market. 

18.133. Whatie the average number weekly? — About 

2.000 firkins ; sometimes more or lees. 

18.134. Are they always bronght in firkins P — 
firkins. 

18.135. Lnmp butter is nob brought inP — Lump 
butter is brought in, but sold in the streets. 

18.136. Is it exposed for sale in the street? — L have 
nothing to do with that. 

18.137. Ton get no charge P — ^No. 

18.138. Did Mr. Chadwick over bvko any prooeodings 
to remove the Icmp butter into his place P — ^Not the 
elightest. He never looked after it at all. 

18.139. Is he of opinion he has any right to do so P — I 
think not. • 

18,14b. Are these two coopers able to cooper all the 
firkins bronght in P — They are. 

18.141. How many would bo brought in on an 
ordinary day P — Over 1,000 firkins the best day, but not 
very often. 

18.142. Would those two coopers be able to cooper a 

1.000 firkins in sufficient time? — If the market was 
large we would employ one or two more if wo wanted 
them. 

18.143. Would tho one weigh-master be able to weigh 

1,000 ^kins P — Tea. 

18.144. Would not that cause undue delay P — We com- 
mence early and our system is very practical. 

18.145. What time does the market commenoo P — ^We 
begin to weigh and cooper the batter about cdx o'clock. 
The bntter is in at seven or eight in the morning. 

18.146. Is the butta sold, or a oontraot entered into 
between the buyer and seller previous to its being 
coopered and weighed? — As a rule most of it is 
coopered and weighed before it is bought, but anything 
that comcB into tlio market a^cr 10 o'clock is not. Ai 
10 the merchanta commonce to buy, end uiy that ia not 
weighed before that is bought by the merenante before 
being weighed. 

18.147. Have yon any tasters employed ? — No. 

18.148. The buyera have to taste the batter them- 
selves P— Tea. 


Pnnlcd image digiused by die Univcrsiiy orSouLhanipton Libraiy DigiUsalioii Umi 
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



53 


18, Ud* Hara yott over beard complainta by the 
pnblic that no tasters wore employed by Mr. ObadwickP 
—No, I bare not. We had some tasters some time ago 
and they complained of them. 

18,150. Do your coorars completely drain the firkins 
before Treiphing them r— As a rule they generally do. 

18,15!. Do they take the butter out of the firkin P — If 
they iras|iect any water in the firkin they take it ont. 
All tbo drkins are turned up and the hoops loosened 
and after they do that if there is no water, they never 
striji the firkins, but tboy strip several of thorn to 
asccitaia the tare. 

18.152. Then, as to the quality of the butter, the 
buyer himaelf baa to rely on hia own knowledge P — Ho 
lias ; it is a very open market. 

18.153. How do you pay the coopers P — One gets II. 
a week and tho otbor 1&. 

You have the two permanently employed? — 
All arc permanently employed that I have mentioned. 

18,165. Can you tell me what Mr. Chadwick's ex- 
penses nvo P — About 4001. he spends in the market. 

18,150. Could you segregate that amount in order 
to give each item ? — I get 801. a year ; the two coopers 
II. a week and 18«. ; four men 6s. each week. 

18.157. What is Mr. Keane paid P — tkink 351. a 
year ; it may be a little more. Then the rent is 521., 
and the rates or taxes 61. or 81. There is 701. a year 
for the delivery of the ^tter. 

18.158. These are not hia own curts that are used?*— 
No ; it is a contract he has entered into. 

18.159. Anything else P — No. 

18.160. Have you got weigh tickets P — We have. 

18.161. Printed forms P — ^Yes. 

18. 162. Have you any of them here P — No, but I. can 
get them in a few miimtes. 

18.163. On that ticket do yon put the gross weight of 
the firkin P — Yes, the gross wei^t and tare. 

18.164. Do you ostimato the tare of the firkin? — ^Yes. 

18.165. You never actually weigh it ? — We do very 
often. 

18.166. I suppose that is in case of dispute ? — When 
there is a doubt we weigh it. 

18.167. Did yon ever when yon were estimating the 
tare of the firkins Imow of any frauds being committed 
in selling lighter firkins P — They very often would, and 
it is because we watch them closely they bring them 
right. 

18.168. Supposing yon do actually ascertain the tare, 
do yon charge anything additional ? —No ; 3<2. is the 
only charge. 

18.169. And never less than 3d. P — ^Never less than 
3cl. 

18.170. Whether yon deliver it or notP — It is always 
delivered, as a mlc. 

18.171. But if such a case arose that a man took it 
himself P — Let him deliver it. 

18.172. Still you would seek foryour 3d. P — He would 
have the 3d. paid. 

18.173. Is it in return for the ticket he pays the 3d. P 
— deliver the butter then. 

18.174. Have you ever heard any complaints of in- 
accnracy in the scales for weighing tho butter? — Some 
people very often grumble a little ; but, on the whole, 
it is very fair. Soma merohanta here can tell you. 

18.175. Do you ever chalk the firkin P — ^Yes, I always 
mark it. 

18.176. Is that the gross we^htP — The gross weight 
and tare. When they strip it it is marked. 

18.177. Tho cooper marks the tare ? — Yes. Tho 
cooper from his knowledge of tiie firkins estimates the 
tare and chalks it, although he does not know the 
actual weight ; be is almost sore of the weight, hut if 
he is in doubt he will strip it. 

18.178. Strip it completely P — Yes. 

18.179. Have yon ever heard tiiat the chalk marks 
Were altered P — ITiey would have no occasion to alter 
them. 

18.180. When a buyer buys a firkin, does he always 
require to see the tioketP — It is by the ticket he buys. 
The seller holds the ticket in his hand ; he (the hnyW) 
makes up the ticket and pays accordingly. 


18.181. Do you keep a block of the ticldtp — ^Yes. 

18.182. Do you enter them in a book ? — Yes. 

18.183. When was this butter market established 
first?— It is a very old market. 

18.184. It has always been independent of tbe other 
mu'kets P— Always, as far as I conld bear. 

18.185. From what districts is the butter brought 
hcreP— ISvvry district around here for 10 or 15 miles, 
and 20 miles in many cases, but, as a rule, 10 or 15. 

18.186. Aju there any extra facilities ofiered by tbe 
railway companies to tbo farmers in the surrounding 
county districta to bring the butter to Tipperary P — 
They give cheap r.vtca on tbe Waterford and Limerick 
Railway, 

18.187. Is that to bring the butter here ? — To bring 
tlie butter and tho seller. 

18.188. Is it cheaper than the ordinary rate P — It ia. 
18,189-90. Do any Limerick producers send butter 

here P — A largo number of them. 

18.191. In preference to sending it to Limerick? — 
They bring it here from very near Limerick. 

18.192. Docs Cork butter ever come? — We get some, 
but not much though. A small quantity comes ft-om 
that direction. 

18.193. That is, I suppose, because it is a nearer 
market than the Cork market P — No ; there are nearer 
markets, but this ia a good butter market. 

18.194. Do you over ascertain wbat prices the buyers 
pay for the dificrent classes of butter ? — Aiway's. 

18.195. Do you keep any account of it?— I do. I 
send a report of tho prices to the papers. 

18.196. You do not keep any permanent form offici- 
ally? — I do. I very often take a note of it and send it 
away. You get them daily in the Freeimn or Irish 
Times. 

18.197. And these prices ore returned officially by 
you P — Yes, officially and as correctly as I con. 

18.198. You think they axe pretty accurate ? — Yea, as 
near as I oan go. 

18.199. There is nothing put on in order to induce 
sellers to come P — I never put on a price that was not 
paid to my knowledge. 

18.200. Then you smte that those returns made pe- 
riodically by you ore aoourate leturns of the prices 
obtained for batter in the Tipperary market ? — They 
axe. 

18.201. Have you storage accommodation? — We 
do not require any. Ine butter is sold daily. There 
may be a firkin or two unsold i that is removed by the 
selfer, who takes it away again. 

18.202. Supposing butter was bought in and coopered 
and weighed, but anbsequenbly not sold, if yon give a 
docket yon must get your Sd. r— I must. 

18.203. You never take into calculation whether it is 
sold or not? — Very often we would, but, as a rule, 
we do charge. 

18.204. Has a case of that occurred? — It has, where 
I did not charge. 

16.205. That is, I suppose, you returned tbe money 
previously obtained P — No, but I did not get tho 
money ; be did not come for his ticket. 

18.026. When the weight is ascertained do not they 
take the ticket P — They take the ticket niter tbe butter 
is weighed. 

18.207. You will not give tho ticket without the 
money P — No ; but these people who do not sell would 
not have it weighed at all Sometimes it might bo 
weighed after the market ia over, and then there would 
be no necessity for getting a ticket. 

18.208. Supposing s man came in, and you were 
unable to - complete coopering and weighing the batter 
before 10 o'clock, and the buyers were buying the 
butter that had nut been weighed, then, in uiat c^e, 
tho butter would be actually sold before it is weighad P 
— It would. 

18.209. Do not cases frequently occur where tbe 
butter is weighed before it is sold? — That is the rule, 
generally. 

18.210. Suppoaina it is coopered and weighed, and 
the ticket obtained before 10 o’clock, you gel ycur 3d. P 
—Yes. 

G3 
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18^11. SuppoBing that mail does not sell his firkin 
dtiriog the oay, ■will he come to you and demand a 
return of the 3d. P — ^He will not, and he never came. 

18,212. In that case for weighing and coopering of 
the butter yon get your charge although subsequently 
it is not sold P— It is a very trifling thing. If I got it I 
would give it to a man. 

18,218. Would you say that 90 por cent, of the firkins 
brought here are sold? — I would, and 95 per cent. 
There might be two or three firkins left after a day. It 
is such a trifling thing it is not worth talking about. 

18.214. Have yon miy accommodation there in the 
market P — Wc have a fine weigh-bonse. 

18.215. Is that sufficient to aocommodatc all the fir- 
kins P — ^It is. Over a thousand firkins con be bought 
and sold thero. 

18.216. The firkins are never exposed for sale in the 
open yard? — ^Not at the butter market. 

18.217. Of course the lumps are exposed elsewhere in 
the town P — They are sold on the streets. 

18.218. Are they esqMSed standing in the street ? — 
Standing in the street. If they wish to take it to the 
lioiises they can sell the butter, but, as a rule, they 
stand in t&e street, and the people go and buy these 
from them. 

18.219. Mr. Townsend amtit. I just wish to mention 
that Mr. Barry has spent 1,0001. in erecting this butter 
house. 

18.220. I presume Mr. Barry is 'the owner in fee of 
the place we have mentioned? — Yes.. 

18.221. {To Tr«nc««.) Do yon know what are Mr. 
Chadwick's gross receipts in the year? — think about 
4701. a year is the net profit. I made up a calcolatioa 
for 10 years. 

18.222. Could yon give me that return ? — ^Yes. 

18.223. The witness then banded in ttie return, of 
which the following is a copy, but it is not to be taken 
as a atatement of the mantity of bntter bionght to 
Tipperary but only of the quantity brought to 
Mr. Chadwick's market. There are private stores in 
the town, and the total quantity brought to them is 
estimated to equal the quantity as under 



No. of Firkins. 

£ t. 

d. 

1877 - 

- 75.433 - 

942 18 

8 

1878 - 

- 80,122 - 

• 1.001 10 


1879 - 

- 76,272 - 

953 8 

3 

1880 • 

- 70,853 - 

885 13 


1881 - 

- 75,232 - 

- 940 8 

0 

1882 - 

- 72,512 - 

906 8 

0 

1883 . 

. 71,919 . 

- 898 19 

9 

1884 - 

- 65,464 - 

- 818 6 

0 

1885 • 

- 65,304 - 

- 816 6 

0 

1886 - 

- 65,016 - 

812 14 


1887 . 

- 48,122 . 

601 10 

6 

Average 

766,249 
- 69,659 - 

• 870 14 

9 

Average expenses 

- 400 14 

9 



470 0 

0 


Tipperary But'ter Market. 


18,223a. Crosa-eiamined by Mr. h'rewen Mr. Barry 
has no claim on the market except merely the rent 
of the house? — ^Ho. 

18.224. Is not he the owner of the eoil on whibh the 
market is huilt ? — ^Yes. 

18.225. How Mr. Chadwick is the owner of the 
market P — ^Yes. 

18.226. He is a private individual P— He is. 

18.227. How far does he live from Tipperary P— Throe 
or four' miles. 

18.228. And the'netrevonno goes to hisownuse P Yes. 

18.229. He has been appointed by the magistrates of 
the district P — Of the county. 

18,230-1. How long is Mr. Chadwick owner of the 
place P — In 1365 I think he was appointed. 

18,232. He invested no capital P— Ho j he did not. 
At the lame he was appointed there was a dispute. I 


think he had. to pnrobaso a weigbmastcr's right or 
interest, add did lose some money. 

18.233. It ■was a very nominal thing to get his good- 
will P — I think 80 . 

18.234. Mr. Chadwick has no property in this towii P 
—Ho. 

18.235. Or connected with it in any way P — He is a 
scighbonring gentlomau. 

18.236. The only connexion is that be lives -within 
four or five miles of the town P — ^Yes, the sanio as any 
other gentleman. 

18.237. Yon have never heard that Mr. Chadwick on 
any occasion expended any of the money lie received 
fur the benefit of the town P — I think he is very liberal. 

18.238. You mean bo gives a subscription to a collec- 
tion the sumo as anybody elso P— I find him a generous 
and liberal man. 

18.239. Yon never knew ho appropriated auy part of 
the tolls he collected for tbo benefit of any works in the 
town, or anything of that kind? — I think he wo^d 
contribute towards a collection about the town for 
charity or anything else. 

18.240. "W^onld yon say ho does not apply any portion 
of the profits be receives except to give a personal 
subscription to a oollection P — Yes. 1 do not know auy 
works he conld give money to. 

18,241-2. In the streets of tho town where this butter 
is brought is not there a groat tUoroagbraro during 
times, and is not the town sergeant reqnirod to keep 
order? — We keep order ourselves. 

18,243. Have not the town oommissioners to clean tlio 
streett P — Yee. 

18,2'44. Mr. Chadwick does not contribute anything 
toward that ? — He pays the rates. 

18.245. You have a huttw market every day P — Yes. 

18.246. All the year round P — ^Yes. 

18.247. It has always been held eveiy day? — YcS. 

18.248. Ho special days are allotted off P — On holidays 
or Sundays no business is done. 

18,2-i9. The witness then produced a notice, of which 
the following is a copy : — 

Tiffgaani Birmia Maseet, 

Notice to Coopers. 

After this date the names of the oooporswhose firkins 
are found not made oocording to the printed directions, 
will be posted up in tbo market-house. 

By Order. 

(The following rules and regulations are posted up in 
the bntter market-place, for the observance of IhoBo 
frequenting the market.) 

Tippesabt Bdtter MiHKBr. — Incorporated under 
52 Qeo. 3. c. 134. 

Bi/sZous. 

The market opens at 6 ajn., and tho buying com- 
mences at 10 a.m. 

Eacb lot of butter shall bo u-umbered and ■weighed 
according as it arrives in market. 

All butter^ shall be bought and sold subjoot to tho 
standard weight of 8 qrs. 14 lbs. taro, and oveiy pound 
over or ■under tho standard (as the case may be) shall 
be paid tor, -or deducted aooording to the published 
scale. 

A toll of 3d. ahaU'be paid for each and every firkin in 
market. 

The weight and tare of oaoh firkin shall he asoer- 
tained by the officers of the weigh-bonse, and a ticket 
of same given to the seller. 

Ho person shall bay or soli batter before tbo ap- 
pointed hour, 10 o'clock. 

The weighmaster delrvera the butter free at tho mer- 
chants’ stores, pays porterage and all other morkot 
expenses; it is therefore particularly requested that no 
money vtill be given to any of the employes of tho 
market, as any of__tham discovered asking or receiving 
gratmties will be instantly dismissed.' 

Smoking strictly prohibited while the bosiuesa of the 
market is omng transaoted. 
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An y person giving aonoyanoo, intermpting boaiaess, 
or violating any of the byelaws or rules of the market 
will bo romoyed therefrom. 

By Order, 

B. Coopza Chadwick, 

Weiglmaeter. 

Titt bsar y Bottee Mahket. 

I7iC follotoing Seals viay le need i» paying for over 
or dc(hteting for unda’ the Standard Weight of 
3 jrs. H ftfl. Tots ; — 


s. 

d. 




8 . d. 

At <ia 

0 per 

fir kill 



0 7 per pound 
0 8 
0 9 

!! 53 

6 

” 



„ 58 

6 




0 10 

64 

0 




0 11 

„ 70 

0 

„ 



1 0 

„ 76 

0 

„ 



11 

» 81 

6 




12 

„ 87 

6 




1 s 

98 

6 




14 

99 

0 




16 „ 

„ 105 

0 




16 

,i 111 

0 




17 


Tipperauy BuTTEn Mahket. 

Seals showing the Prieeper 56 I6s. at any given 

2 >riea j«r 70 lbs. I’xrkin. 


8 . d. 




8. d. 


At 40 0 per 

firkin 


- 

32 0 per keg. 

„ 41 0 

,, 


. 

32 10 


., 42 0 

,, 



33 7 


42 6 




34 0 


„ 43 0 




34 5 


„ 44 0 

,, 



35 2 


„ 45 0 

„ 



36 0 


„ 46 0 

,, 



36 10 


„ 47 0 

,, 



37 7 


.. 47 6 

,, 



38 0 


M 48 0 

,, 



38 5 


49 0 




39 2 


„ 50 0 

,, 



40 0 


M 51 0 

,, 



40 10 


„ 52 0 

„ 



41 7 


„ 52 6 




42 0 


„ 63 0 




42 5 


,. 54 0 

,, 



43 - 2 


„ 55 0 

„ , 



44 0 


„ 56 0 




44 10 


., 57 0 




45 7 


„ 57 6 




46 0 


,. 58 0 




46 5 


„ 59 0 




47 2 


„ 60 0 




48 0 


61 0 




48 10 


.. 62 0 




49 7 


„ 62 6 




50 0 


„ 63 0 

,, 



50 S 


64 0 




51 2 


65 0 




52 0 


„ 66 0 




52 10 


» 6" 0 




68 7 


„ 67 6 




54 0 


.> 68 0 




54 5 


69 0 




55 2 


» 70 0 




56 0 


.. 71 0 

II 



66 10 


» 72 0 

II 



67 7 


„ 72 6 




58 0 


73 0 




58 6 


» 74 0 




59 2 


>. 75 0 




60 0 


76 0 




60 10 


t, 77 0 




61 7 


77 6 




62 0 


.. 78 0 




62 5 


79 0 




63 2 


80 0 




64 0 


81 0 




64 10 


83 0 

,, 



65 7 


82 6 




66 0 


„ 83 0 ' 




66 5 


.. 84 0 




67 2 


.. 85 0 




68 0 


,. 86 0 




68 10 


,, 87 0 




89 7 


.. 87 6 



_ 

70 0 


„ 88 0 

„ 


- 

70 & 

II 


8. 

d. 




8. d. 

89 

0 per firkin 



71 2 per keg. 

90 

0 




72 0 „ 

91 

0 




72 10 

92 

0 




73 7 

92 

6 




74 0 „ 

93 

0 




74 5 

94 

0 




75 2 „ 

95 

0 




76 0 

96 

0 




76 10 „ 

97 

0 




77 7 „ 

97 

6 

,, 



78 0 „ 

98 

0 




78 5 „ 

99 

0 




79 2 

100 

0 

1. 



80 0 „ 


*•* Bote. — T he keg ahonld be sold os if it were a 
falUsized firkin, and the relative valne afterwards made 
out 08 in the above scale. 


Mr. MuLquzBM examined. 

18.250. Bo yon '.know how long the markets have 
been held on Thursday P — Since I came to the place. 

18.251. How long ago is that P — About 16 years only 
I am connected wi& me place. 

18.252. Supposing a farmer brought in a load of 
potatoes and weighted them at your scales, he would 
nave to pay Id. per sackP — Tes. 

18.253. Supposing he sold them to another man in 
the market place, ^o subsequently retailod them, and 
weighed them over again, would ho have to pay a 
charge P — ^No. 

18.254. You do not charge retailers P — ^No. 

18.255. As a matter of fact, do people retail in the 
market place P — Oertmnly. We have IS stalls let to 
women. 

18.256. Have they only to pay 3d. a week P — Yos. 

18.257. Do yon supply scales in the stalls P — Thera is 
a small scales. 

18,268. For them ? — ^Yes. 

18.259. One in each stall? — ^No. 

18.260. How many have yon altogether P — Only one. 

18.261. They all have the nse of this P — ^Yes. 

18.262. During the season when the new potatoes 
come in do they sell them by meaBoro ? — They do not. 

18.263. They have alArays to be weighed? — Yes. 

18.264. At any portion of the year P — Yes. 

18.265. Cross-examined by Mr. Frewen; — ^Are pota- 
toes sometimes carried to the market on which fees ore 
coUeoted, although not sold P — ^Many of them go out on 
the pretence that they have not sold for the purpose of 
weighing outside and saving the penny, 

18.266. Although you do not weigh you charge P — I 
demand it. I say, if you wish to get th^ weighed, go 
over gjid get them weighed, and 1 will mark them mr 
yon. 1 havo detected them going out on the pretence 
they had not sold in order to save the penny to go and 
sell ontside. 

18.267. Then they have'an objection to pay the penny P 
—.1 do not know what is th^ objection, out 1 am giving 
yon facta. 

Mr. Jebzuub Dawsoh, Town Clerk, examined. 

18.268. Ton are the town clerk of 'Kpperary ?— -Tes. 

18.269. When were the oonumsaioners established 
here P — ^IJuder^e 9th of Qeorge the Fourth, a long time 
previous to 1816 ; but the Towns Improvement Act was 
introduced in December 1875, and it came into opera- 
tion on the 1st January 1876. 

18.270. What duties or powers havo they taken upon 
themselves to execute? Are they the sanitary autho- 
rity P— No, not by law. When they commenced liey 
used to do all the cleaning of the streets, but they found 
out it was too expensive, and latterly they require the 
grand jury to clean the central roadways, but they 
employ men and a cart to clean tbe channels and lane- 
ways, and they cart tbe manure to a dep6t &ey have at 
the end of the town. 

18.271. Did yon place the schednle of queries for- 
ward to yon before the oonunisiaonersP — They were 
all considered at a special meeting of the commissioners 
spemaliy called on last Monday. 

G 4 
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18.272. a body did they give yoE any i^traotionB 
to answer the qaestiou as to whether they think it (W- 
sirahle to obtain compnlaoig powers to a^mre toe 
rights of Mr. Chadwick and Mr. Barry P-fxeB j they 
consider the application of the present tolls is entirely 
opposed to the public good, a misappropriation, and 
doti-imental to the public good. They would reasonably 
consider what wonld be just and equitable so far as Mr. 
Smith Barry would be roucerned. 

18.273. Supposing they obtained such compulsory 
iwwen, wouid they contemplate the continuance of a 
toll, or wonld they be induced to abolish tolls alto- 
gother? — With regard to abolishing the tolls I do not 
tnlnk thoy would entertain that matter. There might 
bo a redncLion, certainly there would be no increase ; 
bat even if things remained as they are the revenue 
that would be derived from the profits of toe tolls at 
tho pig market, cattle fairs, and butter markets would 
far and. away exceed the present i-evenuo. 

18.274. It is purely for the pui-pose of increasing 
their revenue they would wish to obtain these rights 7 
—Purely for the purpose of reducing taxation and doing 
more good than at present is done. 

18,271). Have they considered if they obtained such 
compnlsory powers that itwonld be better to work them 
theoiaelvcs by officers appointed by tocm than to sublet 
them Lo on individual P— I do not thing for a moment 
they considered sub-lettLug. They wo^fld work them 
energetically tbemselvee. 

18.276. do they think their own united efforts 
would tend lo better management and working of the 
markets and fairs than having them in tho hands of an 
individual? — With regard to the present management 
tho complaints are very small, but what we complain 
of most, as a great grievance, U toe sonree to which 
toe profits go. 

18.277. Have toey any complaints to make of the 
maougement of the markets and fairs P — W e have no 
reason to complain but of the dirty state of too atreote. 
We have to turn round and have to see them done at 
the expense of the grand jury. 

18.278. Have yon ever received any contribution to 
that expense? — .^one in toe way of deansing, not n 
penny. 

18.279. Have you miy connexion with the markets or 
fairs as a buyer or seller P — Sometimes I go as a buyer 
and seller and regret it. 

18.280. Have you any knowledge of the surrounding 
country and the farmcre ? — Tes. 


18.281. Bo you toinV the exaction of a toll aote as a 
dotci'rent on people bringing their cattle and oommo* 
ditioB to the market and fairs P— If the town were pro* 
perly managed it would only increase toe importance 
of too fairs. For instance, as regards toe establish' 
ment of a horse fair, if we had capital enough to con* 
tribute towards the promotion of that we could make 
it a success. Six pounds were given as a means of oa> 
cuiiragement by the townspeople, who formed a com* 
mittco, and if we had some few hundred pounds, or a 
thousand, and invite buyers to coma, and give toem a 
free hotel and encourage the fair, toe place is suffi' 
ciently large, and one of the best towns in Ireland. It 
is one calculated to develop trade, that is, with regard 
to the fairs and markets. It is very central, so close to 
the Limerick Junction, and in the centre of a rich 
country — the golden vein. 

18.282. Aro the commissioners as a body in favour 
of the removal of the pig fair off the streets F — Under 
the present management they prefer having them as 
they are. 

18.283. On the streets P — Yen. 


18,284. Although an additional liability is inonrred 
by toem P — They are consulting the interests of tho 
traders in the town. 


18,283. I suppose the town commissioners them. 

selves are, generally speaking, traders of the town? 

They are all-important ones too. 

18.286. Have yon ever heard that any accidents have 
happened from the fact of some of toe cattle being ex- 
posed for sale in the streets?— They are not exposed for 
sale. Th^ would be on the roaaway to the railway 
station, to fact that place is utilised for calves. 

18.287. Is that fair-green in close proximity to the 
business portion of the town or have any complaints 
boon made that it is out of toe way or inconveniently 
situated ? — So far as proximity to the town is concerned 


it is suitable. I think other plaoos wonld be more 
suitable if we could find them, but taking into account 
toe difficulty of finding any other place it is tho beat 
possible one that could oe got. It might be kept cleaner 
in winter time. 

18.288. Is it utilized at all in any way between fairs 
for grazing purposes or otherwise P~ITo. SometimcB 
bottles and stones used to be thrown thoro and broken 
glass. 

18.289. No profit is derivod from tho use of it between 
fairs P — No. 

18.290. It is a commonage P— It is styled a common- 
age in the rate books. 

18.291. Have yon any statomont 3 'ou wish to mokoP — 
With regard to tho butter market in the town I might 
give an extract or copy of a lottor from too minutes and 
it is very important. 

18.292. Mr. Frewen, solicitor for the town oommis- 
sioners said : Fei-mit mo to explain. It appears long 
before there was anything in coniteotion with this com- 
mission aud so far back ns 1884, toe town commia- 
sioners thinking a giievivnoe existed considered toe 
matter with reference to the butter market and also with 
respect to the fairs in the town. They then bad some 
communication with members of ParUament and toe 
resnit of their action at that time appears on the min- 
utes of the commissioners, which the clerk has botore 
him and will read for yon. The commissioners always 
considered that a private person like Mr. Ohadwick 
living four or five miles off and having no intcrcat in 
the to^Tn or any property in tho town having got this 
p^e BO far back as 30 years ago from tho mogistiates 
in pursuance of the Act of Parliament, and that it was 
merely a private gift of that kind ; they considered it 
woa loo bad that tiio town should bo deprived of a pro- 
ft arising from tho morkot oud that all should bo 
centered in tiiis individual. With a view of remedying 
that grievance they entered into negotiations with 
members of Fariiament, and portion is on the minutes. 

18.293. The town clerk then read as follows: — The 
butter market of Ttoperary is, Oork excepted, the 
largest in Ireland, From it is cxpoi-tod from 160,000 
to 160,000 firkins of butter, representing a money value 
of 600,0001. to 700,0001. Of tnis number 60.000 firkins 
are purebased by the merchants at their own private 
stores. The remaining 90,000 to 100,000 firkins puss 
through the public market and bring to the weigh- 
master a net income of 8uOL per year or t^reabouts, 
and had the entire quantity sold in the town posted 
through toe market, aa womd be the cose under tba 
managemont of the town commissionerB, the not profit 
would amount to 1,6501. per year or thereabouts. Tho 
weighmaster was appointed to this office by the county 
magistrates, scarcely one of whom has the slightest 
inteiest in the welfare of tho town by virtue of too 52nd 
of George III. cap. 134, and us this Act, as far as the 
commissioners know, la still in forco, the commissioners 
apprehend that in the event of toe death of the present 
weighmaster the magiatratoa wonld elect {mother, ur in 
case the commissioners putoliaeed the weighmaster's 
interest in toe market, their pxiwer over it would cease 
at his death. It may be proper also to state that should 
the Act referred to above be repealed a claim to tho 
tolls of tho butter market would probably bo modo by 
the local landlord, who is supposoci to hold on appoint- 
ment as general weighmaster under on Aot passed in 
toe reign of Queen Anno. These partioulars arc brought 
under yopr notice in tho hope that during the disoussiun 
of toe bill in committee (that was the Public Health 
Act of 1878} some lucky opportunity may offer by which 
you raoy be able to carry out the views of tho commis- 
sioners and obtain for them control and seem-e for them 
the profits of their own morketo. Should you succeed 
great and permauent benefit will be conferred on tois 
town amd its inhabitants, who must ever ftel you are 
entitled to their lasting gratitndo. 

18,294. To whom was that addressed ? — That is signed 
by me and addressed to Mr. ISdwai'd Dwyer Giay, 
county member. One of tho commissioners, a most 
important butter merchant in Tipperary, and ono of 
the most respectable inhabitants, gave it his undivided 
attention. So far as Mr. Ohadwick himaclf is concerned 
he is a most estimable, nice gentleman, and nobody 
blames. Ho is appointed to take the tolls and he would 
be more than human nature if he did not do that, but 
we must complain of tho etate of the law. 

18,^6. Have yon any other observations to moke, 
Mr. Dawson P — No observations, but the law oa the 
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sabjeci ib u great hardship. It would be a great sonree 
ofprotit if ive had the tolla instead of a little rate of 
lOd. in the £, which comes to 300L a year, and we 
have to liglit and cleanse the town, and keep inspectore 
ont of the niisei'aljle 300Z. a year. Wo liave to do more 
than we can do. If we hod a l.OOOZ. a year beiiween 
the batter weighhonse and tho fairs and markets that 
wonld enable ns to do threo times na much as now, and 
wo wonld bare no taxation. 

18.296. Examined by Mr. Prewon : — It woa stated 
that Mr. Smith Barry is owner in fee of the place in 
which the markets ore held. Bo yon know that 
Mr. Stafford O’Brien owns a portion of the town? — 
Certainly. 

18.297. Do you know from the corner of Church 
Street to the top of.Henry Slreet P — Zos. 

18.298. It is a continuation of the main street P — 
Tes. 

18.299. How much of tho main street would that 
represent P — About a third. 

18.300. The AsaistnutCommisaioner said be need not 
labonr the point, as it was quite sufficient to hare it in 
erideuce that there wero other owners besides Mr. 
Smith Barry in the town. 

18.301. Exominatioii continued by Mr. Prewen : — 
What is the priucipol object of tho Commi^iouers' men 
in cleaning the streets? — There ore carters specially 
appointed. 

18,3ff2. When have they any he-ary dn^' to perform ? 
— After the pig market days, and after toe cattle fairs 
too. 

18.303. Those men arc apwiubed by the commis- 
sioners, and paid by thorn ? — es. 

18.304. What is the entire amount they pay for 
cleaning the etreot P — ^3001. a year. 

18,805. Does It cost that exclusively for cleaning the 
streets after the fairs and markets, or does it include 
everything ? — The men are allocated to other duties. 

18.306. What other duties? — The street inspector- 
ship. 

18.307. But too men who clean the streets, is their 
particular duty to clean them after the markets and 
fairs? — Tes, toe other cleaning between fairs is of a 
triding character. They have to be attended to all tho 
same, and we have to get additional men after toe fairs 
and markets, and more if we oonld afford it. Wo 
should have ^01. a year for cleaning the town. 

18.308. [JSy tlie CommUaionar.) Does the 

manm'c obtained from cleaning the streets after the 
foil's act as an equivalent for any expense you are at P 
— It become reprwuctive to a certain extent. 

18.309. Docs it act os an equivalent — doyousdlitP 
— We get about 502. a }'ear on an average for it, and 
lose about close on 2002. a year. 

18.310. Would you be able to tell me too actual 
additional expouduure occasioned by the fact of the pig 
fairs being hold in tho etreeto ? — ^About 302. I would 
say. 

11.311. On ordinary uccaaious, what ivonld they cost 
each week P — It would not be one-tenth part of that. 

18.312. Then yon say on an average 10s. a day would 
he the additional expenditure ? — Yes, to do the thing 
properly. 

18.313. Cross-examined by Mr. Townsend Sup- 
posing I wanted to clean the streote after the four pig 
fairs tuid lour cattle fairs ivould toe commissioners be 
satisfied to give me the manaro? — You could not be 
expected to get the manure for these four fairs alone. 

18.314. Wonld the commissioners wish instruotiona 
to be given to the constabulary not to allow any cattle 
on the road on fair days between the town and the 
raQwF.y station p — It is more than I can take upon 
myself to say. 

18.315. The town commissioners objected before. 
They stated that they wished to get toe control into 
their own hands, and an arrangement was come to that 
this would be done in refarsnee to the town, and no 
exception was taken? — I know. 

18.316. Do nut yon think that the pig fairs should be 
removed from tho town to the fair green, and that that 
would get rid of the whole complaint about dirting and 
injuriug the streets by having the markets held there P 
— It might lead ns to 1>e poor and decent. We prefer 


to be as wo are, and let every trader have hia chauce. 
Besides, I wish to say toat people who come in tho 
morning early, after being up all night, \vould want a 
place to get a glass of whiskey. 

18.317. A.S I nndvrstnud, yon consider toe con. 
venieneo of a gloss of whiskey, and having toe fairs 
and markets in the streets compensates for the dirt in 
the street P — What I say is that there U a better distri- 
bution of tho trade generally. 

18.318. [The Aaaiaiant CointMaaioner.) I have got 
that out. that toe traders would put np with any incon- 
venience caused by the fairs and markets being held on 
the stroels for trade purposes? — ^Yes. 

18.319. (To IV^iZness.) Have tho mavkots always been 
held on Thursdays and Saturdays P — Thursdays and 
Saturdays aro the recognised market days. 

18.320. Haro they been always held within your 
knuwloilgti P — Yes. 

18.321. And tho four old fairs have always been 
held P — ^Yeg, as far as 1 remember. 

18.322. Ton never remember any loss number than 
four P — Pour is tho number for years post. 

18.323. Did you over hear that tolls were levied on 
any dw's other than these days, and at ihe pig fairs ? — 
No. In 1853 toe now fairs wore established. 

18.324. No tolls were lo^ed at toe new fairs ? — No. 

18.325. Did you ever hear complaints being made of 
the tnllfl P — No. People are so accustomed they do not 
know how to complain. They pay them away. 

18.326. Are retailers over charged in the market? 
Sup])Osing pointoes were lirought in by a [iroducer and 
sold to a letailor, who subaequeutly retailed them, would 
ho bo also charged a toll P— I think so. 

18.327. (By Mr. JPcsweii.) Is thoro on objection to 
tho holding of the fairs on toe days on which they are 
held P— A change wonld be dcsirablo for the new fhirs. 

18,828. What would be too proposed chtmge ? — I do 
not exactly remember. 

18.329. Is too reaeon of too proposed change here 
that toe fairs clash with other lairs P — Oei-tainly, that 
is tho reason. 

18.330. With what fairs P— With the monthly fairs. 

18,381. Where are the fairs held? — In Limerick, 

Cork, Clonmel, Thurles, Charleville, and Nenugh. 
They think the new cattle fairs should be held on tho 
third Friday in each month. 

18,33'2. Is that purely becauso toey clash with other 
fairs P — ^Yes. 

18.333. You think if they were held on tho dates 
suggested more hnyers would attend ?— Tes, and more 
cattle too. 

18.334. That was a resolution passed by toe commis- 
sioners on toe 9th November ISw ?— Tes. 

18.335. Still it is required to be carried out P Yea. 

18.336. Did you over make uny representation to Mr. 
Smith Barry to assist you ?— Yes. I think he is not 
unfriendly to tho change. 

18.337. Do yon remember when the fairs were held 
on toe streets P — No. They were held there about 35 
years ago. 

18.338. They were thou removed to the fair green ? 

Yes. 

18.339. Was there a roadway leading through tho 
fair gi'oen and going out at the other 8ideP--By an 
old inhabitant, I am told, thero was, and several roads 
in toe fair green, and four squares of honses. The 
place was surrounded by houses. As a matter of fact, 
toe rood ran there long after toe railway waa con- 
structed. 

18.340. (By ihe Aaaiatant Conmiasioner.) Was thero 
over an appUcatiou made to the Local Goverument 
Board to u ter toe fair? 

18.341. (Mr. FreiBeti.) I’here were iustmetions oiven 
to me to take the ncoesaarj stops, and the thin»^ to 
consider was the expense. I believe the commisstoners 
felt too poor to undergo all the costs of au inquirv 
which will be held before the sheriff. 

18.342. (The AnUtant Commiaaiotusr.) It can be done 
by applying to the Local Government Board if you 
obtain the consent of the owner. 

18.343. (Jfr. Townaend.) We are quite iuclined to 
join in any change. 


1 SS7S0. 
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Hr. 'WimiM HiBixY exMniaed. 


18 84-1 What oTideuce do you wish to gire?— All the 
butter that is brought to Tipperai-y does not pass 
through Mr. Chadwick’s market place, nor is itcoin- 
palsoiT tor any to pass through it. 

18,3-15. Is some of it brought direct by the farmers 
to the prirate stores ?— Yes, and sold and weighed 


there. 

18,346. Do these prirate merchants lory fmy charge 
at all ?— No chai'ge. 


18.347. But bare these i'amers thoir own particular 
customers or do they go around from one hi another 
cxcry moiuing?— They call at the diiierent stores to 
get the best price. 

18.348. Does any great number of tbsm^ rosort to 
that mode of disposiug of their butter P — It is a system 
that is declining. It was done on a far iwger scale 
[‘ome years ago. 

18.349. IVas it done with the object of evading tho 
8d. charge?— I do not think so. It is the priucipal 
way of disposing of the butter. The butter going to 
tho weighhouso is the esiccptiou. 

18.350. Is the butter the samo tinality as is sold in 
tho market?— Yea. The same people will sell one day 
in the weigh-houso and another day outside. 


18.351. Aid you a butter buyer ?— Yes. 

18.352. What is your own opinion of that practice and 
the opinion of the other hiiyei's, or have you formed any 
opinions as to whether it is a practice that should be 
stopped ?— I think freedom should exist between the 
buyer and seller. 

18.353. Have you an ample opportunity of seeing the 
butter. Of courso it would be necessaiy to store in 
your own private storo and examine the butter ? — Yes. 

18.354. There are no facilities all'orded for tasting the 
butter?— No. There was a public taster, but his 
lasting did not bind tho buyer or seller. It was a mere 
matter of form. 


18,35.5. Do tho buyea'S think it is the best urrauge- 
meut to leave it to themselves? — Yea. In fact, wher- 
ever tasting has been established it has given dissatis- 
faction. It has been abiindoned everywhere except iu 
Cork. 


18,556. It U the seller always who pays the 3<Z. ? — 
Yes. He htis not always charged id. 3iJ. is the legal 
chai'ge, ljut at tho request of the buyers and sellers ho 
agreed to the weighiug, tai-ing, and cooperhig tho 
butter, and delivering it, and then he charged an 
additional Id. 


18,367. Pi-eviouB to that the butter was not coopered ? 
— No, except by the buyer. We found it did not work 
satisfactorily. 

18,3.68. Is the tare of the firkin the only deduction 
from the gross weight? — The only deduction. 

18,359. When you are payiug the farmer, what de- 
duction do you make or do you deduct any charge for 
beamage or the bad state of the butter? — ^N’othing 
whatever. We make no deduction. Everything is on 
the foce or the ticket. 


18,360. Do you deduct auytliing as a luok-penny ? — 
No. 


18,361. In some places thoy deduct Is.? — I know, 
but it has uot been the practice here. Thera are some 
gratuities to the coopers or men in oar employment, 
but we have nothing to do with it, nor do we counten- 
ance it. 

18,363. Would not the proportion of butter sold 
outside greatly depend on the dcmmid ? — Yes. 

18,363. If there is a great demand for butter th,e 
buyers aro anxious to meet the butter on tho streets and 
buy it ? — Yes. 


Mr. Etak re-examined. 


cent, goes to the merchante. I would say at present 
nob 50 per cent., but if you take an average it is about 
that. It may inoreose or diminish. 


Mr. MtciUEij Bukeb, Town CoinmisHioiicr, examined. 

18.367. Examined by Mr. Frewen, as follows What 
have you to say generally with reforonco to tho tolls at 
tho fairs and inarkotB P — What I have to say has been 
ah’oady stated. It has been stated by one of Mr. Smith 
Bariy’s wituossca that be did not clvargo 6d. on a cart 
that couveyK slips (l)oubani.s) on fair and market days, 
although uot sold, i saw two iium going around every 
fair day aud market day through tho creels and saw 
them charging the 6i:Z., aud if a man had not tho fid. he 
would liavo to get it. 

18.368. Tho man would have but a cart of what you 
say, and he would liavo to ]>ay for tho stand of tho cart 
whether ho sold or nob ? — x os. 

18.369. (By the CcrmnisBiifiior.) Is that as thoy enter 
the market place ? — Thoy migbi be thoro an hour or 
two. 

18.370. Have you auytliing fnnher to add P— If this 
was a pig market day, and if a load of slips wore unsold 
and came the next day, bliey would have to pay 6d. more 
for the standing. 

18.371. Arc bonhams brought in on a cattle fair day 
:is well us on the ]iig fail' day? — Thoy are, and if you 
sell them slips oubof that cart, no matter what you got, 
thore is 2d. each charged. Supposing thoro were 10 
slips that would be Is. 8d. iu addition bo tho iid. for the 
standing of the cai*t. 

18.372. Do you kuow that of your own knowledge ? — 
Of my own knowledge. I can swoiir I kuow it for last 
50 years, although it w'a-s stated by Mi*. Smith BaiTy’s 
clerk it was nut done to his knowledge. 

18.373. Do you know that fid. has been paid and sub- 
sequently a payment of 2d. for each pig in tho cart ? — 
Yes. I positively know it is quite true. I was present 
at tho payment repeatedly. Tho men aro placed at tho 
custom gaps, aud then they swear a mock sorb of oath, 
and if they ewear thoy did uot buy they ore let free. 
If they sivour they have bought they have to pay 2d. a 
pjg* 

18.374. Is it not the seller who pays the 6d. chai'go ?— 
It is. 

18,37o. Is it not tho buyer who pays the 2d. charge P 
— Yes. 

18.376. It is not tho ono individual who pays both of 
them ? — No. 

18.377. When the buyer is paying for those pigs does 
he deduct the 2d. he has to pay subsequently from the 
price? — ^Tbat is an arrangement among themselves. 

18.378. That is not the practice? — Thoy generally 
give a small luck-puuuy. 

18.379. Is there any rule regulating tho value of tho 
luck-penny or is it left to tho disiiosition of tho Holler P 
—Yes. You need uot give the buyer anything if you 
wish. 

18.380. You are ono of the town commissioners? — 
Yes. 

18.381. Do yon think it would bo desirable that the 
days on which the new faii-s aro hold ought to ho 
changed? — I think it would bo a gi-calor advnubngc to 
tho interest of the town if they were charged. 

18.382. For tho reason ah'oady given that thoy clash 
with ofcha* fairB ? — Yes. 


Mr. MupqoESN re-oxaminccl. 

18,383. Do you attend tho fairs at all ? — No, hut I 
know tho wcirmng of them. 

18,584. Do you kuow is what Mi*. Broon states cor- 
rect? — I scud out men, aud my dmoctiousarc to got Cd. 
for the car. 


18,3frl'. This return of yours, Mr. Eyan, is not a return 
of the number of firkins that come into the town but 
of the number that attend the butter market P — Yea. 

18.365. Would you say it is a greater number by far 
than tho number aetnaUy going to the private stores ? 
— The number varies from year to year. 

18.366. Is half the number brought to your mai'ket 
that goes to the private merchants ?— About 50 per 


18.385. Nothing in addition for every individual pig 
in tlie car P — Certainly not. 

18.386. Did yon ever see 2d. charged? — Mr. Breen 
knows what I am saying. I send out two men, and my 
directions arc to get the 6d. 

18.387. or your own knowledge yon havo not re- 
ceived subsequently 2d. for each pig p— No. Tho men 
return the money to me at night. 
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Mr. WniiUM Hamis exaniiiied. 

18.388. What do you wiBh to say ? — I was charged 2d. 
each for two bonhania. 

18.389. What was the valne of eaoh of these ? — 21s. a 
piece. 

18.390. Wore they in ft cart ? — Yes, in an ass’s cart. 
They wonld not lot the boahams go unless I paid. 

Miceaxl HjUXObax examined. 

18.391. What do you wish to ebutep — rememher 
when the fitir groou was ft commonage. 

18,892. How long ago is that ? — About 40 years ago. 

18.393. Do you veuiembor what time were the fairs 
changed to tho fair green P — do not. 

18.394. At tho time it was a commonngo there was 
liberty for ovorylotly to go iuto tho place P — Yes, ovciy- 


one came in and ont. There was nothing there but 
dung-pits and dung-holes. 

18,895. [Sy Mr. Frowen.) Is this ihir green a stouey 
kind of ground on which nothing grows P — Yes. 

18.396. PrcTions to their removal to the fair green 
where were the fairs hold P — In the streets of the town. 

18.397. When were they removed P — I could not say. 

18.398. Was it 25 or 30 years ago ? — ^About that time. 

H. Towssp.sd, Est]., J.P., rc-esamined. 

18,899. Is the site of the fail' green on portion of 
Mr. Barry’s property P — Yes. 

18.400. On the property that descended to him? — 
Yes. Mi\ EnKinufl Smith’s immediately adjoins it. 

18.401. Is tha'o any other gentleman who has any 
obserratious to mnko ? — {No amwer.) 


CAHIR-CO. TIPPERARY. 


With reference to my inquiry in Caliir, on the 2nd November 1S88, 1 beg to report 
as follows : — 

Oahir is situated in the southern portion of the county of Tipperary. It is a station 
on the Waterford and Limerick Railway line, and has other local advantages for a fair 
trade in agricultural produce. The snn'ounding country is very fertile. The town 
has a few squares, or open spaces, around which houses are neatly and substantially 
built. It is clean and apparently well kept, notwithstanding the fact that there is 
no town commission established there. The population is 2,469. 

The market day is Friday, but corn is sold every day in the week. 

The fairs are held on the 8th February, 12th April, 26th May, 20th July. 
18th September, 20tb October, and 7th December. A pig fair is held on the last 
Thursday in each month. 

Tolls are not levied at the pig fairs, or at the fairs held on the 8th February, 
12th April, and 20th October. 

Tolls are levied at the fairs held on the 26th May, 20th July, 18th September, and 
7th December. No tolls are levied at the markets or pig faii-a, unless they happen 
to fall upon the same ordiumy fair day at which tolls are leviable, but at the former 
weighing charges are exacted if any of the marketable commodities are weighed at the 
public appliances. 

The market rights and toUs are the property of Lady Margaret Chartei-s, of Cahir 
House, who is not, however, in the immediate receipt of the tolls, hut has them sub-let 
to Mr. Michael Keating, of Cahir, at the yearly rent of 40/. 

Two patents were granted for the town of Caber, as appears by the public records. 
The first is dated 24th November 1614 (12 James I.), which authorised the Earl of 
Cahir to hold a Thursday market and a fair on the 15th and 16th of May. This is the 
fair at present held on the 26th May. The other patent is dated the 7th June 1776 
(16 George III.) and authorised Lord Cahir to hold two additional fairs on the 
20th July and 7th December. The fairs at present held on the 8th February, 
12th April, and 20th October were established about 50 years ago, as stated in 
evidence, but afterwards fell into abeyance and were subsequently re-established about 
twenty-two years ago. I have been unable to trace the establishment of the fair of the 
18th September, at which tolls are levied, but it was held long anterior to the establish- 
ment of the toll free fairs. 

The owner and tenant have a toll hoard erected for public inspection, and have 
likewise provided one of the finest weighbridges I have as yet seen at any of the fairs. 

The fairs in Cahir are held on the square called “ Grosvenor Square ” and streets, 
with the exception of the pig fair, which is held in a second square off the public street 
called the “ rotate Market. A shed is provided there with two beams and scales for 
the purpose of weighing the potatoes and other commodities required to be weighed. 
This space is not enclosed, but is situated at the rear of the houses in the street. As 
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before mentioned a large weigMng maoMnefor cattle baa been erected there ainoe the 
passing of the recent Act. The accommodation afforded in the way of shedding is very 
small and scarcely adequate. In the general market held in Qrosvenor Square— 
a portion of the public thoroughfare— there is no shelter accommodation whatever 
provided, and the necessity for such is acknowledged by the witnessos, though there 
would be a considerable difSoulty in procuring a suitable site, and one that would give 
satisfaction both to the traders of the town and those frequenting the markets and 
fairs. Some private traders in the town have also beams and scales on which they 
weigh marketable commodities, and exact a charge for the services they perform. 

The same practice exists here as in Tipperary in levying two charges off small pigs. 
If they are brought into the fair in a cart a standing charge of aid. has to be paid, 
and if they are subsequently sold each has to bear an additional charge of lid. 

Appended will be found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

Jons J. O’Meara, 

4S, Lower Mount Street, Dublin. Assistant Commissioner. 


Cahlr, 2nd November 1888. 


William Rochford, Esq., J.P., cx&mined. 

18.402. You represent the owner? — ^Yes. 

18.403. Who is the owner? — Lady Margaret ChartMS. 

18.404. \i'here does she reside? — In Grosrcaor Square, 
London. She has ^o a. residence here, Cahir Lodge. 

18.405. Doea she own the nurketa and fairs In the 
town P — I think so. She does not levy any tolls. It is 
rather difficult to answer yes or nu to that question, but 
there are certain fairs held by patent to lei7 tolls on. 

18.406. What is tiie market day?— It is a weekly 
market day held every Friday, w’hich is included in her 
patent. 

13.407. Is that the only day on which marketable com- 
modities are brought to the town and exposed for sale in 
the market square ? — Com comes daily to market. 

13.408. The general market is every Friday P — ^Yes. 

18.409. What are the fairs held in the town, whether 
Lady M. Charters has anything to do witii them or not P — 
Tliere are seven fairs in the year. I’here is the 8th Feb- 
ruary, I'ith April, 26th May, 20th July, 18th September, 
20th October, and 7th December. 

18.410. These are the only f^ held in the town P — 
Yes. 

18.411. Which of these is the owner connected with P — 
Four of the above are toll fairs. 

18.412. Which are theseP — ^Tlie 2Gth May, 20th July, 
18th September, and 7th December. In addition to these 
there is a monthly pig market the last Thursday in the 
month, which u toll fiw. As a matter of fact, we do not 
levy tolls, whether our patent would co\'cr it or not. 

18.413. At the pig fair? — Yes. There are nu tolls 
sought to be raised. 

18.414. Have you another pi(jfair on the day previous 
to the ordinary cattle fairP — No. That is the only pig 
fair. 

18.415. Could you tell me under what authority the 

owner collects the tolls on these days mentioned P ^'Fhe 

markets are held under a patent of the I2th year of James 
the First, granted to Thomas Baron Cahir to hold one 
fair and weekly markets with the tolls and customs 
thereof. 

18.416. It does not specify the date of the fair? N'o. 

18.417. W'as there another one granted? — ^Yes. By 
patent in the 16tb year of George the lliird there was 
granted to James, Baron Cahir, the right of holding two 
additional fairs on the 20th July and 7th December with 
tile usual tolls. 

16.418. How long bare you been connected wiili this 
property P — About five years. 

18.419. Then you cannot give any information as to 
what happened previous to that P — ^fo. 

13,*^. 1 believe she has these tolls sub-let ? — Yes. 


18.421. To whom P- -To Mr. Michael Keatingo 
before you. 

18.422. Is it let on lease? — Yes, hut whether there is 
an o^ual lease or yearly agreement, I am not quite sure. 

18.423. At what rent P — At a rent of 40/. a year. 

18.424. I suppose the tuxes as well? — We pay the 
taxes. 

18.425. All the taxes ? — ^Tcs. 

18.426. What is the valuation of the tolls ? — I hare not 
that before me. 

18.427. There is a question in the quci'y shoot as to 
what capital expenditure the owner has been at. Had 
you any means of ascertaining that P — Well, to some 
extent. 

18.428. Will you kindly give it to me ? — W ell, to begin 
with, the fee-simple value nf the site of the market. 

18.429. Is that the market square?— No; what they 
call the potatoc market off Market Street, whiob belongs 
to Lady Margaret. If it was not occupied, the market 
would be available for building purposes. 

18.430. It is a private site, and in no wise dedicated to 
the publio P — No, tiiat is our own. 

18.431. Is it enclosed P — No. 

18,4.32. Is it olf the public thurougbfoi'is P — Yes. 

18,433. It is in a way separated from it? — Y’'ee. We 
can usually exercise the rights of owoeeship, and do con- 
stantly exercise them. 

18,4.34. What did you put down os the fcc-simulo value 
of that? — 1 have not estimated tliat. 

18.435. Have yon any buildings in the market proper P 
— ^There is a shed which was erected in 1876 at a cost 
of 401. 

18.436. Where is that erected P — In the square 5 aud a 
weighbridge was put up recently which cost 60/., including 
the cost of its erection. 

18.437. Where is that erected? — In the same place; in 
the potato square. Previous to that there was a smaller 
weighbridge, hut it was not deemed sufficient under the 
new Act for weighing cattle. 

18.438. Have you that still there P — Both ore still 
there. 

18.439. Have you any beam and scales there P — There 
are two. 

18.440. Provided by the owner ?— Yes. 

18.441. You did not put down the value of these P — 
No. 

18.442. What would you estimate the value of it P — I 
suppose the value would be 6/. 

18.443. Are these in the same square? — ^In the shed 
where the potatoes are weighed. 
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IS, 444. Does Mr. Keatinge do any repairs, if reqiiired, 
to the beam acid scales, oiuicil, and shed? — .4s a matter 
of fact, Mr. Keatinge has kept them in repair. 

18,44'V The owner has not been at any exi>ense ? — No, 
not recently. 

18.446. Does she own in feeP — Yes. 

18.447. Does she own the greater iwrlion of the town P 
^I’he greater portion of the town, but she is not exclu- 
sively the owner. 

18.448. I suppose you had not an opportunity of 
bringing these queries under her notice ? — No, not yet. 

18.449. I believe no local authority exists here P— Not 
at present. 

18.450. If town commissioners were established, or a 
market committee, would she be in favour of their 
acquiring compulsory powers to obtain her rights? — As 
far as I am acquainted with her views, if she were compen- 
sated by what she would consider fair compensation, I do 
not say she would attach any particular importance to 
these rights. 

18.451. From your own experience do you think it 
would be advisable here and elsewhere to have the markets 
and fairs under the control of a body like the town com- 
missioners or mai'kets committee, if such were established ? 
Do you think the united efforts of a number of gentlemen 
would tend to promote the markets or fairs better than 
having them in the hands of individuals P — I think if the 
town commissioners really represent the intelligent portion 
of the. mercantile community and attended tn that 
business, I think they would be the proper parties. 

18.452. That is general throughout the country? — Yes, 
if they represent the best mercantile intelligence of the 
tovra. 

18.453. Is there any other market authority in this 
town P — Not what I should call a market authority. 

18,464. Or anybody claiming market rights P — There 
are private individuids who have weigh-bridges, which 
have 8]>rung up from time to time, and Lady Margaret 
has never taken steps to see how much they have in- 
fringed her rights. 

18,456. These people weigh the different commodities 
and make charges? — 1 believe they do. I have every 
reason to know they do. 

18.456. 'I'he other fairs ai-e toll free? — Yes. 

18.457. Are tolls levied at the Friday market ? — I think 
not. 


Mr. Michael Kbatingb examined. 

18.458. You are the lessee of the markets and tolls? — 
Yes. 

18.459. And you pay a rent of 401. a year for them P — 
Yes. 

18,460-1. Do you levy tolls at the Friday mai-ket ? — No. 

18.462. Do you levy toils at any market ? — None, save 
when the jrig market and cattle market fall on the same 
day. I have power then to tax the pigs as a commodity in 
the fair. 

18.463. That is, if the ulg fair falls on the cattle fair on 
which tolls are levied? — Yes. It has only occurred twice. 

18.464. Have you got a schedule of the tolls at the 
fair ? — I have. 

18.465. Where are the markets held ? — On the streets. 

18.466. Has the square outside any particular name ? — 
Ic is called the market square. 

18.467. Then you have the potato square P — Yes. 

18.468. Are these the only ones ? — Yes. 

18.469. There is a shed, I believe, erected in the potato 
square ? — Yes. 

18,470-1. And each of these form practically portion of 
the public thoroughfare, and carts indiscriminately go 
over them? — Ouice so. 

18.472. Will yon give me the names of the different 
descriptions of marketable commodities brought into the 
market square ?— Potatoes, corn, eggs, butter, fowl, fish, 
vegetables, wicker wore, and fruit. 

18.473. Do they bring cattle at all to the market? — 
None. 

18.474. The com comes in every day P— Yes. 


18.475. And is exposed for sale? — No. It generally 

goes to the mills. 

13 . 476 . Iscornet'er exposed in the market square?— •- 
Never. 

18.477. Do you levy any charges on these different 
commodities you have mentioned ? — No. 

18.478. When you weigh them do not you le^y a 
charge ? — Yes, when I wtigli them on the weigh-bridge or 
at the potato scales. 

18.479. You never weigh corn? — Very seldom. It is 
weighed in bulk. 

18.480. Have you gut a list of your charge-s ereoteil ?— 
Yes. 'Ad. for a cart-load and Id. per hundred lor potahics. 

18.481. For a horse-load you charge 3d. P — Yes. 

18.482. What would you charge for a doukey-loatl ?~ 
Half that, or 2d. 

18.483. That is the regular charge ? — Yes. 

18.484. I'hat is irrespective of what the commodity isin 
the cavt.^ — Yes. 

18.485. Have you any charge on butter ? — No. 

18.486. Do you weigh butter at all ? — No. 

18.487. This is not a butter market ? — No. It is sold 
in lumps. 

18.488. Have you any standing charges at all P — No, 
unless on the toll fair days. 

18.489. When weighing potatoes, do you give any 
ticket denoting the weight? — Yes. 

18.490. You have a printed ticket ? — It is in manuscript 
form. 

18.491. Are all the j'otatoes that are brought here 
weighed at your scales? — ^No. My scales are trespassed 
on by parties outside. 

18.492. Is there any rule confining the sale of potatoes 
to this market— the potatoe square P — Yes. 

18.493. Is it printed? — I have it under the direction of 
the patent. In fact, everytliing that comes to the market 
might be tolled under the patent, on Friday, as well as fair 
days. 

18.494. Have you ever had occasion to use legal pro- 
ceedings against these people? — 1 do frequently threaten, 
but I never carried them out. Mr. RoohPord noticed the 
people weighing outside my scale that they would be pro- 
secuted if they continued. 

18,496. What percentage of the potatoes brought to the 
town goes to these people ? — It is small. 

18,196. Would you say 25 per cent. ? — No. 

18 , 4 . 97 . Is it 20 ptr cent. P — It might be 15 or 20 per 
cent. 

18.498. The greater portion goes to you P — Yas. 

18.499. When weighing potatoes, are they all brought 
in sacks? — Yes. We sometimes weigh a liorse-load of 
eight sacks on the ouocil. 

18,600. Then you only charge 3d. P — Under the patent 
1 charge 18. per hundredweight to relieve them of the 
necessity of taking them into the scale. 

18.501. When you weigh them in a cart, do you actually 
ascertain the weight of the cart ? — I do. 

18.502. Do you also estimate the tare, or do you actually 
ascertain the weight of the sacks P — The tare of the sacks 
is understood. 

18.503. Yon always go by estimation for the tare of the 
sacks ? — Quite so. 

18.504. That is seven pounds ? — Yes. 

18.505. TV’hat quantity of potatoes is in the sack for 
which you allow the tare of seven pounds ?~They weigh 
20 and 21 stone, and sometimes 18. When it comes under 
18, the allo\vance is four pounds. 

18.506. Then yon go by the ajjpearance of the sack as 
to whether it is the small or large tare that will he 
allowed ? — Yes. This allowance is principally owing to 
the fact that potatoes axe not brought q^uite clean. They 
are full of earth and mud, and that is trie reason there is 
an allowance of seven pounds. 

18,607. Is that the only deduction from the weight cf 
the bag? — Yes. 

18,508. Would that be the same tare on a sack of 
potatoes brought in to-day, and one brought on a wet day, 
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wlien tbe sack is completely satuvated with wet ?— It is 
£dways about the same. 

13.509. You hare no charge on fish ?— No charge on 
any commodity coming into the market, only at the 
potatoe mm-ket. 

IS.olO. If you weigh corn, what is your charge P— 
Very seldom I am ti-ouhlcd with com. It is Irf. per 
hundwd. 

1S.5U. A\'ere there ever any charges on the com here? 
No, save on the toll fair day. 

13.512. You nem- remember any iwoceedings being 
taken to enforce any market rights for the collection of a 
toll on corn, or on any of the niarketahle commodities P — 
Yes. I prosecuted mpelf, frequently. 

I3,51.i. Ilow long are yon connected with the fairs and 
markets here ?— niirt 5 --flre years. 

lS.51-1. What was the result of the proceedings ?— A. 
conviction. 

18.515. Did you follow it up ? — ^I’he man was fined. 

18.516. How did the collection of the toll fall into 
abeyance ? — It never did j hut this man forced bis 
cattle. 

13,517. 1 mean as regMds the mai'ketahle commodities. 
Did you ever take proceedings to j-ecover the toll on 
potatoes, com, butter, and eggsP— No, the Cahir family 
were alwa 3 's liberal in that way. 

1 8.518. Do you remember, now, during your experience, 
tolls being collected at the market on market daysp— 
Never. 

18.519. Where is the butter sold ? — In the streets. 

18.520. Is it exposed for sale in the streets, or does it 
go around to the shops P— The people have customers, 
and they bring it in and bulk is sold on the streets. 

18.521. Does it come in any quantity? I suppose in 
large lump ? — Yes. 

18.522. Does it come in firkins ? — No. 

18,525. I suppose it is the shopkeepers principally who 
buy this ?--Ye3. 

18.524. They have to test it, and ascertain the weight 
themselves ? — Yes. 

13.525. Do you know do tl\ey levy any charge on the 
seller for weighing it for him ? — No. 1 Relieve there was 
one or tu’o small bouses that were in the habit of weighing 
incorrectly, and they used to charge some small fee for 
doing so, but 1 do not know that that exists just now. 

18.526. You have only an interest in four fairs P — Yes. 

18.527. And also on a pig fair, if it falls before any of 
these fairs ? — Quite so. 

18.523. "Where are the fairs held ? — On the square, and 
the streets leading into it. 

18,629. That is the potatoe square? — No. Young pigs 
go to the potatoe square exclusively. 

18,530. Then it is on the square here, opposite the 
court house, they are held ? — Yes. 


18,64.5. Witness then produced the toll board, of which 
the following is a copy : — 


A Schedule 

Of the tolls and customs payable and to he levied at the 
fairs of Oahh, via. ; — 


s. d. 

1 0 
0 6J 
0 2 | 
0 1 
0 2f 
0 Ih 


For every horse, gelding, mare, or mule sold - 
For every bullock, cow, bull, or heifer sold 
For every yearling or calf sold . - - 

For every eheep, ram, lamb, or goat sold 
For every pig sold .... 

For every sucliling pig sold 
For nnif upon every tent or booth in which 
goods, waves, merchandise, or refreshments 
are exposed for sale ... 

For every jjedlur’s or dealer’s high stand 
For ev’cry car on which wool, coopers or turners’ 
warn, timber, mamifactnrod or unmnnu- 
factuved, fniit, or goods whivteoever exposed 
for sale, same Iwing deemed a cart-loatl 
For every butcher’s stall and pot, and every 
upload of frieze or flannel ... 

For every single j)ieco of ditto 
Every Bhoemaker’s, brogue-makei''s, glover’s, 
batter’s, and breeches maker’s stand 
For every hawker exposing goods for sale 
For and ujion all goods, w’nres, or merchan- 
dise, not particularly stated herein, same 
being e.vposed for sale on a stand • 

'I’be Hon. La.dy MAnGAiiF/c CuAHTEns, 

Patentee. 

Michael Kbatinoe, 

Lessee. 


1 0 
0 5>i 


0 .5^ 

0 5J 


0 5J 

0 


- 0 65 


18.546. These are the charges you levy at present P — 
Yes. 

18.547. And have been in the habit of levying for a 
number of years P — Quite so. 

18,643. Do you remember any period when these charges 
wore greater or smaller P — No. 

18,54.9. Have you made any alteration in them? — 
None wl^ate^'e^. 

18,6.50. And these lim’e always been the rates you 
charge P — Yes. 

18,551. The charges ore only on the animals actually 
sold P— Yes. 

_^^18,552. For every pig Do you charge that? — 

18.553. Has that charge c^'e^ been oompluined ofP — 
Never. 

18.554. Although the value of one pig, on which a 
charge might bo levied, would he more than the other 
pigsP — Anybody who sella a pig dues not ohjcct to the 
charge. 

18,655. Y'ou never take any note of the value of tbe 
a nim al ? — No. 


18,55G. On young pigs the charge la 1 Jrf. P — Yes. 


18.531. Have you different portions of the aquMe and 
the streets adjacent allotted for each description of 
cattle ? — No. 

18.532. They intermix? — Yes. 

18.533. Does that cause confusion, or accidents to 
cattle ? — No. The sheep are in two streets, and the cattle 
in the square. 

18.534. Have they two portions ? — Yes. 

18.535. Cattle are separated from the sheep ? — Yes. 

13,5.36. Cattle and sheep are then brought here ? — Yes. 

18.537. Axe any horses brought in P — No ; a very odd 
horse. 

18.538. But still some occasionally are brought in? — 
No. 

18.539. Are pigs brought to the cattle fairs P — No, 
unless the pig fairs fall ou the cattlefair day. 

18.540. One day is allotted for pms, and pigs are not 
brought any day but tbe last Thursday in the month P — 
Quite so. 

18,641-2. Are goats ever brought in ? — Yes, the moun- 
ain is near us. 

19,54.3. Cidtle, sheep, goats, and donkies are all the 
animcls that come in on cattle fair days P — Vea, 

18,544. You produce this toll boRxd ? — Y'es. 


^ 18,557. Have you ever heai-d complaints of that P — 

18,568. Supposing thev brought a cart of young pigs, 
what do you charge ? — They are taken as a load. 

1*1,55.9. What do you charge for a load p— SJrf. 

18.560. Would you le^T- that charge on the cart, whether 
the pigs were subsequently sold or not? — ^"riie charge is 
paid coming in. 

18.561. Outside the town you have gaps P Yes. 

18.562. And men watching os they enter the town? — 
Yes. 

18.563. Have they to pay the charges as they enter P — 
Yes. 

18,664. Supposing they had eight or ten small pigs in 
the car, they pay 5^d. entering, but if they fail to sell any 
one of them during the day P — They go homo free. 

18.666. Still tliey will bave to pay the 5id. P — Certainly. 

18,566, Supposing they do sell they have to pay l^d. 

each going outP — Tho parties who buy them pay going 
out. 

18.667. Although 5^d. has before that been paid on the 
cartload P — Yes. 

18,568. Practically, if pigs are brought in carts there are 
two charges, in one ease the seller pays and in the other 
buyer ?— Yes, for the accommodation afibrded to each. 
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18 569. Accommodation afforded to the seller in the way 
of liberty to bring his cai-t on the public tlioroughfere?— 
To the market square. 

18,570. That is the public square?— Y h. 

18,671. No shelter is given in the place? — No, except 
the potatoe shed. 

18.572. They do not go to the shed on fair days?— They 
do not go to the shws. It is simply confined to the 
protection of the beam and scalas. 

18.573. Still there is not aufficieut space to afforJ 
special accommodation for the people? — It is only intended 
for the beam and scales, uml tlie clerks attending to give 
tickets. 

18.574. The charge on cattle is SJd. and on horses Is. ? 
—Yes. 

18,675. Are these only when sold?— Yes. 

18,576. If unsold there is no charge P— No chaige. 

18,677. For every yearlina 25d. V/hy did they put on 
the fractions of a penny P— 1 do not know. 

18.578. HaTe they been always so?— Yes. I have the 
board 100 years old, and the same size as the one 
produced. 

18.579. Do you ever collect the fractions of a penny, or 
do you ever get tbeni ? - No, we give and take. 

18.580. For every yearling or calf 2Jd., but if the animal 
psssetl a year woulS there be a jump from 2jd. to 51d. P — 
After the M.iy fair we charge tltem S^d. UjJ to May they 
are charged as yearlings. 

18,681. You have standings on fmr days? — Y'es, 
hawkers. 

18.582. The ehorfre is 5^. for a caukload? — Yea, they 
may spread that carUood. 

18.583. I suppose for every single piece of flannel you 
charge 4d. ? — ^k*es. 

18.584. What would be the quantity in that piece, or 
what would Ije the value of it P — I suppose they would 
have from 20 to 30 and 40 yards. 

18.585. Was the quantity ever less ? — Yes, 10 yards. 
l8/ifi(). What would he the value of 10 yards of the 

cheapest flannel ? — 8s., 9s., or lOs. 

18.587. On that 8s. or !’s. you ch.arge 4d. P — Yes. 

18.588. For every hawker exposing goo I r sale on a 
fair day, whut would you choi'ge P — 3jd. and bhd. when a 
cart is urougiit in. 

18.589. That 3i|d. is fur a small standing on the street? 
—Yes. 

18.590. A couple of barrels with boards for them?— 
Yes. 

18.591. Irrespective of what the commodity is which is 
placed on it, whether it is fish, sweetmeats, or anything 
else P — ^Y cs. 

18.592. How do you collect these? Have you men 
going ahout the town to collect them P — I collect them in 
the square. 

18.593. Arc these standings confined to the Equate P— 
Yes. 

18,694. They do not go about the streets? — Yes. I 
coUcot them in the square and on the roads. 

18.595. That charge is for taking up a position, and not 
for selling nnytliing, because you do not take into con. 
sideration whether they are sold or not? — It is for the 
position they take up iir the square. 

18.596. Did they ever complain to you that they did not 
sell? — Nobody comes there who does not sell something. 

18.597. Is it at the beginning of the fair you collect the 
charges ?— At the conclusion . 

18.598. I mean the standing charges? — At the conclu* 
sion of the fair the men go around. I have two men for 
the collection in the square, and we collect about 2 o’clock. 

18.599. What time does the fair begin? — About 
10 o'clock. The cattle fw begins earlier and the standing 

at U. 

18.600. What time does it usually terminate ?— The 
houra vary but the place is generally cleared ant about 
4 o’clock. 

16.601. When your men go about collecting the 
standing charge frnm the hawkers end they bad not the 
chaise to give you, did any of yo'ir men ever seize any of 
the commodities ? — Yes. 
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18.602. When did that lost occur? — ^WelJ, it has not 
occurred for the lost three years. 

18.603. What was the result of the seizure? — ^They 
redeemed them afterwards. 

18.604. How long were they retained P— Until some 
time iu the afternoon. 

18.605. What was the commodity which was seized P — 
On one occasion a man bad spades and handles, and we 
took them. 

18.606. Did you ever take any perishable commodities 
such as fish P— No. In fact, I have very seldom recourse 
to such a proceeding. 

18.607. Ilttd the individual the cliarce at all when it 
was demanded P — Well, 1 suspect he hafi for he made his 
market. 

18.608. Have you kno«vn instances where a sekuru 
occurred, and the pereon had not the charge to pay?— I do 
remember some such case. 

18.609. Have they complained when such a seizure is 
made that they hara not been given au opportunity of 
effecting a sale of the commodity when it was iu your men’s 
possession ? — 1 always took caro tliat the opportunity was 
afforded. 

18.610. Then no such complaints have been made? — 
No. 

18.611. Will you kindly tell me what ore the principal 
standings? — Old clothes, shoes and boots, fruit, con' 
fectionery, onions sometimes and vegetable generaUy. 
Half the things mentioned on the toll board do not exUt 

18.612. When levying the charge of 3JJ. do yon take 
into consideration the extent of the ground they occupy ? 
— Not at all. 

18.613. Yon only draw a distinction between a cart ami 
a standing that is not a cart? — Yea. 

18.614. Although an ordinary standing would not 
occupy a gi’entor extent of ground than a cart? — Quite 
so. 

18,616. Do you know tlie value of the smallest quantity 
of vegetables brought in on tlia smallest standing ? — There 
would he a place for u donkey and cart with fruit. 

18,616. What would be the oxact value? — Wo do not 
exact the full charge. I chargu 2d. 

I8,G17- Supposing there was a small standing of vege* 
tables, what would be the volue of the vegetables a person 
would crime to hawk ? — ^That would depend on tbo season 
they wer e brought in. 

18.618. Did they ever bring in about 5s. worth ? — Tea, 
and lOs. and 15s. worth. - 

18.619. Did they ever bnng a small quantity that would 
realise less than 5$. ? — Well, no, indeed. 

18.620. You say about 5s. P — Yea. 

18.621. On that 5s. there would be3?d. charge? ^IVe 

generally run down the donkey load to 2d. 

18.622. But as regards the ordinary standing, would 
that be the charge ?— If a standing we would charge 3'fd. 

18.623. No mattor what stock is on it P — Yes. 

18.624. And no matter whether the value was as. or 21. P 

18.625. Is furniture brought in P — Yes. 

18.626. Is it brought in any quantity?— No. A 

country carpenter makes up a lot of small c^irs, forms, 
and stools. 

18.627. Is there a Sjd. charge on that ? — Yes. 

18.628. I suppose he brings in a cart ? — Yes. 

18.629. Have th^ brought them in an ordinary 
standing? — No. 

18.630. Do they ever carry them themselves ? Yea 

always in a cart. Then they lay them down and the car ia 
beside them. 

18.631. What is the smallest number of the different 
articles of furnitore they have brought in on such occa. 
sioDS ? — They have brought half a dozen chairs, a small 
table, and some stools. 

18.632. What would be the total \iilue of such stock 
they bring in P — I can form no idea. 

18.633. Tour charges are stationary, although the value 
of the entire stock might vary P — Yes. 

18,6;i4. If these marketable commodities or these 
standings were in any portion of the town other than the 
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squixe and districts adjacent, would you still levy your 
chaise P — Yes. 

Id, 635. Is tliat the only charge they have to pay P — Yes, 
anyu’iiere mthin the circuit of niy collection. 

ld,()36. llow far do you think your jurisdiction extends ? 

— At Tor as the bouses go. 

18.637. Where do you place your ouslom gaps?— At 
the extreme end of every street — at the rmlway, for 
instance. 

18.638. How many of them have you P— Seven. 

18.639. How many men do you usually have at each? — 

It takes three-and-twenty men to do the work. 

18,610. .At what rate do you pay these men usually P— 
The collectors get half-a*crown, and the men 2s. for the 
day. Some of the collectors get ils. 

18, 641. Would you say the average would be half-a- 
crowii ? — Yes. 

18,G42. Y'ou give some 2s. and others 3s. ? — Yes. 

18.6-13. Have you got a copy of this toll-hoard at each 
gap ? — Yes. 

18.644. So that when the formers ore coming out they 
have an op]iortunity of seeing what the charges are ? — 
Y'es, always. 

18.645. Do your men inquire frojn them whether they 
have bought or sold?— The cattle are generally marked 
going out, and the principal buyers are ^ recognised, and 
they know the men who buy cattle there. 

18.646. If they sold one farmer to another the fertner 
would not mark the head of cattle P — ^They sometimes go 
unmarked. 

18.647. Do the collectors inquire whether they have 
bought or sold P — Yes. 

13.648. Supposing the anstver was that they had not 
bought nor sold, and your men doubted it, or had a 
suspicion the sale was effected, what course would they 
adopt P~’fhey simply ask the man to lay his hand on the 
board, which is an affirmation. 

18.649. They ask him to clear his conscience P — Y’es. 

18.650. Do they ever produce any book or paper P — 
No. 

18.651. To swear them ? — Never. 

18.652. You never beard of such a thing being done P — 
No. 'lliey lay their hand on the l)oard, and that is an 
affirmation of trutlt, which I am sorry to suy very often is 
not the truth. 

18.653. Is there a frequent necessity of ap(>ealing to the 
toll-lmardP — ^There is when the drovers ore driving out 
cattle. 

18.634. They ore not the people of the ndghhourhood 
or the farmers? — No, nor the owners. 

18.635. They are only the men who travel &om town to 
town ?— Y'ea. 

18,656. Now, supposing a farmer was bringing in his 
head of cattle into the fur, and outside the limits of your 
custom gap he met a buyer and a sale was effected on the 
road before he entered the fair, would you seek for your 
charge P — No, 1 could noi. 

1‘^.657. You have never done so P — No. 

18.658. Supposing they do not go to the square, but 
as they enter one of the streets a sale is effected, would you 
seek for your charge ?— For anything done outside the 
toll board 1 do not chaige. 

18.659. Where you place your board is outside the lust 
house P — It is outside the last beast. 

IS.GGU. Supposing some farmer did not bring his cattle 
to where the crowd actually congregated, but brought them 
to another portion of the town and sold there ? — I cannot 
approach him unless the cattle go through the fair. 

18.661. Mas a case arisen such as I state? — ^The cattle 
have been bought outride the market, as you state, and 
driven into the market through the railway with the 
statement that they have not been sold or bouglit in tlie 
frir. 

13.662. You never seek for your charge? — Oh, yes. I 
have sought for and got a charge on ihese days, though 
my act was Iicquently challenged. 

18.663. Do they ever complain of the charges P No, 

they arc so loug vstabliahed. 

18.664. Will you tell me what return is given for them 
by the owner, tiiat is, Lady Moj'garct. Choitei-a — imiccical.y 


she is owner and you arc the lessee, in receipt of them— 
what return is given by her, or by you, for these charges, 
or is there any shelter accommodation affurdudp — None 
beyond tho potato uiorkct. 

18.665. So there are no duties performed other tlian the 
collection of these customs ? — None. 

18.666. And you do not know instances of where any of 
your collectors ever levied a toll on the animals when they 
were not sold other than on the pigs if they were brought 
in a cart P— ‘rhey would he soon pulled up for that. 

18.667. There is a toll on pigs in a cart, whether 
subsequently sold or not ? — ^^I'hey pay for the cart 
coining in- 

18.668. They pay for standing, and they pay for the 
pigs if they sell them afterwards P — It is the men who buy 
pay a secoud time. 

18.669. Have they got the system of luck-penny here P — 
Yes, and a liberal one sometimes. 

18.670. Is there any rule regulating the value of the 
luck-peuny ? — No. 

18.671. It is always left to the disposition ef the seller P 
— Yes, and if he is welUjtleased witli the buyer he treats 
him decently. I believe there is an established charge 
made on pigs. The buyer gets a big charge on pigs as a 
luck-penny. 

18.672. Is it fixed? — Yes. 6d. 

18.673. That is the buyer gets it from the seller? — Yes. 

I do not know what authority there is for it, but it is an 
excessive charge. 

18.674. Hare all these fairs at which you levy tolls 
been hold in tlio town within your knowledge P — Yes, 
always. 

18.675. The 8th February, 12th April, and 20th October, 
have they at any time within ymir knowledge been 
estaljlished P — I remember the establishment of these. It 
was a gift to the [leoplQ hy liord (Jahir. 

18.676. Were these three fairs established at the some 
time? — Yes. 

18.677. What time ? — 1 have no idea of the period. 
1S,6"8. Could you not give on approximate ideaP — ^’fhey 

ore 40 or 50 years old. but I think they were in abeyance 
for a time and re-established about 22 yeara ago. 

18.679. Previous to the first establishment of these fairs 
the other four fairs were helil and have always been held P 
—Yes. 

18.680. Do you remember any |>eriod when there were 
less tlian four fairs hcldP — Never. 

18.681. Do you remember a period when any of these 
four fairs were toll free ? — Never. 

16.682. Do you know, does Lndy Cliartcrs contribute 
anything directly to the cleansing of the town or square 
except by payment of rates uuil taxes ?— No. She bos no 
people engaged cleansing the square. The town is so 
circumstanced, and the sewage so psi-fvct, that a shower of 
rain washes it. 

18.683. Is it tlie hoard of guardians und gi-and jnry who 
look after the local utfaira P — The fcftuitury authority is ths 
hoai'd of guardians. At one period Lord Glengatl gave 
these tolls for tlie purpose of cleansing the town. Ws 
were then under the town comiiiisaion. 

18.684. When did the commission ccaac to exist? — 1 
3up]]O80 20 years ago. 

18,635. What was the cause of their disestablishment 7 — 
Mismanagement of the grossest kind. 

18,686. Then did the tolls revert to the owner, who 
collected them P — Yea. 

18,687-3. Since then the town has derived no benefitfrom 
them P — No. I may tell you the tolls passed through the 
Encumbered Estates Court and Landed Estates Court 
They were sold twice. 

13.689. You heard the question I asked Mr. Rochford 
as to whether Lady Chortcis would be disposed to sell to a 
local authority any legal interest vested in her. Would 
you be disposed to do likewise P — Unquestionably. 

18.690. You would not resist?— No, provided I got 
compensation for any legul right vested in me. 

18.691. From what districts are these cattle brought P— 
Distances of 10 or 15 miles around. Wc are very well 
oirc'ui.itanced here. 
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From what districts do the otarhetable com* 
modities come ? — The neighbourini^ towns. 

18.693. Within what limits? — Eight miles around 
from Goebel and Clonmel. 

18.694. Whom have you employed? You say you have 
23 men for the collection of tne toll. In the potato 
market, have ymi a clerk P — 1 ha' e. 

18.695. Is he a permanent official? — Yes. 

18.696. What is his name P — Nicholas Scanlan. 

18,697- His duties are to make up the tickets, and weigh 

the commodities P — ^Tes. 

18.698. Instead of giving a ticket, does he ever mark 
the weight on bog in chalk P —No, only in gimng out the 
tickets he may put on the price. 

18.699. The tickets are made up for the buyer and 
seller? — Tes. 

18.700. Then you have an opportunity of knowing the 
contract price between the buyer and seller P — Always. 

18.701. Of any of the commodities weighed, if it was 
required, you could make a return of the average price of 
them P — f could not. 


18.725. Yon have heard Mr. Rochford’s evidence. Do 
you agree with it P— I do. 

18.726. Are you interested in the trade of the town P — I 
am. 

18.727. Do you consider in any way objection^le the 
holding of these fairs and markets on-tbc public thorough- 
fare, or do yon thiuk when tolls are collected by the 
owners and lessee, that a fwr green properly enclosed with 
sufficient shelter accommodation should be provided, or 
ha\’e you formed auy ideas on that at all P— I would 
rather uve them on the streets as they are, as far as I am 
concerned. 

18.728. Have the people of the town ever discussed that 
question to your knowlrage ? — Yes. 

18.729. 1 suppose there is a division of opinion on that 
matter P — The opinion, as far as I am oonormed, is that 
they should he held os they ore. 

18.730. 'Hie traders, 1 presume, are in favour of that, 
and against any alteration whatever ? — ^They are, in that 
respect. 

18.731. Are those traders belonging to any particular 
trade? — All traders. 


18.702. Are not your clerks in the habit of making it 
up P — He keeps no record. 

18.703. I am asking to do it now, but would it be 

K ible to do it in mtureP — It would not be possible, 
use he hoe no entry in the book. 

18,704. Does not he put down the price? — Not in his 
book. 

18,705. But be puts it on the ticket? — Of course he 
does. 

18,706. But could not he put it into a book ? — Yea. 

18,707. It could then be possible to do it, and make 
aneh a return P — Uuitc so. 

18,703. You think if such a return woe required to be 
mule by you, it would be a pretcy accunte one r — I would 
form a very good average of theffiirs, and the price charged 
for potatoes. 

13,709. Du ynu evei' ascertain the number of cattle brought 
here, and the different description of animals P — No. We 
give an account of the pigs only. They go to the railway. 

13,710. Y'ou do not know what were the actual receipts 
from each description of animals p— No, It all goes into a 
bulk sum. 

18,711. How many men have you at each gap for the 
coUe^on of the tolls P — Two at some, three at others, and 
four at others. 

18,712. The rest of the men assist them P — Yes. 

18,713. You have no particular check on these 'men to 
return the toll or not P — No, only their honour. 

18,714. And one man a check on the other? — They 
simply take the money, and I trust them. 

18,715. Would you have any objection to give me your 
receipts from the fairs, or have you made tiiem up ? — I 
have, 

18,716. Do you keep any record? — I keep a yearly 
record. 

^ 18,717- There are several shops around this square P — 


18,718. Ou a fair day, supposing these people put out 
standings on the roadside, outside their own doors, would 
they have to pay a standing charge P— Yes. 


18,719. So that the shopkeepers and the people in the 
square have to pay u toll P — It never occurred. Ikey do 
not put out anything. 


19.721. They never have any carts there ? — No. 

18.722. Is there a lot of milk brought here P — The milk 
goes to the creamery. 

18.723. But if they brought it to the market, would 
you olierge them for standing on the pathway or road- 
side P— TTiey would not be on the pathway; and 1 do not 
know whether I would charge or not 


Mr. Wm O'LovGHNANn eremined. 

18,724, Your name was forwarded to me as a person 
who would give me some information, and accordingly I 
sent you a communication P — I have one. 


16.732. Would those who have drapery establishments 
be opposed to a removal P — They would prefer to have them 
as they are, as far os 1 know. 

18.733. Does not the fact of the fairs and markets 
being held on the public thoroughfare, occasion, much 
filth and dhrt about the streets P — ^'Tliey do. 

18.734. Do not the people he put to much inconvenience 
by reason of that P — >lo. 

18.735. Who cleans the dirt away P — All the shopkeepers 
luive to clean their footpaths opposite their doors, and the 
road contractors have to clean the streets. 

18.736. Does the road contractor perform his duty 
immediately after the fair, or does he neglect it for any 
length of timeP — He cleans it the next day, or the day 
idtw. 

18.737. Have complmnts been made that be neglected 
bis duty in that way? — A few complamts have been 
made. 

18.738. I take it the traders generally would rather put 
up with any inconvenience caused by the fact of the 
markets and fairs being held on the public thoroughfare 
than have them removed? — Yes. 'rhey wohid prefer 
having them as th^ are, as far aa the holding of the fai» 
IQ the streets is concerned. 

18.739. Do you think a necessity e-vista in the square, 
or ubewbere, of any shelter accommodation for these 
perishable marketable commodities brought to the town P 
— I think not. 

18.740. You do not think if any such were erected, it 
would tend to extend the trade of the town P — It is impos- 
sible to do it. They are held in the streets. 

18.741. But if in the centre of the square there was a 
shed ? — might be a benefit. 

18.742. You have formed no ideas on the subieot?— . 
No. 

18.743. Have you ever heard complaints on a winter 
market day, thatpeople, or their commodities have been 
injured hy the inclemency of the weather? — The only 
people I see looking for shelter in that respect are those 
who pack eggs, ana then they do not care about the cold. 
What they oqect to is the rain, and they wont some place 
or other to pack the eggs. 

18.744. On a hot summer’s morning, do not they bring 
butter in. and would not that butter bo deteriorating by 
the heat of the sun ? — I never heard a complaint. 

18,746. There are no town commissioners established 
here P — No. 

18.746. Are the people in favour of the re-establishment 
of such a body, or have they such an intention ?— 
have been speaking about it, but they never held any 
meetings about thu matter. 

18 . 747 . Were you ever a town commissioner yourself P 
— Never. We never had any town commissioners in this 
town as far as I am aware. I believe I heard Mr. Keatinge 
state once that they bad them formerly. 

18.748. Hat'e you formed any ideas as to whether these 
markets and fairs should generally be under the control 
of a local authority like the town commissioners or 
market committee if established, and manage them for the 
improvement of the town P — ^What I heard all people and 
the farmers object to is the levying of tolls at all. We 
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pay the county cess for the streets, the cattle are^ not_ on 
the property of Lady Charters, and the people think it is 
an injustice to be charged. 

It, 749 . You refer to a portion of the square here?— 
This portion of the square opposite the court lumre docs 
not belong to Lady Chatters. It does not belong to any 
person in ]iarticulor. 

18,760. It is portion of the public thoroughfare P — 
It is the street belonging to the grand jury. 

18.751. Whut about the potato market? — The people 
look upon that ns the property of I^y Cliarters, and that 
only us for os the fairs and markets arc cuncerued. 

18.752. Do you think the Icrj-ing of a toll acts as a 
deterrent upon the fanners bringing their stock P— I 
heard several farmers suy so, and they told myself so. 

18.753. Do you think if the toll was abolished altogethw 
that that would tciul to increase the trsde here in this 
town ? — I believe it would. 


Kentingo with regard to the pig market which I think 
did not place the correct view before you. TTiure is a 
market for young pigs held in this town on every cattle 
fair day. TTiey are held un the jiotato market, ami thsy 
have been obiirgcd tull.®. With vefcirncc to ckmgiitg tlie 
fairs, lUe pig tair olP vbe street, the pig fairs were held 
formerly hi the potato market. TTie shoiikeepers of the 
town, (lonaiilering it wmilfl be more to their interest to 
have the fairs held on tbo streets, they entered into an 
amuigeiiient with Mr. Ke.itinge and Lady Margaret 
Charter’s agent of that day to have the jiig market 
changed from the potato market to the streets. 

18.7<>!>. Was that cliungo effected P — Yea, I tliinic about 
20 years ago ; something leas than 20 yoaxs ago. 

18 , 770 . Are you in trade in the town as well as a 
farmer ? — No, I have no interest in the town. 

18,771- Ilo you think yimraclf the jireseut sysiem of 
Buliiiig on the su'cets lieth-r lUuii having tlietn in an 
enclosed fair green P — ^There is no objection. 


18.754. W'ould it induce farmers to bring their animals 
ia greater numbers ?— I believe firmly it would. 

18.755. Have vouany knowledge of the jilaces where 
no toll is leiied ?— I have in Clonmel, but they never levy 
tolls at the fairs or markets except for weighiug potatoes, 
turnips, and other things. 

18.756. At the fairs no tolls ore levied? — No lolls 
whatever. I remember one great grievance tliiit happened. 

A man was drhing the cattle home, not being sold, and 
be told Mr. Kcatinge the animal was nut sold or tmught, 
and in drimg back the animal rualied throuffh a heap of 
stones and glass, and the animal was hurt, 'i'hat was two 
or three years ago. 

18,757- [Mr. Keatinge .) — I never heard it. 

(I7« .TssistoRf CoiwniMioiter.') — Have you ever heard 
of injury being caused to animals by the loll collectors P — 
That ia the only time I heard that complaint. 

18.768. 

18.759. Have you ever heard complaints that they 
injured the cattle, or injured the owners of the cattle ? — 
No. My men siways try to keep the peace, Init the 
owners abuse them tcarfuUy, trying to erode the toll, and 
they succeed verj* often. 

18.760. Hhve you an]rthing further to say P — Nothing, 
but the general complaint about the levying of tolls at all, 
simply because the market does not belong to Lady 
Charters, and for the privilege of standing on the street, 
the people should pay tolls to anybody. 'ITiw consider it 
a gnevanee, because tliey consider it enough to pay county 
cess to improve and repair the streets. 

18.761. Then yon consider if individuals collect toll 
that they should give a return other tlinn the liberty of 
selling cattle on the imblic tboroughfare? — I do not see 
how they could give any return to the fiumers, 

18.762. Not to the fanners, but to the inhaliitonts of the 
town by cleaning the street and taking the burden of that 
expense off them ? — They could do that, 

18.763. Do you think if tolla are levied that such u 
return shonld lie given or duty performed by the owners 
of them ? — I do think that such a thing should be done 
bv the owners. Ladv Charters does not own one*third of 
tfie property, and it is not right she should hi- paid uny- 
thmg. 

Rev. M. Mookry, P.P., examined. 

18.764. Do you think it would he advisable to remove 
the s^e of these cattle &om the public thoroughfare to a 
properly enclosed fair-green as in other towns, or do you 
think it works better at present ? — I do not know. 

18.765. Do you think it would work better than the 
present arrangement? — As far as my experience ones, I 
think the present condition of the markets satisfactory. 

18.766. You have never heard of any accidents having 
happened to any person by reason of their being held on 
the streets P — I did not. With regard to the abolition of 
tolls, I remember 45 years ago there were eight or nine 
pike-gap tolls into Dungarvan. 

18.767. They were distinct from the market tolls ? — 
Yes. 

Mr. Patrick O’Doxnell examined. 

18.768. What observations have you got to make? — 
I may state that I am a farmer living in the vicanito, 

• There was an observation made by Mr. Rochford and 2^, 


18,77~- You never beard oE uny injury being done to 
the cattle? — No injury whatever. Formerly the battle- 
ments of tbo river Huir were I’ery low, and I have seen 
some cattle jump into the river, but the battlomants have 
been raised recently, aud such occurrences will nut happen 
in future. 

18.773. You have heard the answer of Mr. O'Loughnane 
as to the abolition of the toll. Do you, as a fanner, think 
that the levying of atoll iiots us iv deterrent on you and 
yutu* cuUeagiu-s in bringing in ymir euttlc and marketable 
romnio(litien P — I am sure it gives the jireforeiiro of the 
fair to Clonmel. 

18.774. Is that because no tolls are levied there? — 
Yes. 

18,775- So then the levying of a toll is a material con- 
sideration P — It ia a grievance felt by the coiiiiiiunity. 

18.776. Do you think if tolls were aijoHalicd, of course 
giving whatever aimpensation would he necessary for the 
legal rights vestei! in the owners ami lessees 5 do you 
think that would tend to extend the trade generally, of 
Cahir? — I am certain it would be a great advanto^ to 
this town. 

18.777. Tolls are here only levicil on cattle actually 
sold. Supposing tolls were found to he necessary to levy, 
do you think it eliould he much smaller than the present 
one, and be lerietl on all cattle ns they enter, irrcBnective 
of whether tiiey are subsequently sold or not. Would 
that work better than the toll at present ou cattle actually 
sold ? — I never turned the matter over in my mind. 

18.778. Are you aware that system exists elsewhere? — 
Yes, I believe in the cattle market in Dublin and 
Limerick. 

18,7/9. Do you think that would work better? — I do 
not llilnk it would be any mitigation of the present 
arrangiTuent, It i.s not true that the liiiycis pay the 
custom. Farmers geiicmlly pn^ the custom. Tliey are 
tohl bv the men who buy at fliirs to drive the cattle to 
the nlii^va>' station, and tlie buyers, a.s a matter of course, 
are never there. The fanners have to jiay the custom. 

18.780. 'The individual who pays the ouetom is the 
person who bus the animal in his possession ut the time 
of passing the custom gap, whether buyer or seller ? — Yes. 

I was present on some occasions and paid the custom on 
my own cattle. I am <iuite well aware that the buyers 
frequently ask the seller to drive fur their own convenience 
tlie cattle to the raihroy station or yard. 

18.781. _ Then the seller after the contract for sale of the 
animals ia still in possession while passing the custom 
gap, and he jiays the toll if the animal is sold?— 
Certainly. 

18.782. Have you any other observations to niakaP — 
I think if a sbed were erected in the potato market it 
would be B matter of great convnnien«-e there. I think 
also there should be a shed in the square. It would be a 
matter of great convenience, because it is one of the 
largest egg and fowl markets in the South of Ireland, 
and here in the winter days people have to come and pack 
eggs without any shed in the potato market, such a shed 
being absolutely necessary. 

18.783. If such accommodation was given for the mar- 
kets would these people have any objection to pay a small 
toll in order to cover the expenditure of such an erection P 
—I am sure they would not. 

18.784. Do you think a necessity exists for the erection 
of such a shed as you surest ? — There ia no question 
at all about it. 
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)S,/S5. Hare you ever heard compisunts that any of the 
perishable conunoditieii wei'e materially injured by that 
e\|)usure ? — I do not think so, but ax all events the people 
sutfer very much from the severity of the weachei'. 

18,7!**'. Have you any other observations to make? — 


Mr. M. Keatinge re-examined. 

18.787. Have you formed any ideas about the tolls — 
I find the fairs ffnitving annniilty smaller owing to the 
tiomeriius fairs in the aniTouniling towns. At Ciishcl, 
Fethard, and Clonmel ttiei-e are monthly I'oirs. We ili(l 
not estalilish monthly fairs here because they were not a 
success in other towns, 1 doubt if it would increase the 
cattle fairs in the least, for this reason, that the fitrmer 
has never anything to complain of. He is charged no 
tolls cumitig in. It is the man xvho comes from Water- 
ford, Cork, and elsewhere. They are the meii who pay 
the tolls, but the farmer has no grievance that way. He 
has ne\’er to pay the toll. 

18.788. Do you think it would be better to have a 
amallvr toll enrering than a larger one on the cattle 
actually sold P — A smaller toll would yield nothing. 

18.78U. You do get it at present on the cattle nctuaUv 
sold ? — Yes, 


18, "Wh ^^^lat percentile of them is sold P — •Two-thirds 
at some fairs, and not so much at any of the other fairs. 

18,791. Would you say that is the highest percentage 
sold? — Yes. At some of the earlier fairs thecattle come 
in repeatedly and went home unsold. 'Fhe farmers never 
pay the toll, as stated by Mr. O’Donnell. 

18,7.98. Is not it from the men in possession of the 
animal passing the gap you get the toll P — 'ITie principal 
buyers make au arrangement that all cattle go through, so 
that the farmer never pays. 

18.793. ^Yhea do you collect that toll then ? — From 
these liuyevs on their going to the railway in the afeernoon, 
but the general public are charged at the gap. 

18.794. You never consider whether they arc buyer or 
seller. If sold the charge must he paidP — Yes, and the 
seller is always there because he goes to the railway to be 
paid. 

18,796. Wiat are your receipts? — The receipts for ilie 
hast four years from the potato market are os follows : — 
1884.39I. 16S.9J.; 1885, 42/. 12s.; 1886. 40/. 11s. 5rf. ; 
1887, 'd4/. 12s. Irf. Then 1 make about 25/. or 26/. a year 
from the fairs. Out of the receipts I have to pay a weigh- 
inastcr 20/., 40/. rent, aud then 23 men on an average at 
2i. a day, as well as my own time and labonr expended 
and my sons. 

18,796. Is there any other gentleman who has nny 
observations to make ? — No answer. 


The inquiry then concluded. 


CLONMEL-CO. TIPPERARY. 


"With reference to my inquiry in Clonmel on the 3rd November 1888, 1 beg to 
report as follows : — 

Cloumel is an inland town, situated chiefly in the county of Tipperary, but partly in 
the county of "Waterford. It is built on both sides of the River Suir, and is a station 
on the Waterford and Limerick Railway line. It is the chief town of the county of 
Tipperary, and certainly deserves to be for its. extent aud trade. The sti’eets are 
many — well paved, wide, and cleanly kept. The houses are well and symmetrically 
built, and the local industries consist in a tannery, brewery, millers, and au extensive 
general trade. The local affairs ai'e administered by the mayor, aldermen, aud 
councillors of the Corporation of Clonmel, and the population is 9,^25. 

The market day is Satm-day ; but the potato maiket is held on Tuesday and 
Saturday, and the milk market every day in the week. 

The fairs are held on the first Wednesday of each month, with the exception of the 
mouths of May and November, when the fairs are held on the 5th of each 
respectively. A pig fair is held on the first Monday of each month. 

All the markets and faiiu are free from toll, except the butter aud potato markets, 
lu the former a charge of 3d. is levied if the butter is brought into the market before 
10 o’clock a.m., and 3d. if brought in after that horn’ ; iu each case whether the butter 
is subsequently weighed or not. In the potato market a chai’ge of Id. per sack is 
levied for weighing that commodity, 

The potato market is the property of Mr. Henry McCarthy. The butter market 
is the property of the Corporation of Clonmel. No rights are exercised by the 
Coriwration or other authority over the general markets or fairs. 

The public records show that three patents wei*e granted for the borough of 
Clonmel. The fii’st is dated 19th May, 6 James I., and granted to a Walter Lawless 
the lawful customs of said manor. The second is dated 5th July, 6 James I,, inid, 
granted to the mayor, &c. of Clonmel the customs, tolls, &c. of the town, and a 
market on Tuesday and Saturday. The third patent is dated 22nd February, 
54 George III., and granted to John Bagwell 10 fairs, viz., the first Wednesday in 
every month, except the months of May aud November. It is stated that the fairs 
on the 5th of the months of May and November have been held from time 
immemorial. 
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The Corporation contemplate the establishment and erection of an enclosed market 
for fish, fowl, fruit, vegetables, and roll butter, and are about applying in this present 
Session to Parliament for a special Act. 

In accordance with my instructions I have inspected the market place and fair 

places, &c. -1 • np • n . 

The general market is held on the streets of the town, different portions of which 
are allotted by custom to the exposure and sale of the various commodities. Beyond 
whatever the streets and houses in them afford, there is no shelter or accommodation 
provided for those frequenting the markets. 

The fairs are also held on the streets. As at the mai'kets they have different streets 
for the sale of each species of animal. 

The butter market is held iu a large, well-ventilated house off the public street, 
and situated in a central and suitable position. There are two enti’auoes to it. A scale 
is provided for the weighing of butter, and it is stated to be ample for the trade done 
there. The butter market is completely covered in, and all firkin butter brought to the 
town sold there. Each buyer has his name posted up around the wall, and according 
as the butter is bought it is arranged under the name of the buyer. 

The potato market is held in an enclosed space of about one-quarter acre off the 
public street. A shed runs down one side of the market, and on the whole it seems to 
give satisfaction. 

Hay and straw is weighed at two private ouncils in the town, where a charge 
of per load is levied. 

In 1872 the Corporation appointed a Mr. Bagwell the “ butter weighmaster,” who 
worked the market and applied the profits to the benefit of the town generally. 
In 1882 he gave over the entire control to the Corporation, who now work it and rent 
the building from Mr. Bagwell. 

A rule exists in the butter market restraining the buying of butter until after 
11 o’clock a.m., and a practice likewise prevails in allowing a deduction of 1 lb. for 
Boakage, in addition to the actual tare of tbe empty firkin, from the gross weight. 

Appended will be found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

John J. O’Meara, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Dublin. Assistant Commissioner. 


Clonmel, 3rd November 1888. 


Davib J. Clancy, Esq., Solicitor, Town Clerk, 
examined. 

18, 7.^7. You are the town clerk of Clonmel ? — Yes. 

18.798. A corporation is established here P — Yes. 

18.799. When were they established ? — Under a charter 
of Charles the Second. 

18.800. Are they the market authority here in Clonmel P 
—The only market they have any oontrm over ie the butter 
market. 

18.801. On what day is that held? — ^That is held on 
Saturday. 

18.802. Is the sale of butter confined to that Saturday? 
— Well, practically it is. There are one or two private 
buyers who buy at their own establishments on other days. 

18.803. Have you any restrictions on the sale of butter P ■ 
—No. 

18,80-1. I suppose it is customary to bring it in in 
quanuties on Saturday? — Yes. 

18.805. What other markets are there existing here in 
Clonmel?— 'Ibere is the potato market, which belongs to a 
private owner. 

18.806. What is his name ? — Mr. Henry McCarthy, of 
Dublin. I do not know his address mote particularly. 

18,80/. Has he got any saperintendent or manager in 
that? — He has got an agent here, Mr. O’Donnell. 

18.808. What is his address? — 3, Queen’s Street, 
CSonmel. 

18.809. What day is that potato market held ? — ^'fhe 
potato market is held on Tuesday and Saturday, I think. 
He exacts a toll of Ic^. per sack. 

18.810. Is that for waghing the commodiir, or is it a 
toll proper? — It is for thehberty of selling in the market. 


18.811. Then he ascertains the weight of the sacks of 
potatoes ? — I am not aware. 

18.812. Is that potato mai-ket an enclosed space? — 
It is. 

18,813-14. Walled in ?— Yes. 

18,816. Could you give me a description of it P Has it 
shelter accommodation, or is it a large building P — It is a 
yard— a bare yard — I suppose about a quarter of an 
English acre in extent, off New Street in this town. 

18.816. Are there any sheds in it? — No. There is one 
shed, 1 think, at one side. 

18.817. Is that a shed under wliioli the beam and scales 
is, or has he any beam and scales there P — I do not know. 

18.818. Is that ])enny per sack charged irrespective of 
the quantity in the sack P — As for as I am aware it is. 

^18,819. What other markets are there in Clonmel P — 
'I’here ie a market held iniliscriminutely on the street, over 
which we have no control. It is held just at the Main 
Guard, Clonmel, for lump butter, fowl, vegetables, eggs, 
fruit, and other matters sold there. 

18,820. About the streets P — Yes. 

18,821-2. Are these by hawkers or the producers bringing 
them in carts ? — By the producers in carta and baskets. 

1B,8'23. Do they always stand in this particular street P 
— Yes, by custom. 

18,824. That bos created it practically into a market P — 
Yes. 

18,826. You have no control over them ? — No. 

18.826. Has anybody control over them P — No. 

18.827. No market rights are vested in anybody else P — ■ 
No. 

18.828. Nor have these people to pay any charge what- 
ever P— No. i' J / 6 
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18.829. Uo the; cause much obstruction there P — ^The; 
do a good deal. 

18.830. Were proceedinga ever taken for that obstruction ? 
—No. 

18.831. Was it ever contemplated by tlie corporation to 
establish a properly enclosed market place for the people, 
and confine the sale of all commodities to such premises ? 
Yes, it has been determined on lutel;, and the corpora- 
tion have taken steps. They have appointed a committee 
to receive and report on the desirability of a site where a 
market might be established for tbe sale of these things 
now sold on the streets, and afford shelter to those people, 
because they suffer a good dml in winter ffom the 
inclemency of the weather. 

18,332. Is that a committee of the corporation or of the 
inhabitants of the town P — Of the corporation. 

18.833. Are they seeking for a provisional order P — They 
are, under the Public Health Act. 

18.834. Have they taken the initial proceedings P — Not 
yet. I think the notice must be published in November, 
ami we are going to do so at once. 

18.835. Then do they contemplate making rules re- 
strming these people from exposing their produce on tbe 
streets of the town P — Certainly. 

18, 838. Will that meet with tbe wishes of the inh^itants 
and traders of the district P — It will, 

18,837. Have they offered any opposition ? — No opposi- 
tion. They are very anxious to get such a market 
provided . 

18,833. Are |>otntoes sold anywhere in the town besides 
in the potato market P — ^They are sold generally through 
the tmvn. 

18,339. Are they exposed in the street along with the 
other commodities P — No, they arc not. 

18,8411. You do not know under what authority 
Mr. McC!arthy holds that market P — I do not know. 

19.841. Has it always been held there P — It lias. The 
corporation ]>uy Iiim a sum of 2Z. 12s. a year to ]ireserve 
the right to the public of entering it. 

18.842. Was it originally belonging to the corporation P 
— I have been unable to trace that. 

18.843. You do not know bow he holds P — I do not. 

18.844. Does he own the site P — He mvns the site. 

18.845. Yon do not know whether it is or not p — Yes, 
if it could he convenient to send for his agent. 

18.846. ,\re there any other markets here P — There is a 
bay and straw market. 

18.847. 'Where is tliat held P — That is held in a place 
called Barrack Street, tbe Mall and Barrack Street. 

18.848. Is the other market for lump butter, eggs, fowl, 
and fruit held on Saturday 7 — Yes. 

18.849. Is the bay and straw alivays allocated to 
Barrack Street P — Yes. 

18.850. What other markets are there 7 — ^Thcn we have 
the roots and turnips on the same day. Tliey are sold in 
tbe same place also — in Barrack Street and Richmond 
Street. 

18.851. I suppose there are no rights claimed over 
these? — No. 

_ 18,962. Pi-actically there are no rights whatsoever exer- 
W8ed_ over the people who hold their markets on the 
public tboroughfarc? — No- 

18. 853. These are all the markets you have mentioned ? 
— ^Then there are monthly fairs ; the pig fair on the first 
Monday of each month. I am remimied of other markets 
held here. They are held on the streets. One is the milk 
market, which is held at the end of Mary Street. 

18.854. On Saturday? — Every day; and the other is 
the sour milk market, which is held In Blind Street. 

18,866. Every dayP — Yes. 

18.856. Id this scheme projecced by the corporation do 
Aey _ contemplate exacting a toll from the people? — 
l^ertMly they do. 

18.857. This butser market is, practically, the only one 
at present under the control of ^e cori>oration ? — ^Yes. 

18.858. Have you a committee of the corpesation 
Appointed to look after that? — We have. It jdelds a 
revenue to the corporation, averaging about 40Z. a year net 
profit. However, the secretary will know more about 
that. 

18.859. What is the name of that committee P — It is 
called the butter market committee. 


18.860. Have you any byelaws in the corporation 
regulating that butter market committee ? — We have. 

18.861. You hare not got them with you? — No. I 
could send for them. 

18.862. Who is the secretary ? — Mr. William M. Casey. 

18.863. That market is held on Saturday ? — It is only 
held on Saturday. 

18.864. Have you got scales and the ordinary appliances 
for ascertaining tl^e weight of the butter P — ^Yes. 

18.865. Do you restnun the sale of butter elsewhere 
than in the butter market ? — ^No, we do not. 

18.866. Except when it goes to the private coosumere, 
does it m to your market P — There is a good deal sold in 
lumps through tbe town. 

18.867. Does any lump butter go into your market? — 
No. 

18.868. Your market is on enclosed building P — It is. 

18.869. Is there shelter aceommodatiou there? — Yes. 
It is a vety good market. 

18.870. You have heard no compitunts in that respect? 
— ^No. It U a very good budding, in a very suitable and 
central imsition. 

18.871. Does it afford ample sj.>ace fur the butter here P 
— Yes. I 

18372. On the whole, would you say it is a good butter 
market in Clonmel ? — 1 should say a very good one. 

18.873. Does the number of firkins come up to Tippe- 
rary ? — It does not. 

18.874. "When ore the fiiirs held P — The pig fair on the 
first Monday in each month. The ordinary cattle and 
horse fair ore lield on the first Wednesday in each month, 
except May and November, when the furs are on the 5th. 

18.875. 'When was this monthly pig fair established P — 
Wi-II, I have nut been able to trace the commencement of 
it. It has been established for ueoturies. 

18.876. On the first Monday in each month P — Yes. 

18.877. Could you trace back the establishment of the 
cattle and boi-se fair? — No, I could notj that has been 
established for centuries, too. 

18.878. Does the corporation exercise any rights over 
these fairs P — None whatever. 

18,8/9. There is no toll leried at the fairs here? — No, 
there is not. Therewasiipto fiOyears ago by Mr. Bagwell. 
He exacted the toll, but alter that time, for some reason or 
another, it ceased to be collected. 

18380. Wliere are the fairs held P — On tbe public streets 
throughout the town. 

18,891. Are there different streets allotted for each 
<le&cri|)tion of animal ; have you one street for cattle and 
another for horses P— The cattle are exposed in Gladstone 
Street, Parnell Street, and Main Street : the sheep in Mary 
Street, Pelcr Street, and Duncan Street ; and the horses 
then on the Malt and the lower end of Parnell Street. 

18.882. And the plgsP — On Fethord Road and Stephen's 
Street. 

18.883. Are these the only animals brought in and 
exposed for sale on the streets here ? — These are the only 
ones. There is an ass market in tbe Mall. 

18,834. Was the fact of the fiurs being held on the .streets 
ever complained of by the traders and private inhabitants 
of the town P— Not generally. 

18,895. Were any representations ever made to the 
corporation to get them removed ofl' the streets P — There 
were many yeai's ago, but the pr<yect found very few 
supporters, and it tell through, and it has never been 
rerived. 

18,386. So that, although tbe corporation is going to 
establish a general market and confine the sale of all 
marketable commodities to it, you do not contemplate the 
removal of the fairs P — No. 

18387. If it was contemplated by the corpontioii, do 
you think it would receive opposition from the traders in 
the immediate neighbourhood of where tbe fiun are held P 
— Yes, considereble opposition. 

18,888. The corporation cleans the streets ? — Yes. 

18,^9. Does not the fact that the fairs are held on tbe 
public thoroughfare occasion considerable expense in 
deaning the streets P — Yes, it does a good deal. 

18,890. You could not give any approximate idea of the 
expense incurred P— No ; but 1 could have the town 
inspector here, who would tell you. 
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'ITjen, I presume, the traders in the immediate 
vicinity of these fairs would put up with auv inconvenience 
causeti to them, pureiv for trade purposes? — Yes. In their 
^ray they think the fairs oufht to be held on the streets, 
the s lOps being opened aud shelter given to those attend- 
ing the fairs, while if they were exposed in s field, or any- 
thing that way, they would exjieiience some discomfort. 
Ther very often stand in the doorway near where the 
cattle arc, and they ore able to keep tfaicmscives dry and 
warm there. 

1S,892. Do you thiuk it would be better for the town of 
Clonmel, and for the proper management of the markets 
and fairs, if all were uuder the conti-ol of the corporation P 
— 1 am afraid I could not answer that. 

18,il93. You never considered it? — No. 

ld,8&4. Have you any ideas at all on that subject your- 
self, because from your position I would like an expression 
of opinion from yon, if possible, as to whether you think 
throughout the country it would be advisable or desirable 
that the market .authorities should be the local authori^ of 
the town, which would work the markets and fairs for the 
benefit cf the town generally P — I should think so, I 
think it would he a great advantage. 

18.895. Do you think the fact of this butler market 
being held and belonging to the corporation tends to the 
better management of it, and gives greater satisfaction to 
the prodneers and the buyers ? — I am quite sure it does. 

18.896. You would like to see the same thing existing 
all over the country? — I would. 

18.897. Did you bring the queries I sent you before the 
corporation or any of the members ? — No. 

18,398. Was the corporation at any capital expenditure 
in the erection of this butter market ? — I do not think they 
expended any money. They rent it from Mr. Bagwell. 

18.899. I presume they pay the taxes P — Yea. 

18.900. What is the consolidated rate here? — 3s. 5d. in 
the pound. 

18.901. Ihese are the municipal rates ? — Y’es. 

18.902. 'Hie poor-rate is additional ? — Yes. 

18.903. What is that ? — The jwor-rate is 2s. 9d. in the 
pound, 1 thiuk. 

18.904. Then, I suppose, yon get the ordinary deductions 
from Mr. Bagwell ?— Yes. 

18.905. Thej' have got the jilace under lease ? — Yea. 

18.906. You do not know the narticulai-s of that lease P 
— No. 

18,907- Are there any special covenants in it by which 
they are bound to maintain the market place or market ? — 
Mr. Casey will know that. My impression is we are 
bound to maintmn it as a market. 

18,908. Now, have }'ou any suggestions yourself, 
Mr. Clancy, to offer ?— No, I have not. 


Mr. Malongue examined. 

I8,fl09. Is your establishment in the immediate viciuity 
of the fairs or any of ihem? — Yes, just at the horse 
market and the bay and straw market. 

18.910. Does the fact of the fair being held opposite 
your door, or in the immediate rieinity, occasion you any 
inconvenience ?—Nn, not the least. 1 think if they were 
removed it would be the greatest loss to the people in the 
locality. It is a very long and wide street ; I believe 65 feet 
wide. 

18.911. Within your recollection no accidents have 
happened there, by the fact of the h irse fair being held on 
the street? — I have not known any accidents. 

18.912. Would that be the opinion of all your neigh- 
hours, that they would he opposed to tlie removal of the 
fairs to a properly enclosed lair green ? — Well, I think 
they ivoiild not be opposed to remove the fairs from that 
place. There are no homed cattle kept then. 

I. 84 H. 3 . Would they olgect to the removal of the fairs 
off the streets P — They would. 

18.914. At all event? you would do so? — I would 
object. 

18.915. Have you any e.xperience of other fairs besides 
those held iu Clonmel, or did you ever buy and sell at 
other fairs? — Indeed I did. 

18.916. In fairs where tolls are lened } — ^I have. 

18.917. Do you think from yonr experience, whatever 
experience you have had, that the fact of a toll being 


levied in (.ther tovvns acts os a deterrent on people bringing 
their cuttlu or produce into the market or fair? — I think it 
docs. Fethoru is the nearest place where the people are 
obliged to pay tolls, and there ore only a few fairs during 
the year. 

18.918. But do you think where eo tolls are levied that 
fact docs not induce people to hring their auimaU to that 
particular fair, or tbcir commodities tu tlie market P— It 
might to parties who Imve a g^t deal of traffic in stock ; 
it might prevent them from going to these fairs. 

18.919. I gather from your answers that it is your 
opinion it is not the toll they look tu hut the market, and 
if a good market they go to it, whether u toll is leived or 
notP — Indecfl I think Ihey would. That is my opinion. 

18,921). Here, in Clonmel, have they got the system of 
luck-penny P — That is a general tiring in eTCry place. 

18.921. And it is here P — Yes, whntevei- u man wishes to 
give for luclc. 

18.922. la there any fixed payment P — Not at all, 

18.923. Is it always left to the disposition of the seller ? 

18.924 . Is anything fixed at the pig fair ? — ^Yes, there is 
a fixed price there. 

18.925. Wliat is it P — ^You ore obliged to pay Gd. to the 
buyer, to allow him Cd. 

18.926. AHhougb no toll is paid P — Yes. 

18.927. Is there any fixed charge on any other animal ? 
— Not that I know. 

18.928. Have you any suggestions to offer about the 
fairs and markets in this town or elsewhere? — No. 


Ml'. Peter Colmnb, Town Commissioner, examined. 

18.929. Have you onvthing to say on the subject of this 
inquiry P—Mr. Clancy has given you aE the information. 
'I’he only thing I wish to say is that many shopkeepers, 
such as drapers and others who sell fancy goods, would do 
a great deal more business if the fairs were held outside 
the town, because scarcely any business in the fancy way is 
dons in town on fair days. I know in my business, 
photography, I have done nothing on a fair day, and I am 
coming here over 25 years. 

18.930. Is that on account of the filth occasioned? — It 
is owing to the throng of people and the cattle on tlie 
street. 

18.931. Have you ever seen them on the pathways P— ^ 
Sometimes I have, but they generally keep them on the 
road. Sheep are frequently on t6e pathway. I may 
mention that 1 have been resident in Traleo for many years, 
and there they hold the fairs in the vicinity of the town, 
and there is very mucli more business done than in 
Clonmel. The farmers' ivives and daughters go into the 
town to do business wliilc the men are in tlis fair 
green, and I have nolioed that there is a great deal more 
business done tlian in any other town. 

18.932. I take it you would approve of a system of 
confining the sale of these animals to a properly enclosed 
fair green just in the vicing of the streets of the town ?— 
V es, 'ITie horse fair here is not much. 

18,9.1j, Is it objectionable P— No. It is partly out of 
the town. 

18,9.14, But in any case you would not like the fair 
green to be any distance from the trade of the town P— 
No. 

18,935. It should be convenient to all establishments ? 
— Yes. 


Mr. William M. Casey e.xainiiicd. 

18.936. Y’ou are the secretary to the Butter Market Com- 
miLtee of the corporation P — Y"ee. 

18.937. Is the sole duty of that committee the overseeing 
of the butter market P — Yes. 

18.938. Have they any other duties to perform ?— No. 

18.939. How many members in itP — Five members, 
appointed by the corporation. 

18.940. Have you got the rules regulating the working 
of this committee P — They arc appointed under resolutions 
of the corporation, and uniler certain set resolutions which 
wore submitted to the Local Government Board in the 
year 1882. 

18.941. They were established in 1882? — Yes. Perhaps 
I should mention to you that previous to that the eorpo* 
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radon had the riffht of appointing a weiglimaster, and they 
did appoint Mr. Richard I^swell iu the rear 1872. 
Mr. Bagn'ell held the o^ce in a nominal way, and he 
appointed ilcputies to manage the market, these deputies 
consisdnit of members of the corporation and one or two 
of the principal residents in the town. 

18,f)42. Did he derive any profit ft-om the pla«)? — Ho 
gave them the entire control over tlie office, to work the 
market for the t>enefitof the town. The expense of the 
market was heavy otving to its being a weekly market, 
and required a staff to work h. The fact of it is, for a 
day’s work a week's wages have to be paid, but the funds 
were allowed to aocumulate, and in the end, n-hatever 
balance of the funds remained after the working of the 
market was handed over to the cor|xiratioD ; the corpora- 
tion got from the butter market committee in 1882 a sum 
of lOOf. In 1883, it being then in their own handa, they 
got 50/. 

18.943. Was that the net profit ? — The way in which it 
is managed is that at the end of every year the committee 
see what balance they have on hand. They keep a sum 
to work the mui'ket during the season, and the surplus is 
given over to the corporation. 

18.944. This sum of 100/. in 1882 was an accumulation 
<f previous years P — Yes. 

18,946. What did they get in 1884 P — ^They got 20/. i 
hi 18S5 20/. ; in 1886 40/. ; in 1887 60/. ; and in 18S3 
30/. 

18,946. These sums are over and above the actual 
expense of management and the sum put to a reserve 
fund P — Yes. 

]S,947- Have you got the last balance sheet of the 
butter market committee ? — I could let you have a copy 
of it. I should mention there arc two balance sheets, one 
for the Local Government Board auditor who audits the 
accounts os portion of the accounts of the corporate 
receipts. That account is mode up to the 31st August in 
each year, that is the time the munidpal accounts end; 
but tbe account that is handed to the committee is made 
up to 31st December in each year. 

18.948. Does that go more fully into the particulars P— 
The corporation account would show what hi'.come.i of the 
halance every year. 'I'he account is made up to the 
31st December, showing the balance then on hand, and 
when the committee have that halance before them they 
decide how much will go to the corporation and bowmuch 
is necessary to be retained for the working of tbe market 
until the next season. 

18.949. In the expenditure you have the salaries fully 
set outP — Yes, the books show the expenditure under 
the head of salaritss, w-ages, rents, taxes, and all that. 

18.950. You have not got the individuals names P — I 
am the secretary, and there is a weighmaster. 

18,961-2. Have you got more than one weiglnnusterP— 
!^o, only one, and the superintendent of the market. 

18,95-34. You have only one butter market each week P 
—Yes. 

18,955. Have not this committee made some ndes 
regulating the hours for the sole of butter in tbe market P 
— ^hey Imve. 


18.956. Are these rules printed P — They were jirinted up. 
hut I am afraid th^ removed a good portion of the year. 

I think 1 could let you have copies of them. 

18.957. I would like copies of any documents posted up 
regulating tbe working of the market? — Yes. 

18,968. Whut hour does it usually begin P — During the 
season the market is open for the reception of butter at 
8 o’clock, and it is received up to half-past 10. Any 
butter coming to the market after liolf-post 10 is charged 
double toll. 

18.959. What is the charge P — For earlier butters, that 
is, b^ore half-past 10, the toll is 3d. per firkin, and after 
half-past 10, fid. 

18.960. Is that the butter market where I saw a lot of 
cars coming around the comer P — Yes, in Gladstone Street. 

18.961. One man comes up when another is gone 
into the yard, they must go in singly? — ^Yes, but tliere 
is some official of the corporation in .the street who 
marks it. If they are in the street or tbe neighbour- 
hood of the market there is only a tlmsepenny charge. 

18.962. (s that the only chaige you levy on the butter, 
tbe 3d. and fid. P — Yes. 

18.963. It is only on the firkin of butter ? — Yes. 

18.964. Lump butter never comes into your market ? — 
No. 

18.965. Have you got coo[wrs employed P— I will tell 
you the system stiortly. When tbe butter is brought into 
the market it is drained, and the hoops removed, and then 
fared by the two coopers. IE there is any dispute about 
the tura. the nn-ner claiming that the tare is less than 
that actually marked on tbe casks, the firkin is stripped 
and tbe tare obtained ; but that docs nut occur ie many 
instances, because the coopers mark on the firkin its 
weight as it Icuva the block. 

I8,96f). Do they burn it into the firkin? — Generally. 
Sometimes it is only pendlled. but tlie regulation is to 
allow I lb. in addition to what is marked for soakage. In 
weighing the butter they never take into account the 
fractions of 1 lb. If a firkin is marked 9 Ihs. leaving the 
cooper's hands, it is marked 10 at the market, that is, 
allowing 1 lb. for the soakage of tbe water. 

19,967- Do not the coopers completely drain it P — Yea, 
bnt still there is a certain soakage they must allow'. 

18.968. Is that allowance |>ecu1iar to Clonmel ? — I think 
it is general. There have been instances in which, upon 
testing the weight of the firkin actually, it has been found 
to Iw considerably in excess of the pound. 

18.969. Is that the cooper’s fault? — In one ca.se tbe 
committee bad a prosecution for (he purpose of ]mnishing 
the cooper for marking the firkin 9 lbs. where it weighed 
12 lbs. leanng the block. There have been a few 
attempts at fraud in that way, and even tbe butter after 
being marked in that way has passed through the scales, 
and tickets issued to the farmers. 

18.970. Have you printed tickets P — Yes, with blocks. 

(7'Ae /olloioin^ is a covy of the tickets in use. tohieh the 
witness suose^ueuili/ handed ia.) 


CLONMEL BUTTER MARKET. 

CLONMEL BUTTER MARKET. 
Mr. 

Date 188 . 

Dote 1 9R 




Weight. ■ Tare. 
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18,971 • Is it when you (jive this ticlcet to the seller he 
psys your cberge P — He pays the charge m return for the 
ticket. Then 1 should explain, in regard to the ticket 
for double toll, that ticket is printed on double colour 
paper. 

18.972. "When you give this ticket and oscertain the 
werffht of if. is the butter actually sold P— Ob, no. It is 
oFimcuds the sale bikes place, when the farmer has the 
ticket in his possession, and he goes over with the ticket 
to the merchant he sells. 

18.973. ^\’hat hour do the buyers usually begin? — 
They generally commence about half-past 11. 

13.974. When you cooper the butter brought in at 
8 or 9 o’clock, and the buyers do not come for a couple 
of hours after, is the butter exposed to weather, or have 
you a shed for it P — It is in the market-house. 

18.975. And that market-house affords sufficient shelter 
accommodation ? — It is completely roofed in. 

18.976. Do you keep any record of the number of 
fii'kins that come pei'ioaically to the markup — lean dve 
you the numbers since the year 1881. From the 1st Jan- 
uaiy to the 31st December 1881 the number of firkins 
brought in was 1?>55:?; in 1882 the number went down 
to 12,628; in 1883 there were 16,862; in 1884, 16,807; 
in 1885. 19.524; in 1886, 18,923; in 1887, 12,767. I 
wish to mention, with regard to the falling off in the 
fluantity coming to the market between 1886 and 1887, 
tnat at the end of 1886 there were creameries established 
in the nei^bonrhood and completely tapped the supply. 
There u'as one then but now two in Cloumel, and one or 
two at Pethard. 

18.977. Are not the firkins occasionally brought to the 
private merchants’ stores without passing through your 
market P — There is rne merchant living outside the 
borough to whom the firkins are brought by the formers, 
and they do not pass through the market. 

18.978. Does he levy any charge 1 — 1 think not. 

18.979. Is that the only merchant? — No. If it was in 
the borough we would be entitled to get the toll. 

18.980. Did a case hap]ien where the farmers go directly 
to the privTite merchants’ stores ? — Not that I am aware ot. 

18,931. If such an event happened you would lake 
proceedings to recover the toll P — I would demand the toll. 

13,082. Do you think the coloration tight extends 
to the municipal boundary P — Only to the municipal 
boundary. 

18,933. Thin is the butter alwap actually weighed 
before a sale is effected? — Yes. Sometimes there me 
exceptions. We get it by the train, and that comes in at 
half-past 11 or lu o’dick, and in that case it is a little 
late. Then the butter is bought by lump, and if the 
farmers wish to have the butter weighed it U weighed for 
them. 

18.984. Is the firkin itself bought by bulk? Yes. The 

merchants come and offer so much for the firkin as it 
stands. 

18.985. Do you receive a charge forthatP— Certainly. 
Under the rules all butter brought into the market has to 
pay the toll, whether it is weighed or not. 

18.986. Or whether you perform any duties or not? 

Yes. 

18.987. What appbances have you in this market for 
ascerttuning the weight of the butter? — Only one scales. 

18.988. Is that ample for the trade ? — Yes, because we 
are able to weigh sometimes at the rate of 200 firkins an 
hour. 

16.989. No undue delay is caused ? — I believe, since the 
corporation got the roaDagemeut of the market, there has 
been a very mat improvement, because, formerly, the 
system was to have the butter sold before being weighed, 
and then there were very often disputes as to the tares, 
and, occasionally, the butter was not weighed until 4 and 
5 o’clock in the evening, and sometimes dark night. Now 
that is completely altered. I'hey are able to buy at half- 
past 12 o'clock, and the whole market is dear and nearly 
all the butter paid for at 2 o’clock. 

18.990. Down to wbat weight are you able to ascertain 

or do you usually ascertdn ? — Down to a pound. ' 

18.991 . It must be a pound or nothing ? — ^Yes. 

18.992. Do you always give a cast of the beam, or do 
you weigh by standing beam P— Standing beam may mean 
a pound off. 


18.9.0. 3. Does the buyer usually obtain any charge ftojn 
the seller of tlie firkin as daewhere'.P In some places it is 
customary for the seller to give the buyer l.«. for each 

firkin. Docs any such rule or practice exist betep Not 

that I am aware of. The fact is the offldals of the market 
interfere as little os possible between buyer and seller. 

18.. 094. You have a derk making up the tickets ?_1 
issue the tickets and take the money. The tickets contain 
merely the weight and tore. They are not made up. 

18,995. You never officially ask them the contract price 
paid for the firkin P — Sometimes I ask for curiosity. 

19,9.06. Supjjosing it was required from the corporation 
to make a periodical return of the current price of the 
butter here in the market, could such a return lie made 
or is it possible to make it P — I keep no record of the 
price. 

18.997. If it was required in futui-e, could you mnke 
such a return P — It would bo possible from the news- 
papers. 

18.998. Not from the newspapers, but from an official 
source ilirectly from the buyers and sellers P — No, I could 
not do it. 

18.999. Is it (Ktssible P — It is not possible. I have kept 
no record, for this reason, that the members of the 
corporation stated that they would int^ere as little 
as possible between the buyer aud seller, but provide the 
accommodation and see the weighing is properly done. If 
they do that to their satisfaction, but they do not want 
to interfore with the prices. 

19.000. When you give the ticket yoor duties are 
performed so far as buyer and seller ore concerned P— 

Ves. 

19.001. With the exception of keeping order while file 
firkins are exposed for saluF — Yes. 

19.002. How many firkins come there usually on aday? 
— It varies according to the season. For instance, to-day 
at the time I was leaving, tliere were more than .300, and 
last Saturday 452 or 620, and then in a heavy jiarb of the 
season it went up to 700, but there used to bo sometimes 
90(1 ; that is, before the oi'eomcries were established. 

19.003. Are there any of them in townp — There arc 
two. 

19.004. Dill the corporation ever contemplate levying 
any charge off the establishments? — No. I do not see 
how they could. 

19.005. From what districts is the butter brought here ? 
— From a very wide district. From Ballyporeen and the 
borders of Kilkenny, and beyond Castrel, and then from 
the neighbourhood of Thurlcs, and the Dungan'an direc- 
tion. The butter comes from districts 14 and 16 miles 
away. 

19.006. Have you ever heard complaints of any in- 
accuracy in ascertaining the weights of a firkin of bntter ? 
— No. On the contrary, ihe sellers of bnttei’ are so 
confident that they are dealt fairly with that very often 
in a great many instances they do not see their butter 
weighed at all. 

19.007. Do you ever mark the weight in chalk? — They 
always mark it in chalk. 

19.008. And, in addition, you give the docket P — Yes. 

19.009. The buyer would not complete his confiact wilii 
the seller until be sees the ticket P— lie goes and examines 
the butter, and they agree to the price. 

19.010. In order to see the weight, does he go by the 
chalk marks on the firkins P — He pays by the ticket, and 
has an opportunity of checking the marks afterwards. 

19.011. Do you ever hear that the marks were altered 
on the firkin or your ticket? — No. 

19.012. Have you ev'er liatl occasion to take any pro- 
ceedings for fraud in the preparation of the bntter P— I 
t^e it on myself to give direettons and report the matter 
afterwards to the committee to get their approval of the 
action I took. 

19.013. Does the committee of the corporation act as 
. c^pIainantP — It is generally the town inspector. If s 

fraud is reported to me either in the packing 
of butter by adding salt, or putting bad butter unfit for 
human food at the sides of the firkins, and that is 
discovered on the firkins being stripped for the purpose 
of taring, I take out a summons in the name of the 
superintendent of tne market, who is the town inspector. 
I have to do that, and 1 immediately report to the mayor 
or some other members of the committee, and if they 
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approve of tlie action the case goes at the borough petty 
sessions. 

U/,014. Do the fines go to the benefit of the corporation i' 

The fines in Clonmel go to the Fines and Penaltdes 

Fund. 

19.015. Are these prosecutions of frequent onourrenoe ? 
— They are very few. There were only three or four 
since 1882. 

19.016. Then they are of rture occurrence? — Yea. I 
think the few prosecutions we liave had liad u very 
beneficial effect. 

19.017. Do you know is there a weighbridge erected 
in the town ^ "the corporation P — There is not. 

19,018- Do they ever weigh hay and straw? — Hay and 
straw are weighed at a private ouncil. 

19.019. 'NSTio is the owner of that? — Mr. Morgan Jones 
is the owner of the principal one, and there is also one at 
T. C. Grubbs, Bichmond Street. 

19.020. Do they levy any charge for weighing the hay 
and straw? — Yes, 3c/. a load. There is also another one, 
the mayor reminds me, in Fethard Boad, belonging to 
Mr. Morrisey. A great many years ago, when there was 
a general weighmaster in Clonmel, he had a weighbridge 
outside the butter market, but it was taken up. It is not 
availed of much. 

19.021. You say they charge 3rf. a load P— So I under- 
stand. 

19, (^2. Has the hay always to be weighed P — 1 believe 
AO. I know very little about that. The roots and turnips 
and mangolds are also weighed, bat this is at the private 
ouncil. 

19,023. Mr. Clancy has stated that the corporation are 
moviog for a provisional order to erect a general market 
place. Is that your committee ? — No, it is the corpora- 
tion ; but it is only intended for fish, fowl, Iruit. 
vegetables, am] roll butter. It is not contemplated to have 
the bay and straw there. 


19,024. The overseeing of such a market would be vested 
in your committee ? — Yes. 

19,026. However, no arrangements have been made?— 
No. The way in which the butter market is managed 
at present is subject to the sanction of the Local Govern- 
ment Board. 

19 026. What is the number of the committee limited 
to ? — Five. Perhaps I should mention, this year there has 
been a very considerable increase in the butter. 

1.0,027. Do you think that the butter mai'ket is worked 
by the corporation to the satisfaction of the producers and 
buyers more than if it were an individual who was working 
it P— I am perfectly certain it is. I know there were many 
complaints before the present system was introduced, but 
everybody s«ms now to he pleased. 'ITie best test of the 
satisfaction given to the formers is the fact that they do 
not even think it necessary to be present when the weight 
is ascertained. 

19.028. The corporation never thought it necessary or 
desirable to lease the butter market to anybody P — Oh, no, 
not since 1882. Hic fact of it is no private person could 
work tbe butter market so economically as the corporation, 
because on Saturdays the labour tut is necessary is 
supplied by men constantly in tlidi employment, and paid 
for by tbe committee of the corporation. I'hey have other 
duties to perform other days of the week. 

19.029. If a firkin of butter was brought in any day of 
the week, could not they avail of your market? — Yes. 
'llie market is idle every day in the week. 

19,0;J0. Usually it is only u}>eDed on Saturday? — ^Tliero 
was an attempt made 14 years ago. when the market was 
managed by Mr. Bagwell’s deputies, to establish a second 
market, but it was a failure. 

19,031. You have not heai-d any complaints of the 
levying of this 3d. toll? — Noj but they sometimes com- 
plain very much of having to pay 6d. 

{The foUotoiixg staUinmt of accounU and hydaios wer« 
au^eqttently handed tu hy the foregoing witness.) 


CLONMEL BUTTER MARKET. 


Ba.lancb Shebt for the Year bkdiko 31st Dbce&iber 1887. 






£ 

5 




£ 

s. 

d. 

Balance from lost account 

. 



7H 

18 

5 1 

Ca. — Paid 

to Clonmel Corporation out of 











jiroceeds of market for 1886 

50 

0 

0 

Earnings. 







Exrbnditore. 





£ 

s. 

d. 





£ s. d. 




12,596 firkins (5] 3d. - 

. 157 

9 

1) 




' Salaries * 

- 33 17 6 




161 firkins 6d. - 

- 4 

0 

6 




1 Wages 

- 50 11 1 




— 

— 

— 

— 

161 

9 

6 

Repairs - 

- 1 0 9 




12,757 







, Printing 

* 4 13 1 











Rent and taxes - - - 44 10 10 











' Sundries 

- 4 6 9 




Interest from bank - 



. 

0 

8 

0 



138 

19 

0 

tluinlan and White, for right of adver- 




1 Balance in 





tising * 

- 



6 

U 

0 


bank on Slst December 1887 

56 

16 

11 


j£245 15 11 I .£246 15 11 


Date, Slst December 1887. 


Wm. M. Casbv. Seca-etary. 


CLONMEL BUTTER MARKET. 


This market bas been established with tbe approval of 
the Local Government Board for Ireland, acting under 
the nroxusions of tbe Public Health (Ireludl Act, 1878, 
for tbe sale of butter in casks or firkins, 

'file proWsions of the Markets and Fairs’ Clauses Act, 
1847 (in Viet. cap. 14), 

With respect to the holding of the market, and the 
protection thereof; 

With respect to the weighing of goods and carts; 
and 

With respect to stallages, rents, and tolls, 
apply to this market. 

iTie Local Government Board for Ireland has approved 
of there being ohargeil in this market a toll of 3d. upon 
every cask or firkin of butter brought in before half-past 
10 o’clock, a.m., and firf. upon every cask or firkin of 
butter brought in between half-past 1(1 o’clock, a.ni. 
and 12 o’clock noon, whether the same be weighed o 
qualified, or not weighed or qualified. 

I 5919C. 


Under the provisions of the Act 10 Viet. c. 14 (Markets 
and Fairs’ Clauses .Act), 

Every person who sells butter in firkins or casks in 
the borough of Clonmel, outside this market, in 
any place except in his own dwelling place or shop, 
shall, for every such offence, be liable to a penalty 
of 40s. (section 13;. 

Every person who eposes for sale in the market 
unwholesome prorisions shall be liable to a penalty 
of 5/. (section 15]. 

Every person who assaults or obstructs the officials 
of the narkxt will be liable to a penalty of 40i. 
(section 16). 

Edward C. Hacebtt, 

Alderman, 

Mayor of Clonmel. 

JoH.v Thomas Luther, 

Torn Clerk. 


K 
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CLONMEL BUTTER MARKET. 


Edward Muri'hy, Esq., Mayor of Clonmel, examined. 


Bybi.aws. 

(41 & 42 Viet. c. 52. — 10 Viet. c. 14.) 

■ The town council hereby Rive notice that the husinesa of 
this market will he conaucted subject to the provision# 
of -the above-mentioned Statutes and the fullowinj^ 
byelaws : — 

1. The market will be held, until further notice, on 

Saturdays, and butter will he received from 
7 o’clock, a.m., to 10.30 o’clock, a.m. ; and between 
the latter hour and 12 o’clock, noon, upon payment 
of a double toll. 

2. All butter will, according as it arrives in the house, 

be qualified, tared, drained, and then weighed. 
The coopers employed by the committee 'vill 
urraoRO the tares, and, when it is necessary to do 
su, wnll strip the butter, and weigh the c^ks or 
firkins in a scales provided for that purpose. 

3. The standard tare or the market is 16 lbs. for ordinai’y 

firkins, subject to arrangement. 

4. A bell will ring to signify when the weighing of 

butter is about to commence; and sellers are 
requested to be at the scales wheu their butter is 
being weighed, so as to prevent delay, otbemdse 
they will be put to considerable inconvenience. 

5. WTien butter w weight, a ticket will l« handed to 

the seller setting ont the quality, weight, and tares, 
and the seller will pay a toll of 3a. upon every 
firkin bronght by him to the market before half- 
past 10 o'clock, a.m., and M. upon every firkin 
admitted to the market after that hour. 

6. Buying will commence at half-past 11 o’clock, o.m. 

7. The managing commiltee will have in the market a 

sufficient stu of porters, who will carry the butter 
to the different parts of the market, as circum- 
stances may require ; but it is to he clearly under- 
stood that the committee incur no responsibility 
of any description with regard to the custody of the 
butter. 

9. The seller is to be considered as having the custody 
of the butter until he shall hare delivered it at a 
place in the market where the merchant i)Uvchastng 
sliall appoint to have it delivered. The porters 
employeo by the committee n-ill give all possible 
assistance for this purpose. 

9. Smoking in the market is strictly proliibited, and 
any person offending against this rule will be liable 
to e.xpnlsion. 

10. No person in the employment of the committee is 
permitted, under any circnmsiances, to receive 
natuities. and any of the officials offending against 
mis rule will be instantly dismissed. 

By Order. 

Edwabd 0. Hackett, 

Alderman, 

Mayor of Clonmel. 

John Thomas Litheb. 

Town Clerk. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of 
the byelaws for Clonmel Butter Market, admjted 
at a special meeting of the town council of Clon- 
mel (of which 3U days’ public notice was given) 
held on the I lih day of June 1883. 

(Signed) John Thomas Luther, 

Town Clerk. 



These byelaws confirmed by the Local Government 
Bo^ for Ireland, this 2(>th day of June 1883. 


Henry RoniNSON. 
Charles Croker King. 
George Morris. 



19,032. I believe the corporation deem it desirable to 
move for a provisional order to obtain potver to erect u new 
market ? — ^lEat is tlie intention just now. 

1.0, (13.3, Is that for the purpose of removing the people 
off the jiublic thoroiiglifore P — That is the intention. It is 
com|ilained by several res])ectnhle ratepayers that tltey are 
a cause of obstruction, and a disagreeable smell on many 
occasions emanates frum the fish, and it is the wish of 
the people tbnt there should tie a pince provided for tbem. 

19.034. Was it never thought desirable to remove the 
fairs off the pnbhc street to a properly enclosed fair gi'eenf 
—I really um not in a position to give an answer to that. 
I believe at one time there was some agitation, but it did 
not result in anything. 

19.035. Would you have any objection to give your onm 
opinion os to whether it would lie ilosimbie to remove 

them or allow them to remain wlun-e they arc ? Well I 

hai’c u great objection. ’ 

19.036. Have you ever bought at any towns where a toll 
woB levied ?— No, but I have some experience. 

19.037. Do you think that the cxoction of a toll acts as 
a deterrent on the iiroducer in bringing in commodities or 
cattle to the markets and fairs P — I could not soy that in 
the case of Kilkenny, because it is one of the largest 
montlily cattle fairs in the south of Ireland. 

19.038. Have any complaints ever been mode to the 
coqmiatioii of the filth and dirt cieatcd by these fairs in 
the streets ? — There has never been a complaint made 
directly in the cor|iomtioD since the coriHimtion got control 
of tlie streets, but before that complaints wore very often 
made tliat the dirt used to be left in the streets. 

19.039. Have you formed any ideas on the question as 
to whether it wouhl be desirable for local authorities, such 
as here in Clonmel, ami where no town commissioners 
exist, market cnminittees, having control or obtaining 
compulsory powers, to acquire the rights of the individuM 
owners of the markets and fairs throughout tlie country P 
Do you think tlie corporation or a committee of gentlemen 
here in Clonmel would work the markets and fairs to the 

belter antisfacHon of the buyers und sellers P I am quite 

certain they would. No private individnal can give more 
satisfaction than a public body. 

19.040. Tou would be in favour yourself of snob com- 
pulsory powers to acquire these rights being given?— I 
certainly would. 


Ihomas .1. Condon, Es<|., M.P., examined. 

P 19,041. Do you think that thn lci 7 ing of a toll at a fair 
arts in any ivay as a deterrent on ihe farmers bringing in 
their cattle or commodities, or do you think that the 
aboUtion or a radical reduction in the amount of the toll 
would act as on indneement to them to bring their animals 
in greater numbers P— I do not know whether it would be 
an inducement to bring the cattle to a fair or otherwise. I 
know from my own experience the exaction of a toll 
causes a good deal of friction between the buyers and 
sellers for a time. 


19, (U2. Then you think it is not to the value of the toll 
they look, but to the jiasition and state of the market P—1 
think both combined. It is iv very disagreeable thing to 
bavetopaytolUatonefair andnotto have to pay them 
m another. I hold they uw calcnlated to injure the 
market or fair where tolls are levied. 


19,043. Have you any suggestions to offer P— None 
whatever. 


1.9,044. Is there any other gentleman who has any 
observations to make or euggeations to offer P— No 


'I'he inquiry then concluded. 
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C ARRICK-ON-S UIR-CO . TIPPERARY. 


With reference to my inquiry in OaiTick-oa-Suix’ lield on the 5th Noyembor 1888, 1 
beg to report as follo\ys : — 

CaiTick-on-Suir is situated in the southern portion of the County of Tipperary. 
It is a station on the Waterford and Limerick Railway line. The River Suir runs 
along the side of CaiTick-oii-Suir, dividing it from Can’ick-a-beg, a suburban district, 
which is situated in the Cotmty of Waterfoi*d. The two portions are, however, now 
\mited for the administration of their local affairs, and two Commissioners represent 
Cairick-a-beg on the Board of I'own Commissioners. 

The town, adjoining as it does, three counties, has a pretty good trade iu agricultural 
produce. There are slate quarries in the neighbourhood, which afford additional 
employment. The streets are narrow, and the houses are fairly well-built. A fine and 
neat public park is situated between the railway station and the town. The population 
is 6,583. 

The market day is Saturday. The batter market is held on Tuesday since 1869, 
previous to which it was held on Wednesday and Saturday. 

The fairs are held on the last Thursday in each month, the 15th August, the 
11th October, and Thursday afterwards, and Whitsuu Thursday. A pig fair or market 
is held on the Monday previous to the ordinary fairs. 

The markets And fairs are toll-free, but at the former weighing charges are 
levied. 

No express grant was ever given of any markets or fairs in Carrick-on-Suir. 

No rights are exercised over the mai’kets or faii-a with the exception of the butter 
market, which is belonging to a Mr. William Boyd. It appears some 25 years ago 
Mr. Boyd was appointed the butter weighmaster by the magistrates of the county, and 
since then ho continues to levy a chai’ge for weighing any firkins brought to his market, 
applying the profits derived therefrom to his own use. He, holds the building and 
scales therein from a Major Rowan at 211. a year, under a lease for 300 years. He 
also rents a beam and scales and ouncil from the representatives of George Moore at 
13/. a year. 

An the butter is weighed before sold. 

The weighing charge • is levied when the butter is actually weighed, no matter 
whether it is subsequently sold or not; but if not sold storage accommodation is 
available, for which no extra charge is levied. The other commodities are sold before 
being weighed, and then the charge only becomes payable. 

In accordance with my instructions I have inspected the market plac^ and fair 
green, &c. 

The markets are held in the main street on Saturday. In addition to the ouncil 
provided by Mr. Boyd, there are two others provided for ascertaining the weight of 
loads by private individuals. A beam and scales for weighing potatoes and other 
commodities is also provided by Mr. Boyd, and erected in portion of the building used 
as a butter market, or, rather, in a place next to it. 

The butter market is held in a lai’ge house in the main street. The market is 
flagged, and a lofty roof gives it the appearance of being well ventilated. It is 
considered quite large enou^ for the butter trade of the district. 

The fairs are held in a commonage near the Court House. It is large, and affords 
ample space, but it is not enclosed in any way, and it is not provided mth pens, 
sheds, or auy other aocommodatiou for the cattle brought there. It originally belonged 
to the Earl of Bessborough, and the only control exercised over it is when a booth or 
theatincal tent is erected therein, when the To^vn Commissioners receive a chai'ge for 
the space occupied. 

The establishment of the monthly fairs has beeu traced so far back as over 
50 years, and the fair on Whitsun Thursday has been altered from Whitsun Tuesday 
within the past 30 years, as it was hold on the latter date at the sitting of tho 
Commission in 1852. The other fairs have also been held for a gi’eat length of time. 
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A praotioB, similar to tkat existing in Clonmel, exit) here, in allowing a clednetion 
from the s-ross weight of a fli'kin of butter, of a pound in addition to the actual or 
estimated tare of tlie empty firkin. This allowance is to bo for aoakago. 

Appended will be found a transcript of the ovideuuo takon at the inquiry. 

John J. O’Mbaea, 

45, Lower Mount Street, DubUn. Assistant Commissioner. 


Carrick-on-Suir, 6tli November 1888. 


Ricuabd Lakby, Esq., Town Clerk, examined. 

19, (M6. Are you the town clerk to the comtniBsionera 
here? — Yea. 

19,M6-7. VTien were th^ commisBionera established 7— 
On the 1st January 1^5, under the 17 and 18 Victoria. 
They were imder the 9th (ieoige the Fourth prenous to 
that. 

19.048. Have the town commissionera any control over 
the markets and fairs in Carrick-on-Suir P — None what- 

19.049. What is the market day? — The market day is 
SatuHay ; that is the ordinary market day, and, as I 
^vised you, the butter market day is Tuesday. 

19.050. Was the general market day always held on 
Satnrday p— Yes. 

19.051. You never remember its having been held on 
any otW day P — I do not, 

19.052. When was the butter market establisbed on 
Tuesday ? — In 1869. It was on ‘Wednesday and Saturday 
previous to that, and now Tuesday has been substituted. 

19.053. Where are the markets held P — ^The hay and 
straw market is held on the streets. 

19.054. Are all the markets held on the streets?— 
Yes. 

19.055. Have you different streets allotted for each 
description of commodity P — No; but, as a rule, the generd 
market is held on the main street, 

19.056. What commodities are usually brought in on 
Saturday P — Hay, straw, turnips, mangolds, cabbages, 
potatoes, and rowl. Milk is sold through the streets 
every day. We have latelv come under toe Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act, ana appointed a man as clerk and 
inspector. 

19.057. Do they ever bring cattle on market days ?— 
No. 

19.058. Or pigs P — Never on market day. 

19.059. Are there any market buildings erected in 
Catrick-on-Suir ? — No market buildings, except the butter 
market hoiidings, which belong to a private individual. 

19.060. No charges whatsoever are levied on these 
marketable commodities P — None whatever. 

19.061. Is there any means of ascertaining the weight 
of hay, straw, and tumiu brought to the market P — 
There are two public ouncifs, which are private property. 

19.062. Who has control over these ouncils P — Mr. Boyd 
has control over one, I believe. 

19.063. Wlio has the other? — Mr. David Byrne. 

19.064. Are the two in use at present? — There is only 
one really in use, though there is a second. 

19.065. The second is not utilised at all P — It is, but it is 
vacant at present. 

19.066. Who had last control over itP — Mr. William 
Crawley. 

19.067. Was it Mr. Crawley himself erected H P — He was 
only tenant in the house. 

19.068. To whom? — ^To the representatives of Mr. 
Tbonms Lynch, deceased. 

19.069. Do you know his rate of charges ? — I should say 
3d. a load, but I am not so sure. 

19.070. Irrespective of the commodity which was in the 
loadp — ^Yea, irrespective of the commodity, whether timber, 
hay, straw, or turnips. 


19.071. Did you over see him weighing any load P — 
did. 

19.072. Did he over weigh tlio cart P — Yes, the load was 
weighed first, and the cart afterwords. 

19.073. Did he give tickets denoting the weight P — Yes, 
the gross weight and tare. 

19.074. Is Mr. Thomas Lynch the otvncrP— The repre- 
sentatives of the late Thomas Lynch. I think it goes to a 
charitable institution now. 

19.075. What fairs arc held here P— The last Thursday 
in the month the ordinary cattle fairs are held. 'I'here are 
three old fairs besides them. 

19.076. What ore the dates of these P — ^I’he I5th August, 
11th October, the 'rhursdny after the 11th October, and 
Whitsun 'rhuraday. Of these fairs held on Thursday, I 
may say the Monday previous is the pig market. 

19.077. Where ore these fairs held P — On the fair 
green. 

19.078. Who was it provided the fair green P — I believe 
it is there from time immemorial. It bdongs to the lord 
of the manor. 

19.079. Have they been always held there P — Yes, 
always, from time immemoritti. 

19.080. The ground was never titilUed for any other 
purpose within your memory P — None whatever. \Ve make 
a charge for ou-cuaes, and these theatrical things that 
come. 

19.081. In that way the commissioners have control?— 
Yes. 

19.082. Supposing carts are brought in on fair day on 
the green, and there are goods exposed on them for sale, 
do you charge? — We never make any charge. It is only 
for a circus or photograph affisir wo would clmrgc. Our 
charge for a circus is If. for the night. 

19, (%3. What do you charge on other ordinary things? 
— About 2j. if It does not take up any room. 

19.084. Tliere are no charges whatever ou cattieP— 
None wliatever. 

19.085. Or on pigs P — No. 

19,086 Arc the pigs sold in the fair green also P — Yes, 
young pigs are sold out of creels on fair days. 

19.087. When ^vaa this monthly fair established, that is, 
the last Thursday in every month? — I i-ecoUeot when 
Saturday was a market for pigs. Then tlie monthly fairs 
werr. established, and the market was done a\vay with. 

19.088. How far does your memory extend P — Fiftyyears 
of Garrick, and. as far as I tliink, wc have the new feira for 
that time. 

19.089. Have you three old fairs, and monthly fairs in 
addition to them r — Yes. 

19.090. So you have IS altogether in the year? — 
Yes. 

19.091. When was the Monday pig market establish^? 
— must come with the establishment of the new fairs. 
It might be established after the fair in Corrick-beg. 

19.092. Are there any fairs held in Carriok-beg at 
present P — Not now j but there was a patent for the fau in 
Carrick-beg, which was Polished. The only evidence 
I have is recorded in the list of fairs given from time to 
time. 

19.093. Have the commiseioners any right or control 
over the butter market here? — ^None whatsoever. 
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19.094. That solely U belonR^ing to Mr. ‘William Boyd P 
— 'Yes. We never exercise, and 1 do not know of any 
authority that can be exercised, over it by the commis- 
sioners. Mr. Boyd is appointed by the grand jury, 

19.095. Hid the commissioners ever contemplate the 
removal of the markets off the public streets to an enclosed 
building ? — Not that I am aware of. It never came nnder 
my notice that they contemplated any change. 

19.096. Does the fact of the general market being held 
on the streets occasion much filth and dirt? — ^11, it 
docs. 

10.097. Who bears the expense — ^the expense of cleaning 
them ? — We sweep the streets. 

19.098. Have the people — the traders and private in* 
habitants of the town who live adjacont to the place — 
complained ofthe marketa being held on the streets — Yes. 
There is a general objection to the fish, but I never heard 
any general complaint. 

19.099. You levy no standing charges for these at all P 
— None whatsoever. 

19.100. Then you derive no revenue at all from either 
markets or fairs? — We get nothing whate'’er from Ibe 
markets or &irs. 

19.101. Were tolls ever levied in Carrick-on-Suir? — Not 
that 1 am aware of. Tiiere is some tradition that the tolls 
were charged. 

19.102. To whom does this side of the town belong; 
who is lord of the manor P— Lord Bessborougb. 

19.103. Have you got any offidala to regulate order in 
the markets ? — No. 

19, KM. Tbc people can go where they please to expose 
their commodities on the street P — Tihey can. 

19.105. You have no rules or regulations confining them 
to a particular distrietp — No. The police keep the streets 
clear. 

19.106. Do you clean the fmr green? — Well, I believe 
there is very little cleaning to be done there, lire rubbish 
of the town goes into any ruts made. 

19.107. If there are any holes made during the fair you 
fill them in P — Yes, at)d we fill them in at our own expense. 

19.108. Did you ever calculate the additional expense 
imposed on the commissionerB in cleaning the streets after 
the markets, and repairing the fair green after the fhirs P— 
No i for if the markets were not there at all we would have 
to sweep the streets. 

19,109 B'lt have you to sweep them oftener, and incur 
peater expense in 3oing so, by the fact of the markela 
being held there ? — I do not know. 

19.110. You never calculated it ?— No. 

19.111. What would you estimate the amount at? — We 
have a man weekly in winter, and an additional man one 
day, but he would clear his expenses. 

19.112. What would be the expenseP— About Is. 8d. a 
day for one day in the week. 

19.113. You say about 61. in the year would cover your 
expense?— Yes. ‘Ihen there are some little matters in tlie 
way of manure that help to meet that. 

19.114. Do you think, if the commUsioners were disposed 
to erect shelter accommodatiou and confine all marketable 
commodities to an enclosed space, and animals to an en- 
closed fair green, where shelter accommodation would be 
provided — do you think that the farmers and those fre- 
quenting the fairs and markets would be disposed to pay a 
toll P — Really 1 would not wish to give an opinion. 

19.115. Do you think the exaction of a toll acts in any 
way as a deterrent on neopie bringing their commoditiM? 
— I should say it wouln to some extent. 

19.116. Have you auy experience of other places where 
tolls arc levied ? — They are levied at C!allan, a neighbouring 
place, but I am not aware it has any deterrent effect. 

19.117. Had you ever any conversation with farmers on 
thesnbjectp — No. I am well aware in many places, as a 
general rule, people will be opposed to tolls and charges. 

19.118. Are there any means here of weighing a sack of 
pohitoesP — Yes, the scales. Mr. Boyd baa an ordinary 
scales and weights. 'I’hey con weigh them anywhere they 
wish. 

19.119. Did you bring the schedule of queries which I 
sent you before the cominisaiouers P — Wo had no meeting 
since, but I advised all the comnuBsioners. 


19.120. Did they give you any instructions to answer 
any of the questions P — I ndvised the general puhlio as far 
as I could. 

19.121. Did you consult the commissioners P — The 
chairman, Mr. Powell, is here, and Mr. Horan, the sub- 
sanitary officer. I invited the general public. 


Mr. William Bovd exomined. 

19.122. You are the owner of the butter market P — 'Yes. 

19.123. You have provided an ouncil and a beam and 
scales ? — I did not pronde the ouncU. I only mind that 
for another. I pay rent &r it. 

19.124. From whom do you rent the ouncil? — From the 
representatives of Geoige Moore. 

19,126. Would you have any objection to tell me the 
rent P — 131. a year. 

19.126. What do you charge per load for weighing on 
the ouncil P — Twopence for an ass-load and 3d. for a horse's, 
and 2(/. for a gennett sometimes. 

19.127. That is irrespective of the commodity ? — It does 
not matter what the load may be. 

19,123. Do you always ascertam the actual fare of the 
cart after weighing P — "Yes. 

19,129. Yon never go by estimation — you never estimate 
the tare P — No. If the parties ore in for a long time on 
the street with a load of bay, such as on Saturday, a party 
would come and buy that, and they average the tore at 
five and a half hundredweight It wonld be only five and 
a quarter on a dry day, and on a wet day a quarter- of a 
buudred is allowed ; hut dl carts are weighed. We generally 
take a list, and have it oa porcliment. anti we can ftoin time 
to time go over the blocks and see the name. 

19,139. Have you got printed tickets to gii-e denoting 
the weight ? — ^Yes. 

19.131. Do you keep a block of the tickets ? — Yes. 

19.132. So that dui'ing ^he course of the day, if a person 
loses his ticket, you can give him the weight again P — Yes. 
We keep the block for the last six or eight years. 

Thefollomng is a copy of the ticket subsequently handed 
in by witness : — 

Geobgk Moore's Patent Waggon Weighing 
Machine. 


Carrick-on-Suir 


IbH . 


No. Load of 


Grogs Weight, 
Deduct Cart, 


Net : s 

19.133. Is the tare the only deduction from the gross 
weight? — ^That is all. 

19.134. Yon never allow anything for the inclemency of 
the weather or ihe dampness of the commodity P — .■\nyliody 
who is weighing for the public has nothing to do with tliat. 
Let the buyer and seller agree to that. In the case of a 
load of hay or straw they allow half a hundredweight or a 
hundred on a wet day, and that is allowed when they arc 
deducting the tare. 

19.135. You only deduct it when the buyer and seller 
agree ?— Yea. 

19.136. You have a beam and scales provided, too ? — 
Y'ea. 

19.137. Did you nrovide that yourself P — No. 

19,1^. You also rent that P— Yea, for the same rent. 

19,139. Have you the onncil and beam and scales for 

I 3 I a year P— Yes. 
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19.140. What commodities are usually weighed at the 
beam and scales?— Potatoes sometimes in bags, tarnips, 
parsuips, and wooL 

19.141. Do you ever weigh corn, or does com come in 
here ? — Yea ; but very little. 

19.142. What is your charge for weighing a bag of 
potatoes? — penny w bag. Ifthere is s large quantity, 
seven or eight bags, I allow a deduction, and weigh them 
for dd. 

19.143. Is that Irf. pet bog for all description of com- 
modities ? — Yes ; but if it is a small bag I only cba^e ^d. 

19.144. Mliatdo you call a small bag? — Seven stone j 
and on that the charge is 

19, 14.^. Then you have no higher charge than Id.? 
— No. 

19,14(5. What is your charge for weighing wool? — 
Sometimes Sd. For a large pack, say 7 cwt., I would 
charge Is. 'ITic profit goes away with ine big sacks. 

19,147. What is your ordinary chas-ge? — For three or 
four jiacks 1 only charge 3<f., and 6d. sometimes. 

19,143. In weigliiog potatoes what is the smallest weight 
you use P — Four pounds. 

19.149. It must be 4 lbs., or notliing? — Yes. 

19.150. Do vnu give a cost of the beam when you are 
weighing? — Slmhtly. If it is standing beam with the 
4 lbs. 1 throw that out. 

19,131. Do you estimate always, or do you actually 
ascertain, the tare of the bag ? — ^'rhey allow 7 lbs. for the 
bag, but for some bags through the county Kilkenny they 
allow a atone, because they ate home-mside sacks, which 
weigh from II to 13 lbs. 'rUere might be 2S or 30 stone 
in them. 

19.152. The customary allowance on such sacks .is a 
stone, and on ordinary sacks 7 lbs. P — Yes. 

19.153. Would that be the allowance on a sack of 
potatoes brought in on a fine day and on an inclement day 
when the bag is cnm])letely saturated with wet P — ^The 
same allowance. 

19.154. Nothing additional is alloAvedP — If the sack 
weighed over 22 stone the buyer looks for a stone tare, and 
they agree among themselves ; and if the buyer and seller 
agree we have nothing to do with it. 

19.155. What is the lowest weight used in w^hing 
corn? — .Y pound. 

19.156. Do you give a cast of the beam? — It isstauding 
beam. 

19.157. Always standing beam? — Yes. 'Fhe bags must 
come back to be weighed. 

19,152. Wbat is the estimated weight? — ^They generally 
bring them back to be weighed. 

19.159. Is that the only deduction for corn? — ^That 
is all. 

19.160. Nothing is allowed lorbeumageP — Nothing. 
^19,161. Do you give a ticket for corn or potatoesP — 

19.162. 1 suppose the same ticket is given for potatoes, 
corn, wool, and eveiything you weigh at the beam and 
scales ?— It is only a slip of paper. 

19.163. Is it manuscript form? — Yes. We give a slip 
of paper, a copy of which we keep in the hooks. We lake 
off the tares and make up the amount tor them. If a man 
wants a cujiy of the ticket I must take a secuud copy for 
him. 

19.164. Do you ever denote the weight in chalk on the 
sacks P — Sometimes. 

19,163. But it is not the practice? — No. Perhaps a 
man may sell threr sacks uf potatoes — one to me, one to 
this man, and the other to a third person •, then the weight 
is put on citch sack, and I give a ticket for each. 

19.166. You aln-ays giveaticket? — Yes, I give a ticket 
for everything. 

19.167. Supposing they brought a cart-load of potatoe 
and weighed it at your ouciil ? — ^Thej never do that. 

19.165. Supposing it was done, would you charge Itf. 
jjer sack, or only 3a. for the load ? — Ihreepence for the 


19,1(59. No matter how many sacks ore in the load?— 
Yes. 

19.170. Then you only give the actual weight of the 
load P — I have oft^ done it. We calculate 7 lbs. for every 
sack, and add that to the tare of the car, and deduct it 
from the gross weight. 

19.171. When was this butter market established P— I 
really could not say. 

19.172. How long have you control of it? — ^About 
24 years. The lease I hold was granted to my father-in- 
law, and is a 300 year lease. 

1 9.173. Have you got the lease here P — No. 

19.174. From whom do you rent it P — 'ITio owner now is 
Major Rowan. 

19,176. What is tho unexpired term at present ? — I could 
not tell you. 

19.176. You do not know the date?— I could get tlie 
date, but 1 gave all the documents u]> to the owner. 

19.177. is this the only lease of the butter market P — Of 
the bouse and butter market altogi'ther. 

19.178. Is it a lease of the premises P — Of the premises. 

19.179. Only?— Yes. 

19.180. There is no lease or grant to you of any tolls or 
right to collect tolls P — No. The tolls formerly belonged 
to Ixird Waterford in that side of the country. 

19.181. Who incurred the expense of erecting this butter 
marketP — Formerly the butier inoi'kct used to be held on 
the stretft, but that is a great many years. The ground- 
reut is 51. a year. 

19.182. To whom is that 61. a year payable ? — It is the 
grouud-rent. 

19.183. Would you have any objection to tell the rent 
you are paying P — Twenty-one pounds. 

19.184. Were you demised, or did you get the beam and 
scales with this house and butter market promises P — Y'es. 

19.186. Did you provide any of these appliances your- 
self?— I did. 

19.186. Have you effected any repairs in tliis butter 
mai’ket ? — Indeed 1 did. 

19.187. Did you make up any colculation of yoir 

estimated capital c.xpenditure on the premises ? I did. 

19.188. Could you give it to me ?— In alterations from 
time to time 1 laid out over 5001. 

19.189. In what way ? — Alterations and building up the 
premise.s. 

19.190. Y'ou could not give me the particulars of the 
expenditure P — Not at present. 

19.191. Whom have you in your employment to manage 
this butior market? — I do the principal business myself 
with r^ford to the weighing and the issuing of tickets. I 
employ two boya at the gate, and every man’s name is 
written on his mkiu, and tlie number of firkins he has. 

19.192. I’hat is the name of the owner?— Yes. Tho 
mai'ks are written on a wet day in white chalk, and ou a 
dry day with laoquery. 

19.193. Have you coopers employed? — Y'es, one cooper. 

19.194. Have you any tasters employed? — I used to 
taste it myeelf. 

19.195. But do tlie buyers themselves taste it now?— 
Yes. If the bntter is not up to the market I go aud bore 
it, and tell them to the best of coy ability the improvement? 
required. 

the seasuu, what is the average nuaiber 
of firkina brought? Every market, as 1 presume, the 
butter is brought in firkina ?— All in firkins. 

19.197. No lumji butter is brought in?— No. You see 

on Saturdays the butter is sold in rolls, and there is a 
recommendation that in the inclement weather it would he 
mom desirable for purchasers if a regulation was made that 
oil butter sold in i-oUs be sold within the iirccLiicts of the 
market. ^ 

19.198. Could you give me the number of firkins 

brought in every year P Yes. 

19.199. Do you keep a record of the number P— I do. 
For the last three years it has been coming down veiy 
much. I should say tho average is 8,600. 
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19^00. Is that the namber each year ?— Yes ; that is 
the average for the last three years. 

19 201. Have you anybody else employed besides the 
cooper and the two boys?— Yes, I have one man dra^ving 
nails or hoops, and *wo men draining. 

19.202. Tliese are assistants to the cooi«r? — Yes, to 
take ’the water off theirkinj one man (lutting the firkin 
into the scales, and two men taking it away, and myself 
weighing. 

19.203. Is the firkin always bought before being 
weighed P — Always weighed now. 

19.204. Before they are bought? — Yes. 

19.205. What hour does your market usually begin ? — 

As soon 03 the butter comes In. 

19.206. What time is it brought in?— We open the 
market on market days about this lime of the year at 
7 o’clock, and in summer time at 6, but I commence to 
weigh about 9 o’clock. 

19,20". What time does the buying usually commence? 

We hare only one local buyer, and he waits until 

10 minutes to 11, and then he und the others buy from 
that to b^-past 11. 

19.208. Would all the butter be wdghed then? — No, 
it would not he all in. In summer time it would he all iu, 
but not at this lame of the year. 

19.209. What is the greatest number that has come in 
on one day? — A few years ago ov*r 600. 

19.210. How many beams and scales in use ? — Only 
one. 

19.211. Would that one scales have to do the weighing 
of the 600 firkins ? — Yes, and it would do more if it came 
in earlier. 

19.212. No undue delay is nansed to the sellers?-— 
Latterly they eomc from half-past 10 to 11, and then it is 
very crowded, indeed, by everyone rushing to get in, and 
for half an hour sometimes the place is blocked. All 
hotter must be lifted ; there is no butter allowed to be 
cturied, and they must have all laid down neatly. 

19,21.3. Ho you completely atrip each firkin? — ^No. "We 
made arrangements that all the firkins should be branded 
With the initials of the coopers, and if there are nTong 
tares I get a list from the merchants, so that next day 
one or two firkins may he turned up to see are they 
right. 

19,214. Tlien you dram them completely? — Yes. 

19,216. What is the tare of the firkins? — Small firkins 
seven pounds, and others eight and nine, and in some 
country districts the tnre is 10 and 11 pounds. If they 
have been keeping them over for a werk they call one 
pound extra on the tare ; that is, if a firkin is branded nine 
pounds they call it ten, and if branded seven thev call it 
eight, with the exception of two or three men who come 
in here, and they get their firkins weighed, and they are 
correct. 

19.216. What do you ^ow the addilional pound for? — 
For soakage. 

19.217. That is, whatever water remains in the firkin 
after the draining ? — It is in the timber. 

19.218. Supposing one of these firkins was actually 
weighed, would that be about the tare of it P*— Yes. about 
a pound extra. 

19.219. Are the firkins now made stamped with the 
weight? — Yea. It is branded on them; some are 
burned. 

19.220. Is that estimated taro and soakage allowance 
the only deductions from the gross weight of the firkin? 
— ^Tbat is all. If any disputes arise they weigh the 
firkin. 

19.221. Supposing they ask you to weigh a firkin itself, 
and you completely strip and weigh it, do you charge any- 
thing additional 7 — ^There was one time, and we stripped 
the firidns, but we did not chaise. We used get tbe 
coopers into the market to strip the firkin and see 
what the tare was, and then the farmers brought them 
correct. 

^19,222. It is ,3d. a firkin yon charge? — Yes. 

1119,^23. You have got pripted tickets to give denoting 
the weight? — Yes, 


Tlinfolloming is a copy of the lickel subsequently handed 
in by the witness : — 


BUITER MARKET. 
Carrice-on-Suiu. 


188 . 


Buyer 


Seller 


19.224. In the course of the work of weighing these 
firkins and making up the tickets for them, did you ever 
hear the contract price for tbe diifei'ent classes of butter 
between the buyei' and seller? — No. There is a little 
secresy between the buyer and seller. 

19.225. Supposing it was required from vou lo moke a 
periodical return of the current price of the different classes 
of buttei', could you make an accurate return p I um not 
asking yon to do it; but is it possible to make a return, or 
a pretty accurate return, of the average every week?— 
Yes, I take that down mj'self. I write it down. 

19.226. It could be done? — I write it down in a book. 
19,22". That is for your own information 7 — Yes. 

19.22S. So you actually do it? — Yes. We generally 

have eight or nine buyers, ami I get a list from each buyer 
of bow many he has bought for the day. 

19.229. Is it of the number of firkins or of the price 
that you keep a record 7 — Of the firkins. 

1 9.230. And the current price? — I keep that myself. 

19.231. What would you say would be the nvemge cost 
of tbe repairs to this place? — About 6/. a year. 

19.232. What is the lowest weight you weigh butter 
with 7 — One pound. 

If’.2.'i3, Do you weigh by standing beam ? — Yes. 

19,234. Is tbe buyer always satisfied with standing 
beam P — He must Iw. If he is doubtful of n firkin, the 
firkin is weighed. Of course the firkins are not all per- 
fection, and if a firkin goes to Waterford, and is not up to 
weight, the buyer sends it Itack to me. 

1.9,2^35. From what districts is the butter brought hfre, 
or within what limitsP — .Alwut 12 miles, but it is a gn-ater 
distar'ce, os they sometimes come 18 or 19 miles. Last 
year they came from within a mile of Kerry. 

19.236. Would you sav this bntter market is a better 
market than the one in Tipperary? — I would not say that. 

I will not run down any market. Tipperary is 10 1 ima a 
better market. Here we are in the centre of eight or nine 
creameries. We have Clonmel, Wate.rford, and the Countv 
Waterford for nine miles, and not a single customer is 
coming in from these places. 

19.237. Is it in return for the docket denoting the 
weight you get your threepenny charge P — Yea. 

19,234. You never consider whether the btitter is 
subsequently sold or not?— If they do not sell they store 
it up until the next day, and I look after it. 

19.239. Do you levy any storage charge? — No. 

19.240. On the following market day do you le;y 
any charge ?— No. 

19.241. Is it weighed again? — Thera may be some 
soakage, and I weigh it again. 

19.242. Do vou get a second threepence for that second 
weighing ? — N'o. 

19.243. What percentage of the number of firkins is 
sold? — They are mostly all sold. There has been only 
twice this year that they were left over. 

19.244. Does the butter market afford sufficient space 
for the e.xposnre of the butter and tbe accommodation of 
the buyers ? — ^Yes, except on one or two days in tbe year, 
when there is an awful crowd there. Sometimes father 
and mother, sisterond brother, are ail over one &kin of 
butter. 

19.245. If those people did not come in, ^vould you have 
ample room? — ^Yes, for 700 firkins. I have a peace there 

tc I 
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for them to smoke, so that they would not smoke in the 
market. 

19.246. Do yon levy’ any storage charge at all P— No. 
It is very seldom they stow. 

19.247. Have any Frauds within your memory been 
committed in the preparation of the butter ? — Yes. 

19.248. Have prosecutions resulted from them P— No. 
We had one this year, and there was a false name given in, 
and a different district, and we never got the party. 

19.249. Who initiates these proceedings?— They are 
settl^. 

19.250. Whose duty do yoa eonader it is P — Mine. 

19.251. Have you any rules or regulations in the 
market P — No. 

19.252. You have no printed or written rules ?— No. 

19.253. The amount you have mentioned, is that your 
average receipts P — Yes. 

19.254. Over and above the expenses? — I think the ex- 
penses are d^ucted. 'fbe net profit is 1011. 5s. Od. Then 
the expenses are 401. noges ; 61. repairs; for cleaning 41., 
and taxes Gl. 

19,256. Is this only the profit derived from the butter 
market ? — Yea. 

19.256. You did not state the profit you derive from the 
beam and scales, and ouncil? — iTie ouncil forms no part 
of the butter market. That is the profit from the beam, 
and scales in the butter home. The beam and scales last 
year for weighing wool, potatoes, parsnips, and everything 
^se m^c 111. 

19.257. Although you pay 131. P — No. There was the 
ouncil besides. I suppose, teking all together from first to 
last, it is 261. or 261. This was a good year, because a 
good deal of timber was weighed, hut last year it was a 
good deal down. I would not be bothered with it. I have 
a hoy there, and the man who lived there before me could 
not pay a man. 

19.258. If a firkin of butter was brought into the town 
of Caprick-on-Suir, and was not taken to youi market 
premises, hut was sold in the town on a market day, would 
you seek for any charge?— No. I would not pay a man to 
look after it. 

194159. Do you think you would have a right to such a 
charge P — Yes. 

19.260. Y'ou could not tell me the authority under which 
you would seek for the charge T — Under the reign of Queen 
Anne a s|iecial charter was given for the butter market. 

19.261. Have you any suggestions to offer or any 
amendments in the law for the regulation of the butter 
market or other market in the town P — I do not know of 
anything. 

19.262. Are there any alterations you deem necessary fur 
the better working of the butter market P — I do not know 
of any at present. 

19.263. Have not you made a recommendation in the 
query sheet ? — I do not know of anything I have said. 

19.264. You have no suggestions to offer? — No. 1 
know of nothing. 


Air, OwBN CALLaoHAN examined. 

19,266. Wliat observations do you wish to make? — At 
the time of Mr. Boyd’s appointment be was appointed as 
batter taster. It is within the jtower of the magistrates to 
make the appointment. At toat time the Town Com- 
missioners made application to have their chairman 
appointed as butter taster a*itb a view of deputing his 
authority to some one- else to taste the butter, and aner a 
greu fight the magistrates appointed Mr. Boyd. Mr. 
Boyd was appointed merely as toe butter taster and weigh- 
master for any butter brought into bis place. He has 
given very great satisfaction. He merely rents the house 
he is living in, and uses it for the accommodation of 
persons bringing butter to be weighed at his place. You 
put a question as to what were the rights of persons at the 
weighing machine. Tbe weighing machine is private 
prope^, one of them belonging to a man named Moore, 
who is a relative of Mr. Boyd’s, and another to a tnan 
named Powell, who was succeeded by a reverend gentlaman 
now dead. Then the place passed to a man aamed Crawley. 
This Crawley exercises a right over the renting of a bouse 
given him for the purpose of weighing anything brought 
to him up tn a recent date, but it is not used at present. 
My object in giving you this information is to show that 


there is no private right in any market in Garrick, with the 
exception of tbe butter market. 

19.266. Mr. O'Sulliwn, solicitor, aaid: I appear for 
Mr. Boyd. My friend, Mr. Callaghan, is not conversant 
with the old chai-ter of Anne. 

19.267. (TAe Assistant Oommissioner.) Mr. Boyd, I take 
it, dmras the right to the butter market under the appoint- 
ment mentioned by Mr. Callaghan P 

19 268. [Mr. O'BuUiran, solicitor.) Apart from any con- 
troversy as'to Ms appointment as butter taster and weigh- 
master ax can give positive evidence, and it is not uithin 
the power of any pmons wishing to give information to 
the court to deny the existence of tliis charter. But, at all 
events, Mr. Boyd has them on good anthority. He 
derived them from his father-in-law, and old documents 
which unfortunately were destroyed show that the charter 
is extant, but whether that creates ii 8]jeciftl licensee we 
do not know, and we, by virtue of devolution on marriage, 
are the direct representativea of the licensee. It will be 
easy to find if any such Act exists, und also the manner in 
which the license devolved. 

19.269. (The Assistant Comtnissioner.) Apart oitogetlier 
from any express appointment of Mr. Boya, do you think 
the right ia vested in him by prescription ?— I should 
think so. 

19.270. Was Mr. Boyd appointed for life? — Yes, by 
devolution on marriage. 

19,2"1. Mr. Boyd produced notioes posted up in the 
liutter market, of which the following are copies : — 

19,272. Meeti.no ok Mastku Coopbbs op Watbb- 
PORD. The following resolution was passed : — “ That no 
“ firkin exceed 14 lbs. save with initials of the maker 
" branded on the ride of the firkin.” 


"Notice. 

" Owing to the crowded state of the market for the lost 
few market days, no persons will he allowed into the 
market house but buyers and aellera only. 

" All butter to be in early. 


"Notice to Farmers. 

“TVe, the undersigned merchants of the City of 
limerick, wUI not, ai&r .Saturday, 19th September, pur- 
chase any butter packed in machine-made casks, as we 
find them to be most injurious to the keeping qualities of 
butter, and we strongly urge on the farmers of Limerick, 
Clare, and the surrounding counties tbe great necessity 
of packing butter in hand-made casks or firkins. [Here 
follows the names of tlie principal merchants.] 


“ Important Notice to Farmers and Coopers. 

" In consequence of the necessity of the introduction of 
an improved style of butter firkin, and os the coopers and 
butter makers wish to ascertain the particular kind most 
suitable for the trade, the Waterford butter merobants met 
at the Market House on Monday, 14th December, 1885, 
for the puiqiose of selecting some model firkins, and 
taking steps for the general adoption of tlie package 
decided on. At the meeting tbe following resolutions 
were unanimously passed ; — 

“ We, the undersigned butter merchants of the City of 
Waterford, agree that the following he the approved 
sizes for casks for the coming season : — 

" Casks to contain 28 lbs. and 66 lbs. nett of butter. 

" Resolved — 

“That the name of the cooper and the weight of tbe 
empty cask bo branded on the side of each 
cask. 

“That the farmers allow 2 lbs. on the lurge-sized 
cask, and 1 lb. on the small-siaed cask, aud the 
merchants hereby agree not to charge more, 
except in the case of any cask found to have been 
steeped, or weighing more than the branded 
w^ht on the cask ; in such oases the excess tare 
will be charged double. 

" That the caske be made air-tight, of well-seasoned 
timber, preference being given to oak, oah, and 
beech, and 

" That the large-sized casks be full-bound, and the 
small-sized quarter-bound. 

"'That the casks be made with white hoops, and if 
possible with white twigs. 
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“That the foUomog merohanta act as a committee, to 
see that the forgoing rules are cameU nut, 
namely — Harry Courtbnay, Jambs J. Phe- 
lan, II. Makony, R. W. Pettigrew. 


“ Signed by Edward Courtenay, Chairman. 


" P. A. Power & Co. 

" Henry Ridgway & Son, 
" R. W. Pbttighbw, 

“ R. Mahony & Co. 

“ Nicholas Power, 


Joseph Clampett, 
J. T. PlELDINC, 

J. Fanning & Go., 
John Ryan. 


“ Resolved also, that the committee take the uecessary 
steps to have the foregoing resolutions printed and 
circulated amongst the coopers and farmers of the whole 
district. 

“ Patterns of the approved casks to be sent by the 
coopers to the following butter markets:— Waterford, 
Carrick-on-Suit, Clonmel, Fethard, Uungorvan, Kilkenny, 
New Ross, and Lismote, where they can be seen by fariiiera 
and coopers of those districts. 

“ It is recommended that the tare (leaving the block] of 
the large-sized cask he 10 to 12 lbs., and the tare of the 
small-sized cask be (i or 7 lbs.” 


“ Notice. 

“ Adt firkins suspected to weigh more than the weight 
brandea un them will be stripped and weighed by order of 
the merchants ; 

“Messrs. Egan, Courtenay, Ridgeway, Petti- 
ORBW, Ryan, Pbildino, P, A. Power, N. Power, 
Mahony & Co., John Ryan, Phelan & Co., 
Clonmel.” 

19,2/3. (Mr. P. Quirko, softeitor.) I appear for the town 
commissioners, who hold that Mr, Boyd's rights as weigh, 
master and butter taster cannot prevent the people from 
going elsewhere than to his place it they choose. He was 
appointed under the Act of Anne, amended by the eighth 
of George the First, which gives the grand jury and 
magistrates power to appoint a weighmastw in every town 
in Ireland. 

19 , 274 , {The Assistant Commissioner.) Do the com- 
znisaioners claim any right to the butter market P 

19^73. (Mr. Quirke.) No, they do not, bat the com- 
n^ioners thmk they should have control of the butter 
market. 

19, 276. (Mr. Sullinan.) The commissioners established 
a fish markrt, and it was discontinued. 

19.277. (7%e iJssistant OommissUmer.) What was the 
cause of this P 

19.278. {Mr. Callaghan.) Complaints trora time to time 
come in of the fish being too near the milk market. The 
commissioners were anxious to put them aside, and they 
rented a plaoe for a small rent and obliged the fishmongers 
to so there, and they went there and kept off the streets. 
Snhseauently this place was rented to a man named 
Verendon, hut why I could not give any opinion, because 
I ceased to be a commissioner. This Verendon was 
Reeled by the commissioners, and the place handed to 
Lord Besshomugh. 1 do think, from observations, that 
the fishmoDgers defied the commissioners and refused 
to go there, but they did acquiesce in the arrangement for 
many years ; hut it was only extreme poverty and want of 
revenue that prevented the tnen commissioners from hating 
a general market. 

19 . 279 . Were there any tolls levied on the fish then ? — 
No tolls, only a small rent. 

19.280. A stallage rent P — Yes. 


Cross-examined by Mr. O’Sullivan. 

19.281 . Would nut it he conducive to the benefit of the 
townspeople and country persons coming to the town if 
the town commissioners erected a special market for the 
sale of vegetables, fish, and milkP — Certainly, if there 
could be a suitable place got. 

{T^e Assiitant Oommissioner.) You thinka necessity exists 
for each a building ? — Yes. It would be most desirable. 

19.282. Would the fact of a movement to take the 
market off the streets meet with much opposition from 
the traders? — None. 

19,263. Would they he desirous of the removal? — Yes. 


Cross-examination continued. 

1P,284. Do not you tliink it would be more desirable if 
Ihe town commissioners obtained an enclosed space, or 
UTHtld the cost be greater than the revenue derivable 
afterwards P — I think the cost would he too much for the 
ratepayers. 

19,285. (Mr. Sullivan.) That question of enclosing a fair 
green arose a good many years since, when my father was a 
town commissioner, and the commissioners (!ecided that it 
was better to leave it open as it is. 

19,285. (By the Assistant Commissioner.) Have you er- 
perienoe of places where tolls are levied ? — My opinion is 
that where the tolls ore levied and accommodation is 
provid^ the p^sople do not object to tolls, but tlie accom- 
modation ought to be provided, liecause the tolls ought not 
be demaTuled without giving uu equivalent. 

19.287. Where such accommodation is provided you do 
not think that the levying of a toll acts as a deterrent ? — I 
should think not. 

19.288. It is your opinion that if a person is in receipt of 
the toll he should give a return in the way of accommo- 
dation P — I do, certeinly, because I do not think they have 
aright to levy tolls without giving accommodation to these 
persons charged. 

19.289. {Mr. Quirke.) As a matter of fact, the country 
people pay from 3d. to (id. a-piece for stallage the night 
before the fair to the neighbouring frrmers and towns- 
{leople. 

19.290. For shelter occommodahon for the animals? — 
Yes. 

19.291. What is the stallage charge 7 — ^Threepence. 

19.292. What is it for a pig p — From 2d. to 3d. 


Patrick Quirks, Esq., Solicitor, examined. 

19,293. Have you anything to state ? — All I have to say 
is on behalf of the commissioners. They are desirons of 
getting oontrol of the market, and after paying the expense 
anything that came out of the markets should go to the 
benefit of the lates. We will have a meeting of ths com- 
missioners this evening, and can send on iHtenvards any 
resolutions adopted on the subject. 


Michael Powxb, Esq., Chairman of Town Commissioners, 
examined. 

19.294. You are the chairman of the town commis- 
sioners? — ^Yes. 

19.295. Did the commissioaers, as a body, ever contem- 
plate acquiring the rights to the markets and fairs in 
Carrick? — Well, not to my knowledge, while I am chairman 
of the commissioners. 

19.296. Has it ever been discussed by the commis- 
sioners? — No. 

19,297- Individually, are they desirous of obtaioingthe 
control of all markets ? — Certainly. 

19.298. Do you think that any steps ndll be taken in 
that direcrinn by them?— If they have a legal right I 
would say that they would. 

10.299. From your experience, you think a body like the 
commissioners arc the pro|Mr persons to have control over 
the mexketa and fairs in this town and elsewhere? — I 
would say so. 

19.300. Why did you form that opizuonP — I think for 
the benefit of the people of the town the commissioners 
should have this right. 

19.301. Overwhst? — Over the general market. 

I9,3fi2. As well 03 over the frirs? — Yes. 

19.303. Would they he disposed, if they obttined control 
over the general markets, to levy a toll on them? — 1 think 
not. 

19.304. If they did not levy a toll how could tiiey work 
them for the benefit of the town generally ? — ^The revenue is 
very small. 

19.305. Did they ever consider the levying of a toll on 
fairs? — No, except when the fair is held in a place that is 
walled in. Of course it would be impossible to do that 
here because it is an open greea. 

19.306. Is it a common? — Well, it is. It is a common- 
age, hut the ownership is preserved to the Earl of 
Bessborough. The pohee barrack is on part uf the green 
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and in 1866, by a motion of the town cotmnisaioners, it was 
enclosed, and, as far as I remember, his Lordship the Earl of 
Bessborouc^hhad to be consulted, notwithstanding that the 
grand jury jJurpnsed to exercise exclusive rights, although 
within, their jurrsdictioo. 

19.307. {Mr. Callaghaa.) It was on a resolution proposed 

hyine I was then on the town commission — that the place 

was enclosed. The Earl of BessborouKh gave a contribu- 
tion, and, in addition to that, he verbally gave up his 
rights. 

19.308. The public have acquired no riehte over this 
portion ? — No further thun prescriptive right to hold the 
fairs. 


Mu.- William Aiieun examined. 

19.328. Have you any remarks to make as to the better 
v/orking, or what would lead to the better working, of the 
markets and fairs in Carrick-on*Suir P — I think you have 
all the information from Mr. (lallughnn. 

19.329. You have no suggestions to olter yourselfP— No 
suggestions ; but I would not like to have the green walled 
in and the markets taken oCL'the street The jieople would 
be against it. There would be some benefit got by the 
grocers and pulolicans when the markets are on the street. 

19.330. You think tiio removal of tlio markets would be 
opposed by the traders P — Yes. 


Examinaiion of Mr. Power continueiL 

19.309. Do yon think the butter market would be 
worked better and to the greater satisfaction of those fre- 
quenting it if the commissioners were the controlling 
author!^ ? — I think so. 

19.310. Did you ever hear any complaints of the 
management at present? — No, except that the receipts do 
not go to the benefit of the rates. 

19.311. You would only seek control of it for the 
purpose of increasing your present revenue ? — Yes ; that is 
my view. 

19.312. You never heard any compUiots of inaccuracy 
in the weights or draining in the butter market?— No. 
As far as the butter market is concerned, I never heard 
complaints, but tiiere have been complaints of the weighing 
machine. 

19.313. Have complaints been made of any inaccuracies ? 
— I heard complaints made of shortcomings at the machine, 
and that it is not waghing properly. 

19.314. Were these complaints mentioned to Mr. Boyd ? 
— 1 do not know. 

19,316. [Mr. Boyd here said: The weighing machine 
got out of order, and I had it repaired, and it cost me 
•dl. 10s,] 

19,316. Have you (Mr. Powell) any experience of fairs 
where tolls are levied ? — ^iVo. 


Cross-examined by Mr. Sullivan. 

19.317. You say it was not discussed, but the individual 
opinion of the town commissioners is that they should 
have control ? — Yes. 

19.318. Was there a special market for the sale of fish 
which was discontinued, and gi\ e the reason why the com- 
missioners hod it discontinued ? — We tried to carry it out, 
and could not get fish enough to continue in the place we 
appointed. 

19.319. Was not there a ajieoial fish market constituted 
at the end of_ the quay by the town commissioners, the 
town commissioners renting it, and was not that discon- 
tinued P — I do not remember. 

19.320. It ivas before your time ? — Yes. 

19.321. Were there any market buildings erected P 

There were. 

19.322. Were they erected by the town commissioners ? 
— Not in my time. . 

19.323. Did the commissioners ever establish a fish 
market P— Not in my time. 

19.324. Would you think it would conduce to the benefit 
of sellers of cattle and convenience the buyei-s if the green 
were enclosed and stalls put up ? — Yes, if it could be done • 
but the rates of the town will not allow any such thing to 
be done. 

19.325. In addition to the cattle sold on the green, if 
enclosed, do not yon think the hay and other farm produce 
should be sold there and not on the street, as at present ? 
— Yes. 

19.326. (By the Assistant Commissioner.) Do you tiitny 
if a toll WTB levied it would deter people from bringing 
their commodities into the market? — It would not, for the 
best of reasons possible, they cannot go anywhere else. 

19.327. Have you got any town magistrate P— No. 


Cross-examined. 

19.331. Could you give ai'.y good reasons why the grocers 
and ])ublicans would object to a transfer frtim the main 
street to the green, or have you any tangible reason for the 
conclusion you arrive at P — The general public are in the 
habit of dealing with the people in the main street, and if 
the market was held in a dilTerent jjlace they would go to 
new houses. 

19.332. {By the Assistant Oommissioner.) I take it, then, 
that the traders would put up with any inconvenience 
caused to them by the markets being held on the main 
street for trade purposes P — Yes. 

19.333. Do they expose lump butter for sale in the 
streets beroP — Yes. 

19.334. Is it to the jirivate individuals they sell or to tlie 
shopkeepers P — To private individuals. 

19.335. Do they buy by bulk ?— 'L'hoy buy on the streets, 
and go into one of the shops to weigh. 

19.336. Do they levy any charge for weighing ? — Not at 
all. It is to avoid the charge they go there. 


Mr. Edward Burke examined. 

19,337.- What remarks do you wish to inakeP — I wish 

to . state that I frequently had a conversation with many 
men who, from f.tue to time, attend the markets and fair 
greens where toUage is charged ; and these men stated to 
me that the general public are getting totally opposed to it. 
There is a place not far distant, three or four miles below 
Fiddown, and the people kicked against it, and they held 
the fairs on the roads instead of driving the cattle into the 
place where tollage was charged. 

IDji'lSR. Was there any accommodation given in return 
for the toll there P— There was. A field was there where 
the fdr was always held j and it seems some time ago— I 
do not know it of my own knowledge — that a man named 
Foley took uii the field. The field belonged to Lord Bess- 
borough, and ho rented it, but whetbor it was in bis posses- 
sion or not before that I could not say; and then he 
inristed on getting tallage, and a great many people 
bringing cattle and ])igs there ruinainud out on tbo road, 
and would not go into tlie field at all. 

19.339. Could yon tell mo the rea-sons why you are 
opposed to the levying of a toll at fairs P — Only for the 
enarges. I do not know any other reason. 

19.340. Would you have any obiectimi to pay a toll if sn 
adequate return was given for it r— If a man had 20 head 
of cattle at fid. e«ch, would not that be 5s. P 

19.341. If you brought 20 head of cattle and got an 
adequate return, would you object to pay the toll P — But I 
do not think there is any accommodation here in that way 
with regard to sheltei-. 

19,3^. I am only asking you, in a general sense, would 
you object to paying a toll for cattle brought in and ex- 
posed for sale in the fair green if you got an adequate 
return P — would not if it was to pay the cost and ex]>ense 
of getting up the place. 

19.343. Where tolls are levied, do you deem it right 
that the person in receipt of such tolls should give an 
adequate return P — Yes. 

19.344. Otherwise you would bo uunosed to the payment 
of the toUs P — Yea. 

19,346. Is that the general .bpinioiQ of tlie drovers, 
faimers, and traders with whom you came iu contact P-“ 
It is. Before this inquiry was to te held at all, I was 
often speaking to dealers and farmers coming to this place- 
and every one of them seems to have a decided objection to 
pay tolls— both dealers and farmers. 
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19,.'i46. Would not you think, if the commiasioners ac- 
quire the fair ffreco, and the rq;ht t<- iety tnllaj^c, and had 
erected there atalls and pens for the cattle, that the farmers 
would not object to pay a toll of 3d. or Is. instead of 
nutting them on land to graze the night before tbe fair ? — 
Itwoiild be a very great convenience to fanners and dealers, 
bat not in such a place as this. 

19 , 347 . As a matter of pahlio convenience, if cattle pens 
were providefl, do yon think there ought to be rules by the 
commissioners Axing the hour for buying and for 0 ]>ening, 
and not have ic straggling as it is^ — My opinion is that if 
tbe commissioners v'cnt to the expense of walling in the 
fair grern they would have to charge 2s. 5d. per head. 

I9.34S. That is. if provided out of the rates ; do not you 
think it mure desirable that tlie place should be walled in 
and accommodation given? — I do not think ft would be 
desirable, because the general public would not have it. 
They would not he ]>IeaseiI with it. 

19,34.9. But yon have got to consider the convenience to 
the town and the heneAt to' the rwenue of tire commis- 
sioners? — I think h would be a benefit, butnotabon^t 
to the revenue of the commissioners ; hut if the commis- 
sioners got tlie sole supervision and control of the market, 
and have proper officers, I think the commissioners would 
be doing a good day’s work. Let tliem take up the whole 
markft, butter and everything else, and establish a market, 
because there is nolwdy in this towT. htts any control over 
the iparkets, and every person who comes into tbe town 
can go everywhere they like, or where they can get any 
convenience for their commodities. 


Mr. Wall, P.L.G., examined. 

19.350. What observations do you msh to makcP — I 
Aink the pigs ahould be kept in tbe yards of the town 
instead of at the railway. 

19.351. What is your suggestion? — My suggestion ia 
that when they are sold they should be put into the yards 
of the town. 

19,362. (9/r. Burke.) You could not make that work. 
When a man buys a pig it is for him to drive the pig 
wherever he likes himself. 

19 , 35 . 3 . \\''ould you suggest, Mr. Wall, that a properly 
enclosed pig mortet should be established, with pens for 
shelter ? — There are pleoty of yards idle in the town. 

19,3.54. In return forthe accommodation in those yards, 
would you anil those who sell and buy pigs here be disposed 
to pay stallage ? — Certainly. They get knocketl about a 
good deal at the ruilway. 

19.355. Do the pigs be deteriorated in \nilue by this 
knocking slmut ? — Certainly, and the jicople who buy 
them suffer, too. There arc three or four princi)*al buyers 
coming here, and three or four yards would accommodate 
tbe whole of them. 

19.356. Do pigs come in any great numbers.®— Four 
hundred nr five hundred every fair day. 

19 . 357 . Is there- any other gentleman who has any 
observations to make? — No answer. ' 


The inquiry then concluded. 


WATERFORD. 


With reference to my inquiry in Waterford on the 6th November 1888, I beg to 
report as follows : — 

Waterford is a city' and large seaport, and the capital of the county. It carries on 
an extensive trade in the export of pork, bacon, butter, lard, corn, and flour. Thei’e 
are also some manufacturing industries in the city. It has a fine harbour of about 
eight miles long, and of good depth, so that vessels of 1,5(X) tons can discharge at the 
quay. It is the terminus of the Waterford and Limerick Railway line, and of the 
Waterford and Central Ireland and Kilkenny Junction Railway line. The corpoi’ation 
administer the local affairs, and the population is 29,181. 

The potato, fisli, and milk markets are held daily, with the exception of Sunday. 
The hay and straw market on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. The roll butter, 
and egg market is held on Wednesday and Saturday. The vegetable market on 
Saturday. The fruit market on Wednesday and Saturday during the months of 
August and September, and the firkin butter market on Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Saturdays. 

The fairs arc held on the first Monday of every month, and on the 4th May, 24th 
June, and 25th October. A pig fair or market is held every Wednesday. 

At the potato market weighing charges only are levied. At the fish market rough 
fish have to bear an entrance charge, salmon a weighing charge, and if the owners 
occupy a stall, they have to pay an additional weekly charge. At the hay and straw- 
market each load has to bear a charge of 6d. for weighing. At the roll butter and 
egg market, a charge of Id. is levied on each roU brought into the market, whether 
it ia weighed or not. At the firkin butter market, a charge is levied off all firkins 
which must be weighed. At the milk, vegetable, and fruit market, no charges are 
payable.' 

The fairs and pig fairs or markets are toll free. 

No scale of the charges le'vied at any of the markets' is exposed for public inspection, 
but a weighbridge has been provided without, however, any railings around it, to 
Bfitisfactorily weigh live stock. .- 

The firkin butter, market is belonging to a Mr. Charles Newport, of Belgiumi -who 
controls it through the agency of his son, Mr, George B. Newport. The former gentleman 
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appointed by tie old Coloration, in 1842, the public butter weiglimaster, under the 
provisions of the Act of Parliament for bis life. The profits derived fi'om the market 
go to his own use. Acting upon the advice of his solicitor, his manager refused to 
attend the inquiry or assist the Commission, so that the necessary information had to 
be subsequently elicited from him at the market ]3lace. 

It is the unanimous opinion of the members of the Corporation, that the profits of 
the butter market should go to augment the funds of the city treasury, and it is a 
customary practice at the election of a mayor each year to obtain from that municipal 
dignitary an undertaking that if during his term of office he should have occasion to 
exercise the priN’ilege of appointing a buiter weigbmaster, he will do so for the public 
benefit, and not for his private use. 

The charges received from the potato market, fish market, and roll butter and egg 
market, go to the Corporation. 

The charges at the hay and straw market are payable, in the first instance, to the 
above named Mr. Charles Newport, but since 1874, the sum of M. por load is payable 
by Mr. Newport to the Corporation, in return, it is said, for regulating the market and 
keeping order. 

There seems to have been four patents granted for Waterford. They are dated 
respectively lObh July 1609, 26th May 1626, 24th March, 4 James II., and 6th 
June 1706 ; and authorised markets to be held on Wednesday and Saturday, and a 
fair on 24th June to continue for five days, and another on 11th October to continue 
likewise for five days. 

The site of the firkin butter market and the buildings thereon, are rented by 
Mr. Newport from the Corporation at 401. a year. 

It was stated that the monthly fair on the first Monday of each month was established 
without any express authority within the last 50 year’s. 

In accordance with my instructions, I have inspected the fair green and market 
places, &c. 

The fairs and pig fair, a market in Waterford, are held in a fair green on what is 
called the hill of Ballybricken, which is at the upper end of the city. It is a large 
open space, and between fairs used as a commonage. It affords sufficient space for 
the purposes for which it is availed of. It is not walled in, and there is no accom- 
modation whatever provided there for those frequenting the fairs. 

The only enclosed markets belonging to the Corporation, are the roll butter and 
egg market, and the fish market. These two markets adjoin each other, and are situate 
off the public street. They are fairly large, and provided with shedding accommodation 
for those ti’ansacting business there. There is a scale in the roll butber market, and 
seats around, and in the fish market also there is suitable accommodation. Both 
places are paved, and at the time of inspection presented a very clean and commendable 
appearance. These markets were only erected last year by the Corporation. 

The large butter market belonging to Mr. Newport is held ou che quay, where a 
spacious and lofty covered house is built. There are two entrauoes to it. A beam and 
scales are provided for weighing the butter. There is sufficient accommodation for a 
large supply of butter. An office, from which the weigh tickets are issued, is erected 
within the building. Coopers to drain the firkins, and assistant weiglimaster are 
engaged by the owner. 

In connexion with this last market there is an ouncil erected at which, all com- 
modities are weighed by the load. The hay and straw market is held ou the public 
street in front of the large butter market, but there is no shelter or other 
accommodation. 

All the other markets, the potato market, milk market, vegetable market, and fruit 
market, are held on portions of the difi'orent public thoroughfares in the city ; and no 
immediate control is, it seems, exercised over them, except for the purpose of avoiding 
obstruction to the public. 

In the potato market, when weighing a sack of potatoes, a deduction of one stone 
is made from the gross weight in order to cover the tare of the sack and dirt, &c. 
around the potatoes. 

In the large butter market a deduction of 1 lb. on small firkins, and 2 lbs. on 
large firkins is made from the gross weight, in addition to the tare branded on the 
firKiu. This additional allowance is said to be for soakage. 

The firkins must be weighed before sale, and a charge per firkin is levied immediately 
after the weight being ascertained. 

The charge for weighing a load of any commodity at the weighbridge, is fixed at 
the rate of 6d. per load, irrespective of the quantity contained in the load, or whether 
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it is a horse or donkey load. A head of cattle was weighed thereon, and the same 
charge, 6d., levied. 

During the inquiry I took an opportunity of asking some questions with reference 
to the bridge crossing the river Suir. There is only one bridge crossing the river, 
which practically divides the city into two parts. Every individual has to pay, and 
every animal, cart, or commodity has to bear a toll when crossing the bridge. This is 
complained of very much by the inhabitants and traders in the city, especially as the 
river separates the main business thoroughfare from the railway terminus. 

The bridge is the property of the Waterford Bridge Commissioners. 

Appended will be found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

JOHN J. O’MEARA, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Assistant Commissioner. 

Dublin. 


Waterford, 6tb November 1888. 


Ma. James Mahon’y, High Constable, esamined. 


19,358. Are you tbo bigh-constable of Waterford P — 
Yes. 

l9.369.*You were appointed by the Waterford Corpora- 
tion P — Yea. 

19.360. What are your particular duties, or have you 
any duties in connexion noth the markets and &ra 
here? — As high-constable, I am superintendent of the 
markeU. 

19.361. What markets are there in Waterford? — ^The 
potato market, hay and straw market, fish market. High 
street butter and egg market ; the square market for 
vegetables, and a fruit market for a couple of months in 
the year, at John street, and a new milk market, morning 
and evening, in Broad street, and Micliael street. 

19.362. Where is the potato market held P— On the 
quay. 

19.363. Is it in the public thoroughfare P — Yes, I may 
mention that there are only two enclosed markets — the fish 
market, and the amall butter and egg market. 

19.364. Where ie the fish market P— In Peter street. 

19.365. Is it entirely enclosed P — Yes, shut out from the 
publio. 

19.366. Have they stalls in it P — ^They have, and slabs 
and all. 

19.367. And sufficient shelter accommodation ? — 
Certainly. 

19.368. Do they sell \inderneath these stalls P — The 
carts ain in the opeu yard. 

19. . 369. Are there any sheds in the butter aod egg 
market, in High street P — ^There are two. 

19.370. Is this butter market entirely enclosed P — Yea, 
you can pass from the fish market in the butter and egg 
market, They adjoin each other. 

19.371. Are all the other markets held on the public 
thoroughfare P —Yes. 

19.372. Who are these raarkete belonging to P — ^The 
Corporation of Waterford. 

19.373. When are they held P->The potato market ie 
held daily, Sunday excepted ; the bay and straw market 
on Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday ; the fish market 
daily; the small butter and egg market in High street, on 
Wednesday and Saturday, but on Saturday pnocipslly. 

19.374. When is the vegetable market heldP — That is 
on Saturday. 

19.375. And the fruit market P — That ie only for a 
Couple of months in the year, in the months of August 
ud September, and finishes about Michaelmas. It is held 
on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

19.. 376. And the new milk market p — That is held twice 
a day, morning and evening. 

19.377. Are ohorgea levied in these markets?— I will 
name the charges. 

19.378. Have you got a schedule P — I have an abstiaet 
for the last three years. 


19 379. That is of the accounts P — Yes. 

19,360. But have you got a list of the chargee on each 
commodity? — I will te!l you that. 

19.381. What is the charge at the potato market P — A 
penny a sack for weighing, and they ^ a ticket besides 
made up. 

19.382. There is only one charge P — Yes, Id. per sack. 

19.383. Irrespective of the quantity in the sackP — It 
does not make a bit of difference. The average ie over 
20 stone. 

19.384. You superintend these markets P — ^Yes, and I 
also did duty in them. 

19.3d5. Do they always ascertain tiie actual tare of 
the Rack? — They allow one stone, by a rule amongst 
themeelves. 

19.386. You always estimate the tareP — Yea, at one 
stone 

19.387. What would be the smallest quantity of potatoes 
in a sack, the tare of which would be one stone P — I do 
Dot know. Between dirt and clay, there is no loser or 
gainer ac either ride. 

19.388. You would not say that the actual sack itself 
would weigh a atone P — No, 1 would not. 

16.389. Tlie difference between the weight of the sack, 
ard the stone weight would he an allowance for mud, or 
if the sack was saturated with wet P — T es. 

19.390. Do they ever mark the weight of the potatoes 
on the sack, with chalk P — No. 

19.391. The? always give the ticket?— Yes, a printed 
tiokrt. The duplicate of that is a book, which I examine 
once a week. 

{The foUowing U a copy of the ticket in we.) 

397 

Watbbfobd Potato Mabkbt. 
day of 1®® 

Potatobs. 

Weighed for 


Amount of Fees, *. d. 

Purchased by 

19, M2. Is this a good potato market? — It is the only 
potato market in Waterford. 

19,393. Is it well attended ? — Very fairly. 

19, M4. Are there any rales restraining the sale of 
potatoes elsewhere, than m this market P— There ore not. 

li 8 
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19.395. Would the corporation prohibit people from 
selling potatoes elsewhere P — Not if they went into a 
private house, bnt they would not allow them to sell jn 
any other part of the street. 

19.396. Have cases of that kind ever happened ?— 'HuTe 
was once a case happened. During my time, I saw people 
to set up in the Guay weighing potatoes, and I put a stop 
to it. 


399 

Watrbvori) h'laii Market.. 

day of 188 

Sulnion, 

Weighed for 


19.397. Supijosing they sold potatoes in the town, 
without weighing them at your scales, would you seek for 
any charge P — No, I would not look for a charge on 
anything but what is weighed there. 

19.398. When you weigh a sock of potatoes, and the 
ticket denoting the weight is lost, you could give nntrther 
ticket? — Yes. We can refer to the duplicate, and that is 
the reasou it is kept. 

19.399. What about the bay and straw market? — ^There 
is an agreement with the New])ort family, since 187^. by 
which the corporation gets a load, by placing a man 
on duty. Mr. Vale pays that. 

19.490. Mr. Vale, who represents the Newport family, 
pays this charge ro the corporation ?— Yee. 


Amount of Fee.'i, s. d. 

Purobaaed by 

19.421. Is it oil eiifryti) the ninrkot these chorgefiaie 
levied P — No. 'ITic rough fish jmy on entry, Imtsomenmes 
we cannot get it until they sell, but the charge on other 
fisli is only when weighed. 

19.422. Supposing they sell n salmon by bulk in the 
irnrkct ? — They do not do that. It lias nil to be weighed. 

19.423. Can the general public come into buy in the 
market P — Y’es. 


19,401. And have the corporation any duties, whatever 
to perform in return for this charge? — We place a man 
there to take charge rm the public streets, and he makes 
ordinary arrangements with tlie people. 

19,492. Where is the hay end straw market held P— On 
the public thoroughfkre, b^ide the bridge, on the quay. 

19,403. Mr. Newport levies a higher rate than this from 
the producereP — ^Tes. 


19.424. Supposing they' saw a salmon there, and 
estimated it themselves, and bought it by the hulk, would 
you charge P— They would not do that. It is the duty of 
the officer, not to leave it out of the market, imtil it is 
weighed. 

19.425. Supposing it happened, would they have to pay 
the charge P — Undoubtedly, if they wont away rvithout 
being weighed, they would not pay, but I never knew a 
cose of th'it kind. 


19.404. In the potato market what facilities have yon 
for ascertaining the weight of the potatoes. How many 
lieams and scales ha\'e you P>-OnIy one, and one ofBcer 
attending. Theie is a constable in charge. 

19.405. Is there only one officer in charge? — Ya". 'Fhe 
market is right on the quay, and he has a box there, and 
the triangle is in iVont of that. 

19.406. VTiat is his salary? — Fie has other duties besides 
that. He has charge of a ivnrd, looking after the 
obstruction, and other duties there. 

19.407. What would yon estimate his woge.s at, for 
performing this i»rtncular duty, in conne-vinn with the 
potato market ? — f)5l. a year, is the entire salary. 

19.408. Then would you say that 407. a year, would 
cover his duties, w> far as the potato market is concerned P 
— It is not named in anv way. 

19.409. Yon have one man attending the hay and straw 
market ? — ^Yes j he attends for three days, during the time 
of the market. 

19.410. Yon do not know the tarms of the arrangement 

between tbe corporaiaon and tbe Newport family ? It is 

in 1874 the arrangement wDs made. 

19.411. Previous to that the corporation derived on 
benefit from it?— No. 

19.412. What arc tbe charges in tbeflsh nia^ketP There 

are tolls for that. Tbe salmon season is the greatest bulk 
in that. 

19.413. Do you know the rate of charges? — A penny 
per salmon: Id. for each salmon weighed, and for that 
they get a ticket, and a block iskejit. 

19.414. Is it only on the salmon you levy a charge? 

There is 4d. a load for rough fish. 

19.415. What sort of a load? — A horse’s load. 

19.416. Supposing a donkey load came, what wonid be 
the charge?— Two-pence. It is optional with the officerto 
levy only half on sroaTl loads. 

19.417. Heis lefta discretionaty power?— Yes. 

19.418. Are tlieae the only three rotes. Irf. for each 
salmon, 4i. a horse load, and 3d. a donkey load P and 
weighing a sole fish, Itf. for SSlbs.. or a pwmy a draft 
The cliarge on rough fish is for the load. 

19.419. Yon have a beem and scales there P ^Yes. 

19.420. Do you give a ticket denotin? the weight? 


fTli»/o//nicw// 1> « eopij nf fJin HrM in Kse,) 


19.426. The 4i^. u load is paid on entry into the 
market P— Yes. 

19.427. Yon do not consider whether the fish are sub- 
sequently sold or not? — When it enters they do not 
generally ]»y. As a rule, all the fish are sold, and daring 
the day the tolls are levied. 

19.428. Supposing they do not sell, but expose it for 
sale in the market, would the corporation be entitled to 
charge P — Yes, because tbe order is made. 

19,42.9. Is tbe order, that tbe tolls 1» collected as they 
enlerP — Not as they enter. It is left to the discretionary 
power of the officer. 

19,4J4Ci. Is there any schedule erected P — It is not printed 
lately. They sre after erecting a new market. 

19,4;il. When was it erected P — Last year. 

19,432. That is the fish market ? — Yes. We had an 
old one adjoining, with the butter, and there were some 
complaints, and the corporation built a now one in Peter 
street. 

19,4A3. Were tolls la^’ied iit the old one? — Yes. 

19,434. At similar rates? — Not exactly. The loads of 
fi-sh n-cre not there regularly, and we got whatever we 
cimld out of them. 

1.9.435. Were the charges they were entitled to levy 
similar to the jircsent charges P — About the -sanut thing. 

19,436. Have they altered the rates? — ^There is some 
little change. There is a price Wd on tbe table, bnt we 
cannot get it. 

I9,4.'i7. When the people bring in the fish, have they 
stalls they can occupy ? — Yes, if they wish to nso them. 

19.438. Do you levy a choree for these stalls ?— Yes. 
but they do not take obem. 

19.439. What is the charge P — Ninepence nr Is. for ihe 
week. 

19.440. How many stall'i Imve youP — Nine or ten or 
more, but as a rule they will rot use them. 

19.441. Is that in addition to the charge on fish, on 
salmon, and that class of fisbP — Yea. The only people 
who occupy these aie those dealing in them. 

19,4^. Supposing they sold a salmon by bulk, and did 
not_ weigh it, would the owporation, do you toink, he 
entitled to their charge, or have they ever sought for it?— 
f I'evCT knew it. I will give yon some idea of how the 
thing ia done, and yon can judge for yourself. All the fish 
come into the .market, ana at a certain hour the buvem 
come. Very little is bought by the general public l*« 
generally by the people in tbe trade, and they come into 
^ market after getting a telegram, and hid for the fish- 
The highest bidder will take tbe fish, and then it i* 
weighed and the owners come for their ticket. 
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la there tmy rule in the market that all fisli 
comiDff iu Ik weight f — There ia a rule. It ia nut 
printed, but they undcrstaocl that rule amungat themaelvcn. 

1 .9,444. You never heard of ita beiiig wtigbed at other 
scales than those belonging to the corpurationP — None 
that comes into the market. There is a great deal that 
does not come into the market ; more than four times the 
amount is sold in private houses. 

19,445. Do they expose it elsewhere P — They bring it into 
the private houses. 

19,44(>. Has the corporation any right to charge in tliat 
caseP — No. 

19.447. If the fish were exposed on the quay or public 
thoroughfare, would you charge? — Yes, on all public 
streets there would be a charge. 

19.448. tVhat would you charge? — Rough fish would 
the same as I have mentioned to you. 

19.449. The butter and egg market is in High street? — 
Yes. 

19.450. Belonging to the corporation ? — Yes. 

19.451. Arc there two butter markets here ? — There is one 
down in the quay. Mr. Newport, the weighmaster, holds it. 

19,432. What is exposed in the one belonging to the 
corporation P — All Bmall rolls. 

I9,45d. Lump butter P — Yes. 

19.454. E^rkins are never brought there P— No. Kothmg 
but rolls from 1 lb. up to 34 ana 35 lbs. 

19.455. What charges do the corporation levy? — A 
penny for each roll. 

19,45G. Do they take into consideration the quantity P — 
Up to 10 lbs. it 'is Id., and then anything over that Id. 
every 10 lbs. 

19,457. It comes down to Id.? — Yes. 

19,468. Supiiosing the quantity was only 1 lb. P— They 
hardly ever bring such a quantity. They bring 10 lbs. or 
30 lbs. in rolls, in a basket. 

19,459, Is this charge for weighing P — If they do not 
weigh they are charged also. 

fTAe following is a copy of the tieh^ in use). 
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Watkrposd Bdttbr anb 1£og Market, 

day of 188 

Butter and Eggs. 

Weighed for 


Amount of Fees, s. d. 

Purchased by 

19.460. If they effect a sale P — Yea. 

19.461, If they brought in buttei' and did not effect a 
sale, and did not weigh, but exposed it for sale the whole 
day, would you charge? — Well; yes. When the officer 
goes bis rounds at a certain portion of the day and sees a 
certain number of rolls - in a woman's basket, he charges 
according to that. 

19,463. He examines the quantity P— Yes. 


19.463. Then they do not actually weigh them?— Not 
the small tolls, except there n’os a doubt, and then they 
are weighed for nothing. 

19.464. How inanv collectors have you there? — One. 
'I'lie old sergeant we liad assists the man who is there. 

19.465. Docs the collector of the tolls weigh also? 
—Yes. 

19.466. Have you any small scales for the people 
themselves P — ^There are two }>ersons who send butter and 
use the stalls, and they weigh out to the public after 
bringing a roll, generally 1 lb. or i lb. or so. 

19.467. Is there any charge? — No charge. If you 
went into the market to buy, you could weigh at once and 
i)c satisfied before you left. 

19,168. Thechaige yon make is a standing charge for 
the use of the stall P — There is accommodation to vend 
their goods there, but huxters must weigh for themselves. 

19,469. Wli&t is the quantity in the smallest roll 
brought in P — About 6 Ihs. 

19,4/0. .Supposing they brought in ten 1 lb. rolls, what 
would you charge ? — ^That would be Id charge. 

19,471. Is there shedding accommodation in this plaoe P 
— ^There are two sheds, one at each side of the market. 

19,4/3. Docs that afford sufficient shelter aevomoda. 
tion for the people and the butter ?— At present it does. 
The fish was at one side until this year, but now we arc 
pretty fairly off. 

19 . 473 . It affords sufficient accommodation ? — It does. 

19 . 474 . No complaints are mode of iusuffioiency P — 
Previous to this year there were. 

19 . 475 . No roll butter goes to Mr. Newport’s market? 
—No. 

19.476. All firkins? — Yes. 

19,477- Supposing roll butter came there? — I never 
know it in my experience. 

19,478. When was the butter market established p— I 
am nearly 30 years an officer of the corporation, and it 
belongs to the corporation during that time. 

19,4/9. Did Mr. Howard, the town clerk, give you an 
account of the receipts &om the several markets ?— Yes. 

19.480. The vegetable market is on the public thorough- 
fare? — Yea. 

19.481. Do you receive any tolls there ? — No tolls at all 
of any description. 

19.482. What is the charge in the fruit market in John 

Street P We are not able to attend to that for the lost 

few years as my staff got short. The charge was 3d. a 
load when tliey did business. 

19.483. Tliat was a staodiog charge ? — ^Y'es. 

19.484. You do not collect it now?— No. We used to 
place on officer on Wednesdays and Saturdays to take care 
of them and look after them, but two men were put to 
sanitary duties, and I am short on my staff. 

19.485. Have you any charges in the new milk market ? 
No. 

19.486. Can you give roe the receipts from each of these 
markets ?— Yes. 'lie receipts for one year ending the 
31 St .Yugust 1887 for the butter market were, 37/. Os. /d. ; 
forthe potato market, 431. Is. 4d.; fish market, 421. 8s. 7d.j 
hay and straw market, 69L 8s. 8d. {The following is the 
balance sheet subsequentlg kandrd iu witness.) 
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Borough op Waterford. 


An Abstract of the Account of the Borough Revenue, Rei 
August 1886, to the 31st day of August 1887 (made out 


THE OHABSE. 

RBirrALi 

Arrean on 1st Sept. 1886 £2,243 14 1 
Bwts falUog due within 
the periou of 
account* 


. 0,019 1 8 
11£62 16 8 

Bents paid within the 
period of this account 8,240 7 7 ■ 

S.D22 8 2 
8 18 11 


Abatements aiioved to 


Aiiears on 1st Sept. 1837 2,702 i 


TiTsa Bbhxcsargks. 


Aireare on 1st Sept. 1886 
Bent chaises falling due 
within the perira of 
this account 

Bent charges paid with- 
in the period of this 
aacount • - ■ 


1490 6 6 
1,885 8 0 


ClBUAX ABD WSBRLT RaifTS: 
Bents of Green's Lone cottages • 
Bents ot Iwge room, town liall 
Theatre rents ... 
Bents of box offices on q.unr 
Other rents . . • • 


181 18 8 
24 19 6 
46 13 6 
38 0 0 
0 310 


Pbbsiakbbt Souscbs OB 
iKCOltB: 

Water bailiCs fees. 12 months to 
1st August 1837, vie. t 
Tonnage fees - 
Anchorage 

Beams and scales fees 
Quajage . • - • 


Graving he. 

Bntter market fees 
Potato market fees - 
Fish market fees 
Huy and straw market fe 


CaSUII SOITRCBB OB ISCOXB: 
Contribution to lighting olock tower 


2,042 a 2 
S70 10 8 
37 11 8 
(10 0 0 

2.510 7 0 

30 15 8 


deepening John's 

experiments! electric lighting 
die extinguishing expenses 


Baiuhos: 

Balance due by Oorporatton, 1st September 1887 


teipt, atid Expenditure, for one Year, from the 31st day of 
08 required by the 136th section of the Municipal Act. 

Patrick Kent, Borough Treasurer. 

THE DISCHARGE. 

Ealakcb : 

Balance duo by Corporation, 1st Soptomlier 1880 - • £3,056 13 4 

Salaries: 

Pi^moiits to present oltlcen ..... j.fop j2 3 
Law akd Fabliambbtart Expbnbbb: 

Law uxponsos of every kind • • • - * 145 19 3 

UONIOIFAI, ExrBnsBS: 

Expouaes attendant on ulcotlon of inomborH of Corporation 12 12 ( 

HnAD RSKTS Airs TAXBS : 

Head rents 
^nit rents 


Tithe r‘nt charges 
Insurance 


£222 10 4 
44 12 2 
87 1ft 0 


123 : 


9 10 6 


Oticbr Exfbbbes 
Water baillH’a expenses to July 1887 


Due for interest on 
1st SepL 1886 - 
Amount failing due wlUi- 


1,678 11 0 
S3 2 11 
31 7 0 


Income tux dodueted • 


ArPtiCATioiT OB HuarDUB 1 
Park expenses - 
Labourers' cottages 
61-aving bank expenses ’ 
Ironmongery 
Electrio olockB - 
Painthig and glazing 
Collecting iincliorage fees at pn 
Sundries - 

Fire extinguishing expenses - 
Bathing places • 

Clock tuwev 

Ligiitlng borough (19 montlis) to 
1st April 1887 - 
General repairs 
Repairs of streets 
Sweeping streets 
Watering streets 
Street srones • 

SewoTB ■ • 

Gravel .... 
Flagging • 

Lime and sand ... 
Crossings ... 

Footways ... 
Fcrrylionk road oontmet 
Keroing and ohannel stones - 
Smithwork 

Puhlin Huallh Act oipoiises - 
Giatuitios and nllowsr.cca 
Donation to Mount Sion drawing 
school .... 
Theatre exponsua - 
Deepening John's Pill 
Bbuk interest - . 

Freights .... 
Markets ... 


DeputAtlons 

Valuations 


303 17 5 
231 11 1 
031 18 7 
60 13 » 


81 17 2 
U2 8 10 
18 7 7 
17 2 30 


U2 IS 2 
164 18 3 
141 17 6 
6 8 6 
06 19 0 
23 11 0 
20 1 8 
3 12 6 
696 0 6 
6 0 0 


— 6,287 210 

- £18,8(17 10 7 


19,487- The officieQs enj^aged in connexion wish the 
markets have other duties to perfonnP— They have. At 
present the three men who tmve charge of the potato 
market and fish market have all the city of Waterford to 
look after, and the public obstruction to look after, under 
the bye-lavs of the corporation. 

19.488. What is the total expense of looking after the 
markets? — ^The working expense is 95Z. a year. That 
might be repsira, &c., for the year. 

19.489. Would they amount to so much as that P — ^They 
may that particular year. 


19,4.90. I see in the statement of the accounts that the 
expenditure was only 6Z. 12s. Id. for repairs and outlay in 
1886. What were the receipts that yearP — The butta 
market, 30Z. Os. 2d.; potato market, 40Z. l/s. 7d-i 
market, 65Z. Is. 2d.; hay and straw market, 71Z-9s-®“'> 
fruit market, 2Z. 2s. Id. 

19,491. What were the receipts in 1885 P — From the 
buttCT market, 29Z. 10s. 2d. j potato market, S2Z. Is. 4d-! 
fiah market, 63Z. 1 8s. 7d. ; hay and straw market, 67 Z- 7»- i 

and fruit, on market days, IZ. 4s. 6d. They were coming 
on the new fish market then. 
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19.493. Did they purchase the site of that ? — 1 am not 
ithle to say. 

19.-193. Tljere is another market in Waterford lies dea 
that ndiicb liL'Ion^a to the corporation P — Ye.-<. 

19.494. To u’hiim does that belong?— At present it is 
in the hands of Mr. Newport. 

19.495. Who is the owner P— The corporation is the 
lessee of the market, but he holds an apimintment from 
the old corporation ns weigk-uiaeter, and he Itolds duiing 
his life time. 

19.496. Is that Mr. Charles NewjiortP — Yea. He is 
asvay in Belgium. 

19.497. He was originally appointed P — Yes. 

19.498. You do not remember the appointment P — No. 

1 heard as long os I could remember that he was appointed 
hy the old corporation. 

19.499. Wlmtever benefits or profits are derived by the 
corporation go to their own use P — Yes. 

19.500. Does Mr. Newport pay the corporation any- 
thiogp — He pays some rent for the use of the market. 

19.501. That is for the bnildmg P — .\sfar as I remember 
it must be for that pur)iose. At his death it will fall into 
the corporation. 

19.502. Did tlie corporntioii ever consider it advisable 
or desirable to purchase his right P — It has been talked of 
man^ a day. The merchants who came there ore of 
opinion it snould be in the hands of a public body. 

19.503. Is there sufficient accommodation in that market 
for all the firkins brought here P — Yes. 

19.504. Arc they ever e.tposed on the pulilic thorough- 
fare P — I never saw them there. 

^19,505. Oq whut days is this butter market held? — 
W'edaesdays, Thursdays, and Saturday. They may he in 
any other day, but these are the principal days. In fact, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays ore the principal days, although 
1 gave three days. 

19,606. What eharjic does he levy P — 1 could not exactly 
say. I have heard a certain, but I would rather have that 
come from Mr. Vale. 

19.507. What fairs are held here P — ^There is one the first 
Monday of every month. 

19.508. Where are they held? — On the hill of Bally- 
bricken. 

19,609. Is that on the other side of the river P — No, it is 
at the tup of the city. Tlien there are three large fuire, the 
4th May, 34th June, and 25th October. 

19.510. Are these for any special animals P — ^Theyare for 
cattle, horses, and everything else, and pigs. 

19.511. When were ihf monthly fairs established? — I 
think they are nut lung established. 1 remember a time 
v^en there were <mly three fairs — the three I have men- 
tioned — and then, for the convenience of the farmers, they 
started the monthly fairs, but I could not exactly give the 
date. 

19.512. How fur docs your memory e.xtcnd P — It goes a 
long way back, nearly .50 years. 

19.513. And these fairs hu'e been established within 
tliat period ? — They have been established within the 
60 years. 

19.514. Are tolls levied at the fairs? — They are not; 
they are free of tolls. 

19.515. To whom does this hill of Bullybrioken belong P 
— To the cor^iorate body of Waterford. 

19.516. Is this place convenient to the town P — ^Thcre 
could not be a better place for a fair than what it is. 

19.517. Does it iilfonl sufficient space? — It is a 
tremendous large space, ond there is easy access to it. 

19.518. Is it walled in P — No. 

19,619. How is it utilised before the fairs P — The Wed- 
nesday pig market is held there. 

19.520. On every Wednesday? — Y’es. 

19.521. Are tolls Icried at the pigmarkst? — No; there 
are no tolls levied, only what I mentionerl. 

19.522. Between the pig markets and the ordineiy 
monthly fairs, how is this utilised ?— It is a vraste there. 
It 18 a common open to the public like any street. 

19.523. Are there any buildings on itP— No; it is a 
regular square 

1 5979G. 


19,624. Have the corporation any ouncila or weigh- 
bridges P — They have not The only M’eighhridge nutsido 
their ijwn markets is the one weighing liny and straw, uuJ 
iliiil is in Mr. Newport’s possession. 

19,53.5. D.ies Mr. Newport pay any rent for that ouncil. 
nr the hay snd straw market? — I eould not tell you. I 
know lie lias the place itself, and thnt is a]>pertniuiiig 
to it. 

19,62fi. The only two markets belonging to Mr. New- 
port ure the butter market and the hay and straw market P 
—He has what is commonly called the butter market, and 
the weighbridge for commoditibs, sneh as buy, straw, and 
turnips. 

19,527. W’aa that weighbridge erected by the corpora- 
tioa P — I could not tell you. It is there os long as I con 
tell yon. 1 take it for granted it belonged to the old cor- 
poration, but 1 would not like to say it. 

19.628. Y'ou do not know what the 3(/. per loud was 
given for by Mr. Newjiort to the corporation? — Tbc 
country people in taking their places used to be wrangling 
and quarrelling on the public thoroughfare, and it w'as 
decided I should send a man, by pemiisaion of the mayor 
and corporation, during that time, and they were to get 
2(f. a load for that man's services. 

19.629. la it for keeping order? — Y'es, and sending on 
official there. 

19.530. Ha\*e you any chatges at all in the pig market 
in BoUybricken r — None. 

19.531, No pens P— None. 

19,633. Is there any storage accommoilation fur cattlv 
or pigs P — ’There may be some private places, yuiHls, fur 
which they charge, but we have nothing to do with it. 

19.533. Whut description of animals are brought to the 
fair green? — Horned cattle, pigs, horses, asses, and all 
sorts of animals; sheep, and everything in the way of 
cattle. 

19.534. Are the fairs well tended? — They are fairly, 
and they have a horse fair. 

19.535. Are different portions of this fur green allotted 
off for each different species of animals? — They are, hy 
regular a^emeut amongst themselves; cattle go to one 
place, and pigs to another. 

19.536. Is this fair green kept in repair by the corpora- 
tion P — Yes, all streets are kept in repau*. 

19.537. You did not estimate the expense of repuring 
the fair green? — No. It ia done by another gentleman, 
the borough surveyor. 

19.538. Has this hay and straw market been idways 
held here on the same site? — Yes. 1 give you 30 yeurs' 
experience. 

19.539. Prerious to the erection of the fisli morket, the 
other fish market was always held P — Yes ; it was nt one 
time in Bow Street, and was then shifted to High .Street, 
where it was found unpleasant to have the iisli and butter 
together, and the new fish market was ojiencit. 

19.540. Was it ever reiwe'entcd to (he c.irpiiratiuu the 
necessity fur ntting jiropcr market uc xmin.odation and 
enclosed buildiugs for tlic general market, and remove 
them from the streets P — It was, and they went to very 
heai'7 exfiense in having propu^ ndued, in order to 
purchase property and make the market. 

19,641. What was the result of these inquiries — 'The 
result was that the expense was high for making them. 
An architect came down from Dublin, and the project fell 
through. Whether they could get the money or not I do 
not know. 

19,5-13. Do not some of the commodities depreciate in 
value by exposure on the streets P — Tbcrc is no uonht they 
dll. There is one market — the Square market — which is 
the principal vemtaMe miukct, and thc.e is a good deal of 
offal meat for iJic poor, and I have it always in my mind 
whether I will have to seize it und have it destroyed from 
having it exposed. 

19.543. You state, from your own experience, that a 
necessity exists for the erection of suen a market ? — 
Certainly. 

19.544. Have the people frequently complained of itP — 
Certainly. It encourages the unfortunate people to go 
to drink. For the protection of the perishable commodit'vs 
and the public benefit, if I had my way, I would eoncentmto 
all the markets in one place. 

19.545. Is that the opinioa of the corporation P — It is 
the feeling. It was often spoken of, and fell through. For 

M 
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mstace. Mp. Bliie, in liij ttan, anil ,Uaepman Uaye, 
during bia mayoralty, tried to liave tlie raai'lcets ereotea. 

19,5-16. Is the accoimnodatiou sufficient in the pig 
market ?— It is ; it is a very large place. 

19,547. If the drovers or sellers bring their pigs and 
different animals overnight, must they 3 «k for storage 
elsewhere at some neigbboiuing farmers?— Certomly. 

19,54ll. Was the necessity for proxiJing storage accom- 
modation ever brought beun'e Ino corjiorotion P — lo my 
knowledge, no. 

19,519-50. In weighing potatoes, ’viiat is the lowest 
weight they weigh with P — A pound. 

19.551. Do you always weigh down to u pound P— Yea. 

19.552. When weighing, do you give a case of the beam ? 
—Certainly, a bom turn. 

19.553. Tlien it must be a pound or nothing ?— Yes. 
19,55-1. And that is in addition to the stone tare?— Yes. 
19,555. Docs corn ever come in P— It docs. 

19.55G. Where does it come to ?— To the merchants’ 
stores. 

19,557. There is no market for that commodity?— 
No. 

10..55H. No tolls or charges are levic l for w-eighing or 
otherwise ? — No. 

19.559. Do the jirivate inerclmnts Ici-y any weighing 
charges P— No, 1 never hciml it. T’licy merely weigh for 
their omi convenience and the public couvcnii-nee. 

19.560. You say there is no charge on eggs ?— Tbore is. 

19.561. What is the charge? — A penny per basket. On 
a small one we would only oUavge a haUpenny. 

19.562. But Id. is the maximum ? — It is for ai.v or eight 
dozen of eggs. 

19.563. If they brought them in a hamper, what would 
YOU charge ? — Very seldom they bring them in that way. 
They are retailed in the market by farmers’ wives, who 
bring four or five dozen of eggs and sell them. 

19.564. I take it, all the markets, with the the exception 
of the potato ami Gab market, arc retail markets ?— Yea •, 


but the public buy large quantities of potatoes, and the 
dedei-3 besides weigh sucks of potatoes. For instance, if I 
waut a sack, or anybody else, wo can go down and get it. 

19.565. lu tlic dockets you give denoting the weight of 
the butter, do you always put down the name of tlie sellerp 
—Yes. 

19.566. Do you take down the weight? — Yes. 

19.567. Y'ou also put down the amount of your charge? 
— Yes. 

19,6(»S. Uo you put down who bought the commodity? 
— Well, I believe sometimes they do. 

19.569. Arc potatoes sold before being actually weighed? 
— ^'I'Uey are, ns a rule. A man buys a bag of potatoes or 
four or fi \'0 bags. Then the name of the scllw is pnt 
down, and the amount and weight in the block. It is 
then made up in poumls, slullings, and pence. The people 
get that accommociulion, although they are not liound 
exactly to «lo so, but for the public benefit tbe officers 
do so. 

19.570. Y'ou put down the same things in the ticket for 
fish P — Yes. 

19,571-2. And for butter the same? — ^Yes. 

19.573. In weighing this lump butter and the other 
different commodities, do you ever, or do tbe men ever, 
ascertain what the actual contract price has been, that is, 
the contr.ict price between the buyer and seller? — Cer- 
tainly, as a rule. 

19.574. If a return was required from the corporation of 
the current price of the different commodities on each 
market day, could a sufficiently accurate return be given ? 
— Not in the blocks. The weighmaster is only hound to 
give the actual weight, a copy of which is in bis block, but 
for the public benefit the price is named. He marks it up, 
and gives a copy of the block made up with the full 
market price. 

19,576- It is possible to keep it? — Certainly. 

19,676. And a pretty accurate return could be given P— 
Yes, certainly; it could be done without the slightest 
trouble in the world. 


JosEi'H Howard, Esq., Solicitor, Town Clerk, examined. 


19.677. You are the town clerk of Waterford ? — Yes. 

19.678. Mr. Mahoney, your liigh constable, has men- 
tioned the different marketo immediately under the control 
of tbe corporation, with the exception of the second 
butter market on the quay, and tbe hay ami straw market 
under the control at present of Mr. Neivport? — Yes. 

19,579. Was he appointed under the Act of George as 
butter weighmaster by the corporation ? — As well as 
I understand, be horns three appointments. He was 
appointed by tbe then mayor ; he was appointed by tbe 
mayor and aldermen, and by the mayor, aldermen, and 
council, because there was great doubt as to who had tbe 
appointment. It was supposed the mayor had it. 

19,6:<0. Does he pay anything to the corporation P — Yes, 
40f. a year. 

19,581. For the building alone P — Yes. 

19,652. Does that include weighing appliances, or were 
they supplied by the corporation or himself P — I could not 
tell that. 

19.583. It is the corporation erected tbe building? It 

is corporate property. 

19.584. You could not tell what capital waa expended 
on the building ?— No ; it was built a hundred j-eors ago. 

19.585. Have you any means of finding it out P— There 
is no record of that 

19,536. What would be your approximate idea of tbe 
stmctural value of tbe building ? — 1 suppose the erection 
of a buildine like that at present would cost from 1,0001. 
tol,200f. 

19,537- The bay and straw market is held on the public 
thoroughfare p — Yes. 

19,583. blr. Newport levies tolls from these; how is 
that? — He has a weighmaster as well as a butter taster. 
19,599. Has be an ouncil there P — Yes, 

19.590. Is that included in the rent of the building ?— I 
could not tell whether that is our proper^ or not. 

19.591. Does he claim itp — I cannot say, The roan has 
been out of the country for the last 20 years, in Belgium. 


19,592, Is it 3d. a load he charges there P — I could not 
tell. 

19.693. You receive 2d. per load P — We receive so much 
from each load. 

19.694. Mr. Mahoney, the high constable, stated it was 
2d. for every loud ? — I have no cognizance at all of these 
markets. 'I'hey do not come into my department. 

19,596. Have the corporation ever contemplated the 
erection of a general market iu order to remove tUe markets 
off the streets P — They have. 

19,596. Do they deem that a necessity exists for that? 
— Yes; and we had projects, and plans, and architects 
employed, and wasted a good deal of money in attempts to 
establish a market, but nothing came of them. 'Vhe mon^ 
could not he got. 

19,597- Was it the exiiense prevented the building of 
them F — Yes. 

19.598. On the decease of Mr. Newport, the butter 
market will revert to the corporation ? — Yes. 

19.599. As far os yon know, in case of such a contin- 
gency, do the corporation intend to retain it themselves, 
and work it P — They intend to retain it themselves for a 
year oriot a number of years. The mayor when elected 
used to be required to give a pledge, io case of a vacancy 
in the butter market, he would not appoint himself. 

19,6>10. Have you got a committee of the corporation to 
look after the markets? — No; there is no actual com- 
mitteee for markets. If there is any report about the 
markets, it goes to the finance commitroe. 

19.601. Still the corporation are of opinion that a neces- 
sity exists for the erection of another general market to 
remove the sale of commodities off the public tiiorongh- 
fhie? — Yes. 

19.602. Have representations been made by those fre- 
quenting the markets and the public ui general P — K is 
tbe public opinion that we have very bad market accom* 
modation in Waterford. 

19.603. Did the corporation ever consider the desira- 
bility of n^otiating in any way for the bridge across the 
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. ]jgs been & constant subject of discussion at tbo 

coroorstion. and they actunUy lad it before rarliament to 
^*^and obtain powers to buy it, and tbc matter fell 
tkcou'’b. I solicitor concerned for the Bill in 

19604. 'What was the cause of its falling through?— 
We could not work it; we found we could not work it. 
It is a wooden bridge, and would have to be taken aww, 
and a new bridge erected. The proprietors wanted 60,000/. 
for tbor intereat in the bridge, and it would cost 60,000/. 
to build another bridge— a stone bridge. 

19 605. They wanted 60,000/. for their rights alone ? — 
Yes. 

19 606. Do not the general public complain of that P— 
Yes. 

19 607. I believe there arc only three of tlicse bridges in 
Ireland?— Yes. I believa this is one of the last of them. 

19 608. Apart from the 40/. a year, the corporation 
do not derive any benefit from that bntter market in 
Mr. Newport’s possession? — No. 

19,605- lias he to pay rates and taxes?— Yes. 


19 610. Do you allow him the ordinary deductions P — I 
presume so, just like any ordinary tenant. 

19,611. Whatever profits he derives from it goes to his 
own use? — Yes. 


19,612. Although he derives a profit from the hay 
market, does he contribute anything towai-ds the expeese 
of p joanin g the strccts P — No ; the corporation bears the 
entire out of the borough fund. 


19,613. Did the shopkeepers and inhabitants in the 
immediate vicinity of the marketa ever make any repre- 
sentation to have them removed P — No. 


19,614. The corporation thought thomselvcs it would 
be for the public good to have them vemovedP — Yes. It 
was public opinion that they should have improved markets 
here in Waterford. 


19.615. Do you think, from your expei'ience, that the 
control of the markets generally should be rested in the 
local authorities, such as the corporation you have here f — 
Yes, decidedly. 

19.616. You have formed that opinion yoorsclf P — Yes. 
They are the proper parties, and not private individuals. 

19.617. And if tolls are to be levied, that proper shelter 
OMommodation, and fikcilitiea for wcigiiing, should bo 
given? — Certainly: and it is more llkdy to have proper 
accommodation jirorided by the corporation than by a 
private individual, who will try to have everything for his 
own pocket. 

19.618. It was never considered desirable to le^’y any 
toll P— No. The matter has been mooted, but public 
opipiun is too strong against it. We should have a toll 
levieil on oil cattle, but tfie project fell through. 

_ 19,619. Practically, the formers who live at the other 
side of the river must pay a toll coining in, when crossing 
the bridge P — Yes; but they pay nothing for the use pf 
the green, nor do they contribute anything towards the 
maintenance of the streets, which are very much injured 
by cattle, constantly, and the hcaiy traffic. 

19.620. Do you tliink the fact of no toll being levied at 
that fair green iodnees people to attend it, or do you think 
the levying of a toB acts as a deterrent on farmers in 
bringing in their stock .’ — I do not think it would, if they 
have a good market. Tliey would not mind paying It/, 
for a pig if it is a good market, or 3d. or Ad. for a cow. 

19.621. Do you know what ore the consolidated town 
rates ? — We have no such thing. We have only one 
water rate. 

19.622. You have no improvement rate? — No. We 
liave a large income from jiroperty. 

19.623. WTiat is the water rateP — Two shillings and six- 
pence in the pound. That is the only rate wo have. Wo 
have no other ta.xes. 

19.624. Your revenue from jour property is able to meet 
all the expense ? — Y’es. 


[The followitiff witaess ms esami/ied at kis ojiee in the butter market, as he ms inslructed not to attend the public 
inquiry.] 

Mr. John Yals eicamined. 


19,626. Y'ou are managing the butter market for 
Mr. Charles Newport, who is the weigli-master of the city 
since 1842, and appointed by the corporation ? — Yes. 

19.626. He is leasee of the building? — He pays 75/. a 
year rent. 

19.627. It was mentioned to-day that he on^ pays 40L 
Was that the total P — lie pa^ 75/. a year to the corpora- 
tion, and all taxes and ivagcs. 

19.628. He only pays that for the building P — ^Yes. 

19.629. Is he allowed the ordinary deiluctions in the 
poor rate P — He is allowed half the poor rate. He pays 
income tax. 

12.630. What is your charge on each firkin? — Three- 
pence. 

19.631. You have coopers employed? — ^We have; and 
9 and 10 men in summer. 

19.632. Are these coopers P — There ate two men for 
opening the butter, and taking tlic noils out of it. Tliero 
is another man to put the firkins into the scale ; two for 
amnrieg it about the house, and three individuals and 
inyselr for weighing it. 

19.633. Do they drain the butter? — They do, of course. 

19.634. Do they strip the firkins ? — No. 'nierois a new 
rule, which was adopted in 1886, that all butters be 
weighed before being bought. The old system wos to go 
and arrange it about tbc Uuusc, aud then the merchants 
went about tbe house. Tliat was not half as expeditious 
« the present eystem of weighing nil the butter first, 1 
wmmence weiring before nine, and I have that house 
naif full at nine o’clock. 

. 19,635. When you ascertain tbe weight, do you give a 
ticket denoting the weight? — Yos. This is the book. 

19,636. (^nld you give mn a blank one P— Yes. We 
keep a dupliiate of that. Suppose I come when tbe weight 
I? *”itoide, the ticket is taken aoi-oss the desk, and 
iunded out to tbe oounliyman. [The/vllomna is a copy oj 
tM ticket in t«e.3 


Waterfoud BuTTEa Market. 

day of 1888. 


19,6.37. On this ticket what do you put P — The name of 
the seller. The gross weight on this ticket Qinx/ucet/) is, 
say, 2 qrs. 14 lbs., the tare is 10 lbs., and what cor- 
responds to that is put on tbe ticket. The seller then is 
paid for 2 Qrs. 4 lbs. 

19.638. The tare seems to vary P — Yes. 

19.639. You do not strip the butter ? — I was called on 
I would, or if there was a doubtful firkin, I would have a 
man for the puriiose of stripping it, so os to alter the 
tare. 

19.640. How do you know whether the tare would he 9, 
10, or 11 Ih. P — Since the rule made by the merchants in 
1886, the firkins have to be branded by the cooper. 

19.641. The cooper wbo makes tbe firkie brands the 
tare on it? — Yes. If that is found wrong, if I have a 
suspicion, or the merchant who buys has a suspicion, it 
has to stop there until I have time to get a mun to stri| 
tliat, and sometimes it may run two or three lbs. over tho 
tare marked on tbe firkin. 

19.642. Beyond the tare branded on the firkin? — Yes. 
In ordinary cases, supposing the firkin was branded nine, 
I call to the iwftw 10, for socage. 

19.643. Do yon always allow one lb. P — Yes. Then 
when I call out the weight, say, 2 (]rs. 10 lbs., he puts that 
in the book, and gives a ticket accordingly. 

19.644. In addition to the actual weight branded on the 
firatn, a lb. is allowed fur soakageP — ^Tliot is on small 
size kegs. Supposing they come from 2 <)T3. IS lbs. to 

M 2 
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3 qra. or over, lbs. are allowed oq these heavy ones, 
along with the branded tare. 

l!J,(i4o. ‘llicse are the only deductions from the firkin P 

Yes, ui.d they dare not alter them. 

l!),l>46. la it in return for the ticket they pay the 3rf. ?— 
Yes. 

W.G47. Xn nrnlter whether they subsequently sell the 
firkin or not P — ^The butter is all sold. According as the 
bntfer is w lulled, I Ull niy man to get the but^ out of 
the scabs. The ticket is ready, and he has nothing to do 
hut go to *he window, and tue ticket is handed out, and 
they sell tleir firkins. When they sell the firkin to the 
meirhmt, 1 take that ticket from him, and when they are 
ready to imy, 1 po to that man’s office, and he pays me, 
heci'its't the ticket is in his office. 

l!»,64!i*. ‘The weight is never denoted on the firkin in 
chi'lk? — It is in everyone I weigh. 

l!i G4H. So that they have the waeht denoted on the 
firkin as'wcll os the ticket P— Yes. The gross weight I 
put on the ticket and the tare. 

lf>,650. On an average, what number of firkins come 
into the market in the year, or could you give me any 
apiiroxiniiite idea. Would you say it is a good butter 

m-irket? It is a good butter market. It is one of the 

]iriiicipal butter markets. 

llJ,fi51. It is better than TippemryP— I think more 
blitter conics here. There are three market days here. 

1!»,652. Y'ou have Wedna5dav,Thnr8day,ani Saturday? 

Yes. ^^’c used to have a Monday's market, but the 

merchuntfi did not think it worth while to be losing time, 
though ^ey should come, even if ihey did not want any 
butter, for fear some men might get a chea]>er market than 
otliers. They dispenaed with that until ffie monthly fair 
day, who would have some stock to sell, or other business 
to do, the same day, and would have some butter to 
disjKisc of. 

li),653. How many firkin*, do you think, would come in 
a week during the season P — I know that ; hut a servant 
must be a servant, and it' I had permission I would willingly 
tell you. 

1!1,C34.. I only want; to get the number so as to form 
an idea of the magnitude of the market ? — Some thou- 
sands, 1 may tell you that. 

19.655. They vaiy iu different years? — Yes. In the 
summer of 1SS6 it was a good summer; but in 1887 the 
summer was very dry, and there was no grass, and of 
course there was a great falling off in the make of butter. 
We had some thousands short. 

19.656. You aav you b^in to weigh butter at nine 
o'clock? — If -I had butter at eight o’clock I would weigh 
it. I am chere at half past eight o’clock myself. 

19.657. What time do the buvers commence to buy P — 
There is no buying before U o’clock. I ring the bdl then 
aud say, “ Eleven o’clock, gentlemen, buy away.” 1 may 
wait for a few minutes, as a great deal of butter comes 
from the Tipperary and Carrick directions, and there may 
be three or four finals brought, and I do not ring the 
bell until a few minutes past 11, but generally at II I 
ring. 

19.658. Do you weigh up to 11 o’clock P—Y'es. There 
may Iw six or seven hundred firkins, and 1 would have 
them weighed at that hour. 

19.659. Have the buyers different portions allotted off 
in the building P — They may buy in different portions, 
but the men put them altogether in one apace in the 
bouse. 

19,6Gi). Is the space here sufficient to expose all Uie 
butter brought iu? — I’esi and 1 could arrange 1,000 fir- 
kins, and hare a space between them for men to walk and 
see besides and buy. 

19,661. Have you any tasters? — No, because they have 
been dispensed \vitb some years. The farmers objected, 
and one reosim was that the weight and quality was called 
out publicly to the man taking the weight. The quality 
was entervu and kept in the book, and when the people 
would go home they would say, so-and-so was cut to-day, 
and I wa.s not cut at all ; that is, if a man had three fir- 
kin>. two beinu seconds, and one first quality. That was 
prmdpnlly the reast.-n the 'aster was dispensed with. Of 
course Mr. Neuport was not going tu payfor a taster when 
they ffid not want him; but he is ready and willing to 
have a taster. 


19,662. The buyers now rely on their experience to 
judge the quality of the buttei' ? — The buyers exercise 
their own judgment iu buying- 

19, 66i'i. On the whole do you think it works very well? 

— Yes. So far I have heard no complaints of this new 
rule. It has tui-ned out most satisfactory for the farmers. 

19.664. Would you say a great percentage of the butter 
brought in here is sold ? — ^Kvery firkin is sold. I have 
often seen 600 brought in on a uay, and they would not 
stand 16 minutes if the buyers wanted the butter badly. 

19.665. Did it ever hiippen that some of the firkins 
were unsold P — That might happen if a person had bad 
butter, and was looking for an exhorbitant price, or a 
farmer might bu looking for too much, and of course a 
man is not going to pay 2ls. for a jff. 

19.666. Have you storage accommodation if required ?— 
Yea. They cuu leave it in the houaa at night at their own 
risk. The custom was to pay a man to watch it, because we 
close the place at four o’clock. The office hours, according 
to law, are from the 29th September to the 26th March, 
from eight o'clock in the morning until four in the a^. 
noon; and from the 25th March to the 29th September, 
ftom six in the morning to six iu the evening. 

19.667. For that storage do you charge anything. Well, 
no. That used to be the thing long ago ; but if a man 
bad 20 firkins he could not sell, he would leave them there 
and pay a man belonging to the place for looking after 
them : 1)ut 1 charge nothing at all, I only oblige him. 

10.668. Do frauds he oommitted in the preparation of 
the butter, or making it np, to any great extent? — Not to 
any extent ; but it is sometimes found that firkins may be 
what are cdlcd “liners;” that is, bud butter putbyffie 
side : that very seldom occurs. 

19.669. Have you ever instituted prosecutions for that? 
— 1 ^ve not. 

19,67'). Supposing prosecutions were deemed necessary, 
would it he in Mr. Newport’s name a man would be prose- 
cuted P — I am not aware of that ; but 1 think if 1 bought 
it and found it wrong I would think it my duty to prosecute 
the man. 

19,671- In your experience you have not prosecuted on 
behalf of Mr. Newport P — No. 

19,672. I suppose instances of that kind arc very rare ia 
the market ? —They are rare. I would not say there would 
be one in the year. I do not know when there was one 
like it. There may be some parties buying rolls and pack- 
ing the batter Like that, but I think it ia not done at all 
now. 

1.9,673. So far as your experience extends, you never 
beard any complaints that the market did not a^ord suiB- 
cient ventilation, or anything like tbatP — I never did; 
because, as 1 toid you awhile ago, all parties are well satis- 
fied with the mode they ore dealt with now. Prerious to 
this rule being made m 1886, they %vere at the mercy of 
the merchants in the taxes, and I ouen heard it said bytbe 
farmers they used to put on too much tare. 

19.674. That is by the merchants ? — Yes. I remember 
the time when it was 16 pounds the standard tare by the 
Act of Parliament. Well, the farmers themselves, in a 
great measure, ors the cause of heavy tares beiog put on, 
because if 17 pounds was put on one day, they would give 
instructions to their cooper, and say, “ Well, 1 lost a couple 
“ of uaunds of butter the other day. Have that mccli 
" timber in this firkin, and have the timber heavy.” The 
buyer, on the next occasion, bought and paid according to 
the last day, and allowed the same tare ; but, on stripping 
that before shipping it to the otlier side, because they used 
to mark the tore, he found ho did himself an injustice of two 
pounds. The next day again tlie buyer would put ou that 
couple of pounds, and on that account excessive tores were 
put on. But all that unsatisfactory way of doing business 
IS dispensed with under the now system, and merchants 
and farmers are well pleased, because the moment they sell 
thdr firkins they know what they are to get, and there are 
no deductions, or anything else. 

19.675. All butler brought in must be weighed ? — It 
must be weighed before being bought. 

19.676. Is that one of the new rules 7 — ^I’bat is one of 
the nmv rules, and it is carried out strictly. 

19,677- Supposing firkins were brought into the town 
and sold to a shopkeeper without going to the marke^ 
would you seek for your uhargcF — I used to look after 
that, because Mr. Newport is entitled to it by Act of Par- 
liament, if the butter comes into the town. 
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I suppose cases like that arc very rareP — There 
niiRh't be au uda one come into the to\7n, and be sold 
before going to the market, but ive would know nothing 
about it. 

IJJ.Gr!)- If yoti knew it would you seek for your charge ? 
— If I knew it I would look after it. Butter brought into 
the town aftw being Ijrought in the couui^, we used to 
get cranage, but do not get it of late. Mr. (JarroU, a large 
bacon merchaTit, took butter into his etore, and there was 
some litigation between Mr. Newport and himself, and 
result was that every Saturday evening I took down the 
number of firkins for each day, and got 3d. a firkin for 
each. 

19.680. Do you ever bear what is the contract price 
betweetj (he buyers and sellers oE the butter, and whatthey 
pay for the different class of butter ? — I do. 

19.681. Do you ever keen a record of itP — I do. I 
know the firkins each merchant buys from year to year, 
and I murk the price. 1 have the number of firkins in a 
book, and the average piicc. The average price lost Satur« 
day was from lOOs. to I12s. per hundredweight. 

19.682. I suppose vou supply the press with it? — 
Yes. 

19.683. And these are, so fat os you know, the accurate 
current prices, to the best of your knowledge ? — I have no 
interest in them but to give them for the information of 
the public. I give also the price of hay and straw, and of 
those tilings that come to the market. Of couree 1 have 
the ambition that I give the accurate prices for the infor- 
mation of the public. 

19.684. "Was it Mr. Newport erected the ouncilP — 
Yus. 

19.685. On that you weigh loads of hay and straw? — 
Yes. 

19,636. What is the charge for weighing a load P — 
Foiirpeoco a load to Mr. Newport. There u 6d, a load 
ciiarged since 1874. Twopence of that goes to the Corpo- 
ration of Waterford forts Wve one of tbw constables there 
to keep order, and to see that old women and boys are not 
going and pillaging &om the load. 

19,687. That 6i. is for weighing?— -Yes; for weighing 
straw, hay, turnips, and mangolds. 

19,638. Anything that comes in cartloads P — ^Yes. 

[TkifoUoioiitg i$ a copy of the tickets in use at the weigh- 
bridge] ! — 

Watbbfobd Weiqhbiuoob, 
day of 1888. 


Gross Weight 
Tare 


W.689. Do parties ever buy hay and straw by the bulk P 
— That occurs very seldom. 

19.690. Supposing a cose like that took place, would 
wek for your charge P — Yea. Whether a man sells by 

bulk or not he is supposed to iiay after weighing the 
loon. 

19.691. Do you ahrays ascertain the tare of the cart P — 
•V man weighs the load gross in the first instance. Then 
he (lulls out the oart, arranges it in the street and sells to 
A, _B, or C. Then he goes and delivers it and comes back 
ajain to tare the o.ir and get his ticket. 

, 19.692, a;ij)poaiug they go and deliver it without weigh- 
ing It P_They do not do that. 

19.693. Supposing they did that, would vou seek for 
your charge P — IE I saw a imin doing it, I would not allow 
nim to go aw.iy without weighing it. 

19,691. Supposing a donkey load of turnips were brought 
>n, wnat woul i be the charge P —It is entered on the book. 


and counts as a load against me and 1 am oeconntable to 
Mr. Newport for that. 

19.695. No matter what the load is P — Yes. 

19.696. No matter what the load is or what commodity 
it is, th -1 charge is 6d. ? — Yes ; or no miiiter wliab amount 
is weighuil. 

19 , 6 . 97 . As regards what the corporation get, you make 
a return of the number of loads and give them '2d. each ? 
— I settle with the borough treasurer every month. 

19,698. I suppose you keep the current prices of the 
hay and straw?— Yes. 

12,69.1. Did you ever hear of any frauds being eomniitteil 
in the wtieele of the cart after the load had been delivered ? 
“Yes. 1 detected them weighing a heavier one and 
bringing in a light one first. 

19.700. I suppose these are rare occurrences now ? — It 
is over 20 years ego, and 1 did not know one case 
since and I did not remember one before. I am here 32 
years the 1st last May, and during that time thtae was only 
one case. 

19.701. Is the sale of hay confined to this place P Yes. 

19.702. Would they he permitted to sell in any other 
part of the town ? — We have the only weighbridge in the 
town. 

19.703. When was it erected P — It is a good many years 
ago. 

19.704. Is there any weighbridge in the town capable of 
weighing cattle ? — We weigh cattiu on that. 

19.705. Ton have got no rulings around it? — No. 
Supposing there ^ a fat cow or buUock to be weighed, a 
man holds the animal by the head, and once on the weigh- 
bridge it does not take a second to ascertain the weight. 

19.706. Do they weigh cattle here? — Very seldom. If 
a rnan wanted the weightier this own information,! would 
weigh a beast and take off, I believe, a tbii^ for guts \ but 
that very seldom occurs. 

19 . 707 . What do you charge? — The charge is 6d. ; but 
if there is a neighbour there, Mr, Newport nill not charge. 
It is only for the sake of uniformity be struck (he charge 
at 6d, per bead. He is entitled by Act of Parliament 
to charge a halfpenny (ler hundredweight. 

] 9,708. Practically for everything weighed on the weigh- 
bridge, whether for beast or load, you charge fid. ? — 
Yes. Twopence goes to the Corporation and Ad. to 
Mr. Newport Fourpence was always charged hy Mr. 
Newport until the arrangement was made with the mayor 
and Mr. William Commins, town clerk. I made the 
arrangement on the part of Mr. Newport, and I knew he 
would he perfectly satisfied, for I remember his offering to 
|iay half the constable’s salary, and now we have had a 
constable for nothing by putting on '2d. extra on. 
each load. I was well aware Mr. Newpoit would be pleased, 
and he said 1 was perfectly right in what I did. 

19.709. What wonld be the average cost of maintaining 
the butter market, including wages, and everytbmg else P— 
Over 300/., inclnding rent, n-ages, and taxes. Uf course, 
there is an allowance for the tax out of what I tell you. 

19.710. I wonld not like to ask the average profit P — 
That would be a breach of trust. As I said, I ivas pre- 
pared to answer the questions, but I wos directed by what 
the solicitor would tell me, and that was to be reticent. 

19.711. Have you got copies of the rules and regulations ? 
— Yes. 

The wUneu produced a »c/ice nposed in the butter market, 
of which the following is a copy : — 

Notice to Pabxisrs. 

BuTTBE hlARKBT RbQULATIONS. 

All butter coming to the Waterford market muse be 
weighed before being bought. 

The name of &e cooper and the weight of the empty 
cask must be branded on the side of each cask. 

Farmers to allow two pounds for large size casks and imv 
pound for small size casks, and in case ihe cask is fouiiil 
weighing mere than the branded weigh the excess tore bn 
charged double. 

M3 
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The market officials must write the names of the owners 
on the side of each cask before weighing. 

'ITie tare to be allowed to the buyer must be marked on 
the ticket along with the weight. 

All butter must be in the market early in order to be 
weighed before being bought. 


Buying not to commence until 11 o’clock. 

Farmers must take their tickets immediately on the 
butter being weighed. 

By Order. 

Georob Newport, 

Deputy Weighmaster. 


WATEEFORD BEIDGE, on the river Suir. 


ObaRLBR AMBROSBi I 

19,712. You are the secretary to the bridge commis- 
sionersP — Yes. 

19,71it-U. What is their distinctive title? — The Water- 
ford Bridge Oomniissioners. 

15),716. Have they all the rights to the bridge and the 
ferries attached to it? — Yes. 

19,716. All communications from one side of W’ater- 
ford to other? — Yes. 

19,717- How did they acquire that right? — ^By grant 
from Charles the Second. 

19,71S. How do these commissioners hold. Are they a 
limited liability company P — A corporation under seal. 

19.719. Have they any rules regulating the composition 
of the body ?— The only rules they have arc by one Act of 
Farliament. 

19.720. ^Vhat Act? — ^The 52nd of George the Third. 

It is called the W’aterfurd Bridge Commissioners Act. I 
can get it for you. 

19.721. Supposing one of the commissioners does not 
desire to conraue as such, or dies, I suppose there are the 
ordinary provisions in it for re-election r — ^Tbe Act of Par- 
liament arranges that the bishop of Waterford and other 
dignitaries in W^aterford shall become a corporation fox 
the purpose of erecting a bridge over the river Suir and 
purcliaaiDg the river rights which belonged to an old 
family named Roche, and they purchased these rights, and 
the mayor and several citiiciu became a corporation, and 
21 or more of them do every act which is necessary to 
be done, for instance, in letting the tolls, or anything like 
that. 

19.722. Is that 21 of the shareholders ? — ^Twenty- 
one or more of the shareholders. Practically you can 
ci^ them shareholders, but really there are no shares. 
The capital is divided into certain ports, and there are 
21 voters. 

19.723. WTiat is the capital ? — ^There are 300 shares- 
holders. 

19.724. WTiat is the amount of each share? — Ttia sold 
for 270, but it is 210 now. 

19.725. Is that at premium P-^I cannot tell you that, 
because the thing was divided oripnally. 

19.726. What was the original capital ? — It was autho- 
rised to be issued at 50, and it is now the 50 as well as the 
210, but I do not know it was sold at 50. I believe it was 
sold at 50. 

19.727. Wiat was the total capital ez])enJcd in erecting 
the bridge? — I do not know that. I have no record ol 
that, but I think it was something like 60,000/. 

19.728. Have the corporation of Waterford any right at 
all to that, or have they claimerl any right to the bridge as 
a corporation? — Never. 

19.729. Did they ever contemplate, so far as your 
memory eiteods or experience go, purchasing from the 
the shai ebolders ? — Under the grand jury laws, the grand 
juries of the adjoining counties ha^-e the power of pur- 
chasing if thqr joined together to purchase, and such a 
thing has been mooted. The grand of Kilkenny and of 
the city r;f Waterford are the two grand juries. 

19.730. Is that a social provision in your Act P ^No. 

There is no provision in our Act for purchasing hut in 
the recent Grand Jury Act there are powers. 

19.731. Are 21 shareholders the quorum? ^Yes. 

19.732. You have no special committee. la each share- 
holder as much a member of the committee as another f 

Y'es, but for the purpose of ewrying on the organisation 
they appoint, once a year, five of tbeic members to act as a 
cummiUee for the lest, but they do no act. 


sa., LL.D., examined. 

19.733. But when sending out notices for any special 
act, such as to accept tenders, do they send them to every 
shareholder P — ^To every shareholder. 

19.734. The commissioners are not in immediate receint 
of the tolls of the bridge or femes. Have they them sub- 
let P— The can sub-let them as a yearly tenancy or for a 
jteriod not o.xceeding three years, by the special Act. 

19,736. Is that by tender?— Yes. always by tender, but 
I should say they limit the contractor to half their legal 
toll. They do not allow him the full toll. 

19.736. In the .Vet is there a schedule of the tolls to be 
levied mentioned P—TTiere is a queer old section whiclr 
enables certain tolls to be levied. It is not a schedule hut 
sets them out <n extenso. 

19.737. The tolls mentioned in the Act arc not the tolls 
actually levied P— No, only half. 

19.738. When was the last letting made ?— Three years 
ago in December last. 

19.739. That will terminate in December next? — Yes. 

19.740. Would you have any objection to tell me the 
amount of the tender P— I do not like so tell you that. 
We are just close to another one. 

19.741. I wanted to see what woxild be the dividend 
detiv'ed by each shareholder, but you need not mention it 
if you think it would hear against you P — I am afraid it 
would. 

19.742. What would be the dividend you usually paid 
for the last three years P — Six pounds per sliaro for the 
last five years. 

19.743. Is the stock of the Waterford bridge commis- 
sioners sold in the exchange P — In one instance I knew a 
stockbroker in Dublin to have sold it. 

19.744. BUs every animal and foot-passenger, every 
horse and cart, to pay a toll passing the bridge ?— Yea. 

19.745. Are there any exemptions P — Yes, several ex- 
emptions by recent and former legislation. .^1 post-office 
officials on duty, all officers of the army or navy on duly, 
and all telegraph messengers on duty are exempt. 

19.746. Are not the private soldiers P — Yes, anyone on 
duty. Of couraa they pass out with a permit from the 
officer in charge. 

19.747. What others besides those mentioned in the 
statute go free? — ^There are 19 persons who have to do 
with the railways on the side of the water, and when these 
railways came into existence there was an agreement 
between tho railway company and the commissioners whioh 
enabled the directors of the railway company and certain of 
their officers to go free. 

19.748. I suppose there was a consideration given for 
that P— There was a fixed yearly rent. 

19.749. I suppose the mails go across, cart and all, free? 
— ^Yes 

19.750. Any other ? — I know of no others. 

19,761 . Who arc the present lessees P — The executors of 
Mr. Michael O’Meara. 

19.752. Do you know the rates of charges P — I can give 
them to you. 

19.753. Then you have got a copy of the actual charges 
at present levied P — I do not know what charge at present 
Mr. O'Meara or his representatives levy, but I knot? what 
we have authorised him to charge. 

19.754. Could you give me a copy of it P — Yes. 

19,765. The corporation, as a body, have never taken 

any steps to purchase themselves P — 1 do not know that 
they have. 
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19 75(). Tiiere is no provision in your Act to sell P — 

No. ’ 

19 757 . Have complaints been made of tlie tolls levied P 

Yes . tremendous complaints constantly, but no remedy 

has been proiwsed by anyone. 

19.76S. Have you power to I'eatraiii the erection of 
another bridge, supposing the corporation were desirous 
of erecting one across the river P — Yes, undoubtedly. 

l.'),769. You thiuk you have a vested right in the crossing 
of the river ? There was a ease called Leamy v. the Water- 

ford and Limerick Company, which went to the Court of 
A’lpeal a very consideralrle time ago, but the question there 
di'seussed was whether anyone had uny right to carry amy 
boats or otherwise cross the river with merehuntliBe, and it 
was decided tliat the Bridge Commissioners Aot was 
sufficient to prevent any person doing so. There was a 
Bill i^led the Wexford Extension BiU, hat the Commis- 
sioners contended that they had a right to prevent any 
brid"c being built across the river, and a Select Committw 
of the House of Commons held that whilst they had a 
right to ])reveD6 any passenger bridge, they hod no right to 
prevent a railway bridge, and ' directed that no foot pas- 
senger should cross the r^way bridge which is authorised 
across the river within our limits. 

19,700. Is this ease of Leamy v- the Waterford and 
Limerick E^way Company reported P — It is. 

19.761. Are there any prii-ate boats on the river, or can 
private boats ply with the members of a family they belong 
to ? — Yes 5 but no private ijoata can ply for hire. 

19.762. Supposing peojde have a bout on the river, ^ I 
presume they ^ve, cannot they go across to the other side, 
and remain a number of houie and return P — In Leomy’s 
cose, the Waterford and Limerick Company brought across 
the river certain ])0S8engers and goods, and it was held 
they had no right to do so, although it was not for profit 
at all. It was an evasion of the toll, and any evasion of 
the toll is UlegaL 

TAe iwfnws then read out the charges exacted at the bridge 
as follows : — 

s. d. 

For every coach, burlin, chariot, chaise or 
chair drawn by rix horses or other beasts 
of burden - - - - 2 6 

For every calliot, carriage, chaise or chair 
drawn by less than sue horses - - 2 6 

Drawn by four horses - - - 2 0 

For a carriage drawn by four horses or 
different description of burlin or chariot 2 0 
For every carriage drawn by three horses 1 6 
For every carriage drawn by two horses 
or other beast of burden - - -0 10 

Every waggon with four wheels - - 0 11 

Every waggon with four wheels drawn by 
less than four horses - - - 0 9 

For every carriage with two wheels drawn 
by more than two horses - - _ - 0 7a 

For every cart drawn by two horses, in- 
cluding the driver - - - 0 C 

For every carriage drawn by one horse -06 
For the like with four wheels, drawn os 
a cart - • - - 0 G • 

For every sedan chair • - - 0 3A 

Every cart with one horse, including the 
driver - - • • ■ - 0 2 

Etqt carriage drawn hy one horse or 
other beast of burden, and laden except 
with hogs (including driver) - - 0 G 

Every sle^fe - - - • 0 11 

For ^her carriage drawn by any animal 
whatsoever • - • 0 G 

For every horse • - - - 0 li 

For every beast of burden - • -01 

For every drove of cattle, each - -01 

For every drove of calves, hogs, eheep, or 
lambs, per score - - - 0 9 

For every dead hog - - - -01 

For every person conveying a kish, basket, 
horse load or hag, exce^ng 14 lbs. - 0 1 

If such does not exceed 14 lbs. - - 0 Oi 

For every drove or flock of fowl, per 
dozen • . . - 0 24 

For every passenger - - - - 0 04 

19,763-4. Are these the present charges P — ITiese are t 
charges authorised to the collector. 

19,765. I do not suppose the whole of them an the 
actually charged P— -In point of fact, I believe eome 
of them are never charged. 


19, /6G. Is it only for the letti-ng of this c&at the com- 
missioners derive a benefit? — It is only hy the letting. 
They also have a ferry across the river. 

19.767. That goes along with the bridge P — Yes. 

19,766. How many of these ferry stages ImvethoyP — 
Two stages, one at each side. 

19.769. Between the bridge and this ferry, is that tlie 
only means of getting across the river P — It is tlie only- 
means. 

19.770. Is not there a drawbridge in the centre of the 
bridge ? — Yes. 

19.771. ri'ho derives the benefit from opening that P— 

No benefit is derived from it. It goes to the contractor. 

19 . 772 . Is he entitled to a charge for vessels tlint pass 
that way P — Thei-e is no toll charged, but there is a charge 
for opening the weighbridge — compensation for opening a 
weiglibridgo. 

19.773. What is the amount of the charge?— -Ono 
shilling per mast. 

19,77-1 la what you have stated the schedule in the 
Act P — It is the schedule in the Aot reduced by one-half. 

19.775. Is the charge on a eort of four wheels drawn hy 
leas than four horses 9rf. ? — ^That should be, less thon fonr 
wheels 6d. 

19.776. For every cart drawn hy one horse, or laden, 
except with hogs P — That is 6tl. It is the geneiid cart, I 
take it. 

19.777. That is, a four wheeler ? — No. 

19,77d. What is the charge for one of those large drays 
drawn by one horse P — I think the charge is 6d., but 1 am 
not sure. 

19.779. Would the driver be included in that? — Yes; 
some of these drays ore belonging to a gentleman named 
Murphy, and he contracts with the contractor for every- 
thing he brings across, and a great many of his business 
enter into a contract with the railway company, because 
they draw goods fur the railway company, 

19.780. Tliere is a railway station at the other side of the 
river? — Yes. 

19.781. What railway is that? — 'Ihe Waterford and 
Limerick and the Waterford and Central Ireland Railway. 

19.782. All people who wish to go foom the city to the 
railway have to go to the other side of the bridge? — Yes. 
There is also anothei' vaili\*ay — the Kilkenny Junction 
Railway. 

19.783. There is one terminus P — Yes. 

19.784. The people from the city must necessarily cross 
the bridge and pay the ohaige if they want to go to the 
railway P — Yes. 

19.785. Does the bed of the rivei- belong to the commis- 
missioners? — Yes; the bed and soil belongs to several 
])eople, to Her Majesty, and the Admiralty. The second 
mayor of Waterfom was the eld admiral of the port. It 
also belongs to the commissioners, and I am not sure but 
that it belongs to the owner in fee of the property around. 

19.786. To whom do the anchorage fees goP — ^To the 
Harbour Commissioners. 

19,787- Are they a body separate and distinct from the 
corporation P — Yes, under a separate seal. 

19.788. You derive no benefit whatever, or tlie con- 
tractor derives no benefit, foom the vessels t^t come into 
the river? — No; tliat is altogether apart from the bridge. 
The contractor does not derive any benefit, because it costs 
a great deal more than Is. a most to open the draw- 
bridge. 

19.789. ‘lliis bridge ivas at first erected by public suh- 
aorlption P — It was, and the rights of the Koohe family 
were purchased ont by rahscription also. 

19.790. Who were they? — ^They were the old owners, 
who got the grant liom Charles the Second. 

19.791. Could yon tell me how the rights of the sub- 
scribers became vested in the Waterford Bridge Commis- 
sioners P — Under the .Act of Parliament. 

19.792. But, previous to the passing of the Act, was the 
bridge erecteil P — ^Tiie bridge was erected subsequent to the 
passing of the Act. The Roche family hod the feny, and . 
1 suppose, charged tolls. 

19.793. Are the subscriptions of the original subscribers 
the present property of the existing shareholders P — Yes ; 
they represent the parties who acquired the ferry rights 
ana oonstincted the bridge. 
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Mr. Forstbr Arcubh examined. 


lf)79-J. Wliat obscrvatioDs do rou to 

met a mm nitli cattle on tie Ferrybank Road, at the other 
8 Je of ihe biiil^re, and I asked him vby he was returumg 
from the fair so earlv in the day. He said he took ins 
cattle u-s Inr ns the bi'idL'e, and hud not sufftcient money to 
pay the tolls, ami not being acquainted with the charges 
made, liud to return his cattle without selling them. 

15),7i'o. Without reaching the fair? — Yea. It was 

imp*issible to get across the river except by that bridge. 

If).7!)fi. How many head of cattle had he P— Between 40 
and 50. He had to go from that to New Ross. 

The inquiry ' 


19,797. Mr. J. F. O’Meara, solicitor, said : — My mother 
has the contract for the collection of Ihc tolls at the bridge, 
and if I knew a man had done that, I would not sHot 
him remain there. Some people go over the bridgewitlruut 
money every day, when they say they will pay coming 
back. 

1!J,79B. I take it you allow a discretion to the coDectors P 
—Certainly. 

19,799. Is there any other goiitleraan who has any 
obseivations to make, or evidence to give, before the 
inquiry closes P — No answer. 

len concluded. 


CITY OF KILKENNY. 


With reference to niy inquiry in Kilkenny on the 7th. NoTember 1888, 1 beg to 
report as follows : — 

Kilkenny is a city and parliamentary borough, and the capital of the county. The 
city is well situated, and tlie houses well and substautially built. It is a station on 
a branch of the Great Southern and Western Railway line, and on the Waterford and 
Central Ireland and Kilkenny Junction Railway line. It has a fair manufacturing 
trade, which has, however, declined very considerably from its former position. Coal 
and marble are raised in the neighbourhood of the city. The local government is 
vested in the corporation of Kilkenny, consisting of the mayor, aldermen, and 
councillors. The population is 12,299. 

The general market is held on Saturday and the butter market is held on Friday. 

The fairs are held on the second Wedn^day in each month, and also on the 
28th March, 1st May, and 28th September. A pig fail’ is held the day previous to 
the ordinary fair. 

Tolls are levied at the markets and fairs. 

A toll board is erected, and a weighbridge for weighing cattle has been provided. 

The monthly fairs were established in 1869. 

The market rights and tolls are the property of the corporation, which is divided 
into several committees for the purpose of administering the local affairs. The 
markets are worked by the “ Markets Committee,” and the fairs by the “ Fair Green 
Committee.” 

The corporation hold the market rights and tolls under a special Act of Parliament, 
dated 7th Jime 1861 (24 Viet. c. 49), and intituled “ The Kilkenny Markets Act, 
1861.” 

The principal provisions of the Act are as follows: — The preamble says that 
whereas the mayor, aldermen, and burgesses of Kilkenny (therein-after called the 
corporation) are or claimed to be the owners of all the markets in the city of 
Kilkenny except the meat market held in High Street in that city : “ And whereas 

“ the present markets for the sale of corn and other agricultural produce in the city 
of Kilkenny are insufficient for the requirements of the inhabitants of the said city, 
and a general market for the sale of meat, fish, poultry, game, butter, eggs, bacon, 
“ com, grain, turnips, fruit, and other agricultural and garden produce, and other 
' marketable commodities, is much required: And whereas several of the above- 
“ mentioned articles are sold in the public streets in that city to the great inconvenience 
“ and annoyance of the inhabitants thereof, and of persons resorting thei’eto from the 
“ neighbourhood of the city ; and it is expedient that the sale of all such articles on 
the public streets in the said city should be prohibited: And whereas it would be 
“ advantageous to the inhabitants of the said city and its vicinity if the corporation 
“ were empowered to erect one new general market in the said city, and if the 
“ whole of the markets were placed under their control and management : And 
“ whereas it would tend to prevent disputes and to establish confidence between 
buyers and sellera in the said mai'kets if proper and sufficient means were provided 
“ for weighing and measuring all things sold therein by weight and measure : And 
whereas it is expedient that the corporation should be empowered to purchase the 
said meat market from the owners thereof, and that such owners should be 
“ authorised to sell the same to the corporation: And whereas it is expedient that 
“ the corporation should be authorised to borrow money for the above purposes: 
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“ And whereas the objects aforesaid cannot be effected without the authority of 
“ Parliament. . . . " 

The Markets and Fairs Clauses Act, 1847, is incorporated (section 5} with the special 
Act, in addition to the other Acts incorporated therewith. 

Section 8 limits the Act to the municipal boundary of the borough of Kilkenny, 
and enacts that no other market (except the meat market, until it is purchased by the 
corporation) shall be held within the parliamentary boundary of the city : Provided 
that nothing should affect the market for cattle held in the fair gi’een. 

Section 14 gives the corporation power to take lands, and to construct and establish 
thereon a general market for all marketable commodities as aforesaid. Such lands 
cannot be outside the boundary of the borough (section 21), and they shall not exceed 
five acres (section 22). 

Section 24 gives power to take existing meat market, making compensation for 
same. 

Power is also given to remove the existing markets (section 27) and stalls, &c. from 
pubUo places (section 28) to new general market when completed, and. when opened, no 
person except a licensed hawker, &c. to sell articles in the sti'eets within the limits of 
the Act. 

Section 31 requires all articles sold or exposed for sale in the new general market 
to be weighed or measured at the pubHc weighing places provided by the corporation, 
with a penalty on the seller for refusing to do so of forty shillings for the first offence, 
and five pounds for every subsequent offence. The weight is to be net after deducting 
the tare, and there is a penalty not exceeding ten pounds upon the buyer if he demands 
or takes any additional allowance or weight over and above the net, or any deduction 
from the true amount of the price according to such net weight. 

Power is given to collect the tolls mentioned in Schedules G., D., E., and F. to the 
Act annexed (section 32-35). 

Rents for the storage of articles remaining unsold to be reasonable (section 36). In 
the case of grain, com, or butter, no additional storage charge is to be levied. 

All butter brought for sale is to be inspected previous to sale subject to a penalty 
(section 37). 

Section 39 provides that all moneys arising from tolls, &c. should be applied : — 

First, in defraying the charges and expenses of the corporation preparatory and 
incident to the passing of the Act : 

Secondly, in paying the interest of the moneys to be borrowed under the Act : 

Thirdly, in paying the salaries and expenses of the officers appointed for carrying the 
Act into execution : 

Fourthly, in makiiig, providing, regulating, and maintaining the markets and market 
places belonging to the corporation, and carrying all the purposes of the Act 
into execution : and 

Fifthly, in setting apart the sinking fund required by the Act, and in paying off the 
principal of the moneys so borrowed as aforesaid ; and the residue (if any) 
should be applied towards the reduction of the tolls authorised to he taken under 
the Act. 

The rents and tolls authorised to be taken by the Act it is enacted shall rest in the 
corporation as part of their corporate estate and borough fund. 

The corporation, according to the provisions of the Act, have provided a genei'al 
market place at the cost of over 5,000Z., which was borrowed in 1862, and paid off in 
1882 from the receipts of the markets and some profit derived in the investments 
they had made of the sinking fund. The site was previously the property of the 
coloration, so that no actual expenditure was incurred in purchasing it. 

The tolls and charges levied are somewhat smaller than those authorised by the Act, 
as a comparison will show. 

In accordance with mv instructions, I have inspected the market place and fair 
green. 

The fairs in Kilkenny are held in walled-in enclosures beside the town. There are 
several spaces — one for each species of animals — horses, cattle, and sheep. Pens are 
erected in tbe portion used for the sheep fair, whilst adjacent to the space allotted for 
horses, a horse paddock is provided with leaps for the exhibition and exercise of the 
horses brought tnere to be sold. 

The several enclosures seem adequate for the purposes for which thev are utilised, and 
are the best and most suitable I have as yet inspected. A weighuridge capable of 
weighing cattle has been erected, as before mentioned, in the fair green by the cor- 
poration. There is, however, no shelter accommodation provided. 

I 597S8. N 
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The markets ore held in a spacious enclosure couverdoiit to tlio principal sti-oet in tho 
city. There are two iron gate entrances for the different commodities. In the enclosure 
various sheds are erected for potatoes, com, vegetables, roll butter, eggs, fowl, <fec. 
They apparently afford ample accommodation and shelter. There are five scales 
capable of being used if required. 

The butter house is close to one of the entrances to the genei’al market, and is within 
the enclosure. It was formerly used as a store, and is lofty and well ventilated. The 
house is by custom divided into two portions — there being no structural severance — one of 
which is set apart for the coopering, weighing, and drabiing the firkins, and the other 
for the sale subsequently. None but the officials are allowed within the former area. 
All the requirements of a comparatively well regulated and proper market are visible, 
not only in the place itself, but in its management by the corporation. 

An ‘‘ ounoil " is erected in the market place, and another on the Parade, where the 
hay, straw, and coal are sold. This “ Parade ” forma portion of the public thorough- 
fare, but is a wide space of ground, and the commodities are exposed under some trees 
which run along one side of the street. 

At the fairs the charge is on each animal aa they outer the fail- green, and if the 
horse paddock, with the leaps, &o., is required, an additional charge of sixpence per 
animal is levied. A complaint was made of a system of forestalling the horse fair. 

At the butter market ou Friday the charge is twopence per firkin before 10 o’clock, 
and threepence afterwards. 

A deduction of 1 lb. and 2 lb., according to the weight of the firldn of butter, is made 
from the gross weight in addition to tho actual tare of the fii’kin. This is said to cover 
soakage. 

Appended will be found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

John J. O’Meaha, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Dublin. Assistant Commissioner. 


Kilkenny, 7th November 1888. 


P. M. Egan, Esq., Mayor of Kilkenny, 
exanuneo. 

9,S0<}. The corporatloQ, of n'hick ^ou are the head, ore 
the owners of the markets and fws in Kilkenny ? — ^They 
are. 

19,801. What markea are hdd hero?— There ia a 
general market held in Kilkenny for the sale of all agri- 
cultural produce on Saturday, and a market for butter on 
Friday, and this general market was held under the pro- 
risions of a speciu Act passed in the year 1801. ^ere is 
a copy of the Act ivitn which is incorporated the Land 
Clauses Consolidation Act of 1845, except certain sections, 
and the Markets and F^a Ckuaes Act, 1874. 

1930'3. Ia this general market confined to Saturday? 

To Saturday and Friday. At the same time it ie open on 
other days to certain portiona of produce, such aa vege- 
tables and miUc. The com ia weighed every day in the 
week ; but two days are aet apart notably for bmg the 
market daya. 

19.803. I presume the market premises are open each 
day in the week for any person who would wish to bring 
in produce?— Yes. The markets are open every day in 
the week at reasonable hours for the sale of any artide 
which the Act first established, 

19.804. Are these markets being held since 1861 P Since 

HCl. 

19,808. Have you the particulars of the cost of the 
fstablishment of this market?— The markets. and lands 
attached, and the appurtenances thereto, were established 
tu a cost of about 6,000/. 

19,806. You are not in a position at present to give me 
the particulars of the expenditure, this capital expendi- 
ture? — With regard to the Hems of expenditure, 1 t^ve 
not them at present with me. That 5,0001. was to be 
paid oS as a emking fund, the money to be invested, and 
the whole 5,0001. was paid off in 18tfe. It was borrowed 
in 1869, and paid off in 1882. 


6,0001. witness read as follows from a statement made by 
the Borough Treasurer : — “ As to Mr. Hewlett’s mortgage 
•' of 5,000/., which was borrowed in 1862, and paid off in 
“ 1882, snob the corporation was enabled to do, not 
“ wholly out of the profits, but in consequence of 1,500/. 

“ of the principal sum bon-owed having remained on hand 
unexpended ; 199/. profit realised on sale of the debcu- 
ture stock, in which said sum was vested ; 343/. like on 
“ sale of the Tlireeper cent, in which the sinking fund was 
“ invested. The 3,000/. balance represented the profits of 
“ the twentj^enrs, being on an average of 150/. inr 
“ annum." That will show yon, as I have just aaiil, that 
the 6,000/. was paid off by 3,0001. arising from the market, 
and the remaining 2,000/. by investments of portion oftbe 
capital originally borrowed. 

19.808. WTmt fairs arc held here ? — ^"niere is a monthly 
fair hdd the second Wednesday in every month. The 
pig fair la held the day before the raonttly fair, being for 
cattle and horses. 

19.809. W'hen was this monthly fair established P— In 
1869 the present fair green was established. There are 
annual kin besides. 

19.810. But previous to the establishment of the fair 
green were those monthly fairs held here ? — There were no 
monthly fairs, but annual fairs held on the streets. 

19.811. Under what authority were they established 1— 
There is a regular patent for the fair green. 

19.812. Granted in 1869?— Yes. 

19.813. You have not got a copy of it here? — I have 
not got a copy of the patent. 

19.814. You say there ia another annual fair P— There is 
a fair held on the 28th March. 

19,816. In addition to the ordinary monthly fwtaP — 
Yea, and one on the 1st May and-23th September. ITiesc 
are the old fairs, 

19,816. These were the only fairs held in Kilkenny 
previous to 1859 P— Yes. 


19,807. From the profits derived exchisively feomthe 
market ?— From the profits derived, and also the profits 
derived from the money invested, so that Ae 6.000/. was 


19,817. Are tolls levied at all these fairs ? — Yes. 
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19 819. Is there & sohedulo of the tolls erected in the 
fair green on fur days P — There is. 

19,820. Do Toil ever change or vary in any way the 
different rates of tolls P— Not in any iierceptihle way. The 
only change in the tolls ocourreil about two years aeo 
in the butter market, when u penny was taken off the 
fir kins. 

19 821. ITien yon ohai-ge tolls also at tlie markets? — 
Yes. 

19.822. Are they in the nature of tolls or weighing 
charges? — Some of them are in the nature of tolU and 
others in the nature of weighing charges. For instance, 
the oom is a weighing charge, but the charges on butter, 
fowl, and milk ore in the nature of tolls. 

19.823. Is that the schedule of charges I see there P — 
Yea. 

19.824. Witness then produced the 'schedules at present 
levied at the fairs and markets, and of whioU the following 
are copies : — 


KILKENNY FAIR GREEN. 
List or Takipf. 


For every ball or cow aged one year and a half and 
upwards ..... 

Unuer that age • . . - . 

For every sheep or lamb • . . - 

„ fat pig _ • 

„ small pig .... 

„ load of small pigs containing sLx and 

upwards .... 

When lees than six there is charged fur each pig in 


s. d. 


For every horse 
„ stallion • 


There is an extra charge made for horses admitted 
to paddock or jumping ground of 


KILKENNY GENERAL MARKET. 


List or Tahipp. 


For weighii 


; every cwt. of wheat • 
oats 


„ here or barley - 

„ potatoes 

,, turnips, feathers, orany 

other miscelhinGoue 
article weighed in 
scales 

every horse or ass load of coal, hay, 
straw, mangolds, tiurnips, &c., on 
ouned .... 
every horse or ass load of coal, weigh* 
ing under 10 cwt. net 


Wool. 
under 14 lbs. 

14 lbs., and under 28 Ihs. • 
28 lbs., and „ 42 lbs. • 

42 lbs., and up to 112 lbs. • 


Merchant’s Wool. 

Special Tarif. 

,, every cwt. of merchant’s woo! 
Firkin Buttbu. 

For every firkin entering market after U) o’clock 
a.m. - 

I, ,, prior to that hour 

Roll and Pan Butter. 

For weighing under 5 Ihs. - 

5 lbs., and under 14 lbs. 


14 lbs., airl 
2S lbs., and 


28 lbs. 
56 lbs. 


For every horse load of plants 


basket of ,, 
horse load of vegetables 


basket of „ 

horse load of fruit 


s. d. 
0 Oi 
0 Oi 
0 04 

0 o| 


■ 0 OJ 


* 0 U 


0 Oi 
0 1 
0 li 
n 2 


(1 Oi 
0 1 
0 2 


every ass load of fruit 
basket of ,, 
horse load of eggs 


box of „ 

basket of ,, 

pair of small fowl 
,, turkeys • 
„ geese 
horse load of fisU 


hamper ,, 

Ijanel of herrings 
calf 

chum of milk - 


1 he following ore the tolls and charges which the cor- 
uoration arc empowered to levy under the provisions of the 
Kilkenny Markets -Act, 1861 : — 


SCHEDULE C. 
Rents and Tolls. 


D 2 
0 1 
0 O’ 
0 I 
0 0^ 


0 04 


280 lbs of wheat 


0 

2 

l.% , 

, oats 


0 

U 

224 , 

, barley 


0 

15 

224 , 

„ here 


0 

15 

280 lbs. of beans 


0 

14 

280 

, peas 


0 

14 

280 

,, rye 


0 

n 

224 

, rape seed • 


0 

14 

224 

, flax seed 

. 

0 

14 

280 

1 , grain, com c 

ir seeds 




not herein enn- 




merated 

• 

0 

14 


For every ton of flax, hemp, wool, and bark 


Buttbb. 

For every firkin, tub, barrel or cask of butter 


not exceeding 112 lbs • 

For every firkin, tub, barrel, or cask of butter 
exceeding 112 lbs. .... 
For every basket, parcel, or quantity of butter not 
loss t^n 14 lbs. weight ... 


Other Articles. 

For every cartload of hay or straw drawn by one 
horse or other animal .... 
If drawn by more than one horse or other animal, 
for evny additional horse or other animal 
For every cartload of clover, grass, rape, rye, 
vetches, or other men food for cattle, if drawn 
by one horse or omer animal ... 
If draivn by more than one horse or other 
animal, for each additional - 
For every ca^oad of mangold wurzel, turnips, 
and all other agricnl- 
tura] produce whatever, 
saveaud except potatoes 
„ „ fruit or potatoes or any 

other v^etables if drawn 
by one horse or other 
animal - • . 

If drawn by more than 
one horse or other 
animal, for each 
additional horse or 
other animal 
.. 6ahoreg« 

„ ,, native cw, or of iron, lead, 

copper or other mineral 
„ ton of hides of skins, salted or green 

.And ratcebly for a greater or lesser 
quantity not less than 28 lbs. 

„ haskrt of live fowl containing not more 
than two pairs ... 

,, additional pair - 

„ load or Irish of fowl containing not more 

than six pairs ... 

„ additional pair - 

„ two pairs of rabbits or wild iowlj 


0 4 
0 2 


0 S 
0 1| 


0 14 
0 6 


0 6 
0 10 


8 

04 

04 
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SCHEDULE D. 

Provision and Vsgbtadl* Market and Oarcasb 
Market Tolls. 

Shops. ». 

For every occupier of every inclosed shop or stall, 
irhetber for sale of Dutchera’ ment, game, 
poultry, fish, vegetables, cheese, fhiit^ cbbia, 
glass, earthenware, baskets, hardware, or other 
commodities, articles or things, according to the 
size and dimensions of such shop, Damely, for 
lineal foot of the frontage thereof, if let by 
the week, any weekly sum not exceeding - 2 0 

Botchers’ Stalls. 

For every person oocupying or using any butcher’s 
stall or standing or any ground space for the sale 
of meat, according to the size and dimensions of 
same, namely, for each lineal foot of frontage of 
every such stall, standing, or ground apace 
occupied or used by him, if let by the week, any 
weekly sum not exceeding • * - 1 0 

If let by the day any daily sum not exceeding <06 
Carcase and Skin Toll. 

For every carcase or part of a carcase of a bull, 
bullock, cow, steer, heifo', calf, sheep, or pig, 
brought into the market to be disposea of other- 
wise than by sale oy retail, and whether sold or 
not, not exceeding • • - - 0 6 

Fur cveiy hide or skin, raw, undressed, or dressed, . 
brougnt into the market for sale, and whether 
sold or not, any sum not exceeding • - 0 2 

Provision, Veoetadlk, and other Stalls, 
Stands, and Qround Spaces. 

For every person occupying or using any stall, 
standing, cart, barrow, basket, ped, box, bench, 
or barrel for the sale of vegetaoles, proAusions, 
firuit, fish, game, poultry, china, glass, earthen- 
ware, baskets, hardware, or other commodities, 
articles or things, according to the size and 
dimensions of the same, viz., for each super- 
ficial square foot and fractional part of a super- 
ficial square foot of the ground space covered or 
occupied by any such stall, standing, cart, barrow, 
basket, ped, box, bench, or barrel, any sum not 
exceeding for every day • - -01 

Ground Space. 

For every person occupying or using any space on 
the surface of the ground, according to the nze 
and dimensions of the same, viz., for each super- 
ficial sc^iiare foot, and the fractional part of a 
superficial square foot of the ground apace 
occupied or used by Him, any daily sum not 
exceeding - - . . - 0 1 


SCHEDULE E. 
Slaughter-house Tolls. 

For every bull, bul^, cow, steer, or heifer, not 


exceeding - - -'-20 

calf, not exceediug . . • I 0 

sheep, or Jamb, not exceeding - - 0 6 

pig, not excee^ng - - -08 

other beast, not exceeding - - 2 0 


SCHEDULE F. 

Wbighing and Mea8uri.no Tolls. 

For wighiug every piece of meat, or any arficle or 
thing, not being a cart or waggon, weighing not 
e.X(.'M<ling 20 lljs avoirdupois - . - 0 04 

If weighing more than 20 lbs. and not exceeding 

If exceeding 2-10 lbs. then for every additional ^ ^ 
2^10 lbs. or fractional part of 24»lbe.not exceed- 

j 

hor measuring every quantity of goods and things 
sold by measure, not exceeding one bushel - 0 04 
If exceeding one bushel and not cice^ing two 
bnahela - . . . , -01 

And for every bushel and fractional part of a 
bnsbel hevoud two bushels - . . 0 0^ 


lO.Si'). Have you got the average receipts and exnen. 
ituret— Yes. 


19,826. 1 uresume the 5,000/. was expended in the 
erccdon of the market as well as in providing the 
green?— Yes, on both. 

19,827- ^0 market where all these marketable com- 
modities ore exposed fur sale is on enclosed space? — Yes. 

19,828. Is there shelter accommodation provided?— 
There is I'ery ample shelter accommodation. There is a 
Iwge corn shed under which tlicre are five scales, and the 
number of scales varies with the com in the market at 
any boor, so that at the largest market during the year 
the people would not have more than 15 or 20 mioutes to 
wait except on very special occasions. 

193^- From your experience you deem the shelter 
accommodation afforded in the market sufificient for the 
trade of the town P —The shelter accommodation of the 
town I believe to be quite ample. At the wine time, in 
the present year, we are providing extended shelter 
accommodation. We are this year ei'ecting a now row of 
sheds, not because wc require so much shelter accommoda- 
tion as we require to clear away one entrance which is 
obstructed by a shed quite close to the gate, and it is pro- 
jected to remove that old shed, and give whatever accom- 
modation thoe was there in the new sheds erected. 

19.830. Is the fair green enclosed P — It is enclosed by a 
wall. 

19.831 . Are there any pens in it ? — ^There are sheep pens 
in it. 

19.832. Any sheds?— No. 

19.833. Have you got a weighbridge capable of weighing 
cattle here? — We had ereoted last year a weighbridge 
capable of weighing cattle, and cattle and pigs are weighed 
very accurately. 

19.834. Are the buyers and sellers who bring cattle to 
the fairs disposed to avail themselves of that weighbridge? 
— From what I have seen I do not think tiie buyers are 
disposed. I believe very many of the sellers would be 
anxious to sell by weight, but owing to the custom pre- 
vailing, and perh^is owing to the desire of the customers 
not to purchase by weight, the scales have not been 
availed of. As a matter of fact since the 1st January only 
54 head of cattle have been weighed out of the thousands 
coming to the fairs. 

19.835. Could you afterwords segregate the amount 
mentioned, 5,0001,, into the particulars of how it was 
expended? — 1 daresay we will he able to give the 
particulars by applying to the minute hooks. None of it 
was spent on the fw green. 

19.836. How was the fair green utilised previously 7— 
It was private property, gardens, and the corporation 
bought it up. 

19,837- Do you ever heor coroplaints of these tolls in 
any way hero in Kilkenny P — I never did. 

19,8.38. Have you much experience of othci- markets 
besides Kilkenny yourself 7 — I tiuve. 

19.839. From your experience do you think that the 
levying of a toll for bringing in commodities into the 
market of a town, or cattle into the fair, acts in any ivay 
as a deterrent on people bringing their cattle or produce? 
— I do not think it arts in the slightest degree as a deter- 
rent. On the contrary. I think the levying of a toll is 
the gr^test public benefit as long as the toll is moderate, 
for this reason, that the market has to be kept afloat i it 
has to l»e kept in proper repair and n staff has to be paid, 
and I believe the small nominal tolls that ore paid is a 
mat public advantage by keeping the mai'kets in a 
thorough state of organisation and repiur. 

19.840. I take it, then, you approve of the reduction of 
tolls to such an amount ns would only meet the cost of 
management P — Yes; and also provide the necessary fund 
fop improving the markets as they would require it. 

19.841. Do you think the syrstem at present here of 
having the market authority vested in the corporation 
works better than if it was in the hands of an individual 
m the town as elsewhere P — I think it works exceedingly 
better, and as a proof of that, I hear complaints of the 
great grievances existing in other towns where private 
individuals have control of tiie markets, and can levy tolls 
at their pleasure. 

19.842. From your experience you would be in favour 
of town commissioners, board of guardians, or market 
trustees, if such were appointed, Staining compulsory 
Mwers to acquire the rights of market authorities 
throughout the country? — Most decidedly. I think the 
nmkete in any town can never improve unless the local 
autbonty, such as the corporation or commissioners, have 
supreme con^l over the market. I think the ftrt of a 
private individuM having control over them is a positive 
bar to their progress. 
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19^43. Do you think they would be better managed by 
the corporation, or by an authority auoh as I suggest P—1 
think tney would be better managed for this reason : that 
complaints could be made more easily to a corporate body, 
who are the principal representatifcs of the public, tban to 
a private individual, because if the public complain to an 
indiridiial of the body he immediately brings the grievance 
before the body, whereas if a complaint is made to a 
private individual, if it is not his wish to redress it, 
it remains there. 

19,844- Do you think that the surplus prodt, if any, 
derived from the markets and fairs should bo applied m 
relief of the rates or the town expenditure, or in improving 
the market P — I do not think it should be applied in relief 
of the rates. I think it should be applied to tho improve- 
ment of the market, or of the approaches to tho market. 

19,845. Any toll that would bring a larger revenue than 
necessary for the purpose should be abolished — I do not 
think tolls should be levied for the pur)>ose «f decreasing 
the rates outside tbo market. They ahouM be spent on 
the market alone, for providing the current expenses or 
developing the markets. 

10,8^. Do you consider, and I presume it is your 
opinion, that where tolls are levied, the person in receipt of 
these charges should give some return — by return, of 
course, is meant a biir green and ordinary market buildings 
with appliances for weighing the various commodities. For 
instance, elsewhere throughout the country the fairs and 
markets are held on the public thoroughfare, and tolls 
levied for bringing in cattle and marketable commodities, 
and nothing more. Have you any experience of such 
places? — I have. 

19.847. Is it your opinion that the owners who are in 
receipt of the charges should give some return other than 
that of allowing the people to expose their cattle and com- 
modities on the public tboroughrare?—l think the owners 
should not be allowed such a privilege at all, or if they 
have a claim by right or charter there should be com- 
pnlsory powers vested in the local author!^ to purchase, 
after proper valuation, their rights in auch a market. 

19.848. With a view to providing sufBoient accommoda- 
tion? With a view to providing adequate accommodation, 

and also with a view of preventing what I consider a great 
grievance— that is, any individual taking public money 
without gimg a proper return for it. 

19349. Is there any other suggestion you would wish to 
make? — With regard to the butter market here, I may say 
thatup to last year we had very frequent complaints in the 
butter market relative to tares and the regulation of tares. 
The buyers were allowed to put on tares dmply at their 
will, and there was a constant struggle between the buyers 
and sellers, the buyers increasing the tares and the sellers 
endeavouring to increase the tares beyond what the buyers 
would give them. Last year we finally checked such a pro- 
ceeding. We have got the tares branded on the firkins by 
each oc^er, and the buyers are n<it allowed to charge extra 
tare^ Ihey simply buy on the net amount put in the 
market, and the result is that it worked most satisfactorily 
last year. 

19,850. By the net amount would you mean the 
difference between the gross and the tare marked on the 
firkin ? — ^Yes. 


19,851. Is anything additional allowed forsoakage? — 
There is a pound allowed for scakage in certain weights, 
and two pounds in larger weights. That is put on by the 
market officials : the buyers are not allowed to touch it. 

19,^2. Is that one or two pound, os the case may be, 
added to the tare marked on the firkin ? — Yes. 

19.853. 'fhetares are always branded on thefiikin ? — Yes. 

19.854. Are these the only deductions from the gross 
weight?— The tare and soaknge are the only deduction 
from the gross weight. 

19.855. Is this a good butter market? — 1 consider that 
the rules at present regulating the Kilkenny butter 
market are the best I have known in the country. I 
have made special inquiries in other towns, and heairl 
complaints made in other cities, and it is by studying these 
complaints and applying them here we made the improve- 
ment in our market. 

19,866. Have you got any rules restraining the sale of 

any commodities except through brokers and agents P 

'Ibere are no rules regulating brokers. V^'e have not very 
many of them ; I do not think scarcely any. 

19,957. Have you any suggestions to offer in the ivay of 
alterations to he made iu the existing law P— I do not see 
there is any necessity for alteniliuDS. I think the best 
way is to leave the alierations to the market authority or 
exupontion, and they can nuke any altetations that are 
necessary. 

19.858. I mean alterarions throughout the countiy and 
not in Kilkenny in particular? — The only alteiation I 
would deem necessary to effect is that of giving compulsory 
powers to the local authorities. 1 would be very much in 
favuur of that project, because 1 have heard in several 
towns the great grievances ventilated in consequence 
of private indiridu^ having authority over the markets 
and fairs. 

PATRtCK J. Dillon, Esq., Borough Treasurer, 
examined. 

19.859. You arc the Borough Treasurer of the city of 
Kilkenny ?— Yea. 

19.860. Did yuu make up the average receipts and 
expenditure? — X made up the average receipts of the 
oiorket. The gross average receipts from the market were 
988/. 16$. lid. for the past three rears. That includes 
tolls, rents, and interest allowed by the bank. 

19.861. Is that interest on the balance? — Yes, on the 
balance to our credit 

19,869. Did you make up your avenge expenditure ? — 
I will show yon that. The average profit for the three 
years on the market was 9U. 13$. 4d. The average 
recripts from the fairs were 453/. 11$. Id, 

19.863. You gave me the gross average profit for the 
fairs and mark^. Oonld you mve me the expenditure 
now? — The average profits for tne ^irs during the three 
years were 136L 1^. 4d. 

19.864. The witness handed in the market-and fair 
accounts for tho three years, together with a sunimary 
thereof, aud copies of which are as follows : — 


SiLxsKNV Public Mauxet Account for half year let September 1885 to 1st Uaroh 1886. 


Da.' 


'Rec^ts from Market Tolls : 

TO balnuce on 1st September 1885 - 
„ 10,451 cwts. of wheat, weighed at id. per owt. - 
,, 26,737 cwts. of oats, weiglied at per owt. 

,, 36,716 cwta. of barley, weighed at Jd. per cwt. - 


73,904 cwts. • 


33 3 4 
56 19 4i 
115 11 74 


£ I. 

Nil. 


d. 


,, 7,166 firkins of batter, at 3i. each 
„ 222 cwts. of wool, at 2d, per cwt. - 
„ 117 cwts. of wool, at Id. per cwt. 

„ 18,492 Cwta. of potatoea, at 4d. Mr cwt. - 
„ amount received iVom roll and pan butter, eggs, fow 
ables, plants, rent of aheds, fish, &c., &g. 

„ market ounoil . . . - - 

„ Parade ouncil ..... 

,, chum milk ..... 

,, miscellaneous articles weighed 
„ butter scrapings . . . - - 


voget- 


89 11 6 
1 18 114 

0 9 11 
40 10 34 

114 2 74 
18 10 54 
79 8 9 
10 3 9 

1 8 24 
14 14 94 


Total receipts ... 

Carried forward 


576 13 7 


* Calcnlations cannot be made of tho receipts from above, as the full tolls is charged for a part of a cwt. weight. 
This explanation I think it right to give, as I nnderstand partial, not so understanding have bren erroneously 
trying to calculate. P. J. D. 

N 3 
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Brought forward - 

Mifloellftiieoiis Beceipts: , moo 

To K. Grady, seven months’ rent to 28th rebruaxy 1886 - 
m" Kealy, five months’ rent to 1st Jannary 1886 
!! p.’MorriBBey, eix months' rent to 1st Jebrnaiy 1886 • - 

„ Itep.M-Tunmona, half-year B rent ending 29bh Septorober loo5 
\\ intoest allowed during period of account 


4 19 

5 0 


Maintainmg tho Marhii cmd Ma^rlcet Placee. 


By balance due by corporation last account, 1st September 1885 • 
„ paid Abraham Alcock, half-year'a rent of King Street Market, 
ending 29th September lw5 - - * 

„ Do. do., of Mr. SaUivan’s part, ending do. • 


Loss income tax, at 8(i. • 

Rev. G. B. P. Collea, half-year’s rent out of public market, 
ended 29th September 1885 • 

Less income tax, at 8d. •••••“ 


Salaries and 1, .-gv. . , 

By paid Messrs. J. Dunne and J. Nolan, auditors for half-year 
ending 31st August 1885 - • • _ * 

, Do. Denis O'^SulUvan, six months’ salary as butter inspector - 
Do. P. J. Dillon, Esq., Borough Treasurer, balance of fees for 
” half-year ending 31st August 1885 

,, Do. Staff expenses during period of account, including re- 
f manure, So. . - • • - 


£ 

8 . 

d. 

20 

0 

0 

31 

10 

0 

51 

10 

0 

1 

14 

4 

17 

6 

0 

0 

11 

6 

2 

10 

0 

50 

0 

0 

5 

10 

1 

256 

6 

1 


£ 8. d. 
52 8 2i 


314 6 2 


Printing, Advertising, and Stationery : 

By p ai d printing, advertising and stationery during period of 
account 

Entrance Gateways 

By paid cost of improving entrance to King Street Mtu'ket 
Law Costs : 

By pmd Lewis J. Watters, Esq., Sol., amount of his taxed coats 
in re TTinlfCT «. Borough Treasurer, and Borough 
Treasuxor w. Miok^ ..... 

Bemoving Obstruotiou in King Street : 

By paid Jo^ Morrissey, teking down, &c., the steps opposite Mr. 
J. Ayre’s house. King Street, puraumit to contract 


9 19 8 
43 7 4 


Miscellaneous: 

By repairing at Michael KealVf 
„ Do. timoer, repairing sheds, jacke 
ra FirMu Butter Marki 


I, King Street - 
rets for porters, coal, telegrams 
and other misoellsmooua 


7 16 1 
18 3 0 


Taxes: 

By paid taxes, grand jury cess, &c., on holdings of Messrs. 
Morrissey, Kealy, Bedmond, and Grady 

Interest: 

By bterest charged by bank on overdrawn account, ending 31st 
December 1885 ...... 

,, halmioe to credit of corporation the 1st March 1886 


0 12 0 
72 7 Ot 


We have examined the Treasurer’s accounts of the Kilkenny public market from 1st September 1®^ 
the 1st March 1886, and &nd that the several payments have been supported by adeqnatc vouchers, and find too 
foregoing to he a correct statement of the accounts reepeotively. 

JoHK OoTtB, Mayor’s Auditor. 

P. J. Dillom, Borough Treasurer. 

BoroUgh Treasurer’s Ofilce, April 7th, 1886. 
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Kilibsny Public Maukex Account, for half year leti Mai-t-.h 1888 to lat September 1886. 
Dil 


Beoemte from Market Tolls : 

To balance on 1st March, 1886 
,, 905 cwts of wheat, vre^hed at |(J. per cwt. • 

„ 11,698 cwte. of oata, weighed at per cwt. 

„ 3,158 cwts. of barley, weighed at |a. per cwt. > 


2 10 
25 0 
10 4 


£ s. d. £ $ d. 

72 7 OJ 


15,761 cwts. • 


38 1 6 


,, 6,916 firkius of butter, at 3d. and 2d. each 
„ 1,524 cwts. of wool, at 2d. per owt. • . . 

,, 936 cwts. of wool, at Id. pCT owt. ... 

,, 19,696 cwte. of potatoes, at id. per cwt. • 

,, amount received from roll and pan butter, eggs, fowl, rege 
tables, plants, rent of sbods, fish, &c., &c. 

„ market ooucil ...... 

„ parade oonoil ...... 

„ cbom milk ...... 

„ miscellaneous articles weighed .... 

„ butter scrapings ...... 


78 8 
14 9 
3 19 


9 

114 

0 

7 


137 8 34 
15 14 54 
68 7 10 
10 10 3 
0 12 44 
8 2 84 


Totol'receipts .... 
Miscellaneons Eeceipts : 

To E. Grady, six months' rent to 31st Angost 1866 - 
„ M. ICealjy, seven months’ rent to 1st Angnst 1886 
,, P. Morrusey, six months’ rent to 1st Angost 1886 
„ Interest allowed daring period of acooont 


418 16 74 


4 5 0 
7 0 0 

5 0 0 
0 3 10 

16 8 10 


507 12 6 


* Oaluulations cannot be made of the receipts from aboTe, as the fhll toll is charged for a port oi n owt. weight. 
This explanation I think it right to give, as i understand parties not so onderetandlng have been erroneonsly 
trying to calculate. P. J. D. 


Ob. 

Maintainmg iJte Market and Market Places. 


Bents : 

By paid Abraham Aloook, half year’s rent of King Street 
Market, ending 25th March 1886 
„ Do. do. of Mr. Sallivaa’s part, ending do. • 


Less income tax, at 8d. • 

,, Bar. G. B. P. Oolles, half-year’s rent out of public market, 
ended 29th March 1886 . - . - ... 

Less income tax, at 8d. • 

,, Mrs. Brennan, one and a half-year's rent out of public market, 
ending 25th March 1886 - - • 

Less income tax at 6d. and 8d. • 


Salaries and Wages ; 

By paid Messrs. J., Donne and J. Nolan, an^tors for half year 
ending 28th Pebruary 1886 .... 

,, Do. Dennis O’SnlliTan, six months’ salary as batter inroector 
M Do. P. J. Dillon, ibq.. Borough Treasurer, fees for hau-year 
ending 28 Pebroary 1886 ..... 

„ Do. staff eroenses during period of account, including re- 
moving of manure, Ac. . • • - • 


£ t. 

d. 

20 0 

0 

81 10 

u 

61 10 

0 

1 14 

4 

17 6 

ft 

0 11 

6 

6 4 

9 

0 3 

9 


2 10 

0 

50 0 

0 

30 3 

9 

227 19 

4 


Printing, Advertising, and Stationery: 

By paid printing, advertising, and stationery daring period of 
account 

ICeoelloneoas : 

By paid timber, repairing sheds, Ac., paint imd hardware account 
and other misceUaneons expenses • - 

Taxes: 

By paid rates, taxes, on holdings of Messrs. Morrissey, Kealy, 
Redmond, and Qra^ ..... 
„ Do, Bobert McCu^hy, Esq., income tasMseasment for year 
ending April 1886 

Balance to credit of corporation the 1st September 1886 


2 2 7 
818 4 


49 15 8 
16 14 6 
6 10 


310 13 1 
20 1 1 


14 19 3 


11 0 n 

78 7 0 


N 4 
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We have examined the Treasnrer's aocoonla of the KUkenny public i^ket from let l^rch 1^6 to the 
iRfc September 1886, amd find that the eeveral payments have been supported by adofiuate vouchers, and find the 
foregoing to be a correct statement of the accounts respectively. 

James Dukne, a 

Jolts Nolah, )-J5orongl>AnditotE. 

JoiTN OoTlE, Mayor’s Anditor. 

P. J. Dilloh, Borough Treasurer. 

Borough Treasurer's Office, October 11th, 1886. 


KiLtHoiT Piraiic Mahket Accotoi for holf year from 1st September 1886 to 1st March 1887. 


Dn. 


Acceipts from Market ToUu : 

To balance on 1st September 1886 . - • 

„ 9,837 ewts. of wheat, weighed at Id. per cwt. • 
,, 24, SSI ewts. of oats, weigned at id. per cwt. 

„ 34,243 ewts. of barley, weighedat fa. per cwt. - 


68,401 ewts.* 

„ 5,702 firkins of butter, at 2d. each 
„ 174 cwta. of wool, at 2d. per owt.- 
„ 100 owts. ^ wool, at Id. per cwt. ... 

„ 16,484 cwta. of potatoes, at id. MT cwt. - 
„ amount received from roll and pan butter, eggs, 
tables, plants, rent of sheds, fish, &c., &c. 

„ market onncil - 

„ Parade onncil , - - • - 

,, chum Trillr . . - . • 

,, miscellaneous articles weighed . • - 

,, butter scrapings • • . • 

Total receipts .... 


31 15 7i 
51 9 0| 
107 3 7 


fowl, vege- 


Miscellaneoue Beceipts: 

To representative Timmons, half-year’s rent to 25th March 1886 • 
„ M. Kealy, six months’ rent, to 1st February 1887 
,, P. Morrissey, six months’ rent, to 1st Pebrnary 1887 • 

„ interest allowed dnrisg period of account ... 


190 

8 

8 

47 

10 

4 

1 

10 

3 

0 

8 

5 

36 

5 


143 

11 

1 

22 

11 

10.1 

75 

10 


10 

3 

2 


10 0 
8 13 9 


12 0 0 
6 0 0 
6 0 0 
0 13 0 


£ 8. d. 

78 7 0 


537 12 


9 


23 13 0 


* CsJculations cannot be made of the receipts from above, as the full toll is charged for a port of a owt. weight, 
nda explanation 1 tliiTiV it right to give, as I understand parties not so understanding have been erroneously 
trying to calcolate. P. J. B. 


Ob. 

MaintaAning ih« Karlcet and Marlt6t Placet. 


Rents t 

By fAid Abraham Alcook, half-year’s rent of King Street Markot, 

ending 29th September 1^6 - . . • 20 0 0 

„ Do. do. of Mr. Sullivan’s part, ending do. - 31 10 0 


51 10 0 

Less income tax, at8d. • - . . 114 4 

,, Do. Rev. &. E. P. Collei, half-year’s rent out of public market, 

ended 29lh September 1888 - - . - 17 6 0 

Leas income tax, at 8d. - - . . 0 11 6 


Salaries and Wages : 

By paid Meesrs. J. Dunne and J. Nolan, anditors, for half year 
endine 31st Angnst 1^6 ..... 
„ Do. Denis O’Sullivan, six months’ salary as baiter inspector • 
,, Do. P. J. Dillon, Esq., Borough Treasurer, balance of fees for 
half year ending Slat Augngt 1886 
„ Do. - 0*1 account, half year, to 2Sth February 

„ Do. staff expenbts drring period of account, inolnding re- 
moving of manure - 


2 10 0 
50 0 0 

21 15 3 

25 9 0 

237 10 10 


Printing, Advertising, and Stationery; 

By paid printing, advertiBing, and etationery durine neriod of 
account - . . . ... 

Miscellaneouf! : 

By paid tmber, repmring sheds, Ac., paint and hardware account 
smd other nuscellaneone expenses - . . . . 

Carried forwmrd . • . 


49 15 8 
16 14 6 


336 16 1 
21 19 4 
17 11 9 
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Brought forward 

Taxes : 

By paid rates, taxes, on holdings of Messrs. Moirissey, Eoaly, 
Kedmond, and Grady ' • • - 


Boundary Wall : 

By paid Jobu Ayres' contribution towu^is 
in building boundary wall in market 


incurred by him 


Porters' J^lcets : 

By paid Messrs. R. MeStay and Oo. for four porters’ jackets 
Maintaining Approaches to Market: 

By paid rarongb fund account for Tnftintjtinin|r approaches to 
market ........ 

Balance to credit 1st March 1887 .... 


20 0 0 
2 14 0 


100 0 0 
72 2 1 


We have examined the Treasurer's aoooonts of the Kilkenny piiblio market from 1st Soptember 1886 to the 
1st March 1887, and find that the several payments have l)f«n supported by adequate Touchers, and tind the Ibro- 
going to bo a correct statement of the accounts respectively. 




Borough Treasurer’s Office, May 18th, 1887. 


PiTElCE 

P^TOiCK Bowah, Mayor’s Anditoi-. 
P. J. Billok, Borough Treasurer. 


KiitEifiir Public Mabkct Accoust for half year 1st March 1887 to 1st September 1887. 
Db. 


Recite from Market Tolls : 

To balance on 1st I^rch 1887 ... 

„ 1,409 ewts. of wheat, weighed at |d. par cwt. - 
,, 13,598 ewts. of oats, weired at id. owt. • 
,, 2,^9 owts. of barley, weighed at jd. per cwt • 


9 2i 
2 04 
5 2 


17,« 


t owts.* 


, 4,363 firkins of hotter ..... 
, 1,490 ewts. of wool, at 2d. per cwt ... 

, 49 ewts. of wool, at Id. per cwt. . . . • 

, 18,202 owts. of potatoes, at id. per cwt. ... 

, amount reoeiTed from roll and pan hatter, eggs, 
vegetables, plants, rent of sheds, fish, &c., &o. 

, market onncil 
„ Parade ounoil 
, churn milk 

, miscellaneons articles weighed 
, butter sci'apings - 


4 2 7} 
) 4 2 
) 12 6 


9 10} 
12 1 
4 lOi 


0 13 4 

1 16 3 


Total receipts . 


MisceBoneoas Receipts : 

To representatire Timmous, one year’s rent, to 25tb March 1887 
,, M. Kealy, six months' rent, to 1st August 1887 • 

„ P. Morrissey, six months’ rent, to 1st August 1887 
,, E. O’Grady, six months’ rent, to 28th February 1887 - 
„ interest allowed during period of account 


24 

6 


* Calculations cannot be made of the receipts l^om aboVe, os the full toll is charged for a port ofa cwt. weight. 
This explanation I think it right to give, as I understand parties not so understanding have lieeu eri-oneoualy 
*>'ymg to calculate. P. J. D. 


Afaintaininff tlie Marhst and MarJeet Plaoea. 


Rents: 

By paid Abraham Alcock, half-year’s rent of King Street Market, 
ending 25 tb March 18^ . . . • • 

„ Do. do * of Mr. SuUiraai’B part, ending do. 


Less income tax, at 8d. - 


Do. Rev. Q. R. P. OoUes, half-year’s rent out of public market, 
ended 25th March 1887 - - - • - 

Less income tax, at 8d. 


£ 8. 

d. 

20 0 

0 

81 10 

0 

61 To 

6 

1 14 

4 

17 6 

0 

0 11 

6 


Carried forward 
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Bronglit forward - * 

By paid Mrs. E. A. Brenan, one year’s rent out of pnblic market, 
to 25th Maroh 1887 

Less income tax, ut 8<J. • 


& s. (Z. 

4 3 2 
0 2 9 


u^es and Wages : „ , 

By paid Messrs. J. Dunne and J. Nolan, auditors, for half year 
ending Slat Angust 1887 • 

„ Do. Denis O'SniliTan, seven months’ salftiy as butter 
inspector - - • • * ' 

„ Do. P. J. Dillon, Esq., Borough Treasurer, balance of fees for 
h^ year ending 1st Imrch 1^ - • - 

„ Do. staff expenses daring period of aoconnt, including re* 
moving of msnnre . . . . - 


2 10 0 
58 6 8 
3 14 
220 0 0 


Printiug, Advertising, and Stationery : 

By paid printing, advertising, Mid stationery during period of 
account 


£ s. d. 

4 0 5 


283 18 0 
5 17 4 


Miscellaneous: 

By paid timber, repairing sheds, Ac., piunl and hardware account 
and other miscellaneous expenses .... 

Taxes : 

By paid rates, taxes, on holdings of Messrs. Morrissey, E!ealy, 
Bedmond and Qmdy ...*•• 

Income Tax ; 

By paid income tax sssessment ..... 

Maintaining Approaches to Market: 

By paid borongh fund occonnt for maintaining approaches to 
market ........ 

Balance to credit Ut September 1887 ... 


8 7 8 

114 
7 19 0, 

100 0 0 
35 7 74 

513 1 6i 


i 


Wr; have examined the Treasurer’s accounts of the Kilkenny public market f^om 1st March 1887 to the 
1st September 1887, and find that the several payments have been supported by adequate voaohors, and find the 
foregoing to be a correct statement of the accounts respectively. 


Borough Treasurer’s Office, 4th November 1887. 


Auditors. 

Piiaicx HowAir, Mayor's Auditor. 
P. J. DmoN, Borough Treasurer. 


Eukeiwt Pubuc Makkt.t Accouwr for half year 1st September 1887 to 1st March 1888. 

Da. ' 


Bcceipts ftom Market Tolls: 

To balance on 1st September 1887 • 

„ 6,660 ewts.* of wheat, weighed at }d. per owt. - 
„ 15,129 cwto. of oats, weighed at }<Z. per cwt. 

„ 32,741 cwts. of barley, weighed at ]a. per cwt. - 


4,479 firkins of butter 

„ cwts. of wool, at 2d. per owt. • 

„ 0 cwts, of wool, at Id. per owt. - 
„ 18,523 cwts. of potatoes, at Jd. per cwt. • 

I, amount received from roll ana pan bntter, 
tables, plants, rent of sheds, fisb, Ao., Ac. 
„ market onnoil 
„ Parade onncU 
„ chum rniTlf 

„ miseellancoas articles weighed 
„ butter scrapings • 


Miscellaneoui Beoeipts: 

To received ftomM. Kealy, six months' vent, to Ut February 1 
„ P. Morrissey, six months’ rent, to 1st Pebmary 1888 . ’ 

„ E. 0 Grady, six months’ rent, to 31st August 1887 
„ amount fine imposed on Patrick Meany, porter • 

„ interest allowed dnring period of account . 


10 

1 

5 


6 0 0 
5 0 0 
4 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 13 6 


35 7 7} 


165 4 C& 


46 16 2 
1 1 84 
0 0 0 
40 18 24 


148 8 '8 
23 0 104 
4 64 
8 

6 10 
4 7 


1 15 94 


Tll^SbScnf ^ iroharged for a part of a cwt. weight. 

^ultoSute. ‘ giTe,as*I understood, ;^tms^^not, so understanding live been erroneoSsly 
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Os. 

IfaintainiTig the Market and Maffkel Plaaes. 

£ a. d. 

is: 

paid Abraham Aleook, half-yeor'e rent of King Street Market, 
ending 29th September 1887 

,, Do. do. of Mr. SnllivEm’a port, ending do, 


Lese income tax, at 7d. - 


„ Do. Eev. G. Bp. P. OoUes, half-year's rentont of pnblio market, 

ending 29th September, 1887 - - . • 17 6 0 

Leas income tax, at 7d. • - . . 0 10 0 


Salaries and Wages : 

By paid Messrs. J. Donne and J. Nolan, auditors, for half year 

ending 31st Au^t, 1887 - - - - . 2 10 0 

„ Do. Dennis O’SinliTan, dre months’ salary as batter inspector 41 18 4 
,, Do. P. J. Dillon, Esq., Boro ug h Treasurer, fees for btdf year 

ending 31st August 18OT • • - . • 22 1 0 

„ Do. staif expenses during period of account, itiolnding removing 

of manure - - . . 221 12 11 


20 0 0 
31 10 0 


51 10 0 
1 10 0 


Printing, Advertistug, and Stationery: 

By paid printing, advertising, and stationery during period of 
account 

Misoellaneons : 

By paid timber, repairing sheds, iko., paint and hardware account 
and other miscellnncono expenses .... 

Taxes : 

By paid rates, taxes, on holdings of Messrs Morrissey, Bealy, 
Redmond and Giody ...... 

Balance to credit 29th February 1888 - 


£ «. d. 

50 0 0 
16 16 0 


287 17 3 

16 12 0 

14 12 7 

1 13 5 
162 IS 8 


550 6 11 


We have examined the Treasurer's accounts of the Kilkenny public market from 1st September 1887 to 
29^ February 1888, and find that the several pa}'meobs have been supported by adequate vouchers, and the fore- 
going to be a correct statement of the accounts respectively. 

is.} Auditor. 

PAtsiox Bowak, Mayor’s Auditor. 

P. J. Diuoii, Borough Treasurer. 

Borough Troaenror's Office, 16th April 1888. 


Kilkenny Pitulio MAnKni AoootJNi for half year 1st March 1888 to 1st September 1888. 


Db. 


Beccipts from Market Tolls • 

To balance on Ist March 1888 
„ 168 owts.* of wheat, weighed at per cwt. 
„ 8,790 cwtB. of oats, weight at id. ^ cwt. 

„ 1,540 owts. of barley, weighed at ^ per cwt. 


0 10 -hi 
18 15 5 
4 19 8 


, 4,980 firkins of batter . . 

, 1 ,361 owts. of wool, at 2d, per cwt. 

, 249 owts. of wool, at Id. per owt. 

, 18,517 owts. of potatoes, at id, per owt. - 
, amount received from roll and pan batter, eggs, fowl, vege- 
tables, plants, rent of sheds, fish, &o., 8co. 

,, market oimcil • • . . . 

, Parade onncil - 

,, chum milk ..... 

, miscellaneous oi'ticlea weighed • . - 

, butter scrapingB ..... 


Miscellaneous Receipts : 

To received f^m M. Kcaly, six months’ rent, to 1st August 1888 
,, P. Morrissey, six months’ rent, to 1st August 1888 
„ E. O’Grady, six months* rent, to 1st Marw 1888 
„ Mrs. Timmons, h^-year's rent, ending 29th September 1887 
„ interesc allowed daring period of account ... 


8 0 ' 
5 0 
4 5 
12 0 
0 11 


£ $. d. 

162 15 8 


24 5 5^ 


50 17 5 
18 1 4i 
111 
40 10 U 


159 12 9i 
18 5 101 
53 6 4| 
12 19 6 
0 15 7i 
7 13 10 


573 1 9i 


♦Caloulations oannoc be made of the receipts from above, as the ftiU toll is charged for a part of a owt. weight, 
this explamation I think it right to give, as I understand parties not so understanding have been erroneously 


trying to calcnlate. 
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Os. 


Maintaining the Mwriiot otirf Market Plates. 


By paid Abraham Aloock, half year’s rent of Kiag.Strect Market, 
ending 25th Match 1^8 - - * * * 

Do. do. of Mr. SnlliYan’s part, ending do. 


Less income tas - * • ‘ 

„ Do. Rot. G. R. P. OoUea, half year’s rent out of public 
market, ended 25th March 1888 - 

Less incomo tax ..... 


Ralurios and Wages : 

Bo paid Messrs. J. Dunne and P. Gejuy, auditors, for half-year 
ending 29th Pebruary 1888 - - • _ • 

„ Do. Denis O’Sullivan, seven months' salary os butter in- 
spector 

„ Do. P. J. Dillon, Esq., Borough Treasurer, fees for half-year 
ending 28th February 1888 . . . • 

,, Do. staff expenses during period of account, including, re- 
moving of manure . . . . - 


£ e. 

(L 

20 0 

0 

31 10 

0 

51 10 

0 

1 10 

0 

17 6 

0 

0 10 

0 


2 10 

0 

58 

6 

.8 

25 14 

4 

212 

5 

0 


Printing, Advertising, and Stationery : 

By paid printing, advertising, and stationery during period of 
account 


Miscdlaneons : 

By paid timber, repairing sheds, &c., paint, and other misoella- 
neons cipoDses 


Ouncils and Bburdware : 

By paid Power & Son, repairs to mvkeb and parade ouncils 
,, Do. do. mi^ellaneons hardware account 


8 0 0 
15 0 


Jackets ; 

By paid McBtay Co., three ikieze jackets for porters 
By paid maintaining approaches to public market - 
Taxes : 

By paid income tax assessment for year .... 

,, Du. rates, taxes, on holdings of Messrs. Morrissey, Koaly, 
Redmond, and Grady ...... 

Balance to credit, 31st August 1888 


£ 8. d. 


50 0 0 
16 16 0 


298 16 0 
10 19 7 
10 16 4 

9 5 0 

1 18 9 
75 0 0 

6 15 8 

3 18 1 
89 1 4} 


673 1 9i 


We have examined the Treasurer’s accounts of the Kilkenny publio market from 1st March 1888 to Slat August 
1388, and find that the several payments have been eupportud by adcqoatc vonchen, and the foregoing to be a 
correct statement of the accounts repcctivcry. 


Berongh Treasurer’s Office 2nd October 1888. 


Patmck Davis 1 „ v a j-.. 

P.TMCK GE.lT}®‘’"’"EiAnd,tors. 
Patoicx Rowau, Mayor’s Auditor. 
P. J. Dillon, Borougb Treasurer. 


Kilkesnt Fajb Gbebn. Abstract of Receipts and Diabursemontfl from 1st Sentomber 1885 to 
1st September 1886. 


Db'. 

To received from tolls for year ending 31st August 1886 
„ balance due National Bank at close of ^s account - 1 


£ 8. d. 
452 3 ih 
136 8 2} 


588 11 7 


Oa. 


RenU: 

By Iwlance due National Bank and on Treasurer's hands 31st 
Angnst 1885 

paid one year’s rent due W. H. Flood, Esq., to 25th March 
1886 ... - • . . 

Less income tax, at 8d. • 

„ Do. year’s rent due rep. E. H. Robins to 25th March 1886 
Less income tax, at 8d. • 

Oarried forward « . . 


£ e. 

d. 

£ 

8. d. 



311 

7 3 

43 13 

0 



1 9 

1 



_ 



42 

3 11 

16 18 

8 



0 11 

4 

16 

7 i 
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£ 8 . d. 

' ' ‘ Brought forwai'd 

By paid rcsp. F. Sullivan and Mias MulluklloQ to do. - • ft 0 0 

Iicss income tax, atSd. - - • - • 040 


Treasurer’s Fees, Staff Expenses, &o. : ' 

By paid P. J. Dillon, Baq., Treasurer’s foes for year ended 31st 

August 1880 - - - • • - 22 12 0 

, Do. Messrs. Dunne and Nolan for auditing accounts for year 5 0 0 

„ Do. staff expenses during period of account • • - 44 7 0 • 

,, Do. caretakers’ (Sanphy and Phelan) wages for year • - 44 13 4 


Incidental Bxperrsos : 

By paid carpenter work at sheep i)Ons, paling, ticket boxes, &c. - 4 2 8 

,, timber do. - - - ■ • • • 4 10 8 

„ Do. removing manure from off gi'ccn, repairing "wuIIb, &o., &o. 15 18 3 

,, Do. hardware accounts, oils, paint, iSic., &c., Ac. - - • 6 17 9 

,, Do. income tax uBBesaraout for year - - j - 8 9 8 

„ Do. printing, advertising, and slationery - • - 8 17 3 


Macadamising : 

By paid stones for macadamising ...... 

Oil Lighting : 

By paid P. Casey, 790 gallons of oil per contract for lighting fair 

green 22 4 4 

,, Do. P. Oasey, now lamps, &c. - - - . - 2 17 9 


£ 8. d. 


42 10 3 
20 5 5 


interest : 

By paid to National Bank, interest during period of account 


8 10 
588 11 7 


We have examined the Treasurer’s accounts of the Kilkenny fair green from 1st Scpieiuber 1885 to tho 
1st September 1886, and find that the scvwal payments havo Ijeen supported by adequiiiu TouchcitJ. and find tho 
forogomg to be a correct Btaicracnt of the accounts respeotivoly. 

James DonneI t, i. a t,. 

Joil» NoiiS |Bor<,«gliAEditora, 

John Coyle, Mayor’s Auditor. 

P. J. Dillon, Borough Treasurer. 

Borough Treasnrer’a Office, Octobor 11th, 1886. 


Kilkenny Pair- Green. An abstract of Receipts and DiBbnraenients from let September 1S86 to 
1st September 1887. 

Dk. 


To received from tolls for year ending 31st August 1887 
,, cheque received from baths’ account . . - 

,, balance duo National Bank .... 
On Treasurer’s hands , - 


8. tl. X s. d. 
-Jrl-9 19 9 
30 0 U 

246 10 0 

0 0 8J 

: 246 9 3i 

726 9 0} 


Or. 


Bents : 

By balance due National Bank aud on Treasurer’s hands 1st 
September 1886 ...... 

,, paid half year’s rent due W. H. Flood,- Esq., to 29th 
Soptomber 1886 

Less income tax, at 8fZ. • 

„ Do. year’s rout due rep. E. H. Robins to 26th March 1887 
Less income tax at 8d. - 

,, Do. rep. F. Suilivan aud Miss Mulhailen do. to do. 

Leas income tax, at 8d. - 


Treasurer’s Pees, ataff Expenses, «&o. : 

By paid P. J. Dillon, Esq., Treasurer's fees for year ended 1st 
September 1887 

,, Do. Messra. Dimno and Nolnn for auditing accounts ior year 
„ Do. staff oxi^enses during period of account . - - 

>, Do. caretaker (Phelan) wages foi’ year - . . . 


Carried forward 


136 8 2^ 


21 16 6 
0 14 .6 

1C 18 8 
0 11 4 

6 0 0 
0 4 0 


21 2 0 


16 7 i 


6 16 0 


22 10 0 
5 0 0 
43 9 « 
31 16 0 


0 3 
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Brought forward • 

Incident^ Expenfies : . , , . 

By pMd carpenter work at aheep pena, pailng, ticket boxea, dco. - 
,, timoer for ditto 

,, X)o. removing manure from off green - 
„ Do. hardware accounts, cals, paint, &o., &c., Ac. 

„ Do. inoome tax assessment for year . . . • 

„ Do. printing, advertising, and stationery • 

„ Do. miscellaneona payments . - - - • 

Bapairs to Baths : 

By pud cheques to baths’ account, re recentrepairs 
Stephen IaIof’s Malioions Bijury Olaim : 

By paid Thomas J. Bennett Esq., solicitor, to pay costs awarded by 

the court against traverser . . . • - 

„ Do. same, amount ofhis costs re some . . - • 

Purcell’s Orchard : 

By paid William Piiroell, for surrender of his premises, known as 
“ ForoaU's Orchaid ” - 

Interest : 

By paid National Baulr, interest during period of account 


& t. d. £ e, d. 


2 18 0 

3 7 4 
9 11 3 
5 9 1 

4 6 8 
1 9 0 
1 15 10 

28 17 2 

230 0 0 


10 0 0 
17 8 10 

150 0 0 
7 14 0 


£726 9 0} 

We have examined the Troosurer’s accounts of tho Kilkenny fair green from 1st September 1886 to the 
let September 1887, and Snd that the several payments have been supported by adequate vouchers, and the 
foregoing to be a correct statement of the account. 

James Dunne, 1 ,, , , 

Paikiok Davis, 

Paieick Rowan, Mayor’s Auditor. 

P. J. DilIiON, Borough. Treasurer. 

Borough Treasurer’s Office, 4th November 1887. 


Kukehst Fam Orben. An abstract of Receipts and Disbursements from 1st September 1887 to 
1st September 1888. 


To received from tolls for ^ 


Dr. 

r ending 31st August 


„ balance due National 'Rftnir ... 

„ Cheque outstanding — rent, Purcell’s orchard • 
On Treasurer's hands ... 


£ 8. A. 

£ 

s. d. 

£ «. A. 




473 10 3 


129 

0 6 


8 9 9 
0 0 7i 

8 

9 li 

137 9 7i 




610 19 lOi 


By balance due National Bank mid on Treasurer’s iiands 1st Sep' 
tember 1887 

„ paid OM^or’s rent due W. H. Hood, Esq., to 29th Soptomber 
Less inoomo tax «... 

" 25th March 

Less income tax • - . . 

„ Do. rep. F. Sullivan and Mias Mulhallen do. to do. 

Left) inoome tax - . . . 

„ Do. W. R 5'lopd, half-year’s rent of Poroell’s orchard, 
ending 29th September 1887 - . . ^ 

Leas deduotionB for grand jury cess, poor rate, Ac. 

Treasurer’s Fees, Staff Expenses, Ac. : 

Bj paid P J DUlon E«q., Treiiaarer’B toss fop year ended 1st 
SMtember 1888 - . . . . 

„ Do. Messrs. Davis and (Jsary for auditing aooouuta for year . 

„ Do. staff expenses during period of account 
„ Do. caretaker (Phelan) wages for year - 

Incidental Expenses : 

Bypud^rmoterwinkateleeppOM. paling, ticket bOM«, io. . 

,, famber for ditto 
,, Do. removing manure from off green _ 

„ Do. hardware acoounts, oils, paint, Ac., Ao., Ae. 

,, Do. inimme tax assessment for year • J 

„ Do. printing, advertising, and stationery 
„ Do. miscellaneouB payments 

Carried forward 


43 13 0 

17 2 


16 18 

8 

0 10 

0 

6 0 

0 

0 8 

6 

12 10 

0 

4 0 

3 

23 13 

6 

5 0 

0 

41 8 

9 

31 4 

0 

6 10 

8 

9 14 11 

5 3 

5 

6 15 

0 

7 1 

9 

6 7 

6 

2 IS 

1 


£ 

246 


9. d. 

9 3i 


8 8 

16 6 
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Brought forward 

Bcpairs to Baths : 

By paid cheque to baths’ account • - 

Jnokete: 

By paid !Mj3. Hackett, coat each for caretaker and F. Walsh 


Cattle OuQoil and Bheep Fens ; 

By paid Messrs, rower for erecting and repairing ouncil for 
weighing of cattle ..... 
„ Do. tradesmen and Inbourere at ditto - 
„ Do. same for material and repairs to iron sheep pens - 


New Horse Fair : 

By pud stonecutter, mason, macadamising, levelling, &c. now 
horse fair ... ... 

„ Do. National Bank, interest during period of acoeunt • 


£ s. d. £ e. i. 


. ao 0 0 


2 7 6 


7 10 0 
4 11 10 
4 13 6 

16 15 4 


80 15 8 
7 18 9 


610 19 lOi 


We have examined the Treasurer's accounts of the Hilkeuny fair m'een from 1st September 1887 to let 
September 18%, and find that the several payments have been supported by adequate vouchers, and the fore^ing 
to M a correct sintement of the accounts respectively. 

Patbick Davis T ,, i. • j-. 

P.T.Trr BBiOlY jBo'OOSll Alitot., 

Faxbick Bowab, Mayor’s Anditor. 

P. J. DhIiOB, Borough Treosiirer. 

Borough Treasurer’s Office, find October 1888. 


SuHUAnT o; Ouoss BscEnrs ih uesebct ot thb Mabssts abs Faik Obbik. 

Beceipts for the 3 years ending biat August 1888. 

Average gross recetpH 
for three years ending 
31st August 1888. 


£ s. d. £ s. d. 

Fair Green : 

1886 452 3 4| 

1887 - - - - 449 19 9 

1888 473 10 3 


3)1,375 13 4i 458 11 1| 


Total receipts for the 3 years. 

Market : 

1886 1.039 0 2i 

1887 1,002 5 24 

1888 925 6 6 

3)3,966 10 10 


SuMUABT. — MAlt veT. 


3 W 114 


Tolls: 

1886 

1887 

1888 

£ t. d. 

996 10 2i 

938 18 24 

881 5 2 

£ t. d. 

£ t. i. 


3)2,815 13 7 

938 11 24 


Bents ! 
1886 

1887 

1888 

. 42 4 9 

. 62 5 0 

43 14 6 




8)148 4 2 

49 8 0} 


Diterest ; 
1886 

1887 

1888 

0 6 10 

13 0 

15 3 




3)2 13 1 

0 17 84 

988 16 114 







0 4 
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Tiussnn raoM MiiiKHs iwi Fai* aitira Accookts DVmso Tiikei! Yeabs Bsmso 31si Anousi 1888. 


Pair Green: 

1387. For Bath’a ncconnt 

1887. For FumcH’s Orchard • 

1888. Nil - • ■ ' 


Average for tliroo years - 


Market : 

1886. Nil - • 

1887. For boroagh fund acconnt 

1888. Ditto 


Average for throe years - 


£ 8. d. 

230 0 0 
150 0 0 

;i)380 0 0 
126 13 4 
£ 8. d. 

200 0 0 
75 0 0 

3)275 0 0 

91 18 4 


1J,S65. In connexion with your ordinary duties as 
borough treasurer I believe you ai? the superintendent 
of die markets?— No. iMr. Sullivan is the superinten- 
dent. 

19.866. Have you any duties whatsoever in connexion 
with the markets and fairs P — I have the keeping of the 
books. 

19.867. As borough treasurer? — Yes. For instance, 

each week there is a minute book of the amounts received. 

19.868. Have you got any ])Oiticular committee of the 
corporation maiiuging the markets ? — Yes. 

19.869. What oommittee is that called? — The market 
coiiimitteG, and the fair green committee for the fur green. 
The mayor is ex-officio. chairman of each. 

19.870. You have two different committees? — Yes. 

19.871. "What is the constitution of each? — The mayor 
is ex-officio. Kaih committee consists of eight members. 

19,87-. -^nil the officials connected with the markets 
andi airs are immediately under the control of the members 
of the corporation forming these committees ? — Yes, and of 
the general body of the curponitiun. 

19373. I presume like elsewhere the committee have to 
report generally tc the council P — Yes. 

19,S74. Have you stalls in the markets ? — Yes. 

19,875. An any of these unlet at present ? — Only <ine. 
It is a trifling thing. They ore let by the week. 

19,976. Is your revenue at present at its highest ? — No. 
There is a great decrease 1 should say. 

19,877. Is that owing to the insnSciency of the produce 
brought into the market P— Yes. For instance, the largest 
corn market, and barley is the principal produoe, for the 
largest week in this year was 5,033 barrels, which came in ; 
and if 3 ou go buck to 18/8, ten years ago, we had 9,434 
harrele coming to the market, 'fhat is a decrease in the 
present year of 4,401 barrels. 

19,8/9. Ha\-e you got the particulars of the quantity 
that comes in ever}’ year P — Yes. There is a toll book kept 
of the receipts. I'hat toll book is kept by the clerk in the 
office, and each Monday it is brought to my office and 
transferred to the weekly hook, and that weekly book will 
show you the recei])ts from each commodity. 

19.879. You give the weight and the tolls P— Yes, the 
tolls received. 

19.880. You always keep a record of the quantities of 
wheat, oats, barl^, potatoes, wool, and butter brought into 
the market, and also the anaount ron receive from weighing 
at the ouDcil and from the ffing Street and Judge Street 
market for butter and fowl ? — Yes. 

19,881-2. Do you keep in any way an account of the 
average current prices of these different commodities P— Of 
butter only. It would be impossible to keep it of com 
because the custom is the merchants buy at their offices 
by sample and then it comes into the market to be weighed, 
but at the butler market we keep the prices for each week.” 

19.883. Who makes up the return of the current price? 
— The clerk makes it up and sends it tn my clerk. 

19.884. Is that a perfectly accurate return of the current 
price?— It is perfectly accurate. It is published in the 


newspa^Mr each day following, and we are in the habit of 
sending a copy of it to the merchants who buy. 

19386. Witbin your experience you never heard of any. 
thing being added to the current price in order to induce 

f rodneers to send to the market ?— iNot to my knowledge, 
should mention that I also keep a fowl Ijook. 

19,886. In addition tothediirci-entquantities oftheothn 
commodities, you also kcc|> a return of the quanti^ of fow 
brought into the market P — Yes. 

19,887. ikudofeggap— Yea. 

19,888. And the number of loads of fruit and v^etahles 
brought in P— Yes. 

19,889. Who is it pr-epartss this document? — It is pre* 
pared in my office frem tlic return furnished by the tickeu. ' 

19,890-1. When they weigh butter in the market they 
retain the block of the ticket P — We retain the block of tlie 
ticket and give tlie outer one to the purchaser. 

_ 19,892. So that if the producer loans his ticket you can 
give him a copy of it P — Yes, and sometimes there is a great 
deal of troabU’,'u8 it might be twelve months after they 
would look for it. I would wish to e.xpluin that the average 
profit for the three years is e-xpended in pursuance of the 
2Cth section of the Market Act. 

19,893. This section prondes how yon are to expend the 
profitP — Yes, to transfer it to the Irorough fand com- 
mittee for the purj)ose nf maintaining and improring the 
approaches to tlie market, and that sum did not ever cover 
the expense. 

19,894. However, the surplus profits since the market 
was established has always been e.xpended in accordsDue 
with the provisions of the Act 7 — Y'es, and it does not go 
near maintaining the approaches to the market. 

19,896. Have you anything else to say, Mr. DilloaP— 
No. 

19,896. Do you think the j)reacnt system of charging on 
animols os they enter the Pair green is better than the other 
systein ?— I think so. I think it works better liere than 
charging on each animal sold. 

^ 19,897. Have you liad experience of it elsewhere ?— No. 
There is a charge for removing the manure after the 
fair. 

19,898. Do you dispose of this? — Thci’e is an auction. 
19,899. Does it act as an equivalent for the cost of 
removing it? — It does not. We have horses engaged there. 

19,900. What would y ou say are the average repairs. to 
the fair and maricct ? — 'There are no accounts. 

19,9()1 . Have'^ou any check' on all the men who receive 
money in ounnexion with the markets and fairs? — Certainly. 
The books are brought up and checked at my office every 
evening. Each clerk bos to lodge a docket for what be 
receives during the day. 


. P. M. Egak, Esquire, the Mayor re-examineil. 

19,902. Do you wish to say anything further P— 'IliHrii 
one thing arising out of Mr. Dillon's evidence I wish to 
refer to. These profits are used hy the cori»oration for fl>® 
])ubhc benefit, by developing the mai'kets. For instarco 
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tliis year we opened a tiew fair called the horse fair, for 
horses ; and purchased a site and sjient a good deal of 
money in the preparation of the site, 

19 903. Will the howe fair be hold on n different site 
from’ the ordinary fau-P— A diffei-ent site and different 
enclosure. 

1.0.904. Have you completed the purchase ?— We hare 
actually held fairs in it for' tire last four months. 

19,905. "What is tlie amount of the purchase money P — 
We gave 150f. for the site, and there was expended in 
public money a fund of 2002. more, got up by the citizens 
and otherwise. I'here was mention made of the King 
Street market. That is jmrtion of the general market,, but 
there is a different gate through which certain jiroduce goes 
in. 

I9,90C. You regulate the market by having different 
ons aJlnttcd for each description of commodity P — 
It works well to have milk in one (Mirt, turnips in 
another, and ]xitatoes in another. 

19.907. JSone of the commodities are sold about the 
streets P — Occasionally vegetables are sold at the doors, and 
the corporation express a de.sire to prevent a recurrence of 
that, because the j)eoplo having vegetable stores complain, 
and the corporation at the time themarket was established 
had all the vegetables removed into the market. 'I’he 
people here have been paying a rent since that time, and 
rt would be unfair to allow others vend vegetables before 
doors. 

19.908. Have you a rule prohibiting the sale of market- 
able commodities elsewhere than in the mofket? — ^Yes. 
It. has been in force, and we ere empowered to fine, and a 
notice has been put up threatening a penalty of 4(ls. 
on (Kople for purchasing fowl outside the market, and I 
actually attended the marlcet at 7 o'clock anti fined people 
for inirchasing and selimg fowl. 

19.909. Have you ever heartl complaints of forestalling, 
or Im that been the cause nf your interfering in the ques- 
tion of fowl P — I am sorry to say it is hirgely ai-ailed of in 
hone dealing. Horse dealers generally watch horses 
coming into the fair outside the fair if possible, lielivving 
thst if they catch the proprietor and his horse outside 
they will knock a better bargain out of him than by pur- 
chasing in the open fair. We have been combating that 
by preventing the show of horses on the streets, and com- 
pelling them to go into the fair green. 


Mr. Demis SouLiVAN, Market Superintendent, examined. 

19.910. You are the superintendent of the market? — I 
am butter inspector and market superintendeut. 

19.911. Kindly mention to me the different marketable 
commodities th^ are brought in on Saturday — the 
general market day P — There is wheat, oats, ami barley. 

19.912. All descriptions of cornP — Yes, and fowl of 
every description. Vegetables, milk, hay. ntmw, turni})s, 
and niangolds, and all form produce. Coal, ami butter in 
rolls. 

19.913. Anything else P — No. 

19.914. ,\re cattle lirniight in or calves or pigs P— Tiiere 
are young calves brought Into the market. 

19.915. You have five scalc.s in tha market? — If 
required wo can work five. 

19,91(i. Have you any ouncils in <he market P— There is 
one ouncil in it and one on the Pamile. 

19,917, Is that on the public thoroughfare P — It is on 
the public thoreughfare, but it is not an inconvenience to 
the ]jublic. 

19,818. How is the Parade ouncil utilised P — For weigh- 
ing hay and straw and coal. 

^19,919. You have it t luiy and straw market proper? — 

19.920. ^VhB■e do they expose hay and straw for saleP 
—On the open street. 

19.921. I'hercfore tlie hay and straw market are held on 

the public tboroughfore ? Yes. 

19.922. What charges have you at it? — ^Threepence on 
the load of hay or straw. 

19.923. For weighing? Yea. 

Supposing they exposed a load of hay or straw 
on the pubbe thoroughfare and sold it by bulk and did not 
•soertam the weight, would the corporation seek for tbeir 

I 59796. 


charge £ — I have not done so at any time, but I think it 
would be right to tin so. 

19.925. Has such an occasion ever happened, or have 
they ever sold hay in that way? — It has not come within 
my knowledge. 

19.926. I presume the buyers will not buy except by 
weigbt P — By weight. 

19.927. Do you alwavs ascei'tain at that ouncil the 
exact tare of the cartP— les. 

19.928. You never go by estimation in any way ? — Oh, 
certainly not. 

19.929. Yon actually weigh itP — Yes. No such thing 
08 a tore under any circumstances is given unless the cart 
is weighed. 

19.930. Who hav'e yon in charge of the Parade onneil ? 

— A man named Comoforil. JSupposiug the buyer and 
seller agi-ee to take the cart at affixed weight I give 
directions to the clerk in charge to write in the space 
ivhere the weight of the cart is entered the words '* Cor not 
weighed.” ^ 

19.931. Where the cart is not weigheil, but the buyer 
and seller agree to the weight, you aln-ays take a notn 
and put in "Car not weighed.” and you only give the 
gross weight ? — Yea. 

19.932. In these tickets you give the gross weight, the 
tare, the net weight, descrijition of the goods and the cart, 
the name of the buyer and seller, and the initials of the 
weighioaster P — Yes. 

19,9'i3. Has the one man, Cumoford, to do the duty nf 
weighing and filling up the tickets.® — No. Ho is the 
1 ‘lei‘K. ile has two men to attend to the cars. 

19.934. So that no undue delay is caused by the filling 
in the tickets ? — No, 

19.935. I sujipose I have got tlie receipts from the 
ouncil in the account given by Mr. DfllonP— Yes. 

19,9.36. Is the hay the only commodity that is sold on 
the public thoroughfare ? — Hay, straw, and coal. 

19.937. Do they e.xpose coal, too, for saleP — Yes. 

19.938. In carts P — Yes. 

19.939. Do you charge 3(2. a load ? — Yes. 

19.940. Would you take into consirleration whether it 
was a horse or a donkey load P — If it is a load of coal 
under 10 cwt. the charge is only IJd- 

19.941. 'Fhen you charge on the weight in coal? — 
Yes. 

19.942. If a donkey load of hay came into the market 
would you charge 3(2. ? — Yes. 

19.943. You do not care what quantity is on it ? — No. 
19,914. Is corn aln-uys brought into the market? — 

Yes. 

19.945. The mayor just mentioned that a quantity of 
corn is purohasctl by the merol^nts of the town [»y sample, 
and when such a ciuantity is delivered does it go direct to 
the m<u-cliaute or tlirough your market? — It goes through 
mil’ market to lie weighed. 

19.946. Wliat is tiie charge for weighing corn? — It is 
according to the description oi com. There is §(2. a 
humlred for barley and wlieat, iitkI .jd. a hundred for oats 
and potatoes. 

19.947. You charge per hundred-weight ? — Yea. 

19.948. Supposing a merchant purchased by sample, 
and the corn ivus subsequently delivered to him without 
king wiuglied, would you charge? — He is liable to a 
]jcnalty according to the Market Act. We would not 
permit it. 

19.949. Has a case like tliat occurred 7 — No. 

19.950. Within your memory? — No. It has not 
occurred. 

19,.951. i\ll com has to be weighed at your scales? — 
Ym. 

19,9.52. How many weighmosters have you in the 
market? — I have two permanent weighmasiers. 

19,963. You have a sufllciant clerical staff? — Yes. 

19.954. You give a ticket for the com? — Yes, and keep 
a block. 

19.955. They are printed forms you give ? — Yes. 

19,966. What is the charge on fowlP — A halfiienny a 

]>air for small fowl, and a penny per pair for geesn and 
tnrkoyB 

P 


Printed image digitised by the University ofSoiithampton 1 .ibrary Digitisation Unit 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



114 


19.957. Is that when they entered the market P— Yes. 

19.958. Then yon do not consider whether they are 
subsequently sold or not?— No. 

19,969. It is for entry into the market? — Yes. They 
are not supposed to sell within the pveoinots unless they 
enter the market. 

19.960. But supposing they brought in a p^ of small 
fowl you charge a halfpenny, and a pair of turkeya a 
penny, and if they do not sdl you still retain the charge? 

— Yes. 

19.961. Then it is u charge for entering the market? — 
Yes. 

19,961a. Do they tidse up possession of any stsll? — No. 
They stand in the open market. There is a shed for 
shelter that they can avail themselves of. 

19.962. On vegetables what is your charge? — A. horse 
load of vegetables is 3d. 

19.963. And a donkey load? — 2d., and baskets Id. 

19.964. ^Tiat would be the value of the smallest basket 
of vegetables you have known to be brought in. Would 
that ever be equivalent to 6d. only in value P — Certainly, 
and Is. 

19.965. Wonld they bring io as low as 6d. worth ? — I 
could not say. 

19.966. Did you ever know it ? — Not to my knowledge. 
1.9,967. Did they ever bring in Is. worth or less? — I 

should think they would. 

19.968. Did they ever bring in 9d. worth P — It has not 
come to my knowledge. 

19.969. You would say Is. P — I should say a basket of 
vegetables would be worth Is, or more. 

19.970. On that basket you would charge a twelfth of 
its entire value P — Yes. 

19.971. No matter whether subsequently sold or not P — 
No. 

19.972. It is for entry into the market P — ^Tes. 

19.973. It is compulsory on them to enter the marlcet, 
they cannot go elsewhere P — No. 

19.974. You have a prohibitory regulation to that 
effect ?--Yes. 

19.975. On milk what is your charge? — A penny 
chum. 

19.976. The same observations apply to the milkP — 
Yes. It is chaiged on entering the market. 

19.977. The charge on turnips is for weighing P— Yes, 
3d. a load. 

19.978. Do they ever bring turnips and expose them for 
sale in the market? — ^Yes, 

19.979. Have you then two charges— ooe for weighing 
and another for entry into the market ? — No. For goodQ 
that are weighed there is no toll charged on entry. 

19.980. Are the turnips weighed on the market ouncil P 
— ^They are weighed on the ouncil and sold in the market. 

19.981. When do they pay the charge? — At the time 
of weighing. 

19.982. Coal is sold in the Parade P — Yea. 

19.983. Have you a charge on roll butter P — Yes. 

19.984. What is ttp — Fourteen pounds a Id.; from 
14 to 28, 2d. ; from 28 to 56, 3d. Inere is a halfpenny 
for five pounds and under, and they get a ticket, of which 
we retain a block also. 

19,986. Do you always weigh the roll butfcerP — Ca- 
tainly. 

19.986. It is never sold by bulk? — No. It ia not sold 
to our knowledge. 

19.987. Are these people who sell it retailers? No; 

they are the producers. 

19.988. Do they retail to the public or to the merchants 
of the town P— They retail in the market, and the citizens 
purchase from them there. 

19,089. Ilie private consumers purchase P — ^Yes. 

19.990. Have you a small scales to weigh this butter P— 
Yea. 

19.991. Supposing a private consumer goes in and buys 
a roll of hutta and says I will give you so much and buy 
it by bulk P — He would not be permitted. 

19.992. Then you have a regulation in the market com- 
pelling all roll butter to be weighed before sold P— Yes. 


It may be sold and weighed afterwards, but it must not 
leave the market without being weighed. 

19,09.3. When they ate bringing the butter away do ynn 
ask them to show you any ticket to know whether the 
butter ia weighed or not P — I often check them in that 
way. 

19.994. How do you know it has been wdghed and the 
chaige paid P — There is a ticket fnr every roll wdghed. 

19.995. Do you go around and inspect them? — 1 go 
through the place. It pusses in one gate to be weighed 
and back again, and a party checks ouch roll of butter and 
gets the tariff on it. 

19,096. How can he check the ticket of those who have 
it covered or who may go out some other gate P — Tb^ 
cannot pass out without being checked. 

19,907. What is the charge on young calves? — A 
penny. 

19.0. 98. Is that for entering the market place? — ^Yes. 
19,999. Whether sold or not P — Yea. 

20,(i00. I see wool comes into the market p — Yes. 

20.001. You charge every merchant for wool a special 
tariff P — Yes. 

20.002. Do you know the cause of that special tariffP— 

I do. For instance the merchants who buy wool, when 

S ing it off to the buyer in Ijondon or any part that 
has been previously paid for, and they established a 
special tariff and did not consider it fair to charge them 
as much as the others. 

20,003. What ia the charge on roll butter over 28 
lbs. ? — From 28 to 42 three half-pence, and from 42 up 
to 112 lbs. twopence. 

20,404. If it was over 1 12 lbs. P — It is the same ratio as 
before. 

20,005. The butter market is held on Fridays F — ^Yes. 

20,006. What is the charge on the butter P — 2d, on 
each firkin before 10 o’clock, and 3d. after 10. 

20,007. Yon have a regulation in the market increasing 
the toll on butter after 10 o’clock P — Yes. 

20,008. What rime have you the market open in the 
morning P — At 6 o’clock ia the morning. 

20,009. What number of firkins on an average coma in 
during the season on market day P — ^Perhaps about 350. 

20,010. What hour do the buyers commence to buy?— 
Half-past 11. 

20,01 1 . Have you a regulation to that effect ? — Yes. 

20,012. They (^nnot buy until half-past IIP— They 
can. The butter is genenrily qualified and weighed at that 
hour, and then the bell is rung notifying that the mer- 
chants are ready to buy. 

20,013. But can the merchants buy until the bell 
rings?— They can to be sure. 

20,014. You do not prohibit them? — No. 

20,015. Is it you make the return of the number of 
firkins brought in P — Oue of the clerks makes the return, 
and I check it. 

20,016. Have you coopers employed in the butter mar- 
ket?— No. 

20,017. Is this charge on each firkin as they come in ? — 

I quality them and the salesman weighs them, and tbe 
clerk enters the weight on tbe ticket. 

20,018. Do you taste the butter? Yes. 

20,019. Are the sellers aud producers satisfied with your 
decision P — ^They seem to be. 

20,020. Yon have heard no objection P — It is bard to 
please them. 

20,021. When the buyers are jiurcUasing, do they go 
by the qualitj’ you have denoted P — I should say so. 

20,022. Do they taste it themselves? — ^They do, cer- 
tainly. 

20,023. You nevw heard them dispute the quality? — 
Yes. The buyer will lessen the value as much os he can. 

20,024. Who have you engued in the market beride 
yourself? — ^The market staff. I have men for weighing 
and issuing tickets. 

20,025. When the butter comes in before 10 the charge 
is 2<I. P— Yes. 

20,026. Do you wpigh the buttei’ ? — Yes, and qualify it 
for that. ' 
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20,027- Do drain the butter at all? — Yes, when 
I suspect there is water. 

20.028. Then yon do not drain every firkin P — No. 

20.029. You do not loosen themP — No. 

20.030. You take them in the state they come to the 
market P — Yea. 

20.031. ^Vhen weighing, do you leave the tops onp — 
Certainly not 

20.032. Do you loosen the hoops at oil P — Yes. 

!K),0S3. You weigh no salt or water that is in them P — 

No. 

20.034. Do you take off the hoops P — 1 clean away the 
dirt, and see by the borer if there is any water in the 
firkins, and then drain them if there is. 

20.035. It rests with yourself whether they are drained 
or notP — No. The butter that requires to be drained 
I drain. 

20.036. You do not make it a rule to turn up each 
firkin ? — ^No, nor is there any necessity. 

20.037. But are the buyers satisfied with your work P — 
Certdnly. 

20.038. .411 the firkins must be weighed? — All weighed. 

20.039. Did they ever purchase the butter before it was 
weighed ? — Certainly. 

20.040. And they do so P— They do not at present. 

20.041. Have you a regulation in the market, or have 
the butter buyers a regulanon comfielling each firkin to be 
weighed before it is sold? — Each firkin is supposed to 
be weighed and qualified before it is sold. 

20.042. That is the practice ? — Yes. 

20.043. When you weigh do yoo ever put the weight in 
ch^k on tlic firkin P — Yes. 

20.044. As well as on the ticket P — Y'es. 

20.045. And in return for the ticket 2d. is paid P — Yes. 

I pat the qualification on it with an iron mark. I inscribe 
the quality on the firkin, and that quali^ is written into 
the ticket. The weight of the firkin when weighed on the 
scales is written on the aide with chulk. 

20.046. Therefore they have the quality, the gross 
weight, and the net weight, and the tare as it is branded 
by the cooper? — Y’ea. 

20.047. It is in return fur this ticket the 2d. is paid 7 — 
On entering the market the 2d. is paid. 

20.048. Before anything takes place at all P — Yes. 

20.049. After 10 o’clock the charge is 3d. P — Yea. 

20.050. Supposing a great number came up to tlie 
market, and they all could not get in before 10 o’clock, 
and they were outside in the street awaiting their turn 
to come in, would you charge these people r — 1 do not 
know, 1 would take that advantage if ther happened to he 
in a bulk ontside. I do not think it woutd be fair to take 
that advantage. 

20.051. When you say entering the market, do you 
mean entering the market jiremisea P — Yes. 

20.052. Not entering the street P — They must enter the 
market, and the tolls are collected on the butter when 
entering the market from the street. There is never a 
crush there at that place. 

20.053. They all come in ample time P — Y'es. 

20.054. [ see you have a column in this ticket for 
the price. Is that the contract price between the buyer 
and sdler? — ^Yes. 

20.055. Do you ever ascertain that ? — I do. 

20.056. You keep a return, us Mr. Dillon mentioned, of 
the current prices and the different qualities of butter P — 
Yes. We keep the price, not for the different class of 
butter. For instance, the price in the market for butter is 
112s. If a farmer hns firsts, seconds, thirds, and fourths, 
the mtiic butter is sold at I12s. There is then a de- 
duction. Firkins n eighing three-quarters gross there is 
3s. 9d. each second, and for the third 7s. 6d., and 
so 00. 

20.057. What is the lowest weight you weigh butter 
with? — One pound. All firkins of butter ore weighed to a 
pound. 

20.058. Do you weigh so low always? — Yes. 

20.059. When weighing do you give a cast of the beam 
or turn of the cock P — It is by stanmng beam. 


20.060. Always standing beam P — If a firkin is standing 
beam we look on it os weired. 

20.061. Are the buyers satisfied with that P — Certainly. 

20.062. Is that the rule in the market P — It is. 

20.063. Is that the rule to weigh down to standing 
beam and by down weight P — Yea. 

20.064. How do you weigh wool P— The same way. 

20.066. Down to a pound P — Half a pound for wool. 

20,006. And com P — Com down to a pound wdght 

20.067. U it by standing beam P — We weigh it fine. 

20.068. Are not the potatoes brought here P — Certainly. 

20.069. What is the charge on potatoes? — A half- 
penny per hundred. 

20.070. Supposing a load of potatoes was brongbt in 
what would you charge on the load P — A hal^enny a 
hundred. 

20.071. Then they would have to weigh each individual 
sack ? — No. If there is a load of potatoes loosely in the 
cart we weigh them on the onncil and obarge a halfpenny 
per hundred. 

20.072. How would you ascertain the tare of the cart P 
— When the potatoes are empt^d we weigh the car back 
gain and take it from the gross. 

20.073. Supposing they do not sell all the potatoes how 
is the empty car to be weighed P — 4Vhat would remain of 
the potatoes and the weight of the cart could he taken 
from the sum total. 

20.074. IP they come in bags? — We weigh each sack 
separate. 

20.075. When weighing a sack of potatoes what is the 
lowest weight you weigh with ? — ^The same as corn. 

20.076. Down to a pound P — Yes. 

20.077. Is that the usual and customary way of weighing 
potatoes? — It is. 

20.078. Do you give a cast of the beam P — Nothing hut 
the same as corn. 

20.079. Do you weigh the sack or estimate the tare of 
the sack P — Let the buyer arrange the weight of the sack. 

20.080. You have nothing to do with tiie sack? — 
Nothing. 

20.081. You only give the gross weightP — The gross 
weight for com and potatoes. 

20,032. Is it on the gross weight you ehsrge on 
potatoes? — Yes. 

20,063. On socks of potatoes P — Yes. 

20,084. Y’on ioclcde the sack in your charge ? — Yes. 

20,086. Do you know the practice existing between the 
buyer and seller in ascertaining the tare of the bag P— For 
corn four pounds a sack and for potatoes se\'en pounds. 

20.086. Is that aliowauce or deduction the same in 
different kinds of weather. Wuuld the tare be seven 
pounds if the potatoes were brought in on a reryfine day P 
— I should think it would with the clay. 

20.087. If it was extremely wet and the sack became 
completely saturated writh rain would it he the same? — ^The 
difference would be very little. 

20.088. Would they allow anything e.'rtrap— They may, 
but it did not come within my knowledge. 

20.089. But that seven pounds is supposed to include 
any mud around the potatoes as well as the tare of the 
sack. 

20,050. And it is four pounds for corn P — Yes. 

20.091. You give a ticket for this, I presume P — Y'es. 

20.092. Do you prohibit the sale of potatoes elaewliere 
than in this market place P— There are some potatoes sold 
throngb the town in the shops. 

20.093. Sold by people gomg from shop to shop? — 
There is none of tiiat. 

20.094. Is fish brought here into the market P— Y'es. 

20,096. YVhat is your charge on fish P— For the horse 

load fid. 

20.096. As a reduction is made in that charge there 
must he an alteration in the schedule, because a horse load 
offish was Is. P — Tea. 

20.097. When was it reduced P — It was reduced seven or 
ught years ago to 6d. 

20.098. And a hamper 2d. P — ^Tes. 


P 2 
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20.099. ITiat is a small basket? — A pood size basket. 

20.100. These charges are .as the parties enter the 
market ? — Tes. 

20.101. Supposing they Imd not the 2d., 3d., or hd., 
as the case may be, what course do you adopt?— We often 
permit them to come in; in fact we always do whei'c they 
have not it convenient.-- 

20.102. Has a case occurred where the commodity was 
seized by the toll collector ?— We do not go to that 
ertreuuty. 

20.103. A case of that kind has never occurred P— No. 

20.104. You allow them in P — Yea. 

20.105. And collect the charge during tlie day'P — It is 
not customary to do it, but if there is a parly during the 
week who would not have the charge we permit them in. 

20.106. You have stalls in the market place P — Yes. 

20.107. How do you let these P — According to the 
size. 

20.108. What is the rate P— About 10 foot square 6d. 
and 16 foot squwe Is., and dosed up sheds are Is. fid. 

20,10.9. Whan sort of people rent these from, you ? — 
They are vegetable vendors and potato vendors. 

20.110. Is there any dead meat sold in these stalls? — 
No. 

20.111. Is that sold in the town about the butchers 
shops? — ^Yes. 

20.112. Do the people who bring in" roll hutter 'oh' 
market days corhplain of the close pro-vimity of the eggs, 
fowl, and vegetables ? — No. 

20.113. And that the hutter became deteriorated? — No. 

20.114. Are they sold in different portions of the market? 
—Yes, far apart. 

20,116. Prom what districts do these commodities come? 
— From the country around the city for eight or ten miles 
or mote. Flants come from the County Carlow. 


20, llfi. Have you any duties in connc-xion with the 
fair green P — No. 

20.117. Wliat time do you close the market?— On 
Satiuulay evenings we close at 9 o’clock. . It is open 
from 6 in .tiic morning until 9 during the summer, 
month.s. 

20.1 18. Supposing potatoes are brought into the market, 
must they pay the charge P — No; only those weighed, 

20.119. Supposing they are sold in the mwhet to 
another man, and he retails them, have you a second 
charge P — No, only one charge. There is another matter I 
wish to mention. It is -vvith reFerenc(! to the tolls charged 
on certain commodities hruught to the market. For 
instance, the value of a ih'kiii or hutter is SI. lOs. or. 42., 
and it is weigired and (jualiilud for 'Jil. In other mark^ 
they charge fid., and in the Garrick market the change is 
(id. or ad. 

20.120. What suggestion have you to offer? — I think 
it is too low. 

20.121. You want to suggest an increase in the charge? 
— I think so. It costs a good deal to erect the inorlut. 
The farmers would certainly fight against any inei-ease. 

20.122. You have heard no complaints from those 
frequenting the markets of any mismanagement there, or 
any inconvenience caused to them P — Not a particle. ' 

20.123. "Witness then produced a notice, of which the 
following is a copy : — 

NOT’ICii. .1 -• 

All fii'kins are in future to bo lined with muslin or 
j>ai'chmont. 

After the first Fritlay in September, buyers will be 
allowed to charge fid. on utmh firkin not so lined. 

Bv OnnER. 

The witness also subsequently produced the several 
tickets in use in the markets and the rules in the hatter 
niarket, and of which the following are copies : — ' 


KILKENNY GENER.AL MARKET .ACrr. 1861, 
24 Viet. c. 49. 

Roli. and Pan Butter Market. 


day of November 1888. 

lbs. 

Clerk. 


KILKENNY GENERAL MARKET ACT, 1861. 
24 Vic. cap. 49. 

Potato Ticket. 

No. 349. 

Public MMket_ day of 188 . 

M 

I Stones lbs. 



KILKENNY GENEIUL MARKET ACT, 1861. 
24 Viet. c. 49. 

Roll and Pan Buttbii Market, 


No. 


day of November 1888. 

lbs. 


Clerk. 


KILKENNY GENEIL\L MARKET .ACT, 1861. 
24 Vic. cap. 49. 

Potato Tiokkt, 

No. 349. 

Public Market day of ■ 

M 

1 Stones lbs. 


N.B. — It is reqnested that no gratuity whatsoever will ho 
,1 , given to any of the officials in cnnncc^oi} with 

those Mpfkefs. 
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KILKENNY GENEBAL MARKET ACT, 1861. 
‘24 Viet, c. 49. 

WgioHiSQ Machine. 

No. 397. : 

ToiiH Cwts. Qrs. ‘ L' 
Gniss Wciulit, t : : 

Car Weight, : s 

Net Weight, : : : 

Description of Goodi 

From^ 

To 

We^h Master. 


KILKENNY GENERAL MARKET ACTr. 1861. 
24 Viet. c. 49. 

Weighing Machine. 

N’o. 397. 188 

Tons. Qi's. Lbs. 

Gross Weight, : : : 

Car Weight, : s : 

Net Weight, : 

Description of Goods 

From 

To 

Weigh Master. 



KILKENNY GENERAL MARKET ACT, 1861. 
24 Viot. c. 49. 

Earley Ticket. 


Cora Market, day of 188 


Mr. 


Stones. Dis. 


N.B. — ^No deduotion can be made from the above weight 
by the buyer, except the weight of the bag, tie, or 
fastening. 

BOROUGH OF KILKENNY. 



KILKEN.NY GENERAL MARKET ACT, 1861. 
24 Viet. c. 49. 

Barley Ticket. 

No. 200. 

Com Market, day of 18.8 . 

Mr. 


i Stones. lbs. 


N.B. — No deduetiou can be maile from the above wei^t by 
the buyer, exc^t the weight of the bag,- lie, or 
bistcuiug. 

©T It is requested that no gratuity whatsoever will be 
given to auy of the officials in conoexiuu with 
chose Markets. 

UOEOCGH OF KILKENNY. 


KILKENNY GENERAL MARKET ACT, 1961. 
24 Viet. c. 49. 

WuKAT Ticket. 

No. 200. 

Corn Market. day of ^188 . 

Mr. 

Stones. Ihs. 


N3.-~No dednetion can be made from the above weight 
by the buyer, except the weight of the bag, tie, or 
fastening. 

BOROUGH OF KILKENNY. 



KILKENNY GENER.U. MARKET ACT, 1861. 
24 Viet.c. 49. 

Wheat Ticket. 


No. 200. 

Com Market day of 188 . 


Mr. 


; Stones. lbs. 

1 


Ko deduction can be mode from tbs above weight 

by the buyer, except the weight of the bag, tie, or 
frstening. 

8®" It is requested that no gratuity whatsoever will be 
given to any of the officials in connexitm with 
these Merkels. 

BOROUGH OF KILKENNY, 


r s 
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KILKENNY GENERAL MARKET ACT, 1861. | 


KILKENNY GENERAL MARKET ACI', 1861. 

24 Viet. c. 49. I 


24 Viet. c. 49. 

Oats Ticket. g 

M 

Oats Ticket. 

No. 200. 1 


No. 200. 

Com Market day of 188 . « 


Com Market day of 188 

Mr. 1 

m 

Mr. 



K.B.— No deduetiou can be made from the above treight 
by the buyer, except the. weight of the bag, tie, or 
fdsfening. 

BOliOUGH OF KILKENNY. 


N.B. — No ilcdiiotion cun be made from the above weighl 
by (ho buyer, uxeept the weight of tho bag, tie, or 
fastening. 

It is rc«iueHied that no gratuity ivhatsoevor will be 
given to any of the oflicials in coiiueotion with 
those Markets. 

BOROUGH OF KU^KENNY. 


KILKENNY GENERAL MARKET ACT, 1861. 
24 Viet. c. 49. 

Butter Market, 

No. 200. 


Public Market day of 188 • 

Mr. 

Residence 



N.B.— It i* requested that no gratuity whatsoever will be 
given to any of the Officials in connection with 
these markets 



KILKENNY GENERAL MARKET ACT, 1861. 
24 Viot. 0. 4!). 

Buiter Market. 

No. 2(K). 


Public Market , day of 188_: 

Mr. 

Residence 



N.B. — It is requested that no gratuity whatsoever tvill be 
given to any of ^o Officials i« connection with 
these markets. 
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KILKENNY GENERAL MARKET AC3T, 1861. 
24 Viet. c. 49. 


Wbiguing Machine. 


KILKENNY GENERAL MARKET ACT, 1861. 
24 Viet. c. 49. 

Weiqhino Machine. 



KILKENNY GENERAL MARKET ACT. 1861. 
24 Viet. 0 . 49. 

Wool Mabkbt. 

No. 200. 

I, King Street day of 188 



KILKENNY GENERAL MARKET ACT, 1861. 
24 \^ct c. 49. 

"Wool Market. 



No. 200. 

King Street 


day of 188 


Mr. 

I Cwts. Ora. Lbs. 



N.B. — No deduction am he made from the above weight 
by the buyer, except the weight of the beg, da, or 
fiiitetiiiig. 

BOROUGH OF KILKENNY. 




N.B.— No deduedun can be made from the above weight 
by the buyer, except the weight of the tie, or 
fastening. 

1^^ it is requested that ao gratuity whatsoever will be 
pven to any of ibo officials in connexion with 
those Iidaikets. 


KILKENNY HRKIN BU'fTER MARKET. 

rhe following rul s have been adoutecl by tbe Kilkenny 

wrpoiation : — 


Cuts. 

1st. That tbe cut in a firkin 56 lbs. gross or under, be 

i. 6d. 

2nd. That the cut in a firkin 67 lbs. to 84 lbs. gross 
incltuive, be 3s. $d. 

3rd. That the cut in a firkin 85 lbs. to 112 lbs. gross 
inclusire, be 5s. 


Tabes. 

4lh. That tares disputed be settled by ** proof tare ” 

5th. T^t t^e^re from block be branded with Cooper’s 
name on each firkin. 

6th. That 1 lb. super.tore be allowed on each firkin84 lbs. 
gross and under ■, and 2 lbs. on 86 lbs. and all 
above 85 lbs. gross. 

The toll on firkins will be : — 2i. before 1(1 o’clock ; 

3d. after 10 o’clock. 

l yy Buying to commence shup each day at 11.1H) o’clock, 
inunediately ti the ringing of the market bell. 

P. M. Egan, 

July let, 1887. Mayor. 

J:* 4 
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Mr. Patrick Seomokd, Borough Inspector, 
examioed. 

20.124. Tou arc the borough inspector P — ^Yes. 

20.125. You have duties to perform m connexion with 
the fiur green P— Yes. 

20.126. What is the nature of the duties?— To pronde 
a staff for working the green, and superintend the staff and 
open the gates in the morning. 

20.127. What hour does the fair usually begin P— The 
gates are open. They vary in summer time. They are 
opened as early as half-past 4 o’clock, that is the cattle 
fair. 

20.128. What description of animals are brought hwe 

to this green P — Sheep, cattle, and pigs. 

20.129. Are pigs brought on cattle fair days? — ^Yes, 
small pigs in cr^s. 

20.130. What else? — Horses. 

20.131. Ate horses brought on fturdaysP — ^Yes, tothe 
special horse fair. 

20.132. On the second Wednesday in each month P — 
T’es. 

20.133. On the same far green as the cattle are disposed 
ofP — Yes; but it is a separate enclosure and a separate 
hone fair. 

20.134. The one fair green is divided into two sections ? 

— Yes. ’ 

20.135. And one portion is allotted for horses? — Y'es, 
hat one opens into the other by gateways. 

20.136. A return is kept of the number of cows and 
calves, sheep, small pigs, &c., in fact every description of 
.■vnimal ? — Yes. 

20.137. Do you ever ascertain the current prices of these 
different aniraalsP — No. 

20,139. For curiosity even ? — No. 

20.139. These accounts produced are furnished to the 
borough treasurer, and he keeps them in his office P — Yes, 
and tolls are levied by ticket. 

20.140. You say you hare it open at 4 o’clock in ^e 
momiug ? — Y’es. 

20.141. And they commence to buy and sell at that 
hour? — They can. 

20.142. There is no restriction ? — No. 

2i),143. What is the toll on sheep P — Halfpenny for 
siieep. 

20,144. Is that as they are entering the fair green or 
when thCT are going out P — Before they go into the fait 
green. They have to get a ticket at the box. 

21), 145. How many gates are there to the fair green ?— 
There are four opened each morning. 

20.146. Yon have men stationed at each P— A man with 
a haversack, and helpers to take the tickets. 

20.147. Have you men stationed at each to take tickets P 
— No. 'Ihe box is some distance from the gate at the 
entrance, and the man in the box issues tbe ticket. 

20,1 18. Supposing there was a large number of sheep, 
would one ticket be necessary for the lot P — Yes. 

20.149. Do the same observations apply to the horses 
and other description of animals, cattle, bonhams, and 
pigs ?— Tes. If a man had 12 pigs lie would get a ticket 
for 10 and two. 

20.150. The charge on cattle is 2d. P—Tes. 

20.151. Yearlings? — Altf. 

20.152. Fat pigs a Id. ? — Yes. 

20,ln2a. Bonhams are a ^d. each ? — Yes. 

20.153. A load of small pigs containing six or upwards ? 

20.154. Supposing there were five ?— It would be 2id. 
20,165. For every horse 3d. P — Yes. 

20,1.'>G. Standings 6d. ?— Yes. 

20,167. Asses P— A Id. There is an extra charge for 
the horses that go into the paddock. That is a charge 
where leaps are provided. “ 

20,1.58. When the animal is sold in the market or fair 
do you collect these tickets coming out P— They must give 
them up going into tbe fair. ^ 


20,1.')!). Tlien you have no duties whatsoever to perform 
in rdation to these people, but kee]> order when they enter 
the fair green P — Yes. 

20.160. There is no charge going outP — ^None. 

20.161. Are they perfectly satisfied P — I have heard no 
complaint. 

20.162. Tliat charge must l»e jmid whether they snb- 
aequently sell the animal or notP— Yea. 

20.163. Do you think that system of paying on esoh 
animal os they enter the fur green is better than having a 
larger toll on each animal when sold as they are brought 
away, as exists elsewhere P — I do not know how you could 
collet it at all. 

20.164. Do not you know that practice prevails very 
much — in fact it is a surprise to find the other practice 
exists here. At present you have heard nc objeciionB to 
the existing system here P — None. 

20.165. Would you say any groat per-centage of tbe 
animals brought to the fairs arc sold P — I would say so. 

20.1 66. Could you give me any idea of the ]>er-cenlage P 
— could not. 

20.167. Yon keep this return of the number coming in 
by ticket P — Yes. 

20,166. Are there any salcsmaatcrs in the market or 
fair, or have you any rules regulating the sale through the 
solesmasters f— No. 

20.169. The former can sell to whom ho pleases? — ^Yes. 

20.170. Do salesinastcrs attend P — No. There are 

what are callod cattle dealers or jobbers. 

20.171. Do they buy and sell themselves ? — Yes. 

20.172. They never sell os agents for otliers P — No, they 
do not. 

20.173. Is this fair very well attended P — Yes; thwart 
large fairs. 

20.174. Wliereisthe ouncil or weighbridge erected in 
tbe fair green ? — It is on tbe cattle fair, about the centre 
of the fair green, 

20.175. And if they wish to weigh, you have a man in 
charge of that? — Yes; there is a man there, a clerk and 
assistant, if necessary. 

20.176. If they wish to ascertain the weight of sn 
animal, you charge the additional sum fixed ? — Yes. 

20,177- Is it the stipulated charge? — Yes, by Act of 
Parliament. Wo have got a copy of it printed, and hung 
up at the ouncil. 

20.178. I suppose the fair green is cleaned always after 
the fairs P — Yea. 

20.179. Do yon prohibit the sale of cattle on tbe roads 
outaide the fair green P — Yes. We have the mayor's 
bailiff and another man employed solely to do that. Be 
is paid at each fair for attending to that business. 

20.180. Supposing a farmer was coining from one of the 
country districts with some animals to the fair, and he 
effecteii a sale on the road before reaching the fair green or 
the box, would you seek for any charge on behalf of the 
corporation P — We would if wo could find ont that tbe 

was effected. 

20.181. Has a cose of that kind occurred P — Yes, in case 
of horses. We have detected that. Wo have a staff of 
men outaide the approaches. As the mayor mentioned, 
they loiter outside for a considerable time before they go 
into the fair green. 

20.182. Within what limits would the corporation be 
entitled to demand this charge? — Within tne borough 
boundary. 

20.183. You would not seek for it if a sale were effected 
\vithout the borough bounda^. I do not think we would. 
We would have no jurisdiction. The caretaker resides on 
the fair green. 

20.184. How is the fair green used between fairs P— It u 

macadamised. , 

20,186. Does grass grow on any portion of it r — Only 
the paddock of the horse fair. 

20,186. Have you any Buggestions to make P— -None. 
20,187f Have you ever heard any complaints in r^Ufion 
to the fairs P— None. • 
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J. E. Ks^ BALLY, Esq., Town Clerk, examined. 

Ou.lBd. You ai-e the Town Clerk of Kilkenny ? — Yes. 

SO.lf'J). When wus the corporation estahlishcd P — It was 
fsUblished under the Municipal Reform .\ct. 


Have you suggestions to u£'er, or any furtbr.r 
mformation to give about the markets and fairs here?— 
-No. You have got ail the information that it was pessible 
to get. 

20,l!ll. Is there any other gentlcinau who has any 
obsei vations to make ? — Xo aasTrt!. 


The inquiry then closed. 


CAPPA WHITE— COUNTY TIPPERARY. 


"With reference to my inquiry in Cappawkite on tlie 14th November 1888, 1 beg to 
report as follows : — 

Cappawhite is an inland town, in. the county of Tipperary. It is some five miles 
from tho nearest railwfw station. It is a small town, and the trade is purely in 
agricultural produce. The houses are small and of a poor description. The local 
goverament is vested in the Board of Guardians and Grand Jury. The population 
is 629. 

There is no special market day in Cappawhite, owing to its isolated position, but 
when any maj-ketablc commodities are brought into the town they are usually weighed 
on the weighbridge. No beam and scale is provided. 

The fairs aie held on the 19th January, 14th February, 19th March, 16th April, 
9th May, 4th June, 27th July, IGth August, 29th September, 18th October, 16th No- 
vember, and 21st December. A. pig fair is held on the day previous to the ordinary 
fairs. 

Tolls are levied at all the fairs. 

A toll-board is erected for public inspection, and a weighbridge has been provided. 

The tolls are the property of a Mr. Timothy Crowe, Cappawhite, who purchased on 
the 24fch August 1872, from a Mr. Browne, for 1,000Z. 

The PubKc Records do not disclose any patent for Cappawhite. but one was granted 
for Cappagh, after which it is called. This is the patent referred to by Mr. Dowling in 
his evidence. It is dated Stk July 1729 (3 George II.), and authorised him to hold a 
Wednesday market and five fairs, viz., — 29th May, 2Gtk July, 18th September, 
5th November, and 21st December. The fairs on the 14th February, 9th May, 
4th June, 27th July, 29th September, 16th November, and 21st December have been 
held for a great length of time. The fairs on the 19th January, 19th March, 
16th April, and 16th August were established about 30 years ago, and the fair on 
the 18th October about 20 years ago. 

No express authority seems, therefore, to have been granted for the fairs on the 
19th January, 14th Februaiy, 19th March, 16th April, 9th May, 4th June, 27th July, 
16th August, and 18th October. 

In accordance with my insti’uetions I have inspected the fair green, &o. 

There is no w'eekly market in Cappawhite, nor any market at all except the days 
before the fairs. If commodities axe to be disposed of during the ordinary days of the 
week, the people of the surrounding districts bring them to tke shopkeepers and dispose 
of them by private contract. An attempt to establish a butter market was made by 
the tpvnspeoplo, and a shed was erected in the centre of the square, — a large space in 
the middle of the principal street, — ^but the project resulted iu failure, and the shedding 
is being allowed to full into ruins. 

The fairs are held in a green, and also on the streets. This green is about two acres 
in extent, and is partially enclosed, and approached by a narrow laneway which skirts 
the entire green on one side. There are no sheds or pens provided for the accommo- 
dation of those frequenting the fair. 

If small pigs are brought to the fair in a cart a standing chm-ge of tenpence is 
levied, w'hether the pigs are subsequently sold or not, but if they ai-e subsequently sold 
they have to bear an additional charge of threepence each. Iu tho first instance the 
Seller has to pay the charge, and in the latter case the person in possession of tho 
animal. 

Appended will be found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

John J. O’Meara, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Dublin. Assistant Commissioner. 


1 S9796. 
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Cappawhite, November 14th, 1888. 


Mr. I’lMOTUY Crotb cxamiflcd. 


20.192. .‘ire you tbs owner of the tolls and customs of 
Cappawhite ? — Yes. 

20,1.93. You produce this conveyance dated the 2-JtU 
Aujfust lt<72, tts llie deed conveying the proi«irty to you ? 
— Yes. 

20.194. Who was Mr. Brown, the grantor in this con- 
Teynnce P — He was an Englishman. 

20.195. Was he the pi-ovious lienefioial owner ? — Y'es. 

20,190. You do not know under what authority he con- 
veyed this to you, or on what authority he held them P — 

I do not know. I was not the previous owner of the 
market at all. 

20.197. He was the ownerP — Yes. I was paying him 
rent. 

20.198. Would you have any objeetion to mention the 
pnrcl^se money ? — Not the least. It was 1,0001. 

20.199. You paid 1,0001. for the tolls berep — ^Yes. 

20,2(.K3. The witness then produced on indenture dated 

24th Au^st 1872, whereby Tliomas Beale Brown assigned 
to Timothy Crowe all that and those tlie piece of ground 
commonly known os the fair field of Cappawhite, and also 
the market house or shed now standing in said village, 
together with the tolls and customs of C^pawhite, and all 
rents, issues, emoluments, and profits arising therefrom, 
and the right and power to sue for and recover and receive 
the tolls and customs of Cappa for ever. There are no 
special covenants. 

20.201. {AisistaTit ConunissioHa'.] Are tliese subject to 
any annual charge, Mr. Crowe ?— No, only the quitrent. 

20.202. Whet does that amount to in the yeoi' P — 
11. 2s. 

20.203. (The deed recites the conveyance dated the 
20th February ISS3, from the Judges of the Encumbered 
Estates Court, to Thomas Beale Brown of the customs as 
well as of the property.) 

20.204. (Assistant Commissioner.) What is the market 
day here, or have you any market day set olf, for the sole 
of marketable commodities P— No, only the day previous to 
the fair day. 

20.205. Is there never a weekly market? — No weekly 
market. 

20.206. What fairs are here P — There are 12 fairs. 

20.207. When are they held? — On the I9th January, 
I4tb February, 19tU March, ICth April, 9th May, 4th June, 
27th July, I6th August, 29th September, 18li October, 
16th November, and 21st December. 

20.208. Are tolls levied at all these fairs ? — ^Y’es. 

20.209. W ere any of these established since you obtained 
that conveyance iu 18/2 ?— No. 

20.210. They were always held previous to that?— 
Yes. 

20.211. Y’ou were the lessee previous to obtaining that 

purchase deed?— Well, I was collecting before I bought 
them. ° 

20.212. How long are you connected witli the fairs ?— 
My father liad them. 

20.213. How far does your own recollection extend as to 
tne management here P Wereyou managing in yourfather’s 
time?— I was. 

20.214. Do you remember having work to do in con- 
neiioa with them for the last 30 years P— I do. 

M,215. Then your recollectihn is that there were never 
a less number of fairs than 12 P— Never. There was a 
new fair my father got, that was the 18th October. 

20.216. When was that established P— I do not know. 

20.217. Could you give me any date .“—About 20 years 

ago or more. ■' 

20.218. Previous to that there were 11 fairs held?— 


-0,219. Do you remember when there were less than 11 
—I never remember less than 11. When my father too 
the place there were only five old fairs in it- 

S0.220. Wbst ra tee fireP-The 16th Novembe 
Slat Detember, 4tb June, «7tb Jnly, and 29th Septembet 


20.221 . Do you know tlie year, or could you go as Dear 
as possible to the year, when yuur father obtained these 
other fairs P — 1 could not. I do not remember. 

20.222. How long ago is it; is it 50 years ago P—U h 

and longer. ’ 

2i),223. At one time, then, there were only five fiiirs held 
there P — I do not know. 1 could not tell you th^. My 
brother states there were. 

20.224. You do not recollect less than fivep— I do not, 

20.225. Nl'cro the other six fairs established by your 
father? — Yea. 

20.226. Were they brought in from surrounding places 
when ho obtained control iicreP — I think he brought 
them in from time to timu. 'There were only five furs 
established when my father took them. 

20.227. The other six were not established at the saint 
period P — They were not. 

20.228. You could not give me any idea of when the last 
six were established P — No. They were established from 
year to year. 

20529. Have you got a toll-lmord erected P — ^Yes. 

20.230. Have you got it here P — Yes. 

20.231 . Witness proiluccd tlic toll-board, of which the 
following is a copy i— 


ScHEUULK ov 'Tolls. 


Every cow 

£ 

- 0 

B. d. 
0 6 

Every 2 year old - 

■ 0 

0 G 

Every yearling 

- 0 

0 4 

Every weanling 

- . . - 0 

0 3 

Every mare gelding 

- 1) 

1 0 

Fivery covered standing - 

. 0 

0 10 

Every high standing - 

. () 

0 10 

Every Rat atanduig 

- 0 

0 4 

Every pig hawker 

. (I 

0 3 

Every cor - - 

- 0 

0 10 

Every tent 

- 0 

5 0 

Every sheep, lamb, or goat 

. 0 

0 1 

Every car-load of wool 

. 0 

1 0 

Every sire 

. 0 

2 6 


The above are the rates cboi'gcd u[>on all animals sold. 

'Timothy Ciiowb, 

Toll Collector. 


20532. Are these the tolls yon levy at the 12 fairs ?— 
Yes. 

20.233. When these fairs w’cro first established, these 
additional fairs, were they ever toll free, or when your 
established tlicni, did he afterwards levy a toll P — Yes, since 
I came over the place. 

20.234. Are these the tolls you have been always ia the 
liabit of collecting at the fairs P — Yea. 

20.235. You made no altwation — No alteration; only I 
put on 2ff. 6d. for entires, so that they wimld not bo 
interfering with the horses. 

20536. Why did you put that half-crown on ?— For the 
entire horses. They were interfering with the cattle. 

20.237. When did you put that half-crown on P— Ten 
years ago. 

20.238. It was with the intention of prohibiting the expo- 
sure of these in the fair P — Yea. 

20.239. Docs it act as a probihitory charge ? Are they 
brought here at all now P — ^Thoy bring an oM one. 

20.240. Do the people who own the animals consider 
the 2». 6d. a oharoe that prohibits them from coming in 
here P — Some of them do not. They come ia. 

20541. Previous to the levying of this charge, did they 
come in any great numbers? — ^"Thcy did not since that 
charge was lened. 'They consider that it wos a little bit 
high, and they would sooner stop outside. It was for that 
purpose I put it on. 

20542. Where are the fairs lield P — They are held in tb* 
fair green here below and in the street. 

20.243. Is this fair green you have enclosed P — It is not 
enclosed. 

20.244. Is it a common P — It is a commonage. 

20.245. Is it your own private property P — It is my 0*® 
private property, but there is a house on it. 
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:KI,246. Does the house belong to youP — It does. 

20 ^ 47 . Do the public exercise any riglits- over that 
common between fans P — It is partly enclosed. It is there 
for everybody. 

20, ’248. Have you got a weighbridge erected? — Yes. 

20.249. When did you erect the weighbridge ? — On the 
9th May. 

20.250. What was tlie coat of it P — It cost mo, I suppose, 
about 40/. 

20.251. It is capable of weigiiing cattle ? — Yes. 

20.252. Have you weighed many P — I did not weigh any 
cattle. 

20,25.3. What charge do you levy P — I do not charge 
anything. 

20,2.34. Supposing they did come in, what charge do you 
levy ? — I can give you tlic charge. It is 2d. by the Act of 
Parliament. 

20,256. Yon know the statutable charge P — Yes. 

20.256. These charges you leave at the furs are the 
charges only on the animals actually sold and as they are 
leai'ing the fair green P — On the animals sold. 1 do not 
get anything for the animals coming in. 

20 . 257 . What do vou call the fair green ? Is H on the 
animals brought to the fair green or to the town of Cappa> 
white you charge? — They stead on the streets and every- 
where, and on every animal bought I charge. 

20.258. Tiic exposure of the animals is not confined to 
the fair green P — ^They have the accommodaMon ot the 
streets. 

20.259. Have they always been held in that manner? — 
Y'es, within my recollection. 

20.260. And, to the best of your belief, you recollect for 
the last 30 years P — Yes. 

20.261. They are held between this common and the 
streets P — Yes. 

20.262. Have tou any storage or shelter accommodation, 
or stdls or pens P — No. 

20.263. Could you name the di£erent description of 
animals brought here and e-xposed for sale? — Cattle, eheep, 
horses, pigs, goats, and donkeys. 

20.264. Are there any standings at the fairs? — ^There are. 

20.265. What description of standings P — Some of them 
covered and some of them not. 

20.266. Do clothes-dealers erect standings here on fur 
days P— They do. 

20.267. Could you describe the commodities exposed for 
sale on them P — Sweets and onions and apples. 

^,268. Do not they expose furniture, wheels, or any- 
thing like that, or any wooden ware P — No. There is a 
charge for dreuses. 

20.269. On every cow you charge 6d. P — Yes. 

20 . 270 . That is only on the animal sold when leaving 
the IWrP — Yes. 

20 . 271 . Within what limits do you think your jurisdic- 
fion extends for the collection of the toll? — I could not 
say. I suppose it extends about an English mile. 

20 . 272 . From where P — Here around the town. 

20 . 273 . Supposing a former was coining in from the 
country on tne morning of a fair, and coming along the 
road he effected a sale of the animal, would you seeic for 
your chargeP — 1 cannot be decided on that. 

20 . 274 . If it came to your knowledge, would you seek 
for your charge? — 1 would. 

20 . 275 . Ko matter what distance away the sale was 
effected? — I could not say that. 

20.276. Has a case of that kind ever occurred? — No, it 
has not. 

20,277- You levy no charge on the animals as they are 
coming in ?— No. 

20,27B. For a two-year-old you charge 6d. Is that the 
same as for an ordinary cow ? — It is. 

20 , 279 . A yearling 4d.? — ^Yes. 

20^80. Do they ever complain of that charge on the 
yearling ? — No ; I did not hear anyone complain of it 

20,^1. And 3d. on an animal under a yearling? — ^Yes. 

20.282. Do they ever complain of a charge of 3d. on a 
calf?—No. 

20.283. You never heard any complaints yourself ? — ^No. 
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20.284. Has it come to your knowledge that complaints 
have been made? — No. 

20.285. For every mare you charge Is. ? — Yes. 

20.286. These are the charges you levy? — Yes. 

20.287. And you receive them ? — Yes. 

23.288. For every co^'ered standing lOd. 7 — Yea. 

20.289. Where would these standings be erected? On 

tile streets. They have a green there, but ihcy do not stop 
in that place. 

20.290. Every high standing is Cd. What would you 
call a high standing 7 — That is a high standing which is 
not covered. 

20.291. Every flat standing is 4d. Would that mean a 

board stretched on a couple of barrels? Y'es. 

20.292. What would they sell on that flat standing? 

Cakes, and things like that, 

20,2.03. Do they bring fish here? — Very seldom. 

20.294. But if they do, do yon ever collect a toll of Ad. 
if the fish were exposed on a flat standine: ? — I do not 
think I could. 

20.295. They do not all bring cakes and sw'eetmeats, and 
things like that ?— No ; they bring onions. 

20.296. What would be the I’slue of the entire stock of 
a person hanng a fist standing of onions 7 — I could not 
aiy that. 

20.297. Would the whole amount to half-a -crown ? — 
Y'es ; they would bring in a cart-load. 

20.298. Supposing they brought in a cart, and they took 
the horse from underneath the cart, and left that 'as a 
standing, what would you charge for that, or would it come 
nadcr the head of a high standiug? — We generally charge 
for the space they take up. 

20.299. What is the amount you levy on a cart if it 
stood in the street on a fair day? — I would put on lOd. on 
that. 

20.300. Y'ou take that as a covered standing? — If a man 
brings in a cart-load of onions, 1 charge lOd. going out for 
the curt. 

20.301. When do you collect that standing charge? — 
When they are going out. It is not easy to collect it. 

20.302. Do you ever go around and collect it when they 
come in and take up their positioo? — Ido not, because I 
consider the people would not have the money, and then 
whatei'er chance I would have of getting it is when they 
would be going borne. 

20.303. For every one pig you charge 3d. ? — Y'es. 

20.304. And a hawker 3d. ? — Yea. 

20.305. For eveiy oar lOd. P — Yes. 

20.306. For every tent 5*. — Yes. 

20.307. Do they erect any tents?— They do not erect 
them now, but they used to erect them. 

20,303. When they did erect them, used they be charged 
5s. ?— Y'es. 

20.309. For every sheep, lamb, or goat you charge Id. ? 
— Y'es. 

20.310. Is wool brought here ? — It is not lately, but it 
used some time ago. 

20,.311. When you are coUeotiog these standing charges 
at the fairs, if a person refused to pay you, would you seize 
the article they would have on the standing? — I suppose 
they would. 

20.312. Have you ever done soP — I have not ever 
done so. 

20.313. Have any of your men ever done so P — I do not 
believe they have. 

20.314. Did you ever hear they did so ? — I did not. 

20.315. That is levied distress for the toll P— W ell, I did 
not, but thqr may have done it. 

20.316. Do yon ever hear complaints made that they do 
so P — I did not. 

20.317. Now, supposing they bring some honhams in a 

cart say a dozen — would it be on the cart you would 

cho^e ? — On cart ; but if they do not sell the bonhams 

I charge nothing for the bonhams, but 1 charge for the 
cart HW. 

20.318. If they brought in, wo will suy, right honhams 
in the cart, you charge lOrf. on the cart as a standing? — 
Y'es. 
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2<),319. If tQB bunhamsweie sold, would you levy 
on each Roiog outP — Yes. 

20,320. So that when they sell there are two charges 
jiayable, that is, lOrf. for the standing of the cart, and 3o. 
each pig going out? — Yes. 

20.3J1. In the first case the seller pays the charge?— 
Y'es. 

2fl,322. And the buyer pays the second charge?— Yes. 

20.323, Did they erer complain uf that? — ^They wonld 
he talking. 

20, .324. Y’ou have heard no complaints? — I did nytj 
they generally get the charge for luck. 

20.325. When the sale has been effected is it customary 
for the seller to give a luck-penny on the sale of pigs to 
the buyer? — Yes. 

20.326. Is the amount fixed ? — ^It is not fixed, hut they 
generally keep 6d. a honlum. Then I saw a Limerick 
man who would not take less than 6d. from any man. 

20,327- Would you say the 6rf. is fixeil hero ? — Yea, W. 
for luck. 

20.323. Tliere is no fixed charge on the ordinary cattle, 
such as a horse or a cow, when sold ? — No. 

20.329. The luck-penny in that case is left to the dis- 
position of the seller ? — It is. 

20.330. You have known cases where no such thing has 
been given ? — ^Tbere is no man but gives a luck-penny. 

20.331. What would be the smallestnumberofbnnhams 
they bring in a cart, or have you known them to bring in a 
run ? — They might bring three or two. 

20.332. Supposing they bring three bonhams, what 
woidd be the value of each honhom ? — That is according 
to-the price. The prices might be high to-day and down 
to-morrow. 

20.333. When they were down, what, within your re- 
collection, was the smallest price for a bonbam P — I often 
saw bonhams selling for 5s. 

20.334. Supposing a cart with three bonhams was 
brought in, would it have to bear the standing charge of 
10d,and the bonhams were subsequently sold, would 
there be a further charge of 3d. on eacli honhsm? — Y'es. 

20,336. That is, Is. Id. would go to you out of the 16s. P 
— Yea. 

20.336. Have you any pig fair on the day previous to 
the ordinary cattle fair ? — We have. 

20.337. I'ben you have 12 pig fairs ? — Yes. 

20.338. When were these established P — They sre going 
after the fairs always. 

20.339. When the ordinary fairs were established the pig 
fairs were started at the same time ? — Yes. 

20.340. Do you ever keep any account of the number of 

catde and different animals brought into these fairs P I 

do not. 

20.341. Where have you your custom gaps P— I just 
have them outside the fw. 

20.342. On the outskirts of the town ? T'es. 

20.343. Howmanyof these custom gaps ore there? 

Four. 

20.344. How many men do you have at each P— 'Three 
men at each. 

20,346. Then you have about 12 men altogether em- 
ployed in addition to yonr own labour P— Y’es. 


20,352. Do Ufit you keei) any account of wlmt you 
receive ? — I do not. 

20.35.3. When you go home from the fair ?— There srs 
some fuira I woiilil nut receive 10/. and more fairs ‘20/. 

20,:i54. Wlnit i.s the m<»at you have received P— I did not 
keep an entry of it. 

20,355. Do not yoti enter it in a book P — No. 

20.. 'i.5fl. At nil events, at a fiiir you have never realiscil 
less than 10/. P — 1 have. 

20.. 3.57. WliaL was the lowest amount you received ?— 
The 9th May I received bl. ur (>/,, and at a good fair on the 
4th June I received twice as mnoli as that, 

20,;i.68. Wlmt is the largest amount you have received st 
a fair P — 1 suppoae about 40/. 

20.36!). Wlmt luii' would tlmt be at? — The ICth NV 
vember. 

20.. ’Wi0. You would say, then, you have received about 
20/. on an average P — Yes. 

20.. 'M»1. Within the last miinber of yeorsP— .Yes. 

20,362. You would not say you have received more than 

200/. a year? — I would not say more. 

20.36.3. Tlmt is jwofit over and uliovc your cxiisnsEs and 
the payment of .’k. to each of 12 men ? — Yes. You know 
yon will hare one good fair and another bad fair. 

20.364. Do the firmers ever bring their cattle here the 
night before the fnirP — ^Thcy do sometimes. 

20.365. Wlierc do they put thorn up ? — They go around 
the village, or bring tliuiu lo me, anil I give them a stand 
for tlio cattle. 

20.366. Wlioro P — For any dealing man I would take 
them up to my own place. 

20.367. You have a fui-m P — Yes. 

20.. 'iG8. What would you charge a man for that staud? 
— I may not charge anything. 

20,365). Have not you got sonic fixed mteP — I would 
not charge a friend anything. 

20.370. But sn]>posing a stranger come, what wonld 
you chaige him for the standing of bis cattle unfilths 
following (lay — the fair dayP — About 3d. or fid. ahead; 
fid. a head the farmers around charge. The dea1m;[ 
men generally do not come to trouble me, because tbqf 
know I would not take anything. 

20.371. The custom of tlio neighbouring farmers is to 
charge fid. P— Yes. 

20.. 372. That is jiayable in addition to the tolls the 
following (lay if lUc cattle arc sold P — Yes, if the cattle are 
sold 1 got my own charge. 

20.373. Did they eiur complain to you or make any 
comjilaints of the want of stallage in this fair green?— 
'They did not. 

20.374. You have heard no cnmidaints yourself?— 
No. 

20.375. When the fair is held have tliey differest 
portions uf this green, and the different streets allotted 
for each description of animal P — They have, 'ib^ keej' 
sjiiingers up iu tiie gi’ccn, and the cattle down in the 
villago. The sheep stand generally outside the court- 
house. 

20,3/6. Whore do the horses stand P — ^I'hey go about 
the streets. 

20,377. Any particular street P — No. 

20,37H. T*here is no statiouavy position for them P— They 
are on the square generally. 


20.346. How do you pay those men ( 

Sometimes 2s. 6d. a day and 3s. 

20.347. Why do you alter the rate of payment P Is it 

according to the state of the fair ?_They would be looking 
for more in the harvest time, and sometimes I have to nav 
3s. and 4s. ' ^ 

20.343. Have you ever paid them less than 2s Gd P— 
No. 

20.349. Would you say, on an average, you pay 3s. a 

day P — Between 3s. and 4s. ^ 

20.350. Would you have any objection to give me the 

amtiunt of your average receipts from these fairs P M’ell I 

could not give the average receipts in that wav. Soma 
fairs are very good end more fairs very bad. 

20,353 . On the whole, what do you receive from thorn in 
the year P— Well, I would receive 200/. a year out of them. 


. 20,375). la that the snuare nnth the shed in 

1 an average ? — yes ^ 
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20,'180. 'To whom docs that shed belong P — It does not 
belong to mo. 

20,381. Uowis it iitilisedP — 'fhey wore getting up » 
butter market, and they jmt uji the shed. 

20.. 382. Who were getting up the butter market?— The 
people of the town. 

20.. 38.'3. When did they make this endeavour? — About 
six years ago. 

20,384. Wliat was the result ? Have you got suy 
butter market at all P — No, it foiled after four years. 

20. . 385. Ha\'o you any markets at all here P — No markets, 
only the fau's. 

20,386. On Saturday do they not bring in any mMket* 
able coininodiries about ^e town P— They do not. There 
sre no markets, excej^t the. p^, market, on fafr days. 
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20,337. 'i'Eiat is the pig market which is held on the daj 
previous to the ordinaiy cattle fairs P — Yes. 

20,^133. Have you any fair near Cappawhite where no 
t jlls ore levied P — There is a fair at Dooaa. 

2(ly380. How far distant is that from CappawhiteP 

Four Eugli'.h miles. 

20.390. Did you ever hear that farmers have preferred 
going to that hiir where no tolls were levied than coming 
to yours in Cappawhite where tolls are levied P — I did not 
hear, bat 1 know the fairs were interfered with on me by 
putting the market day before them. 

20.391 . Praclically, they do go to this fair in preference 
to coming here? — 1 do not think so. 

20.392. You say it interfered with you ? — They have an 
imi>ortant market before mine, and it keeps the people and 
pigs in Dooah. 

2f',393. Are any of the fairs immediately following 
ynurs P — They are ull before my fairs. 

20.39-1. Do you know have animals been sent from the 
neighbourhood of Cappawhite to these Dooah fairs P — I 
do. I saw pigs going there. 1 saw cattle and pigs there, 
too, from here. 

20,395. Now, have you heard at all any complaints of 
these tolls P— No, I have not. 

20,39(). No complaints have been made to you directly? 
— No complaints, so far as the dealing men are concerned. 

I do my best. 

20,397. Does a great quantity of dairy cattle come here P 
— Yes. 

211,398. From wliat districts? — From every district; 
from Thurles and around. 

20.399. Within what limits do the animals come? — 
About live or six miles, and they come from Tipperary, 
10 miles from here. 

20.400. Would you say within a radius of 10 miles ? — 
Yes, and I often saw men coming from the Coun^ 
Kilkenny here. 

20.401. Do you have the toll-board erected on each fair 
day P — Yes. 

20. 402. Have you many copies of it ? — I have four. 

20.403. One at each gap ? — Y'es. 

20,401. Wlica the parties are bringing out the cattle, 
do your men inquire from them whether they have bought 
or sold P— Y'es. 

20.405. Do they always make tlmt inquiry P — Y’es. 

20.406. Supposing a man in charge of an animal stated 
he did not buy or o^, and your men doubted the state- 
ment, what course would they adopt P — They would ask 
him to lay his hand on the board, and say whether he had 
sold or bought. 

20.407. 'Fhat is to clear his conadonce P — Yes. 

20,4(B. Do you know have they ever produced a book 
to swear them P— -No. 

20.409. Within yoxir knowledge? — No. 

20.410. Or any paper P— No. 

20.411. They deem the fact of clearing their conscience 
sufficient P — Yes. 

20.412. Do yon give the people any receipt at all for this 
charge P — No. 

20.413. I suppose the collectors know the cattle are 
marked when they are going out P — Yes. 

20.414. Have your collectors ever seized the animals 
or detained them? — 'Fhey would seize occasionally if they 
considered the animal would he bought. 

®1,415. How long do you kuow have they detained the 
animal P — Until they put their hand on the board. 

20.416. So that if a^raan touched the board and said he 
did not btiy they would let him go ? — Y'es. 

20.417. Did you ever detain them after a man hud done 
thatP_No. 

20.418. Did any of your collectors P — No, not that I 
know of. 

20.419. Wliat check have you on these men collecting 
the toll*? — No check at all. 

20.420. Do you know, do you get the total amount 
actually received by them? — I could not say that. I 

know what amount they get. I have generally 
oonadential men at each gap. 


20.421. Only one man receives the money? — Yes. 

20.422. The other men go there to prevent the cattle 
going out P — Yes. 

20.423. Did you ever hear that any undue delay was 
caused to men coming behind and sending their cattle 
home by reason of any row or confusion P — I know some 
kick up great rows. 

20.424. Have they ever delayed others ? — Never. 

20.425. Have you ever heard complaints that any of the 
toll collectors injured the ardmals f — No. 

20.426. Do they carry sticks? — ^They do. They must 
carry them. 

20.427. ITiey never injured any of the animals with 
them P — No, any way that I hear. 

20.428. Were any representations ever made to you to 

provide a sufficiently large fair green for all the animals in 
order to take them off the streets of the town P No. 

20.429. Would the traders of the town rather have them 
on the streets than on a fair green ?— 1 believe they would. 
The fair green is very near tfis place. 

20.430. Is corn ever brought hereP — Yes. 

20.431. Are there any scales in the town? — No scales 
now, but the weighing-bridge. 

20.432. 'ITiere is no scales now, but was there ever one ? 
—Yes. 

20.433. Who owned it ? — It belonged to my father. He 
gave it away. 

20.434. 'Fbere is no public scales in this town? ^JTo, 

except the shopkeepers. 

20.435. IP farmers brought in some com and potatoes 
some day in the week, unless they co to the ahmikeepers 
they have no means of ascertaining tnc weight P — ^llie}* can 
weigh them on the weighbridge. 

20.436. Can they weigh small quantities? — I con weigh 
a pound weight. 

20.437. Do they weigh P — They do. 

20.438. What is the charge? — Generally, Id. a bag. 
When there is a load of hay or potatoes I put on 4(/. 

20,4.39. You charge 4d. a load for weighing on 
the bridge? — Y'es. 

20.440. Irrespective of the commodity in the load, 
whether hay, straw, turnips, or potatoes P — Y'es. 

20.441. Supposing hay was brought in here, and was not 
weighed at your weighbridge and sold, would you le ^7 any 
charge- on itP — No. 

20.442. Y'ou would not charge unless it was weighed ? — 
No. 

20,44'}. What commodities do you usually weigh un the 
bridge? — Hay and straw, turnips, potatoes. We woold 
also weigh Iwj oE stones and coal. 

20.444. If a load you charge 4d. ? — Y’es. 

20.445. Yon have one fixed charge ? — Y'es. 

20.446. Is that irrespective of what the load would be, 
whether it would be a donkey or horse load ? — I do not 
make any difference between a donkey load and hoi*se 
load. 

20.447. You charge 4d. for all ? — Yes. 

20.448. Is this weighbridge in use every day ? — It is. 

20.449. What would you strike as the average you 
received from the weighbridge alone P — I could not say. 

20.450. Have you ever weighed potatoe.* at the bridge 
yourself?— I have not. 

20.451. You say you weigh down to a pound? — Y’es. 
lYie machine is guaranteed to do that. 

20,462. When weighing a load do you always ascertain 
the tare of t!ie carl ? — Yes. 

20,453. You always wogh the empty cart? — Always 
weigh the empty cart. 

20,464. Do you ei'er estimate the tare of itP — Certainly. 
20,455. The car you weighed before you would not 
weigh a second time if it came on a subsequent day P — 
Yes. 

^,456. Have frauds ever been committed ? When you 
ascertun the gross weight, and when the car was brougbr 
back, have you ever found the wheels substitutcil or ths 
entire cart substituted P — No, so far as 1 know. 
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20,467. Do you tfive a ticket nenotang tlie weight of 
these carts P — ^^es. 

20,458. Is it printed ? — Yes. 

20,469. Yoa have a block ? — Yes. 

20.460. Do you always keep these blocks up ?— Yes. 

20.461. Do you make an entry into any book? — I do 
Doi. I keep them in the block. 

20.462. Does all the hay, straw, and potatoes brought in 
here to Cappawhite be weighed at your ouncilP — I could 
not say that. Tlicy might get them weighed elecwhcre. 

2U,46ii. They have no means of weighing a load else- 
where ? — No. There is one at Captain Purefoy’s. 

20.464. Does he weigh for hire P— He does not. 

20.465. There is no charge levied p — I think not. 

20.466. Practically, whatever hay or straw comes to the 
town in a load must be weighed at your bridge P— It must, 
if they like. 

20,467- That is if they want to weigh it P — Yea. 

20,468, When you purchased the tolls were 12 fairs 
held ? — ^Thcy were. 

20,169. And tolls were le\ied at them ?— They were. 

20.470. Yon were not aware that tlie patent establisliing 
fairs in Cappawhite only gave a right to five fairs ? — No. 

20.471. Or yon were not maile aware of tliat when 
purchasing P— No. 

20.472. Have you any other observations to make? — 
No. 


on until now. Of course it will now strike you os to whet 
right Crowe has to levy the tolls, the amount of the tolls, and 
\Wiether ho diaclinrgeil the duties incumbent on him in not 
endeavoiuing to establish the markot.R and in providing 
covered accommodolioii bn is bound to luwe on the fair 
green. 1 am nwnre be levies a toll on the standings in the 
street. The question will arise as to what right hns he to 
levy tolls on anything in the alrcct. 

20.479. Do you think a necessity exists here for a 
market?— It is mtlier a good sort <i[ country, and I really 
think somo of the lairs are tlie best in the whole country. 
There will be a fair to-moiruw here, and it is most rwuark- 
able for its extent, ami anctlier in December. I hare seen 
some of the finest fairs I remember seeing. 

20.480. ‘What is tlio reason that hero, in Capiiawhito. 
there are larger fuirs than in Tipperary or Thurlea P— It is 
a large centre, Ncriagh on one side is 16 miles away, ami 
Tiiiperary 13 or 14 miles, and then the fairs of Cuahol are 
a long way ofl'. 

20.481. Do they come from Ca-shclboroP — The Iniyera 
come from Meath and Dublin, and all piutaof the country. 
Wbat 1 would suggest, if possible, is that soineoccommoiia. 
tion ije made for the poor [icoplo who come to sell in the 
markets on Wednesday and in that Euir green. 

20.482. Do they come in at all on Wednesday ? — Ccr- 
tainly not. An odd load of turf comes in. 

20.483. Do you think it would lie advisable to foster a 
market or to eataliliKli one P — I would nut like to be at 
much cxiKmse at the outset, until the thing paid for itself. 
'Hiat is too original property ns well of Mr. Brown. 


Mr. Thomas Dowling examined, 

20,473. I believe you have some suggestions to offer as 
to the fairs here? — Yes. I was agent on the property when 
Crowe became purchaser. His father .was the previous 
lessee. At the tune I sold to him therc-was a lease, and I 
may start by tellieg you there was a patent graut^ to a 
gentleman in Cork named Niitley, someu'here about 1793. 
The patent is in old Latiu. I have read it in the Record 
Office. Thai provides for the establishing of five fmrs in 
the town of Cappawhite on certain da}'s named. 1 &id 
the fairs thiougn some chance the dates were altered 
subsequently. 1 do not know by whom. The tolls are 
provided for, and it is rendered imperative that the bolder 
of toe right to the tolls should hold weekly fairs every 
Wednesday in the town of Cappawhite. 

20,4/4. Weekly markets? — Yes, every Wednesday 
throughout the year. The interest in that devolved on 
an ancester of Mr. Hunt’s. It was sold in 1853 to 
Mr. Beale Bion*n. 

20.475. Do you know the purchase money to Mr. Brown ? 
— 1 do. I received it. 

20.476. Was there any fixed amount for the tolls and 
customs ? — ^No. 

20.477. He bought other pronetty os wcllP— There was a 
fixed amouut. What we sohi him is contained in the 
original lease, which gave him two acres 5 that is what ho 
calls the fair green, but it gave him no right to levy tolls 
on the streets, 'i’he lease is dated the 28to .luly 1849 for 
31 years, to commence on the 1st May 1849. I sold to 
Crowe in 1872 or 1873. 1 was then aware of only selling 
him five fairs at which he could le^7 tolls legally, but, of 
course, that was a matter outside my position altogether ; 
bul I was to receive the most money 1 could. 

20,4?8. At that tone the five fairs were sold to Mr. 
Brown were the other fairs in existence and were tolls 
coQectedatthemP— They were. 1 did not question wtoat 
Mr. Crowe did, but all I knew is that I was selling to him. 

I received 1,000/. from bim, and be continued to receive 
the tolls from the fairs since. There was in addition to the 
Wednesday market, there was to be ample accommodation 
with sheds and other convenience for toe holding of these 
weekly markets. I had an interest in Cappawhite. Be- 
tween Mr. Hunt and myeelf we own the \illage, and some 
years ago, when money was easier got than now, I was 
doing my best to improve the place. I thought it a very 
great improvement if tolls were nut levied on the additions 
fairs. I went to prove the records to see his right and title 
to charge on the seven additional fairs. I went to the 
Record Office, and I searched for 40 years the records of 
the Bri\7 Council to see what enabled Crowe to levy a toll, 
and there is no record in existence. Wt went back as far 
as the records are available, for 40 years, and the matter went 
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20,484. Have you formed any gentsml ideas on the 
question of levying ii toll P — I bdiovo myself, and I have n 
very strong ojiinion, and an opinion 1 formed many years 

S o, that it woulil be good in Ireland if no tolls were 
urged anywhere, mid that the present recoivorsoE tolls 
ouglit to bo compensaied in some way. I think tolls arc 
most injurious to tW farmers, and that they are an embargo 
on business. 

2(1,485. There is a general question I am in the habit of 
putting to men holding a position like yours, where I liave. 
neld inquiries up to thu present, and it is, do you think the 
le\7ing of a toll acts as a deterrent 00 people bringing their 
commodities to the market or fmr, and exposing them for 
sale? — ^'fliero is a matter that will always crop up. The toll 
is not much if the market is a good market. I woidd be 
for abolishing tolls in talo, and oompeusutiug the present 
holden. In the case of a inau like Crowe, who has foU 
lowed in the footsteps of his father, and nni willing to do 
wrong, I think he should be compensated by whatever he 
would be legally entitled to. 

20,486. At the timo of the solo to Mr. Brown you repre- 
sent^ the landlord?— Yes, I w*as ognnt for the estate. 

20,487. You did not represent to Mr. Brown that tolls 
were levied at a greater number of fairs than was originally 
granted by the patent P — lie was i«i'fectly aware of it 
himself. He was an lEnglishman and rather exacting. He 
said. “ Sell the best way wo con, and if Crowe got a chance 
“ of the otheiTivirs keep the deed silout, and if I do nut 
“ mistake the deed is silent as to the number of fairs sold 
" to him.” (Crowe). 

20,488. At the time of the solo to Mr. Crowe, do you 
tliiiik Mr. Crowe was aware that the patent only gave him 
a right to collect on five fairs P It is a <|Ucstion wbethei' he 
had not a jirescriutive right to collect at the other fairs P — 

I would not say ror liitneelfi He is a respectable man. 

20,489. But when carrying on negotiations between him 
and Mr. Drown, you did not discuss too matter with 
Mr. CroweP — I diifwitb bis attorney, because tbe attorney 
claimed a riglit to erect something in the street, and then 
I put in the droit conveyance myself, — ” We give you such 
right as wo liavo, if wc have any.” Ho objected to that. 

20,490. Was there any mention of the patent and the 
five fairs in tbe patent P — At this distance I do not recollect 
anything. 

20,491. Previous to that it was leased out and he mtis 
paying 30J. a year for five fairs P — Yes, because Mr. Hunt 
originally could not Icr more than five fairs. 

20,492. You have not got a copy of the lease, or could it 
bo gotP — It is mentioned in the rental. It is a deed for 31 
years, and dated July 1849. 

20,493. You have not seen that lease P — No. Mygre?t 
interest was to get 1,000/. 

20,494. So fai‘ as yon know, there was no date specifioelly 
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Tiieiitioned iu the lease upon which thefuii's wereto be heldl* 

I could not tell that, because I never saw the lease, Imt 

be fCro-.vel held a lease, and has it now. 

it is yuur opinion that when a person is In 
receipt of tolls from mai'kets or fairs, that he should (five 
some return for them in the way of oSordiug suffldent 
iiccumuiodation to those frequenting the markets P — Ido, 
to be sure. 

'JU,-1'H). lly accommodation I mean shelter accommodn- 
tiuit lor those irequenting the luai-kets, and for the animaJs 
they bring in P — Certainly. I look on the thing in the 
street OB just the thing the county surveyor may remove 
liny day. We had no control, and could not control the 
streets, because they belong to the grand jury. 

Have you any other suggestions to offer P — No, 
1 have not. 

Have you any general suggestions nr vcinmks to 
make as to the loirs throughout the county P Have you 
had connexion with any fairs other than Cappawhite ? — 
Very little. Tipperary fairs, where no tolls are charged, 
are very excellent fairs. 

Have you ever purchased in these fairs ? — Yes, 
and sold. The Cappawhite fair is as good coming on. 

20, SOU. How do you account for that too position of 
Cappawhite being so isolated from the railway P — That has 
something to do with it, because the next competitive fairs 
ore at Tburlea, and they do not affect this place. As a 
matter of fact, the buyers come from Meath and Dublin, 
and the cattle come from all directions. 


Verb Hunt, Esq., J.P., examined. 

2U,u0i. You are a large grazier of cattle, and a large 
proprietor ? — Yes. 

2U,502. Have you any suggestions to offer ? — I have not, 
after all that has been said. 

20.603. You have heard the evidence of Mr. Dowlingf 
— I have. 

20,5(M. Do you agree in the general remarks he has 
made as to the necessity of owners of tolls and customs 
ruviding accommodation in return for them? — I do not 
now ; I do not see any great occasion for that. In the 
flr.^t place, it would be enormous expense to provide such 
aecoinmodation, and tliey would never look for it, except 
on an inclement day, or something of the kind, and then 
only far a few hours. 

20,605. Have you ever noticed the peoplcon fait days at 
Cappawhite ? — i es. 

20,50(1. Have you been here on a fair dayP — Almost 
every fair. 

20.607. Have you ever found people physically injured 
in the winter for want of shelter and in being exposed to 
the inclemency of the weather? — I know «lay.i axe very 
hard, but the parties must stop with the cattle, and then if 
there was accommodation they should stay with the cattle to 
keep them together. 

20.608. If good pens were ei'ccteil in the fair green ? — It 
is not usually done in thceonntr]'. When the cattle are 
brought iu they are turned into the yards of the town. 

20,509. Have you formed any ideas of the fact of fail's 
being held on the public streets P — It is an old custom, and 
very nard to get rid of. 

20,610. Apart altogether from the custom, do you think 
it would wora better if the sale of aninuds at fiiirs, and of 
marketable commodities at tiie mai’kots, was confined to 
a certain wot or fair green P — I think it would be better. 
Now, in 'Iippeiary, you are not obliged to walk from one 
end of the town to another. It is quite too much to walk 
from one end of the fair to another, that is, when the fair 
is all ovtr the town. 

_20,6U. Is this fair green sufficiently large here? — Some 
fairs are very large. 

20.512. Is that the reason some of the animals go about 
the streets P — No. In seven fairs out of the 12 there is 
scarcely a beast sent to the fau green ot all. 

20.513. 1 suppose, if they could effect a readier sale 
about the houses of the town, they would jirefer to remain 
on the streets than to going into toe fair green P — I cannot 
account for ifc. The fair green is generally seleoted for 
apringers. A ^od many cattle for dairy pm'poses are sent 
to the green. They ore eosiei' kept there, and it is a nicer 
place for them to stand. 


20.514. Is this green a commonage? — It is an open 
place. There is no fence between it and the public roa-1. 

It is fenced on three sides, but the other side is quite 
open. 

20.515. Do you say the public have a right over it P-> 
'ITie boys play there, and they make a commonage of it. 

20, .51(5, Have yon formed any ideas as to the le^ing of 
atoll? Do you iliiiik itwoiUd lend the trade of the fairs 
and markets if no custom at ail were payable, only 
weighing charges or charges for accommouation and 
storage? — 'lie tolls on cattle are generally not aj>prored 
of by tiie buyers, but at the same time they will buy. 

2U,51/. both at fair or market, if the formeis can effect 
a ready sale, anil if there is a good market or fair, the toll 
\vill not deter them from coming in P — Not at all. ihere 
is no fair better attended than Cappawhite. It is very well 
supplied with cattle. 

20.518. Have you had experience in other places besides 
this P— Yes, I have. 

20.519. Do you think in other towns where the markets 
and fairs_ are under the control of the corporation or town 
commissioners ot market trustees— do yon think they are 
worked better, and managed more to the satisfaction of 
those frequenting the market, than if they were subject to 
the control of an iudividualp— I have not seen the slightest 
improvement 

2U,520. Do you thiuk an individual would have a greater 
interest in working them up for his own pecuniary benefit 
than a corporation ortown commissioners P — Where there 
is nu custom )>aid of course the people find it very 
pleasant. Tliey can drive their cattle in, and there is nn 
question about them. 

2U,521. I will ask you a general question, and one that 
does not apply -to Capinwhite. Do you think, if a toll 
must be leneu, that t^e local authoiity, if any such exist, 
in a town should acquire compulsory rights to work and 
manage them themsdves for the benefit of the town?— 

I could nut give you any idea on that qiiestioD. 

20,522. You have formed uo idea P — No. 

20,525. Have you any other suggestions? — ^No. Mr. 
Dowling is right about the five oiiginel fairs. They 
belonged to an ancestor of mine. There were only five 
fairs, and Mr. Crowe’s father, when he took the lease, 
increased the number of fairs, and u little time after the 
fairs were fixed, there was no charge, but then the toll 
was charged. 

20.524. That is on the additional fairs P — Yes. 

20.525. Do you know when the first of the new fairs 
were estoblished ? — I could not say. 

20,52fi. Have they been established within your recol- 
lection P — Everyone of them. I think the first of the 
new fairs must have been established in or about 5U years 
ago. 

20.527. 'Flieyhave all been established within the last 
50 years? — Yes. 

20.528. And the last of them 20 years ago?— Yea. I 
li&ve a recollection that the way they were got up was by a 
saddle race, and the fair was established. There was no 
toll for a time, and then the toll began to be paid 
•willingly. 

20.529. The last additional fair would be 20 years ago P 
— Perhaps it is, or it may not be so long. 

20.530. Do you remember were the five old fairs held 
on the dates mentioned ? — Yes. 

20.531. These dates have never been altered ?— Never 
altered. They are the same as long as I recollect. Orowe 
spoke of the Uooali fan-. The Dooah fair is quite a failure, 
'luey hold cattle fair and pig Wr on the same day. The 
cattle fair is as much a failure as the pig fair. 

2U,532. Who is the owner? — I could not tell. Lord 
Olonmel is the landlord of any tolls, 

20,533. Have they been recently established ?— Within 
seven or eight years. 


Mr. Thosias Crowe examined. 

20.534. What do you wish to state P — With r^ard to 
the tolls, I was collecting them 20 years before this man 
(my brother) bought them, and there is no fair that was 
free. 

20.535. You heard the remarks of Mr. Euut, that when 
some of the additional fairs wex-e first established they were 

Q4 
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t.,U fret, tat 80 taec,uenUy tolls were levied P-Il wee only 
for one fair. The fat fait used lie eenerelly free. 

•i0,53d. Have you anything else to say P— No. 


Mr. Thomas Rvan examined. 

‘•’0 oo/. \Yhatevidence do you wish to giveP— Asfavtu 
die trailers m-e concerned they have nothing to complain ot. 

20 53!^. D'j you think it would be Iretter if the fairs were 
removed off the streets and confined to a sufficiently large 
fair green P— I think not. They are hettei- as they arc. 

20.53H. Would the traders of the town object to such a 
reraoml P— They would, every one of them. 

Would those traders who would object be in any 
particular trade ?— Oh, certainly they would. 

2(1,541. Or would they all join?— 1 daresay all would 
join.' They arc neatly all publicans here. 

•20,542. Does not the fact of the fairs l^ng held outside 
the shop doors occasion much filth and dirt ?— Certainly. 

20.543. Who removes ihatj is it the contractor P — 
CCTemlly, but the shojikeepers sweep it passed the stone i 
and the md contractor cleans it away. 

20.544. Would thev put up with any inconvenience 
caused bv the tilth and dirt created for trade purjioses P— 
Yes. 

20,5-lo. Solely for trade purposesP — Yes, and people 
woulll have no shelter in a fair green on a wet day, and 
ihey would not like to he away from the fair. 


20,54h-7. If in a fair green shcltcrnccommodulion was 

imividod wlmn the weather was inclement, du y«ui iliink it 
would be the best place for them P— They cun stand inside 
the doors now. 

20,64S. Mr. Dow'ing has mentioned a uiutter I ivould 
like yonr ideas on. Do you think a necessity oxiatsfor the 
ercauon of a market one day in the week P—1 think tliere 
would be no market here. No luurlcctublc commodities 
come in. 

20,5411. The i»coj)le have their own customers in town ? 
— Yea. 

20.550. They bring in their com to them P — Yes. 

20.551. Is there no mill in the neiglilmurhood P— It goes 
to Tipperary. 

2(1, M2. Then you thinl< a market coiiltl nf»t lie fostered 
in (lappawliite P — Not at uresc-iit, at any latc. I'licrewnsa 
market some time ago, ami it was a I'lvilure. They lost 250/. 
in a butter market, and it was a lailuw. 

20,553. Does the fact of a market not being held en* 
chance the price of commodities to any u(ipr«nuble i;.\tcntp 
— Not a bit. 

2(h.'554. You thinkthe poorer meiubcrs of the community 
get ibitigs as ebes]) from the truders of the town its they 
would in the market P — I think so. 

20.555. You never heard comidaiiits that tlie jirioo of 
broad ;md potatoes was higher here lhau elsewhere or in an 
open market? — Doth higher. 

20.556. You heard no comidaints P — No. 

20,657. Is there any other gentleinim wlio has any 
observations to make P— No answer. 


The inquiry then concluded. 


imUFF-CO. LIMERICK. 

Witli reference to my inquiry in Bruflf on the 15tli November 1888 i beg to report 
as follows : — 

Bruff is an inland town, situated in the county of Limerick. It is some five miles 
from Killmallock, the nearest railway station. The surrounding country is fertile, but 
much of it is in pasture. The trade of the town is principally in agricultural produce. 
The streets are of fair width, and houses apparently well built. 

The local government is vested in the board of guardians and grand jury. The 
population is 1,600. 

The market day is Friday. Butter market is on Monday. 

The fairs are held on 25th January, 29th Mhrch, 16th May, 23rd July, 22ud August, 
18th October, and 2Sth November. 

The markets, which are very small, are toll free. Weighing charges are, lunvever, 
levied if the commodity is weighed, but no rule exists ma£ng it compulsory to utilise 
the public scales. 

Tolls are levied at the fairs held on the 16th May, 23rd July, 18th October, and 
118th November. The fairs held on the 25th January, 29th March, and 22nd August 
are toll free. 

The owner of the market rights and toUs is Lord Limerick, who liiis tliem, however, 
sublet to Mv. John Carroll, of Bruff, by lease, dated 13th October 1857, for the term of 
ibree lives, two of whom are still in being, at the yearly rent of 55Z. 7.s The reduced 
rent of 35/. has l:>een accepted by the owner for some time back. 

The public records show that two patents were granted for the town of Brnif. The 
first is dated 2Sth January 1607, and granted to Sir James Fullerton a V/'ednesday 
market and fair on the feast of St. Matthew the Apostle (21st September) and Ascension 
Day and day following each. The Wednesday market does not seem to have been 
lield, and likewise the fair on the feast of St. Mlatthew. The fair granted for Ascension 
Devy was altered some 35 years ago to the 16th May without any express authority. 

Iho second patent is dated 16th July 1764 (4 Geo. HI.), and granted to Sir Henry 
Harstonge two additional fairs on 23rd July and 18th October, and altered a fair held 
on the 21st November to the 28th November. 

The fairs on the 25th January, 29th March, and 22nd August were established about 
20 years ago by the townspeople and traders without any express authority. 

A loll board has been erected for public inspection, and a weighbridge has been 
provided. ® ° 

In accordance with my instructions I have inspected the market place and fair 
green. 
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The markets in Bruff are very small, and comparatively few commodities come now on 
Fridays. Com and potatoes axe brought in every day of the week, and are weighed 
on a beam and scales provided in what is called the weigh-house, a small shed in the 
public street. The potatoes are esposod for sale in the weigh-house and outside it, 
and the other commodities, including butter, are exposed on the public thorough- 
fare. Beyond the weigh-house and scales there are no market buildings or other 
accommodation provided. 

The fairs are held in a fair green near the court house, and which is about four 
acres in extent. It is enclosed by a low wall. The fairs extend into the approaches 
to this fair green, and sometimes cattle are sold in the streets. There is no pen or shed 
accommodation provided in the fair green, either for the animals or those in charge of 
them. 

The gross weight alone is ascertained at the beam and scales. 

Appended will be found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

JOHN J. O’MEABA, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Dublin. Assistant Commissioner. 


Bmfl; 15th. November 1888. 


Mr. John Carroll examined. 

20.56B. You are the owner of the markets and 
here in BrnfF P — Yea. 

20,65.0. Under what authority do juu hold them P — I 
hold them by Icoae from Lord Limerick. 

20.5G0-1. Is Lord Limeriak the owner of the patent? — 
He ia. {The mlneas produced Ike lease.) 

20,5G'2. You are not the John CaiTolI mentioned in this 
lease which was made on the 13th October 1857 P — No. 

20,563. Was the John Carroll mentioned there your 
father P — Yes. 


20.581. You say corn comes any day? — Com does not 
come unless bought by myself, or anyirady else. Then it 
comes to be weighed. 

20.582. It is sold to prirate consumers P — Yes. 

20.583. Are cattle ever brought on market day — on 
Friday? — No. 

20.584. Or pigs?— No. 

20.585. Is bay brought P — No, unless it ia brought to be- 
weighed. 

20.586. It is never exposed for sale in any way P— Never 
expo^ for sale. I never saw it. 


20.564. The lease was made from the Right Hon. 
Edward Henry, Earl of Limerick, to John Carroll. It 
demises to John Carroll and his heirs the tolls and customs 
due, receiv'able, and payable from the fairs in the town of 
Brail, in the county of Limerick, at the yearly rent of 

S5Z. 7*. 

20.565. I see there arc no special covenants in this 
leaseP— No. 

20.566. The rent mentioned in this lease is not the 
actu^ rent payable at present P — No. 

20.567. It has been reduced ? — It has been reduced for 
30 years. 

20.568. What is the present rent P — 351. a year. 

20.569. The lease is for the natural lives of Stundish 
O’Grudy, eldeat son of the Honourable Standish O’Grady, 
and Joseph Barrington, eldest son of Mr. Barrington, city 
of Limenck. and William Carroll, eldest son of the lessee ; 
or for the term of 31 years whichever was the longest to 
continue. 

20.570. Are some of the lives in existence P — T’here arc 
two, Mr. Barrington and Mr. Wm. Carroll. 

20.571. Is thei-e a covenant in this for perpetual re- 
newal P — ^There is not. 

20.572. The dates upon which tolls are collected at the 
markets and fairs are not mentioned in this leaseP — No. 

20 . 573 . You are not aware under what authority the 
Earl of Limerick granted this lease P — ^There is a May iair — 
averyold fair — ^held here, and there is a patent some time 
in the reign of George the Third for the other three fairs. 

20 , 674 . Have you markets here P — Yes. 

20 , 575 . What market P — ^The pig markets. 

20.676. Have you a general market P — Yes. 

20.677. What day is set off for thatP — You can sell 
potatoes any day, or corn if you bring it in. 

20.678. Is there any particular day in the week allotted 
off for the exposure of the commodities for sale P — Friday 
IS the nominal market day. 

20 . 579 . Do you collect any tolls at the market P — No. 

20.580. What commodities generally come on Fridays P 
— Nothing now on Fridays but very little vegetables and 
potatoes. 


20.587. Where are the i>otatoeB exposed ? — In the 
market. 

20.588. Arethere any market buildings here? — There >s 
what is called the weigh-house. 

20.589. Are the potatoes exposed on the public thorough, 
fare P— No, always inside. They bring them in perhaps 50 
or 60 bags, and 100 sometimes, fur sale, and if they do not 
sell I take charge of tnem, and I may buy them or mU them 
for them if they name a price, hut I charge nothing until 
the weighing. 

20.590. Do you compel them to weigh at your scales ? — 
No. 

20.591. They can weigh where they please ? — Yes. 

20,692. Do you charge them any storage ?— No. 

20,593. VMiatis the rate of charge for weighing? — Id. 

per cwt. 

20,694. What scales have you there P — Only the one 
scales in the market. 

20.595. Are there any other prirate scales in the town? 
— There are not. 

20.596. The only scale available for the farmers of the 
district for weighing any commodity, the weight of which 
they wish to ascertain, ia yours ? — \ es. 

20 . 597 . That is always available? — Day and night I 
would say. 

20.598. What do you charge for weighing corn ? — The 
some as potatoes. Id. per cwt. 

20 . 599 . For weighing hay have you a bridge P — Yes. It 
is 6d. for hay, straw, or an 3 %bing that comes m a load. 

20.600. Are turnips brought? — ^Thqr are never brought 
to be sold, but they come to he weighed. 

20.601. You chaige 6<f. a load irrespective of the corn- 
modi^ on the load P — 6d. a load, no matter what it is. 

20.602. Would you charge 6d. for a donkey load ? — I 
would not. 

20,803. What do you charge ? — Generally half price. I 
am never parricular. 

20.604. You never cliarge storage? — No ; they might he 
there for a month and I would not charge. 

20.605. Is butter ever brought in ?• -It is brought here 
on Mondays. 


r 597S6. 
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20,606. Is it brought in firkins?— A.11 firkins. 

2i(,6 i/. is that exposed for sale? — It is sold in thesti-eet, 
in wuat we call the market square. 

20.608. That market square is portion of the public 
thoroughfare? — It is. 

20.609. Are any tolls payable on the butter ?— No toll. 

20.610. Where do they weigh it P— They wrigh with me. 

20.611. \lTiatdo you charge? — Id. per fii'kin; and 1 
have two scales u’orldDg for them on Monday. 

20.612. Have you got any coopers employed ?—No, I 
employ no coopers. The buyers employ coopers if they 
think it necessary. 

20.613. Do you ever keep any record of the number of 
fii'kins that come in here ? — No. 

20.614. Is it always weighed at your scales before lieing 
actually sold ? — After being sold. 

20.615. That is practically different fi-oin other towns ?— 

It is. In case the fainner does not sell he is at liberty to 
take it home ajjain, and there is no charge. 

20.616. The firkins ai'e never drained ?— When it is 
bought and taken into the store it is turned up thei-e and 
lefs to drain, and when turned up it is marked on the 
bottom by me. 

20,61". You drain it?— I merely turn it up. 

20.618. Do you take off the head P— I leave the lid on 
and turn it on the head, and the man leaves it there until 
he has a lot bought. Some bring cooper's, and others may 
not. 

20.619. What fairs ai-e held bereP— Four fairs in the 
year ; hut the townspeople thought of starting new fairs. 

20.620. Only four at present ? — ^Yes. 

20.621. Kindly mention to me the fairs actually held, 
whether tolls are leiued at them or not ? — The 25th J anuary 
(no tolls) ; 29th March (no tolls) 5 16bh May (tolls) 5 
2ard July (tolls); 22nd August (no tolls); 18th October 
(tolls) ; iSth November (tolls). 

20.622. So then there are four fairs at which tolls are 
levied, and three at which there are no tolls ? — Yea. 

20.623. How long are these four fairs at which you levy 
tolls established?— Well, from what 1 could learn there isa 
patent for the 16th May fair and the market. I suppose it 
is over 150 years or more. Then the other three fairs were 
held at the other side of the bridge. Sir Harry Hasten got 
a patent for three fairs, and he changed the 21st November 
to the 28th November. 

20.624. When was that change made P — In the fourth 
year of George the 'Ihird. 

20.625. As far as your memory goes back these four 
fairs were held on the dates mentioned ? — Yea. 

20.626. And held at the time of the date in the lease P — 
Yes. 

20.627. Your memory does not go back as far as that ? — 
No. One of them was altered before ; that is the ilay lair. 

20.628. When was it held? — It ivas held on the day 
before Ascension Thursday, and it is fixed for 40 years on 
the 16th May. 

20.629. When were the fairs on which no tolls ai'e levied 
established ? — 1 think about 20 years ago. 

20.630. By whom were they established ? — ^The towns- 
people, and my father. 

20.631. Tolls were never leried at them ? — No. 

20,6^. Did you ever hear that of the other four fairs any 

one of them at all was toll fiee ? — Never. 

20.633. Tolls were always levied P — Yes. 

20.634. Y'ou produce this as a copy of •tlie schedule of 
the tolls? — Yes. 

Brupf Fairs and Markets. 

Schedule of Tolls. 

s. d. 

E’'sry horse, mare, gelding, mule, or donkey 1 0 
Every cow', bullock, bull, steer, or heifer - 0 6 
livery yearling or cdf - - . q 4 

Ei’ery slicep, Iamb, or goat - - 0 1 

Every pig or suckling-pig - . - 0 3 

Every car load of goods offered for sale • I 0 

Every tent or marquee - . - 6 0 

Every cor conveying stock to or from the 

10 

Every traveUmg hawker - . - 0 6 


20, 63.5. Arc the same rates payable now as payable within 
your nK-imiry ? — Thesame rates. ' 

20.636. No change bo far as you know bus been made in 
the rate ? — No change. 

20.637. It was a committee of the townspeople who 
estahlishwl the other fairs ? — It was. 

20.638. Are they hchl on the sumo site as the ordinary 
fairs in the fair green P — Y'es. 

20.639. You provide the fair green? — Yea. 

20.640. What is the e.xtent of it P — I suppose about four 
acres. 

20.641. You hold that under this lease P — Yes. 

20,()42. Is that fair green enclosedP — It is. 

20,64.3. All around P— Y’es. 

20.644. Is the sale or u-xposure of animals confined to 
that fair giflcn P — No. 

20.645. Do they go about the street H — No. It (the fair) 
is confined principally. 

20.646. Does the fair green alFprd adequate spaqe for 
the exiioaurc of animals P — Yc^-s, sufficient nccommodafion. 

20,617- But still they do not avail themselves of itP 

Ou a fair day they do. 

20.648. Arc animals sold elsewhere than this place on 
fair days ? — They may chance to be sold. 

20.649. Where P — On the street if they are driving oat. 

20,660. But the practice ia to bring them to the frir 

green P — Yes. 

20.651. You have no regulation at the fairs confining 
the exposure of the animals to that fair green ? — No. 

20.652. Have yon any jieiis or sheds in this fair green P 
— No. 

20,663. You have got a weighbridge P — I have. 

. 20,654. Capable of weighing cattle P — Yea. Itwatluee 

ton lever. 

20.655. Have you the ordinary railing around it? — I 
hat'o one to put up in cose it is required. 

20.656. Was it yourself provided the beam and scales 
for the butter, and also for the potatoes P — Yes. 1 pro- 
vided weighbridge and all. 

20.657. How much did you expend in providing tlieae? 
— it was my father jirovided them. 

20,668. And the weighbridge P — 1 bought that myself. 
It is second-hand. I paid 13/. for it and for putting it 
down. 

20.659. What was the cost of the alteration lost year in 
jiutting the railing around it ? — That urns not much. 

20.660. After the fairs, do you clean the fair green P— I 
would if necessary. 

20.661. Now you have in the Hclicdule “ for every horse 
a shilling P — Wo have very fow horses. 

20,6(»2. Are these chtu-ges on the animals actually sold P 
— Yes. 

_20,<i63. Y’ou never charge on the animal entering the 
fair? — No. There were only four or five horses sold the 
last day. 

20,664. You only charge on all animals when they are 
sold? — When they arc sold. 

20,6()5. I see you have the Hume oluvrga for a lionlmm as 
for an ordiuaiy jiig P — Yes. 

20.666, Is that when they are sold? — Yes. 

20.667. Siipjiosiiig they brought in a number of bon- 
bams in a cart, would you ohai’ge them one fixed rate for 
the caa'tload P — I woulil charge 3d. a bonham. 

20,6(i3. You chju-gB on each individual pig ? — Yes. 

20.669. Have you any standings at the fairs P— There 
are some. The few standings that came there the last 
day, and I sent a man round to collect, and be 

Is. lOd., and he said he wo’uld not go again, and I said I 
would not send him around for that. 

20.670. What description of standings come here?— 
Cakes and sweetmeats. 

20.671. Do clothes dealers ever comeP — There are only 
one or two who come here. 

20.672. Do people bring vegetables here at all on 
days P — No ; they could not sell them. 

20.673. WTiat do you charge a clothes dealer for 
standing P Would you charge at the rate mentioned in the 
schedule for every car P— No j 2d. is the most they give. 
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•■>0 674- Do you levy & chai'ge “ for every car conveying 
stock to and from the fair ” ?— Mostly. 

20,675. What description of stock P— Only pigs. 

«0 676- If a cart comes in with a number of pigs, would 
YOU chaise U. a cart, and if the pigs were sub-seiiueutly 
sold, would you charge 3d. on each pig?— Yes. 

20,677. The seller pays the chaiwe of Is. in the first case 
and the buyer pays the other ?— Y es. 

20,6/8. If they brought three lionhams in a cart would 
you ^ante Is. ?— That is optional. 

20 6/0. I snppose you allow your meu to exercise a dis- 
cretion P— They will not exercise a diaovetion unless they 
come to me, and I may leave them off altogether. 

20 680. Have you ever levied the charge ? — I have. 

20 6S1. Whut is the smallest number of Irnnhams they 
would bring in a cart P— Well, perhaps they may bring in 
one or two and we might come to terms. 

20 68-. Haw you lewed the cltar^ on two bon- 
hams when brought in a cart? — I do not think I have. 
20,683. On three ? — I do not think I have. 

20.6S4. On four P— I suppose 1 have. 

20.685. Subsequently these four bod to bear a chai-ge of 
3d. each when sold ? — ^Yes. 

20.686. In a bad fair wliat would 1*e the value of each 
boiiham? Would they be eold for 5.s'. ewh P— It is u long 
time ago since they were sold for that price. 

20.687. Wliat would be the ordinary ciurent price?— 
About \l. each. 

20.688. Y'ou hai-e not known them to bo less?— I hare 
seen them sold less. 

20,68‘J. What is the smallest rate you saw them sold 
this year or within the past two years P— I should think 
ibont I5s. That would !» very few, and tboy would be very 
small. They go to 30j. and 2/., and they may have 10 or 
12 in a cart. 


20 , 707 . Is that the only expense yon are at m connexion 
with the fairs under the lease P— There is the poor rale, 
county cess, and rent besides. 

20,708. 1 presume you are aUoa’ed the ordinary proportions 
of poor rate and income tax P — Yes. 

20 . 709 . Do yonkeep any account of youi’ receipts? — Mo. 

20 . 710 . You never enter them at all P — Mo. 

20 . 711 . Y\Tiat do you say on an average you receive from 
each fair; wo will take the first one, the 16tb May? — I 
suppose about lUI. 

20 . 712 . What would you say you receive on the 23rd 
July P-181. 

20.713. Is that profit or the gross amount P — The gross. 

20.714. What would you say you get on the I8th 
October P — It varies. 

2l>,715. On an average what is it.° — 60/. 

20.716. What would you say on the 2Sth November? — 
The some. 

20 . 717 . 'fhen the gross i-cceipts would be 148/. for the 
furs? — Yes. 

20.718. On an average? — ^Y'es. 

20 . 719 . Y’ou never keep any account at ail? — Mo. All I 
keep is an account of what is due to me. 

20.720. WTiat would you average your receipts at from 
this weighbridge and the scale for weighing butter ? — ^The 
butter market is gone down terribly. It is nut half what it 
was. 

20 . 721 . How many firkins do you say come in burn 
during the season?- -About 160 came in tbe last day. I 
suiipose for six months I should think it did not average 
more than 240 firkins each day for tbe six months of the 
year, taking one week with the other. 

20 . 722 . WTiat would you say would be the yearly 
average P— 26/. for this ywr; other yean it made a great 
deal more than that. 


20.690. Whei-e would the cart be j-luced ? Wonid it bo 
on the street P — Outside the fair green; on the rood near 
the fair green. 

20.691. Is it only bonhams or small pigs they bring in 
carts f — ^That is all. 

20.692. Do they bring sheep ?— Some bring sheep anil 
calves, but I d” not charge. 

20.693. Do they bring cattle in lurge floats P — Once 
in the way. I supimse I never saw six of them brought 
in. 

20.694. ''Every travelling hawker, 6d.”; do you levy 
that charge ? — No. 

20.695. “ Every tent, 5s.” ; do you charge that still P— 
There are no tents now. I used only to charge 3s. or 2s. 6tl. 

20.696. Every standing offered for sale, tliat is, clothes 
dealers' standings, you demand Is., and do not get it ? — It 
is no use to demand it. 

20.697. Y'ou have toll gaps here? — Y'es. 

20.698. Where do you place them, outside the town or 
the fair green ? — There is one outside the corner ol the 
fair green and the other at the upper side at the barracks. 

20.699. Is that at the other aide of the fair green ? — ^Yes; 
and there is one at the corner neai’ the court house. 30 
or 40 years ago, for the accommodation of the buyers, (heir 
cattle were allowed to pass dou'n and then collect in lots. 
They were allowed to pass on condition that the cattle were 
to be marked. The toll is cokeettd aftertvarda 

20 . 700 . How many men do you have at each of ihcsc toll 
gaps ? — Well, I bad at the last two fairs 20 and 25 men 
each day. 

20 . 701 . WTiat rate of payment do you give them ? — 
2s, 6d. or 2s. A good many of them chai'ge me nothing. 

20 . 702 . These are friends of yours P — Yes. 

20.703. AVhat would you say is your avci'ogc expense in 
coUe^ng the tolls yearly P — Well, 1 never kept an acccmiiC 
of it. 

20.704. Would it he about 2/. 10s. each fair? — ^That 
would not be richt. The men would have to be dieted and 
that. 

20 . 705 . Do you think 3/. would cover your expense at a 
fail ? — It would not, or 41. a feir. 

20.706. Would that be 16/. a year? — No, about 10/., 
because aomc fairs I would not have so many Jpen as at 
others. 


20.723. .Ynd at the weighbridge? — About 1-1/. or In/. 

20.724. Then your total gross receipts are 188/. or 190/. 
a year ?— I suppose they would be. 

20.725. Have you a weigh-master engaged ? — No. ,4n 
old man helps me now and again, snd be takes charge in 
my absence. 

20.726. Y'ou only have a weigh-raaster when you are 
absent yourself? — ^Yes, 

20 . 727 . Y'ou practically weigh yourself?- Y'es, every- 
thing. 

20.728. Does this town belong to tbe Earl of Limerick ? 

— Yes, except the hotel. 

20.729. The markets are held and the butter principally 
is exposed on the public thoroughfare ? — It is. 

20 . 730 . Does he contribute anything directly towards the 
expense— outside, of course, his ordinary rates and taxes — 
to the cleaning of the streets of the town ?— No. 

20 . 731 . Do yon? — No. 

2(»,732. Only through your rates and taxes?— Y'es. 

20 733 . There is no shelter accommodation for the butter, 
to protect it in the summer from the heat of the sun or in 
winter from the inclemency of the weather?— The buyers 
and sellers would sooner have it as it is. 

20,734. Do the traders of the town object to that?— The 
traders of the town would sooner have it es it is. 

20,7;i5. Do you think the market would improve if 
there was an enclosed market place with proper shelter ac- 
commodation provided?— No. It would be far worse. 

20,736. It would not liring more buyers if t^ thought 
tbe butter was properly cared for?— No. The buyers 
would rather have it as they go through the streets them- 
selves. 

20,737- Have they e\*er complained that there is no 
cooper here to completely drain the firkins, end that they 
arc put to any additional expense in providing coopers ? — 
No; quite the contrary. 

738. Y'ou have never levied any tolls other than the 
we^iiing chafes at any of the markets ?— Never. 

20 . 739 . When weighing any of these commodities, do 
you j^ve a ticket denoting tbe weight P— Yes. 

20.740. Is it a printed form?— I have an impressed 
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20 741. When you weigh the firkins do you mark tke 
weight in chalk P— The buyers issue tickets, and 1 put tne 
weight at the hack of them. 

JO, 742. Have you got any of them P— No. 

20.743. You mark with pen and ink the weight P — Yes. 

20.744. You never atrip the firkins P — No. 

20.745. You never ascertain the tare P — No. 


20.746. Do you put the estimated tare on the tickets aa 
well ?— 1 only weigh and put the weight on the ticket. 1 
have no more to do with it. 

20.747. What is the customary allowance as the tare of 
the firkin ? — 14 or 15 Ihs. 

20,74h. Has the cooper always the weight branded on 
the firMn ?— No. 


20.775. Y<iu always itlTord accomnioclaLion in the fair 
green if they wisli to avail themselves of it, and you charge 
nothing additional P — No. 

20.776. Except the ohai'gc the following day if the 
animal is sold P — Yes. 

20 .777. If the animal is not sold, for the e-viiosure for 
sale and the use of the fair green as stallage the night 
before there is no chui’ge P — No. 

20,77y. Eroiii what districts are these animals brought P 
— They may come 20 miles, perhaps, to the two last fairs. 

20.779. Would you say within u radius of 20 miles?— 
Ya». 

20.780. Witliin what radius are the other commodities, 
such us potatoes anil ilmt, liroiightP — ^Thcy might come in 
seven Irish miles. 


20.749. Then you have not the same system hei'C as in 
Tipperarj' and other places?— It is far broader than that, 
and there is more loose trading. 

20.750. Do you ever hear that coopers acted fraudulently 
in the preparation of the firkin ? — Yes, very often. 

20.751. Has not any prosecution been instituted ?— No, 
except in the case of butter being packed fraudulently. 

20.752. Who prosecuted? — The bnyer. 

20.753. You never prosecuted yourself? — No, except to 
assist the buyer in the prosecution. 

20.754. You prove the case on account of exercising 
authority over the markets and fairs? — Yes. I put a 
particular mark on the firkin. 

20.755. Do you ever mark with chalk on the firkin P — I 
do. 

20.756. Is that the weight of the firkin p — No. 

20.757. Do you ever keep an account of the weight in any 
hook ? — No. 

20,768. Y'ou never keep a block of any ticket? — No, 
except at the weighbridge. Parties send in loads to be 
weighed, and of course they do not come prepared, and 
may he would weigh a load to-day and a load to-morrow if 
a man sold a rick of hay ; so I keep an account of that, 
and DO other accounts. 

20.759. Only those you have dealings with?— Yes, for 
their accommodation. 

20.760. If a strange farmer, whom you did not see before, 
brought a load of hay in to-morrow, would you give him a 
ticket denoting the weight P — Yes. 

20.761 . Do you give printed tickets.? — ^I'hey are not par- 
ticular, and I am not either. They take anything I give 
them. 

20.762. Do you ascertain the actual tare of the cartP — 

I weigh the cart always, except I weighed it before. I 
chance them on the book, and the charge is 6d. for 
weighing. 

20.763. When you know the seller, and you have the 
weight of his cart before, you never weigh again, yju leave 
it at the former tare ? — Yes, if the buyer and seller are 
satisfied. 

20.764. If not satisfied, you weigh P — Yes. 

20.765. Do you know have frauds been committed by 
changing the wheels or changing the entbe cart after the 
delivery of the bay? — A. case of that kind never came undei' 
my notice. 

20.766. The buyers have never complained P — Never. 

20.767. In the case of hay or straw, or anything P — No. 

20.768. Do the farmers ever bring their stock to tlie 
fairs the night before the fair? — ^They generally begin 
about 11 o’clock. 

20.769. Where do they place them all night P — On the 
green. 

20.770. They never seek for storage around the town P 
— ^They may or may not, but they are not charged on the 
green. 

20,771- But have they been charged in other places P 

Yes. 

20.772. By the formers around for stallage ? ^Yes. 

20.773. What is the charge P— It varies according to the 
season. 

20.774. W'hat is it at present P— They hardly charge 

anything now. They never charge anything at the and of 
the year. 


20.781. Maikctablc oommodities are brought within 
seven miles P — Yes. 

20.782. Do the buyers reiiuirc the seller to give a luck- 
penny on the sale of pigs P — Yes. 

20.783. Is it a fixed rate — It is partly a fixed rate. 

20.784. What is it P — Is. on a cow. 

20.785. I am dealing with the jiigs ? — Gd. 

20.786. Is that 6d. a fixed rate P — It is. 

20.787. Does the luck-pemiy vary ns regards the ordiuaxy 
stock ?— The general rule is they give la. I'or luck out of n 
cow. Some pei'sons give more. 

20.788. There is no rule regulating that? — Tlua'C U 
nothing to bind anyone. 

20.789. It is always left to the diaposition of the seller ? 
— ^Yes ; but still it is insisted on, and is a common custom 
from time immemorial. 

20.790. Have you any rules or regulations at all regu- 
lating the fairs P — No. 

20.791. Have you got this toll board up in the fair green 
on fair days ? — Of course. 

20.792. At each gap P — At tv/o gaps. 

20,79.3. So that u stranger to the district can seethe 
charges customary to be paid here ? — He can. 

20.794. When a man is driving some cattle from the 
fab, 8U])]3Q3ing he stated to your mou he did not buy, and 
your men doul)ted the statement, what course would they 
adopt; would they detaui the cattle? — They generally 
ask me what is to he done. 

20.795. Are you always by P — I am at the outer gap. 
They would turn and ask me what was to be done, and I 
would go and ask and see, and if I coultl make no good of 
the man I would let him go. 

20.796. Do your toll collectors swear them or produce 
any paper’ or book or ask them to clwir their conscience on 
the toll board P — That praoticc lias died 20 yeai’S ago, I 
never ask them now. 

20.797. Supposing a fanner was drivdng bis cattle into 
the fair, and on the road outside tlie town he met a buyn 
and effected a sale, would you seek for your charge, if in 
the town that is passed the first house, or are t.lioi'e any 
special limits to the town P — The town ends at a bridge 
coining across. 

20.798. If a sale was effected at the other sideP— I 
suppose I never got Is. out of it. 

20.799. Only when they came within what you cull the 
limits of the town, that is, passed the first houeo ? — Y'es. 

20.800. Have you sought for it and received it on such 
occasions P — I have sought for it, but never got it. 

20.801. Still you are entitled to it P — Yes. 

20.802. Have you e\’or heard complaints of this fair 
green P — No. 

20.803. Is this it before the court bouse P — Yes. 

20.804. In weighing potatoes what is the lowest weight 
you use P — 4 lbs. weight, and 2 lbs., pei-bups. 

20.805. Is it usual to n-eigh down to 2 lbs.?— Not 
usual. 

20.806. Do you give a oast of the beam when you ars 
weighing P — Yes. 

20,80". Do you always ascertain the actual tare of the 
sock p — Not always. 

20.808. What is the estimated tare P — If a bag weigh* 
16 stone 11 lbs., and if the hag is over 4 lbs., they weight 

20.809. They actually weigh the empty sock P— Yes, if 
thev consider it over 4 Iba, they weigh it end then see. 
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20,910. Would that tai'C be iliu same in wet weather as 
on a fine day P — It would not. 

20.811. When a hag is saturated with wet they actually 
weigh the bag ? — Tney would. 

20.812. Do the same obsen'atioiis apply to corn? — tn- 
Yariahly, 1 must say, because I am the | rincipal buier of 
corn, and I invaiiably weigh the bags. 

20.813. Do you charge for weighing the bags when you 
buy yourself.'' — I make a bargain to charge nothing for 
weighing. 

20,81.3. Are there other merchants in the town buying? 
—Yes. 

20,815. Do they weigh themselves? — No; they come 

20,81G. Do you charge a Irf. per cwt. for weighing P — 
Yes. 

20.817. What is the lowest weight of tbs tare? — Four 
pounds; sometimes two 

20.818. What is the customary weight P — Four pounds. 

20,815). Do you weigh their sacks ? — I weigh what I buy 

myself. In cose a purtun wanted to keep the com in the 
bags he would empty the bag and place it outside the 
scale, and then get the net iveight. 

20.820. What was theweight of tbebagP — ^Three pounds. 

20.821. Now, to what weight do you weigh bay at the 
bridge? — To bnlf a stone. 

20,821(1. I'be same applies to all cartloads? — Yes. 

20.822. Could you give me any approximate idea of the 
number of cattle lu-ought to the fairs tbro'oghout the year ? 
— 1 could not, indeed. 

20.823. Y’ou never kept any record ? — No. I calculated 
one year 4,000 calves iirought in, and about 8U0 cows the 
some year ; no horses, aud 1,000 pigs. 

20.824. Only 1,000? — At that one fair. 

20,828. You say there were 4,000 calves? — Yes, at the 
October fair. 

20.826. Did you make a calculation for the year P — No. 

20.827. You perform no duties at the &irs that are toll 
free ? — No. 

20.828. Other than give the use of the fair green to 
them p — I give them the fair green. 

20,825). Hare those toll>free foiis always been held on the 
feir green ? — Yes. 

20,830. Was there any objection to their establishment 
by your father, or the Earl of Limerick, at the time? — I 
could not answer that. 

20^1. Have you ever taken any proceedings to levy toll 
at them P — No. 

20.832. Do you think yourself that they are faiily well 
attended for the time they ore established os your ordinary 
fairs P— No. for two of them have gone down. 

20.833. Wbut do you assign as a reason fur that ? — ^'I'he 
apatliy of the farmers of the district, 'llrey would not send 
in their cattle. 

20.834. Do they keep cattle only for the fairs lute in the 
season? — ^'1‘liey do. 'I'hey do not send in cattle at the fairs 
in January ami Marcit, but the fairs in July and August 
are improving. 

20.835. You never made any calculation of the number 
brought in at all the fairs throughout tile year P — No. 

20,83(1. It would bo impossible to tell that P — It would be 
imjKissible to tell, except at my own fairs. 

20,83/. Could you at all apjjroximate the number at the 
f^s that arc loll free? — I suppose at the January and 
March (hirs there are not 30 beasts sold there; then I 
should think there would be about 150 calves, about 50 
con s, and 200 jiigs at the August fair. 

20.838. Are pigs sold the same day as cattle? — They are, 
and the day previous us well. 

20.839. Where is the pig fair held? — In Grenell Street. 

20340 . Y'ou have no recollection of their being confined 

to the fair green, and tlie police putting them off the 
street? — I put them off the street myself, and put them on 
the fair gmn ; but on a wet day they come back to the 
street again, and we left them there. 

20341 . Did it afford sufficient space? — The green 
sfforded sufficient, but they went on the street for shelter. 

20342. \Vould you say any great per-centage of the cattle 
brought into the fairs is sola. What per-centage was sold. 


we will say, on the Ifith of May P— That is small. There is 
not much in that, ^ ou may count on the October and 
November fairs. At them, I should say, there are over 90 
per cent, of the cattle. 

20,843. .At the other fairs P — The other fairs are not 
much. The July fair is the same thing. 

20344 . And the August fair P — Half the calves were not 
sold the last time. 

20.845. It is calves they bring principally ? Y’es. 

20.846. You charge the same for a yearling as a calf, 4c/ P 
—Yes. 

20 . 847 . Do they ever bring them in when younger, 
u'heu they are not yearlings? — Sis months calf is a 
yearling. 

20.848. What do you charge on a yearling?— The year- 
ling up to the 23rd July, 4rf.; on the 18tb October wo 
charge them 6d, 

t Up’^Y yearling you charge them the ordinary 

20,8.50. That is on the October and November fairs P— 
Yes. 

20351 . If they brought them in at the Mav fair? I 

charge -id., and at the July fair, 4d. 

20.852. Is there a pig fair held the day previous to the 
fain, at which no tolls are levied?— Yesj but I only levy 
lolls on four. 

20.853. On the day previous t) the days on which you 
levy tolls you charge tolls on piss P— Yes, 3d. each. 1 do 
not charge for carts on market day. 

20.854. What do you call market davs? — The dav pre- 
vious to the ordinary cattle Ihir. 

20.855. lliat is, the day before the cattle fair you do not 
charge the ordinary charge on the stand? — No. ' 


Mr. John Suluva,n examined. 

20.856. You have here some fairs that are toll free, and 
others at which tolls are levied. Have you formed any 
ideas at all as co the levying of a toll? — No. I have not. 

I did not study the thing much. 

20.857. Do you think the fain at which tolls are not 
levied ore better or equally us good as those at which tolls 
are levied ? — I'he fairs on which the tolls ue levied are old 
established fairs. Those on which no tolls are levied are 
new fairs which are struggling. 

20.858. Do you think that the toll which is levied on 
animals actually sold in the fair acts in any way as a de- 
terrent upon people bringing in animals and exposing 
them for sale ? — I think it does. 

20.859. Why do you form that opinion ? — 1 have formed 
that opinion all my life. 

20.860. Why? — Because the people look upon the 
custom as a thing they have no right to pay. 

20.861. If a toll at all is to be levied would you approv'e, 
or would the fanners approve, of a toll considerably smaller 
than that at present exacted on all the animals as they 
enter the fairP— I do not think the smaller toll is lequired 
or would be required by the public. 

20.862. Of course you should leave any neighbourly 
feeling for Mr. Curroll out of consideration ; but would 
you approve of a siualler toll on all animals as they enter 
the fair green than the larger one on the animals actu^y 
sold. Would it increase ttie fairs P — I do not think it 
would. My opiuion is it would not increase them. 

20.863. Then you say the farmers pay no consideration 
at ail to the fact whether tolls are levied at a fair or not if 
the fair is a good one, and if they have an opportunity of 
effecting a s^e ? — Of course I b^eve the toll wonld have 
nothing to do with them if they thought they would have 
a good market or made good sales. 

20.864. They would not mind paying the toll ? — No. 

20.865. Have you ever heard complaints of the tolls 
levied here? — t never heard a complaint. ' 

20.866. Have you bad experience of other fairs ? — No. 

20.867. Would you approve or do you think the markets 
here cuiild be fostered and made better if a proper enclosed 
market space with sufficient and adequate accommodation 
was afforded the people ? — I do not know. I know a good 
many people are better pleased to have the markets held on 
the streets, though 1 am not one myself. 

R 3 
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20^8. Ak you ouposed to them P— I urn opposed for a 
particular reason. It does not serve my business. 

:^0,S69. Would those people in favour of it put up tntli 
any inconvenience caused to them by the markets being 
held on the streets for trade purposes P— That is ray 
opinion. 

20,970. For the same reason you object to them ?— Yes. 

20,8/1. Do not they occasion much filth and dirt nbotit 
the pl^ P— That is my objection. 

20.872. Who removes it after the market?— The sca- 
venger. 

20.873. That is the road contractor P — We have a sca- 
venger besides; we have a man for cleaning the sewers 
and chancels. 

20.874. Who are his emjiloyers P—The sanitary autho- 
rity. 

20.875. Tire board of guardians? — Yes. 

20,87(>. Y'ou have no local autiiority in BruffP — No. 

20.877. Do not the board of guardians and grand jury 
look alter the local aSairs P — Yes. Mr. Carroll is one of 
the guardians. 

Mr. Kkancis O’MeauA, Auctioneer, examined. 

20.878. You have heard the remarks made by Mr. 
Sullivan ; do you concur in them es to tlio fact that tolls 
in no way act as a deterrent on people bringing in tlieir 
cattle or commoditlea P — It does not interfere one way or 
another with them. It has not the slightest effect on the 
fairs. 

20.879. That is, if the tolls ate levied only on the animal 
actudly sold? — Just so. 

20,8£-0. Have you heard that the animals have been 
injured passing the toil gaps by the ]ierson collecting the 
toll there ?— Never. 

20,881-2. Or any undue delay caused to the formers P — 
There must be a necessary delay when there is a large lot 
of cattle. I am often surprised at the quickness with 
which they let them through the gap, taking into account 
they have to take the number of them. 

[(d/r. Carroll.) I generally take theii' words for the 
number.] 

20.883. IMiy do you fMr. O’Meara) form that opinion 
you ha^’e given about the tolls ? — Well, the tolls generally 
go as leek, and buyers do not care three farthings if they 
coo give satisfaction at the fairs. As a rule, buyers care 
very little for the toll. 

20.884. Is this luck-penny they get ft'om the seller an 
equivalent to the toll ? — It is generally double the toll. 
In some cases, in consequence of that, they do not care 
about the toll. 

20.885. Supposing a man bought 20 or 30 head of cattlo 
would he get a luck-penny on each head P — Yes ; and if a 
big price was paid to the seller it would encourage him to 
give a little more to the buyer as a luck-penny. They 
generally give much more than the toll. 

20386. Yon would be against the remox'al of the markets 
off the street ?— I would. I would prefer to have them on 
the street. 


20.887. Have you ever heard of any of the penshablc 
ccmimoclitics bi’oiigltt in licrti being itijiu-ud by the wcutherP 
— They are not long in it, mul they sire tvcll protected when 
brought in. 

20.888. How aru they prohsitnl ? — pKittHited Ly the 
gross and oovering, and only oxpiisul while tlie buyer ia 
tasting. 

20.889. 'That is tho liutlcr P — Yes. 

20.890. Have you ever luuird o)>jcctiuns made by the 
buyers and yourself that tliu Irntt^ir was not omcially 
coo{>ered and com])letcIy druiiiod befuru being weighed p— 
There might 1>o an wlvautitgc in that. 

20.891. Have you ever founil you hnvo been at alossin 
buying butter that ]ia!« not liuuii dmiiicd P — Sometimes it 
doc-s not shi]> tlm weight 1 got in, but that ruruiy occurs 
and they would rather bo iil; wliutuvor little loss tlievoi's 
than be backing thu butter mul diiiitig it. 

20.892. Do yon think it ia Kuilicli'iitly ilmined from the 
deseri]>tiun Mr. Carroll gave of ihn pi'iu;tic(! of turning it 
up wliilo the Iniyera arc Ijuyirig other llrkins P — It does not 
sufiicicntly drain it, hut the farmers um not in the habit of 
putting mneU pickle in It. They are getting hotter. 

20.893. Would you aiipi-ove oC the system elsewhere 
established in the large nmrkots ofeuoporiug, di-aiuing, and 
taring P — 1 would approve of it. 

20.894. Have you ever Uimwii from your own cx]icri6nce 
of firkins fimuhilently inudo ui»P — 1 nave to he sure. I 
found firkins horo once IH IIm. weight, and they should be 
only 14 lbs. 

20,89, '). You u'ould ajiprove of the system adopted else- 
where P — I w<mld iipjirovo of a chrek on tho larva as imicli 
as posaihlc. 

20396. Arc they Imnd-niadc firkins brought hereP — 
Yes, all hand-mndo. The buyers Imil a rule that every 
coo]}cr should l>rand the tain: on the firkins and bis own 
name, and it was a cajiital arriingeincnt if they kept up to 
it; hut after a bit it fdl tlmnigli. It is a great oheck on 
fraudulent tares. 

20.897. Have you heard any conipluinte, or have those 
who attended here any complaintH, against the manage- 
ment; did you ever hour complaints that the iinimuls were 
too lung stontling hi tho fair green, and no stalls or pens 
provided for them P — 1 never livard eomjdainta. 

20.898. Tlieir value has not depi-iciutcd P — I never lieard 
a coraplnint. 

20399. Would you approve of those stalls licing erected ? 
— No. 

20.91)0. Do yon think they are iiceessnry P — 1 think tho 
buyers woulil rutlier like being out in tbe oiion fair, 'fhey 
imagine they could not go tlirmigh all the stalls and ace 
the csttlo jiroperly. 

20.901. Do yon think for thu town and the ilistriet 
around that the fairs arc good P — Two fairs are very good ; 
that is tho October and November fairs. 

20.902. You could not give any iqipwiximatc idea of tbo 
numlicr nf cattlo brouglit here to tile fairs throughout the 
yew P — I could not. 

20.903. Is there any other genllcmnii who has any ob- 
servations to make P — No answer. 


Tile inquiry tlien ended. 


KILMALLOCK— CO. LIMERICK. 


With reference to my inq^uiry in' Kjlmallock on the 16th November 1888 I beg to 
report as follows : — 

Kilmallock is an ialand town in tbe county of Limerick. It is a station on t!ie 
Great Soutliern and Western Railway Hue. The surrounding country is Tory fertile, 
and the town itself has a fair trade, which is chiefly in agricultuml produce. The 
houses are well huilt and the sti'eets fairly ■wide. The local govemmeut ia vested iii 
the hoard of guardians and tho grand jury, {ind the population is 1,027. 
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The market day is Friday. Tire fams are lield on the 4th January, 23rd February 
13th March, 8th AprU, 6th May, 20th June, 20th July, 4th August, 13th September’ 
14th October, 20th November, and 9th December. ’ 

No tolls are levied at the markets, but if any of the commodities are weighed a 
charge is payable to the private individual performing that duty. ° 

Tolls are levied at the lah-s held on the 4th Januaiy, 23rd February, 20th Juno 
4th August, ISth September, 20th November, and 9tb Docembei-. ’ 

No charges arc levied at the fairs held on the 13th March, Sth April 6th May 
20th .July, and 14th October. ’ 

No market or fair rigbfa are exercised exclusively by any one individual, neither 
■was any evidence forthcoming of any such rights being claimed. 

A pig fair is held on the second day before the ordinary fan, except when the latter 
falls on a Tuesday when the pig fair or market is held on the previous Monday, and 
when the ordinary fair falls upon a Monday the pig fair is held on the prerious 
iFriday. No charges are leTied at the pig fairs. 

One patent was granted for the town of Kilmalloek. It is dated 21st March, 

2 Georgfi IV., and authorised the Provo.st, &c. of Kilmallock to hold six fairs, viz. 1 
21st Pebmaiy, 25th March, 23rd May, 6th July, Sth November, and 4th T)ecembm\ 

The tolls at the fairs ai-e jmyahle to a committee of traders called «‘The Pair 
Committee.” It appeal's the markets and fairs fell into abeyance until about 25 years 
ago, when the traders of the town voluntarily establislied the fairs on the 4th January, 
23rd Pel)ruary, Sth April, 20th June, 4th August, 13tli September, 20th November, and 
9th December, and wliich were held in a field the property of a Mr. Kelly to whom a 
charge was payable on the entmnee of each beast to the field. The fairs were sub- 
sequently removed to a field belonging to a Mir. Pati*ick Clery, then to one belongirg 
to a Rev. Mr. Mcldon, until about 10 years ago when the present “ Pair Committee ” 
was appointed. This committee was appointed to improve the fail's and markets and 
exercise control over them. Their first work was to purchase the tenants’ interest for 
120Z. in the present field, which is used as a faii**green and is some four acres in extent. 
The rent is 2'U. and it is held for 99 years. The committee then expended over 700?. 
in improvements on the green, and for the repayment of which each of the nine 
gentlemen forming the committee are jointly and severally liable. 

The fairs on the 13th March, 6th llay, 20th July, and 14th October were established 
in the year 1880 by the Pair Committee. 

A schedule of charges is erected, and a weighbridge, belonging to one of the 
committee, is available if required by those frequenting tlie fairs. 

The charges payable are on entrance to the fair-green, and if beasts are sold else- 
where none are claimed on them. 

In accordance with my instructions I have inspected the fair-green and mai'ket 
places, &c. 

The fail's are held in an enclosed fair- green situate off the main sti'eet and close to 
the railway station. There are three entrances, the principal one being by a large iron 
gate from the public street. The gi'eeii is commodious and most snitable for fair 
purposes and, so fai* as space and convenience is concerned, afford every accommoda- 
tion. There are, however, no pens or slieds erected for the shelter and accommodation 
of those li-eqiienting the fair as buyei-s and sellers. 

Horses, sheep, and pigs aiv sold on the public streets, and no fair rights are claimed 
over them when disposed of there. 

The mark<its are not large, and thotfgh Priday is the day fixed upon for general 
purposes the commodities are sold every day dui-ing the week. Powl and butter are 
generally brought to a private market square attached to the dwelling house of one of 
the Pair Comimttce. It is narrow, and at the time of inspection was not faultless a.s a 
market site. There is a large shed under wliich the butter is weighed after being 
previously sold in carts in the street outside this square. The fowl are exposed both 
inside and outside the square. 

This square, it should be stated, is enclosed and forms portion of Mr. Sullivan’s 
property. All the butter brought into town does not pass through the market nor is 
it sold on the public streets. The buyers buy two thirds of it on other days than 
Priday, and have it delivered at their stores where they ascertain the weight, &c. on 
their own private scales. A beam and scales and weighing machine fpr weighing 
loads of hay, stra^v, and othei' commodities are provided hy Mr. Sullivan. The 
machine is capable of weighing cattle. 

R 4 
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21.000. What per^sntage, would vou say.ofthe 
brought in are sold on a fair day P-That vanes. If there 
was a good demand for cattle, most of them at the fair 
would be sold. 

21.001. What would be the average for the year JP— I 
think three foortbs would he too much to say would be 
sold, but I think there are more than half. 

21.002. .\re these fairs at which no tolls are levied os 
good as the fain at which you levy tolls P— The fairs at 
which there are no tolls never amounted to much. 

21.003. What was the reason for establishing them and 
not le\'ying any tolls P— It was an inducement to tiie people 
to send in catUe so that they would be at no expense. 

21.004. At the time of starting them did the commirtee 
contemplate the exaction of a toll at any future period r— 
Indeed they did. 

21.005. When the fairs were sufBciently established P— 
Yes. 


21.006. And they have that opinion yetP— I think we 
have abandoned it now because the fairs have not amounted 
to anything. 

21.007. Do you keep any record of the number of 
animals attending the fairs? — We do not, only the 
receipts. 


21,00S. Have you got here an account of the receipts P — 
I have got it here in the book aa we received it. 

21.009. You did not make any average for the couple of 
years previous P — I took the amount for the last 12 months. 
I went back to the November fwr, the 20th Novemher last 
year, and we received that day 201. 4s. 8J., on the 9th 
December 31. 18s. 3d., the 4th January 5s.— that waa a 
very stormy, wes morning, and nobody came to the fair. 

21.010. Do you think if there waa shelter accommoda- 
tion provided in the fair-greeu that they would have 
brought their animals P — ^T’hey would not, because the 
morning was so bad, stormy, and wet that the farmers 
could not drive in the cattle. They would not have 
thought of removing their cattle from the farms to bring 
them in. 


21,011. Would they have removed them the night pre- 
vious if there were any pens or stallage in the fair-green P 
— They would not except a very few who came a long 
distance. 


21.012. Do they bring them in that wav the night be- 
fore ?— Sometimaa and at some seasons of the year. 

21.013. Where do they place them ? — ^They put them in 
fields around the town. 


21, nu. Do they pay stallage charges P — ^Tliey pay for 
standing and for hay. 

21.015. Is there any fixed amount ? — ^No, but we would 
accommodate them in the fair field and charge nothing but 
what we charge the morning going in. 

21.016. You are alwan quite willing to allow them the 
use of the fair-green for that purpose P — Yea, at any time. 

21.017. Well, now, what did you receive on the 23td 
February? — ^We received 141, "fs. Id.; on 8th April, 
181. Is. 4d. ; the 20th June, 111. 17s. 7d . ; the 4th August, 
31. 17s. 4tl.; the 13th September, 31. 11s. lOd. 

21.018. What expenses were you at last year or durum 
that period P — ^The rent and taxes amoented to 301. It 
may be a little over, and 1 think it would be a little ; but 
it is 301. in round numbers. 

21.019. What ocher expense were you at?— For adver- 
ti4Dg and posting, 101. 

21.020. That was in order to pueh the f^s and rive 
jiublicity to them P — ^Yes, and then for collecting 61. That 
13 what we pud a man to stand at the gaps. 

21.021. Is that the total expense P— There is then the 
interest whbh we pay, which is about 251. a year. 

21.022. What is the rate? — ^Fivc per cent. 

21.023. From what hank? — From the Munster and 
Leinster Bank, 

21.024. You would aay about 6001. due to them at pre- 
sent ? — ^There is not that amount due to the bank, but we 
owe about that. 

21.025. That is the total liability of tbe members P— 
Yes. 

21.026. Was the charge on entiy of ail the animals the 
only charge levied at all the fairs since they were esta- 
blished in the first instance P— There is the only charge. 
There has been no alteration iu the charge. 


21.027. Have you ever heard the larmers objecting to 
pay ^at charge when they might not subaequently sell 
the anhnnl iu the fiiir-greeii P — There is no doiiht they 
have. They tiavc coiu|)laiucd about it ; in fact, they have 
disliked to pay going in because in the other fairs around 
us, it is when tbe cattle arc coming out there is a charge, 
and tlic farmers going to these fairs have looked upon wtat 
they pay oa so much out of pocket, and if they went any. 
where else they would not have to pay it. 

21.028. Did they over state they were agi-eeable to pay 
in the other manner P — It is the buyers pay in the other 
instance. 

21.029. Is it not customary for the seller to give the 
buyer a luck-penny P — It is. 

21.030. Would that bo equivalent to the toll ]>ayaljle hv 
the buyer ? — They give tiie luck -penny here all the same, ’ 

21.031. Although in tbe first instance they pay the 
charge on outering P — I think it makes uo alteration in tbe 
luck-penny they give, 

21,0.32. Thei'c is no rule regulating the value of tlio 
luck-penny P — No. It is a voluntary matter. 

21.033. It is left to the disposition of the seller P — Yes. 

21.034. Have they any fixed luck-penny on pigs? — 
They have about Gd. a pig. 

21,01i5. Is that irrespeettve of the fact whether it is a (at 
pig or u bonhom P— All the very same. 

21,030. Now you Itavo (id. a cart on pigs brought into 
the ^-green P — Yes. 

21.037. That is irrespective of the number of pigs in tbe 
cart P — It is. 

21.038. What is tbe nombur tlmt is usually brought in, 
orthe smallest you recollect yourself they have brought in 
a cartP — I think i rcoolloct seeing one, and the man 
obiecting to pay <id., and the lUivn at the gate let him in at 
half jirico. 

21.039. Let him in for 3d. P — Yes, on account of his 
having only one. That may not occur for years. I never 
remember but onoe, but in another case it might be a 
dozen in the cai't. I think the average niunbct would l>e 
from six to twelve piga. 

21.040. Tlmt choi'ge of fid. is the only charge payable to 
the fair conunitteeP— 'That is the only charge. 

21.041. You cliorge nothing at all going out P — No. 

21.042. Or for any standing in the fair-green P — Not on 
a fair day, 

21.043. How is the fair-green utilised between fairs P— 
It is let for standings. 

21.044. Wlmt benefit did you derive lost year from that ? 
— I suppose probably from all sources it amonntril to 
alwut 101. 

21.045. In addition to the amount received fram tbe 
fairs? — Yea. 

21.046. What description of standings do yon bate 
there P — Kerry cows coming here and going from one 
place to another, and they stop bore for a night to rest. 

21.047. Wliat rate do you ohorge P — Is. a aoore — that is, 
for ^). Then there are dealing men from time to lime 
between fairs. 

21.048. Hut it is purely for standings? — Yes, and we 
ohargo for cows. 

21.049. From what districts are the animals britugitt 
here and exposed for sale, or within what limits woulil you 
state? — ^They came from Chai'lcville, Brulf, Hospital. 
Knocklong, and Knockpotrick. Within a radius of seven 
or eight miles. 

21,060. You say that they always bring the cattle into 
the fair-green. Do they ever sell about the fair-green, or 
avail themselves of the presence of the buyers?— Very 
seldom. 

21.051. They always take them into ‘.the fair-green ?— 
Yes, end, principally, dealing men bring cattle m calf to 
seU. They are brought firom the King’s County and 
Meath. 

21.052. Purely dealers’ cattle? — ^Yes, and sometimes 
from the Dublin Market they ore brought here and sold. 

21.053. Do you ever clean the fiur-greeo after the fiurs, 
or is it necessary P — No ; it is not necessary to clean it. 
We only clean the approaches to it. 

21.054. What expense is incurred in cleaning the 
approaches? If you pay a man, what is the rate of pay- 
ment, or would you say that is included in the 61. for 
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coUectmg P— No. The cleaning would be outside that. 

It is not hard to clean. 

21 065. But I want to get the total expense you are at? 

think you might say you have it. 

21 OStf. You say it is included in the U. for collecting ? 
should say it would. 

21 057. Yonr right to collect this charge only extends to 
the limits of the fair-green ?— That is all. 

21 05j*. 1^0 you ever take nny steps to get them to 
expose their auimals on the fair-green and not on the 
public ihoroughfaveP— We have asked the owners of the 
sheep to take them into the fair-field. 

21,1)50. Dill you ever induce the buyers only to buy 
when the sheep were exposed in the fair-green ?— I do not 
think we did. I do not think we ever interfered with them 
in Ihat way. 

21 OtiO. From what districts do the buyers come ? — 
ITiey come from Cork, Limerick, Dublin, and Waterford. 

21 061. You could gii'e no idea of the number of animals 
brought liere and exposed for sale ? — No. 

Mr. J. J. 0'Sui.LiVAN, merchant, examined. 

21.062. markets are held here P— There is only 
one market independent of the pig market. 

21.063. When I say market I mean the general market 
for mar^table commodities, not, for any animals P — 
Frirlay — one ^y in the week. 

21.064. Where are these markets held P — In the market 
square, quite convenient to our dwelling-house. 

21.065. Docs rhat market square form portion of the 
public thoroughfare ?— No. It belongs to myself. 

21.066. It is your own private property P — Yes. 

21.067. Wlmt description of commodities is brought 
there on Friday P — Fowl and butter are the only two items 
I have. 

21.068. Are potatoes brought there P— No. 

21,060. Are not the potatoes exposed at all in the town? 

— ^They are. 

21.070. I take it then that this is a priv-ate speculation 
of yours, and tliat there is another one in the town P — 
ITiere U. 

21.071. Only butter and fowl come to yours ?— That is 
all 

21,0/2. Ibis market square is entirely enclosed P — It is 
ruled in. 

21.073. Is it in firkins the butta- is brought P— Yes ; 
they ore bought in the street, and brought in them to be 
weighed in the market. 

21.074. Are all commodities exposed for sale in the 
public street?— Yes, except some fowl outside the railings, 
and more inside. I do not charge any tolls. 

21,0/6. Do you charge any standings P— No. 

21.076. The sellers of the fowl have to pay no charge P 
Nothing at all. 

21.077. And iieyavail themselves of this market P — Ym ; 
tliere is an arrangement put tliere for the accommodation 
of the market. 

21.078. Have they shelter accommodation P — ^Therc is a 
shed. 

21.079. They can go in there if the weather is in anyway 
inclement P — Yes. 

21.080. Is the butter brought in carts into the street? — 
Y’es. 

21.031. The butter is always sold here before it is 
weighed ? — Yea ; it is sold and then the weight is got. 

21.032. The buyer will not j»ay for it or buy it— that is, 
conclude his contract — unless it is weighed P — I could not 
say that it is generally done. 

21.033. Did they ever bring it away without ascer- 
taining the weight ? — I think it is generally bought before 
it is weighed. 

21.034. Is it always weighed before being delivered P — 
It is. 

21.035. What is your charge ? — Id. a fiikin for wdghing. 

21.086. What do you give in return for that?— I 
weigh it. 

21.087. Have you a cooper employed? — No, only a man, 
and he gives the ticket. 

21.088. He ascertains the gross weight of the firkin P— “ 
Yes. 


21.089. He never drains it P— The cooper ism attend- 
ance. 

21.090. ^Vho is the cooper? — ^The buyer’s cooper. 

21.091. And be drains it? — Yes. 

21.092. Are the firkins drained, so fsr as your know- 
ledge extends, sufficiently, and to the sat’sfaction of the 
buyers ?— I tbdnk so. 

21.093. You never heard them complain ® -Both pvties 
interested are there, and it is to their satisfaction every- 
thing is done. 

21.094. The firkins are not completely stripped P — ^They 
are somefimea. 

21.095. That is when you are in doubt or when you 
think it has been fraudulently prepared and not correctly 
made up P — Yes. 

21.096. You have a printed ticket P — Yes. 

21.097. It is in return for this ticket you get the penny P 
— Yes. 

21.098. Do you keep a block of that ticket P — ^Yes. 

21.099. Do you ever enter it in any book? — It is a 
separate book in itself. 

21.100. Yon always retain the books and keep them for 
a lengthened time, that if a person lost the ticket yon 
could tpve another P — Yes. 

21.101. In addition to giving the ticket, do you mark 
the gross weight in chalk on the outside of the firkin ? — 

No. 

21.102. Are the firkins branded with the tare by the 
coopers who make them ? — Generally they ore. 

21.103. Is there any mle among the buyers here not to 
buy a firkin except the tare is branded on it P— I do not 
think so. 

21.104. There is none here? — No. 

21.105. But in the m^ority of cases the tare is branded? 
—Generally. 

21.106. You never yourself ascertain the tare of the fir- 
kin P — No. 

21.107. Do yon pat down the estiinated tare on the 
ticket P — ^Always. 

. 21,108. What is that estimated tare ? — 14 lbs. 

21.109. Did yon ever allow 15 lbs. ? — If the cooper notices 
some timber about the firkin, he mentions it, and another 
pound is put on for the tare. 

21.110. Is all the butter brought here weighed at your 
scales P — Some of it is, I believe, weighed in the stores of 
the buyers, but very little. 

21.111. That is for the private consumer P — In the stores 
of the local buyers. 

21.112. They weigh at their own scales? — Yes, during 
the week. 

21.113. But on Friday, do they? — OnFridayait isgene- 
ridly weighed in the market place. 

21.114. That is at yonr scales on Friday P — Yes. 

21.115. What is the lowest weight you weigh with or 
down top — Down to a pound. 

21.116. 'WTiat is your system of weighing P Dtf jrougive 
a cast of the beam or do you weigh by standing beam P — 

I give a cast of the beam. 

21, U7. Would you say, then, the firkin must have a 
pound or nothing r~Yes. 

21.118. If it were three-quarters of a pound over and 
above the ordinary pound the buyer would get the advan- 
tageP — Yes. 

21.119. Is that tare and that iwund and three-quarters 
of a pound the only dednetions trom the gross weight of 
the tokin, or is there any allowance for salt or anything P — 
No. 

21.120. Or for pickle if there is any in it P— No. 

21.121. Does the buyer rely on his own experience to 
taste the butter ? — ^Yes. 

21.122. There is no official taster employed? — No; the 
buyer does that himself. 

21.123. What per-centago would you say of •the firkins 
brought in go to your sqnare P W ould you say half as many 
again are hot brought there ?— There is three times more 
bought during the week thut comes to my store. The 
butter bought by the different buyers is brought into the 
town before it is shipped. One of the buyer may buy 100 
firkins in Newcastle ^Yc8t, and another 100 firkins in 
Mitcbelstown. 

S 2 
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9 1,1 24/ 1 mean the number of-firkina brought in by the 
f armers to aell in the first instance here P — ^There is about 
one third weighted with me and two thirds go to the 
stores. 

21,125. 'Phat is boMht from the farmers and not at the 
adjoining markets ?— ^hey bring it into the stores during 
the week. 

21, H6. From what districts is the butter brought here? 

— Within a radius of four or five miles. 

21.127. Have you any rules or regulations erected in the 
square for the observance of buyers and sellers P — No. 

21.128. Have the buyers anv rules P — ^There was a rule 
that they were not to huy at tte stores on Fridays ; they 
were to buy in the market. 

21.129. Is that observed P— I think it is fairly. 

21.130. Are the buyers who frequent the market square 
«.nly loco] buyers? — 'lliBy are buyers from Limerick, too, 
and Tipperary. 

21.131. The role was made by the local buyers that they 
should not buy at their own stores P — It was generally 
done for the benefit of the market. 

21.132. That is the only commodity on which you 
receive any charge P — ^That is all. 

21.133. You have receipts from no other source? — Ex- 
cept the weighing. 

21.134. What scales have you for weighing the butter? 

— The ordinary beam and sesdes. 

21.135. Is the one sufficient for the purpose? — We get 
two, if necessary. 

21.136. You have got an ouncil ?— Yes. 

21.137. What commodities do you weigh on that ounoilP 
— Hay and straw principally ; mangolds and turnips. 

21 .138. Is there another ouncil in the town P — I do not 
think there is. 

21.139. Any load the weight of which it was desired to 
ascertain must come to your ouncilP— Yes. Mr. Walshof 
the railway station has weighed ; he weighs privately, but 
lines not ^aige ; he weighs hay and straw. 

21.140. What is your charge for weighing a load P — 4<f. 
a load. 

21.141. Irrespective of the commodity the load contains? 

— Yes. 

21.142. Must the weight of hay and straw be always 
ascertained before it is delivered to the buyer? — It i« 
generally bought by the ton. 

21.143. Is it bought before it is weighed? — It is. 

21.144. Where is the hay and straw exposed for sale P — 

It it bought generally at the forms. There is no market. 
Tbe seller might come in from the country and sell it one 
(lay and then deliver it. 

21.145. They never stand on the streets with hay P — No. 

21.146. You weigh straw the same wayP — Yea. 

21.147. The same observations apply to thatP — Yes. 

21.148. And tbe turnips? — The same. 

21.149. They never stand on the street and expose 
them ? — No. 

21.150. Neither tbe hay, straw, turnips, mangolds, nor 
carrots are exposed in loads ? — No. 

21.151. In weighing the load, do you always ascertmn 
the tare of the cart? — ^Yes. 

21.152. Supposing a farmer whom you knew weighed ' 
■ his load to-dsy ana came to-morrow with another load, 

would you ascertain the tare of the cart P — ^Yes. 

21.153. You never go by estimation or recollection of the 
former weight of the cart P — No ; it is always weighed. 

21.154. You never found any frauds committed by 
changing the wheels or substituting the entire cart?— > 
Never. 

21.155. Or such complaints have never been made to 
you P — I never beard of any. 

21,166. Would that 4d. be charged for a donkey load if' 
it came in P — Yes. 

21.157. What is the lowest weight you weigh down to in- 
a load ? — Any weight at all they wish to weigh. 

21.158. I do not mean the smallest load, but the lowest 
weight you weigh down to? — Down to 7 lbs. 

21,169. Do you weigh down to 7 lbs. in weighing a load 
of hay P— No. 


21.160. What is the customary smallest w&lglit 

weigh down to? — 7 owt. ' 

21.161. It must bo 7 cwt. or nothing P — Yea. 

Mr. Thomas Barricit c.xamined 

21.162. You have another beam and scales P — Yes 

21.163. What commodities do you weigh on Up — 
Potatoes. 

21.164. Do you weigh corn in addition to potatoes?— 
Yea. 

21.165. Anything else P — Nothing else. 

21.166. Are the potatoes always weighed at your beam 
and scales P— Yes. 

21.167. What is your charge P — Id. per bag. 

21.168. Is the bog of potatoes alwajrs sold before you 
weigh it P — Yes. 

21.169. lliey never ascertain the weight of it before 
they sell it P — No. 

21 . 170 . Have you got any scjuare similar to Mr. 0. Sulli- 
van’s or any morket place? — I have a little place that 
holds a few bogs of potatoes. 

21.171. Do they expose them there for sale? — They 
expose them in the street and sell them, and then I weigh 
them. 

21 . 172 . Do you always weigh the empty hag P — There is 
a general allowance for them. 

21 . 173 . VVhat is it P — Four pounds and five pounds. 

21 . 174 . How would you know whether it would he four 
pounds or five pounds P — There might bo an idle bag, and 
then they throw one into the scale and weigh it. 

21 . 175 . Would that estimated tore bo the some on a wet 
day as on a dry day P — If the bag is wet they take that 
into consideration. 

21.176. I take it if there was a dispute between the 
buyer and seller as to the weight of an empty bag they 
would weigh it P — They never dispute. 

21,177- Supposing it was a very wet day and a bog was 
brought in, whether 00 m or potatoes, and it got completely 
saturated with wet, what would be the weight of the bag 
or what would be allowed for it P — It would be 10 pounds 
if the day was wet. I often saw a bog 10 pounds and 
often saw a bag one. 

21.178. What is your charge for weighing the com ?— 
Id. a bag. 

21 . 179 . What is the estimated tare of a bag in that 
case ? — Four pounds or five. 

21.180. T'he same as potatoes P— Yea. 

21.181. Could you give me your receipts from tbiaP— 
Yes, perhaps. 

21.182. What are they in the year P — I could not say. 

21.183. Do you make 21. P — Yes, that is the most, and 
I would not make that same, only I buy a handfiil of 

' potatoes myself when they have no one to buy for them. 

21.184. You deal in these commodities yourself P — ^Ves. 

21.185. Do you use the pound weight when weighing P 
— I do sometimes. 

21.186. What do you usually weigh down toP — Four 
pounds, and often two. 

21.187. And in corn P — Down to a pound in corn. 


Mr. Gborob D. Cahill examined. 

21.188. There is no other person or trader in the town 
having any beam and scales to weigh the different commo- 
dities than what has been mentioned P — No. 

21.189. Have you beard from the people of the town 
that these are quite sufficient for the purpose? — One is 
quite sufficient. Mr. 0. Sullivan’s one is quite sufficient ; 
in fact, it does not get quarter enough to do. 

21.190. Did you pver bear the people here in the town 
discussing the advisability of having a general market for 
all markrtable commodities P — Certainly, 1 think it is very 
necessary. 

21.191. Have they ever discussed that? — The fair com- 
mittee have discussed it, 

21.192. The establishment , of a market as well as furs P 
—Yes. 
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21.193. Did they ever take any steps to establish one P— 
So, because they could not ; they have got no patent. 

21.194. They took no steps, you say? — A gentleman 
reminds me that one year they paid a yearly sum to Mr. 
Sullivan for the market, and attempted to establish it, and 
it failed and did not pay. 

21,196. Within yonr knoniedge or within the knowledge 
of any gentleman here no person has at any time exercised 
any tights over the market P — Never. 

21.196. Other than Mr. Sullivan or Mr. Barrett for 
weighing purposes P — Yea. 

21.197. Do you think a necessity exists for a general 
market P — I certainly say there is no town in the world 
wants it more. 

21.198. What was the cause of the &ilure to establish 
a market? — It did not succeed. It was an oats market. 
The fowl market was the only thing that held on, and 
that is holding on atiU, but the butter market is a failure 
also. 

21.199. Are you in trade in the town P — Yes, a draper. 

21.200. Are there any objections to these fairs of sheep 
and pigs and horses being held on the street? — I certainly 
say 1 have an objection to the horses on the street, but 
would not object to the pigs or butter. 

21.201. Wl^P — Because 1 think it is very well to have 
them there. Every shelter is there about the streets. 

21.202. Why do yon object to the horses? — Because 
they sre very dangerous. 

21/203. Have accidents ever happened P — Certsinly. 

21.204. Tlie fact of pigs being sold on the streets occa- 
oioas much filth and dirt about the public thoroughfare P 
—The people put up with that. When the people scatter 
each person gete a snare of trade, and if they collected at 
one end of the town one party would have a better centre 
than another. 

21.205. Would you say that, although the holding of 
the Burs on the street occasions much filth and dirt, the 
traders would put up with that inconvenience for trs.de 
purposes P — They would. There is not so much filth and 
flirt caused, liecause the scavenger in the town comes and 
removes that away in a short time afterwards. 

21.206. Is that scavenger in the payment of the road 
contractor P — He is in the emnloyment of the board of 
guardians as the sanitary authority. 

21.207. He performs the duty of cleaning after the fairs P 
— Yes. 

21.208. You heard no complaints? — Not in that line, 
but there is against the road contractor, who leaves stuff 
there for a we^. 

21.209. Do you think the traders would be opposed to 
a removal of the Mrs off the streets? — They would be 
opposed to the removal of the pig fiiir. 


Mr. Maurice Grady examined. 

21.210. You arc in trade in the town P — Yee. 

21.211. In what trade P — Butchering and public 
business. 

21.212. Have you formed any ideas as to the establish* 
meat of a general market here in Kilmallock ? — I declare 
there is not a man in town but would be proud if we could 
establish a general market. 

21/213. You are a member of the fair committee P — 
Yes. 

21.214. Do the fair committee contemplate a renewal 
of an application for a patent? — They nad no idea of 
renewing it until notice of this inquiry was given. 

21.215. What deters them from applying for it and 
endeavouring to foster a market here. Is it the expense P 
— It ie the expense. 


Mr. Harris examined. 

21,216 Are you connected with the butter trade here P — 
Yee. 

21,217. Did you ever hear that the butter was dqjre- 
ciated in quantity or value by its exposure to the elements 
on the public thoroughfare? — Certainly. I always have 
an objection to buy butter in carts on the public thorough- 
fere. There should always he a house provided to have 


the batter taied and managed as it is at Limerick where I 
frequently bought a lot of butter. 

21.218. Supposing it was a vtry warm day and the 
butter was exposed here in the public thoroughiaie, would 
it not be depreciated in quantity ? — Certainly. 

21.219. And the value has been lessened to the producer 
than it otherwise would be if there was sufficient accom- 
modation ?— Yes, and when the buyers goes to buy, it 
is so soft that it cannot be handled, coopered, or tared. 

21.220. You think a necessify exists for a proper 
enclosed market? — Certainly. It would be tiie greatest 
possible improvement. 

21,^1. Would Mr. Sullivan’s market square afford 
sufficient space if the butter were removed and exposed 
there P — ^I'he nicest place possible, and at the first meet- 
ings about the market it was agreed by the farmers and the 
buyers that all butter should be brought into the shed and 
coopered. It was carried out for several markets until 
some little split occurred, and it was broken np. 

21,222. Was thst the buyers fault P — It was more the 
sellers’. There were some people who did not bring the 
butter in as nice a condition as they should, and they did 
not like to have it exposed. 

21^228. Have prosecutions taken place for fraud of that 
description P — 1 hoil one. 

21/224. It is always the buyer who institutes proceed- 
ingsP — I wQI tell you bow it occurred. I bought a &kin 
from one man and found 14 pounds of pickle in it ; I told 
the man to take away the firkin, that I did not want to 
prosecute, and he refused ; and then 1 went to a con- 
stable and asked him to prosecute, and he instituted the 
proceedings. 

21.225. You consider that fraudulent practics are owing 
to the w'ant of proper facilities for coopenng aud sheltering 
the butter? — I think eo, and it would serve the fenuer 
ultimately, because, if I was buying bntter in Limerick, I 
wonld pay more for ic in Limerick than in Kilmallock ; 
because 1 could rely invariably on what I got in Limerick, 
the tares and everytaing else. 

21.226. Do yon consider from the practice and manner 
here that the price of good butter is lower than in other 
places P — It is certainly lower than in other towns because 
I paid 3s. more for butter in Limerick than in Kilmallock. 

21 . 227 . You state that the reason is it might be frau- 
dulently prepared hereP — Yes, because when I go into 
Limerick I can see a man's ticket, and I am prepared to 
get the contents of that ticket Another thing unfair to 
toe farmers is that if a firlun of butter is brought to the 
town and he gets 60s. for it, be gets nothing for the extra 
pounds. Some fermers ascertain the weight of their firkins 
at hame. A firkin may vreigh three quarters ami three 
pounds, but toe fanner gets nothing for the three pounds, 
becauaa it is three quarters of butter that is bought, and 
toe buyer gets the benefit of the three pounds over. 

21,227a. Of course four pounds is the lowest weight? — 

A pound 

21.228. They would knockoff three pounds P^ — Y'es, six 
pounds, but I frequently saw two or three pounds. They 
would not get a peony for anything over three quuters irf 
butter. 

21.229. What remedy would you suggest? Is it that 
toe farmers should provide themselves with scales ?— What 
I told you pot it into a house and then the farmer would 
get an equiv^ent for the quantity of butter be would 
bring it. In limerick they pay so much a pound for 
every pound over. The tiAet is shown, and if COj. are 
given tor the quarter calculating according to the ticket, 
if there were two pounds of butter over, toe seller is paid 
for it. 

21.230. Here the farmer would only be paid for three 
quarters P — Yes ; and they ore charged for anything they 
are short of the three quarters. 

21.231. They are charged for anything under, and then 
they loae anything over itP — Yes. .Another thing in houses, 
the tarvs are very objectionablu and often a great loss to 
toe buyer. 

21.232. How is that? — There may be 16 pounds tare 
and you buy 14. The buyer is then out two pounds. 

21.233. Are they hand-made firkin* P— Y'es. 

21.234. Do you think when toe firkins are not com- 
pletely stripped that gives an opportunity to producers to 

S 8 
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mo,l tn fte p«to of 

than usual P— The farmers have diem a little heavy when 
there will not he a check. 

‘Jl *’35 Would not the buyers oRrec amonn themselves 
to buy nnlr'in a store P—1 am soi^ to say I think thw 
is not a nuirt disunited lot of people on earth than butter 
buyers. They make rules and break them. 

‘M ->3(5 Would it not be to their own advantage ulti- 
mately?-It would be, but I found the contrary. When 
buvinff butter I found a firkin that would he l6 poumis 
tare, and another buyer would come up and say do not 
tdlow anvthing about that. We have no rules here about 
stripping butter. There is no organisation among the 
buyers in the local country maiketa. It would bo the 
grtotest boon if u patent could be obtained for the fairs, 
mil the people would be freely inclined to do so, but they 
are afraid that local influence would be used and put them 
to a great deal of cost. 

21,237. To whom does the town belong P— It is divided. 
ITie right of tolls Ijelongs to the Oliver family. 

21,2.38. AlHio is the representative of this fiimily at pre- 
sent?— Sir Geoi^e CoUhuTst. 

21,239. This Oliver family have_ never within _ your 
memory exercised any right they might have considered 
vested in them ?— Nor for 50 yeai-s, at all events. 


21,2-10. Have you any other observations to make P— No, 
1 know people ivho take their cattle from this side of tlio 
country to Charleville because they are charged trespass 
going in here. 

21.241. Do you think the fact of a toll or charge being 
Iciied deters farmers from bringing their animals to tiie 
fair ?— There is not the slightest doubt in the world about 
it. They take them to Charleville and Briiff in order not 
to come here, but I have been jaiving with the farmers for 
penury, hut they think it a great hardship to have to pay 
wlien they come to a fair and do not sell. 

21.242. It is the cha^ on entry they object to, but they 
have no objection to pay on the animal if sold P — It is the 
buyer pays then. 

21.243. Then the luok-pennyis an equivalent P — It is 
all the rery same. 


21.244. And it is all the same amount P — ^Yes. There is 
no distinction for that. The buyers are very much pleaaed 
with the airaugement here and we sellers ore not. 

21.245. If the buyers are pleased with the arrangement, 
does not that tend to bring more buyers to the fairs ? — 
They do not get the quantity of cattle they like. Men 
from Dublin come here, and they ore disappointed when 
they do not get a waggon of cattle and may want three or 
four. 


21.246. Is there any greater demand for oattle with 
more buyers than in other towns P — ^There is no fair in 
Ireland where there are better cattle or better prices. 

21.247. Why does not that induce the fhimers to come, 
or do you consider they are mistaken in going to other 
towns for a matter of 3d. ? — I have scolded them fre- 
quency for doing so. If you could get a patent or assist 
them for the tolls and mukets here, this towu would 
beMme one of the most prosperous towns in the South of 
Ireland. 

21.248. Do you think you have exceptional facilities 
here by having a railway station P — ^I'here is no doubt of it. 
Ihere are better facilities here than in the town of Charle- 
ville because the people take their cattle to the railway 
here and hox them, whereas in Charleville th^ put them 
into yards, but here they irill not be paid until tbey put 
them into the box at the lailv'ay. 

21,2-19. The farmer always delivers the animal at the 
railway station P — Yes. 


who paid the custom would have charge of the beast, and 
then the sellw would not he lesiionsible. 

21,253. Have you anything clso to suggest P— No. 


Mr. Mii’HAiin Gi;»uinh examined. 

21.254. Have yon any vemurkH to mokcP — Before the 
late Mi. O’Sullii-an died' we went very near having a rail, 
way down to the fair-green, ihul is a siding, I bclievs the 
committee have some claim mi the road from tlie fair-grenj 
to the station house. Agniii, I would Hko to remark that 
before this committee was formed the authorities ordered 
the horses off the streetH to the fair-green ; hut since the 
coinoiittcQ was formed, and since wo got oliarge of the 
fair-green, the {lulice took no stops to have them removed 
off the puhlic llioroughfiirti. 

21.255. Have tliey Bnmmfmed them, or have these sum- 
monses had the effect of making tlicin remove their horsesP 
— No. They got HUch trouble and opposition that they 
tired of it and gave it np. 

21.256. (Mr. Gradi/.) Wc U|>cn the fair-green gratis, and 
do not actually ivant to uhargo, and they will not go in. 

21.257. (Mr. Harris.) 1 think ultimately there will he t 
siding down to the fnir-groen that will afford odditioial 
facilities. There is a hyc-nmd alongside the fair-green to 
the railway station, and it is not iitiliswl. They then went 
so fur 08 to Imy a piece of the workhouso farm. 

21.258. Was it on your repi'c-sentiitioiis the railway wag 
going to put that dawn?— ()ti the representation of the 
fair committee. They imulo an applicallon to put down 
the siding stating it would he for their benefit as well as 
ours, anil would imiirnvo the fairs very much when lie 
cattle could be lionglit, turned iqi there, and Iioxed imme- 
diately. There is another matter to which I wish to refer, 
ahoiit the shedding or pctiH. I tliink it most deainibls 
that there should bo Hhudiling and \>cii6 for cattle and 
sheep, as in Fermoy partieularly. 

21.259. In Fermoy there is pi-acticolly the same charge 
on cattle coming in ns hero, and it is said to work very 
well P — There is a great centre about Fermoy. They have 
no fairs to avail or, but bcrc we ore surrounded by Bruff, 
Cliarleville, and other plaocs, and it takes away from our 
fairs not to have tolls cliargod guiug out. 


Mr. Patuick Cleary re-examined. 

21.260. What further remarks have yoi to makeP— 
There is a great mistake made by tbo farmers in not 
coming here, because undoubtedly tooy would get better 
prices at the fairs hero thun at the surrounding frire, 1 
often heard buyers say they never bought dearer cattle than 
at Kilmallock, and, strange to say, the fanners know this, 
and have an objection to pay 3d. coming in. 

21.261. From the number of buyers attending here, 
making the demand so groat, and when the supply is so 
small, liow has such a small por-contogo remained unsoldr 
— That varies sometimes. If there wiia a great demand 
lor cattle more would be bought, but if you havea barging 
fur, the demand not being so uiuoh and tbe prices down, 
then more cattle ivill remain unsold, because tlie sellen 
would uot bo prepoi'cd for the fall and the buyers would 
not advance. 

21.262. You never heard of anv combination among the- 
buyers to give only a certain pneo for tbe cattle P — None 
whatever. 

21.263. They all act indoppudontly of one another?— 
Indeed they do. 

21.264. Have you hatl experionco at any otiier fairs be- 
sides Kilmallook P— N'o, notliing more than that I attended 
other fairs. 


21.250. If you were to levy a toll only on the animal 
sold, would not the seller have to pay it, because the animal 
would be in his possession (lassing the gate P — No, because 
the huyei'’s men would be with liim and would tell how 
many bead of cattle there were going out. 

21.251. In the period that elapses between the contract 
and the delivery at the railway station is the seller respon- 
sible for the possession of the animal? — He is at the 
present time as the tolls axe levied there. 

21.2.52, Supposing rn accident happened to tbe auimal 
whilst being driven from the fair-green to the railway 
station , would tlie seller be responsible ? — I think he would 
nt present, hut if the tolls were leried going out the man 


21.265. Do you buy and soil at them? — Y'es. 

21.266. From your ox]icricnco of this and these idscM, do 
you think, where fairs and markets exist, that they should 
be under the control of a local body, if any sncli exist; u 
not, under the authority of a fair or markets committM, 
and not have them in the luinds and subject to tbe contro 
of an iadividual P — 1 think it is better to have them in tbe 
hands of a comuutteo. 

21.267. Do you think the united efforts of the membw 
of acommittcc or local authority, such as the town wmaiW" 
sioncTS, would tend to work llicm to the better satisfoction 
of the farmers and those Erequimting the'marketaP— No 
doubt about it. 
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■‘21 26ti. What la your reason for expressing that opinion P 
—Because they would take more trouble in working up 
the fairs and making them larger, and gire more faciCties 
to the buyer and seller. I tliink a committee would do 
that iiettcr than an individual. From a pecuniary point 
of view the entire fair committee do not want or care to 


derive any benefit. '\\'hnt tbev simply waut is to imiu-uvu 
the fa^s for the benefit of _ the town. I do not think rlie 
committee are likely to derive any benefit for many vears. 

21,2Gft. Messrs. Harris and O'Sullivim agreed mth tlie 
opinions expressed by Mr. Clery, and no other gentleman 
coming forwai-d to give evidence, the inqiuiy terminated. 


CHARLEVILLE— CO. CORK. 


■With reference to my inquiry in CliarloTille on the 17th November 1888, 1 beg to 
report as follows : — 

Cliarleville is an inland town situated in the county of Cork. It is a station on the 
Great Southern and Western Railway line, and on the Waterford and Limerick 
Railway line. The town is fairly well built, and the streets apparently looked after. 
The principal street is of a good width, and the others of moderate size. The trade 
is agricultural and the local government is vested in the board of guardians and grand 
ju^. The population is 2,266. 

The market days are Wednesday and Saturday. The fairs are held on the 
10th January, 3rd February, 16th March, 14th April, 12th May, 9th June, 6th July. 
15th August, 12th September, 10th October, 12th November, and 5th December. A 
pig fair is held on the day previous to the ordinary fairs. 

Tolls are levied at the markets and also on the fairs held on the 10th January, 
16th March, 12th May, 15th August, 10th October, and 12th November. The fairs 
held on the 3rd February, 14th April, 9th June, 6th July, 12th September, and 
6th December are toll free, as are also the pig fairs. Previous to last year tolls were 
collected at the pig fairs held the day previous to the ordinary fairs at which tolls were 
levied, but in that year they ceased to be demanded, as the result of legal proceedings. 

If, however, any of the pig fairs or any of the fairs held on the 3rd February, 
14th April, 9th June, 6th July, 12th September, and 5tli December fall on a market 
day, tolls are collected on each animal according to the rate mentioned in the scale of 
charges. 

A toll board is erected, and beams and scales and a weighbridge have been provided. 

The market rights and tolls are the property of the Earl of Cork. They are sublet, 
however, to a Mrs. M. Fitzgerald, of Charle^le, under a lease for 16 years, of which 
eight years are unexpired, at the yearly rent of 1441. 

Although in the evidence it has been mentioned that four patents were gnmteil for 
Charleville, the public records only disclose two. The first is dated 7th June 102‘J, and 
was granted for Rathgogau alias Charleville, and authorised one Roger L. Brigshiil 
to hold a Wednesday market and fairs on the 24th June' and 29th September, and the 
day following each. The second patent is dated 13th September 1828 (8 Geo. IV.), 
and authorised the Earl of Cork and Orrery to hold fairs on 10th January, 16th March, 
12th May, and 15th August. The markets and fairs held, therefore, imder express 
authority are the Wednesday market and the fairs on the 10th January, 16th March. 
12th May, 6th July, 15th August, and 10th October, and the markets and fairs no« 
held under any express authority disclosed by the public records are the Saturday 
market and the fairs on the 3rd February, 14th April, 9fch June, 12th September, 
12th November, and 5th December, and the pig fairs. 

The fairs on the 3rd February, 16th March, 14th April, 12th May, 9th June, Gtb 
July, 12th September, and 5th December were established in 1864, and those on the 
10th January and 15th August must have been first held a few years previoiisly. as 
the fairs only held at the sitting of the Royal Commission in 1852 were those on the 
10th October and 12th November. The latter two have been held for a considerable 
period. 

In accordance with my instructions, I have inspected the market and fair places. 

The markets are held in what is c^ed the market J^d. It is an enclosed space 
situate off the public street and near the courthouse. There are two beams and scales 
and a weighing machine erected. Sheds are built in a portion of the yard, where corn 
can be stored. The space is, however, not very large, out no complaints were marie of 
its being insufficient to meet the requirements of the trade of the town. Several of 
the marketable commodities are exposed on the public street outside the market yard. 

The fairs are held on the public streets. There is no shelter acconunodntiou 
whatever, except that afforded by the houses, for those frequenting the fairs. There 
are no pens or stalls or other essentials provided for the cattle. 

S -i 
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NeitHer tKe owner or tenant contribute anything towards tbe cleansing of the streets 
other than their ordinary rates and taxes. 

An ad valorem toll is levied on com to the amount of 6ti. in the £, but this is said 
to be only half the charge to which the owners are entitled. It includes cranage. If 
the commodity is weighed on days other than market days, Irf. per bag is charged, 
and an additional penny for a ticket denoting the weight if it is required. The tare 
is not mentioned on the ticket so charged for, and similar charges arc made in the 
case of potatoes. 

Complaint was also made of the charges on fowl, which are for tho standing on the 
public thoroughfare. An instance was cited where a woman brought some fowl to the 
market in a cart, and had to pay 4d. standing toll on the load for three consecutiTe 
market days, as she was unable to effect a sale the preTious market days. 

Strong opinions were expressed as to the inooiivenience caused to the inhabitants of 
the town by the fact of tho fairs being held on the public streets, but these statements 
were canvassed by other witnesses. 

Appended will be found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

JOHN J. O’MEARA, 

45. Lower Moxmt Street, Assistant Commissioner. 

Dublin. 


Charleville, November 17th, 1888. 


Mr. M. Fitzgerald, examined. 


21 , 370 . Mrs. Fitzgerald is the immediate owner of tbe 
markets and [airs hereP — ^Yes. 

21 , 271 . ^Vhom docs she hold under?— The Earl of 
Cork. 


A Schedule of the Tolls and Customs pajable in the Town 
and Manor of Charloville on Market and Fair daya. 
Oiristopber Townsend. 

Charleville, June 20, 1818. 


21 , 372 . He is the owner of the patent granting any 
markets and fairs in this town P — Yea. 

21 . 273 . How does she (Mrs. Fitzgerald) hold P— By 
lease. 

31 . 274 . You have not got the particulars of the lease 
here P — Xo. 


Moricct 

Days. 


Fair 

Daya 


For every horse, cow, bull, or bullock sold 
yearling . 


21 , 275 . For what term is the lease? — Sixteen years. 

21 , 376 . Are the sixteen years unexpired P — No, there 
are eight unexpired. 

21 , 277 . What is the rent P — 1442. 

21 , 27 s. What market day have you here? — ^I'he days 
specially set apart for the disposal of the general commo- 
dities are Wranesdays and Satnrdays, hut there is no 
market on Wednesday. The entire market is held on 
Saturday. 

21 , 279 . Wednesdays and Saturdays are specially set 
apart? — ^These are the patented ones. 

21,230. Have they been always held on these days P— 
Y’es. 

21.281. Will you kindly mention what commodities are 
usually brought in on Wednesdays and Saturdays P— Com 
and potatoes ; in the spring season, plants j for the Christ- 
mas market, fowl. 

21.282. Is hav or straw brought here P— No hay and 
straw market. It comes in to be weighed, but there is no 
regular market. 

21.283. It is ne\’er exposed for sale in the town ?— No. 


slip ... 
goat 

oalf ... 
calf and goat akin 
bide 

cur-lflod of skins or bidos 
hamper of lemons or oranges 
car-load of apples 
baok-load of ditto 
bag of feathers under 8 lbs. 
pack of wool . 
car-load of tunberwaro 
back-load of ditto 
car-load of spade bnndlos 
baok-load of ditto under adozei 
car-load of iron spttdos 
load of cubbago 
„ onions 
car of frize 

covered pedlar’s standing 
small standing of anydesoriptio 
table stonding - 
broguo-maker's standing 
car standing - 

meat standing outside tb 
shambles 
For all hatters’ standing 
„ brecebes-makers’ ditto 
For every hawker 

n piece of dannel. Is. to the pouni 
For potatoes, ditto - - . 



10 

8 

4 

10 

D 


10 

10 

3 


21.284. Ate cattle ever brought in on market day? 

Very rarely. They sell Kerry cattle passing. '' 

21.285. Are pigs ever brought in on market day P— No. 

21.286. Do you collect tolls on Wednesday and Satur- 
day?— Yes. 


21,287. Have you got a schedule of them?— Yes. 


21,2Sa You produce this as the schedule of the tolls 
collect at the markets in Charleville P— I only collect 
the toll for com. 


you 

half 


Wsion-iiousB Fbxb. 

For every bag or sack, 1 d. tor 1 0 stone on 
week days 

n bag or sack on market or fair 
days, ISd. to the pound of 
money ... 
For weighing lumber of all kinds 

For every qnartet of any meat - 
Every hide , 

For every load of coal under 10 owt. 

For leather, Id. to the owt 


1 P«r 


1 

1 

4 
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Tbe above tolls and customs, to be collected on Wednes- 
days, Saturdays, and fail- days only, by Martin Finton, 
WilUntn Harris, and Jrilian Morrissy. 

Fairs on lOtb of October and I2ta of November, except 
falling on Saturday. 

All corn bought or delivered within the manor of 
Charleville on market or fair days is liable to due custom. 

By Ch8. Townbbnd. 

21.289. HAve you got a oopy of this erected in the 
market place P — Yes, at the reduced rate, sixpenoe to the 
pound. 

21.290. Mr. O'Shaughnessy, a solicitor, said: — 1 am 
going away, I appear here on behalf of some people who 
complain that they have been overcharged by this gentle- 
man. A tolls case was litigated, anti we succeeded in 
establisliing that be made overcharges, and that he charged 
toUs on days on which he was not entitled, and Mr. BiniSiy, 
who represents the ratepayers, will attend here in a few 
minutes. He will j)roduce an extract from the certified 
copy of the toIlB lodged with the clerk of the peace, and 
these are the tolls entitled to be levied. 

21.291. {The Assisiani Commissioner to Witness.) Is this 
schedule produced a copy of what is erected in tbe market 
place ?— it is a copy of the schedule with the exception of 
the charge for com. 

21.292. Is it a copy of the schedule you have always 
erected in tbe market place? — Yes. 

21.293. (Mr. O’Skaw/knessy.) Here is the certified 
extract and you can compare the two. 


A Schedule of the Tolls and Customs payable In the 
Town and Manor of Charleville on Market Days to 
the Right Hon. Edmond Earl of Cork and Urrery 
Baron Boyle. Late Irish currency, 


Fair 

Days. 


For every horse, cow, bull, or bullock 
sold - 

„ yeoriing ... - 

„ sheep - 

„ lamb - 

„ pig - 

„ goat - 

„ calf ... 

„ „ and goat skin 

„ hide ■ T ' 

„ car-load of skins or hides 
„ hamper of lemons or oranges - 

„ car-load of apples 

„ back-load of do. 

„ log of feathers imder 8 lbs. 

„ back of wool 

„ oart-load of timberwaro 

B back-load of do. 

„ cart-load of apade bandies 

„ back-load of do. or dozen 

„ car-load of iron spades 

„ load of cabbage 

„ „ onions - - - 

., car of fHeze 

„ covored pedlar's standing 

„ small standing of any descrip- 
tion - - - 

„ table stauding 

„ brogue-ninken’ standing 

M car standing ... 

„ meat standing outside the 

shambles 

For all hatters’ standing - 

„ hreechee-makers' standing 
For every hawker ... 

„ piece of flonnol, Is. to the pound 

Potatoes free. 


Wsiou-nouas Febs. 

For every bag or sack, Id. for 10 stone on 
week days. 

„ bag or sack on market or fiiir 
days, 6d. to the pouutl of money. 

For weighing lumber of all kinds. Id. per 
cwt. 

For every quarter of any meat . - 1 

n hide - - *1 

n load of coal under ID ewt. - 4 

For leather, Id. to the cwt. 


The above tolls and customs to be collected on 
Wednesdays, Saturdays, and fair days only by Thomas 
I sgyaf. 


Cooke, Edward Scanlon, M. E. Rowland, Michael Barrett, 
and Michael Doyle. 

WiLLiau Townsbnd. 


Pairs on the 10th January, 16th March, 12th May, 
15tb .August, and also on the 10th October, and on the 
12th November, except falling on Saturday, in which case 
the fair is to be held on the i^nday following. 

All com brought or delivered mthin the manor of 
Charleville on market or fair days is liable to doe custom. 


21.294. (7^e ilssufanf Comtnustoner.) I see this schedule 
applies to fair days os well as market days? — Yes, there 
are two rates for the market and fair. 

21.295. Do you ever collect tolls on any commodity that 
is brought in any day of tbe week other than Wednesday 
or Saturoay 7 — VVe do not collect tolls now, but there is 
a pig market held previous to tbe fairs, and as long as I 
remernber — a' d a great deal longer — tolls were rfways 
charged on these days up tu about twelve months ago. A 
case was contested and parties refused to pay, and the 
magistrates decided that it was not legal to collect on that 
day. 

21.296. Will yon mention the days you hold the Mrs 
f>nP — ^The 10th January, 16th March, 12th May, 16^ 
August, lOtli October, I2th November. 

21.297. Y’on collect tolls at all ? — Yes. 

21.298. Are there any fairs toll free?— There are. There 
are ^rs held on the 3rd February, I4tb April, 9th June, 
6tb July, 12tb September, and 5tn December. 

21.299. These are toll free? — Y’es, unless they happen to 
fall on a market day, when a market toll is taken. 

21.300. What is the difference in the toll P Would you 
collect on these dan tbe same toll as is collected on ordi- 
nary f^ daysP — No ; only the market toll. The market 
toll is the same as the fair toll on a great many artides. 

21.301. Are these toll-free fairs held on tbe same site as 
the (binary fairs ? — Yes. 

21.302. Where are the fairs heldp — On the public 
street. 

21.303. You have no fair green provided P — No. 

2l,i404. Have you got a weighbridge? — Yes. 

21,304a. Erected lost year? — ^Yes, iu compliance mtb 

the late Act. 

21.305. Who was it erected that weighbridge P— It was 
erected by my mother. 

21.306. At her sole expense f — ^Yes. 

21.307. What was tbe expense of erecting it P — About 
40?. 

21.308. It is capable of weighing cattle ? — Y'es. 

21.309. Has it been availed of for that porposeP — ^To a 
very limited e.xtent. Daring the time it is up five cattle 
only were weighed on it. 

21.310. What charge do you levy for weighing cattle P— 
I think it is twopence. 

21, SU. Is that tbe charge j|ou do levy P — It is whatever 
is stipulated in the Act. I think it is twopence, but I am 
not sure. 

21.312. Will you kindly mention tbe different description 
of animals brought in on fair days? — Cattle, sheep, and 
pigs. 

21.313. Are horses P— Very few. 

21.314. Are pigs brought in on tbe ordinary fair days? 
—Yes. 

21.315. Anything else? — That is all. 

21.316. You have a pig fair the day previom to the 
ordinary feir P — Yes. 

21.317. Is that held tbe day pevious to all fairs, 
whether you collect tolls or not P — Yes. 

21.318. You were always in tbe habit of collecting tolls 
at these pig &irs, that is, the fairs previons to the day on 
which you c^ect toll P— Yes, up to last year. 

21.319. You have abandoned that now ? — ^Yes, except 
that they fall on a market day — ^Wednesday or Saturday. 

21.320. Are there different portions of the town allotted 
off for the exposum of different species of animals F — 
Tbe cattle fair u generally held on tbe main street, and tbe 
pigs down Broad street on fair days. I think it right to 
say t hat - there is no place allotted here for nny species of 
animal. 

T 
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21.321. Ther intermix P— Yea, only wh«-e nobwly wishes 
to tftke their pmce. 

21.322, Nowl Bsehere that for eveiy nig: you chni^e 
2d. on amarket day and 3d. on a fair day f— Yea. 

21,822. For every slip (bonham) Id. on market days and 
2d. on fair days ? — Yea. 

21,324. Supposing a load of alipa were brought in. 
what would yon charge if there were 12 in the load r— It 
the 12 were sold, Is. 

21.326. You would not levy any atandiiig charge on the 
cart for coming in P — No, if all were sold. 

21, .326. If not sold P— If some were sold and some re- 
mained unsold, there would be a charge made for those sold 
and the standing of the cart. 

21.327. Wbat would you charge for the standing?— 
4tf. on a market day and firf. on a fail" day. 

21.328. With the exception of the alteration in the 
charge of com, the ch^es here have not been altered 
within your memory P — No. 

21.329. The)’ have always been levncd P — Yea. 

21.330. And your charges at the fairs are only on the 
animus aetoaily sold P — Yes. 

21.331. What custom gaps have you here?— Six. 

2l,3.‘12. Are they situated outmde the townP — Just at 

the end of the town. 

21.333. I suppose where the last houses ore tituated ? — 
As far as the cattle extend. 

21.334. How many men have yon usunllv employed at 
these gaps P — 12 to 14 men, according to the sise of the 
ftir. 

21.335. At each gap ?— No. altogether. 

21. . 336. How do you pay these menP — About lialf-a- 
crown each. 

21,337- Now, is that the sole expenee you are at in con- 
nexion with the fairs ? — Yes, 

21.338. Have you ever heard complaints that the toll- 
colle^rs ever injured the animals when passing the custom 
gaps 7 — No. 

21.339. No oomplaints have been directly made to you P 
— Never. 

21.340. The Earl of Cork receives 144/. 10s. rent P — Yes. 

21.341. Does he contribute anything dbectly to the 
deansing of the town firom the fact of the fairs bdng held 
on it P — Not to my knowledge. 

21.342. Does Mrs. Fitzgerald P — No. 

21.343. Wth the exception of his contrilmtion and her 
contnbution to the rates P — Yes. 

P '21,344-6. Is it the sanitary authority who clean up the 
streets P — ^The road contractor and the grand jury. 

21,346. Were representations ever made to Mrs. Fitz- 
gerald or to the Eirl of Cork to pronde a feir green for 
the exposure of these animals P— Not to my knowledge. 

21. . 347. The peojile ofthe town have never discussed the 
ad\'isabiUtT of prodding a fair green P- -I heard there was 
some meeHng a few nights ago, relative to the bolding of 
fairs on the street, but I was not at it myself, and I do not 
know what took place there. 

21,348. How far do yon think your jurisdiction extends 
for the collection of tolls P— It is stated in the patent. 

21. . 349. Howfej do yon usually exerebte the rigbtP— We 
do not collect beyond the town. 

21.350. Supposing a farmer was coming in with cattle to 
the fair, and effected a sale of his animals on the road 
before he had entered the town on a fair day, would you 
collect a toll P — If I considered it was within the manor I 
would. 

21.351. How far does the manor extend? — I do not 
know the exact boundaries of it. 

21.352. How far do you usually collect tolls P Only 

just as far as the fhir e.xtends. 

21.353. Have you ever collected tolls in a case such as I 
have described, where the sale was effected outside the 
boundary or outside the last house ctf the town P — I do not 
remembo. 

21,364. A case of that kind has never arisen to your 
knowledge P— No. 

21.355. 'Where are the markets held P— The corn and 
potato market is held in a yard in Broad Street. 

21.356. Y'luhave an enclosed space for them? Yes. 


2l,3.'»7. For them only P — Only. 

21.358. Is butter over brought on Weiluesduy or 
Saturday P — No. 'llicrc was a market some time ago and 
it (Iwinclled away. 

21 .359. No l)utter is brought P — No, except wliat butter 
is sold in .'•mall lumps uliuut the town. 

2l,3(i0, Docs lump Ijuttcr ooino iu any great quHntityP 

No, except whut is tiikuu from house to house. I beliere 

butter is bought in a private store by Mr. Moroney. 

2l.3()l. The vegetables, &c. lu-u sold aljout the streetep 
-Yea, 

21.. '1R2. What toll do you collect on fowl P — Fourpenca 
tile cart. 

21,3ftf. Would that be irrespective of the number in the 
cart P — Yes. 

21. . 364. How many do they usually bring in acartP— 
Wfll, turknys they mostly bring in ciu’ts. 'llicyarcthe 
only fowl 1 collect on. 

21.3(56. Wiat is the smallest number brought in on 
which you collect a toll P— I suppose half a dozen. 

21,36(5. To your knowledge tliey never brought in less ? 
—Not in a cart I tliink that would be about the am^est 
number. 

21.367. You collect a standing charge of fourpenca on 
that? — Yes. 

21.368. Is that tlm only charge they have to pay P— The 
only charge. 

21,3(59. Is that on entry to the fair P — No. They wait 
until they arc sold. 

21.370. Supposing they did not effect a sale of any of 
the fowl, woultl you still Icvj' your standing charge P — Yes, 
init very often I heard a man ctnnpIiiLn that he had not got 
it. 

21.371. Have yonr men over, when pei-sons refused 
payment of this standing charge, seized the article and 
levied distress on it P — No. 

21 . 372 . They have never done so P — I have never known 
it to be done. 

21 . 373 . Is fish brought in P — Yus. 

21 . 374 . Have you a standing charge on that? — No charge 
on fish. 

21 , 37 . 6 . Wh it other description of standings are there ? 
— Cabbage plants in the B])ring. 

21 . 376 . What u your charge on them P — Fourpence a 
cart-load. 

21 . 377 . Is that on market day? — Yes, and sixpence on 
fair day. 

21 . 378 . Would these l«s all carts or small standings 
made up of a couple of hoards resting 011 barrels P — All 
cars. 

21 . 379 . Supposing they do not bring in near, but bare 
small standings such as I have dusoribed, what do you 
chargeP — Wc ebargs a penny on tbom. 

21,(tfi0. Is it in the oourae ofthe market day you collect 
these market charges P — Yea. 

21,381. Have yoii ever been at one of the custjm gspa 
yourself? — Yes, 

21,,382. Do your men inquire from the individual in 
possession of the animal whether he has bought or sold P — 
Yes. 

21.383. If he has bought he has to pay the ouargeP— 
Yes. 

21.384, Supposing he states ho has not bought and 
your collector uoubte him, what course would your collector 
adopt P — If he doubts a man’s rojily he generally tells 
me. 

21,336. Would he seize the auimul or clotuin itP— No. 
I have not known him to do so, but I have knoam oases 
^vhere he asked the parties aboiit it and they said theyhw 
not bought or sold, and on my going to them after^rds 
they admitted they had sold. 

21 ,.386. Have you known instances of where your men 
produced a book or paper to swear them P — Never. 

21.387. Or to shrike the toll board P — Never. 

21.388. Have you got copies of this toll board erected at 
the fairs P — Yea. 

21.389. Have you them always areotoil P — No, they 
were down for some time, They were erected some 
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ajfrt sntl got obliterated. For a time they were neglected 
to be put uji, but tlicy were erected last year again. 

those rretjuenting the fairs and marltets 
fire ^ways in a position to aacertUD, outside of any verbal 
statement of your men, whfit the tolls are P— Yes. 

21.3.‘M). Yon havecopies of the toll hoard erected in each 
gap ? — ^Tlicre are four in the tomi. 

21.3U1. What is your charge on corn?— fid. to the .€ on 
market days. 

21.392. Do you altvays ascertain the contract price 
between the buyer and seller P — The price they give us. 

21.393. You always ascertain the ordinary market price 
of it ? — Yea. 

2 ! ,394. That fid. in the £ is the half-charge mentioned 
on the schedule ? — Yes. 

21,395. When you obtain always the current price or 
the actual controot i)rice between the buyer and seller, 
supposing it was required of you to make a return of the 
current prices here of the marketable commodities, you 
could do soP — Yes. 

21,39fi. You consider your return would be a pretty 
accurate oneP — It would be pretty aocurute. Sometimes 
they do not give the correct price, but in the main they 
give it. 

21,H97- Is the charge you make a toll proper, or does it 
iuslude any weighing services you render P — I believe that 
toll could he demanded on the enm whether it is weighed 
or not. 

21.398. Does all the corn brought here to the market go 
to your square P— All that is brought on market days, but 
during the week there is some delivered direetto thepeo])le 
of the town. 

21.399. Do you weigh it for that toll? — Weweigh the 
corn for that toll. 

21.400. If it is not weighed, but sold, still you levy 
the charge P — Yes, we would Ic^y a charge on a market day. 

21.401. If it was sold P— Yes. 

21.402. Supposing it is brought in to your square or 
market place and exposed for sale there, bnt not sold or 
weighed?— If it is not sold or not weighed we do not make 
a charge. 

21.403. Have you a Wfigb-master employed there? — 
Yes, there is a clerk there. He does the weighing and 
the making up of the tickets, except on busy days, and he 
U Qssisteilliy the weigh-niaster. 

21.404. Have you ever weighed tliere ? — ^\'es. 

21.405. What is the lowest weight you usually put iu 
the scales when weighing com P — A {tound weight. 

21,40fi. You always weigh down to a pound P — Y'es. 

21.407. Do you always ascertain the tare of the sack or 
l»agP — We usually allow four pounds for the bags.bntif 
the buyer or seller objects the empty bag will be weighed. 

21,4CW. You do not weigh all the corn P— They weigh 
every bag of com that comes on market days, but some 
comes during the week, not on market days, and it is 
sometimes weighed iu ihc market. 

21.409. Supposing they weigh it in the market on days 
other than luarkct day, what charge do you levy ? — A 
penny per hag. 

21.410. What is your charge on potatoes?— A penny a 
baa fur weighing. If n ticket is required wc charge an 
adilitionai penny for the ticket. 

21.411. Do you charge anything additional for the 
ticket you give when weighing the corn P — Not on market 
days, l.nt on week days we do. We are enlaticd to charge 
a penny for 10 stone on week days, but we do not charge 
so much. 

21.412. On potatoes on market days you charge a 
penny a l>ag, ami if a ticket demiting the weight is 
required you charge ;u. ii’diuonal penny? — Yes. If there 
ww 10 bags, and to give a ticket, we would only charge 

21.413. Would you charge one penny for the ticket no 
matter how many Itags there were P — Yes. 

21.414. Are the rickets you have for corn printed? — 
Yes. 

21.415. Do you put the gross weight and estimated tare 
un them? — No; in some cases we do. 

21.416. Do you put the name of the individual P — Yes. 

21.417. Of whom? — ^Tbe buyer and seller. 

21.418. Of both?— Yes. 


21.419. Is it signed by your weigh-master?— Yea. 

21.420. Do you keep a block of that ticket?— We keep 
it tn a book. 

21.421. If they lost that ticket would you be able to 
give a copy of it without any additional charge ?— Yes. 

21.422. D>i the same observations apply to vour svstem 

of weighing potatoes ?— Yea. j j 

21,428. You do not keep any block of the tickets ? — 
keep a return in a book. 

21,424. On market day, supposing the corn was brought 
to one or the private stores in the town and delivered 
thw to ODB of the merchants, would you lei’y yonr charge ? 

21.426. ^ouhave done so P— Well, Ido not know any 
^e. On a market day, when we demanded tolls, they 
brought it to the market and weighed it. 

21.426. So that all com sold on the market day, 

whether inside or outside the market piece, you collect a 
toll on it if it comes to your knowledge ? Yti. 

21>427. Supposing they sold it the day previous to the 
market day, and delivered it on the market day, would you 
levy your charge?— Y’es. It states on the schedule sold or 
delivered. 

21,428. Tliat is another alteration you have made in this 
schedule, by charging a penny per bag instead of a penny 
per 10 atone f — Yes. 

21,4251. Have you got any standings on market days ? 

There are a few small standings in to streets. 

21.430. Do you collect a charge from them?— Some- 
times wc do, and sometimes we do not. There are a lot of 
apple standings and we do not collect anythingfrom them, 

21.431. WTjat do you collect ordinarily of them? A 

penny for a small standing. 

21.432. Do you collect that on fair days?— They are 
entitled to pay, bnt a*e do not collect it from them, 

21 .433. Supposing on a fair day or maiket day one of 
the sbopkeepers erected a standing outside his door, would 
you colirct a charge if he disposed of any commodities on 
that standing P — Y'es, un a standing in to street. 

21.434. If they put them on the chionel conrss ? If 

they put them out ivitb ftiat an i things, perhaps out to 
the edxe of the flags, we do not charge on these. 

21.435. Do they put any in the channel course in carts ? 
— No. 

21.436. Have you ever collected any standing chaises 
from any of the Bhopkeepers in the town 7 — No, unless 
they put nut a cart-load of cabbage, or anything dee like 
tot, the same as anything else, hot far any of their shop 
goods they put in the neighbourhood of the door or about 
toe flags we never charge. 

21,437- If they put them on the roadside you charge ? — 
We never do. I have never known it to he done. 

21.438. Does not the fact of toe fairs being held un the 
street occasion much filth and dirt about the public 
tourougbfare? — The street is nut so clean. 

21.439. You have never heard the shopkeepers or private 
inhabitanis objecting to the continuance of the fain on the 
street P — 1 heard the majority of the people was in favour 
of having them held on the dreets. 1 believe there was a 
meeting of the inhabitants about that. 

21.440. In the lease from toe Earl of Cork, did give 
you the market place in addition to the tolls? — Y’es. 

21.441. What extent is it?— Icuuld not say the exact 
size. It is quite convenient to the courthouse. 

21 .442. Have you got shedding in it ? — There is a shed 
erected at one sida 

21.443. What fadlicies do you afford for the weighing 
of the different comirudities brought in. Hare you a 
beam and scales? — W'e have tivo beams and scales, lliere 
ia a small s^es for retailera and people who buy a bag or 
two and sell them azain. We give it free. 

21.444. Then you have one for ordinary use P — ^Yes. 

21.445. Is tot sufficient for ascertsining the weight of 
the different commodities brought there?— Hit is more than 
sufficient, except a few days in the spring and lately, and 
then there is a second scales. 

21.446. Would you say that no luidue delay is caused in 
ascertaining the weight of the different commodities ? — No. 

21.447. No complaints have been made? — No. 

21.448. In w^hing potatoes what is the lowest weight 
you have for wrighing, or what do you weigh down to 7 — 
Down to a pound weight. 

T 2 
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21 449. Do you iJways weigh down to i i»und ^ 

thEtia.ifabaR ofpotatoes is put mto the scales I try it 
mth the pound weight. 

21.450. Do you only estimate the tare of the seek ?— 
Y«. It 18 about four pounds. If the day u wet we allow 
a little more. 

21.451. You always take into consideration the state of 
the weather ? — Yes. 

21.452. Where do they expose the fowl for sale?— In 
the main street 

21.453. Have yon got any charge on eggs hereP— No. 
21.464. If they erected a standing and put them into a 

in the street t--It would be reckoned according to the 
ordinary charge for a standing. 

21 466. Could you give me your average receipts and 
expenditure?— I could not give you them exactly, but i 
can give you an idea. 

21.456. Do not you keep an account?— I do. 

21.457. Of course, if you do not desire to give it publicly, 
I will tJJce it afterwards, because the mattsr is more or less 
one of disclosing your private affairs ? — I can give you the 
exact figures after the inqmry, but I could give you an 
estimate now if you care to nave it. 

21.458. Subsequently witness produced the following 
return of the receipts and expenditure Average gross 
receipts for three years ending 1887, 3921. Us. 1<*.; 
average expenses, including rent for same period, 
1931718*. 2tf. 

21,469. Have you got any rules or regulations in the 
market place? — No. 

21,460. Do you collect any toll on this lump butter sold 
about the streets P — No. 


21.461. None whatever? — ^No. 

21.462. It U only hawked from door to door?— Yes. 

21.463. Do you keep in this book you have referred to 
an account of the current price of the corn 1 — No, we keep 
no return of the prices, hut of the weight. 

21.464. Or the toll you collect? — No. 

21.465. Although it is on the valne of the quantity 
brought in you levy the toUP — Yes. We do not keep 
any record of it in the books. 

21.466. Neither you nor Mrs. Fitzgerald have made any 
alteration in this schedule other than what you have 
mentioned? — No. 


21.484. Have they anjr practice oC forestalling any of 
the commodities brought in P — No. 

21.485. Do they forestall the fowl in any way P— No, 

I never heard. T'Kb fowl are bought up by fowI-dealaH. 
and if some people around the town want fowl they 
purchase them m the same way. 

21,486 From the dealers ?—'niey purchase from the 
farmers. 

21.487. So that the farmers themselves do come into 
tlie market P — ^Tes. 

21.488. You never heard of whero the dealers went out 
and met them on the road, and fluxed a price amongst 
themselves to give and purchased them P — No. If there 
was a brisk market they may go out. 

21.489. You never beard any comulaints of forestalling 
in any of the commoditioH or aniiuala at the pig faira or 
ordinary cattle fairs P — Never. 

21.490. Did your mother see tliis schedule (the list of 
queriBs) P — Yes. 

21.491. I suppose any answer you ivill give she will 
approve of it P — Yes. 

21.492. Supposing in (Jliarleville a local munidpal 

authori^, or, in tlie absence of one, a local authority suii 
as market committee, was ostablislml by Lijgislature, would 
your mother objeot to such committee or authority obtain- 
ing compulsory powers to acquire^ any legal right vested 
in her? I suppose she would not, if compensated. 

21.493. Have you ever heard any comi>laints of the 
management of tlie markets or fairs by your assistants?— 
No, 1 have not heard. 

21.494. Or of any of the tolls that you lc\;y other than 
what you have mentioned about the pig fairs P — People 
complain that the toll on corn is high on market days. 

21.495. Who are they P— The farmers and people selling 
the corn. 

21.496. It is always the seller who pays your charge P— 
The seller pays for weighing. 

21,497- At the markets always the seller pays you, and 
at the feirs the buyer P — Yes. 

21.498. Is the animal always in the possession of the 
buyer when going outP— Whoever we find the cattle with 
pays. Whoever takes the cattle out the buyer pays the 
toll. 

21.499. The aniimd is generally in the buyer’s posses- 
sion P — Yes. 


21.467. Have tolls always been collected on Wednesday 
and Saturday P— Always. 

21.468. And weighing charges other days in the week 
if the si»Ies are ainued of P — lu. 

21.469. Have you always collected tolls on the six fair 
days mentioned P — Yes. 

21.470. You nei’er collected tolls on the others? — No, 
unless they fell on a market day. 

21.471. When were these new fairs established P — I 
think they were established in the year 1864. 

21.472. Were they all established at the same time ? — 
Yes. 

21.473. Do you remember yourself when there were 
less than six fairs established here P — No. 

21 . 474 . You never collected tolls on any less number 

than six ? — No. 

21.475. No one of them was toll-free at any period? 

No. 

21.476. Are these fairs held under the patent P — Yes. 

21,477- The days of them have not been altered? — I 

could not say. Not within my memory. 

21 . 478 . Have you ever heard they were altered P — No. 

21 . 479 . Within what distances are these commodities 
brought here and exposed in (IharlevUle? — I should say 
from seven or eight miles around. 

21.480. And the cattle and other animals to the fairs ? 

Some cattle are brought very long distances. 

21.481. Are dealers’ cattle aver brought here?— Yes, 
sometimes, but not to any great extent. It is mostly the 
cattle of the farmers that come here. 

21.482. Is there any custom or practice existing in the 
market for the sale of com and any other commodity 
through agents or brokers P — No. 

2 1,488. £vc^ farmer who comes in is free to dispose 
of his commodity to whom he pleases ?— Yes. 


21,500. Have they got here the system of luck-penny? 
—Yes. 

21,601. Is that at any fixed rate? — No, but I think it 
is on pigs. 

21.502. What is it P — Sixpence. I could not exactly 
say, hut I believe it is sixpence. 

21.503. On other animals on fair days it is lefttotbe 
disposition of the seller P — Yes. 

21,604. Still, it is always given P — Yes. 

21.505. Do you think that acts os an o<juivalent for the 
toll levied and pmd by the buyer?— It is generally mote 
than the tolL 

21.506. Have you any fairs near CharloviUe which are 
entirely toll-free P — I do not know of any. 

21 . 507 . Are these fairs that are toll-free in Charleville 
08 well attended as the ordinary fairs P — 1 should say 
they are. 

21.508. You would not say they are batter attended?— 
No. 

21.509. You keep no return of the number of animals 
brought in? — No. 

21.510. (Questioned by Mr. Binohy, solicitor.) You buy 
and sell a good deal P — Yes. 

21.511. Your opinion is that the fairs should be held 00 
the streets P— Yes. 

21.512. Tliat is the universal opimon P — Yes. 

21.513. (fly the Commissioner.) What reason do you 
assign for that opinion P — I have attended fairs held on • 
fair green, and on wet days it is very disagreeable, and 
there is no shelter whatever. 

21,614. But if proper shelter aocommodation was pro- 
vided ? — Of course if there was there would be no objection 
to have them held there. 

21,515. (fly JIfr. BtnoAy.) Isthat uossibleP — Idonots*® 
any possibility of doing it. 
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31 516. You aay you only charge a penny per sack for 

weighing?— Y«. 

31 517 . Then I understood you also charge a penny for 
a ticket P — Yes. 

21 518. Then it costs a person twopence when buying a 
bag of potatoes ? — Yea. 

31.519. Are you entitled to that by the schedule, do you 
thiidt P — I think so. 

31.520. (By tka Commissioner.) Apart frotntheschedule, 
is that charge customary for a great many years ? — Yes. 

21.521. As far back as you remember? — Yes. 

21,532. Has your mother always been levying that P — 
Yea. 

21,523 When your father, Mr. Fitzgerald, had the tolls 
before, he levied the chargeP— Yea. 

21.524. How fhr back do yoo say or do vou know docs 
any person in the courthouse remember when the penny 
per bag and the penny a ticket was not charged P — I do 
not remember. 

21.525. When was the schedule filed P — It «-as filed 40 
or 50 years ago. 

21,626. (By Mr. Btncfcy.) Do you remember when only 
4d. a lo^ was charged for potatoes here? — No. 

21 . 527 . As a matter of fact, on every single bag of 
potatoes sold is there 2d. charged P — No. 

21.528. Do not I understand you to say you charge a 
penny a sack for weighing and a penny for the ticket? — 
Yes, if the ticket is required. 

21.529. Tliat is for a single bog of potatoes you charge 
twopence? — If a bog of potatoes is weighed there is apeuny 
for veigbing, and if they demand a ticket we give it. 

21.530. ^^at you say is a person has to pay a penny if 
be wants a deket? — Yes. 

21.531. (By the Commissioner.) Supposing they do not 
want a ticket, do you mark the weight in ch^k P — We tell 
them the weight, and if they require it we mark it hi chalk 
on the bag. 

21,533. Is that usually dune ? — No, they do not ask ; 
Bumetiines they do. 

21.533. Do you charge anything P — No. 

21.534. Does the buyer always require the production of 
the ticket P — ^Nob always. 

21.535. (By 3fr. BiTicky.) About the com, you say the 
charge is sixpence in the pound P — Yes. 

21.536. What is yonr opinion about that chargeP — 1 
think it is a high charge. 

21.537. What accommodatlou is given for the com in 
the market ? Is there any occommoduiion for loads of com 
if the weather is wet P — No, the yard is uncovered except 
the shed. 

21.538. There is no place to back loads into if the 
weather is wetP — Yes, there is the same as any other 
market. 

21,53.9. Do you know, has the fowl market increased or 
gone back? — I thiuk as far as I can judge it is the 
same 


21.640. As long as yon remember? — ^Yes. 

21.641. How long do you remember tbs fowl market ? 
— I could not exactly say; 1 did not take such great 
notice of it. 

21.542. But you were collecting tolls there? — I can 
remember it some years. 

21.543, How many years — 20 years or25P — I did 
not take notice of it for that time. I hare the manage* 
ment of the tolls 10 or 11 years. 

21,644. Have you any person here who can tell us any* 
thing about the fowl market 10 years ago P — ^No. 

21,545. Who was the lessee before 10 years ago P — My 
father. 

21,646. Are you aware that a person bringing fowl into 
the market not in a car ore charged a toll P — ^No. 

21,54/. Will you deny it? — Doriog my management, 
no. 

21,548. At any time P — Icannotsay; lean only speak 
of my own management. 

21,649. Will you deny there are some of your collectors, 
or your father’s collectors, who used exact tolls from old 
women bringing geese under their arm were cliarged P— I 
do not know. 

21.550. (By Ike Commissioner.) Are hides brought here? 
—No. 

21.551. Do you weigh coal? — No. 

21.552. What charge do you levy for weighing loads on 
the weighbridge? — Sixpence a load. 

21.553. Irrespective of the commodity in the load? — If 
it is corn it is more, but for bay or straw or anything like 
that the charge is sixpence. 

21 ,664. Is the com always sold before it is weighed P — 
Yes. 

21,566. Where do they sell it? — It is exposed in the 
market yard. 

21.556. Have you sufficient shelter accommodation if 
they wish to avail themselves of it P~They can pull in their 
horses or carta when there is no weighing carried on. 

21 . 557 . (By Mr. Binchy.) Is there any way in the market 
of keeping corn if not sold? — Yes. 

21.558. Where? — In the market store. 

21.559. Has com been kept there? — Yes, frequently. 

21.560. W'lien was It kept there P — When last unsold in 
the market. The man in charge of the store could tell 
you. 

21,661. (Mr BincAy.j 1 am informed that people bring- 
ing in com have no accommodation. 

21.562. (By the Commissioner.) Supposing people bring 
in com one market day, can they leave it over until the 
next P — Yea, certainly. 

21.563. Do you levy any additional charge? — No. 

21.564. At whose risk is it left there? — At the owner’a 
risk. 

21.565. (By Mr. Biaehy.) Where is that store ? — In the 
market yard. 


Thomas Saunders, 

21.566. What observations do you wish to make? — 

I wish to make some remarks about some questions you 
asked Mr. Fitzgerald in reference to the state of the town 
sfter the fairs. I may state that on one occasion it came 
before me and other magistrates a case in which there 
Was a prosecution agmnst the county surveyor under the 
Sanit^ Acts, and ic (tlie street) was very bad indeed — 
excessively bad. It happened in the height of the dry 
8umm«, and after these fairs there lies never been any 
cleansing whatever, and the result was that the streets were 
covered with the odour of cattle. Cases of whooping-cough 
were prevalent, and attributable to it, and apparently no 
perron was responsible for the cleaning, and there was no 
JMde of ntting it done. It turned out that the streets of 
Charleville, which are cleaned under the ordine^ road 
contracts at that partieuloi’ period, the contract I think 
^ not been renewed, and we thought on that account 
that the county surveyor was then liable for keeping them 
™pcir, and also keeping them cleansed j but to avoid his 
h^ity, however, and as a kind of compromise, he under- 
took to get it done, and see it done for a ehort time. It 
IS a great grievance not to have some person responsible 
tor having them cleaned a^ the fairs. 


Esq., J.F., examined. 

21.567. Would you be in favour of a removal of the 
fairs oif the pubho thoroughfare, and do yon think the 
exposure of cattle should be confined lo a properly 
enclosed fur green P — I do, certainly. 

31.568. You do not tbink it would affect the fairs or 
the attendance at them P—1 think it would be better for 
the fairs, but I ttitok there is a very strong feeling against 
it on the part of a great many InhaDitants. 

21,669. Is this opposition confined to the people in a 
particular trade P— Yes, the pubbcaxia. 

31 . 570 . The other traders atid the private inhabitants 
would, you consider, be in favour of aucb a removal P — 

I think so, 

21 . 571 . Have you ever heard that accidents have 
happened by these fairs being held on the street P — No, I 
cannot say I have. I iiave heard instances of a 
running away and damage being done; I know myself 
of a gateway having suffered, the driver getting drunk 
and smashing everything. I have beard it but verr 
rarely. 

21 . 572 . Still you consider the practice is objectionable? 
I do. I think it is a source of very great inconvenience. 

T 8 
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It is vesj difBcnlt to get through the fairs.' People going 
to the trtuna find it very difficult to get to the station. 

•2l,67.'l. (Qurs/toned by Mr. Bineby, solicitor.) Your 
great objection is on account of the alleged nuisance jiiu 
speak of ? — Yes. 

21,,57-1. Have you any other real objections? — 1 take 
the fact of the place being thnaged. The practi^l 
objections ere that there is no proper mode of hanng tlie 
streets thoMiigbly cleansed. They are excessively dirfv 
both during the fair and after, and in winter it is very hard 
for people to go through, and also what I mentioned, 
the difficulty of ordinary pas.-cngers driving through the 
fair. 

21,575. Supposing that the person who levies tolls con- 
tributed something to the cleansing of the town after the 
fairs and markets, cvould that remove the defect P— If they 
were cleaned any way it woulil he well. 

21,676. You would be quite satisfied? — Yes. 

21,577. Supposing buyers and sellers at the fairs and 
markets, in addition to the townspeople, said the streets 
were the proper place for holding the fairs, would you 
object ?— It is merely my private view, that a fair green 
would be better. That is my own pei-sonal view. 1 
cannot say that I heard, except from very few, very strong 
objections to holding of the fair on the streets. 

21,57s. I believe you sell cattle yourself? — Yes. 

21,579. The streets arc |iarticularly wide?— Y'es. 

2l,5S0. Do you remember last Monday morning — it 
was not a very fine morning, I think?— Y'es, I might 
remember. 

21.581. On a particularly wild wet morning would it he 
better for people bringing cattle or jiigs to hold the fair in 
an open green or to have the shelter of the street, 
BU]>posmg the street was suitalile? — I think it would he 
better in the green for the people. 

21.582. Would it be better for the people who bring 
cattle and pigs to put them out on the open?— 1 cannot 
say that. 

21.583. Supposing the buyers who came to buy cattle, 
and the farmers who came to sell, all say the street is a 
better place Ilian an upeu green, would you still object to 
it ? — I would not have on objection. 

21, 58^. Y’ou state you believe the opinion is in favoui- 
of removing the fairs off the street except the publicans, 
and pubUcaus alone arc in favour of keeping them on 
the street? — 1 have not stated that. I stated thei-e was 
a portion of the townsuuuple who had a very strung 
objection, but I stated tnat those who specially objected 
to the removal were the publicans. ( nav'e not tmdei'* 
taken to say that it is confined to these. 

21,535. Do you beUeve there ore 10 people in Cborleville 
who would be in favour of remoting the fairs from the 
streets to a green outside the town ? — 1 would not say. 
\Ye have got a division of opinion on the point. 

21.586. (2fr. Si/icAy.) 'fhat is what I say, that there is 
not a division, but a consensus of opinion, and all one way, 
and that is for the retention of the fairs on tlie streets of 
Chaileville. 

21.587. {Mr. Saunders.) 1 believe tliere was an expres- 
siou of opinion objectiug to the removal on the part of the 
greater number of the tuwnspeujile, ami .specially on the 
pai't of the publicans. 

21.588. {The Assistant Commissioner.) But you are not 
in a iKJsition to state whether the majority is in favour of 

their retention ou the streets or a fair green? I uever 

calculated. 

21,389. {ByJfr. Binciiy.) Have you anv doubt in tlie 
matter P — I should think that the majority would be in 
favour of retaining them on the streets. 

21.590. M'here is the minority you speak of? I could 

not say. 

21.591. (Jfr. P. Ryan, solicitor.) I appear on behalf of 
the lessee. The sutc of the streets would be a ground 
of complaint, but the sanitary officer should be compelled 
to take out a summons agianst the road contractor or 
whoever is responsible, and make him clean off 'the 
nuisance, because it is io contemplation when he takes the 
contract that he should keep the rood free of nuisance. 

21,55)2. You have no means of ascertaining the additional 
expense to tlie ratepayers by the fact of the fairs being held 
on the streets ? — No. 

21,593. Y’ou could not give any approximate idea? 

No. 


21,55)4. {Mr. Saunders.) In reference to what Mr. Ryjn 
bos said, the mutter came Irefore us as magistrates, and we 
bad great difficulty in uscmlaining that any person wa 
really liable to be punisherl under the Sanitary Acts for 
neglect of the street. As I stated, the county surveyor 
was summoned, and the bench were not able to msks uo 
their minds that the county surveyor was liable, and tin 
county surveyor undertook to do something, and he did 
eomething in the way of impnivoment. At the time we 
found the case (uctrcruely uilBoult, when there was nc 
IKrson wo could inuko liublo. Then if there was a road 
contractor it would depend whetlier or not itwosportioD 
of his cuiitract to clean the streets. You will ooserve, 
understand, for tlio ordinary roads the appointment of 
contnictore rests u]ion the ccssijaym-s of the barony. 'They 
iniiy not lie inclined to includetho cleaning in thecontr^ 
as thut would iniposo a heavier charge on the barony. 
There is no special liability on the contractor by virtue of 
his office except hy special contract for cleaning the 
sti'cets. At one time tlio hoard of guardians, wlio are the 
sanitary authority, used to cmiiloy a man to clean the 
streets, and do now. 

21.595. (Mr. Ryan.) For the lanes and bye-places, hut 
not the public streets. 

21 .596. (Hy Mr. Binchy.) Mr. Saunders, would you be 
of opinion that the person getting tolls should contribute 
something towards cleaning the street, and that it is not 
the coun^' at large should bein’ the e.xpense? — I think it 
very desirable, but of course tolls are private proi»rty. 

21.597. Hut from the increase of dirt or filth created by 
the fairs at which tolls arc levied, do you think it a reason- 
able thing that tlic )<oraon getting tolls should contribute 
something towards the cleansing of the street? — It would 
be desirable, but it appears to 1110 that there is really no 
person taking it on baud, although the expense’ of 
keeping tho streets clean ought not be very great because 
the manure collected iu that way would he very valuable 
if a person took it up for the sake of tiie value of the 
manure, as was done some time ago, and let it accumulate 
until it was worth carrying away. Things are somewhat 
better now than they used to be. 

21.598. But persons are getting 40UI. or 500?. a year 
from tolls, and not giving anything towards the cleansing 
of the strccto ? — 1 think this ought to be a more flocrishing 
toivD than it is, and one reason why it is not flourisbing ii 
the bad state the town is in os regoids its cleaning. If the 
town were cleansed and lighted projierly I think it would 
be a very great advantage. I ihink you see from the 
position of the town and the wide streets it has a very great 
advantage over moat country market towns. I think it is 
the neglect of it, in a great measure, throws it buck, becftus^ 
undoubtedly, Cbarlevillo is not holding its place mtli other 
towns. As regards Kilnuillock, ICili^lock is iricieosing, 
and I am afraid ultiuiutely it will efface Charleville. 

21.599. Uo you tliink the fairs in Kilroallock have 
have become belter, and that the fairs in Charleville have 
not improved? — I will not say. 1 recollect liUmallodt 
nothing but a liumlct. 

21,(500. (By the Assistant Covmvisioner.) Do you consider 
where local authnviiies are ustabliKhed in towns in which 
fairs are held, that thow local aul.liorities, if they exist at 
all, should obtain compulsory powers to acquire the rights 
of (he lessees and ownei'S of fairs, and. work them for the 
henefi,t of the town gonurully P — I think it would be 
desirable. 

21.601. Do you think the united efforts of gentlemen 
forming these bodies or committees would tend to iiicrewe 
the fairs, and lead to better management by affording 
increased accommodation, than having them in the hands 
of a private individual? — I think so. I do not give s 
decided opinion in favour of establishing town cominis- 
sioners. We tried it long ago — forty years ago — and we 
found there was a strong feeling against it on the ground 
that the people did not like rates, because it would incrcosi 
very much toe rates imjiosed on them. 

21.602. Apart from the cstabliahmcut of town conunio- 
eionen, snpjwsing tho Legislature gave facilities for tbs 
estahlisluncnt of market trustees or fair trustees, a bt^v 
similar to the feur committee in Ivilnutllock, do you think 
if such wore established they should obtain compulsory 
powers to acquire the rights? — Yes. 

21.603. It would be an adi’antage to the people of the 
town generally P — Yea, if well managed. 1 think if 
was a general system of regulating the fairs it would hr » 
great advantage. I know the fairs here are very much 
injured by perhaps two or three having occurred mother 
plnces on the same day. Of course they were injured tber# 
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also, so that ifthere was an arrangement of— if there could 
te a controlling body over the fairs, it would be a great 
edvantoge. As it now stands fairs are vaiy much injured 
occasionally bv other fairs in important towns such as 
Tipperary and Silmallock taking place on the same day. 
It sometimes occurs that there are only two or tluee days’ 
interi'al between the fair inone place andtbcfaii'in another, 
Bjid these days are elVaced by Sunday hapi>ening to inter- 
vene, and then Saturday fairs go to Monday, and, I think, 
Friday fairs go on to Monday. 

21,604. There is a right already veste'l in the proprie 'or 
of the furs to object to the establishment of other fairs, if 
they injure his right in any wayP — These are fairs already 
estwiisbed. I have not gone into the question. I merely 


Chablbb HARomo, 

21,607. You heard the answers Mr. Saunders gave to 
the questions I put. Do you concur in his observations 1 
—No, not so far as regards I'cmnving the fairs from the 
streets. 

21,603. You would be opposed to that? — I would, 
certainly. 

21.609. What reason do you assign for that? — Because 
Itbink it would injure the fairs. 

21.610. The removal of them to a fau- gi-een P— Yea. 

21.611. In what way? — In the first instance, there is no 
proper fair green here, I know of. 

21.612. Of course, if it were desired, a fair green might 
be provided ; but leaving out the ])ossibility, what would 
you say ? — I was one of the parties interested with the late 
Mr. Only, In the year I B64, getting up a lot of fairs, and I 
^ould say it would materially injure the fairs to be 
removed out of the town. T^cre nrc very IVw in the 
minority who would wish to have them removed. All the 
dealers and farmers would wish to have them in the town. 

21.613. Is that because they would be convenient to the 
shops, and the peo|ile could obtain shelter ? — It is a better 
place to stand xoi the people. They do not sink down, as 
they would in a fair green, and get wet in the feet. 

21.614. If a fair green was provided with proper shelter 
accommodation for the iieople .md animals, would you 
still be opposed to a removal ? — Yes. If ymi look over the 
tolls and customs schedule, you will see that the. potatoes 
ore free. It is my humble opinion that no charge should 
be made on them ; and these are things that affect the 
poor. 


stated os a fact that occasionally buyei’s and sellers suffer 
great inconvenience &om the fact of important neighbour* 
iog fairs falling on the same day. 

21.605. {By iCr. Binchy.) Yon say, if there was a local 
power or authority to arrange local fairs so that they would 
not clash, it would be desirable? — Yes. 

21.606. {By the CommissioTier.) You would not say local 
authority, but some authority over the country generally P 
— I should say, if the local authority consists of market 
trustees, such as there are in Kilmolluck and other places, 
it would be possible for the committees to communicato 
and arrange. As regards the present fairs fixed by patent, 
there is no possibility of doing that. 


Esq., J.P., examined. 

21.615. (ifr. Ryan.) You will observe that under the 
patent there is no toll for potatoes. The only charge is for 
weighing, and Mr. Fitzgerald will tell you he is entitled to 
charge far in excess of what he actually charges, but what 
he actually charges is half. 

21.616. (llie Assistant CorammiOBer to Mr. Fitzgerald.) 
Do yon levy a charge on potatoes whether they are weighed 
or not ." — I levy no charge if they are not weighed. 

2l,617- Your chsj^e is a penny a bag ? — Y’es. 

21.618. But if brought to your market place and exposed 
for sale? — ^Tbere is no charge at all. Frequently itoccurs 
they ore not sold at ^1. 

21.619. Do you levy any standing charge? — Xo. 

21.620. (ifr. Harding.) I may as well tell you thal 
20 years ago there was a promise made by the late Mr, 
Duly, that if he suw his way towards improving the town 
he would give the tolls luid customs to a local body, but I 
would be very much against town commissioners, because 
we are rated heavily enough before. We could Imva a 
market committee os in other places. 

21.621. You would be in favonr of the establishment of 
a committee or of trustees ? — Y’es, to improve the town. 

21.622. Would you mt that the tolls collected here 
should go to the improvement of the town, and does 
Mr. Saunders agree with you in that? — Y’es. As regards 
the relative prosperity of CharleviUe and Kilmallock, though 
Kiimallock looks flush, the fairs here ere very good and 
are getting on better here than in Rathkeale. 


Mr. Michasl Minnaii examined. 


21.623. Are you in trade in the town P—Yos. 

21.624. Wliat trade ? — Auctioneer. 

21,62.'). From your trade and knowledge of CharleviUe 
you have a means of knowing what ia the consensus of 
opinion of the people of the town ? — In what respect? 

21.626. As to the advisability or inadvisability of i-e- 
luoving the fairs off the street P — My candid opinion is it 
is quite undesirable to remove the fairs from wimre they 
are held at present. 

21.627. Why did you form that opinion P — Both for the 
advantage of buyers and sellers, because my experienee 
is a considerable expei'icnce. Then people sink down in a 
wet fleld, and for the convenience of the public it would be 
a great deal more desirable to have tbeiu on the streets, 
because otherwise the people suffer a great deal. I know 
country Fairs where they are held in fields, and the people 
suffer a great deal at these fhirs in wet weather. 

21.628. But they ^^'ould not suffer if there was an 
enclosed fair green with sufficient and ample shelter ac- 
commodation and pens provideil for the catue ? — It would 
be impossible to provide it. 

21.629. Do not consider the imposaihUity, but supposing 
it was possible to provide a proper and enclosed fair green 
with pens and shelter accommodation, then would you 
change your opinion 1 — Well, to accommodate a ftiir you 
would have to cover 10 acres of land. 

21.630. Are the fiurs so extensive P — Yes, it is a matter 
almost impossible. 

21.631. {By Mr. Binohy.) I suppose you know the 
markets in Dublin. Would you say the streets here ore 

good as the markets in Dublin ? — Yea, with the excep- 
tion of the cattle being ]>eiined in, 


21.632. You would suy that the streets ore os suitable 
as that market P — Yes. 

21.633. (By the Commissioner.) Do you remember any 
period when tolls were collected on a less number than six? 
— Y’es. 

21.634. WhatlairsP — On the Januaiy, August, October, 
anil Noveml)er fairs. 

21.635. Only on thesefourp— Yea, there were no other 
fiurs worth noting. There was a fair patented in May and 
March, and I recollect no fairs on these days. 

21.636. When were these established ? — These fairs came 
into prominence on the establishment of the new fairs. 
These days were not altered on the establishment of the 
new fairs. 

21.637. Although a patent was granted for these fairs on 
the 16th March and 12th May they were not availed of? — 
No fairs. 

21.63'S. You never remember fairs on these days until 
the new fairs were established? — It was open to hold fairs, 
but no cattle or buyers came. 

21.639. If cattle were brought in, tolls would be 
collected ? — Decidedly. 

21.640. Tliey were never toE free if cattle were brought 

IQ p No, because the collector had a right u> charge for 

them. 

21.641. Then I take it that at any period if cattle were 
brought in on these davs they were nob free of tolls ? — 
Ihey were not free of tolls. I may say also that when the 
new*^ fairs were established it was considered of great 
importauce the? should be toll free. However, when 
^hey becamr a luccfss all at once the first fair that turned 

T 4 
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up on 8, patented market day bolls were charged and have 
been charged since. 

21,642. Do those frequenting the feirs and markets 
object to that course ?— I do not think they object ; it is so 
customary to pay tolls; and I would not object to uay 
tolls, but 1 think the tolls should be employed for other 
purposes than at present. 

21,643. 1 take it yon do not consider that a toll, whether 
at markets or fairs, acts as a deterrent on peo])le bringing 
their commodities or cattle to them P— It would be an 
opposition in establishing new fairs, and I think we are open 
for establishing more fairs than we have here at present. 
1 ihinV they would be a success, becauso in the neighbtmring 
town of Rathkeale they have 16, and there are only 12 here, 
and the 16 arc a success there. It would be an encourage- 
ment to eellers to bring their cuttle when the faiK are toll 


21.644. Yon think if the fairs were toll free it would 
tend to improve the fairs?— When the fairs are establiehed 
it would hare no effect. If there were market trustecii^ or 
some such body to arrange the fairs and markets I think 
it would be desirable to add a few other fairs, and at the 
start it would be most desirable these should be toll free. 

21.645. I want to get your ideas on the exaction of a 
toll. Do you think that if a farmer has to nay a toll for 
bringing in any of his commodities to the niorkrt, or cattle 
to the fair, that the fact of a toll being levied, whether 
high or low, deters him in any way from bringing his com- 
modities or animals in any great number P — 1 do not think 
it does. 


31,646. It does not affect him in the slightest mannei' P 
-No. 


21,647. He would not consider a toll the slightest 
objection if he could make a ready sale 7 — If a man sells 
he does not mind paying sixpence or something if it is not 
excessii e. 


21,648. In the estahliehment of new &irs you arc of 
opinion they should be toll free to encourage the buyers 7 
-~Yes. It is the seller actually pays the toll, and very 
often the buyers who come, and they are encouraged to 
come when they know they make so much, liecause a good 
many of the buyers at fain are commissioners who nave 
not to account for what they get, especially the luck- 
penny. 

21,642. If fairs were toll free you think that would 
create greater demand and attract more bnyers? — I would 
not be in favour of having fairs toll free, but I am entirely 
in favour of the tolls being devoted to other purposes. I 
think it would improve Laid Cork’s property if the tolls 
were expended judiciously in the town, so that the patentee 
woidd suffer nothing. 

21,650. You state you would have no objection to the 
tolls, or the people would have no objection if the tolls 
were not excessive. From your experience andoonveraa- 
tion with those people frequenting the fairs and markets, 
do yon know did they ever consider that any of the tolls 
levied here were excessive ? — I never heard it. 'Fhe tolls 
are confined to those who sell, ft is only for bought 
cattle the tolls sre charged. I think they complain more 
wheie there are no tolls, and trespass is charged going into 
the field, where they have to pay 3d. instead of 6d., 
because many take their cattle to the fairs, and do not 
sell. 



21,662. They would rather pay a higher rate on the 
animal actually sold?-— Yes. 


21.653. (By 3fr. Btnc^y.) You ate speaking about catth 
and pigs; but about corn, do you think the charge of 
Gd to the iwuiid oxcesaivo P — I think that charge has brea 
most disastrous to the corn market here. I think it ti out 
of all reason uiitl projiortiim, especially when we know the 
value given. 

21.654. (Bi/ the Comminsioner.) Then you misunderstood 
my former <tueation P — I undetstuuil you asked a question 
that applied to live stock. 

21.655. Arc there any other rates in tlio market you 
object to P— Corn is the principal thing sold here. 

21.656. Is thin a good com rnwhot P — It should be 
much better than it is. 

21,6.57. You think the levying of that charge effects it f 
— I think it is detrimental to the corn market assuminK 
any proportions. 

21 ,65fi- (fly 3fr. liinchy.) Do you think there is luft- 
cient accommodation fur acorn moricet here? — Deoidedlj 
not. 

21,669. You ronsiclor there should bo some sheilsP— 
At a season of tbe year there is imcommodation enoogh, 
because the com does not come in, except in the spring- 
time and han'csf, becauHC of that fee or 2^ per cent, oa 
the money received. It would he quite profit cnongh 
for a man dealing in corn, and it jirccludes the possibOitj 
of dealers dealing in corn. Farmers know the price d 
corn in Cork and Limerick, and they will not come here 
where there is 6if. charged wheli they can go where th^ 
have a larger market. 

21,66(1. 'llio price is too lugliP — Yea. 

21.661. You sny there is not sunieient accommodaiionf 
— Not for a morliot of any pnttimaions. My recollectioa 
is that we hod a meeting, and there was an nnderstauding 
that pcqile would deal largely in corn. At the time thus 
were three or four corn buyers, und the understanding wu 
that corn was to be weighed for Iff. a bag, and it 
appears — 1 am not very cognisant of the market lately— 
that the arrangement lias been departed from, and that 
the oustom of 2^ per cent, is charged to people who sell 
corn. I'hen there was an arrangement at the seme 
meeting that (lotatoes should be weighed free and the 
weight marked with chalk on the bag, and that if a mao 
wanted a ticket he should pay for that ticket only. Tb&t 
arrangement hoe been departed from too. 

21.662. {By the Commissioner.) Did the people condder 
that Mr. Fitzgerald, or the owner of the tolls, would 
perform that duty for u person without I'eceiving any 
remuneration P — At tho time the schedule was made then 
was nothing down for potatoes. 'They were all sold is 
cart-loads and weighed by the weight. The populatioa 
of the town was double then, and the usual way to 
potatoes was to bring them in butts and weigh them ia 
weights. I recollect the weigh-mnster who used to wei^ 
them and maleo no charge. 

21,66,3. During the season are potatoes ever sold by 
measure P— No. 

21.664. lliay have always to ho weighed 7 — Yes. 

21.665. (fly ilfr. Binohy.) You would consider U 
would he a sufficient charge to cover ticket and weighioK 
and all P — 1 should say so. 

21.666. So far os you know from n largo experience with 
buyers and sellers you think tho streets are the proper 
place for the fairs P — Yes. My own opinion goes in that 
way. 

21.667. (fly 3fr. Ryan.) IVom time immemorial hss 
not the charge been made of lif. for weighing and 1<I 
for tho ticket? — It was charged up to the time we had 
the meeting. 


Mr. Philip Mo&tsll examined. 


21.668. [By Mr. Binehy.) You know about tbe fowl 
market? — Yes. 

21.669. Has the fowl market improved, or not, here ? 

It baa gone back very much. 

21.670. "What do you attribute that top— There were 
a gnat many complmts of the toll levied on fowl. I 
remember a cose where a woman had to pay three times 
on one lot, that is three Saturdays in succession, and she 
had to pay 4d. a cart each time for the one lot. 

21.671. (fly the Commissioner.) The charge on fowl ia 
levied as a standing charge and not on the fowl them- 
selves. I take it Mr. Fitzgerald does not consider whether 


any ofthe commodities on the standing aresubsequentlywld 
or notP — They are in a cart and left in the cart when sold. 

21.672. You consider if people pay a toll thev should 
only pay it on the fowl when they have them sold P— Yea 
When the other markets were started near Kiltnallo*^ I 
find the people who come from the west wonld go 
Kilmallook and sell their fowls in Kilmallock before neK- 

21.673. And pass through Oharleville P — Yes. 

21.674. On account of the toll P Yes. 

21.675. [By Mr. Bincliy.) I believe you are a large buyo 
of fowl, wild and tame P — ^Yea. I may say about com 1 
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bved in the town of Kilfinane for sever, years, and I 
asked a man sellmg corn to come to Charleville, and he 
told me he would not Roto » place where he had to pay 
6d. to the jwund for weighing. 

I’l fi/6. -■^bout this cart standing the Commissioner 
reteed. If they l»nng n donkey and cart is tha'. a 

standing P— Yes. 

21,677. Ami they charge Ad. on that ?— Yes. 

21 678. Have you ever known instances where jieople 
charged a toU when they brought a cart alone P— i 
did not hear that. 

21.679. (Sy tJie Commissimier.) Whut return is given by 
the owner in receii>t of the chargi s on fowl for the charge 
ha levies and receives P — No return. 

21.680. These fowl arc exposed on the puhlic thorough- 
fare? — In the puhlic street. 

21.681. Then it is for the right of selling tho.u on the 
public tboroughfsre this charge is levied P — lea. 

21 682. You consider that U an injustice ? — I think it is. 

21,6S3vl)oes it in anyway enhance the value of the 
fowl P — I think it docs. 

21.684. Would you sell them at a lower rate if you had 
no charge to pay P — I think not. 

21.685. It is a churge then that comes out of tlu-. seller#’ 
pocket and notout of the oonsumera’ 7— The sellers’. 

21.686. The price is not enhanced to the coiisumei- ? - 
No. 

21.687. {By Mr. Biiicky.) Do you go to Drinmleague 
to buy fowl. You can buy without any toll P — I think so. 


The market here is very small. When I began theere was 
a very large market; now it has gone down. I remember 
when I grit 120Z. worth of fowl one day. 

21.688. \Yhei) yon trav-d any distance to other markets 
docs the oust betriding, and do you divide it over a number 
of fowl to recoup you ?— Certainly. 

2 1 .689. (.By Jlfr. FilsgeraCd.) At the time the market was 
lt>^e here was there a market established in Drimoleague, 
Kilinallock, or Liscarroll? — No. 

21.690. (j?y Jfr. BiHcAy.) At the mai-ketin Drlmoleague 
or Kilmollock no tolls are charged P — No. 

21.691. {By the Cmmissicner.) Are the fowl chea])er 
tlu re than here ? — No, we ])ay the same price for them. 

21.692. (By Ifr. ilyan.) Used not Mr. Mabony, at the 
time the inoi'ket was doarishiiig, deal in fowl here? — 
Cei tainly. 

21.693. Was the success of the market on account of the 
competilioD hetweea you and him P — I do not think it was. 

21.694. Were not the prices larger and more satisfactory 
to you and the people ? — ^'I’he position is something now as 
then. 

21,696. {By 3fr, B»Kc//y.) Do not the same buyers buying 
here go to the other markets also? — ^Y'es. 

21,696. About the removal of the fairs off the streets, 
what is your opinion ?•— I saw very nasty things occurring; 
I had my window broken one day by a cow runoing into 
my place. 

21,697- That happened when the cow was passing there? 


Mr. John O’Connor examined. 


21.698. (By Jfr. Binrhy.) Arc you n large cattle dealer ? 
-Yes. 

21.699. Yon have been buying for a number of years ?— 
Yes. 

21.700. What is your opinion about holding fairs on the 
atreeb of the town P— I knowChurlevillc, and I never knew 
the fairs have improved more than they have for the last 
five or six years, and I go everywhere, to all jjarts of 
Ir^ud and to sell in England. 

21.701. As a buyer having a large experience, do you 
consider the street a suitable place for buying cattle P Yes, 

I have no objection to it. 

21.702. You prefer having them there to going into a 
green where they would he a lot of slush and dirt in winter 
time? — I would not cai'e about that. 

21.703. {By the CommissioJier.) Supposing thwe was a 
properly enclosed fur green, the ground macadamised, Md 
pens provided there for you, would you prefer going there 
to purchase cattle P We never care to go and buy cattle too 
well fitted up. 

21.704. You never like to go where the pattle have 
accommodation P — Wo never look to our own interests as 
regards mud. 

21.705. I am naking you n general question about fairs? 
—We find a great many of the best fairs in Munster held 
on the street. There is Rathkeale, Thurles, Temjilemore, 
and in fact Kilkenny, which is a kind of enclosure. It is 
bard ground all the same. 

21.706. It is off the puhlic thoroughfare? — Yes, but in 
the other toums the fairs are on the streets. 

21.707. Do you sell in fair greens in England P — Tn the 
markets. 

21.708. Have not they got pens provided in the majority 
of places thereP — Yes. 

21.709. Do you find you get better prices aiid more 
buyers attend the fairs or markets than here?— Well, you 
see you do not know. Y’ou have not any choice hut they 
are there. You have only the market to go to. Y'oukoow 
veiy well they would not allow cuttle to stand in the middle 
of a city in England. 


21,710. But if all were confined all over Ivelantl to a 
properly enclosed green ? — I do not know what that 

would be. 

21,711- Have the traders or dealers with whom you are 
connected e\’er discussed that amongst themselves ? — Well, 
it is sometimes more advantageous to have a fair green. 
In some places you go where the fairs are held on the 
streets. Unepartof the&irin held at une end and the 
other at the other end. Then in portion of tbe street there 
is no cattle, and that is I'ery inconvenient, and you walk 
through the centre of the town without getting any cattle. 

21.712. That is not bo here ? — I never heard any person 
make any objection to the streets of Cbarleville. 

21.713. Have tbe dealers ever discussed the question uf 
a properly enclosed Mr green where accommodation would 
be given, or hare they ever discussed anything in yuur 
hearing relating to fairs ?— They never take any trouble 
about where they are held. The dealers nei'er look to what 
suits them. 

21.714. They rather put up with any inconvenience 
than change the present system ? — ^They never trouble about 
anything being altered. 

21.715. Have you formed any ideas as to the leiwing of 
tolls, or have tlie dealers ? Do von think that you 
would rather go to a fair and buy where no toll was levied 
than go to an equally good one where tolls were levied ? — 
It Avoulil be so much in my pocket. 

21.716. Would you consider that? — ^Not in buying. 

21.717. If you could make a ready and suitable purchase 
you would not consider payment of the tolls ? — ^'i’he tolls 
axe never considered ; but of course, when there is no toll 
it is so much in tbe dt-uler’s pocket ; but in buying a beast 
they never consider the toll. Y’ou will not get more n-hcre 
thei'e is a toll than whcjc there is no toll. 

21.718. You buy cattle yourself? — Yes. 

21.719. There arc a peat number of people buying 
cattle on commission? — Not many. 

21.720. Would not the question of toll be of imporionce 

to them P Yes, it would be of importance. There is no 

one buying cattle but it would he so much in their pockets. 
It would be a lot of money some weeks. 


Mr. Patrick Fishbr examined. 


21.721. (By3fj-. Binoky.) You are a large cattle dealer? 
—Yes. 

21.722. You buy a good deal of cattle? — Yea. 

21.723. AVbat is your oninion about holding the fairs on 
the streets P — I would ratner buy in the town on the street 

1 597SS. 


than in a Fair green, because you can see a beast better on 
the firm ground. 

21,724. {By the Commissioner.) If a fair green were pro- 
|ierly macadamised, would not it he a better ]>lace than tlic 
public thoroughfare ? — Except it was paved, it would not, 
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bec&use in buying ft lame beftst in tbe fair field, Uiftt beiut 
will not show the lameness until you get it out on the 
roftd. 

i\,7-25. If a iiortioD of the fair green was paved for the 
purpose, could not you move them over that for inspection ? 
You could not well do that. 

21.726. Do you consider it better to buy on the public 
thoroughfare where you are convenient to the shops. Is 
that the reason ? — Generally we can see the cattle better 
on the streets. 

21 . 727 . You consider the ground is harder and you eon 
test them better than ou a green? — You can sec them a 
great deal better. 

21.728. Is that the only reason, or is it the principal 
reason P — ^Well, there are no fairs any good here only the 
fairs held in the town. They bring in more cattle and the 


fairs aro hojit up bettor. Any country fairs where theteir. 
fair greens they aro mostly gone down. 

21,72.9. (Bi/ Mr. JHnehy.) On a iiurticularly bat: 

ing could u lair lio held in the open P I would 

home that morning licfore T wniiM go into a fur 
buy cattle. 


• mom* 
stop St 
field to 


21,730. {Bj/ Mr Ryan.) In not Cliiu-leville sneciallr 
adapted for lairs P—Yeu, vary good ; wo do not find i bettw 
fair anywhesre. 


21, /Jl. ioutliuik a hue spacious street is well adapted 

for it;— Yns. In Uathkcalo they have not half so widoi 
street, and good fiiira are held there, but not as good u 
Cbarleville. 


21,732. You agree with the other witnesses tliatthe&irs 
have gone ahead?— Yus. 


Mr. CoRNBLiDS Kbluuer c.\amincd. 


21 . 733 . {By Mr. Binchy.) Do you wish to moke any 
remarks? — ^Yes. 

21 . 734 . What have you to say P — For a number of years 
there were overcharges being made in the toll on pigs. 
For instance, you see by the schedule on market day there 
ivns twopence for every pig. Well, I paid threepence on 
oue occasion, and it was the usual toll. 

21 . 735 . On market day? — That was the usual toll 
collected for market day. I brought the case liefore the 
magistrate and succeeded in getting a decree. We have 
here in the room men of expeidcnce and they can tell you. 

21.736. (By the Commissioner.) Are the cliatges at 

f ircsent levied twopence on market day and threepence on a 
air day ? — The present charge is only twopence. 

21 , 737 . Did that result from the proceedings instituted 
by you? — Certainly. 

21,73.8. Still you have no ubjcctlun to tlio present 
system? — No, twopence is tnodcrntc. I went to show 
tolls were levied and collected on days they hud no right 
to be collected. 

21 , 739 . What were these? — ^'fhese wa-e the market days 
preceding the fair days. 

21,740. That is the pig market? — Yes. 

21,741. At pesent no tolls ore collected on the pig fair 
previous to tne ordinary fair? — No, except it rails on 
Wednesday or Saturday, but then no matter on what day 
it fell tolls were collected until I took up my attitude. 


21 . 742 . I-Invc you any griavanco to complain of intk 
present araangoment P— ’rlic only thing is the potatoes, but 
you have evidence given as reguras that. 

21 . 743 . Yon concur in the obsorviitions mtule relative to 
the charges on potatoes P — I do, certainly. 

21 . 744 . You think '2d. a bag too much P— Certainlr 
especially to a jioor woman conilii|f with a bog of jjotatoa 

there is uo assist anee gii-ou in tho way of irartenifie! 
You must place the bag in tho fcalos yourself, and there is 
no person to give aasistuuco for the vuinovul of potatoes to 
or from the scales. In fact, in tho caso of a woman, it 
costs 4d. a bag for potatoes. She haa to pay 2d. for i 
man to put the bag on the scales, because she cannot do H 
herself. 

21.7- ir). Are there muii there sjieemlly fur that puriiose? 
— 1 os, they t urn their hire tlicvu. 

21.7- Ki. {By Uie Coiiwiixsianer.) llnvc these jKirtcrs any 
fixed cliiu'ge P— They gut us mneh as they possibly can. It 
IS 2d. n 8Huk for one or two men or more. 

21 . 747 . {Mr. Filzgeraid.) Wc have no connexion with 
the ])ortors. Meu tlicro look for the employment and 
get it. 

21.748. {By Mr. Binchy.) Are you in favour of having’ 
the fau’s on the streota? — Yes, I agree with the other 
witnesses. 


P. R. O’Kearnet, Esq., examined. 


21 , 749 . Yon are the ogent to tho Earl of Cork ? — Yea. 

21,760. He is the ownci' of the markets and tolls in 
Cbarleville ? — Yes. 

21.751. Is he the owner of tlietown of Cbarleville P 

A great portion of tho town. He has a large estate 
about it. 

21.752. He is not in the immediate receipt of the tolls P 
— ^Thcy are sub-let to Mrs. Fitzgerald. 

21.753. Ihat is under lease, eight years of which are 
unexpired ?— Y''es. 

21 . 754 . Tile present net rent is 144Z. Ub. P — Yes. 

21 . 755 . Y'ou allow the ordinary jiroporiion of jioorrato 
and income tax P — ^Yes. 

^21,756. Have you answered the echcdulcof queries? 

Y'es, as far as I can, but inastnueh as tho tolls ore leased 
1 referred them to Mr. Fitzgerald. 

21 . 757 . There is one question about the capittd expendi- 
ture in erecting the market place P— That I cannot find 
out beyond one or two entries of 2001. 

21.758. It was Mr. Fitzgerald provided the scales and 
owns It ? — ^The weighing-maclune. 

21 . 759 . Is it the same machine for weighing loads and 
cattle P— Yes. He put railings around it, under the new 
Act. 


21.760. Could yon tell me under what authority the 
Earl of Cork holds the fairs and markets and levies tolls, 

and under what authority he leased them P Under 

diffcicnt charters. I will give the dates, although there 
are tour different charters. There is one in 1630, another 
1675, the third in 1683, and the fourth in 1828. 

21.761. Hai’e you seen these charters yourself ?— Yes. 


21.762. Do they give a light to levy toll?— A fall 

right. " ^ 

21.763. Docs each of them specify the particulv days 
on which the fmrs are to be held P— Yes. Under the first 
charts, in 1630, thcri: is a free innrkct every Wednesday, 
weekly, anil one fair in inidsu'mincr, and one fair in .Sep- 
tember. The ficuond charter, in 1675, grants a fiw 
market every Wedmisiky and Satunlay, and two ftiirs or 
raarkeU annually on tho SWith April and 1st Novernliff. 

T charter, of 16H.3, grants also four feirs on the 
10th January, Ifitli Maroh, I2th Jlay, ami 16th August. 

21.764. I inquired of Mr. Fitzgerald imd lie stated to tlie 
^ belief; but I would like to ask you whether the 

Lari of Cork contributes anything towards tiic additional 
e.vponse incurred in cleaning the streets, other thin liis 
contrduitiun to the rates and tiuxos P— That Is all. 

21.765. If any repairs aro to ho effected in the market 
place, who performs that duty P— Tho tenant. 

21.766. Are there any special covenants in the lease?— 
Nothing spooial, 1 think. 

21.767. Only the ordinary covenants P— Yes. 

“’y opportunito of coneultiog 
barl of Cork on any of these queries P — No, I wrote to 

21,769. You have not had any conversation, before kc 
went, on the subject P— No. 

^,776. You could not give his views on any question? 

21 , 771 . Supposing a local authority were estahliahed or 
markets coinmittee, do yon think the Earl of Cork would 
have anv objection to their obtuining compnlsory powerstc 
c^uire his rights P— I think Lord Cork would do anytliini 
for the benefit of the town. 
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21 77-- If considered it would be for the benefit of 
the town he would have no objection P —No. 

21.773. Have you formed any ideas on that question P — 
I have not. I think for the benefit of the fairs, and the 
benefit of the town, the fairs should be held on the streets. 

I think the cattle are better inspected in the town than in 
closed-up pens. 

21.774. You think the fact of the fidrs being held on the 
streets affords a bettei' opportunity to the buyers looking at 
the aninmls they are going to buy ?— I'es, and it seriously 
benefits the shopkeepers too. 

[Bg Binchy.) I think before iy2«J there were only 
fourfiure? — Yes. 

21.775. You are aware there are 12 now? — Yes, there 
were four other fairs granted. 

21.776. Could you tell what was the gross sum Lord 
Cork was reeeii'ing for the tolls before 1823 P — I could not 
tell you. It was liefore my time. 

21, 777- Are you aware it was not more thftnl30i.? — I 
think it is far ^yond that. 

21,778. Lord Cork did not do anything to contribute to 
the establishment of the new fairs except receive the tolls ? 

He would take the tolls when the faii-s happened to fall 

on market day's. 

21,77!1- You agree, with others, to have the fairs held 
on the streets P — I think so. lYte general opinion is, it 
would be a disadvantage to iia\'c them removed. 

21,78(1. At the time of the establishment of the new fairs 
were the tolls leased to the present tenoirtP — I think not. 
The tolls were originallv leased to Mr. Townsend, and I 
have got the schwulohe adopted at the time; that is in 
ISIS. 


21.781. (By the Commissioiur.) In the patents are there 
any specific rates mentioned P — No, except the rates fixed 
by the oonrt. 

21.782. The rights were expressly given to collect the 
tolls at the markets and fairs P— Yes, f have got a copy of 
the patent. 

21.783. There was no patent or charter to collect on the 
twelve fairs here ? — On looking over some papers I find a 
petition for four extra fairs, and, tdthough 1 have written 
to the Rolls Office, 1 have not been able to get out the 
petition, hut I thinlc there was a grant of additional fairs. 

21.784. What year was the petition presented ?— About 
1864 or 1866. There was a petition presented, but I cannot 
state wbetber an order was made. 

21.785. (Mr. Binchy.) Lord Corkbas no charter rights 
to collect tolls at the fairs on market days. 

21.786. {Mr. O’Ktarney.) He has a right over eight fairs. 

21.787. (3fr. Binchy.) Six are mentioned here. 

21.788. (T4« CoTTimisstoner.) The additional fairs were 
not established under express grunt, but by the combina- 
tion of the people and consent of the owner. 

21.789. {Mr. Binchy.) Yes, but I want to show they are 
free fairs. There is do e.xprcss charter or grant to the lord 
of the soil cf these new fairs, but when thev fall on market 
days he has them caught in the market tolls. 

21.790. (iifr. O'Kearney.) He is entitled, under charter, 
to hold eight fairs. 

21.791. (Mr. HincAv*) I think it is very important to 
know that the new fairs, whicli are toll free, are caught by 
the market tolls. 


Mr. Hart examined. 


21.792. What remarks have you to makeP — In my 
reeoUeotion of Cbarleville. I knew the potato market to 
have been held down Bi-oud Sti-eet, where there is a store 
now; and now the oats and potato market are amalga- 
mated, which causes a great deal of confusion. 

21.793. Then the potato market has not been always 
held on the sumo site P — No, not for the last 25 yeors. 

21.794. That former place was enclosed P — Yes, and it 
is now used as a private coal store. 


21.795. {By Mr. Binchy.) You think there is not 
snfiicient accommodation here P — ^Not in the spring, and 
also there is not enough of men to weigh. 

21.796. Is there any other gentleman who bos any 
evidence to give or suggestions to offer P 

No answer. 


The inquiry then terminated. 


MACIIOOM-CO. CORK. 


Witli roforonco to my intiiiiry in Macroom on the 20th November 1888, 1 beg to 
report as follows : — 

Macroom is situated in the western portion of the county of Cork. It is the ter- 
minus of the Cork and Macroom Bailway line. The siuroundiug country partakes of a 
mountainous character, but is fertile. The town possesses a fair trade, the houses are 
well built, but the streets would reqiiii’o to be better looked after. The local goveni- 
ment is administered by the graml jury and the board of guardians, and the population 
is 

The market rights of Macroom relate to two distinct places, fl) Macroom, and 
(2) Massytown, a district originally a suburb of Macroom, but which has now become a 
portion thereof. 

The mai’kets aro^eld on Saturday in Macroom proper, a butter market on Thursday, 
and during the season on Monday in addition, and a calf market is held on Thursday. 

A separate series of fairs is held in each district. In Macroom the fairs are held on 
the 12th January, 12th March, 12th May, 12th July, 12th September, and 12th 
November. A pig market is held the day previous to the ordinary fairs, at which tolls 
are levied. In Massytown the fairs are held on the 12th February, 12th April, 
14th June, 12th August, 12th October, and 14th December. A pig fair is held the day 
previous to the ordinary fairs, at which tolls are levied. 

Tolls are levied on each marketable commodity according as it is brought into the 
town and exposed for sale every day in the week. 

U 2 
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Tlio fail’s liolti ia Macroom on the 12tli January ami 12tli Marcli ai’o toll fi-ee, and 
tolls are levioil at those held on the 12th May, 12th July, ^th Hqrtoinber, and 12a 
NoTember and also at the pig fail's. Tolls are levied at all tlio lairs held m Massj- 
town, vlZ’ ISth Fobinar^ 12 th April, 14th Juno, 12th August, 12th October, and 
14th December, and at the pig fairs. 

The market rights and tolls m Macroom are the property of the Earl of Bantry, but 
are sublet by him to Mrs. Norah Harding at the yearly rout of 150^. The maihet 
rights and tolls in Massytown are the property of the reprosontativos of Mr. Massy, 
who have them also sublet to Mrs. Harding at the yearly rent of 100?. In consequence 
of the market rights being thus vested in one lessee thoy ].invo become amalgamated 
and are held upon the same site, and no separate account is kept of the receipts and 
expenditure at each market. 

The public records shovr that a patent was gimitod for each of the districts. The 
one for Macroom is dated 30th September 1712 (11 Anno), and authorised one EranciB 
Bernard to hold a Wednesday and Saturday market, and fairs on the 1st May, 1st July, 
1st September, and 1st November. These are evidently the fail’s at present held on the 
12th May, 12th July, 12th September, and 12th November. 

The patent for Massytown is dated the 23rd January 177G, and authorised one Massy 
Hutchinson to hold faii-s on the 12th June, 12th August, 12th October, and 12th 
December. These are evidently the fairs held on tho 12th A.ugnst and 12th October, 
and no evidence was given of any authorised change in the dates of tho fairs, which are 
at present held on the 14th June and 14th December. 

In both districts, therefore, the markets and fairs which appear nob to have been 
granted hy any express authority are the Monday and Thursday butter market, the 
Thursday calf market, and the fairs in Massytown on tho 12th February, 12th April, 
14 th June, and 14th December ; and in Macroom the fairs on the 12th Jammy and 
12th March. The latter two fairs were established about 30 years ago, and the fairs 
in Massytown on the 12th February and 12th April must have boon established since 
the Royal Commission in 1852, although I was unable to ti-ace, by the evidence available, 
the date of their establishment. 

There is no toll board erected for public inspection. 

In accordance with my instructions I have inspected the market place and fair 


greens. . ^ _ 

A fair green is provided for each district. In Massytown the fairs arc not confined 
to the fair green, but are partly held on the streets adjoining. Tho fair green or field 
is situated outside the town, and is large, rough, and uneven. The entrance to it, 
which is on a steep incline, and of a rocky surface, has been complained of as 
dangerous at certain seasons of the year, principally in frosty weathor. It is scarcely 
suitable for a fair green, and the entrance certainly suggests inoro iuconveuionoe and 
danger than comfort' for the animals and people attending tho fairs. It is not enclosed, 
and a miU race has its course through the centre, which inakos the banks soft, and 
occasions a good deal of mud in portions of the field. 

In Macroom a fair green or field is provided near the railway station. Owing to its 
circumscribed limits and general inadeq^uateness it is only used for the exposure of pigs, 
while the cattle and sheep fairs are held in the narrow streots, and especially in tb® 
one which is the only approach to the railway station. The blocking which takes 
place there for several hour.s on the fair day is very much complained of, and might he 
mitigated to a great extent, or altogether remedied if the field was enlarged to a size 
sufficient to meet the requirements of the cattle trade of the district. This fair green 
is enclosed for the most part by earthen and stone fences, but at the time of inspection 
throughout the field there was here and there an accumulation of manure. 

There are no pens or shelter accommodation, but weighing machines are provided in 
connexion with each fair field. The weighing machine at Massytown is erected at the 
entrance to the fair green, and the one at Macroom is erected on tho road leading from 
the market squai'e to Massytown, 

The standings are indiscriminately on the streets and market square. 

The markets are held in the square, which is a large wide portion of the public 
thoroughfare. A market building of small dimensions is provided in the centre of the 
square for certain commodities, hut is not utihsed for general market purposes. A 
meat sheds are erected against the side walla, and are availed of for the butter market. 
Beams and scales are provided here, and the weighing is carried on beneath another 
shed, and cn the open square. Potatoes can be stored^ but the storage accommodation 
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is very am ivll. Outside tie woighUouse some woodeu stalls or boxes, or, as tiey are 
locaUy termed, “ bulks," are erected wiere soft goods, fruit, and vegetables are 
refiailetl. 

Neither the owner of tie Mnoroom toUs or of Massytown tolls contoibute anytbij.r 
towaifls the town rates except through the ordinary course. ’’ “ 

A complaint was made on behalf of some poor women who expose apples for sale on 
the public square. They have no stalls or covered shelter, nor is there any that conld 
be had. It was stated and admitted that these poor people, sooner than nui the risk of 
damaging their stock in trade of apples by removing them off the ground at uit/htfall 
merely cover them over, aud in order to afford protection from robbers the women sleep 
beside them in large barrels or hogsheads. Notwithstanding this they have to pay a 
standing toll of 2d. per week for the liberty of putting the apples on the gruimd. The 
sight _at daytime is deplorable, so that at night it mu.st be such as shoidcl not exist in 
any civilised country. 

Vide evidence of T. Riordan (22,237 to 22,257). 

In addition to the toll on corn and potatoes an additional impost of Qd. per load, and 
frequently id. per sack is made by the weighmaster for porterage. This individual 
was frankuess itseff, and stated that he would not facilitate any farmer in weighing his 
com or potatoes if he did not employ him to engage porters, although he might have 
provided himself with sufficient manual assistance. 

Vide evidence of T. Healy (22,286), and C. CTeede (22,317). 

A complaint was also made of the great delay which sometimes occurs in weighing 
corn, and one witness stated that four hours elapsed on one occasion before he could 
get the weight of his load ascertained. This is accounted for by an insufficient supply 
of beams and scales. 

Vide evidence of C. Oreede (22,317). 

The inquiry was very well attended, and, indeed, great interest was manifested in the 
proceedings. 

Appended will be found copies of the patents, dated 30th September 1712 (11 Anne), 
and 23rd January 1776 (16 George III.), relating to Macroom and Massytown 
respectively, and likewise a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

John J. O’Meaea, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Assistant Commissioner. 

Dublin. 


Copy Patent, dated 30tli September 1712 (11 Anne). 

Anne, by tlie Grace of God, of Great Britain, Franee, and livland, Queen, Defender of the f'aitb, 
and so forth. To all to wiiom our present lettere shall come, greeting. Vliereas our trusty nnrl 
faitliful friend, Francis Bemard, Esquire, om* Solieitor-Genei'al of our said Kingdom of Irelaml, 
directed, humbly petitioned u-s that we would vouchsafe to grant to him Letters Patent for two 
free markets on every Saturday weekly, and four fairs or marts yeaily, to he held in and within 
the town of Macromi>, in our county of Cork, in our Kingdom of Ireland, that is to say one fair 
or mart thei'e to be lield on e^^ery 1st day of May, ono other fair or mart there to be held on 
1st day of July, ono other fair or mart there to be held on 1st day of September, and one other 
fair or mart there to bo held on tire 1st day of November, yearly for ever. 

And whereas our writt of ad quod damnum hath issued to enquire whether it would be 
any injury or prejudice to us or to any of our subjects next adjacent that the aforesaid two 
markets and four fairs or marts should be annually held in or within the town of Macaump 
aforesaid. 

And whereas it appears to us by the return of the same widtt that it is not to the injury 
or prejudice of us or any of our subjects next adjoining that the aforesaid markets and 
four fairs or mai'ts should be held therein and upon the several days aforesaid. Know ye 
therefore that we of our special grace, certain knowledge, and meer motion, with the assent smd 
consent of our right trusty and very fsithful and sincerely beloved cousin and counsellor, James 
Duke of Ormond, and Lieutenant-General and General Governor of our said Kingdom of Ireland, 
and also of our right trusty and fikithful coimsoUor, Sir CiJnstantine Phipps, Knight, our 
Chancellor of our Kingdom of Ireland, and the Most Reverend Father in Christ, John Archbi.shop 
of Tuam, our Justices General aud General Oovernore of our said Kingdom of Ireland aforesaid, 
have given and granted and by these presents for us, our heirs and successoi's, we do give 
and giant to the aforesaid Fraiicis Bernard, Bequiiv, our Solicitor-General, his heirs and assigns, 
full and absolute power and authority that he the aforesaid Fi*ancis Bernard, his heii-s and asaign.s 
and every of them for over, may have and hold, and he and they may and can have and hold 
two free viarkete in or at the town of Macromp aforesaid on every Wednesday and on every 
S(iinrday in cveiy week for ever, arid oho four seveml fain or nmrts to be held in or 
at the town of Macromp aforesaid yearly for ever, that is to say, one fair or mart bhei*e to he 
held on every led day of May, one other fair or mait there to be hold on ©very Isd da,y of July, 
and one ocher fair or mart there to be held on every l«d day of September, aud one other 
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&ii- 01 - mart tera to be held on every 1st (lay of JToWjci- yearly for over, unless any of the days 
aforesaid happen to fall on (t Sunday, and as often as it shall to happen oi any of tliam shaU so 
hamien then we will such fair to he held on the Moovkcij next after such Sunday, together wilh a 
OiZi of Pye Powder there to he held dm-ing tlte eaU Tmrkets and f, are or mats. 

And fuller we will, and by these presents for ns, our heirs and sucenssora, wo do Luaiit to the 
aforesaid Francis Bernard, Ms heira and assigns, that he the aforesaul Francis Beruaril, Ins heirs and 
assiirns for ever may have and hold, enjoy, receive, and perceive all and nngular wmics, toils, 
ciMlo™. mom. entry of cattle, and goods to he sold, emoluments, and ammmmimts whatsom' oi 
the aforesaid several markets, fairs, or marts and courts issuing, or of the aforesaul or such nm-kets, 
fairs or marts and courts appertaining or belonging, or by reason ot ihu saiiio or any of them 

growing or emerging without account to us, our heirs or suecessoiu, to bo thoreoul rendered, 

To have and to hold the aforesaid markets and fairs or marts and courts, togothor with all and 
singular tolls, customs, privileges, and immunities to tltcm belonging nr jLjipcrtuining to the said 
Francis Bernard, his heiis and assigns, to the sole and proper use and behoot of tlio aforesaid 
Francis Boruaixl, liis heirs and assigns for over, to be held of u.s, our boil’s and sncceBSurH, as of 
our Castle of Dublin on free and common socage, paying tberoonb annually to us, our heirs and 
succerssors at the receipt of our Excbcfiuer E. current money of Great Britain, at the feasts of 
St. Michad and the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary by oiiual portions yearly to be 
paid for ever. , . , i , 

We Tvill moreover, and by these pi-esonts for us, our heirs and successors, we du gi’ant to tlie 

aforesaid Francis Bernard, E.squire, his heira and as-signs, that these our Lcttei-s Patent or the 
emoluient thereof shall bo iti all things and by all things good, firm, valid, snfUeient, ami effectual 
in the law towanls and against us, our heirs and succe.s.sov.s, as well in nil <mi’ courts of said 
Kiin'doin of Ji-ehuu! as elsewhere wherc-soever. any .statute, Act, ordimiiicy, provision, or any other 
thing, cause, or matter whatsoever to the contrary thereof in im^diliiiig notwithstanditig, provided 
always that these our Lettera Patent be enrolled in the Bolls of our Court of Chaiieery of oiu’ said 
Kingdom of Ireland within the space of six months ailcr the date of these pnvseuts. 

In testimony of which thing we have caused these our Letters to bo made Patent. Wiiuess our 
aforesaid Justices and General Govcrnoi's of our said Kingdom of Ireland at Dul>lin the 30tb day 
of September in the 11th year of our reign. 

Enrolled the 4th day of November in the lltli year of our reign of Queen Anne. 


Copy Patent, dated 23rd January 1776 (16 George III.). 

Geouqe the Third, by the Grace of God, of Great .Britain, France, and Ireland, Iviug, Defender of 
the Faltli, and so forth. To all unto whom these presents shall come, greeting, whei’oas it appciu’s 
unto us, by an inquisition taken by virtue of our writ of ad quod damnum, issued in pursuance of 
a wairant given by our right tni^y and right well beloved cousin and counsellor, Simon, Earl 
Harcourt, our Lieutenant-Genei’a! and General Governor of Ireland, on tlie petition of Massy 
Hutchinson, of Codrum, in the county of Cork, Esquire, that the granting him four several fairs to 
be held annually for ever, in or at the lands of Kilnagurteen, otherwise Massytown, situate in the 
Barony of MuskeiTy, in said county (to wit), one fair to bo hold on every J 2th day of Juno, one 
other fail’ to be held on every 12th day of August, one other fair to be hold on every I2th day of 
Octobei’, and one othei,* fair to be held on every 12th day of December, as also two weekly markets to 
be held in or at the lands aforesaid, on every Wednesday and. Saturday for ever, will be no damage, 
hm-t, or prejudice to us, or any of our subjects, who now have or hold Jiiarkets or fairs in the 
neighlwurhood of the said lands of Kilnagm’teen, otlierwiso Masaytowu, in our said county. Know 
ye therefore that we of our special gmee, certain knowledge, and mere motion, by and with the 
advice and consent of our said right teusty and right well beloved cou.siu and counsellor, Simon, 
Eai’l Harcourt, our Lieutenant-General and General Governor of our said Kingdom of Ireland, have 
given and gi-anted, and by tbe.se presents, for us, our heirs and Kuccessoi’s, wo do give and grant 
unto the said jlfcwao Siddiitison, his heirs and a-ssigns, full jiower ami authority to have Jind 
to hold jour several yearly fctvra, as also two weehly marhetn for ever, in or at the smd lands of 
Kihuujurieefii, otherwise Massytowii, in the Barony of Muskevry, in our .saitl county of Cork (tJiat 
is to say), one fair to bo held on every 12iA. day of June, ono otlier fair to be held on every lHh 
day of August, one other fair to be held on every 12i/i day of October, and one other fair to bo Iield 
on every Vlth. day of December, as also two weekly markets to bo hold in or at the lands aforesaid, 
on every Wediiesdeuj and Satunlay for ever, unless the said 12th day of June, 12th day of August, 
12th day of October, or the said 12th day of December, happen to fall on a Sunday, then our 
will is, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, we do gi’ant unto the said 
M a ssy Hutchinson, h^ hell’s and assigns, that he the said Mossy Hutchinson, his hell’s and 
a.ssign8, and every of them, may have and hold the said fairs in or at the said lands of Kilnagurteen, 
othewi'ise Massytown, the Mmday then next following every such Sunday, togothor with a C(mi 
of Pye Poteder, to be held on said lands during the said fairs aud markets. And our further will is, 
and by tb^ presents for ua, oui’ heirs and succestors, we do grant uuto the said Massy 
Hutchinson, bis beii-s and assigns, that he the said Massy Hutchinson, his lieii’S and assigns, may 
. for ever have and receive all and singulai’, the tolls, customs, duties, 'privileges, aud immunities 
whatsoever, from the smd fairs, markets, and court tu-ising, or to such fairs, markets, aud court 
belonging or appertaining, or by means of the same, or any of them gi-owing or accruing without 
auy account to us. our hen’s or successors, to be rendei-ed for the same. And our fm-tlier will is, 
and we .steictly enjoin and command for us, our heirs and successoi's, that he the said Massy 
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Hutcliinsoa, liia heirs auJ assigns, may for ever have and hold the said fairs and markets in or nt 
the said lands of Kilnagarteen, otherwise Massytown, in manner and fonii aforesaid, together with 
the said Court of Pyc Powder, and all usual tolls, customs, duties, privileges, and immunitiM from 
the said fairs, markets, and court arising, or to the same of right, or hy custom heloirging or 
appci'taining. Yielding to therefore yearly to us, our heirs and successors, the yeaidy rent of 
li. Gs. Sd. sterling for the said fah-s and markets, to he paid yearly for ever. And oui‘ further will 
is and hy these presents for us, our heirs and successors, we do grant unto the said Massy 
Hutchinson, his heirs and {xssigns, that these onr letters patent, or the enrollment thereof, shall he 
in nil things firm, good, valid, sufficient, and effectual in the law against us, our Iieii’s and 
succesors, in all the courts of ns, our heirs and successor, any cause, matter, or tiling whatsoever to 
the contrary notwithstanding. Provided always, that these our Letters Patent be enrolled in. the 
KoUs of our High Court of Chancery, in our said Kingdom of Ireland, and also in the office of our 
Auditor-General of our said Kingdom of Ireland, within tlie space of six months next ensuing the 
date of these presents, otherwise these our Letters Patents to be void and of none effect, anything 
herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. In witness whereof we have caused these our 
Letters to he made Patent. Witness our aforesaid Lieutenant-General and General Governor of our 
said Kingdom of Ireland, at Dublin, the 23rd day of Januaiy, in the year of our reign. 

COXWAY. 

Examined, Michael Novvlau, Deputy Clerk of tho Crown and Hanaper. 

(L. s.) 

InroUed in the office of the KoUs of His Majesty’s High Court of Chancery in Ireland, the 
23vd day of Januaiy, in the ICth year of the leign of King George the Thh’d, and examined by 
M. Paterson, junior, and Fr. Perry, Dcp. Clerkes and Keepex’s of the Rolls. 


Macroom, 20tli November 1888. 


ElciiAim Astie, Esq., Solicitor, examined. 

‘21,796. Whom do yon appear for? — I represent the 
Earl of Jlmitry and tho rcprcsoiitBtives of the lato Mr. 
Ma&iiy, who ai*o tho owuovb of the fairs held in aud 
ndjaoeut to the town of Maci'oom. I also roprcseul Mi-b. 
Harding, who is lessee of the tolls. 

21.797. Is Lord Bantry owner of oao sot of fairs here ? 

— Yes. 

21.798. Is he the owner of the markets? — Ho is 
owncT of the markets and fairs of Maoroom, simply. 
Tho roprosentativea of Mi‘. Massy are minora, the 
matter is in Chancery, mid the minors arc represented 
by their mother, Mrs. Massy, and a reverend gentlo- 

21.799. What conuoxion has Mrs. Massy with the 
fiurs aud markets of Macroom P — Hot in Maoroom at all, 
Imt in Mossytown. 

21.800. Is that n district ontside the town? — It is a 
hrmich of the town known os Maasytowu, bnt, in point 
of fact, it forms part of tho whole town of Maoroom. 

21.801. Are the fairs in Massytown separate and dis- 
tinct from those of ^croomP — Yes. 

21.802. And the representatives of tho late Mr. 
Massy are tho owners of them ? — ^Ycs. 

21.803. Is Mxk. Harding tho leasee of the fairs and 
markets to Lord Bantry ? — She is the lossoe for Iwlh. 

21,80-k You appear for all? — Yes. I may add that I 
have not in cither case tho patents nndor which tho fairs 
arc held. 

21,800. I would liko first of all to got tho dates on 
which tho market in each properly and the fairs ai'c 
held. What aro Lord IJantry’s fairs? — There nro six 
fairs hold hi Macroom altogether. Four of these uro 
hold under patent. 

21.806. Will you give mo the six P — The dates are the 
12th Jannarj' aud every altematemonth during the year. 
Tho patent fairs ooramenco on tho 12th May, and are 
held daring the fonr alternate months of tho residue of 
the year. Tho patent is in the old style, and it granto 
fairs upon tho first of each alternate month, of 
course that makes it tho twelfth since the alteration of 
the calendar. 1 have a copy of the translation of the 
patent Lore, which I only got this morning. 

21.807. What U the date of it P— The eleventh of 
Anne. 

21.808. Does it specifically mention the dates (m which 
the fairs shall be hold P — It does of these four fairs. 

21.809. Would yon kindly let me see itP — ^Yes. It is 
a copy of tho translation. Besides the fairs it grants two 
warkots, on every Weioesday and Saturday during the 
year. 

21.810. Are the fairs that areheldon the 12th January 
and every alternate month toll free P — They arc. 

21.811. When were they established?— Well, os far os 
my own memory extends, I should say 80 years ago. 


21.812. You have known them to be in existence for 
thol, period? — I have a recollection of their being 
oBtahlished. They wore oiuginallygotbyMr. Lucy, who 
lived in tho town uf Macroom, and called Dan Lucy's 
fairs. There was a gold watch and chain sutecribed for 
Mr. Lucy in consequence of getting them np, and, o.s a 
matter of fact, no tolls were collected at those fairs. 
Thosu are tho fairs of January and March 

21.813. The 12th of each month ? — Yes. 

21.814. How long have the other fonr fairs at which 
tolls are levied been in existence ? — As far back os the 
patent. We cannot trace their commencement except 

21.815. You ore some time connected with Maoroom? 

— I have been connected with Macroom all my life- 
time. 

21.816. Did yon ever hear of tolls being levied at 
these four fairs P — Hever. 

21.817. Did you ever hear that tolls were levied for 
these two ? — I was under tho impresssion until to-day 
that tolls were levied, but 1 was informed by the lessee 
that they are not levied on these two days. 

21.818. Are tolls levied nt the Wednesday and Satur- 
day market? — Tolls uro levied each day. 

21.819. la there a market each day in the week ? — 
Yes. 

21.820. Are there not days allotted off for tho dlspos.al 
of tho commodities? — Saturday is the principal day. 

21.821. Do these tolls that arc collected on marketable 
commodities during the week go to Lord Bautiy? — 
They are collected by the lessee, who farm.-) thoiu and 
pays Lord Baubry the rent. 

21.822. What fairs have Mrs. Massy? — The Mnssy- 
town fairs ore also held nnder patent. 

21.823. Give me the date of it P — The 16tli of George 
the Third— 1776. 

21.824. Kindly give me the datos of tho fairs aotnally 
held at present? — ^Tho fiurs oi'e held alternately with 
the Macroom fairs. 

21.825. Give me the dates? — The 12th February, 12th 
AprU, 14th June, 12tii August, 12th October, and 14tii 
December. 

21.826. Are tolls levied at these six fairs ? — ^Yes. 

21.827. You have a copy of tho patent? — ^Ycs. 

21.828. To whom was it granted? — It is granted to 
Mossy Hutchinson, Esq. 

21.829. It is a patent, dated the 23rd January 1776, to 
Mossy Hutchinson, Esq., of four fairs, to be held on 
the 12th day of June, 12th day of August, 12th day of 
October, and 13th December, and moikets on Wednes- 
day aud Saturday. It grauts all (umtomB, tolls, duties, 
privileges whatsoever for the said fairs and markets, 
snbjcct to the payment of 11. 6s. 8d. 
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21.830. For what period, or conld yon give any ap- 
proximate idea of tho period, for which the Bix fairs 
have hecu actually held ?— I aasumo they were hold 
mider the patent. 

21.831. You have no kuowiedgo or evidence of the 
couiineucoineat of the six?— No evidence except tide, 
that the estate of the late Williftm Mossy, tho father of 
the miuoi'B, was sold in. tno Landed Estates Court, and by 
the Lauded Estates Court the tolls were 8oldi«i«-fifia. I 
find by the rental under which they were sold, the tolls 
described as follows:— The tolls of tho fairs of Massy- 
town are held in fee, snbjeot otdy to the fee crown rent. 
If. &. 8d., for ever. In tho general conditions of sale 1 
find, further, that in the rental lot 22 coruOTiBcs the fair 
gi'ocu and fivira luid tolls of Massytown. There are rix 
fairs held yearly, viz., tho months of February, April, 
Juno, Aognst, September, Ootobor, and December. 
This is the rental (produced) under which the lands were 
Bold. They were sold on the 28th May 1861. and tho 
oonveyanco was dated tho following March 1862. 

21.832. IS'ere the tolls and customs bought seiiaratoly 
from the estate? — ^No. They wore sold for the gross 
sum of 44,0061. 

21.833. What was tho estate that was sold? — ITie 
estate of William Hutchinsou Massy, owner. That is 
the father of the minors. He became absolnto owner, 
subject to a mortgage. 

21.834. Are the two markets given under tho patent 
hold hero in Massytown ? — Tho markets, I take it, arc 
held in coujnnction with tho cn>irkets of Macroom, and 
tolls that may not ho levied strictly in Masaytown are 
collected in Macroom. 

21.835. You state that the two markets have become 
amalgnnmtc-d, and that any profit goes to Lord Bantry ? 
— One lessee farms both, and wo have no distinct 
accoont of them. Ixu'd Bantry gets a reut of 150L 

21.836. Is that a yearly tenancy, or is there a written 
ugi-comeut? — I believe there was an agreement in 
•writing. I have not a copy of it here, but 1 fancy tho 
term has expii'ea and they now hold as yeai’ly tenants. 
Do not take that os an absolutely correct statement, for 
1 cauuot guarantee it more than by report. 

21.837. What is Mw. Harding’s Christian name? — 
Norali Harding. 

21.838. What is the rent ? — Tho rent of Lord Bantry’s 
tolls is 150L a year. 

21,830. That is for the four fairs and two markets 
under the patent ? — The fairs and umrkets, whatever 
they are. 

21,8iU. 1 suppose that is subject to the ordinaiy dc- 
dnetioua for poor-rate? — Lord Bautiy, as well as I 
reeclleet, pays the entire of tho county cess. Iwus Lord 
Bantry’s agent for some time, and, as well as 1 recollect, 
the whole of the county cess was paid by him, and only 
half the income tax, and I think tlie poor-rates. 

21.841. IVhathasMrs. Mossy? — She has everything 
she is entitled to. 

21.842. Is there any written agreement between her- 
Bclf and Mrs. Harding ? — I fancy not. 

21 .843. Wliat is the rent P — The rent is 1001. In this 
case also the head rent has been changed. Mr. Payno 
was ngent up to a year and a half ago. 

21.844. Arc there any of the officials of Mrs. Harding 
hero ? — We have the clerk hero. 

21.845. Is that Mr. KellihcrP — ^Yes, and there is 
Mr. M‘Carthy here. There is one thing I wish to men- 
tion. I sent a list of queries on behalf of Lord Bantry 
and Mr. Massey, and stated the toUa were collected 
under patent. I will ask yon to put by prescription oa 
well as grants, because it may tnm out that some of 
the tolls are leviable by prescription. 

21.846. Did yon bring these queries under the notice 
ol the owners in each case ? — I ouswered them as well 
tks I could from the knowledge that lay within my 
ix)wcr. 

21.847. Then they ivere not their own nainwersP In 

the case of Ma.«sytbwn, Captain Mullen filled in some, 
and I added more. 

21.848. Was he aware of tho onswovs you were to 
give me ? — I was aware of the answers given by Cap- 
tain Mullen, as far as they appeared on the paper. 
The fact is they are Mr. Payne’s answers, and he sent 
it to me to add fuller information, and I added some- 
thing. as far as it came within my own knowledge or 
belief. 

21.849. Has Mr.». Harding, the lessee of these, 'toll 
boards erected specifying the ditlbrent rates at tho 
fairs P--Ky. 
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21,854. Tolls have Ixjoti idways levied at tho four 
tairs held by Dol'd Bantry, and at tho other six?— 
Yes. 

21.851. And at no period woro tolls not levied at 
these places ? — 1 rciuombor very woll, and most people 
younger than mo, rmnembor Dm iwhlitinual fuivs. The 
four patent fairs coinracuco in May. Tim patent grants 
tho first of ooch mouth. 

21.852. Do yon remorabov tho o.sbivl>li8hmoiit of these ? 
— No. I cou romoinber those fuirs uxisbiiig as long os 
I remembor anything. 

21.853. Bub you rumotulxn- Dm ustiililishmont of the 

two faira on tho 12th January uiul I2tli March P Yes, 

and I con romombor wboii thoro was foriuorly a fair 
held on the 2nd Miii'oh. Tlioru was an onnaal hoi'se 
fair hold in the town of Mill Htrcci;, 14 miles from here 
and a horso faiv waa hold in Maurnoro the <liiy follow- 
ing, and it -was called " Fool’s Fair,” bocauao those who 
did not sell at Mill Street caino and sold thcro. 

21.854. Ib thaEi hold now P — No. It is abolished. 

21.855. Wlioro are thoso fairs held P — The Massy- 
town faira arc held partly on tho struot, from the bridge 
to tho fuii' green, and partly on the fair gi'eon. 

21.856. There is a fiur groan proviiled P — ^Yes. 

21.857. Who was that fair groon provided by P— It 
was provided by tho ropresontativos of Mr. ^ssy. 
You will see that on tho Landed Estates Court routal. 

21.858. Those six faii-a are hold partly on tho street, 
and iMU'Uy in this fair greon P — Yes. 

21.859. Are thoro any market buildings erected and 
demised bo the tenant fur tho Ma.sHytown markota? — 
None. 

21.860. Aro thoi'o any market buildings erected for 
the holding of tho markets here, the bnttcr oapociallyP 
— There is a market honso which is a more meat market, 
and a portion of it is devoted to an oifico whore the 
market tickets are issued fur the sale of agricultoral 
produce. 

21.861. Yonsayitisamovu moat market where the 
weight market honso isP — Tho main market building 
is that, but lately thoro have boon bnttov markets 
established in tho town of Macroom, and they are hold 
in that market honso, and 1 boliovo some tolls are col- 
lected for that, that is for tho nso of the mnrkot house 
which is private property. 

21.862. Is thoro a fair field in Macroom ? — There is. 
It ia adjoining the railway station. 

21.863. Is the exposure of aniinala eoiifiuod to that 
fair green P — No. You will roonllcct that in a great 
inoasnrc tho will of tho pooplo governs a ]>laoo wliera 
UiiiigH arc sold. A fair groon is provided; it is used 
])rincipally for pigs. All tho cattle and oblior market- 
able commodities oro mainly nolil in the Btrootn of the 
town. 

Mr. Dajoel KEitniEu (mnrkot ansiBiaut) extuninod. 

21,804. Yon m-o tho Assisbaiit for Mrs. Hiirding ?— 
Yes. 

21,861). How long liavo you boon in her omploymeutP 
— I am in tho office siiioo 1880, but I hail nob charge 
until lost Decembor. 

21,866-8. Notwithstanding that, yon arc convoi'sant 
with the whole detniis and maungoment of tbo place P — 
I am. 

_ 21,869. You heard an answer of Mr. Asho’s to a ques- 
tion of mine that tho markets ai-o hold by Mrs. Harding 
from the repreaoutatives of Mr. Massy and Loi-d Bantry P 
—They oro. 

21.870. Yon collect a toll for tho whole of them P — 
ics. 

21.871. Do you keep sopaitito accounts of tho maa'kots 
as distract from tho fair P— Yes. 

21.872. Ton keep accounts of what yon receive from 
the iMssytown fairs and markets and what you re- 
ceive from the oDier fairs and mavkots ? — I keep what I 
receive from tho miu'kots in a separate account and the 
fairs by themselves. 

21.873. Will you kindly tell me what commodities are 
brought into the town of Macroom on. market days; 
whether you receive tolls on them or not P— During the 
week I may siiy oata, wheat, turnips, apples, cabbage, 
iiulk, nail; of conrso wo also receive tolls for aolt 
goods, imd butter. Thoio is a hntlcr market every 
Thursday. 
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21.874. Is hay brought haroP — Hay aud straw are 

weighed. 

21.875. You have no eohedule of tolls, or rather 
the charges you levy on each of these commodities P — 
No. 

28.876. Then tiie people who bring the commodities 
in have no moima of knowing the actual chm-ges to be 
levied only from your coUectoi-s P— Yes. 

21,877- Ai'e each of these commodities exposed on the 
public thoroughfare P — Yes. 

21.878. Are the charges you levy— arc they tolls or 
are they weighing charges for performing the duty of 
weighing the commodity. For instance, we will toke 
the case of com. What charge have you on com P — 
A Irl. per sock. 

21.879. If com is brought in by a farmer cm, market 
day to the unmbor of 12 sacks, does he expose it 
before he weighs itP — Yes, it is brought before it is 
weighed. 

21.880. Corn is always actually sold before being 
weighed ? — Always. 

21.881. When he sells corn and goes to yonr scale to 
have it weighed, what do you charge himP — A Id. 
a sock and we issue a ticket then. 

21.882. Do you charge anything additional for the 
ticketP— It is for the ticket I charge, bnt there is a 
man at the scales, and he always has men with him, aud 
he will unload and mu't the com away and put it back 
again, and ha chia^es himself. 

21,888. What is that? — As ii general rule he some- 
times gets a Id. ]>oi' sack. 

21,884. Is it Urs. Harding employs these porters and 
receives this ijortorago charge P — 'ITiey are not 
employed by her. 

21,886. Is it compulsory oii the farmers to employ 
these men ? — It is not compulsory. If they bring help 
enough themselves and put the corn into the scales 
themselves and takes it out again they will be charged 
nothing bnt a Id. 

21,886. Supposing corn was brought into the mai-ket 
and exposed there on a market day and sold, bnt not 
weighed at your scales, and it came to your Imowledgo 
that it was sold, would you seek for your charge? — 
Yes, if I saw where it was bought. 

2l,®7. Have you done so P — Yes. 

21.888. Snpposing it was sent in to one of the shop- 
keepers of the town, who bought it from the farmer, 
and the farmer delivered it on market day, would you 
seek for your charge P — ^If ho bought it at the farmer’s 
house, I would soy ho should wei^ in the market. 

21.889. Did a case of that kind occur P — It did. 

21.890. That the nmn was charged? — I did not 
demand the charge when he bought it at home, biit 1 
demanded my right to weigh in the market (md that be 
was depriving ns of the tolls of the market. 

21.891. Did you receive any payment? — No. 

21.892. Is it a Id. ^>or sack on all com P — Yes, aud 
potatoes also. 

21.893. Is this a printed ticket you give denoting the 
weight P— Yea. 

21.894. Have you got one of them here ? — 1 have.) 

21.895. Witness then produced the ticket, of wbioh 
the following is a copy : — 

atACROOM MARKET. 

18 . 

Bugs, a. d. 

No. Ticket, Custom, 
Seller, 

Buyer, 

Price per owt. 

Owte. qrs. Ihs. 



21.896. Is this a general ticket? — Yes. 

21.897. Does this ticket answer for all commodities 
weighed P — Yes. There is a similar ticket for the butter 
market. 

21.898. Hare you it here ? — I can give it to yon. 

_ 21,899. On this ticket yon put the number of the 
ticket, the number of bags, and your charge P Yes. 

21.900. You also put down the name of the buverand 
seller P— Yes. 

21.901. Do you ascertain the price? — Certainly, 1 
must make up the amount. 

21.902. Yon do that for the convenience of the buyer 

and seller P — ^Yes. , 

21.903. In all cases do you actually ascertain the 
enrreot or contract prices P— Yes; before I issue the 
ticket. 

21.904. If M«. Harding, or the owner of the fairs 
and markets, was required to make a periodical return 
of the current price of the different marketable com- 
moditiea brought in, yon think she could make ontsneh 
a return ? — She could. 

21.905. Do you keep a hlook of this ticket P — I do. 

21.906. Do you enter it into any book ?— I keep the 
block only. 

21,007. So that if they lose their tickets on a market 
day they can come to you for a copy of it ? ^Yes. 

21.908. Do. yon charge them anything additional P 

No. 

21.909. This ticket is for com and potatoes? — Yes. 

21.910. What scales have you in the market? We 

have got two potato scales, two butter scales, one corn 
scales, the weighbridge, and two sheds. Wo get the use 
of the meat stalls for the butter market. 

21.911. Is the weighbridge you have capable of 
weighii^ cattle? — Yes. 

21.912. Had you it previous to lost year? — No, it is 
since the Act of 1887 we got it. 

21.913. Who was it provided it ? — Mrs. Harding, but 
I do not know who paid for it. We are bomiJ to have 
ta o scales, one for Maesytown and one for Macroom. 

21.914. Mrs. Harding was at the expense of the weigii- 
hridge ? — I could not tell yon that. 

21.915. Have yon two weighbridges ? — ^Yes, one for 

Massytown and one for Macroom. , 

21.916. You do not know what the total expense of 
these weighbridges came to P — 1 think 261 each. 

21.917. Yon heoid diat from Mrs. Harding ? — Tef. 

21.918. Do you levy any tolls on temipa P — Yes. 

21.919. What is the charge ? — 4t7. a load. 

21.920. Is that for weighing ? — ^Weighed or not. 

21.921. Is lhatirrespectiveofthe sort of load, whether 
homo or donkey load? — If a donkey load we would 
allow for it, and only charge half price, 2ii. 

21,9^. Have yon ever done so P — ^Yes, in cabbngc or 
potatoes also. 

21.923. If they weigh the load you charge nothing 
additional ? — ^No. 

21.924. If weighed, do you give a ticket ? — No ticket. 
They do not require it, because they sell by the cwt. 
themselves. 

21.925. If they sell by the cwt., do they bring scales 
themselves P — I have a scales there. 

21.926. Do yon charge them anything for each cwt. P 
— No ; I weigh the whole for 4d. 

21.927. Yon weigh the whole load for 4id. if they 
require it P — Yea. 

21.928. If they do not raquixe to weigh it at «dl yon 
charge all the same P — Yes. 

21.929. Are turpips only brought in carts ? — That is 
all. 

2 1.930. Have yon any charge on apples ?— Yea, 4d. a 
load. 

21.931. Do the same ohservaMous apply to apples as 
to turnips ? — ^Yes. 

21.932. What would you call a load. If a man brought 
in a load on his shonider, would you charge 4d.P — 
No. 

21,983. It is on a cartload P — ^Yea. 
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91,934.. tf they brougtt in a basket of apples, have 
YOU any charge on that? — I Ao not know I "vioa 
paid for a basket of apples. A load always cornea 
together. The are five or sis baskets in tho loivcL, ana 
•we charge 4d. 

21.935. Do they come in on market day ?— They come 
eeveral days during the ■week. 

21.936. Ton levy all these charges any day they come 
dnring the week P — Yea. 

21.937. There is no day in the week that is toll irce 
for any of these commodities P — No. 

21.938. Supposing com was brought in and exposod 
for sale in the market hut not sold, ivotild you levy a 
chai*ge ? — ^No. 

21.939. It is only on the commodity sold ?— Yes. 

21.940. If potatoes were not sold P — I would nob 


21,909. And tho butter market is held on Thursday? 

21,070. Do yon know wlion the buttci' market lyaa 
established P — In 1886 tho fresh butter market. 

21.971. Who wiLS it establishod that market P— The 
ahdpkcapcrs of tho town. 

21.972. What is tho charge on butter? — ^That is 
weighed on. I’luirsday. Any butter that comes daring 
tlio weok the charge is a Id. xier Iniskot. 

21.973. Diithig th<; week, witli the exception of 
Thui-sday, your charge on buliiKv is a Lk per basket P— 
Yes. 

21. 974. Could you tell mo what -would be 'the quantity 
in a basket? — Tlioso would bo all lumps, generally 
i lbs., and porhaiw tlicro would bo 10 lbs. of butter 
entirely in trio bnakot. 


charge. 

21.941. Ifturnips are not sold ?— I would not charge. 
On anything that is not sold I would nob charge. 

31.942. When do you collect yom- charge. Is it when, 
they have completely sol^ theii’ stock? — Just when 
about leaving. There is a weekly man we have oin- 
ployed for the pni-pose of watching these parties. 

21.943. Going around the market ? — Yes. 

21.944. When he finds they sell something he collects 
the tolls ? — Yes. 

21.945. Has he ever been refused? — ^Yes. 

21.946. Did he ever seize the commodity or levy auy 
disb'ess ? — I do not think he did. 

21.947. You never heard it? — Never. 

21.948. Have you the collector hore P — Yes, all tho 
AfBrin U in oonnesiou with the market are here. It is 
very hard to get tho charge. Sometimes they woirld 
say the -thing was not sold, and it would be sold after- 
wai'ds. 

21.949. Now, on cabbage what is the charge? — 4d. 
per load. 

21.950. On milk ?— per chnrn. . 

21.951. On fish? — ‘1/1. a load, that is a cartload. If 
only a donkey load we charge 2tJ, 

21,962. If any of the fish women brought hi' baskets 
or boxes yon would levy a charge?— Yes, I -would 
charge Itl. per box. 

21.953. What would be the quantity of fish in the box, 
or what is the smallest ([uautity yon have known to bo 
in a box?— I could not tellyou. 

21.954. Ton have no idea? — ^No. 

21.955. Do you know what the valne of the fish would 
be ? — I could not tell you. 

21.956. These tolls are only collected when a sale has 
been effected? — ^Tss, but we charge for weeldy stand, 
ings in addition. 

21.957. Are the charges for soft goods purely stand- 
ing chicges? — Wc have occasional standings on fair 
days. 

21.958. Supposing they brought in a cartload of soft 

goods on 1 market day, would you levy a charge ? 

Yes, if they offered them for sale. 

21.959. Do yon take into account whether they aro 
subsequently sold or not?— We make it a general rule 
to go around in tho evening on market days and charge 
2d. each on soft goods. 

21.960. 2d. for what ? — For tho standing. 

21.961. Is that the lo^7est charge ? — It is. 

21.962. Is that the only charge P — The only charge. 

21.963. It does not matter whether it is a cart stand- 
ing or some hoards thrown across a barrel P — It is all 
the same. 

21.964. You do Jiot inquii-e whether they effect any 

sale or not? — We "take it for granted that they have 
something sold. . . . 

21.965. But if they do not actually sell something, 
would you collect any charge P — I would not. 

21.966. Doyouthinkyou-wouldhavearighttocollsct 
it ? — I could not answer that. 

21.967. Ton have'never done bo P — No. 

21.968. Tonsayyonhave gotthe nse of tho meat shed 
for the butter market ?— Yes. 


21.975. What would bu tho Hiuallost cpnuitity in tho 
basket. Do you evur know thorn to havo only 4 lbs.? 
— The oollootor ia hero and can Loll you that. 

21.976. On ThuvBflay what is your charge on butter P 
— Frem 1 Ib. to 28 lbs. n Id. I'horo is a part of the 
year for a couple of months, and it is very heavy, and 
thou there ia a butter market ou Monday during tho 
season. 

21.977. You havo no fixed date for the coramsnoe- 
mout of that? — No. Tho buyoi-s manage that them- 
BclvcB. 

21.978. Lust year what date did you commence on or 
what time this year ditl you begin to hold that market? 
—I could not toll yon thaij now. 

21.979. [Tow long doua it last ? — About two months. 

21.980. 'fhen you levy the samo charges on that day 
as ou Thuj-sday ? — 'L'ho very sumo. 

21.981. Yon say the chnvgu ia from 1 ib. to 28 lbs. a 
Id. P-- -Yes, and from 28 lb.s.tu56 lbs. 2d., and ina-oasing 
accordingly. 

21.982. If thoro wore 60 Iba. would yon charge 3(1,?— 
Tea. 

21.983. Anything over 56 lbs., say 57 IIjs., you would 
charge 3d. P — Wo arc not so tight u»s that. 

21.984. You give and tako a littloP — Yea. 

21.985. Is this firkin buttov that is brought inP— No, 
it is all fresh Inmp.s. 

21.986. Is there auy firkin butter brought hoi-e at all? 
—No. 

21.987. Supposing lump butter was brought and ex- 
posed for sale in tho shed and was not sold, would you 
eliai’go P — No. 

21.988. If it was sold and not weighed would youlovy 
a charge P— No. Tlie buttov is always weighed boforB 
it is bought on Thursday. 

21.989. On tho ordinary days wheu yon charge a 
Id. per basket is that for oavrying a baskot of butter 
or only for weighing P — It is not weighed at all during 
the week. 

21.990. Tho c.luu'gc is for bringing in the basket of 
butter and oxpo.Bing it for sale ?— Yes ; if it is not sold 
■wo would not charge. 

21.991. Where do they oxjume it for sale P— They 
hawk it about the town. 

21.992. Thoao aro butter hawkovs P — Yc.s. 

21.993. If they sell only portion of tlie basket would 
you charge P — I would chavgo. 

21.994. Would you levy tho full charge P — ^Yos. 

21.995. If they sold only a Himill quantity it would hs 
the samoP — Yes. 

21.996. How aro tho tolls culloctod when the pMpk 
go about P — They do not IVoquuut tlio placo very often, 
except an odd pei-aou, and tho man employed con manage 
ib easily himsolf. 

21.997. On every day in tho wook you perform prac- 
tically no Avoighing d-uties in connexion with the buUff 
market, hut on Thursday you say the butter is weighed 
bsforo being sold? — ^Yes, and a ticket issued. 

21.998. It is weighed in your soalos and c.\poBedin 
your shed P — 'Tho buyers have diiVoront sballa, and mej 
go around to thorn. They oxpoao tiicir butter for sale m 
the market and, when they sell the ticket is taken fro_o 
them, and tho price and the buyer’s name marked on it 
The butter is then taken fi-om the seders and th^ ar® 
paid, lb is on that ticket they are paid, 
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21,999. Wliafc is jour oliai’ge ou liayP--65. a load. 
It ia’tho same for sti-aw. 

23.000. Is that for weighing? — Yes. 

32.001. Ib there a hay market hero, or do they expoae 
their hay iu oarta ahoub the town p — is generally 
hooghb at homo, at tiie sollor’a place. 

22.002. Have you any rule iu Iho market compelling 
ail hay brought to the market to ho weighed at yonr 
Bcalos ? — None. 

22.003. So tlmt tboy can go claowhero if they pleaeo ? 
-No. 

22.004. But I sxippose they have no opiJortuiiity P — 
There is a weighbridge iu the nniou, and they were in 
the habit of weighing there before, hot ainco we got the 
weighbridge ei’ootod theio wo pot a stop to it. 

32.005. Do you know how tho hay ia bonght P Do 
they buy by bulk or by weight P— By tho ton. 

23.006. Always?— Tea. 

22.007. You have the aame charge on hay as on 
straw? — Yes. 

22.008. You only lovy this chargo when the hay or 
straw is weighed on tho bridge P — W e would not cim-go 
until it is weighed and a ticket is issued, too. 

22.009. If it vms sold and not weighed, would you 
levy a charge ? — I do not think I woiild. I wonld not. 

22.010. You liavo never done so ? — No. 

22.011. Have you any duties to perforai iu connexion 
with tho fairs? — Yes. 

22.012. Have you tho same rate of tolls atthellacroom 
faira as at tho Massytown fairs ? — Tho very same. 

22.013. Have you got toll beards erected at each of 
them P — ^No. 

22.014. "Were any toll boards ever erected within 
year recollootioa P — I remembo?-, a few years ago, to 
sec an old one in tho office, bnt yon could not read tho 
writing at all. 

22.015. Was it defaced P — Yos. 

22.016. You remember tho commodities you Lure 
mentioned and the tolls on them. Arc there any other 
commodities brought to tho market on which yon levy 
tolls ? — There is a calf moj'kct on Thursday. 

22.017. Is that held in tho street P — Yes. in the 
Sqooi'o in Macroom. 

22,0J8. The markets ai-o all hold in MneroomP — 
Yos. 

22,019. Who provided the beam and BoalesP — ID'S. 
Harding. The late 5£r. Coffinger was the original 
lessee, and when Mrs. Harding succeeded him his 
rights were vested in her. 


22,035. Do yon receive any charge for them ? — Yes, 
2d. a week. 

^,036. Who was it erected them?— Themselves, I 
boHeve. 

22.037. Tho people themselves P — ^Yes. 

22.038. They were never removed oat of them ?— No. 

22.039. Have tho police ever interfered with them? 
—No. 

22.040. What commodities do they dispose of there P 
— Soft ^ods. There are a conple of shoemakers there, 
two cobblers’ bulks. 

22.041. Then I may say they are very Eonall stand- 
ings, bat locked up in tho evei^g ? — ^Yes. 

22.042. Are these the only standings yoD have? 

Yes, there are tinsmiths. 

22.043. Do yon erect tents ? — ^No. 

22.044. What is their charge ? — The same as for Uio 
bulks. 

22.045. That is 2t?. per week ?— Yes. 

22.046. If they came in on Satnrdi^ for the first 
time, would you levy a chargo of 2d. ?— I would. 

22.047. If they came on Honday, wonld you levy 
a chargo of 2d. ? — I do not think I would. I would 
not. 

32.048. Yon would wait until the following Saturdav? 
—Yes. 

22.049. It is on the first day they come in yon lovy u 
dmrge ? — If I thought they were going to make theii’ 
exit the same day I would charge them. 

22.050. The balk standings are the only standings 
you havo a charge on P — That is all. 

22.051. At the fairs yon have no toll 1>oard P— No. 

22.052. What animals are brought in here ? — Cows, 
sheep, heifers, fat calves, pigs, fowl, goats. I scarcely 
ever get paid for a horse. 

22.053. Are donkies ever brought here? — Yes, but 
we never get paid for them. 

22.054. They wo brought here P— Tery few. 

22.055. They do not bring miy fowl in on market 

days ? — They generally do not bring any fowl until fair 
days. ■* 

22.056. Do yon lovy charges on all those? — ^Ycs. 

22.057. What do yon levy on cows ? — 6d. each. 

22.058. On sheep P — Id. each. 

22.059. Wbat would yon levy on a lamhP — If the 
lambs are very small, we only charge a id. each on 
them. 


22.020. Whore ia the calf raoj-ket held? — In tho 
square. 

22.021. Is that portion of tho public thoronghfaro ? — 


22.022. You levy tolls ? — ^Yes. 

22.023. What are they ?— 3d. a calf. 

22.024. Is that only on the animal sold? — ^Yos. 

22.025. If not sold you do not charge P— No. 

22.026. Is that every Thursday? — Every Thursday 
Ihroughont the year. These are only lately established. 

22.027. When wore they established F — I could not 
tell yon. It is a good many yeai-s now. 

22.028. Was it previons to your engagement? — Yes. 

_ 22,020, Were any of tho tolls levied or established 
6>uce yoni’ appointment on any of the commodities 
trought to tho market?— Yea, on tho oalf market, by 
tho man who was in charge before I came into office. 

22.030. No ohaugo bns boon made iu tho rates of 
charges P— No, as far os I remember. 

22.031. Yon have standings at the morkets ?— Yes, we 
call them bulks. When I say morketa, I mean every 
“ay in the week. 


22,032. Is that a local term for them P — It is a local 
p^se. They are boxes that are encroachments on tho 
street. They are put up by people, and there is nobody 
to take any notice of them. 


f squatting on the pnbiic thorongh- 

lare ?— Yes. 


^,034. Is that where the apples are exposed P — ^Yes. 
J-oey are increasing in number. 


22.060. Is that tho custom ? — Yes. 

22.061. Do you ever charge a Id. for a very small 
lamb P — No, sometimes we leave them off free. 

22.062. What is the charge on heifers ? — 6d. each. 

22.063. On calves P — 6<2. each. We only charge 3d. 
in the crib, that is since the establishment of tho 
weekly market for all fat calves and no cribs. 

22.064. On pigs P — 3«?. each. 

22.065. What would yon charge on a bonhamP— 
3d. 

22.066. It ia 3fJ. on pigs irrespective of weight or size 
or age P — Yes. 

22.067. On fowl? — 4d. a load and Id. per basket. 

22.068. On goats P — A Id. each. 

23.069. What charge wonld you demand on donkies? 
I never got j)aid for a donkey. 

22.070. What is tho charge yon wonld levy P— Boally I 
could not say, because I never had occasion to chaigo. 

22.071. If they were brought in tho next fair day 
and sold, would you demand a charge?- We never take 
any notice of them- 

22 072. Now are the charges yon have mentioned 
only'on the different animals that are actually sold?— 
That is all. If they ore not sold they wonld not bo 
charged. 

22,073. Is the charge of 4<L on fowl a standing 
oharge P We take the toll for the fowl on entering. 

22 074. Yon call that a standing chargo. It is for 
libe^ to sell on the pubHo thoroughfare P— It is 
X 2 
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inuunteritil to us wliotbor they uw sold or not, but ou 
all others if they ove uob bought wo do not ohargo. 

22,076. You have no rale compelling them to go to 
the fair gi’een P — No. 

22.076. They can go there if they please?— As a 
general rule till pigs go to the fair green. 

22.077. If they brought in a number of bonhama in a 
cart wbnt would you charge oti tbo cartload, or would 
you charge on entrance P —No charge on entrance. 

22.078. If they brought in a oart cemtaining 10 bon- 
home into the fair green nud sold them, what would 
you charge ? — Charge 3d- a pig for the 10. 

22.079. Then you have to rely on the tmthfulneas of 
the statement as to whether they are sold or not ? — 
First of all we see whether they are inai’kod or not. 

22.080. It is always the buyer who pap the charge P 
— No, hut tbo seller when going out. 

22.081. Is he in possession of tho animal P — He is. 

22.082. Always ?— As-a general rule, he is. 

22.083. You say the buyers mark tho cattle P —Yes. 

22.084. Has not the contract been completed between 
tho buyer and the seller when the sale is effected P — 
The contract is made, but tho seller is taking them to 
the yard. 

22.085. The buyer asks the seller to convey them to 
the yard P — Yes. 

22,086.Suppoaing it iras on one of tho streets hero 
they sold a head of cattle, where would you collect the 
toll ou that head of cattle ? — On the bridge down stroot, 
and on evcral roads loading into tho tmm. 

22.087. That is when they aro coming out of tho 
town ? — Yes, when coming out we challenge them. 

22.088. Snpposing a man living in the town went out 
to the fnir, and bought a head of cattle, and put the 
animal into his own. yard ? — They escape our notice, and 
we could not charge. 

22.089. If you were mode aware of it, you would 
charge ? — I would. 

22.090. Hare cases of that kind occurred P— No ; very 
seldom, except for pigs. Then if the shopkeepers of 
the town bought pigs, and took them into the yaxds, 
there wonld be a man go round and challenge thoni, 
and get paid (hr them. 

22.091. On goats yon charge a Id. each ? — ^Yes. 

22.092. \\Tiere are they sold P — On the streets. 

22.093. Are there different streets allotted off for the 
expusui'u of each species of animal P — ^No. 

22.094. Do they all intermix P — Yes. 

22.095. Have yon ever heard that accidents happened 
from the fact that the fairs have been hold in the public 
thoroughfare P — No. 

22.096. How many custom gape have you p — We have 
five. 

22.097. Is this fair green enclosed for the Bantry 
fairs P — Yea. 

22.098. Is there a stonewall around it? — There is a 
stone ditch. 

22.099. Could yon give mo any approximate idea of 
the extent of it ? — I think it must ho very close on an 
acre. 

22.100. Would you say that the reason they do not 
expose animals Chore, is bocanso the space is not 
adequate P — I could not answer that. As long {» 1 
remomlier they were always on the street. 

22.101. Supposing on a fair day all the animals were 
brought into that fair groon, would the fair green bo 
sufficiently lurgep— Very hardly. I do uot think it 
would. 

20.102. Would you atsigu that as a reason for their 
going abont the streets P— I could not say that ia the 
reason. 

!^,103. You have a^g fair here the day previous to 
tho ordinary fairs? — Yea. 

22,104 Is there a pig fair the day previous to the 
ordinary fairs at which uu tolls are levied .® ^No. 

22.105. There is only a pig fair the day previous to 
the cattle fairs at which you levy tolls P— That is all. 

22.106. There is no one previous to the 12th Jannarv 

and 12th March P-No. ^ 


22.107. What is tho oxtoiit of tho ifassytown fah 
green? — Something about throo acres. Ifc is dou},]. 
the size of the other. 

22.108. Is it oncloaocl P — It ia. 

22.109. Are those fair groous utilised in any way 
between fairs?— Yea, supiioHing n tiirtnia came to town. 

22.110. Does grass grow on it P — It is a common lib. 

22.111. Do tho public utiliso it at all between fairs P 

— The road contractor it in a sense and takes a lot 

of mounre in there. 

22.112. Have the public neqaired rights over it P— I 
do not think they have. 

22.113. Have yon two ^vtos to itP — Thci-o are no 
gates to tho MiissytDwn fnir or to Macroom. 

22,lld‘. Yom* custom gai)s iki’o at tho outlota to the 
town ? — Yes. 

22.115. .Supposing a farmer was bringing his cattle 
in, and on tho road coming into tho fair ho mota boycr 
and effected a sale of his iini'nal, would you collccta 
charge in that case outside the enstom gap if it mma 
to yonr knowledge P — I cannot say. 

22.116. Did a cose of that arieo P — No. 

22.117. If a mao arose wonld you charge P — If the 
cattle were sold in any part of the town Iwonid charge. 

22.118. When yon say in the town do yon ni f n ii 
within tho enstom ga]m? — No, hociinso tlio oustom gups 
are in tho middle of the town ; there are streets outsiclo 
the custom gaps. 

22.119. Supposing it wius a trader iii tho town went 
out and mot a fannor ooming in on tho road outside 
tho custom gap, and told him to deliver tho animal to 
his yard in Macroom on a fhiv day, would yon charge? 
— I would charge hocauso tho custom gaps are near tho 
centre of the town. 

22.120. Are there houses hoyoml the onstoni gaps P— 
There are sti'cets beyond. 

22.121. Supposing at the 'Mikssytowu fairs some of 
the animals woro sold in the streets ofMacroom and 
exposed there, would yoxt chargo ? — If I was aware of 
it I would. 

22.122. Is the jirnctico always for those attending 
Mossytown fairs to go to Massytown and for tho 
Idacroom fairs to como to Uacroom P — ^Yes. 

22.123. What is tho stroot principally in Macroom 
that they stand on ? — In tho sqnaro. 

22.124. And in Massy town? — The field in a greet 
meosni'o and the entmucc to it. 

22.125. Tho field, that is tho fair green ? — ^Yes, and 
the streets around, 

22.126. Is tho fair groon ronvonioiit Lo ihc square in 
Macroom? — It is next to the nvUway just. 

22.127. Whore is thosquiu-oP — Tho s,[ii:iioiBalatge 
portion of tlie town at the top of blio hill. 

22.128. Is not that some distaiioo &om tho fair 
gi'een ? — ^Ic ia ahnnt 300 viu’ds. On a fair day tho fan 
goes down as far as tlio fair green. 

22.129. TImt is in tho intorvouing streets? — Yes. 

22.130. Are thhro any of tho toll oolloctora here?— 
Yea. 

22,131.. How many do yon have at each gap P— On o 
fivh' day about 17 oubiroly. 

22.132. How are those mon paid? — 2s. per day. 

22.133. Who else is engaged in connexion with tho 
fairs Iwsides these toll collectors? — I do not kuewof 
anybody. I take charge of the whole lot. 

22.134. Have yon ono miui at each gap solely foi’ the 
purpose of roooiving money P— At tho outside gi4** 
have two men. 

22.135. Do they always iiiqiiivo wliothor a man hn» 
bought or sold? — Yes. 

22.136. Supposing tho nnewor is that tho luiimol has 
not been bought or sold and they know it is a falsehood 
and that tho animal was sold, what ooni'sc do they 
adopt? — As a general i^o they clear thorn out by 
giving their hand nud word. 

22.137. Do yonr moa produce any book or pupw?" 
No. They only catch them by the right hand and saf. 
“ On your word, is the oiittio' sold to-day by you or 

anybody else.” If they say ” No ” they pass out. 
22,188. Did they ever find that that practice ia &uy 
way made a man alter the statement P — Many t®®* 
.they clear them out, and get paid afterwords. 
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Did the oatchiug of thomiui's hand amoaat 
to an ofErmatioii, and did it otov make a man niter his 
statement P— Yes, often. 

22,1 10. Have you over known them to vefiiae payment 
of the toll on account of no toll board being erected P — 

I heard a few complaining. 

22.1+1. Did they ever refnan paying at all? — They 
paid alterwwds, but I heard a few asking before for 
the toll board, imd went away and paid afterwards. 

'22,I<12. Did you leave them ontP — They paid olter- 
words. 

22.143. When they refused pivymeut of the tolls, did 
you distrain the animal, or retain the animal for any 
longthonod pci'iodP— Wo often kept an animal inside 
until they would jMi-y. They would any they hod not 
the money, but wo would kocp them inside until they 
had the ninnoy. 

22. 144. IIow long would yon detain them?— Not ten 
minutes. 

22.145. Have yon ever seized any moi'kctable com* 
modities, such as fi.-h or fowl P — Whan the toll collectoi-a 
ask a Id. for a l):Lskct of fowl, they aland for a time 
objecting, and thou in the end they pay it. 

22.146. What is the longest period for which a woman 
would lie detained in that way ? — have never seen them 
kept more than five or ton minutes at the most. 

22.147. That is on entry to Iho town P —Yes. 

22.148. Yon always levy tho charge oiieutiy lo tlio 
town ?— Yes. 

22,140. If they had not tho penuy, what oourso would 
you adopt P — Wo thou take their word and get paid 
dnring tue day. 

22.150. You uovov seized on the fowl? — We keep 
themselves aud tho basket together. 

22.151. Would you ever take possession of tho fowl 
until they would retmm, having got the loon of the 
penny ?— No. 

22.152. Have they ever complained that you have 
detained the fowl for any period that made them 
unable to make a ready sale of the fowl P — No. 1 never 
heard them complaining of that. 

^,153. Do you ever weigh any cattle at this weigh* 
bridge P — Not one. 

22.154. Whore is it erected? — Thei'o is one erected at 
tho entrance to tho fair green of Masaytowu, aud the 
other one in Castle Street, inside Lord Bonti-y’s gate 
entrance. 

22.155. You got uo vent from the sheds you refeirod 
to P — No. There is a charge of a Id. from two milk 
women. 

22.156. Then tho milk is sold iuBido these ? — ^Yos. 
They are milk sheds. 

22.157. You only charge a .it?, per churn ? — ^Yea. 

22.158. You ohargo nothiug additional for standing P 
—No. 

22.159. Do you make up Mrs. Harding’s accounts? — 
Yes, -but tho books wero tokcu from mo over a month. 

22.160. You say yon have one man employed to walk 
around tho mai-kot P — ^Yes. 

22.161. What is his name P — Andrew Kcllihor. 

22.162. What are his duties P — To take tho toll on 
potatoes, lump butter, aud any apples ur cabbage. 

22.163. Who else Lave you P — I have two men em- 
ployed for Thursday, one to collect on calves, and one 
to weigh butter ou mirabor two scales. Mr. liiordan 
attends to number two scales. 

22.164. Have you anybody additional on Saturday ? 
—No. 

22.165. Have tho women who bring in baskets of 
apples to pay lA nor basket?— Yes, but they never 
come in baskets, only loads, and thero might be six or 
seven baskets iu tho load. 

22.166. Do people bring in baskets of apples who 
have not bulks P — 'icB, and pall them to the parties who 
have bnlks. 

22.167. I saw two piles of apples ou the road, were 
those belonging to tne people who have the bnlks P — 
They wore not. They have stauding of their own. 
They stand on the ground and have the barrel at night. 


22.168 What do those people pay P — 2<?. a week. 

22,169-70. Por pntfcing their apples on the publiu 
thoroughfare P — Yea. We call them staudiugs. 

22.171. Do they cover these apples? — They cover 
them at night. 

22.172. Are there auy stalls around tho town they 
could take ? — No. 


Axdugw Kellideb examined. 

22.173. You collect the charges on butter? — Yes. 

22.174. Did they ever bring in about 4 lbs. of butter P 
— Yes, very often. 

22.175. Did they ever bring 2 lbs. or 3 lbs ? — Yes. 

22.176. Did they over come with 1 Ih. of Imtter? [ 

could not say. 

22.177. They have brought 2 lbs. ? — Yes, 2 lbs. aud 
3 lbs., and it mus uj) to 201h8. 

22.178. Ou that 2 Ihs. you would charge a Id. p I 

would charge a Id. if I only saw a -1- lb. 

22.179. Did you ever charge on a 4 lb. ? — No. 

2*2,180. What would be the value or selliog price of 

tho 2 lbs. they bring in ?— They generally get lid. and 
a 1^. per ponud. 

22,181. You levy the same charge on 2 lbs. as ou 
20 lbs. P — The very s.'ime. 


Captain Mullen, Eeceiver, examined. 

22,182. Are you connected with Lord Bautry’s 
estate P — ^1 am receiver in the Court of Ohancciy ou the 
Mossy estate. 

22,188. So far as you are aware, there 1ms uut been 
any direct contribution made by the owuera of the 
Mobsytown fairs and markets towai*ds the cleaning of 
the streets P — No. 

22,184‘. Other than the oontirihutian to the mtesP — 
Yos. 

22,185. The owners are minora at present ? — Yes. 


Mr. Jons McCiJixn'i examined. 

22.186. You produce two documents P — These avo 
two accounts showing tho gross rcceipte and cxjjon* 
dlturc for tho two years ending the 3lst December 1880 
aud the other ending the 31st December 1887 for 
Mocroom only. 

22.187. For Macpjom fairs aud markets ? — Yes. I 
was not told anjthing about Massytown, or i did not 
bring thorn out. 

22.188. You could get them ? — Not to-day. 

22.189. Could you give me any idea of what they 
are P — ^Tbc Idhcroom accounts ore there, and tho Massy- 
town would he the same. The last items in tbe ac- 
count produced ought to be divided between Moissytowu 
and hmeroom. 

22,19U. Here you have the tolls coUrcted at the 
Mocroom fnirs and the weekly markets, but you have 
the expenses incurred in collecting tolls ou both 
Maeroom and Massytown and the markets? — The 
expenses o^ the fairs are deducted from the proceeds 
after the fairs. 

22.191. Has Mr. Biordan any duties to perl'orm at 
tho Massytown fairs P — No. 

22.192. Ontofflie receipts Mrs. Harding jiays 100?. 
rent to Mr. Massy, and 15u/. to Lord Bantry P — Yes. 

22.193. What duties do yon perform in connexion 
with these? — Nothing at oil except check tho accounts. 

22.194. You can ^ive me the parciculars of tho 
receipts and expeumture ou Massy totrn? — I cannot 
now, but the receipt would bo aliout the game as the 
Maeroom fairs, less lOOb i*ent. 

22.195. What check have you on the men who collect 
the tolls at the fairs P— No check. There are two men 
at each gap, and six or eight men at the princt{>al gap. 

22.196. One man acts as a check ou the other P — Yes. 

22.197. You have no active duties to perform in con- 
nexion with fho markets and fairs other than keep the 
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accounts ?— No, I do not live in Maoroom at all. One 
remark Mrs. told me to make is that tkere has 

heen no change in the charges for the last SO years. 

22.198. Have yon knowir the fairs for any length of 

time ? do not know them at all. I only know what 

I got from the book^ or what Mrs. Harding told me. 

22.199. She saw the schedule of queries P— Yes. She 
scut it to her law agent. She does not know anything 
about the matter. 

22.200. The only expense Mrs. Harding has boon at 
is the rent and the salaries P— Yes. 

22.201. Neither she nor the owners of the fairs or 
markets contrihnte anything towards the cleansing of 
streets where the fhirs and markets are hold P — No, but 
I asked the qaeBciou, and I was told tboie was a com- 
petition among the people to got the sweeping na 
manure. 

22.202. The people themsclTes fi'om tho benefit they 
derive &om the manure keep tho streets clean ? — Yea, 
that is what I was told. 

22.203. Were any representations ever made to either 
of the owners or to Mis. Harding to provide a sufficiently 
large foil’ green for the removal of the fairs off tho 
street?— Mrs. Harding told me thattlie fail- green in 
Macroom was provided at the request of the towns- 
people some time ago, and notwithstanding the field 
was provided the people would prefer using the streets, 
and the shopkeepers would prefer haviug the ouimolB 
on the streets to keep custom near their cstahlishmonta. 
I was told that. 

22.204. By whom ? — By Mrs. Harding. 

22.205. Mrs. Harding has been at no expense in con- 
nexion with them in improvement or repairs for tho Inst 
couple of years with the exception of providing tho two 
weighbridges P — That is the only expenditure. 

22.206. Have any scales been provided by tho owners 
or 1^. Harding P — ^Mrs. Harding provided a scales 
lately. 

22.207. Did the owners provide anything but the fair 
green P — Lord Bantry built tho market house. 


Dec. Si I Gross receipts Mnerooui fiurs 
I Gro.SK weekly IoIIh 


I 

188 9 a 
iH la 


llcntH • - - lf*» 0 

5SiilaricK,Ty.SIu'iii(l ImmitiiK) a4 3 
DL Kdlihor - «.'> 1() 

Ty. Uiordnii - 10 o 

AKHIHtiUlfH - - 4? H 

rtivcuU’s accomit - - 10 r> 

Taxes - - - 21 5 


Massytown fairs, iilioiil 
Ketit 


I 238 U OJ 
14 9 7 


Tikotuy Uioiujan oxamtnod. 

22.212. You ai-o oounocted with tho butter maiket P— 
Ouly Olio day in tho week. 

22.213. It is all Imnii butlov P — Yes, fresh butter. 

22.214. Firkins avo novor brought in P — Tliey wore at 
one time, bub it wiuh a fiiiliiro. 1 romombor nearly 
1,000 firldns oamu one day and tho buyers did not 
attend tmd they bad to tako it homo again. 

22.215. Wliat was Uio uhavgii mi tho firkin at that 
time P — X wofl not tho iiorson nolluuttng tho tolls, but it 
was 3rl. a iirldn, I bmievo. Ilioy hail to take their 
buttor homo whon tho Imyurs did nut attend. 

' 22,216. No fii’kiu-H m'O brought in now at all P — Not 
from that day, 1 bnliovc. 

22,217. Docs that shod afford sufficient space to ox- ’ 
poso lump butter for solo P — It doos. Tho buyors aie 
well pleased and so oi-u tho sellers. 


22.208. Who built tho market shed P — That is pait of 
the market house, aud that market houso was built a 
long time ago by Mr. Beveridge, wW demised his 
estates to Lora Bantry. 

22.209. It was provided by the owner ? — Yes. 

22.210. It is sot sufficiently large for people to ex- 
pose perishable commodities in such as butter ? — Thoso 
she^ axe the only place. They are roofed in. 

!E,211. Did you ever hear that any representations 
were made to her, or from the ownerato her, to provide 
a proper market house and euclosed space for the pro- 
tection of eonifflodities brought inP— do not think 
any representation of tho kind was made. I may say, 
ou my own knowledge, if it was it would not be used. 
I was in Eanturk where there is a splendidmarket pro- 
vided by Lord Bgmont, and tho people would not use 


[The following is a copy of tho accounts handed in by 
the foregoing witness] 


Gross receipts ou Macroom fairs 
Gross amount of weekly tolls - 

Charges. 

„ & 
Bents - - .150 

Salaries, Ty. Shsin . 40 

Dl. Ktstlihcr • so 

Ty. Riordau . ]q 

AssiRtaots . 40 ] 

Police rate and income tux 
omitted - . - 14 1 

Hire at CaiiK,.&c. - .4 

Income tax - -31 

Dl. EelUbcr, e.vtra - - 6 


& e. d. 
I 172 11 7 
164 16 7 


Massytown fairs, about . 172 u 
Kent . . - 100 0 


22.218. It is all weighed before it is bought P — ^Yes, 
and tho tickot issuod. 

22.219. Yon have no tasters employed? — ^No. Tho 
buyers themselves are tastors. 

22.220. They roly on their own oxixsrionce P— Yea. 
They buy tho butter on its inorits. 

22.221. Wlton weighing tJiis lump butter do you 
always givo a ticket dcuototig tho weight P — Yos. 

22.222. Is this tho tiolcct you give — Yoh. 

22.223. Witness procluood tlio tiokut, of which tho 
following is a copy : — 



22,224. You put tho weight down horo P — Yos, the 
weight and the name. 

22,^5. Did you over keep an occonnt of the quantity 
brought in during the day P — ^No, 1 was not so onrious 
as.to tot up tho whole amount. 

22,225a. If it was required yon could give the quantity 
brought in P — I have a block of the uomo of the seller 
aud a block of the number of pounds and the number of 
the ticket. 
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23,22C. Aud tho price per puntid — Wo have nofchiug 
to do with ibo price per pound. 

22.227. I BCD it marked on tlio ticket, but you uerer 
ascertuiu it ? — You could nut ivseei'tniu it Irom tlio 
bnyera. Somctimoa it is tbo highest pice all round, 
and then they buy inferior butter for a less price. 

22.228. In weighing butter, what is the lowest weight 
you put into tho ecales ? — A qaarber of a pound is tho 
lowest. 

22.229. Ro then it innst bo » c|narLcruf a pound or 
uotbiug?— Yes. 

22.230. If they had only 2 lbs., or a small roll of 
about 2 lbs. *1 ozs. actual weight, what would you denote 
on the ticket ? — 2 lbs. 4 os^., 4 ozs., 8 ozs., 12 ozs., and 
then 1 lb. 

22.231. If the actual weight of it was 2 lbs. 3 ozs,» 
would you put that clown ? — I would not put down the 
S ozs. 

22.232. Yon would put it down us 2 lijs. P — Yes. 

22.233. Arc there any other deductious? — ^No. I 
do not know I ever romembor weighing 2 lbs. 

22.234. Supposing it was 5 lbs. 3 ozs., would you only 
put down tbe 5 Iba.P — Only 5 lbs. 

22.235. Is there any deduction irom the gross weight 
for anything? — No. 

22.236. Supposing iu warm weatboi’ it clings to the 
scalM P— After each roll is weighed there is a man with 
a knife and ho cleans tho scalu and anything he gets on 
it is waste butter. 

22.237. I suppose the weight of that ejuantity would 
be so small It would nob bo worth taking into oonstdoru- 
tion? — It would not bo worth signifyitig. but in order 
that every buyer should got tho benedb it is clcaued 
every time. I think it would be well to abate other 
matters in connexion with this market. Take for 
instance tho EbU lUEU'kot. In warm weather it is a 
regular nuiaaiioo. Tho romuants of tho flsb remain on 
the street, and it is vety daugomus to health. There 
are no sheds orootud that oould be gut, aud I ofeuu 
heard remarks fi-om parlios put-siug by that it is 
very daugeroiis to health. In woi-m weathov there is a 
stench, and I often hoard tho apple women complaining 
that they had no sheds. These ore the people in tho 
bulks, but connected with tho market. They aro used 
as a urinal for town and countiy, and something should 
bo dono to cll'ecb a remedy iu that du-oction. 

22.238. You are rofemiig now to bulks? — ^Yea. 
Somethins should bo done of them or they should bo 
builb in abetter way from tho footpath leuSing to the 
public market, 

22.239. Are you iu trade in tho town ? — ^Yos. 

22.240. What trade P — The grocery n-nd spirit 
business. 

^,241. You have an opportunity of ascertaining the 
Opinions of the people who frequent tho markets and 
fairs here P— Yes. 

22,2;12. Do you think from your own experience that 
there is a necessity existing in lllacrooin for a properly 
enclosed aud snffioiontly largo market place for ail tho 
commodities hi-ought inP — As far na the market is 
conperned it is a very good one, but I think the nccommo- 
^tionis not sufRoient ; that is, it is nutlargo enough for 
the whole market. Thera should bo somethiug 
additional built ; for instanco, sheds should be built in 
Home direction, I do not know whore. Au engineer is 
the best judge of these things, and have these sheds 
locked up at night and not bavo tho owners of the stalls 
remain on the street duriug tho night using large sugar 
barrels as sleeping apartments aud to protect their 
goods. 

22,243. People havo to sleep on tho ])ublic thorough- 
fare? — Yes, bMauso apples ai*e perishable, and if they 
wore removed or shifted they would get damaged aud 
battered and injm-ed. They remain on tho streets thi’ee 
months of the year, os you can see yonrsolf passing 
by , with heaps of apples, and if these were removed for 
me night they would get battered and injured, and 
it would be very injurious to the apples tbomselvea. 

^2,2^. Are the people who sleep out those who rent 
the bulks ?—^ey are people about the town. Two of 
them stop Inside in these largo sugar bairels. 

Have tho police taken any stops to remove 
them P — I never heard they did. 

22,246. .^e they acquainted with this practice P — 
■tney see it, whether they take notice of it or not. 


During the day t^y nss tlw sugar barrels os a 
protection from the inclemeucy of the weather. 

22.247. Is that for tho pui-poae of not going to the 
exijonrto of paying for lodgings or only to he in imiuo- 
dmto proximity to their goods P— Yes, for feai' they may 
bo stolen. 

22.248. Could they not remove their stock to a store P 
— Yea, but, as I have stated, they consider their apples 
would be injured by being removed. They put their 
fmples there for their own accommodatiou and bnsincss. 
There is nothing compnlsory on them. 

249. You state from your knowledge it would 
injure their stock if they were constantly removing 
from place to place ? — ^Yes. 

22.250. Supposing proper stoi'ago accommodatios 
was_ provided there on that very spot would they be 
willing to pay anything in return?— I could not say 
that. 

22.251. Do yon think for what they are paying at 
present somo accommodation should be given to them ? 
— ^Yes. Even some of them tell mo they would bo 
satisfied to pay so much a week for accommodation. 

22.252. These people have complained to you?— 
Yes. I was spealang to them on tne matter, aud they 
have complained that they have no sheds. 

22.253. Are there none of themhere ? — None of them 
here, 

22.254. Did they ask you to mention this fact ? — i 
They did not. 

22.255. You only mention it yourself? — ^Yes. Mrs. 
Harding has nolmng to do with that. She is only 
lessee of the tolls, and has nothing to do in that 
diroctiuu I shonld think. 

22,250. Still yon nro of opinion that if these people 
puy a charge they should got some return other than 
tho liberty of exposing their oomnioditios on tho public 
thoroughfare ? — I do not know that. 

22.257. You liavo i'camed no oj Juiou on that p ^No. 

22.258. Have you anything else to say P — No. 


Tixothi Hfiiir examined. 

22.259. "What are your duties in connexion with the 
market P — ^Weighing corn and potatoes ond batter on 
Thursday aud Mondays. 

22.260. Is all com sold lieforc it is weighed? — It is. 

22.261. ‘Whore do they expose it for sale? — On the 
market and sti-cet coming into the town. 

22.262. ^Yhat portion of the place P — ^In the centre of 
the squai'e. 

22,268. That is out on the public thoroughfare? — 
Yes. 

22.264. Do they put the bags on the ground ? — ^No, 
they keep them in the carts. 

22.265. When they have effected a sale they come to 
you to weigh P — ^Yes. 

22.266. "When weighing, do you sve a ticket ? — No, 
The dork gives it. I send the wei^t to the clerk, and 
he gives the ticket. 

22,207. You have only to perform tho mauu.'il work 
of weighing, (md the clerk fills up the tickets ? — ^Yes. 

22.268. In weighing corn, what is the lowest weight 
yon weigh down to ? — Pour, 7, and 14 lbs. 

22.269. You never pnt a smaller weight in the scale 
than 4 lbs. P — Wo put 2 lbs. 

22.270. Is it customary to put 2 lbs. P — It is when 
required. 

22.271. It must be 2 Iba. or nothing ? — Tho fall of 
the beam goeu to the buyers. 

22.272. You give the benefit of a cast to the buyer P 
—Yes. 

22.273. You do not weigh tbe empty sack P — For some 
parties X do and for ouers I do not. Some allow 
4 lbs. olf for tho empty sack. 

22.274. You estimate the tare of the sack? — ^Yes. 

22.275. Do you generally weigh them, or only when 
a dispute arises P — I weigh everything a man would ask 
me. I get 6d. a cask. I have to employ a man 
along with myself, and sometimes two men. 1 uall the 
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we'ifflit aud tuni tte scales. The other men I employ 
in the bags and take them out, and I give them a 
hand to load and nnload. 

22,276. These arc the porters P— Yes. 

2-2,277. Yon employ thesn ?— Yes, but bo oblige thorn 
I nm iiaiil by the counti-ymou for those men. 

22.278. You aro the representative of Mrs. Harding P 

Yes. Inmonlyjnat appointed weighmaster. lam 

paid every Thursday for weighing butter. When I 
find the country. people have not enough of help, I 
employ throe men and charge so much, and will then 
pay them in the evening. 

22.279. It is only the weighing charge of Id. goes to 
Mrs. Harding?- Yes. 

22.280. But if the formers have not sufficient help 
they ask you to employ some of tho porters and you 
employ them?— Yes. 

22.281. What do you charge?— 6d. a load or Ad. a 
load. I weigh different loads 1 get nothing ont of. 

22.282. How do you i»y these men, or do yon make 
a profit yourself? — ^That is according to the work wo 
would have during the day. 

22.283. Do yon make a profit ont of the transaction? 
— Tber-e are only two months in the year we charge 
anything. 

22,284'. Would you weigh corn if they did not. em- 
ploy a porter? — 1 would not. They would -want to 
employ three men. 

22.285. You make them have three men to load and 
unload ? — The men ai-o there. 

22.286. Supposing a former came aud said he was 
«iuite competent to weigh it, would j on give him all 
the trouble possible in oroer that be wonlcT employ two 
more men? — I would give him no hand at idl. 

22.287. Have they ever adopted that cotu-so of loading 
aud unloading themselves?— Ifo. 

22.288. Have you ever heard complaints that delay 
has bcou caused, and that they have uot been I'Ciuloi-ed 
suffleieut ossistaDce ?— I would bear some of them talk 
and more of them woold not. 

22.282. Practically, on overy load of com that is 
brought in th^ have to pay porter's clior^ and the 
weighing charge ? — They have to pay a Id. a bag for tho 
ticket. 

22,290. And the porter's charge as well P — Yes. 

22,201. That is 6il. a load? — Yes; ivhatover they 
might give. 

22.292. They, never give loss than 6(7. P — I often 
weighed 40 bags and uot get a Id. 

22.293. If you employ porters to load and nnload you 
never get less than ad. ? — 1 often got 4<Z. only, and n Id. 
a bag from some aud 6<2. 

22.294. Do the some observatious apply to tho weigh* 
lug of potatoes ? — Ves. 

. 22,295. Porters must be employed P — ^Yes, at the big 
scales, but nt tbe small bcbIos they arc not required 
The people can du it themselves. 

22.296. Hat if they bring a load of potatoes in sacks 
the porters must be employed, and tbe same obsorva* 
tioiiH apply 08 to tbe com ? — Yes. 

22.297. Wbat is the smallest weight put in the scales ? 
Do yon weigh a half stone P — Ho ; there is a small scales 
(or pitntoes. 

22.298. Do you know the practice of weighing? 

Yes. If a bag is weighed ou the big scales we weigh 
down to 2 lbs. ,^y small weights go to Uie small 
ucnlcs. Then I call out the weight to tho man in tho 
office, who can see the scales himself. 

22.299. He denotes the weight on tho ticket P — ^Ycs. 

22.300. Tickets oro given for com and potatoes? 

Yes. 

22.301. Do you ever mark tbe weight of a sack of 
potatoes on it with chalk ? — Never. 

22.302. You always keep a block of the ticket? 

Yes. 

22.303. In return for the ticket you get the Id.?— 
Yes. 

22.304. Do yon over weigh the empty sack P ^As a 

rule 4 lbs. arc allowed for potatoeK and 3 lbs. for tho 
sack of coni. I seldom weigh tho empty sack. 


22.305. That is in cu«o of dispute ? — ^Ycs. 

22.306. Wonld tliat ostiinutod taro bo tho same on a 
fine day ns on a very wot day P— N«t. 

22.307. What iwldLUoiial luro would ynu allow ou a 
day like that P— On a wut day tlioy gcuornlly allow 
or 5 lbs. 

22.308. Do yon koop any roeurd of the number of bags 
brought in ouch day P — You. 

22.309. Did yon over make, up tho total lor euch 
month ? — No ; it is a iwmthly iMiciuiut. 

22.310. Do you koop an lunsoniit of the nnmbct 
luxiught in each •mouth P — Yok, what Is In-nught in each 
day. 

22.311. If a TotuTH WHS roijiiivc'il of tho quantity 
f tho dUlbi'diit inai’kd.alilo eommoditicn brought into 
facroom, and tho cnrronl. prioen, (hiuIiI such a return 

1)6 made ont P — Yos. 

22.312. Jh it poHsiblu to make siieli a vetnrn? — It jg 
possible. 

22.313. Do you think tbo return would be a prottj 
aceiu-nto oiio P — I think it would. 


Mr. Jons McCAwniy vo-oxarained. 

22.314. (Witnui^a.) I wish tt» make a remark about 
Mr. lliordan’s evidoneo. llo said npjdowomeu aud 
oblitirH wish for Homn Klioda I'ov tlioiv protection. It 
wonld bo easy for thorn (a) got Iiduho acuomuiodation, 
but w'bat they wish in that ]>i-utcctiiin Khoiild l>o made 
on the spot thoy now occupy. Tiioy laUo up tbo space 
bcoauiio they eoiuiidor it tho boat pnHsiblo])osition for the 
sale of thoir goods. If other nccommodatiou wore pro- 
viilocl they tliould j)ay for it, luid they wenld bo as 
badly off then. If tlioy wanted protection they could 
cosily get houses about tho town. 

22.315. What rotm-n do they got for tho charge they 
alrfsody paid? — Liberty to soli. 

22.316. On tho publio thorough faro P — Yos. If tho 
ownoi’s wont to thccicpoiu«o of providing jiccommodation, 
ns 1 SCO clscwhoro, it would uot bo used. 


Hr. COUNET.IUS OiutBun oxaminod. 

22,317. Wbat remarks do you wish to moke ? — I camo 
boro os a touaut farmer to nrnko some obsovvations. As 
regards tbo ucoorumodation for tbo weighing of corn 
ami potatoes tho accommodation is very hiul in the 
town of Mimrocnu. For instanco in tbo montbs of 
Fobvuaiy, and March thero may bo oloso ou 400 horsa 
loails of corn aud potatoes in tbo town, and only ous 
set of scales croebod to weigh that lot. 1 oftcu saw the 
scnlos at work in tho morning from 7 o’clock nutil 
nightfall, aad tho crowd ilghting luid (luarrclling, and 
I often saw a row ovor tho sciilon. I often had to wait 
four or fivo houi-s, having my Inml sold, luul could not 
got it woigbocl, ami then in tho end had to gnoss to a 
load of potatoes in order not to bo waiting auy longer. 
As regards tho chargo wo pay of a li7. a sack for weigh- 
ing corn aud potatoes. I may Iiai’ii my own two laai. 
and often liad to put in and out the sacks bo tho acalcB, 
and the weighmnster oltou refuseil to weigh tboni 
unless paid a li7. a sack liiiuHolf in. addition to llio ld. 
a sack I would have to pay for tiio ticket, and if I 
refused to pay ho- wonld not weigh for mo. 1 was one 
day. and I got my load weighod, and after weighing 
rofusod to pay tho weiglimosLcr. Ho demanded &• for 
eight Buoka, and X rofusud to pay, and ho thi’uatcuod to 
boat me, uud for three inoutlis after that couiiug into 
tho town of Maorooiu I was sabji'ct to abase. I 
thonght a Irf. a sack enough to pay, and I thought it 
tho duty of tho owimi’S, or Mrs. I'iardiiig, to provide a 
woigbrjastoT and woigli freo of oliargo. Tnovo is a 
smaller scale crootoil whoro they, weigh weights and 
half weights, and thoro is ono or tivo in chargo of it- 
If I send iu potatoes in a bntb, not in bocks, I am 
charged 2d., 3d., or Ad. for tho weiglung, and the 
woman in charge against my oonouiit would be taking 
the potatoes out herself. Sho may have a -weight, half 
a weight or three-quarters of a weight. I hom’d white 
ago there was a woichbridgo in tho market. I do not 
see it, and ncyer did aeo it. I think there ought be a 
second set of scales evaoted, ono for the uao of corn and 
tho other for the weighing of potatoes. As regards the 
Mnasytowu fair, it ie a very uad fair field, and could 
not bo worse. There is a largo stream of water running 


I'rinted image digitised by The L'ni versity of Soinhampton 1 ibrary Digitisation Unit 
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



169 


tbroQgb it, and if tbe niglit happened to be wet there 
xniwht be water running over it for a foot and a half 
deep and yonr clothes besmeared, and covered with 
mod. and from ihe Maaaytown bridge into tho fair 
would be one masa of sheep, cattle, and pigs, and othei* 
goods, and perhapsyoucouldnotmoTeforanhour. The 
caible going into the fair pass by into it, and tho cattle 
cooing ont sold haTe to come down, and it is very far 
away ^o the station. Tolls have been taken for that 
Massytown fair outside Massytown , at the end of it; 
and if cattle wore sold at the other side of tho town 
they would have to pay for them outside Massytown, 
where the patent is held for. I think tho custom they 
charge is entirely too great. I often sold in that fair 
a creel ur orib of slips, small pigs or bonhams, 10, 

12, and of^n 13 in number, and bna to pay 3d. for each 
bonham, which I think is entirely too much. They 
charge M. each for cattle, and for suckling calves, 
seven, eight, nine, or twelve months old they ohargu 
6fl. a piece, which is entirely too much tu my mind. 
They charge for shoop a Id. each, and if there ate a 
pah’ of iamlM, or throe lambs mth that sheep, two 
months or three months old, they charge a Id. coi^ for 
them, and 1 bad to pay it to carry them ont free. And 
os for the accommodation provided here in the town 
for the fairs, I say it is very poor accommodation. I’he 
creels of slips cotnin" into the fair tho cattle fair day 
are quite enouglt to nil the fnir field. The town is on 
unlit place to bold tho fair. It is a dangerous place for 
anybody to pass in. There ought to he a proper fair 
green erected i|aitc close to tho town and quite close 
to the railway station. 

22.318. Which ore you speaking off — Macroom. I 
think Macroom is the more suitable place of tho two to 
hold the fair in. It is quite close to the train. Ido 
not know I have any more to add. 

22.319. What occupation have yon P — I am a tenant 
farmer resorting this fair every fair day. 

22.320. What district do you live inP — I live within 
3 miles of the town of Kilmichael. 

22.321. You came that distance to-day P — I did for 
the improvement of the condition of the fairs. 

22.322. Have you consulted the neighbouring farmers P 
—I have not consulted any of them as to coming here, 
but at different times we have been talking for the last 
hve or ten years and continually grumbling. 

22.323. Axe there any gentlemen hero who would 
corroborate any statement as to tho charges or what 
you havo suggested yourself P — ^There is a tenant 
farmer from tho same parish. Ho lives hei'e. X know 
jjlenty from my parish, huudi-eds who could bear me 
out iu tho same statement if there was a need. 

22.324. You state that tho scales provide<l for weigh- 
ing corn is not sufBcicntP — Certainly they are not for 
certain parts of ihe year. 

22.325. Has any undue delay been caused during tho 
season?— I often had to wait for four or five hours. 
Some six or eight years ago when I was young and 
spirit in mo I would fight my way. but latterly I would 
rather wait a whole day thou go quarrelling. It is a 
regular fighting affair to get at the scales. 

22,826. You state that you have been compelled or 
rather put to much inoouvenienoe by paying tbia 
porterage charge? — Certainly. 

22.327. Have the otlier farmers oomploiued of fiat P 
—Several. 

22.328. Did Mr. Murphy complain to you ? — One 
man would come up and tell him he would pay and the 
other man would say he would pay and he would keep 
me liack, 

22.329. Although you were in the market previous to 
him ?-:-Yea, 

22.330. Com is sold before it is weighed? — Y m. 

22.331. Did you ever know because of any delay 
caused in that way that tho buyer bos refused to com- 
plete his contract and take the comP — I often saw 
the buyer grumbling at waiting, and os u general rule 
whm we smi the com we have to get 2s. 6d., or ds. or 
4e. in order to make the bni’gain binding, and then tho 
buyer would have to wait. 

22.332. Is it practically to get some money in pan 
paymentP— It is the practice sometimus, and some-' 
times it is not if I knew the man or had confidence in 
him, but if a stranger bought my commodity I would- 
require it. 
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22.338. You consider Sd. ou bonhams an excessive 
charge P— It is a TnonstrooB charge. 

22, -334. IVhat wus the smaliest amount you ever 
I'ecoived from a bonham on which you had to pay 
S<1. charge?— The price is generally from 12s. bo SSs., 

22.335. Was it ever nnder 12s. P — 1 have not sold 
any. 

22.336. Have yon ever known them to be sold nnder 
that? — I have. 

22,387. For what P — I have seen them sold for 10s, 
They may he under bub I did not see them. I sold IS 
at a 12. a piece and had to pay 3d. for each. I count 
. that an oxoeasive charge. 

22,333. That is a charge at tho fair green P — Yes. 

22.339. This fair green is nob macadamised for Lord 
Bautry’s fairs ? — ^Where the slips stand ul the upper 
portion above the stream it is quite hard, hut the 
iipproach to it. in frosty weather is very dangeroua. 
There is a rise in the gronud and a horse of mme fell 
there one day in frosty weather. 

22.340. Are pigs bought ou the Massytown fair 
green too ? — ^Yes. Slips are brought both days, hut the 
Fat pigs are brought the day previons. 

22.341. Is that Massytown green snitable ? — No. 

22.342. What is your objeotiunP — It is not level. Il 
is a very nneveu field ; however, it is not all the bod, 

22.343. It is on the side of a cliff 7-r-Yee. 

22.344. Is there any boundary wall oxonnd it for the 
protection of the animals brought there? — No. It is 
an open field 

22.345. Is it the consensus of opinion among the 
fanners that the proper place to hold fiairs is iu a fair 
green properly enclosed and levelled ?— I say a large 
field ought to be provided quite close to the railway 
station. There is n-beantiml plain near the railway 
Btacion and a green ought to be provided there. Most 
of ^e cattle go by train and there is a lane w^ 
leading from tiie bridge to the Massytown fair field, 
and only the police clear the place people could nevei- 
pass up or down there. With the people coming out 
there is a regular blook in the passage which causes an 
amount of delay. 

22.346. la there a system of luck-penny in existence 
here P — Yes. 

22.347. On cattle is there auy fixed amount payable 
by the seller to tbe buyer, or is it only left to the dis- 
position of the seller himself P — It is nob a fixed thing 
bat it is much the same as compulsory. They would 
be quarrelling and arguing over it. 

22.348. Something has to be given, but oa w tbe 
amount it is left to the 'lisposition or liberality of tbe 
seller P— It is a general' rule laid down to give Is. 
a beast on cattle. 

22.349. Is there any fixed lack-penny on ni(^P— 
Yes. Formerly it was 3d. and it has risen to eW., and 
that with, the M. custom makes tbe amount 9i. that is 
lost to the seller. 

22,850. Is the seller or the buyer who pays the charge 
on pigs P — The seller. 

22,351. Then pi nctically in nine cases ont of ten the 
possession of lie animal is retained by the seller until 
Se custom is paid P— I do not understand. 

22,852. AVben pjisamg the custom gaps is not it the 
individual who has possession of the animal who pw a 

the toll ? Certainly, because it would be a hard job for 

the buyer to retain them aU. He (ibe buyer) gets the 
different sellers to drive them to the atabion-honso or 
yM-d, and driving them through the custom gap they 
pay the custom. 

22,353. You said the seller would he at 9J. of a loss ? 
—Yes, in pigs. 

22 354 How do you make that 9d. ? — 3d. custom 
at the cuMom gap, and 6d. a pig kept by the buyer. 

22.355- Is that fid. payable on bonbumsP— 3d. is tbe 
luck-penny on a bonham and 3J. custom. 

22 356- tbft farmei’S, as a rule, object to the fan s 
being hdd on the public thoroughfare or stroeU of tho 
town. Does it injure the animals brought there and 
'exposed for sale ?— I do not think so. 
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weielit aud turn tho scales. The otlier men I employ 
bring in the bags aud take thorn out, and I give them a 
hand to load and unload. 

22.276. These are the porters P— Yes. 

22.277. Yon employ these P— Yoa, but to oblige them 
I nm paid fjy the coimti’ymen for these men. 

22.278. You are the representatire of Mrs. Harding P 

Yes. I am only jnst appointed -weighmaster. I am 

paid every Thursday for weighing butter. When I 
find the country, people have not enough of help, I 
employ thi-ee men and charge so much, and will then 
pay them in the evening. 

22,27?. It is only tho weighing charge of Id. goes to 
Mi-8. Harding?- Yes. 

22.280. Blit if the faimers have not sufficient help 
they ask yon to employ some of the porters and you 
employ them ?— Yes. 

22.281. What do you charge?— 6d. a load or 4d. a 
load. I weigh different loads I get nothing out of. 

22.282. How do you pay these men, or do yon make 
a profit yourself?— TTiat is according to the work we 
would have duiing the day. 

22.283. Do you make a profit ont of the transaction? 
— There are only two months in the year we charge 
anything, 

22,28J'. Would you weigh corn if they did not. em- 
ploy a porter ? — I would not. They would want to 
employ three men. 

22.285. You make them have three men to load and 
unload? — The men m-e there. 

22.286. Supposing a former came aud said he was 
quite competent to weigh it, would j ou give him all 
the trouble possible in order that he would employ two 
more men ?— I would give him no hand at all. 

22.287. Have they ever adopted that oourso of loading 
and unloading themselves? — No. 

-22,288. Have you ever heard complaints that delay 
has Ijeen caused, and that they have not been reuderea 
sufficient assistance ? — I would hear some of them talk 
and more of them would not. 

22.289. Practically, on every load of com that ia 
broBght in they have to pay porter’s charge and tho 
weighing charge? — They have to pay a l(2.abagfortha 
ticket. 

22.290. And the jiorter’s chai’ge as well P — Yes. 

22,2*91. That is 6t/-. a load? — Yes; whatever they 

might give. 

22.292. They, never give loss than Cil. ? — often 
weighed 4-0 bags and not get a Id. 

22.293. If you employ porters to load aud unload you 
never get less than Qd. r — often gob 4d. only, aud a Id. 
a bag from some and fid. 

22.294. Do the some observatious apply to the weigh- 
ing of potatoes?— Yes. 

, 22,295. Porters must be emplciyed ? — Yes, at tho big 
scales, but at the small scales they are not required. 
Tho people can do it themselves. 

22.296. But if they bring a load of potatoes in sacks 
the jjorters must bo employed, and the same observa- 
tions apply as to the corn ? — Yes. 

22.297. "VlHiat is the smallest weight put ia the soales ? 
Do you weigh a half stone ? — No ; there is a small scales 
for potatoes. 

22.298. Do you know the practice of weighing ? — 
'.'-!‘es. If a bag is weighed on the big scales we weigh 
down to 2 Iba. Any small weights go to the small 
scales. Then I call out the weight to the man in the 
office, who can see the scales himself. 


22.299. Ho denotes the weight on the ticket? — Yes. 

22.300. Tickets are given for corn and potatoes? — 
Yes. 

22.301. Do you ever mark the weight of a sack of 
potatoes on it with chalk P — Never. 

22.302. You always keep a block of tho ticket?— 
Yes. 


22,303. In return for the ticket you get tho Id.? 


22,304. Do yon ever weigh the empty sack P — As a 
rule 4 lbs. aro allowed for potatoes and 3 lbs, for the 
sack of corn. I seldom weigh the empty sack. 


22,805. That is in case of dispute ? — Yes. 

22.306. Would that ostimiifcod taro bn the same on a 
fine day as on a very wot day P — ^No. 

22.307. What additional taro would you allow on a 
day like thji,t? — On a wot day tivoy goncrally allow 4i 
or 5 lbs. 

22.308. Do yon kcop any rcc-onl of the number of bags 

brought in each day ? — Yoa. ° 

22.309. Did you uvor maJeo up the total for eueli 
month ? — No 5 tt is a monthly ueooinit. 

22.310. Do you keep an aiioonut of i.ho number 
]>roughh in each month ? — Yoh, wliat iH brought in each 
day. 

22.311. If a return wiiH roquii-cd of tho qnautity 

S F Iho dilloroiit iiuirkotablo ooiiiiiioilitios brought into 
[oci'oom, aud ihc enrront pricoH, c.uuld such ai-cturn 
he made out P — Yoh. 

22,312. Is it possible to roako such a votnriip — It is 
possible. 

22,313. Do you tbink tho return would bo a pretty 
accurate one V — T think it would. 


Mr. John McCautuy ro-oxaminod. 

22.314. (IFifuess.) I wish to make a remark about 
Mr. Kiordan’s evidence. lie said iipjilowomcn and 
othcin wish for some shedb for their prutoutioii. It 
would 1)0 easy for them to got hoiiHu accommodation, 
but what they wish is that imitceliiui should lie made 
on the spot they now ocenpy. They Lake up tho spaco 
because they eoiisidor it tho boat posslblciioaition for the 
sale of their goods. If other uecuinmodation wovo pro- 
vided they should jiay for it, and they would bo as 
badly off thou. If biicy wanted prutectiou they could 
easily get housoB about tho town. 

22.315. What return do they got fur the charge they 
already paid P — Liberty to sell. 

22.316. On tho public thoroughl'iive P — Yea. If die 
owners wont to tlm expouae of providing accommodation, 
as I see elsewhere, it woaild not bo used. 


Mr. CoBSELTTJS CuERDE oxaminod. 

22,317. What remavka do you wish to make P — I oamo 
hei*Q as a tenant farmer to mako some obaorvations. As 
regards tho accommodation for the weighing of com 
and potatoes tl\o iwcommodafcion ia very bad in tho 
town of Maovoom. For iushiuco in tho months of 
Fcbruaiy. and Mavch there luiiy ho close on 400 horse 
loads of coni and potatoes in tho town, and only one 
Bet of scales orcebou to weigh that lot. 1 often saw the 
Bcalea at work in the morning i'mm 7 o’clock until 
nightfall, aud the crowd lighting and quarrolling, and 
I often saw a row over tho scuUis. I often had to wait 
four or live hours, having my load sold, and could not 
got it weighed, and bluin in tho cml had to giiosa to a 
load of potatoes in ordor not to hu waiting any longer. 
Ab regards tho charge wo ]>ay of a Id. it Hawk for woigh- 
ing corn aud potatoes. I may have my own two mou, 
and often hod to put in aud out tho sacks to the acoles, 
and the wcighmuslor often rofnat'd to woigh thorn 
UnlosB paid a Id. a sack hiuiHelf in. addition to tlie Id. 
a sack I would liavo to pay for tho tickot, and if I 
refused to pay he. would not woigh for mo. Iwiaone 
day, and I got my load weighed, aud after weighing 
refused to pay tho woighmaster. Ho doraanded 8d. for 
eight sacka, naid I rofusod to pay, unci ho throatonod to 
beat me, and for throo months after that coming into 
the town of Macroom I was anbjoct to abuse. 1 
thought a Id. a aaok enough to nay, and I thought it 
the duty of tho owners, or Mrs. Harding, to provii^ a 
woighmaster and woiglL freo of charge. 'J’liero ia 0 
smaller scale crectod whore they, woigh weights and 
half weights, ooid thoi-e ia ono or two in charge of it. 
If I Bond in potatoes in a biitt, not in aaoka, I ani 
charged 2d,, 3d., or 4d. for tho weighing, and the 
woman in charge against my consent would be taking 
the potatoes out herself. She may have a weight, half 
a weight or bhi-oo-quartcra of a weight. I hoard while 
ago there waa a weighhridgo in the market. I do not 
see it, aud nov.ei’ did sec it. I think there ought bs a 
second aet of acalea erected, ono for the use of com and 
the other for tho weighing of potatoes. As regards the 
Mnssytown fair, it is a very had fair field, aud could 
not be worse. There is a large stream of water running 
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through it, and if lihe night happened to be wet there 
might be water running over it for a foot and a half 
deep and your clothes besmeared, and corevecl with 
mnd, Mid from ihe ifassytown bridge into tho I'iiiv 
would be one mass of sheep, cattle, and pigs, and other 
goods, and pw-hapa you could not more for on hour. The 
cattle going into the fair pass by Into it, and the cattle 
coming out sold have to come down, and it is very far 
away mm the station. Tolls have been taken for that 
Massytown fair outside Masaytown , at the end of itj 
and if cattle wore sold at the otiier side of tho town 
they would have to pay for them outside Masaytown, 
where the patent is held for. 1 think the enstom they 
charge is entirely too great. I often sold in that fair 
a creel or crib of slips, small pi» or bonhams, 10, 

12. and often 13 in number, and had to pay 3d. for each 
bonham, which I think is entire^ too much. They 
cliargo 6^2. oaoh for cattle, and lor snokting caWes, 
seven, night, iiiuc, ur twelve months old they chargu 
6(?. a piece, which is entirely too mneb to my mind. 
They charge for sheep a Id. each, and if there aie a 
pair of lambs, or three lambs with that sheep, two 
months or three months old, they charge a Id. each for 
them, and I had to pay it to carry them out free. And 
as for tho accommodation provided here in tho town 
for the fairs, I aiy it is vary poor accommoiition. The 
creels of slips coming into the fair the cattle fair day 
are quite enough to nil tho fair field. The town is an 
unfit place to hold the fair. It is a dangerous place for 
anybody Lo pass in. There ought to be a proper fair 
grtoa erected quite close to the town and quite close 
to the rmlway station. 

22.318. Which are you apealdng of ? — Mocroom. 1 
think Maoroom is the more suitable place of the two to 
hold tho fair in. It is quite close to the train. 1 do 
not know 1 have any more to odd. 

22.319. What occupation have yon P — I am a tenant 
farmer resorting this fair every fair day. 

22.320. What district do you live in ? — I live within 
3 miles of the town of Kilmiohael. 

22.321. You came that distance to-davP — ^I did for 
the improvement of the condition of the fain. 

22.322. Have you oonsulted the neighbouring farm era P 
—1 have not commlted any of them as to coming here, 
but at different times we have been talking for last 
five or ten years and continually grumbling. 

22,328. Axe there any gentlemen here who would 
corroborato any statement as to the ohargos or what 
yon have suggested yourself P — ^There is a tenant 
farmer from the same parish. He lives here. I know 
plenty from my parish, hundreds who could bear me 
out in the same statement if there was a need. 

22.324. Ton state that the scales provided for weigh- 
ing com is not sufficient? — Certainly they arc not Tor 
certain parts of tho year. 

22.325. Has any nuduo delay been cansed during the 
season P— I often bad to wait for four or five hours. 
Some six or eight years ago when I was young and 
spirit in me I would fight my way. hut latterly I would 
rather wait a whole <my than g^o qaarrelllng. It is a 
regular fighting affair to get at me scales. 

22.326. You state that you have been compelled or 
rather put to much inconvenience by paying this 
porterage charge P — Certainly. 

22.327. Have the other farmers complained of that ? 
—Several. 

22.328. Did Mr. Murphy complain to you P — One 
man would come up and tell him he would pay and the 
other man would say he would pay and he would keep 
mo back. 

22,829. Although you were in the market previous to 
him ?— Yes. 

22.330. Com is sold before it is weighed? — Yes. 

22.331. Did you ever know heoanee of any delay 
cansed In that way that the buyer bas refused to oom- 
plete his contract and take the com P — I often saw 
the buyer grumbling at waiting, and as a general mle 
when we s^ the com we have to get 2<. od., or 3s. or 

in order to make the bai’gain binding, and then tho 
buyer wonld have to wait. 

22,832. la it practically to get some money in piin 
payment? — It is the practice sometimes, and some-- 
times it is not if I knew the man or had confidence in 
him, but if a stranger bought my commodity 1 would, 
require it. 
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22.333. You consider 3d. on bonhams on excessive 
charge P— It is a monstrous cWge. 

22.334. What was the smallest amount you ever 
received from a bonham on which you hud to pay 
2d. chiirge?--The price is generally from 12». bo 3os., 
or 21. 

22.335. Was it ever under 12s. P — 1 have not sold 
any. 

22.336. Have yon ever known them to be sold under 
that? — I have. 

22.337. For what P — I have seen them sold for 10*. 
They may he under bnt I did not see them. I sold IS 
at a 11. a piece oaid had to pay 3d. for each. I conat 
chat an excessive charge. 

22.338. That is a charge at the fair green P — Yes. 

22,319. This fair green is not macadamised for Lord 

Bautry's fairs P — \Vhere tho slips stand al> the upper 
portion above the stream it is quite hard, but the 
improacb to it. in frosty waathei' is very dangeroua. 
l^ere is a rise in the ground and a horse of mine fell 
there one day in frosty weather. 

22.340. Are pigs bought on the Massytown fair 
green too P— Yea. Slips are brought both days, but the 
fab pigs arc brought the day previoas. 

22.341. Is that Mossybown green suibableP— Ko. 

22.342. What is your objeotiunP — It is not level. If 
is a very uneven field ; however, it is not all the bad. 

22.343. It is on tho side of a cliff?— -Yes. 

22.344. Is there any boundary wall around it for the 
protection of the animuls brought there? — ^No. .It is 
an open field. 

22.345. Is it the consensus of opinion among the 
farmers that the proper place to hold fairs is in a fair 
green properly ouclosed and levelled? — I say a large 
held ought to be provided quite close to the railway 
station. There is a' beautiful plain near the railway 
station and a green ought to be provided there. Most 
of the cattle go by tr^ and there is a lane way 
leading &om the bridge to the Massytown fair field, 
and only the police clear the place people could nevei- 
pma up or down there. With the people coming out 
there is a regular block in the passage which causes an 
amount of d^y. 

22.346. Is there a system of luck-penny in existence 
here P — Tes- 

22.347. On cattle is there any fixed amount payable 
by the seUor to the buyer, or is it only left to the dis- 

E osition of the seller himself ?— It U nob a fixed thing 
ut it is much the same as compulsory. They wonld 
be quarrelling and arguing over it. 

■22,848. Something has to be given, but m w the 
nmonnt it is left to tho disposition or liberality of the 

geller P ^It is a general' rule laid down to give 1*. 

a beast on cattle. 

22,349. Is there any fixed luck-penny ou pi^P— 
Yes. Formerly it was 3d. and it bas risen to 6d7, and 
that with the 3d. enstom makes the amount 9d. that is 
lost to the seller. 

22,350. Is the seller or the buyer who pays the charge 
on pigs ?— The seller. 

22,351. Then piaetioally in nine cases out of ten the 
possessiou of the aoimal is retained by the seller nntil 
the custom is paid ?— I do not understand. 

22,852. \Vben ixussing the custom gaps is not it the 
iudi^dual who has possession of the animal who pays 
the toll P— Oertniuly, because it would be a bard job for 
the buyer to retain them olL He (ibe buyer) gets the 
different sellers to drive them to the station-honse or 
yard, and driving them through the custom gap they 
pay the custom. 

23,353. You said the seller wonld be at 9d. of a loss ? 
—Yes. in pigs. 

22 354. How do yon make that 9d. P — 3d. custom 
at the custom gap. and 6d. a pig kept by the buyer. 

22,355. Is that 6d. payable on bonhams? — 3d. is the 
luck-penny on a bonham and 3d. enstom. 

22 355. Do farmei’s, as a rule, object to ihe fails 
being held on the public thoroughfare or streets of the 
town Does it injure the animals brought there and 
exposed for sale ?— I do not think so. 
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22.357. Youatillthiukthat-iftolU aretobo iJ^d a 

properly enclosed fair green ehowld bo proridod r — 1 
tbink so. 

22.358. Would you prefer to sell yonraelf on a fair 
green?— I would prefer tt fair field cjnifco close to the 
station, but I would prefer fni- oud away that the fair 
shonld be bold in tie town of Maoroom than hi 3£assy- 
toivu, which is a very incoiiTenicut fair. 

22.359. Besides onru, do yon bring in any other 
marketable cominoditios ? -I bring in potatoes and 
turnips. 

22.360. Do you bring in butter ? — I do not laterally. 

22.361. Do tlio same obsorrations apply to com and 
potatoes in connexion with the porterage charge P — 
Yes. I think a different set of scales shonlcl bo pro- 
vided for weighing the potatoes. 

22.362. Is it the same scales for weighing com and 
potatoes ?— Tos. 

22.363. {The Commitaiomr, io Mr. Kellihe^'.) Yon 
mentioned t^t there were a couple of scales ? — Wo 
have. The inconvenience ID'. Creede complains of 
occurs only two days in the year, Patrick’s Day and 
Lady’s Day. 

22.364. Was it ever necessni^ to put the second 
scale in order to weigh the commodities? — Of coarse 
there is a little tronhle and noise for them two d^s, 
but ou the other days one scales is quite sufficient. Tbo 
people are not subjected to half the annoyance Mr. 
Creede speaks of. 

22.365. {ByMr.Creeie,toMr.Kdli}ier.) Doyonthink 
one scales sufficient to weigh 400 loads of com ; do yon 
think one scales is sufficient when the whole market 
square is crowded over with carts ? — I can vouch I 
never saw 200 loads. The most that came was 400 bags 
or 4^. 

22.366. Creede.) I often brought potatoes and 
never weighed them there. It would be very well if the 
weighmaster were put up. 

22,867. (Waiff/iwasfer.) You are the only clamorous 
man we have. 

22.368. {By llui CommisBioner, to Mr. Ciwfe.) Do you 
think proper market building and enclnsed spaces, with 
shelter occommo^tion for the exposui'e of corn and 
potatoes, and other commodities brought in, shonld he 
provided, or do you think that woula tend to increase 
the market, and induce the farmers to bring them in 
greater quantities ? — 1 do not think it womd make 
them bring commodities in greater quantities,, but it 
would be a great accommodation. 

22.369. Do yon assign os a reason that at pi'eseut they 
hav9 no other place to go to? — ^It is quite a good market, 
and in a central place. 

22.370. What is the next convenient mm-ket? — The 
city of Cork, 24 wiilfM away. 

22.371. What is the nearest market ?— The only other 
market is the city of Cork. 

22.372. Then you would say a necessity exists for 
shelter acoommudatiun fur the exposure of the com, 
potatoes, and other perishable commodities F — 1 say if 
there was it would, be far bettor. 

22.373. Did the fanners ever make any representations 
to the owner to previde such ? — As far as I am concerned 
I would not require sheds, but plenty of accommodation 
for weighing. 

22.374. You would find no objection to sheltex' ac- 
commodation, but you think there should be greater 
facilities for aaoertaining the weight of corn and po- 
tatoes, without any delay P— Certainly. There would bo 
a cram of carts for a dozen yards, and the people conld 
hardly move. 

22.375. Have yon formed any i dena yourself in 
connexion with the tolls or charges at tho market here ? 
— 1 would have no objection to a Id. a sack, if 1 had not 
to pay any more. 

22.376. I am d>awiug a distinction between tolls and 
weighing charges. Do you think the fact of a toll or 
custom levied deters formers in any way from bringing 
their cattle or commodities to the fails or morkets, or 
would they prefer to go to another place that would he 
toll free P — If I had to pay three times the toll, there is 

• no other place, and I would have to go 24 miles away, 
or a dozen miles to Bandon. 

22.377. You say yon live three miles from here P 

Tea. 


22.378. If nnothor town wjis fivo inUos away, and.no 
tolls wore levied in it, would yon prefer going there?— 
If 1 had a creel of Hli])« I would go five miles if they did 
not charge u tell. 

22.379. Snp]ioHing you found the town of Macroom 
was a better market, and you conld clFcct a readier sale’ 
of tho nnimivlp, would you timu consider the levying of 
n toll P— I would go where I wonld make tho bat 
bargain. 

22.380. You wuuld not c«)iiBidar tho question of 
whetUur you wottld pay enstum or not afcoi wards P— 
I wonld take that into atw^ounb. 11‘ I had two towns to 
go to, I would go to tho town from which I conld bring 
iiomc tho most money. A ponuy is a ])eimy any day. 

22.381. Tlavo you any oUior obsorvation to makeP— 
I do not think I have. 


Mr. John Muiivnv examuxed. 

22.382. Did yon hear tho uuswore of Mr. Creede to 
some of thu questions I put to him p — Yes. 

22.383. Do yon concur in thu opinions he has given 
exprossiou to P — ^IIo has oxaggointud some things. I do 
not think thorowero oTor -100 loads of corn comointo 
Macroom. 

22.384. Well, you lieard his statement about the 
poideragc cluirgoP — I did. 

22.385. Have yon oxpuriuncod any delay in weighing 
commoditloB, and 1ms this charge huing levied con- 
tinually from you P — TUoro are somo Saturdays, and on 
immonsity of cunt oouius in, and it talccs. a very long 
time for weighing. 

22.386. Have you always boon compolled to pay this 
porterage charge P — 1 olwivys pay, bat he never made 
me pay Id. a bag. 

22.387. Yon pay Id. a bag for weighing P— I do. 

22.388. Do you pay another generally for loading and 
unloading P — Qonorally. 

22.389. What do you pay ? — There is no fixed sum. I 
may give him moro than Id. a bag. 

22.390. When yon send in cora do you send in 
labourers P — ^I always have men following my horses. 

22.391. Do yon always avail of the sorvices of the 
porters to load and unload? — 1 always do. 

22.392. Did yon over pay that porterage charge and 
not receive any asHistuncu In loading or unloading P—I 
do not think I did. 

22,893. Did you over bring in a load and have a suf- 
ficient nninbor of mon to load or unload without any 
asaiatanoo P — I never brought a mun except a guide. 

22.394. Do yon make any objootion to Mr. Oreade'a 
statements in connoxioa with tlio porterage charge ?— 
I do not know how Mr. Oroedc was treatod. 

22.395. Did not yon hcai' his answers stated P—I did, 
hut 1 mado no objootion mysulf to pay. 

22,398. I want to got at thopraotioo P — ^It is the prac- 
tice that ovoryouo [iaya moro or loss. 

22.397. It is tho prii.obioe that every ixerson who brings 
in coni must pay a woighing charge and the porteroge 
charge P—I do not think they are bound to pay. 

22.398. I am not saying they aro bound, but it is^e 
pi-aotioo ?— It is tho practice, Irab I think it is the daty 
of the proprietor of the tolls to weigh corn for li P® 
hag. I think Id. por htig for weighing ought to he 
sumciont. I think tho owner of tho tolls should supply 
men for weighbig it. 

22,899. Do you find any objection to the fairs being 
hold on tho public sti-oots P—I travelled a good many 
fairs in Cork, Limoriok, and Waterford, and I nevM sew 
such bad accommodatioiu Tho 12th Ootober last I awo 
some pigs at Masaytown fair, and brought them to to* 
railway, and beforo they could be got out my man was 
detained Ihreo hours, and ho could not go up or dow^ 
The plooQ was blooked up wilh. empty carts. Toucouia 
nob stir through the town on fair days. 

22.400. What is the cause of, the blook.P — Noth#'^8 
a fair green. 

22.401. Do you approve ot a sufficiently largo and 

properly enclosed fair green P — Yes, if it was laJg 
enough, but it is not large enough. ’ 
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22.402. Would you prefer to have them iield in a 
l^ge fur green instead of tlie public streets P — Cer- 
tunly ; and aa for Mas-sytonn ibero is not such ano^er 
place in Ireland. I saw a woman killed there. There 
is a mill dam dividing the field in two parts, and it was 
a frosty day, and in coming ont fell and died in a few 
days afterwards. 

22.403. Do you think that some aheltcv accommoda- 
tion ought to be afforded for the protection of com* 
moditics brought to the market and not bare them 
exposed on the street ? — do not know. 

22.404. Supposing on a very wet day, is not the corn 
espos^ ou the public thoroughfaro ? — ^It is exposed on 
the public thoroughfare. I do not think you could get 
snfficient accommodation. 

22.405. 1 am not speaking os to tho possibility of 
getting it without expenso, bat this is a general 
qaestion. Do you think in towns where markets aro 
held, and market buildings erected, that shelter accom- 
modation should lie afforded for the protectlou of sellera 
and the commoditios thoy sell from the inolcmeucy of 
the weather P — There is no donbt in the world it would 
be very requisite. 

22.406. Where such does not exist, do the farmers 
think tbeir commodities deprooiate in valne or quantity P 
— I do not think they depreciate io value. 

22.407. The exposure before a sale was effected would 
not bo sufficiently long to cause depreciation P — The 
exposure is very bad on fair days. I think they are 
charging custom iu this town for matters they have no 
right to charge. I recollect wbou I was a boy there 
was a large toll board, and everytbiug liable to custom 
was on that toll board. For the last 30 years I did not 
see that toll board. 

22.408. Aro any charges levied on any commodities 
that were not at another period levied P — I cannot say. 

22.409. Are tolls levied on days now that were nob 
levied on those same days in former years P — I always 
heaj^ there was only a patent for two days in the week, 
Wednesday and Saturday. 

22.410. Do you remember when no tolls were payable 
on Monday, T?ueBday, Thursday, or Friday? — I cannot 
say, bub they charge a poor woman a hi. with two 
chickens in hor basket. Whether she is liable to that 
charge or not I cannot say. 

22.411. If she brought two each in the week, 
would she have to pay aid. each day? — Solnnderstand. 

1 am told they do charge. 

22.412. (Mr. KdlUier.) I may remark that there is 
nothing paid on fowl except on a fair day. 

22,41S. (Mr. Miwylij/.) I saw a charge of a Id. levied 
on a fair day. 

22.414. {'Fke Convniistiarur.) Yon see Mr. Eelliher is 
correct in that. The only chuge ou fowl is on a fair 
day. 

22.415. (Mr. Mur-jilty.) I am told thoy charge for 
butter every day in tbo week. 

22.416. {Tlie Oomniissioner.) Have yon anything 
further to say, Mr. Murphy P — Nothing but that there 
is bad accommodation, and on a busy day the place is 
thronged np. 

22.417. Do yon consider at present you do not get 
sufficient return for the toll at tho fairs? — do not 
think we get any return at all. Wc are in danger of 
oar lives going in and ont there. 

22.418. That is where the collision ooonrsP — ^Yes; 
that is every fair day. 

22.419. A great delay has been oaused to yon in com- 
pleting yonr bargain in order to return home ? — ^Yes, of 
course. 

22.420. (Mr. Ashe.) Is not it the railway has caused 
tho block that occasionally occurs P 

22.421. {The Commwmtier.) How? 

(Mr. Ashe.) Becaime the railway is only in existence 
since 1864, and the stroeta of the town leading to it are 
narrow. It is the great rush to got to the railway to 
truck their goods that causes the block. 

22.422. (Mr. Mun>hy.) That is not tho case iu the 
Masseytown fair. You would be in danger of your life 
coming out of the Masseytown rah. 

22.423. (Mr. KelWier.) Mr. Creede stated that there 
were up to 400 loads of corn and potatoes in Macroom 


market. There were never 200 loads of corn and 
potatoes brought together. 

22,424. (Mr. Murphy.) I wish aLso to remark that for 
every pig sold In Macroom the seller has to pay 3ci. 
enstbm coming out acd 6d. luck-penny. 

22,42-5. You agi-ee with the observations of Mr. Creede 
that the charges are excessive ? — Yes. 

22.426. Has that charge always becu levied ou them P 
— I believe so. 

22.427. Did yoa ever know when tbc rates were any 
higher or any smaller than they are at presen t P — Ido 
not think they were. 

22.428. Have the six fairs at Massytown always been 
held within your memory? — There was only a patent 
for four in ilassytown and Macroom. 

22.429. Do yon remember when the 12th January 
and 12th Felnunry fairs were established ? — ^It is abonc 
20 year.s ago. 

22,480. Who wcj-e they cstabliahod by? — By Mr. 
Lucy. Macroom got six new fairs. 

22,431. I suppose ho was one of the committee of the 
traders of the town P— Yes. They were fall hold for a 
time in Macroom, and I think no tolls were charged by 
the late Lord Bontry for hJs portion. 

22,482. That is only the 12th Jannary and 12th March ? 
— ^Yes. He charged no tolls and does not still. I do 
not know what rii'ht Mrs. Massy or the ropresentativea 
hare to charge these tolls cither. 

22.433. Were those in Massytown and Macroom 
oslablishod at the same time ? -Yoa. The fonr new 
fairs wore held in Macroom, and no fair in Mossyto^vn, 
aud DO charge at all until they were taken there by Mr. 
Massy. 

22.434. That was before your time. Yon do not 
reooilcct it ? — No. 

22.435. (Mr. Btordnji.) On the question of fairs I 
have been invariably told by buyers Biat they prefer 
the fair in the town than outside, and that the accom- 
modatiou is better. 

22,436 (Mr. Mwrphy.] It is at the roqneat of the in- 
habitants and country people that they changed to 
Massytown and Macroom. It happenea in this w'ay, 
that Itr. Copp\nger, the lessee or the tolls, and, I 
believe, for bis own accommodation, induced the 
people to come to Macroom. Mr. Exam, Q.C., hada 
cose before him on the very subject by Mr. Massy, and 
his advice was that be couli compel the fairs to be held 
in Massytown instead of Macroom, and fairs were 
brought bock to Massytown, and since have been held 
tiiere. 

22.437. What was the date that they were brought 
back to Mas^own ?— -About 1870. 

22.438. For some time previous no fairs were held?— 
They were carried away from Massytown, aud Mr. 
Massy cotopolled them, and had a man employed to 
turn tho cattle into Massytown, and the fair has been 
held there since. For some few years the draft was 
into Macroom instead of Massytown. 

22.439. Were both sets of fairs held for any 
lengthened period on the Macroom side ?— Only for a 
short period. During the tenancy of Mrr Ooppinger 
Mr. Massy asserted his right to have them in Massy- 
town. I remember seeing Mr. Massy’s staff of men 
turning them into Massytown, and^ compelling the fair 
to be held there. 


Mr. Dastel Ltsch examined. 

22,430. You are in trade in the town ? — ^Yes. 

22,481. What trade ?— Draper. 

22 482. Do you think it affects your trade the fact of 
holding the fairs on the public street ?— Certainly not. 

22.433. Does not the fact of fairs and markets being 
held occasion much filth and dirt outside the doors ? — 
It does, but it does not affect the traders so much. 

22.434. It puts them to some inconvenience? — Some- 
times there m a crowd. I live in the centre, in the 
square. I have an opportunity of seeing most of tho 

and I certainly do say with a little more order 
there is snffi<*ie)it uccommudation. It is possible, if 
Lord Bantry added a little more to the present field, it 
would Insufficient. For instnn.x'. with regard so the 

r 2 
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bU cke oompUiued of, the V017 scuno blocks occur m 
Masavtown fair, and it is entirely owing to the railway 
fltatiaQ, becaose when goin^ to the railway they have 
not an opportunity of depoailing the pigs or cattle, ana 
then thtw are delayed ot the railway station too long, 
nnd that causes a block through the town } but I am ot 
opinion if the Teoeirer of the tolls had a certain stall ot 
men kept there from time to time, and these cars were 
kept in order by them, the whole thing would be rega- 
latW. I may also mention that the houses in the town 
act as sheds for thMC disposing of cattle and pigs, bo- 
oause on a wot day the people stand in the doors nnd 
are protected from the weatnor. 

22,435. Do you find them going into your doors P— 


22.436. Arc there special establishments that they 
nre in the habit of going to with greater confidence P— 
It happens where they take their stand with their 
Cattle. 

22.437. Who cleans the thoroughfare P— The man who 
has the contract of the ro^. 

22.438. Have complaints been made of any undue 
delay hy him in oleaning P— Sometimes it would be an 
advantage if they were cleaned sooni'r. 

22,489. I take it, then, fVom your evidence, that the 
traders would put up with any inconvenience caused by 
people seeking shelter in the shops aud elsewhere for 
trade purposes P— Certauily they would make a saorifleo 
for them. 


22.440. Ton consider it would be a sacrifice P — They 
would be prepared to make a sacrifice, but I do not 
thitiV ib is the slightest inconvenioDce to the tradei-s of 
the town. 

22.441. You think there is not the slightest fear of 
accidents Tw the cattle intermixing or being on the 
streets F — 


22,442. Have you attended fairs other than those P — 
Tef. 


tho markets ami fuii-B, giving auy_ oomponsatiou that 
was uocossary or ndoqnntu for existing legal rights?— 
If such a body wore formod it would bo an advantage. 

22.452. For tho sumo i-easou ns yon stated before P— 
Tch. It would ruiQOVO a grmvL immy grievances. 

22.453. (Tho Oommusionr-r, to Mr. AhIu'..) Wonld you 

wish to give any opinion on tho point yourself, ifr. 
Aaho P— No. I really know, having oxiierieuce of public 
bodies, that it would not bo dosirablo to invest them 
with further authority for this roaaon, that we are 
getting VC17 littlo boiiotit for poor rabus and have the 
pleasure of enjoying this year a nvte of 10s. in the 
pound which has gradnally ariHon in a fow years from 
somewhere about a 1«. 1 boliovo you oo^d not by 

any possibility obtain a worse body than tho hoard of 
guardians. 

22.454. I am not talking of tho body, but as an 
authority working tho uuirkots and fairs for the benefit 
of the town P— -1 would not trust local IkjiUos. X ttdok 
tho ratepayers of tho town will corroborate me. 


Mr. Michaei. T. Dhrmond examined. 

22,4-55. ‘What obaei-vationa do you wish to make P— I 
am attunding fairs, and worse accommodation I never 
saw than in ray own town. 

22.456. You belong to MaorooraP — ^Yos. I am a 
butcher by ti-udo. 

22.457. 'W hut exception do you tnku to tho occommo* 
datiou hero P — In the first place you arc blocked at tho 
custom gap, and no oar or horso can move, and you 
ore bound to be badly boaton if tho custom is not 
paid. 

22.458. Have you over hoard that iiooplo have been 
injured P — cow was killed. They are struck by sticks 
backwards and forwards by tho owiiei' aud arc stopped 
at tho custom gap. 


22.443. Have yon ai^bing to say in connexion with 
the tolls levied here r—1 have nothing to aay to the 
tolls. There is one ^ingl may mention wilh regard 
to the corn wd potato market. I think for a month or 
two in the year the square is veiy much crowded, and I 
he^ several complaints made about not having a 
weighbridge, and 1 think if they had a weighbridge 
on the square it would facilitate the people very much 
in weighing com ; say, for instance, if they could 
weigh a whole load of corn or potatoes togetbor, that 
vroSd enable you to do as much in an hour as for five 
hours at present in the day. There is a weighbridge 
here, butit is outside the to«ni. 

22.444. In that case one buyer would buy tho entire 
load ? — ^It is usual for one buyer to buy the whole load, 
that is of corn and sometimes potatoes, and where tho 
whole load is bought it takes no timo to weigh it if you 
had a wmghbridge on the square. 

22.445. The board of guardians and the grand jury 
look after the local affairs here P — They have scarcely 
anytUng to do with the town except barely the sanitary 
portion of It. 

22.446. Do you think where local authorities erist in 
towns that they should obtain compulsory powers to 
acquire any legal vested rights in the markets and fairs 
at present ves^ in the owners and work them for 
public good? — ^Yes, and I am of opinion it would’ be a 
great advautage to have town commiesioners hero. 

22.447. Have yon formed the idea yourself that where 
local authorities exist they should receive compulsory 
powers to acquire the rights of market uwners and work 
them for the public good P — Yea. 

22.448. Tell me tho reason why you form that idea P 
— I think everything would be done with more 
order. 

2’2,449. Do you think the united efforts of a number 
of gentlemen composing the board would tend to work 
them aud manage them to the greater satisfactiou of 
the inhabitants generally and those attending the fairs 
and markets P — I am of chat opinion. 

22.450. Have you any experience of places where the 
market rights and tolls were under tho control of such 
bodies ? — No. 

22.451. Then in the absence of a local authority in the 
town, do you think if a committee, such ns market tnis- 
t‘>e6, were appointed by the Legislature or establish d 
by them, that they ahould have power and control of 


22.459. {Mr. KcUOior.) No complaints were made to 
mo of tho iU-troatmeut of the animals. 

22.460. (TTitiioss.) I had a process before the bon-ister 
nt quartor sossiona fur a damaged boast. 

22.461. Who was it you summoned? — The owner of 
the i^ast. 

22,482. Wliat was the vcsultP — I should go to the 
superior courts as the chairman of quarter sessions had 
not jurisdiction. 

22.463. Did he make any slatomont on that P— 

ho (the ownei') did not beat tho cow and she was killed 
immediately after coming in off the fair field iu Massy- 
town. . 

22.464. Were any of the toll colloctors examiuedP— 
No. Were it not for the policb tiiTing to keep onrs out 
cf the street the pooplo wonld bo in danger eve^ day 
both in Massytowirnnu Macroom. If you were in. my 
door where 1 am living it wonld take you two hours 01 
three to pass the crossing. 

22.465. Do tho polico over attend to them P — Only for 
them no cars could be mode move. There ore somo 
12 polioo, before day hi die moniuig, there from Sep- 
tember until April. Tho polioo arc the only protection 
we have. Iu whiter they arc out before day clearing 
the sti-eols. Our bouses arc bloukod with cars and th^ 
are cars outside the town, and some accommodation 
should be given. You cannot como into the town or go 
out of it with pigs aud cattle. 

22.466. Are the pathways blocked well as the road- 
ways P — Certainly. 

22.467. You think, then, the inhabitauts here are put 
to much moonvoiueuoe P — Tho hihabitauts are aatistied 
to go away on fair days to accommodate their friends. 

22.468. What remedy would yon suggest? — I do not 
know any remedy except to keep the animalb out of the 
town. If another piece of a field waa attached to the 
field belonging to LordBantry, near tho railway etatiOT, 
where they could be walled in hisbead of blocking the 
streets wilm empty carts and the custom men to prevent 
them from, going back into the fair, tho fair would n^ 
be 03 thronged as it is, mid tho passage would be 
opened to every mau going backwards and forwards. 

22.469. You think that would be a sufficient remedy P 
— ^Tes. 

22.470. {Mr. Murphy.) There was a field given by the 
late Lord Bantry, and portion of it was taken book, and 
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if that wfire left there would be snffloiont accotnmo* 
dation. 

Mr. S, Selltubr oxamiaed. 

2-2,471. Are you a trader in the town? — Tee. I am a 
corn merchant and spirit dealer. I farm and deal in 
cattle. 

22.472. Ton heai-d the obeervatione of soToral witnesses 
here, and e^eoially Mr. Oreede. Do yon concur in or 
disagree with the roinarks of Mr. Greede os bo the 
chargee os com and the general delay he says is caused 
iu weighing the com P — I say he is right in most of his 
remarks, and I consider the fault of Aat lies with Mrs. 
Harding. She onght to have men there who ought to 
be paid oy her and not by the public. I may say tlmt 
sometime ago the pig market was held with the cattle 
fair, and it was decided to hold the pig fair on the day 
prerione. 

22.473. Was not the pig fair always held on the day 
prerioQS to the cattle f<ur P — The nig fair and cattle fair 
were on the same day until recently. 

22.474. Do yon object to the pig fair being held the 
day prerions to the cattle fair ? — It is properly arranged, 
and if the fowl were t^eii and put into a held and re- 
moved I think the streets wonld be the best place to 
hold the fair. The fowl are a great impediment, and 
the cars that carry them. There is another thing that 
the shopkeepers of the town established u calf market 
after a great deal of expense, and I think custom should 
not be cimrged on calves at all, and no sooner was the 
calf market established on the public street than 3d. a 
bead was charged. Before that people had to travel all 
uignt to Cork with them. 

22.475. When was this calf market established? — 
About six years ago. It was started on Saturday when 
no custom ought to be charged, besides the streets ore 
kept iu repair by the road contractor, and Mrs. Harding 
or Lord Bantry did not spend a Is. in improvement to 
the town. 

22,476- (Ifr. Ashe.) The pool- people iu the town are 
ail scavengers. They put in an honr each morning 
cleaning the streets. 

22.477. Yon think the manure acts os an equivalent 
for any trouble they get ? — ^Tbey clear away the manure 
and sell it to the farmen about. I know I buy a great 
deal of it myself. 

22.478. (3fr. Kelliha-.) Hogardiug the Massytown 
fairs thei-e is a mill dam throagh Massytown. I am 
selling and baying oatcle every fair day for the last 15 
or 20 years, and you could not go in tfiere with puddle 
and dirt to yonr ankles. 

Mr. D.urm MirsPHY examined. 

22.479. What observations do yon wish to make? — 
The charges ore too high and more than they should 

Then inquiry 


be. Taere is 6d. charged for cattle, which I think too 
much, and in other towns I know there is only 'a Id. for 
a pig and it is 3<i in Macroom. I think all the customs 
charged in Macroom are entirely too high, bo far as 
the luck-penny is concerned that is a thing between the 
buyer and seller. It is a general thing through aU the 
towns ill Irelniul and England. Lnok-pennieR are given 
ireely uud there is no compulsion at all. 

22.480. But now when they are fixing the price of an 
animal, do they ever take into consideration the Inok- 
penny that they havo afterwards to give? — Generally 
so. He is well aware of it. 

22.481. In that cose wonld yon say that the anima ls 
could be got somewhat cheaper if there was no luok- 
penny ? — do not think it is taken into account by the 
sellers. 


Mr. Riobsak re-examined. 

22.482. (WifneM.) I want to refer to the matter of 
transferring the tolls to a public body. I shonld like 
that ver}’ mnch if there was a vote by ballot, because 
in open voting it would be cormpt. 

22.483. Apart from the mode of election, yon agree 
to the principle ? — Yes ; but as regards the mode of 
election I wonld condemn it. I object to tolls. 

22.484. What are yonr reasons P — There is a public 
square in Macroom and the people are paying for it, 
and they charge custom on that square, wmch is a great 
injustice. It would be a very good job if we had 
a town commission who would light and repair the 
town with customs of Lhe town. 

22.485. You say you object to the onstomP — Yes, in 
the square. 

22.486. Do you pay for the use of the square yourself? 
— i pay for repainug the roads. 

22,^7. Have you any conuexioa as a buyer or seller 
with the markets ?— I have. 


Mr. CfiEEDB re<examiaed. 

22.488. (WtbuM.} I beg to suggest that two sets of 
scales be erected in the market, and a weighmastor and 
two men be told ofi’ for each set of scales and be paid 
by the lessee of the market. 

22.489. {Weiglmaater.) The toils would not pay ihem. 

22.490. (Mr. Oreede.) If we are to pay tolls for pigs, 
a a pig for each pig and less would be enough Tor 
bonhams ; or 6d. a creel for slira, and if a smaller 
number than six, charge them a la. each. 

22.491. Is there any other gcnlleman who boa any 
evidence to pve or any remarks or saggeations to 
make? — Ifo answer. 

then ooncluded. 


KINSALE-CO. CORK. 


With reference to my inquiry in Kinsale on the 21st November 1888, 1 beg to report 
as follows : — 

Kinsale is a 'seaport town situated on the ‘southern coast of the county of Cork. It 
is the terminus of the Kinsale branch of the Cork, Bandon, and South Coast Railway 
line. It baa a harbour and a good fishing trade, which is indeed the principal industry 
ofthe inhabitants. The lociU government is vested in Town Commissioners, and the 
population is 5,998. 

The market day is Saturday. A butter market is held on Friday during the season. 
The fairs are held upon the third Wednesday of each mouth. 

The fairs are toll free, but tolls are levied at the markets, and are collected by the 
lessee each day in the week according as marketable commodities are brought in and 
disposed of. 

No scale of charges is erected, but a weighing-machine is provided. 

Y3 
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THe maiket rights and tolls are the property of the Town Commissioners who have 
portions of them, however, sublet to a Mr. Thomas Covenoy for one year at 221 . The 
Town Commissioners retain control of the fish and meat markots and of the charges 
therein. 

The public records show that three patents were granted for the town of Kinsale. 
The first is dated lObh May 1589, and authorised the corporation to hold a "Wednesday 
and Satm’day market, and a fair on the 24th August and three days thereafter. The 
second is dated 24th February 1609, and authorised the corporation to hold fairs on 
Whit Monday and 28th October in each case, and continue for four days. The thiifi 
patent is dated 8th March 1721, and authorised tho corporation to hold fairs on the 
23rd April and 18th iN’ovember and the two days after each. 

N one of these fairs are now held. 

The present fairs were established by the Town Commissionors without any express 
authority about 18 years ago, previous to which a fair was hold on the 4fcli September, 

In accordance with my instructions I have inspected the fair and market places. 

The fairs are held on the public streets, chiefly in a wide street called “ Long 
Quay.” There ai*e no pens, shelter, or other accommodation provided, except what- 
the adjacent houses afford. 

The general market is held about the streets of the town. 

The potato, corn, and buttei’ market is held in tho basement of the court-house 
and the street adjoining it. A beam and scales for weighing butter exoliisively, a 
weighbridge, and another scales are provided thero. Tho place is very narrow, and 
entirely inadequate for market purposes, being merely fit for weighing, and not for 
transacting the sale of any commodity within its precincts. 

The fish market is an enclosed space snrromided by a high wall, against which sheds 
are erected at two sides, and divided into stalls for tho use of those employed in the 
retail fish trade. 

The meat market is a similar enclosure, provided with shods and stalls. These stalls 
are rented for the sale of meat by local victuallers. 

A complaint was made against the lessee for charging on the daily delivery of fowl 
to the buyers, the sales in such cases having been effected by private contract. 

An opinion was expressed that the Town Commissioners were enabled to derive a 
ginater pecuniary benefit from the market rights by sub-letting portions of them than 
by being in the immediate receipt of the entire thereof. 

Appended will be found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

^ , JOHN J. O’MEARA, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Assistant Commissioner. 

Dublin. 


Kmsale, 21st November. 1888. 


Jlr. MtcHAKE, HEGAiTY, 

22,4>92. Yon are tho town clerk of Kinftale P ^Yes. 

Tho Town Commiusioners are tho owners of 
the luarkeU and fairs here ? — Yes. 

22.494. Do you know how they aainircsd them P As 

the snccesBors of the old corporation. 

22.495, The old corporation hecamo oxtuicfc in 1840 P 
— Yob. 

22,49fi. They were the owners np to that period P— 
Yes. 

22,497. When wore the Town Commiasionors esta- 
blished P — In 1856. 

22,49&*500. Are the Town Commiasionei's in tho 
immediate receipt of these tolls P— They are. 

. 22,501. Hare not thOT got them enb-letp— Yes. 
They let the tolls to Mi'. Thomas CoTcney. 

22,502 . How does he hold ?— Ho holds yearly. 

22,603. Is it by tender?— Yes, by public tender. 
Tho highest man will get them. 

22,504. What is the amount of his tender for this 
year P — 

22,505-6. Had he them last year? — He had, and 
suveral years preTious. 

22.507. When does his tenancy commence? It 

commences on the 1st of August, and ends on tho 
31st .Tuly, 

22.508. You do not knqw the valuation of tho tolls? 
20i., tolls and enstoms. 


Town Clerk, oxamiuud. 

22.509. Has ho to ]iay rates and taxes P — No. Wo 
pay rates and taxes on the 201. valuation. 

22.510. Ilifl Boio expenses is 221. P — Yes, for tbo 
coming yew. Last yooi* it was 211., and tho previouR 
year 181., and in 1886 it was 191. Tho average was 
191. 6fl. 8d, for tho tliroo years. 

22.511. What aro tho uiarkot days hero? — Tho market 
day is Satuvdoy. 

22.512. Sntnrday only P— -Yob. 

22.513. What fairs aro hold P— The fairs aro monthly. 

22.514. On what dates P — The third Wednesday of 
each month. 

22.515. No tolls aro lovial at tho fairs at all P — No. 

22.516. Are tolls loviod at tho Satorday market ?— 
Tho lessee oolloots tolls. 

22.517. At tho market P — Yos. 

^,518. When wore those monthly fairs established? 
—It was provions to my connexion with tho Town 
Commissioners, 

22.519. Whoro aro tho fairs hold? — Down on tho Long 
Quay. 

22.520. That is portion of tho public thoronghfaro ? — 
It is, going down by tho sea. 

22.52L Is it availed of by tho i>uhlio M a thorongli* 

tore P— Yes. It is on tho rood, loading ap to the tram 

iraore the sheep are sold. • . • . . 
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22.522. Hare the fail's always boon hold there?— 
Always, 

22.523. Where are the markets held ?- Here, in the 

E Citato market. Underneath the conrt-hoase is the 
attov and potato market, and on the big table they 
weigh the butter. 

22,624. That is in the potato mai'ket P — Yes, under- 
neath us. 

22,525. Where is the general market held? — The 
geiieml market is held through the town. 

22,526. About the streets P — Vegetables ore sold 
conti-oryto the wish of the Commissioners, and they 
apiie.'iled against it ropoatedly to the rendors of the 
vegetables. They wished them to go into the market. 
22,527. Into what market ? — The Bah or meat market. 


22.551. Ton think so P— Yes, I do. 

22.552. Gould you give me the last balance sheet of 
the Commissioners?— Yes. The one for the pi'eseat 
year is with the printer. 

22.553. Do the Commissioners deem it more desirable 
to lease out the tolls than to manage the markets and 
faii-B themselTes P — Yes. They consider it better to 
lease them out. 

22, 654 Why do they farm them; do idiey derive more 
rofit from them P — They think the collection would he 
etter made than having them thrown over on one of 
their o^vn atati’ by a private individt^, than by a pnblic 
oiheial of Ibeir own, wbo has other duties to attend to, 
and may not be so convenient as the man who has 
them. 


22.528. You have an enclosod place for fishP — Yes, 
a siilendid place for fish and meat. 

22.529. Entirely enclosed P — ^Yes. 

'22,530. Who provided this? — The Town Commis- 
sioners. 

22.531. Do you know what capital emendilure thOT 
wore at in providing them ? — I do not know that. It 
was long before my time. 

22.532. Is there a weighbridge erected for cattle 
here ? — Not for cattle, but for weighing haw and straw. 

22.533. Was it the Oommissionera who erected that? 
— Yes. It is part of what they let to Mi-. Coveney. 

22.534. Is there any written agreement between the 
lessee and the Town Commissioners P — No, except he 
tenders annually imd gives soourity for the payment of 
the amount. 

22.535. Are there many suretiesP— ISvo sureties in 
the sum of 202. 

22.536. Have you had nny connexion with fairs, other 
other than those in Kinsale, as a buyer or seller ? — No. 

22.537. Do you think tho fairs here are very well 
attended for a town of the size of Kinsalo P — Well, tb.OT 
are fairly attended. I think they have improved; 
thei-e is a Mod deal of rivalry with other towns about. 
A great dem from Kinsale goes to Bandon and Cork. 

22.538. Were tolls ever levied here ? — Not that I am 
aware. 

22.539. Yon get no tolls from the fairs ? — No. 

22.540. Do yon think now that works better here in 
the town of £ineale than having tolls, and a fair green 
provided in return for them? Do you tAinV if a toll 
was levied it would deter men from bringing animals 
to the fairs? — Well, I would not like to go into that 
part of the qncstion. I do not think it would, hut 
having the fairs fkoc is a great inducement to the people 
to come. 


22.541. Were any representations ever made to tho 
Town Commissioners by the inhabitants of the town 
to get the fairs removed off the public street ? — No. 

22.542. The townspeople never discussed that qnes- 
tionp— No. Before the fairs were started there was an 
old fair hold outside tho town, and a toll was charged 
on lhat. There was an old fair held formerly under a 
very old charter — that wns hold by Campbell onlaide 
the borough, and wo had nothing to say to it. That 
was held in a portion of the first year I came to Kinsale, 
in 1881. 

22.543. Who was in receipt of the tolls ohoi'ged 
there ? — ^The man who owns the ground. 

22.544. ' However, the Town Commissioners had 
nothing whatever to do \vith it ?— No. 

. It was a neighbouring fair? — ^It was more 
i nent than business, that fair. 

What duties do the Town Commissioners 
perform 1 ere P — They are the urban sanitary authority, 
T - — 3 extensive powers as such. 

. Ton do all the cleansing of the town P — ^Tes. 

Did the official immediately connected with 

the clean ing ever calculatewhat additional expenditure 
the Town Commissioners aro at in cleaning the street, 
on account of the fact of tho fairs being held on them P 
Oh, I think it is very small. 

22.549. Who gets the manure after those fairs P — The 
Town Commissioners. 

22.550. Do you think the manure would be au 
equivalent for any actional expense they incur?— 
Yes. 


22,545. 
for amna< 
22, .546. 


and hare 

22.547. 

22.548. 


22.555. But you have another source of revenue from 
the markets in addition to the 221. P — Yes, from the 
shambles. 

22.556. They are not included in the letting to 
Mr. Coveney?— No. The shambles ore collectea by 
the town surveyor. 

22.557. Is that at the fish and meat market P — ^Yes. 
The charges are collected by him. 

22.558. Are these the only additional receipts you 
have P— Yes. 

22.559. How do you let out these shambles P — They 
are let at so much each. The highest is 3s. a week at 
present for one stall. 

22.560. Do they vary according to the prominence of 
their position and the size P— Yes. 

22.561. From 3s. down to whatp — To Is., but at 
present there are only three stalls ocenpied. The 
greater number arc nuoccupied at present. They have 

opened stalls of their own— private shambles through 
the town. 

22.562. Is the fish and meat in one market? — ^The 
meat is in oue market, and the fish in another. Tho 
two are separate. 

22.563. Have you any rule regulating the sale of 
meat and fish, that is, prohibiting them from selling 
about tbe town and confining the sale to the market P— 

If we find them seULug on the street they can be 
Bommoued before the town court. 

29.564. You have a borough m.agistrate ?— We had 
up to tho present year, but tbo matter is under the 
Lord Chancellor's consideration at present. 

22.565. Suppoaing a person brought a basket of fish, 
and placed it in tho fish market on the ground, would 
you levy auy charM P— No. They pay so much a week, 

I think two or three pence a week each person who 
BcUfi in the market. 

22.566. Have you any scale of these charges erected P 
— ^No, I believo not. 

22.567. Have you any fixed rates for die standings 
there? — Yea. Those occupying the stalls pay 3d. a 
week, and anyone outside them who sells ush in the 
season without stalls we charge them a penny for the 
week. 

22.568. Thyt can avail themselves of it every day in 
the week? — They can. It is only on Saturdays that 
we collect, and we charge them but the penny. 

22.569. But it is open every day in the week P— Yes, 
except Sunday. 

22.570. There are only two charges — 3d. for a stall 
and a lA for any standing not a stall ? — Exactly. 

22.571. Any higher charge has never been levied .°-— 
No. Then if there are three joined in fish it is only a 
Id. each. 

22.572. That is if the tiiree have a stall? — Those 
having a stall, if they have a quantity of fish, as they 
generally do ; 4«re may he three or four women, and I 
chu’ge a Id. to each. 

22,673. Did the Town Commissioners ever manage 
the markets and collect the tolls themselves? — Not 
that I am aware of ; not for the last 20 years. 

22,574. Do they think the present course advisable r 
—They do. They do not think it would work as well 
the other way. 'Ilie private individual has an interest! 
and has to pay for them. 

Y4 
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23,575- That is dermng a pecimiary benefit out ol' 
them; bnt if the Tors Commissioners were in the 
immediate receipt, the immediate collection, do yon 
thinlc they irould bo hotter managed, and more to the 
satUfoctinu of those frequenting the markets and fairs, 
than they are at present P — No. There are no com- 
plaints at present of any sort. 


22,576. No complainta mado to the Town CommU. 
sioncrs P — No complaints or Boggestioiis from any 
source. I hronght your fjneriee before ^e Town 
Commissionci'H, and they did not think any chaam 
uocostiiiiT. \Thc vnhicts (hmi Junmled in the foVauin'- 
accounts.] 


Abstbact of the Accoukts of the Towh Oobuissiohebs of Ktksalk lor the Year ended 30th Septonbor 1886, 
showing die Receipts and Eipenditohe under several hootls during that period. 


RpoBirrs. 


KXI'KNDITIIUK. 


Nature ofBccoipt. 

Amount. 

Nutimj of Expunditiiro. 

' Amount. 

Balance due by Treasurer on 80th September I88S 

£ a. H. 
IS2 6 1 

Expeuded dtiring thu year itt — 

' & a. 1 

Do. Clerk do. do. 

6 16 1 

Suuvuuging and Cleansing ... 

' 189 17 4 

Received daring year in respect of — 

Town Kat^ ..... 

304 5 4 

New Works, RepairH, and Improvemcule . 
Public Lighting . . . - 

160 8 0 
176 18 0 

Corporate RenU > • - 

138 8 9 

SalnricH of Oflicers .... 

116 S 11 

Market Tolls 

19 0 0 

Water Su^ly. - ... 

Rent and Taxes .... 

36 18 6 

Rent of Shambles • - - 

40 18 3 

37 12 8 

Pines under IJeenring Act - 

4 3 9 

Printing luid Stationery - • . 

11 1 0 

Do. Town Court - - 

9 JO 7 

Incidental ExpeoNcs ... 

Ri’payruunt ot Tvoans - ... 


Grand Jury Presentments ... 

17 0 

83 8 10 

Sale of Muure ... . - 

38 C 5 

Lo^ud bu Deposit to Orwlit. of Ktidowed 

26 15 6 

Dog Tax ..... 

E 18 5 



Contributions in aid of Salaries under Public 

9 10 6 

Balance due by Treajmrer on aotli ,Sui)tember 

49 13 3 

Health Act. 

Water Rates ..... 
Incidental Bcceipu - - . . 

Gonlributions in lieu of Rates 
School Endowment - > - 

Balance doc to Clerk on SOtb September 1686 

15 14 1 
15 0 
88 11 0 
26 16 6 
2 9 3 

866 9 11 

1886. 

866 S 11 


1 certify the foregoing to he a true Abstract of the Receipts and B.xpondiLuvo of the Town Oominissionors of 
Kinsale for the year ended the 30fch September 1886. 


Dated this 9th day of November 1886. 

ABTirntt McHugh, Auditor. 


Absiract of the Accounts of the Town CouuisaiONEEa of Kiksaxe for tho Year ended hOth September 1BS7, 
showing the Receipts and Expekditore under the sereral heads during that porlod. 


Nature of Receipt. 


BoJaiice due by Treasurer on 8Cth September 1 88(3 
Rcceivwl during year in respect of— 

Town Rotes - - ... 

Corporate Renta - . . . 

Market Tolls . . 

Rent of Shambles • . . . 

Fiues under Liceusiog Act - 
Tinea from Town Courts - . . 

Grand Jury Presentments - 
Sale of Muurc - . . 

iJog TBx ..... 
Cootributiona in aid of Salaries under Public 
Health Act. 

Water Bates - 

Incideotal Receipts - . 

Contributions in lieu of Rates 

School Endowments - • . . 

balance due to Cle^ on 80th September 1887 . 


AmoiinL 

£ 

s. 

d. 

49 

18 

8 

877 


0 

107 


8 

18 


0 

88 

14 

8 

3 

12 

6 

7 


2 

37 

19 

0 

27 

18 

6 

1 

11 

1' 

9 

10 

6 

32 


9 

8 

18 

0 

25 

14 

0 

26 

17 

9' 

1 


9 

773 

11 

0 


Kzj'iCKuiTunii. 


Natnro of Expenditure. 


Expended duving tlm year in 

Scavimging and Glennsing ... 
Now Works and lieimira - - - 

Public Liglutog . . . _ 

Sttiariea of Oflioers - - . 

Go. Recorder ... 
Water Supply. . . . 

Rem aud Taxes . 

Printing and Stationery . . . 

Law Coats - . . 

Incidental Expcos<‘K . . . 

Repayment of Loans - 

Ijod{^ on Deposit to Credit of Endowed 
School, 

liolance flue by Treasurer on 80th September 
1887. 


10 17 i 
27 11 5 
5 1 B 
0 15 lU 
16 U 0 
76 17 8 
S6 17 9 

98 9 11 


773 11 0 


y^'3d1h^30thSopt^Sr lIs?''® fcponiUtara ot tlio Town OommUBioner. » 


Dated this 7ih day of Fdn-vary 1888. 


Aethub MoHugd, AndittJT- 
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Mr. THoviis OoTSNSx exAmined. 


22,577- Yoa ai’e the tommb to the Town Commis- 
8 ione« for the tolls of the market P— Tea. 

22.578. The market day is Satorday? — ^Tes. 

22.579. Do yon collect tolls tmy other day in the 
week hot Saturday P— Every day iu the week except 
Sunday. 

22.580. Arc marketable commodities hroneht each 
day of the weekP — Well, I do not know. We nad only 
one sack of potatoes yesterday in the market. 

22.581. Mention for me the different commodities 
that are bronght into the market in Hinsale P — There 
are potatoes, turnips, hay, straw, mangold worse! 
The hay and straw are weighed at the weighbridge. 
The butter market on Fridays is done away with. 
That was hold for throe months. 

22.582. Did it fall through P — It went down. 

22.583. The buyers did not attend P — ^They will not 
attend any more for this season. 

*22,584:. Will they the next season ? — They will com- 
mence again next March. 

22,585. It is only dnring the season yon have the 
hotter market every Friday P— Exactly, daring the 
season. 

22,686. Do not lumps come iu dnring the week P — 
Yes. 

22.587. On Fridays and Saturdays P — Saturday used 
to he market day until this woman (a buyer) came from 
Bandon, and liViday then was appointed. 

22.588. Does tmy corn come in P — No. A few socks 
might come iu. 

22.589. Small quantities come in ? — Yes. I did not 
weigh a ton of com I do nob know when. 

22.590. What else is brought in P Are calves or pigs 
hrooght into Iho market dni'ing the week P — No. 

22.591. Do they wait for tho fair dayP — They gene- 
rally wait for f^air days, I get no enstom from calreB. 

22.592. Have yon any market buildings P — ^No. 

22.593. Have not you got the potato market beneath 
the court-houso P — I'Wve that rented. 

22,694. Is not that from the Town Commifisioners ? — 
Yes. 

22.595. That is included iu your letting ? — That is 
what 1 am paying for. 

22.596. What else have you ? — I have tho weigh- 
hridge and beam and scales. 

22.597. Whero is this erected P — ^Underneath the 
court-house. 

22.598. Ono beam and scales? — ^Yes. 

22.599. Have yon any other building or shed P — No, 
bat the weighbridge. 

22.600. Whei'o is the weighbridge erected? — Ad- 
jacent to the ooui't-house. 

22.601. What is your ohargo on potatoes ? — A half- 
penny a huudredweight for all commodities weighed, 
unless wool or feathers. 

22,C02. la wcol brought in, too P — Yea. That is in a 
certain season. 

22.603. Is that charge of a halfpenny a hundred for 
weighing the com and potatoes ? — ^Yes. 

22.604. Where do they exiwse the potatoes for sale P 
—Down underneath in the market. 

22.605. Suppiising they hvonght in potatoes and 
exposed them for sale below and did not weigh them, 
woold yon look for your charge of a halfpenny per 
hundred ? — I would. They do not sell now ; they used 
formerly. 

22.606. Do nob they sell before they weigh? — They 
to not. They aro generally sold by the sack, eight, 
tfn, or twelve atone, or whatever quantity they have in 
the sack. 

22.607. They ore always bought not by bulk but by 
Weight? — Yes, by weight they are bought. 

^.608. Are they always bought before they ore 
Weighed P Do they expose them Tor sale and sell them 
toiora they are weiehodp — They are all sold before 
they are weighed. 

I sorss. 
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22,609-10. But thecontraot or sale would not be com- 
plete until the weight has been ascertained P — The sale 
18 complete before they are weighed. 

22.611. On corn is your charge a baltheony per 
hondredweight ?— Yes. 

22.612. And the same observations apply to it?- -Tho 
very same. 

22.613. Where do they expose com, if they bring it in 
at all ? — There are no one but the staldurocn. They 
keep it on the street, and supposing I had a pair of 
horses I might buy three or four bags. 

22.614. Are there any corn merchants in the town — ? 
Yea. 

^22,615. Yon collect no toll from them if they buy ?— 

22.616. None at all ?— If a hundred barrels came in I 
woold noc get a penny. 

22.617. Supposing tho potatoes were not exposed for 
sale in the basement of the conrt-hoase but G.vposed 
elsewhere in the town aud sold? — I get uothiug. If 
they are weighed it is against the regulations of the 
Town Commissionera, but sometimes they do weigh 
them at stores, aud that is wrong. 

22.618. You do not seek for your cborgeP — I do not 
know it when they weigh at other scales. 

22.619. Have those charges been levied for any length 
of time? — The custom and tolls. 

22.620. The halfpenny per hnndi-edweight ? — As long 
as I recollect. 

22.621. Have yoa ever collected a halfpenny per 
hundred on potatoes or any other conunoaity which 
was not weighed at yonr scales but sold in the town on 
market day r — What I generally weigh on market day 
I charge a halfpcuuy a Hnndrcd. 

22.622. I want to see have you ever sought for your 
charge or for a toll. I want to draw a distinction in 
order to see is it a weighing charge or custom. You 
suy if they were exposed for sale and sold and weighed 
yon get a halfpenny per hundred?— Yes. 

22.623. If they are not sold and use is made of the 
basement of the coort-honse and they are not weighed, 
would you still look for your charge? — Yes, any 
delivered in the market I would. 

22.624. What do you call the market ?— The potato 
market. 

22.625. That is &e basement of the court-house ?— 
Yes. 

22.626. Supposing they brought in a cart and the 
cart stood on a spot outside on the road and the potatoes 
were sold and not weighed, wcmld yon seek for yonr 
charge P — Yes, I would if I were present. 

22.627. Supposing they were in a street off that, would 
you seek for yonr charge, or do you think you would bo 
entitled to it ? — they came as far as the gate aud sold 
at the gate I am entitfed to it. 

22.628. I suppose a case of that kind hes never 
arisen? — I never sawit, hnt this I ki.ow, that toruips 
very often are sold, and if I am present at the weighing 
machine I con charge for the load as if I weighed 
myself. 

22.629. What is your charge for weighing turnips P — 
The some, a halfpenny a hnndrcd, and the same for hay 
and straw. 

22.630. For weighing all commodities, whether at the 
beam and scales or weighbridge, yon have one charge P 
— Yes, and a penny a stone for wool and half stone fur 
feathers. 

22.631. Did they ever complain that on a load of bay 
they had to pay a halfpenny per hundred, that is ten- 
pence per ton ? — Never. I never saw a man to oompljun 
or never knew it. 

22.632. Yoor charge is tenpence a load? — ^When tho 
weighbridge was erected a cnarge of a halfpenoy per 
huntoed was pot on it. 

22.633. When was the weighbridge erected ? — X 
suppose about 1873. 

22.634. Now, supposing a cart of tiimiMwas brought 
iu and not weiehea at the bridge bat sold iu the coivn, 
rroold you soi for your toll on turnips ? — If I saw it 
coming into the town I can ohargo if it is for sale. 
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22.635. And sold in the to-wn ?— Yes, I liave the 
powei' of charging. 

22.636. How do you know?— I do not Icnow, hut t 
know I did charge. 

2-2,637. And got it?— Tos. 

22,638. Although the load was not weighed P— Tos. 

2-2 639. Would the same obaerrations apply to straw 
and hay ?— There ia no hay lumped. They buy all the 
hay and straw by weight. 

22.640. These observations only apply to tiivnipsp — 
Tea. Hay, straw, aud potatoes, wool and feathers ai-o 
weighed. 

22.641. What is yotu- charge on feathers? — Apomiy 
per stone, and the same on wool. 

2-2,642. Whei-e do they expose the foathcra I'or sale? 
—There may nob he 14 pounds of feathers come in for 
six months. We have no feather-mongers in this town. 
If they bought feather beds .at an auolion they would 
come aud expose them for sale jici- pound. They we 
tho only feathers. 

22.643. If wool is brought in aud not weighed at 
your scales would you levy your charge? — It does not 
come. There is only one person taking wool, that is 
Mr . Ooveney, who has a factory. 

22.644. Doos he weigh at your scales P — Tos ; ho has 
no other place to weigh. 

22,646. On lump Imttcr on Fridays and Saturdays 
what charge do you got? — Anytliing under 21 lbs., a 
penny ; up to 30 Dis., three lialfxjouco. 

22.646. Is thi'oo halfpence the maximum charge ? — 
Tes, unless it goes to ahalf huiuh-odweiglit. 

22.647. What do you charge then ? — I have novor 
weighed a half hundred. 

22, 61^. Is it all lump butter that comes in P — ^Tcs. 
22,64{i. IJoes it only come on these days? — There is 
fresh butter coming in prints diu-ing tho week. X 
cannot charge anything for that. 

22,650. On this lump butter you only lovy the charge 
when they weigh at your scales ? — Tos. 

22,6-51. What scales have you for weighing this lump 
butter ? — I have a 8j)ccial one. 


22.668. They always weigh?— They have to weigh 
when they coino inside tho market. A shopkeen^ 
may want to got 20 or 30 lbs., and they would ^ 
poi-KOu ono side and tako tbom out, bub that is against 
tho rules. 

22.669. Is tliero any rule coulhiing the sale of butter 
and these commodities ou which you collect a cijffge 
to the mavkol tinildiug.s P — No. 

22.670. The peo])lo aro freo to go where they will?— 
Oevtainly. 

22,071. You havo not heard tho cost of the erection 
of that weighbridge ? — I could not tell you that. 

22,(»72. Thoso you Imvo montioiusil aro the only 
receipts you havo from tho mavkotP — I do not know 
a aiiiglo bit about tho oxpuiiHO. 

22.673. And tbosu aro tho only coiuiuoilitics upon 
which you rccoivu chaj‘go« ? — ^Yos. 

22.674. Ton have no o(.her pliioos throughout the 
towu from tho tJinnmissiouorH p — No. 

22,075. Have yon standingH P— Yes. 

22.676. Do you colloct ou thorn P— No; there wo 
none thovo. Tlicy would not bo allowed, 

22.677. All the standings iu-c there on tho Long 
Quay P — Thovo wore vogotiuilo etiuidmgs there nt one 
tinio. 

22.678. Supposing they wore tliore, what charge 
would you levy on v ogotablos P — Twopence a week. 

22,67‘d. What day would ymi colloct the chai'ge?— 
Saturday. 

22.680. Thou it would lio immatorial to you whether 
they availed thomsolvcs of it Llio previous dnyoi- not? 
— They oidy pay ou Saturday. 

22.681. If they only camo on Saturday, still you 
would lovy a elmrgo of twopouco ? — Yos. 

22.682. You do not weigh luiy of those? — ^No. 

22.683. It ia only fur ]iutting a cart on the Long 
QuayP — Yes. For the timo they arc soiling clothes or 
soft goods they would pay fouriicuco a week. 

22.684. YogoUihloa uro only twopouce P — Yos. 

22.685. That ia for tho load P — Yoh. 

22.686. Do they ovoi- havo any liah Bbaudings theiuP— 
None. 


22.652. You never weigh potatoes ou it ? — No, it is 
a small one. 

22.653. It is exclusively used for weighing Imttoi’ ? — 
For weighing butter only. 

22.654. When you are woighiug butter, what is the 
.smallest weight you put in the sciUesP— I can put a 
Imlf pound if I wish. 

22.655. Do you pat a half pound?— Yes, if it takes 
the hill f pound. 

22.656. Do you pub a quarter ? — Yes, if it takes it. 

22.657. You never put smaller than tho quarter P— 
Not less than the quarter. 

22,658 Is firkm butter ever brought in ?— No. 

2-2.669. What would your charge bo ou the firkin 
butter ?. -I weighed no firkins at all. 

22.660. But when it does come during tho season, on 
Friday ?— No firkin comes at all ; only roll ljutter. 

22.661. Do you only weigh tho butter, or do you 
ever scrape it or dean it? — ^No. 

22.662. Where do they expoao the butter for sale in 
the towu p— Undorneath the court-house. 

22.663. Is not all the basement of this building for 
corn ?— It is another portion of tho basement of this 
court-house. The potato market and butter market 
arc separate. 

22.664. With regai'd to tho charge on turnips, would 
you collect that evoxy day in tho week, if the load was 
sold in the market ? — All I had this year wm One 
load. 

-22,665. Would you collect your charge P— Yes, onv 
day m the week. 

2-2,666. Do you charge the people a stallage charge 
for exposing their butter P— IS o, only the charge ter 
weighing. 

22,667. And if they sold and did not weigh, still you 
1 evy your charge P— They generally weigh. 


22.687. Havo they egg HtaudingeP — Yes, there is s 
shed. 

22.688. Do you collect any elmrgo on them? — ^No. 

22.689. Did you ovor dosoP — Novor. The Cornmia- 
sioucra would not allow it. 

22.690. Arc fowl brought lioro P — Yos. 

•22,691. Do yon collect any eliavgo lor standings for 
fowl ?— Yob. 

22.692. Whoro do thoy axliibit tho fowl P— At the top 
of High Street. 

22.693. Whiibis your chargo ou fowl P— Twopence a 
load. 

22.694. If tho loa<I coiiHistoil only of two fowl, would 
you chax‘gQ tho twopouco P— No. If they had 10 I 
would chargo twopence. 

22.695. SuppoBing thoy brought two chicicona iu » 
basket and put thoiu iu High SLi-oot, what ohai-ge wonld 
you levy ? — I would nut chargo iiuythhig. 

22.696. Havo you ovor douo ho P — Never. 

22.697. Ih it only when thoy bring iu a cart ?— Yea 

22.698. Did thoy ovor hiiiig in a busket on which yon 
levied a charge P — Very aolduui, c.xce])t one or tffo 
chickouB, and it woulil bo Hcavcoly worth while to IwH 
after tho woman. 

2*2,699. It is twopeuoo on tho cart P — Yes. 

22.700. No matter what ia iu it P — If thove were 30 it 
would bo foui’pouco ; under 20, twopence, and for -Ui 
threeponce. 

22.701. Is fchi-oepimoo tho highosb charge P — Three- 
pence is the highest chargo I gee. 

22.702. Did you ever chaa-go fomyeuce P— No, I coaid 
not get it. Twenty fowl is plenty m any ciib. 

22.703. If liiey had six or eight you would ohargs 
twopenceP— Yes. 

22.704. And if they had 20 it would be only 
pence P — Tes. 
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32 705. Pigs are not brought in on any market day P 
No pig8> only on fair days. 

22.706. There is no nnrtioalar pig fair day, or are 
the pigs sold the same day as the cattle P — Yea. 

22.707. Was the pig fair over hold on the day previous 
to the ordinaiy fair ? — No. 

22, 7(®. Are these what yon mentioned the only 
sonrees of receipt that you havep — Toa, that is all. 

22.709. Do you know what yon received ft-om them 
for the past yoai‘ ? — Oh dear no. 

22.710. Ton dislike to tell thatP — Well, I may tell 
you this day’s work is threepence halfpenny. 

22.711. But this is not Saturday P — No. 

22.712. Were yon at any expense last year in con- 
nexion with them. Who have yon employed for 
weighing? — I have only myself, and my daughter 
assists me on Satui'day and geucmlly weighs in the 
batter market. 

22.713. Ton never pay any wages ? — ^No. 

22.714. If any repaii-s are required to bo done to the 
scales the Oommissioners do them P — ^Tes. 

^,715. Yon have no outlay or repairs to do in the 
market place ? — ^N o. 

22.716. Did you make 51. any day last yoarP — 
should like to see yon ask for 5Z. any day. 

22.717. Did yon make lOZ. a year profit? — I declare 
to mercy I could uot siyr. I ucvei' Icopt any account. I 
am sm-o I mado lOZ. X would not like to bo spending 
my time for lOZ. 

22.718. Do you think you mado lOs. a week out of 
them ?— I was very often wooks and I did uot rocoive 
10 $. 

22.719. During the past portions of thn year would 
you siiy that taking them all in all, on an average you 
made about 8s. a week profit P — No. 

22.720. What would you fix it at; would you say 
you make 15Z. P — I would not make 15Z., and never did. 

22.721. Would you make 12Z. ? — No, and I have them 
about five and twenty years. 


22,722. Did you collect on those articles or commo- 
dities during that period P — Yes. 

^,72J. Do you ever collect on other commodities on 
which during a period of your tenancy yon did not 
collect ? — I (lid. There was one time, and I got the 
tolls at the Septomlwr fair. 

22.724. Prom the Commissioimr.o? — ^Ycs. 

22.725. Was that done away with ?- -Yes, since tho 
new monthly faii-s opened here. 

22.726. When was the monthly fair established P—1 
can scarcely tell. The monthly fairs are established 
about 18 years, 

22.727. Were Ibey established by the Town Conunis- 
sioners.’ — Yes. 

22.728. Previous to that, what fans were held in 
Kinsale ?— No fairs at all, only the September fair. 

22.729. What date was that held onP — The 4th 
Septembm'. There used to be a sheep market up by 
the old gaol on Fridays. 

22.730. Were tolls collected on them ? — No. 

22.731. Were tolls collected on pigs? — ^No. 

22,782. Only at the September fair ? — Yes, always 
tolls nt the September fair on any commodity sold or 
Btaudiug, or anj-thing. 

28.733. Whmi you levy this charge is it on the gross 
weight you charge? — The gi'osa, certainly. 

22.734. Or if you weigh a load of bay you charge on 
the ontii'e load ?— On the nett weight. 

22.735. Then you do not charge uu the cart? — No. 
I will weigh the cart for nothing. 

22.736. Hare you got printed tickets to give donotiug 
the weight ? — ^Yes. 

22,737-8. Does the one ticket answer for the hvidgo 
and beam and scales ? — It will not ans^rer. If a man 
had a load of ^>otatoes 1 would weigh them on the bridge, 
and if a man bad five or six sacks, or eight, I would 
weigh them on the bridge. 

22,739. The witness then produced tho ticket for the 
weighbridge, of which the following is a copy: — 


TOWN COMMISSIONER’S WEIGHING 
MACHINE. 

Kmsale^ 188 . 


No. 

Navho of Ovmm'_ 
ArtieU 



Tare 


Net Weight 


TOWN COMinSSIONEE’S WEIGHING 
MACHINE. 

Kiiaah 188 , 

No. 

Name of Owner 

Ariiele 


Gnoss Weiobt. I 



Tons.1 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Us. 













3 

2 

a 





1 

s 

6 





i ? 

i 





! 

1 

H 


Gross Weight 
Tare 


Net Weight 


^,740. You have another for the beam and scales ? 
—No pcinted form. 

22.741. Do you give a manuscript ticket P — ^Yes. 

22.742. In weighing potatoes, do you alwajfl estimate 
the tare of the sack ? — Yes. 

22.743. You never actually weigh the empty sack ?— 
■Never ; there is an allowance of four pounds. 


22.744. Supposing a sack was brought in on a vary 
wet day, and was completely saturated with wet, would 
you allow only four pounds? — Ihave nothiug to do with 
the empty sack. Let the buyer do wlmt he likes. 

22.745. Do not you put the tare on the ticket? — I 
only put the groas. Whatever the weight is I put it 
down, wet or dry. 

Z 2 
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22.746. Then it is a mattov of arrangement between 
the purciiaser and seller os to any tare P— Yes. Ido not 
know whether the sack is wet or dry. I give the gross 
weight and the estimated tare fonr ponnda. 

22.747. What is the lowest weight you weigh with 
in'weighiiiR potatoes? Could yon weigh down to a 
poiindr— Yes. 

22.748. Do joa weigh to a pound P — I weigh to a 
pound, but not to a half pound. 

22.749. If weighing the sack of potatoes, do yon only 
use the four pounds ?— 1 do, and two pounds and a 
pound. 

22.750. When weighing do yon give a cast of tho 
beam? — Generally. 

22.751. Is it a fall one, or does the board of^ the 
scales tonch the mronnd P — The buyer will require it to 
touch the ground. 

22.752. Supposing they fell out over the taro, imd 
yon weigh the empty sack, do you charge anything 
additional for that Never. They never do that 
except for com. 

22.753. What do yon allow for the tare of the sMk 
of corn if you do not weigh it ?— They generally weigh 
all corn. 

22.754. What comes to tho market has to be 
weighed? — Tlmre is none, unless at seed tiino, and a 
few sacks that may be sold to these stablomea. 

22.755. At the weighbridge do you always weigh the 
eoxpty cai't ? — Always. 

22.756. Ton charge nothing additional for that ? — 
No. 

22.757. Ton deduct the tare from the ^o.s8 weight 
and levy your charge on the net weight P— les. 

22.758. Ton never charge on the gross weight P— 
Never. 

22.759. The same observations apply to turnips ? — 
Yes ; turnips, hay, straw, mangolds, or anytlxing 
weighed. 

22.760. Have you over heard complaints of any 
inaccuracy in the weighing ? — I uevor heard. 

22.761. Do the police visit the scales to see are they 
correct ? — ^Tboy do, of coarse. It would weigh to a 
pound. 

22.762. Within what dietricts are these commodities 
brought from ? — They come from Innishannon, Btdly* 
griffin, and Old Hill; something of a radius of six 
miles, and 10 miles sometimes. 

22.763. You have no connexion whatever witli the 
fairs ? — ^No; there is no obm'ge at all on the fairs. 

22.764. Nor have there been since tho 4th September 
fair fell into abeyance P — No. 


22,765, Have the Town Oommiasionors any rales 
regulating the markots here, or have you erected up 
in ihe place below, in tho market place, any rules or 
regulations ?— There is a board, but wo Imvo it inside 
hero. It is a large board lugiilating tho cbai-ges. It 
gob defaced. 

22.766-7. How long is it since it was exposed for 
public inspection P — We hal to take it down to have 
It reprinted. 

22,788. Have you anything to say or to suggest as 
to what you think would bettor or tend to better the 
market P— I do not aoo anything wrong with the 
market. I do not soo how ti) mako any improvement. 

22.769. Yon have no snggoHtion to make P — No. 

22.770. Do you think tlio fairs bore are better 
attended because no tolls avo levied at them than if 
tolls were levied? — Well, I do not know. 1 think if 
there wai'o tolls levied I do not see it would bo any 
benoftt to tho toll-colloetor, wliuovor ho might bo. 

22.771. I am only saying, do yon think it would 
deter tho fanners from bringing their animals and 
exposing them, for sale P — It would not. 

22.772. Would that he iiecause they would have to 
come here, as there is no otbor fair to go to P — Thora 
arc plenty of fairs to go to. 

22.773. Are there any other fairs near this at which 
tolls are levied ? — I do not know any other fairs. They 
are levied at Olonakilty anil Dimraanway fairs. 

22.774. Is Donmnnway a good fair P — It is a large 
fair. 

22.775. Supposi^ a man was living midway botweon 
Donmanway and Klnsale, would ho prefer coming to 
Kinsalo instead of Dunmauway becanso tolls are levied 
there P — He would not. 

22,778. They do not consider whether they have to 
pay a toll or not if they aro koto of a ready sale for 
their animals, and of having a good fair and market P— 
They wonld lie prepared to pay heavy tolls very often 
to have a ready sale. The tolls on cattlo would bo very 
low, a penny for sheep aud a penny for pigs and tliree- 

g mee for oattle. These were too chairges at tho 
eptember fair formerly, when X had the custom. 
22,777. Threepence for cattle P — Yos. 

22,778. Were they well attended at that period P— 
They were. 

22,779. What was your tender to the Town Commia- 
sioners at that period? — I was paying 351. at that 
time. 

22,780. Por tho markets aud fairs P — Ya.*. one fair iu 
the year. 


Mr. Thovis Hogsm, Chairman of tl 

22.781. Aro you tho chairman of the Town Commis- 
sioners? — ^Tes. 

22.782. Do yon think this course the CommissioaerB 
adopt at present of letting out the tolls is a desirable 
.me? — I think so. 

22.783. Would you say you derive a greater pecuniary 

benefit from it than if you managed them yourself? I 

think so. 

22,'<1}4. Do you think wonld the people who frequent 
the markets be more satisfied if the Town Commis- 
aoners had them in their own hands P — I thinV if you 
examined some of the farmers who are in town to-day 
they would give you an opinion on that. 

22,785. Ton Lad yourself some conversation with 
these men and with tho traders ? — Yes. 

22,78d Do yon think it would be well here inKinsale 
or it would better the town if market buildings were 
erected aud rules adopted regulating end confining 
tbe sale of marketable commodities to these baildiugeP 
—I think so, because latterly everyone is selling m^t 
and potatoes in the shop and doing away with the 
market. The meat market is done up. 

22.787. You would not prohibit private enterprise in 
that way ? — ^Tou could not do that. 

22.788. Instead of selling commodities on the public 
thoroughfare you would be ia favour of having them 
confined in a space P— I think it would bo better. I 
remember in my own time a stand of apples in the 


>e Town Commissionors, examined, 
street, and a man passing knocked againet it and 
knocked the appl^ down. A polioomoit came up and 
there was a row. The man was fiuod lOOL, os he broke 
the policeman’s leg. 

22.789. You object to tho markets being hold aud 
these commodities sold on the public thorooghfoie from 
liability to accidents ? — ^Yes. 

22.790. Do not they oooasion much filth aud dirt 
about the town? — Yes. Tbovo was a stand on the quay 
for vegetable women, and some of them came to roe 
and said they would wish to leave the market. The 
Commiaaiouera thou compelled them to go in, and they 
were not one week in. 

22.791. Did tho polioe take any proceedings for 
obstmeting the public thoroughfare P — ^They did not. 

22.792. Do you think it w’ould be for their own 
benefit to go into the market P — they were compelled 
to do so the people should go to the market then. 

22.793. In what state ore tho approaches to the 
market? — ^Very good; formerly there was a vegetable 
market inside the meat market and fowl uxaa'ket, and 
pie Oominissionera thought it did not pay and they let 
it to another party as a garden. 

22.794. When did th«y romovo the vegetable market 
and fowl market from thia plane P — About 2D years ago, 
Mid it used to he very well attended than. 

22.795. Do yon approve of tho present system of 
having the fairs toll free P— I think so. 
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22 796 Huto yon formod any ideas yourself na to the 
IsTTi’uK of a toll ?— I tlo lint know, if tlio farmers ^t 
a good price at tbe fait^ they do not object to tlie toll. 

22 797 If llipy could oR'eot a good ninl ((uick sale 
tlier’ would not consider tlio iiaymont of the tollP— 
Yes The pociplfl boro go lo Hnndou with tlioir cattle. 
The only thing tbo Oouuiusaiouei's ciiunot liattlo with 
is to get tic parties to go into tlio market. 

22 798. Have rcprescntatioiis lioen made to the Town 
Cominisaioners to remove these pooiilo and pi-ovido 
accommodation for thorn ?— Yes, sovoral timos, They 
gammoned them, and they could not pay the fines. 

22 7(*9. Then you do not like to toko any criminal 
proceedings P — ^ITo. 

22.800. Still yon think a noocH.sity exists for such 
buildings being orcctod here, and rules regulating raid 
confining the sole of inai’Icetablo commotliLios to that 
place ?— Yes. 

22.801. Do you think it would liobottor for the town? 
—I think BO. 

22.802. What class of farms are there around here P 
—The farms are not very largo. 

22.803. Is there a very largo portion of the land 
nudei- tillage P— I think so. 

22.804. Would yon say the greater portion of it ?— 
Yes. 

22.805. In that ciiBo thu markets ought be somewhat 
better. Where do they send the majority of thu jiro- 
diicu when it does not come horu P — They send the 
butter to Oork. Thoro ie no grazing on the other side 
of the water, and tboy have uo butter tliore. 

22,800. Whore do they send tho other produce ? — 
Ihey mostly send it to Bnndun and mostly send potatoes 
hero. 

22,807. Is Bandon a good market town P — Yes. 


22.808. Does it tako a lot from this P— Yes. Half 
goes to Oork and half to Bandon. 

22.809. What is the principal indnstiy hero? — 
Fishing. 

22.810. You export great qiiantitifs P — Yos. Wcaro 
getting sprats as far a^ Innisliaunon, and niackorel. 

22.811. la that purely what the harboui* is availed of 
by fishermen P — Thei-o is a great ti-ade hero in tlm 
fishing. 

22.812. Is the ti'ado purely in fishing P — Yos. 

22.813. Now, fixim your experience of commissioners 
and public bodies, being chairman of the Kinsalc Town 
Commissioners, do you think where such local bodies 
exist that they slicrulcl obtain coinpnlsoiy puivcrs to 
acquire the market rights and tolls ui the towns in 
which they are establishoil, and do you think they 
would work them liettei' than having them in tho 
bauds of a private indiviilual P — I think it would bo 
bettor if the Gommiaiioners had them. 

22.814. You would rcoouunend that they should 
obtain these compulsory powers P — Yee, because what 
benefit they get goes to tho benefit of the town. 

22,813. Do you think they would be able to manage 
them better thnn a ptivate individual, the lord of the 
soil, or others P— Yes. 

22.816. Do you think they would give better satis, 
faction to those frcqueutiiig markets and fairs ? — I 
thiuk so. 

22.817. Have you fomod any ideas on that subjoct? 
— Z think if they worked them themselves they might 
charge less tollago. 

22.818. You thinlt if tolls were levied the Oommis- 
sioners should work them themselves, aud nut lease 
them out P — I think so. 


Mr. Patbick Muamv examined. 


23.819. You are a farmer P — ^Yos. 

22.820. Havo you Ibnned any ideas ns to tho levying 
of a toll? — Well, iiidoed I have. I would say they 
ought not to be levied. 

22.821. WhyP — ^Because I believo in liberty, and I 
do uot think they have a right to charge tolls for 
anything. 

22.822. Supposinj' tolls were levied, do yon think it 
would deter men from bringing their animals to tho 
fair ? — ^It would. 

22.823. Would it havo that effect hoi-c P — ^It would. 

23.824. The fact of no tolls being levied in a town 
induces the formers to bring in commodities in greater 
quantities? — It would induce thorn to )>ring more 
regularly, and help tho fair to bo carried on. 

22,823. Although no tolls aro levied here, is there 
tie 83 TBtem of luck-penny between buyer raid seller P — 
There is. 

22.826. Is it fixed in the cose of cattle at all P — It is ; 
the seller has to pay it, certainly. 

22.827. Is thoro any fixed mto for it P — No. 

22.828. He oau give what he pleases? — What he 
likes. 

22.829. Is it fixed on pigs ? — I do nob think it is. 

22.830. Do they give sixpence luck -penny P — They do 
not mind; thwo is uo fixed thing. There is always 
something given; that is what the sellers wish. 

22.831. Do you think it is ohjcctioiiablo to bo holding 
faira on the public sti*eet ? — I tliink it should seiwe the 
furs to hold them on the public street. 

22.832. WhyP — I think it selves tho fair, because 
“0 people me at liberty to havo the cattle everywhere 
they wish along tho road. 

,, ^>833. Do you think it is bettor to hold the fahs on 
the streets than have them in a properly enclosed ftiir 
the same as in other towns, with shelter accoin- 
moMhon for tho people P — ^There is large aocom- 
^Mtion in the atreoto. Nobody would g^e them a 

22,834. I am not asking os to the poaaibility of being 
Mcommodated. It is a general question. Is it your 
that the proper place to hold foh-s is in the 
•wwtep— Yes; because it does not inteiTere with the 
isiung m any shops. 


22.835. Does it intevfero with tho passagu to and fro 
of the people ? — It does not. It is uot the slightest 
harm iu the world. 

22.836. You are a farmer yourself? — I am a fhrmer 
living within two miles of the town. 

22.837. Do you bring most of your stock to this 
place? — Indeed I do. There is one tiling the oustom 
man here charges custom on goods he hua uo right to 
charge, because what is sold in tho country nud goes to 
the stores he charges tolls. 

22.838. On what commodities P — On fowl and all 
these things. If a mrai who deals in fowl bays in the 
country, he will bo charged threepence a< butt fur 
them. 

22.839. How many would be in the bnttP — If only 
two ho would charge ns mneb as if thei'O were 20 
in it. 

22,8’40. Whatever quantity yon send in ho charges 
twopence, aud over 20 threepence P — If there was only 
one in it it would be twopence all the same. 

22.841. How does ho collect ihc charge? — Ho goes 
to the stores. 

22.842. He goes to tho stores and asks how many 
they receivcil ? — Yea. 

22.843. Is it the buyer pays tho charge ?— No, but 
the seller. 

22.64-t. Is ho always about thu stoves ? — ^Yes, 
walKdiing every person chat oomes in. 

22.845. Is that every day of the week ?— Every day. 

22.846. When did he commence that? — When 
Robiuson commenced to buy fowl, for the lost couplo 
of years. 

22.847. Was the payment of that ever resisted P — 
There waa no fowl brought into Kinsule until that 
man began to buy them. 

22.848. Do yon thiuk that is on objectionable prac- 
tice ?— I think ib is very wrong. 

22.849. How long is it in existence P — It « about 
five or six years, but I think it is very wrong to make 
that charge of threepence. 

22.850. Fowl oro not exposed hei-e. They are only 
sent by private contract to the private store V — Yes. 
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22 851 Does tliat praotico exist relative to any other 
eommodityP-If yon hring in a Uttjo bit ot butter or 
anything lito that, and go ahont the street, ho mil 


charge a penny. 

22,852. Is that only when he weighs P—Withont 
weighing at all be charges. 


22,853. Do yon ever bring it in?— No. 


22,854. Did he erer chai’ge yon ?— No. 

22 855 He said if th e batter was brought in hci-c and 
weighed he ohargea, but if brought iu hei-o and sold 


elsewhere ho would uotP — If I sold in a shop he went 
after me, but I did not givo it to him. 

22,856-T. Did ho over do that with yoa P — Indeed ha 
did, although I did not givo him tho money. 

22,858. Did ho over Hoir.o on the goods of any of tho 
people P — Ho did not seize on me. 

22,858. On the other people P — I could not say. i 
will not tell a Ue. 

22,860. Is tboi'o any othm* goutlcmcn who has any 
ovidonco lo givo or roinoi-ks to uJIbv relative to this 
inquiry P — No answer. 


1?he inquiry then toiminated. 


MIDLETON-CO. CORK. 


With reference to my inquiry in Midleton on the 22nd November 1888, 1 beg to 
report as follows : — 

Midleton is situated in the county of Cork, about 13 milos from the city. It is a 
station on the Cork andToughal and QueeD8to^7n direct railway line. Tho town is 
neatly situated, and has a prosperous appeaa'ance. I’oimerly it had a very good 
general trade, which has, however, decayed within latter years. Tho Local Govern- 
ment is vested in Town Commissioners, and the population is 3,358. 

The market day is Saturday. The fairs are held on tho ficoond Monday of each 
month. 

Tolls are levied at all the fairs and likewise at the markets, except on hay, sb’aw, 
and turnips, upon which weighing charges only are levied. 

A toll board is erected at the fairs, but none at the markets. Beams and scales and 
two weighing-machines have been provided. 

At the fairs the toll is on the enti*ance of each animal to tho fail*. The toll on fish 
is collected every day. 

The market rights and tolls are the property of the Viscount Midleton, who has the 
tolls at the fairs sublet to a fair committee under lease dated 19bli May 1888 for 60 years 
at the yearly rent of 602. The owner is in the immediate receipt of the tolls and 
charges at the markets. 

The public records disclose two patents to have been granted for the town of 
Midleton. The first it dated the 3rd April 1718, and authorised one Thomas Broderick 
to hold faira on the 24th June and 26th March. The second is dated 28th September 
1887, and authorised Viscount Midleton to hold ten additional fairs on the second 
Monday of each month, and subsequently the two fairs previously granted for the 
24th June and 26th March were altered to the second Monday of each month 
respectively. 

No tolls were granted under the patent dated 28th September 1887, 

No express authority seems to have been granted for the markets, and I was unable 
to find any record of the other patent mentioned at the inquiry. 

In accordance with my instructions I have inspected the fair green and market 
places. 

The fairs are held in a spacious and admirably fitted up fair gi’een. It is enclosed 
by a stone wall, and divided into sections for horses, cattle, and sheep. In the horse 
paddock leaps are provided in order to test the qualities of the animals brought for 
sale to the fairs there. Pens are erected for the cattle and sheep, and these afford 
great convenience and accommodation to those frequenting the fairs. The extent of 
the green is about four acres. It is situate near the Court House and quite close to 
the town. At the other side of the road and alongside a river a green, for the pig 
is enclosed by a low stone wall. It is about two acres in extent. Owing to the soft 
nature of the soil it was evident that on a wet day sellers and purchasers were certain 
to undergo some inconvenience from the mud and filth that would accumulate. Apart 
from this, however, the place is suitable. The pig fair is also held on the public road 
between the two fair greens. 

There is no shelter accommodation provided at either of the fail’ greens, and this 
want was complained of. 

The butter market is held in an enclosed space at the rear of some houses in tbs 
main street, the entrance being through a large gate. It is paved aud fitted up mth 
slated sheds for the sale of butter. A scales is provided for weighing purposes. Tbs 
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place 18 kept in good order and presented a clean and suitable appearance on tlie day 
of inspection. At either side of the covered entrance to this marJiet stalls are placed 
^rliere meat is disposed of. 

The fowl and egg market is an enclosed space situate on the main street. A long 
covered shed for the accommodation of those frequenting the market is provided, but 
the space for oars is insufficient. There is only one entrance to this market, which is 
enclosed by a low stone wall sun*ounded by iron railings. 

Tlie corn and potato market is situate in a different street, but not far distant from 
the others. It is enclosed and provided with sheds and weighing accommodation. 
The size of the market is considered large enough for its purposes. Por commodities 
not disposed of storage accommodation is available. 

The markotablo cominoclitioa for the exposure of which no enclosed buildings are 
provided, such as fish, vegetables, &c., are sold about the public streets. 

When commodities are weighed the weight is marked on the bags, but a ticket is 
given if required- 

Previous to 1887 six fairs wore held in Midletoii, and as no legal authority was 
gi’anted for some of them, the inhabitants for live or six years resisted the payment 
of the charges which had been levied. Legal proceedings were instituted by Lord 
Midleton, but happily the question has been amicably settled by express legal authority 
having been obtained for these and additional fairs, and a lease of the charges thereat 
made to trustees for the benefit of the town. The charges have also been considerably 
reduced, as a comparison will show. 

The removal of cast-olothos and other standings off tho public streets was sti'ongly 
advocated by those attending the inquiiy on the ground that they are at present an 
inconvenience and dangor to the community. 

Appended will be found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

John J. O’Mbaua, 

45, Lower Moiuit Street, Dublin. Assistant Commissioner. 


Midleton, 22nd November 1888. 


J. Fj^AOSG FlTZGEaALD 

22.861. Ton aro agent to Lord Idldlctou P — Tee. 

22.862. Lord ilidletou ia tho owner of tlio market 
rightg and tolls horo ? — Lord Midloton is the omior of 
the market rights and tolls under two patents. The 
first patent is ono fur the markets only in Midleton. 

22.863. What is tho date of it P — 1671, in tho 32nd 
year of the roigu. of Charles tho Second. 

22,804>. Does it si'ieeify the (Liys of the week on which 
the markets aro to be hold P — It s^cuilies almost nothing. 

It giroB Lord Midleton tlio right to the tolls and 
ma^ots and conrts in coniiuxion with tho estates and 
lands granted to him. There is a second patent which 
Bpecifies two faii-s to be hold on two thiys specified in 
this patent. Tho date of that patent is tho 27th May 
in the fourth year of Gcorgo tho First, about 1754. 

22.865. Does that specify tho dates on which the 
fairs are lo ho hold P — ^It states the dates on which two 
patent fail's ni'e to bo hold, and it makes no reference 
to the others. 

22.866. What are the dates? — Tho 26lh March and 
the 24th Tune. 

22.867. Does that patent gire tho right to collect 
toUs on these dates r — It docs, and it chiu'gos Lord 
Midleton vrith a qiiitrout or crown rent. 

22.868. What is it P — Six slullings and cightpenee a 
year. I may add that subsociuently we hod an extension 
of that patent made by the Privy Uonnoil on the 28th 
September in tho ycai* 18OT. This oxtoiuls the j)atent, 
grouting additional fairs, but it does not gi-aut tolls 
on the additional fnirs. 

22.869. Are tho addition.il fairs specified ? — They ai'C 
hold on tho second Monday of ovoiy month. There 

12 fnirs altogechor, except tho tivo months in 
■which the patent faii-u m-o hold. 'Ten now fairs oi’C 
granted. 

22.870. These aro held on the second Mondw in 
every month with tho exception of Mni-ch and Juno, 
and the one in March is held on tho 26lliP — It has 
leally been held on tho second Monday for public 

convenience. 

22.871. Was that alteration made lost year? — It was 
niode in 1887 when tho additional fau'.s were gx'onted. 

22.872. Was the olumge mado in the dates of the 
two old fairs last yearP — Thore is no change. It is for 
convenience they are hold on those days. 
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, Esip, J.P., examined. 

22.873. Was it last year the chaoge was made? — 
Last year our fairs were upset by a certain political 
distnrbanee, bat we have only commenced to hedd 
fairs within the lost six months. 

22.874. Havo the fairs been in abeyance for any 
period P — ^Tes, for five years they were held and no 
charge was made. 

22.875. Frevions to the grant of the additional fairs 
wore thore only two fairs held? — ^Thore were 12 fairs. 
Tlioro was a public meetiug held, and Lord Midleton 
was rei^uisitionod to hold nddicio^ fails which were 
hold, but they were not legal fairs. That was before 
I liccamo aguut. After waiting for some time, some 
fonr years, to seo whether the pnblic would come to a 
sense of the loss they were inflicting on themselves, wo 
took legal jn'ucoudiugs against certain persons who 
were ringleodci's in upsetting the fairs. 

22,870. What was the cause that led to the litigatiou P 
— Notices were puhlished by tho secretair of the local 
Land League that no tolls should be paid at the fairs 
and that the fairs would be held in the public streets 
instead of the fair-grocn. 

22.877. They were anxious that the fairs should be 
hold on tho ])ablic sti-eetP — It was done and they would 
not allow any tolls. 

22.878. That is they agitated against tho payment of 
a toll P — Yob, the entrance fee. 

22.879. It was on entrance charge you Lad P — On the 
new fairs there was an enti'anco fee. 

22.880. The tolls .it pi'csent chatged are an enU'ancs 
fee ? — 'The old tolls were never charged in my time. 

22.881. Previous to the gi-ant of tho new fairs were 
the tolls levied ou evei'y fhu' ? — ^Previous to the grant 
of the new fails it seems they had been established by 
custom withont any legal authority — four additional 
faire — and these have been held for many years; I 
believe about 50 years. There is no record of the time 
at which only two fairs were held. 

22.882. But they have been held for a lengthened 
period P — Six fairs have been held for a vci-y long 
time. 

22.883. Were tolls ooUeoted at the six P — Yes. 

22.884. Are tolls collected on the whole 12 now P — 
There is a stallage oi’ entrance fee collected on tho 12. 
The tolls during ifiie time the six fairs were held wore 
let to a middleman or lessee. 
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2-3 88u I believe you have the fairs let out at present P 
— W'itbui tbo last fow months vre have been 
an-ansements with trustees of the town, riret of all 
we proposed to let them to the Town qomnmBioncva 
and found, as they were under a limited Act, that thej 
had not the power to actruire them 
trustees were appointed at the request ot Lord Midkton 
and a lease made to them, and they are_ to deal with the 
profits precisely as if they wero rates in the town and 
expend theiu for tho benefit of the town. 


22.886. Have yougob the particulars of tho lease and 
the date of ttP— can give you the lease if yon 
wish. 


22.887. Have you ever seen it yourself ?— Yes. 

22.888. Are there any speciid covenauts in it?— Thero 
arc some of tho ’essees here. 

22,869. Ton have not got the date of that lease?— 
No ; there is nothing very particular in it that I 
veuiember. 

22,890. 'VTh.ab is the rent it is subject to? — Sixty 
pounds a year. 

22,801. Are you aware of tho valuation of the tolls of 
the fairs?— The tolls of the fairs are valued at 55/. 

22.892. Have the trustees to pay the rates and 
taxes ?~They have to pay the usual tenants rotes and 
taxes. 

22.893. You allow tho ordinary reduction P — ^Tes; half 
poor rates and county cess. 

22,89-S. In the lease to them is it sol out how they are 
to apply the surplus P— No, except in general tonus that 
they are to apply the profits for the benefit of the town 
the same os town rates. 

22.895. What is tho term of the lease ?— Sixty years. 

32.896. Tho markets are under the immediate control 
of Lord ilidlcton ? — ^Yes. 


22.897. Whom have you engaged to manage thorn P — 
The weigh-mnster, Mr. Edward Hanly. 

22.898. What market buildings have you provided 
here in the towup — The meat market, butter market, 
potato market, and fowl and egg market. 

22,699. Where are these markets held ? — They are in 
the town. The fowl market is close to the town hall. 

22,900. Are they enclosed P — Entirely enclosed. 


22.910. Have yon a toll board erocted ? — There is a 
toll hoard nt tho ontrauce to tho fairs. 

22,910a. Have you a toll board for the market P— Pot 
the fairs only. 

22.911. Yon have none at all for tho market P — There 
were old toll boards up when they wore let to Mr. Keene, 
abont 60 years ago. There were a numlior of articles 
specified, but they were not charged on. 

22.912. What is the market day ?— Saturday. 

22.913. Only Saturday ? — Yos. 

22,914i. Any oQier days ■marketable commodities are 
not sold P— They fwII on Friday. 

22.915. 1 preanmo tlicrc are no legal proceedings 
going on now. Has the mattor boon settled by the 
tolls having been loaaod to tho trimtoes P — The trustees 
arc only installod to collect tho tolls at the fairs. The 
markets aro still on Lord Midleton’s Inmls. 

22.916. I would Uko to know fi'om you the capital 
oxpendltnro made by Lord Midluloii in providing the 
buildings in connexion with the mivrkota and fairs P— 
The actual oxponclituiu sbioo I have boon agent is 
1,0171. 7s. 8d. 

22.917. Could yon aegregato that amonntp — I could 
glvo yon the items, but I have not got them here. 
That does not iuoludo tho mavkot house and new fowl 
market. 

22.918. Do you know how that l,000t. was oxpoudedP 
— Portion of it was expended in bnildiug the fowl 
market during Mr. Scott’s agency, and that cost 3601. 
Tho rest has been oxf^endod on tho I'air green aud fitting 
up the moat moi'kot, which bus bocu ulterocl. 

22.919. Docs that include tho v;0ue of the sites of 
these markets P — No ; that sum docs not include the 
buildings on it before the markot house and potato 
market. I value these at 1,2091. That would oe the 
additional cost of tho buildings in odilibion to tho 
expenditure of 1,0171. 

22.920. Supposing tho markets wore not on these 
sites, how would tho ground be utilised, or c'juld it be 
utiliBed for building purposes P — ^Yos. The site of the 
town ball conld bo utilised for building purposes, acd 
the site of the fowl and potato mai kut. The fair green 
has been always used as a fair green from time im- 
memoriid, and could not bo used for building purposes. 


32,901. Have you any rules in the mniket confining 
the exposure of aU marketable commodities to &is 
bnildingP— No, we have not. Fish, vegetables, and 
cast clothes ore sold on the pnblic street. 

22,f'02. Have you any mles connected with the 
•market at all ? — ^No printed rules or regulations at all. 

22,903. Then can tho people who bring in butter, 
pototoes, fowl, eggs, or meat expose them for sale on 
the public thoroughfare P — ^As a matter of fact they do, 
but they have no legal right to do so. I know some 
ljutter is weighed at private houses. 

22, 9W. Are tolls collectedon these ? — No; onlywhat 
goes to the market. 

22,005. Isnpposeyou have not had an opportunity 
of bringing the queries before Lord MidlotonP — Ho 
saw the primed questions, and X comnmnicated with 
him abont them. They are answered. 

23,9i06. I snppose you would be able to give me Lord 
Midleton's opinion on auy of the questions ? — Lord 
MidleTon is of opinion that, it would be advisable tliat 
public authorities should have tho right to acquire tho 
rights of the markets, with tho market tolls ; that the 
fairs and markets shonld belong to some in-operly con- 
stituted pnblic authority, giving compensation for any 
vested interests. 

22,907. Lord Midlefcon is of opinion that that would 
be the most advisable course to adopt ? — ^Yes. 

22,9C8. Have yon bad any connexion with fairs and 
markets other than those m Midloton ? — No, I have 
not. I have one small properly, where fairs are let by 
lease, but I have no connexion with it except reoeivine 
the rent. 

22,909. Do you think that would be the most desir- 
able course to adopt throughout the conutry, to have 
tho co^itrol of the markets and fairs vested in the local 
authorities ?— Decidedly. I think the public authority 
constituted in a town is tlxe proper authority to have 
the control of the markets laid fauu. 

Printetl image digitised by the University t 


22.921. All the ihirs have alway's been hold on the 
fair green ?— Yes, always hold on the fair gi-een. 

22.922. Gould yon give me yonr average receipts and 
expenditure in connexion with tho market? —The 
average given is given in tho qnory sheet, including 
three yeai-s no toUawere tiikmi. Ifrom 1877, when I 
came hove first, I can giro you the receipts down to the 
time they were stopped in Juno 1881. 

22.923. Yon have got tho avonigo for that iKsriodP— 
I can give you the total for each month. Perhaps 
that would be better. In 1877. from six fhirs, 
61?. 15s. lOtl. 

22.924. From tho fairs alone P— Yes, and the cost of 
oolleotioii %vns 7?. 5s. 2d. In 1878, from 13 fairs the 
receipts wero 175i. 5s. 5d. ; costofcollootion, IW. 19s.l Od- 
in 1879 tho rocoipts wero 1 91?. 7s, 7il. j cost of eolleotion, 
19?. 12s. 8i?. In 1880 the rooBijits wore 174?. 3s. ; the 
cost of oollcotiou, 19?. 12s. Pi-om January to June 
they wei-o disturbed, and tho rocciiiLs wero 70?. 8s. for 
the half yoivr, and tho cost of eolleotion, Gl. 2«. <ki. The 
total receipts from Juno 1877 to Juno 1881 were 
672?. 13s. 10(?., and tho total coat of collectiou for that 
period was 76?. 2s. 

22.925. Have you got tho rocoipts from the markets P 

— Yea. They wore leased up to October 1877, and 
from October 1877 to December 1877 tho reoeipts wero 
32?. 15s. id. ; cost of collection, 71. 12s. For 52 weeks 
from Doooinber 1877 to Dooembor 1888, tl.o receipts 
amounted to 125?. 144. ; cost of collection, 39?. Os. 3d. 
In 1879 they woro 164?. Is. Bd . ; cost of eolleotion, 
43?. 19s. 6i?. In 1880 167?. 16s. 3d. cost of collection, 
40?. 2s. 2d. In 1881 168?. 14s, 9d. ; cost of eolleotion, 
33?. 9s. lit?. Li 1882, 152?. 7s. 2d. ; cost of collection, 

42?. 7s. lid. In 1883. 130?. 6s. 9d.; cost of collection, 

46?. 4s. 2d. In 1884, 145?. 6s. 2d. ; cost of collectbn, 
51?. 16s. In 1885, 138?. Os. Hd. ; cost of collection, 
38?. 4s. Id. In 1886, 138?. 17s. 9d. ; coat of collection, 

46?. 5s. 6d. In 1887, 137?. 12s. 7d.; cost of colloction, 

.45?.lGs.4<?. : . 
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22 926. Atq the accoauts closed iii Deeomboi- of each 
Tear P— Yes. That cost of collocidon does not include 
repairs, rates, or taxes. 

^,927. Are there any auluries to be paid ? — Tes, tho 
weighmastors’ and toll-collectors’ wagoB. The prodts 
in &kt include the -vreokly roiUB received. 

22 928. The i-oceipts from all soorcea in coimoxion 
Trith’the markets P — Tes. 

22.929. Hiitb you got the parhioulara of tho average 
capital expenditure, suoh aa for new buildings and 
repairs other than that for t he p ast threo years or tho 
three years np to Decombor 1877 P— I pat that into tho 
sum of l.Om 

22.930. Tliat would bo the total capital axpendituro, 
but (That wonld bo tho average expendituro in thoso 
years for iH^piiirs or expouscs uthor than tho ealarioe 
mentioned P — We could give yon from 1855 down for 
the capital exponditm-o. Tho lost three years the fairs 
having been upset, thero was nothing done to the fair 
green. 

22.931. That will go into tho capital expenditm-e in 
providing market .'ind fair accommodatiou ? — Yes, but, 
os regards the repairs, there wero no repairs doue to 
the premises within the last threo years. 

22.932. Within the last three years you hod actual 
control of them; what waa tho average cost of tho 
repairs ? — About 35(. or 401. 

22.933. The average in tho year ? — Yea, in painting 
and small vepaire. I have oxoloded tho ropaii's from 
the sum I have given you as tho capital expenditure. 

22.934. That is, tho uccesaury repairs required each 
year have amounrod on an average, for tho lost three 
years you had control, to 35Z. or 401. P — Yea. It went 
as high as 801. one year, and went os low as SI. & 6 . 
another year, bnt it would be about from 35s. to 401. a 
year. 

22.935. That was not spent in providing additional 
buildings P — No ; it was for keejiing up the present 
buildings— painting, repairing, tarring the panels, and 
repairing the gates. 

22,986. Have yon provided a weigh-bridge capable 
of weighing cattle P — ^Yes. It was provided by Lord 
^dleton, bnt the trustees pay back the cost of m'coting 
that out of the receipts. 

22.937. The trustees have to recoup Lord Midleton 
what it cost P — ^Yes. 

22.938. By annual instalments P — As they get it in. 

22.939. In addition to the 601. a year rent P — Yea ; 
it is the hrst charge after the rent. 

22.940. What was the cost of the machiueP — The 
weigh-bridge cost 621. ; that is the cattle weigh-bridge ; 
but there is another for weighing coal. 

22.941. Now as to th^o markets that are held on 
the public thoroughfare, wonld you approve, or do you 
think it wonld bo desirable to connue them to tho 
market buildings P — Certainly, if there were suitable 
huildiiiga. It would bo most duslrablo to ostabllsh ii 
Ash market. 

22.942. Wero any representatious ever made to you 
or to Lord Midleton to get the police to remove them 
to the buildings, or do tho buildings oxist at all of 
which they could avail themselves P — Thero arc no 
hnildinM which would suit. There would have to be 
new buildinge. 

22,!)48. Is it your opinion that all markotablo 
Mmmodities should be confined to enclosed market 
buildings, and byelaws made confining the sale and 
exposure of these commuditios in these buildings alone P 
— Certeinly. It is also the custom hero, which is very 
objectionable, to expose for sale old clothes, audit seems 
to me that is a souroo of great danger from infection. 
Nobody knows where they come from. 

22,944. Do they expose them on market days? — On 
market and fair days. 

Are charges collectod from these P — Yes. We 
get la. from each. 

I 69796, 
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22.946. What return do thoy got for the penny? — 
They ore allowed to expose them on the street. 

22.947. But at present there is no place they could go 
to or avail themselves ofP — No. There is a roomm 
which they might bo compelled to go, bnt it is the 
costom fTOtn time immemorial to remain on the street. 

22.948. Do yon think it would improve the town if 
that course were adopted, of having ^ese commodities 
and all marketable commodities confined to on enclosed 
space P — Most decidedly. 

22.949. And their removal would not meet with any 
great opposition from the traders of tho town or the 
members of any particular trade? — The ti-aders of the 
town, would be in favour of it, but the people who 
expose the oommoditios wonld be against au cuolosod 
space. The fish should ho removed oil' the street. 

22.950. You have no fish market P — ^No fish market. 

22.951. They only expose commodities on the public 
street where there arc no eucloBed spaces for them P — 
Yes ; fish, vegetables, and cast clothes. 

22.952. They do not expose any of the commodities 
on the streets whore yon Wve markets for them pro- 
vided P — No j tho butter is bought by factors. That 
goes into the market, and the people have no object hi 
having that exposed. 

22.953. Do thoy go about the town with lump butter P 
— No; they go into the market place. Thero is no 
toll taken on tho lamp batter smd to be consumed 
in tho houses in the town. 

22.954. Have yoa any suggestions to make affecting 
any of tho Midlcton fairs or markets?— I entirely 
agree with Lur'd Midleton’s view, that whenever thei'O 
ia a competent public body in a town they should have 
the right to manage the tolls and markets. 

22.955. Why did you arrive at that opinion. Do you 
think the united efforts of all the gentlemen composing 
that board would tend to work the markets and fkira 
better and more to the satisfaction of those frequenting 
them than an individual ? — 1 think it is desirable that 
it should bo done where there is a competent public 
body. Unfortunately the town commissioners have 
not the power to acquire them, hut it would be very 
desirable they shonld be given the power. 

22.956. Have you. formed any ideos as to the levying 
of a toll, or do yon think the exaction of a toll in any 
•way acts as a dotorronb on people bringing their com- 
modities or onimula to the markets or fairs?— Not the 
least; I heard it said where the accommodation is pro- 
vided jieople would not object to pub a toll on over and 
over again for the sake of convenience. In an enclosed 
fair green, where there are no enclosed pens, it wonld 
take double the number of men to mind a dozen bead 
of cattle, whereas one man can mind 20 or 80 head in 
the pens. 

22.957. Do von think the system of obarging on tho 
animals entering the fair green works better than the 
largo chaige levied on animolB actually sold ? — 
Decidedly better. 

22.958. You think so P— Yes, it puts a stop to 
disputes. There U constant wrangling at the gates or 
gaps where the tolls are taken on l£e £a.les. 

22.959. That course was adopted at all the fairo 
previous to their getting into the hands of the Mr 
oommittee P — Yes. 

22.960. You never levied tolls on the exit of the cattle 
from the fair green? — ^Not since we got them up from 
the late lessee in 1877. They were levied on the sales 
by the lessee Mr. Keane. 

22.961. On the ealcs only P— Yes. 

22.962. When did his tenancy cease? — In October 
1877. 

22.963. Previous to that tho tolls were levied on the 
Bales P— Yes. ^ere was no accommodation in the 
fair green. 

22.964. Were you acquainted witiithe estate in 1877 P 
X became acquunted in 1877, 
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22.9j 5. Have you any recoUaction of wLat took pljce 
•wieii the altci-ation was made P "Wafl it opposed by the 
faraers who hroaght animalB here P— Tt was in con- 
tomplatiou before 1877 to establish six 
agreed at a meeting to assist " 

coUecting the tolls if there was any difficulty aboat 


them. 

22,066. Did yon meet with any great opposition m 
the altonition ?— No opposition. 

^2 967. Would yon say that the great per-centnge of 
animals hronght into the fairs are sold P— Tes, a peat 
per-centaare. This is a -very convenient centi'c, ana we 
have very large fairs. 


22.968. Could yon give too any approximate idea ot 
the pov-oeutaga of nnimala sold P— I could not, because 
taUng the entrance tec wc were not interested, but the 
railway would give yon tho quantity sent over it on a 
fai * day. If the prices wove good thoy would be all 
sold, but Bometiraoe a peat many would go bock nnaold. 
It is very bard to give an average. 

22.969. I Bupposft tbe receipts from the woigh-bridge 
arc raontioued in the return yon have given me P— Ym, 
tbe total receipts. In giving yon the capital oxpendil 
tnte I find I omitted an itonv of 91Z., and I do not know 
if you took down tho estimivtod cost of tho town hall 
potato market. 


Mr. Edwaud Eai 

2'^ 970 Ton manage the markets for Lord Midlcton P 
-Ido. 

•22,971. Who else is in the employment of Lord 
Midlctoii in counexiou with the markets P -Only mj-self. 
There are two or three of his men there on Satiuday 
morning to assist in collecting the tolls at the fowl Md 
butter market — two in the fowl market and two m the 
batter market. 

22.972. What duties do you perform ? — ^I superintend 
the whole lot. 

22.973. Have yon got a weigh-master for the butter P 
—Tes. 

22.974. Who ia he P— Both these men weigh in tho 
butler market. There are three small scales there. 

22.975. Mention the different marketable commodities 
broualit in on Saturday, whether there is any toll 
collected on them or not?— There is fowl, butter, 
potatoes, I'egetables, fish, old clothing, cooperage, 
earthenware, standings with handkerchiefs, haskote, 
and fruit. 

22.976. Is corn brought in P— Com don’t come to me 
at all. The seed corn hi the spring comes and tolls are 
taken on it. 

22.977. Are hay and straw brought in? — Hay and 
straw does not come to mo. It comes in. Then there 
is salt meat and pigs' feet. 

22.978. Ton have no schedule of the charges on those 
different commodities created in the market place? — 
Wo collect a penny on each. 

22.979. We will take halter first. Does the butter 
come in firkins P — ^No, all in roUa. 

32.980. What do yon charge on batter? — A penny 
per roll from one pound to twenty or over. If weighed 
it is only a penny charge. 

22.981. If a half-pound were brought in, would you 
levy any charge? — ^Tes, if it goes on the scale, a 
penny. 

22.982. Then you charge a Muuy on a half-pound, 
and the same on 20 ponncB ? — ^Exacuy, as long as it is in 
separate rolls. 

22.983. Was a half-pound ever brought in?— No ; 
never lower than, two or three pounds. 

22.984. Is this butter sold before weighed at your 
scales ? — It is sold and weighed at the scales. 

•22,985-6. It ia sold previous to weighing P— Yes. 

22.987. Do they expose it for sale in the batter mar- 
ket P— Tes. 

22.988. They do not go around the town ?— No ; they 
go straight to the butter market. 

22.989. Snopoaing they exposed it for sale in your 
market, bnt aid not weigh at your scales, a person say. 
ing, "I will take that roll for so moeV’ would you 
seek for your penny charge P— Yea, I would charge it 
as long as it is bought, whether weighed or not. Tho 
scales axe there, and let thom me them. 

^,990. Supposing they did not go to the butter 
market, but effected a sale to a shopkeeper in the town 


av examinod. 

on market day, and did not weigh at your scales, would 
you levy your charge ? — I never followed them. 

22.991. Ifitcamo to your knowledge ?— I would not 
go after them. 

22.992. Supposing the butter is brought to a private 
shopkeeper in tho town on Saturday, and the butter 
market is not availed of for standing in it, or your 
scales, would you seek for tlio charge P — The butter 
market ia available. If tho buttor comes into the market 
and is taken out again into a ]irivatc honso or to a abup. 
keeper, it is followed, us long as it comes into the 
market. 

22.993. If it Ls not brought to tho market at all, but 
sold ontsido P — If wo could see it wc would look for the 
charge. 

22.994. If the sale camo to yonr knowledge, would 
you seek for your charge ? — I wonld follow it up. 

22,905. This charge of a pomiy is what you might 
call custom ? — Yos. 

22.996. You could not call it a weighing chai;ge when 
yon collect it and do nob render any sorvico ?— Tea. 

22.997. Do yon weigh tho butter yourselfp — No. 

22.998. Wbat scales or facilities du you ati'ord for 
weighing tho butter P — ^Thore ai-e throe scales, and you 
can weigh from 28 pounds to two ounces, or to holt' an 
ounce. 

22.999. When they ai'c woigbing, what is tho smallest 
weight yon weigh down to P Do yon weigh to a quarter 
of a pound P — Wo can, and an onnee. I cannot answer 
that question, because I do not think there is anything 
weighed there but big lumps. Thoro ia no small ; but 
it ia oustomary for all morchants or people dealing in 
butter to buy there. 

23.000. Supposing tho actual weight of a roll of 
butter was six pounds thioo uuncos, wonld you it 
air pounds throe ounces, or only six pounds? — Six 
punnds throe ounces. 

23.001. You would weigh to an onneoP — ^Yos, and 
always do. 

23.002. Then you give tho actual weight of tho roEF 
Yes. 

23.003. And you put tho ounce weight into the 
scales? — ^Yos. 

23.004. Is thore any doduotion from that weightP— 
No. I do not know what ogroomonb there may be 
between buyer andsollor. 

23.005. For any salt around UP — No j there is 
nothiug there when tho buttor is xmt into the scEdes. 

28.006. Or any deduotiou for the butter that clings 
to the scales? — ^No, wo have nothing at 'all to say to 
that. 

23.007. Do you give a ticket P — Wo do. 

23.008. Is that a printed form P — ^Yes. 

23.009. On that ticket what do you putP — Only the 
weight. 

23.010. You do not pot the seller’s name P— No. 
The ticket is something like tho one produced, but a 
smaller form. 
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Tfae following is a copy of tlio triukot in mo • — 


VISCOUNT MIDLETOIfB ESTATE. 

VISCOUNT hUDLETON’S ESTATE 

VISCOUNT MIDLETON’S ESTATE. 

MmLETOX BiiTTKn Market. 

Midletox Buttku M.uikht. 

Miouctok Bcttek Mauket. 

No. of Docket 

day of 188 . 

Seller’s Name 
Buyers’s Name 
No. of Robs 

Weight 

No. of Docket 

tiny 0 / 188 . 

Seller'll Namo 
Buyer's Name 
Na of Kolia 

Ibi. ou. 

Weight 

No. nf Docket 

day nf 188 . 

Seller's Nanio 
Buyer’s Name 
No. of Bolls 

lbs. ozs. 

Weight 

*. d. 

@ per lb., Amt. of Toll 

laitiala of Weighmoster 

*. d. 

<§ per lb., Amt. of Toll 
Initials of Weighmaster 

r. d. 

@ per lb., Amt. of Toll 

Ini dais of Weigfanuister 


23. 011. Do you keep a block of tho ticket P — No, 
they arc never used. They tear them up. 

23.OII0. Ton never keep any record ? — No. 

23.012. If they lo30 tho ticket hove they to weigh the 
better over again P — They do not lose thorn. They are 
paid and the thing settled before they leave the place. 

23.013. The buyer would not accept the butter until 
ho sees the ticket P — No. 

23.014. Wliat is the charge on fowl? — If a cart comes 
in 2(1. and Id. on a boakot. 

23.015. Is that a standing charge fur ontiy iuto the 
market? — That is a standing charge. 

23.016. But if thoy stand out on ihosto^otP — AVhen 
ibe carts come in with fowl they back in agiuuat the 
side of the Btreer. The collector then goes round and 

S ts 2d. on each cart. The fowl are brought up under 
9 shed and each buyer havinff a portion of the shed 
for his fowl thoy keep tho fowl there until the street 
is cleared. 

23,017. Is that 2d. charged on a cart irrospeotive of 
the number of fowl in ooch P — It is. 

23,018. Yon never consider that at all P — No. 

23,010. What space do yon idiot them in the market P 
—What they reqniie. Each of the fowl merchants takes 
up what he requires. 

23,020. Is that the only charge on fowl ? — Yos. 

23,021. If they sell tho fowl is there any additional 
charge?— No. 

23,022. When du you collect that charge ? — As they 
arrive. It is generally when they sell, because they 
might not have the charge until thoy sold. 

23,023. Supposing a woman having a basket with a 
brace of fowl told you sho had not the charge when she 
arrived would yon wait P — ^Yos. 

23,024. Did yonr culleotor over seize on the fowl? — 
Never seized. 

23.025. A complaint of such a seizure has never been 
made ? — No. In fact they pay the toll free and easy 
with very few exceptions. 

23.026. What is dio charge on potatoes P — Sixpence 
per load. 

23,027. Is that for weighing the load P — Yes. 

23,028. If a load of potatoes were brought in bags 
weigh each individual bagP — The charge is 
ltd. for every single bag up to four bags, and anything 
Over that will go for 6d. 

23,029. If they brought in 10 bags in a load would 
you weigh the entire load for 6d. P — I would have to do 
16 according to the rules of the market. 

23,030. Is there any additional nortorago charge for 
lifting the bags P— No. p s e 

23,031. Who performs that duty? — The farmers them* 
• bolp one another, and if they employ a man they 
give mm tho price of a pint of porter. 

23,032. Do porters attend therefor that purpose P— 

es, but they have nothing to do with us. 

^23,033. Is there any rate of payment for them?— 


23.034. Yon do not compel the farmei’S to employ 
these porters P — ^No 5 I do not meddle with tho buyer 
or seller. 

23.035. Is this charge payable to you whether they 
•weigh ac your scales or not? — I do not charge if they 
do not seu. 

23,086. But if they sell and do not avail themselves of 
your scales do yon charge P — Yes. 

23.037. When do you collect the charges ? — On tho 
carts going out. 

23.038. How do you know what quantity was iu the 
cartP — I do. I kuow the cart coming in, and I am so 
used to them I know what every man ht^. Tho 
market is small, and there is very little ocoommodation 
there. 

23.039. Have yon ever complained of the accommo- 
datiou P — No. About tho spring of the year there is 
a very considerable quantity of potatoes sold on the 
street, as the moi'ket could not accommo^te them. 

23.040. Ai'O all the potatoes sold here hy weight ? — 
Tliey are. 

23.041. At the beginning of the season do they ever 
sell by measure P — ^Never. The second scales la erected 
in the springtime out in the street. 

23.042. Do you collect the charges the same os 
inside? — Yes ; I get the assistance of another man 
with me. 

23.043. Then you have two scales P—Ycs. 

23.044. Yon think that during the season these are 
sufficient for the trade P — 'ITiey oi'e. About three or 
four hoars it takes to weigh, and there is a rush for 
that time. 

23.045. Have yon ever heard complaints of any 
undue delay being caused in asoertaLuiug the weight P 
— ^No. 

25.046. You never heard of such complaints ? —No. 
The scales are there alway'S working. 

23.047. Did you ever hear any such complaints were 
ever made ? — No, I did not in my time. 

23.048. When weighing potatoes do you always 
ascertain the tare of the sa(dr P — Seven pounds are 
allowed. 

23.049. You never actually weigh itP— No; it is 
the custom in the market to allow seven ponuds for the 
potato sack. 

23.050. It is always seven pounds? — ^Yos. 

23.051. Would that be the estimated hu'e if the 
potatoes were brought in on a ftiie day as well as on a 
very wet day when the sack was <»9mpletely saturated 
with wet P — The very same. They take it one day with 
the other. 

23.052. Anything that comes do you weigh the empty 
sack P — No, not the potato suck. 

23.053. If a dispute arises between the buyer aud 
seller do you weigh the gaok then P— I give them the 
oorrency uf the market. 

23.054. Would you refuse ? — Yea, because it would put 
them quarelling. 

A a 2 
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23 055. Would you refuse to ascertain the toe of the 
anok ?— I would not refhse them if they asked or forced 
me to weigh the sack. 


23.056. Supposing you did ascertain the too of the 
sack’ would you charge anything additional P—No; I 
■would tell them the weight of the sack, and let them 
settle the matter themselves. 

23.057. Ton would not charge anything extra P— 


23.058. Supposing a cart came in with only to 
sacks of potatoes, would you charge 6d. on that load ? — 
No. j 35. 

23.059. Three halfpence on each sack P— Tes. 

23.060. When weighing a sack of potatoes what ie 
the smallest weight yon use P— Four pounds. 

23.061. It must be four pounds or nothing P— Tes. 

23.062. Do you give a cast of the beam when 
weighing ? — I break the beam. 

23.063. What is your charge on vegetables ?— A penny 
per basket or twopence a load on cabbage. 

23.064. What would be the value of the smallest 
quantity of vegetables ou which you would charge o 
penny ? — could not give you the value. 

23.065. Is that charged every day or for the week P 
—It is for the week they avail themselves of the 
street. 


23,066. It is on Saturday you collect this charge of 
a penny and twopence P— It is generally collected on 
Saturday by the man who collects at the fowl market. 


23,067. Is that a penny for the market P— No, but 
twopence for the week. 


23,068. Do you coUeot it always on Saturday ? — Tes . 


23.087. And it is the same charge on both days ?— 
Tea. 

23.088. What is the charge on earthenware ? — A 

penny, 

23.089. Irrespective of the quantity they have ?— Tes. 

23.090. Or tho valno of it? — Tea. It is for tie 
standing we charge tho penny. 

23.091. Standings with handkorchiofs P — A penny. 

23.092. What are these standings P Are they etuis? 
— ^Tea. 

23.093. Would yon charge the name thing if a cart 
came in as well oa a small Hlmnding with a couple of 
boar^ raised ou a couple of barrolu P — ^Yea, tho aamo 
charge. 

23.094. What is your ehavgo on bivskots brought in? 
— A penny. 

23.095. Yon have only one rate for everything?-. 
Only one rate. 

23.096. These baskete are aold on tho public streets 
also ? — Tea. 

23.097. la it only on Saturday P— On Saturday tmd 
fair days. 

23.098. On seed com what do you charge P— A penny 
per bag. 

23.099. If a load wore bronghfc in ? — A i>enny per 
bag if it c:r.J;aine(l 12 sacks. 

23.100. Wlial; is tlio taro of the sack? — Sometimes 
they allow four pounds, but they genoially weigh the 
hag, and tliat is doduotod from the ^-uas weight. 

23.101. la it on tho samo aetdoa you weigh the com 
and potatoes P — Tea. 


23.069. If Saturday was the first day they came in, 
would yon collect that penny, and if they came on the 
following Satnrday would you charge another penny 
although they only availed themselves of one day P — 
They would pay that day. 

23.070. Ton never ooUeotany other days of the week P 

— On I do. 

23.071. What is the charge on fish? — Twopence for a 
load of fish. If there is half a load I only charge a 
penny. 

23.072. If they bring fish in a basket what is the 
charge ? — A penny. 

23.073. Do they bring it in baskets? — It was only 
brought three times since I came here. 

23.074. When do you collect the charge? — Every 
day. 

23,fl76. If th^ brought in a basket of fish on Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday P — A penny each day. 

23,076. When do you collect itP — Generally after 
dinner, when they have the money made. 


23.102. Four' pounds is tho estimated tare if the sacks 
aa’Q not weighed? — Yes. 

23.103. What is the lowest weight you use in weighing 
corn P — I weigh corn to one pound. 

23.104. When you weigh tho corn to a pound do you 
give a cast of the beamP — I do, a vory light cast. 

23.105. Anything under a pound weight goes to tbe 
buyer ? — ^T^. 

23.106. Is the corn sold before it is weighed P— It is. 

23.107. If it is sold iu the inavkot, but not weighed, 
you ■would still levy your charge ? — Tea. 

23.108. If not sold at all there, but exposed for sale, 
and the space filled up iu the market for the onti« 
day, and the corn not weighed, would yon still levy 
your charge P — ^No. 

23.109. It is only on tho sale P — Yes. 

23.110. If they do not sell they go froo P — Yes. 

23.111. On fruit what do yon chni'ge ? — A penny. 


23.077. You never collect it before they effect a sals p 
—No. 

23.078. Did you ever do so ? — I never did. 

23.079. Supposing they have not sold the fishP I 

would not charge them. 

23.080. Are these people hawkers who take the fish 
from door to door ? — No j there is nothing like that in 
Midleton. 

23.081. They have all fixed standings P — ^Yea, on the 
street. They take up a position as they come in, with- 
out reference to any place. 

23.082. What is your charge on old clothing ? A 

penny for each owner ; a penny for what a man has. 

23.083. No matter wlto might he the extent of tie 
standing or the quantity of clothing, you woiUd charge 
a penny ? — Only a penny. 

23.084. When do you collect that charge P— In the 
afternoon. That charge on Saturdays is collected by 
■Che fowl market man. 

23.085. Is it when they have effected a sale of any 
clothing P— I never had any difficulty in getting it from 
these people at any time. 

23.086. Is that payable every day in the week ?— No. 
They are not there. They only come on Saturdays and 
fair days. 


23.112. A penny for tho standing P — Yes. 

28.113. Does it go about tho town ? — ^No ; it is on 
the side of tho street. That is a wookly charge. 

23.114. On Saturday you colloct that too P — Yes. 

23,116. What portion of tho day do yon collect 
this charge ou fruit P — Ou Saturday it is collected by 
the fowl man, who brings it to mo somewhere about 
2 o’cl ock. 

23.116. Then aomo of tho fruit lias been sold ?— Yes, 

23.117. Supposing they say they have not got tie 
money, what course do you adopt P — Wo know them, 
and if wo do not get it now we get it again. 

23.118. What is your charge on hay P — Sixpence a 
load. 

23.119. Where do they expose tho hay for sale ?— 0“ 
the street. 

23.120. Do they weigh tho hay on the weighbridge? 
—I have nothing to do with it. 

23.121. That is a weighing charge P — ^Yes. 

23.122. If they do not avail themselves of 
bridge they go free, altho-ugh ttey sell the load P— jeBi 
and weigh it elsewhere. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Soiithiimpton I .ibrary Digitisation Unit 
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



189 


28,123. Do the same obBorvations apply to straw aud 
turnips P — ^Tcs. 

23 124- If a persou sold a load of tnruips oud did uot 
weigh liem at your bridge, would you levy a charge P 
I would not. 

23,125- On meat, what is your charge ? — The stand- 
ings for meat a pomiy, tbo same as tlm othom. That 
oiuy applies to salt meat. 

23,128. On fresh meatP — They p.ay a rent for the 
stalls. 

23.127. What stalls havo yon in ounnoxiou with the 
i)uu.ketP — Three fi-esh-meat stalls, aud they pay a 
weekly rent. 

23.128. What is the rent P — Six shillings a week for 
each stall. 

2-'3,139 Have you stalls for any other commodities P 
-No. 

23.130. WhoTO do they bring the salt meat from P — 
From Cork. 

23.131. Wheredo theybringitP — Outhesidoof the 
street. 

23.132. From what disti'iots are the general commo- 
dities brought ?— From aronitd the countiy. 

23.133. Within what radius P — ^Middleton is supplied 
from nine miles around, 1 should say, on market days. 

23.134. What honr does the market oanallj begin P — 
It begins abotit seven o'clock. Every sort of produce 
comes on Saturday. 

23.135. You are always in a position to weigh at 
Bcveu o’clock P — ^Yes, and hofore it. 

23.136. Do you open tho gates of the market at that 
hour P — I do. 

23.137. Whattimo does it terminate P — Six o’clock on 
Saturday evening. 

23.138. Is that the time you close the gates P — Yes, of 
the meat etalla. 

23.139. Are these markets kept in a clean state by the 
people P — Yes. 

23.140. Immediately after tho market arc they 
cleoned? — Every Saturday os soon as tbo market is 
over they are cleaned out. 

23.141. Who Iroars the ospeuse of that? — Tho man 
who assists me cleans tbo whole of them, and he gete 
the manure for tho cleaniug. 

23.142. Does tho manare he obtains act os an equiva- 
lent for any expense he would be at P^ — It would not. It 
would not bo worth anything. It is so had it is uot 
worth losing time to di’aw it. 

23.143. You havo no Bohodole of the charges erected 
in the market at all p — No. 

23.144. Were comploiuts over mode that your toU- 
coUectors goiug about tho town have demanded any 
larger or higher rates than you have mentioned p — 
Never. 

23.145. No complaints wore ever made P — ^No, because 
that would be the lost of their toU-coUeoting. 

23.146. When weighing potatoes do you evermni’k 
the weight on the side of the hag with chalk P — Ido, 
always. 

23.147. You give 'a ticket and you also mai*k the 
weight on the bag? — I give a ticket if they want it, and 
if tnqr do not I mark it on the bng os soon os the bag 
leaves the soale. 

23.148. Then you only give the ticket when it is 
required?— Yes. 

23.149. You charge nothing additional for the ticket P 
—No. 

28.150. When you weigh the bag do you obtain pay- 
ment of your charge P — im, when the car is going out. 

23.151. Have you a clerk to fill up the tickets P —I 
havo a man weighing, and I fill the tioKets. 


23,134. They go out in the stroota and do go about the 
stroots? — They do. 

23,155. Is there a costom in the muket requiring 
certain conimoditiaa to be sold tlu'ongh brokers agents 
or factors P — As far as the markets arc concerned, no. 

23,166. The farmer bringing his produce is free to 
soil to whom he plcaaas P — Yes. 

23.157. Did you ever hear of any complaints of fore- 
stalling here either in potatoes or fowl? — No. 

23.158. Of ]»oplo goiug out oud meeting the farmerB 
coming inP— Yes, 1 be^ a complaiut of that, that 
is, betwGcu the fowl merobauts. 

23.159. It was only on fowlP — Yes, when there is a 
run of them they go out to meet them, and I bod to 
interfere myself many time. 

23.160. Have tho sellers comniained of thatp — The 
sellers have not. It is tho fowl merchants who have 
complained of it. 

23.161. Supposing, now, the farmer was coming 
in with some fowl, and the buyw went out aud pur- 
chased them on tho road coming in, would you obtain 
any charge P — I would. The sellwfl always pay. The 
merchants themselves have runners, and tbey put their 
hands lute the car and lilt them out and bring them to 
the market. Then, when tbo fowl are taken out, we 
lose a penny, os the oar does not go to the market. We 
charge twopence in place of that aud we only get a 
penny. 

23.162. Docs the farmer permit the mci'chauts run- 
uora to take the fowl out of the car P— Ho does. 

23.163. Are they sold to tho merchants or the runner P 
— I often knew thorn foil in a bargain aud others buy 
thorn then. 

23,104. Who has the proper^ in the fowl when taken 
out of tho oarbP To whom do they belong? — To the 
farmer until handed over to the merchant. 

23.165. Is this prootioe I'esorted to for the purpose of 
avoiding the payment of twopence ?— I do not believe 
it is, T^hero is a certain quality of fowl they require, 
uid there is a run on that. 

23.166. The merchants inspect the fowl when brought 
into the market? — Yes. 

23.167. If he does not like the fowl he will leave them 
there P — Yes. 

23.168. Havo you ever hemd of a mau going out who 
said he was one of the runners, and taking the fowl out 
of the cart oud not turning up with them at all P — ^No, 
never. 

23.169. Have you heard oomplaiuU of aey inaooiuracy 
in tho weights in the markets? — No. They are tested 
twice a year by the police. 

23.170. What is the charge on egm ? — The people 
who bring in the eggs pay nothing. 'They sell them to 
the morobants, and the mexchauts pay a penny a box. 
If there ore six Ijoxcs they pay sixpence. 

23.171. H they do uot effect a sale at all they are 
fi-ee P — Yes. 

23.172. What quantity of eggs would be in the box P— 
Six or seven hundred. They ore large boxes. 

23.173. Any of these commodities mentioned, such as 
eggs, if sold bhroughoub the town, youeoUect the charge, 
although not Ijroughc to the market P — 1 never saw 
them going about tho town j iiud I uevor saw them in 
except on market day, aud they make straight to tho 
Tnnr kftfc where the egg morchanu meet, 

23.174. Do you think, uow, from your experience, if 
other market buildings were erected for the commodities 
exposed on tho public thoroughfare, that the producers 
would avail themselves of them P — 1 believe they would 
have to be compelled. It is very hard to bi'cak them 
off old rules. 

2-3,176. What commodities do you weigh on tho 
bridge? — Hay and straw. 

23.176. And roots of every description ? — ^Yos. 

23.177. You have only fixed charges P — ^Yes. 

23.178. I see on this ticket that you produce, you 
put ^e seller’s name always, aud the buyer’s, aud tho 
name of the cotomodity you weigh, and the gi-oss 
weight P — ^Yes. 


*3,152. You obtain the charge ?— Yea. 

23,153. Yon have no regulation at all confining sH 
these people to this market place P — No. 
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ThefollowiiU} is the iiohet in use ; — 


VISCOUNT MIDLNTON’S ESTATE. 


VISCOUNT MIDLETON’S ESTATE. 


MlDWiTON MAiltET WEIOH-imr»GE. 


MiDLBTON MaRKKT WeIGU-UIUDOE, 


No. of Docket 

day of /Sff 

Seller'* Name, 

Uuyer’s Name, 

Article, 

Owt. qrs. lbs. 

Gross Weight : : 

Weight of Carts... : : 

Net Wiaght : : 


No. of Docket, 

Seller's Nome, 
Btijer’s Name, 
Article, 


day of iSS 


Cwts. (jrs. llii. 

Gross Weight 5 s 

Weight of Curts... : : 

Not Weight s ; 


Q per Tod, Amt. of Toll... 
Initials of Weighmaster, 


(L 


s. (1. 

per Tod, Amount of Toll... 

Signntiiro of Wciglmui-stcr, 


23.179. Ton charge nothing additional for the ticket P 
—No. 

23.180. Did yon ever know any fraud being com- 
mitted by ebanging tbe wheels of the cart after ascer- 
taining the weight, or perhaps changing the entire 
cart ? — ^No. I must say, as far as the people of Midle- 
ton and the surrounding districts are concerned, I never 
come across an honester people. 

23.181. Is there any dedaotion from tbe gross weight 
of a load of hay other than the tare of the cart P — No. 

23.182. Yon allow nothing for its bad state or if the 
weather was very wet P — That is their own matter. 

23.183. Onteide the deduction for the tare, it is a 
matter of arrangement between the boyer and seller P — 
Yes. I do not think I bad any right to do anything 
that way, and never did. 

23,134>. Haro yon a knowledge of any other dodne- 
tion? — No. 

23,185. Do you ever ascertain the contract price 
between the buyer and seUer of the difTcreut commo- 
dities P — No. If they told me to moke out the price of 
a load of hay, I will know how much a ton it is, bnt if 


I weigh foi' them, they will nob toll mo whot it is, and 1 
do not inqiiiro. 

23.186. You never inuuiro for tlio sake of curiosity? 
-No. 

23.187. Supposing it was i-oquirod from the owner of 
tbo market to make a poriodicul return of the cnirent 
prices of the did'eront oommoditics, would it be posiibk 
to obttuu such a rotnrn ? — It would, cortainly. 

23.188. Do you think such a return would bo a pretty 
accurate one P — Indeed, it would. 

23.189. And also of the quantity of the 'diffoi'ent 
commodities brought inP — Yes. 

23.190. In that case you would have to All up your 
block and retain it ?— I always retain the block, cxeopt 
in the batter. 

23.191. On the other commodities you do ? — ^Yes. 

28.192. With the exception of potatoes, when you 
give no ticket at all? — ^Ycs. 

23.193. You always give a ticket in the case of cornP 
—Yes. 


Mr. Ejjhokd Babut examined. 


23,194 Are you one of tbe trustees who hold the 
fair green from Lord Kidleton P — No, I am secretary 
of tbe trustees. 

23.195. Have you got a toll beard specifying tho 

charges ? — Yes, Mr. Fitzgerald told you, there la one 

erected at the entrance of each department. For 
instance, one for the cattle, cue for the uorscs, and one 
for the pigs, and one for the sheep. 

23.196. Have you different portions of the green 
allotted off for each species of animals ? — ^Yes. 

23.197. Are they separated by any wall from oaoh 
other P — They are serrated by a railing and some 
portions by a wall. 

28.198. Tell me the different animals that are brought 
in?— Horned cattle, horses, sheep, pigs, goats, donkeys, 
and lambs. 

28.199. The charges you levy are only on aU animals 
as they enter the fair green P — ^Yea. 

28.200. Arc tbe rates you levy the same rates that 
have been levied any loogtb of time P — The present 
scale is in existence sinoe tfnly. July was tbe first fair 
on which the trustees commcuocd to charge the 
existing scale of tolls, and that scale of tolls I have 
here. 

23.201. The 12 fairs are held on the second Monday 

in each month, and all held in the fair green ? Yes, 

as far ss practicable. In some cases necessarily they 
isiisc extend into the upper portion of the town. At 
all the fairs the fair graen does not afford eufficient 
space. 

23.202. Is it want of space makes them go out on tho 
road?— It is want of space that makes the cars go 


down the town, but cattle or* shoep do not go into the 
town, but the cars do extend into jxirtions of tbo main 
street. 

28.203. Cars with pigs P — Yes. 

23.204. {Mt. Fitzgm alil intorpOHing). I do not think 
the fair green is appropriated for pigs. They jirofer 
standing on tbe street. 

23.205. (WitUtCSB, ooatiuuiug his evidence.) In the 
moniing when tho fair nssomblcs tbo trustees do all 
they can to concontrato the pie fair within a small 
space, and when that space is filled they must necessarily 
file further dowii, and tbo fair hwuIIb later on ontside 
the space which is ovigiixally intended. Then, os tbe 
fair goes on the pai'ties who first arrived the bulk 
of the fair is outside, and they go out tbemselvee 
again. 

23.206. Have you any regnlatiou at tbo fair com- 
pelling these people to go into tbo fair green ?— We 
iried to enforce it. 

23.207. But have you such a rogulation — a written 
one P — No, bat a vei-bal one. 

23.208. Did the polioo give any assistance in remov- 
ing them ofl‘ the public woroughfare P — They have not 
been asked directly. The police are there to provent 
collisions. 

23.209. Do they (tho fairs) cause any obsti'action to 
tho public P — More or loss they do. 

23.210. Do they take up the foot-paths or remain 
only on tho road P— Tho cars are on the road, ond 
necessarily a crowd assembles to the rear of tbe cars 
and block the footways. 
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23 211. Have tho privato inhabitants of tho town 
complained of tho obstrnotiou in going to tho railway 
station? — Oortainly, and it is with a view to have that 
obviated that the truatoes have ooucentratod them on 
the fair green and took them off tho street a< mn'-h na 
possible. 

23.212. What is tho extent of tho fair greon ? — Four 
acres. 

23.213. It ia entirely enclosed P — It is in two pfirts at 
each side of the roatl. 

23.214. This doenmeut pi-oduced is the lease nnder 
which the trn.steo8 hold the fairs ? — Tea. 

23.215. The lease ia dated tho lOihMay 1888, from 
the Bight Hon. Yiacouut Midloton to Thomas Sticphen 
Coppngcr, Chairman of the Town Oommiasionens, 
Edwara Hallinan, William Cogan, Uichnol Henry 
Walsh, Jtoarice Ronagne, and Patrick Lonhy. Whereby 
the lessor ^ntod to the lessees for 60 years from tho 
24tb June 18^, oil the exclusive right of holding fairs 
grautnd by tho two patents upon tho two pieces of land 
in Midleton, the fair green containing three acres, ono 
rood, and thirty-six perches, and tlio jng gi’een con- 
taining 0110 acre and three perohas statute moasnre, 
subject to the yearly rent of 601. The special covenants 
are aa follows : — 

" A special covenant that tho lessees, after payment 
out of tho rooeipts, of the rout, rates, and taxes, and 
cost 0 & collention. and nccossory expeiisea to hold the 
Wi-8, pay unto (ho lessor, hia heirs, ov assigns, tho 
residue of the. tolls to he from time to timo collected 
and received at tho holding of tho said fairs until 
thereby and thoroont of tho said cost of erecting the 
said cattlo pons and weighing machine shall bo ropaid, 
but not to exceed tho sitm of 2001. , and also the cost of 
this deed; and, in oixlor to secure repayment, aaid sum 
of 2001. should be a first charge on tho tolls. And after 
payment of the said necessary exponaos and tho said 
sum of 2001., the residuo shall thenceforth, during this 
term, lie applied and expended in eil'ceting worl^ and 
improvements . for pnblit: pnrposcs in tho to«rn uf 
Hidlcton, to lie approved of liy tho Town Commis- 
Bioucre fur tho timo being in aaid town. T^t they 
shall use tho fair green and pig fair green for the 
purpose of bolding tho I'aira, and for no other purpose 
whatever. 

“And a covenant to uphold the right to hold the 
fairs on the datoa mentioned in the two patouta, and to 
repair. Covenant by tho lessor to repair and make 
good any damage or injury oceasioned to tho premises 
uu any day or times savo such fair days, 

“ Covenant against assigning or aub-letting. 

" Oonditioii that if any of the lessees becomes bank- 
rupt, hia joint interest in tho tolls shall become merged 
iu the interests of tho remaining trustees. 

"Similar condition also in tho case of judgment 
being entered, or judgment mortgage registered, or 
breach of tho covenants of the lessees part contained ; 
and on the death of any of the losseos, or his departure 
■ from the country a now trustee he appointed anbjeot to 
the approval of the lessor; and a condition giving 
liberty to surrender on giving six months previous 
notioe in writing ; and a condition that tho schedule of 
fees and tolk attnohod to the deed are to he the fees 
and tolls collected and reoeived in respoot of cattle, 
pigs, and sheep entored into or going through tho said 
pig fair or cattlo fair groen, and no alteration modo 
therein without tho consent in wnting of tho lessor. 

“ Covenant for qniet onjoymont." 

23,216. What is your charge on cattle, Mr. Barry? — 
Balls, fourponco each. This poster has been 

issued by the trusboes. 

^,217. You produce this as a schedule of the charges ? 
—Yea. That is a copy of tho aohodulo to tho lease. 

23,218. The following is a copy of the schedule of 
charges produced by witness : — 

MIDLETON PAIRS. 

Thb MidTiBtom Moktiilt Pairs 
Having been leased to the trustees, as under — 
^omas S. Ooppinger, JP.. Midleton Lodge, 

“dwfv^ Hallinan, J.P., Avonoore, Midloton, 

Patrick Leahy, Midleton, 

^chaol H. Walsh, Midloton, 

^unce Ronayna. Midleton, 

WiUiftm Oogan, Midleton, 


NotICR is lEEREBV GIVBS’ 

That tho following scbedulo of foes will bo ehurgod 
at oach fair in fnluro. Thoso fairs aro held second 
Monday in each month. 

Ifcxi Fair on Monday, Jidy 9th. 

No other fairs held Loro. 

Horses and moles, 3d. each. 

Bulls, 4d. each. 

Other homed cattle, 2d. each. 

Calves, 1(2. each. 

Cribs containing six or more pigs, 4d. per cnb. 

Crilia conntining less than six pigs, id. per pig. 

Donkeys, IrZ. each. 

Sheep, ill. each. 

Ewes, with lamb or lambs, Id. eaoh. 

23,210. Who are the charges regulated by. Ai’o they 
jointly regulated by the trasbeea and Lord Midlobon ?— 
Yes. They cannot be reduced, or increased, or altered 
without the consent of both parties— Lord Midleton and 
the trustees. 

23.220. And these charges are levied on all tlib 
animals as they outer? — Yes. 

23.221. Do yon think that works better from your 
own experienoo than having a larger ohargo oi: auimala 
actually sold as they leave the fair green?— I highly 
apjirove of tho existing arrangement. 

23.222. Do the farmers approve of it? — Naturally 
bho 80 _ men who bring cattle to ihe fair and do not sell 
feel it a hardship to pay. but you could nob please 
everybody and they would be better pleased if they had 
not to pay on unsold cattle. 

23.223. Then they think it a bordshipto pay on cattlo 
that they do not know whether subsequently they will 
dispose of thorn or not ? — Quito so. 

23.224. Haro they ever oomplaiiwd or inado'repro- 
sontations to tho ti-nstees or Loi d Midleton to alter it? 
— They have not made any representation to tlie 
tvasteeB, but the people are becoming ncoustomcci to it 
and the grumbling has ceased to a very gi-cat extent. 

I may say my repTy_ applies more to tbo time that tho 
arrangemout was originally made than to the present 
time. The enstom is now so niiivcrsally adopted that 
(die gnimbling has ceased as far ns 1 am aware. 

23.225. Are these rates smaller or larger than tho 
rates onginally payable previous to tho lease being 
made grandug them to the trustees P — They are siuallcr 
on every description of animal, that is, they are smaller 
than tho tolls under Mr. Kean's management. 

23.226. Were these tolls levied only on the eales ?— 
— Yes. 

23.227. Was not there a period snbseqncut to that 
and previons to tho lease that other charges were 
levied P — Yes, there was for tho first five years of tho 
monthly fairs. 

23.228. Are those levied now smaller or larger thou 
the rates levied during that time ? — They are smaller, 
but not in all cases. 

23.229. I sec on horses it was fonrponoe and it is now 
thi'OopBUCB? — ^Yes; sheep under the old arrangement 
were apenny each, hub now they are only a half-penny. 

28.230. I see here cribs containing six or more pigs, 
fourpence P — Yes. 

23.231. If tho pigs are sabscqucntly sold you. do not 
levy any additional charge P — No. 

28.232. In any case yon do not levy any charge other 
than 1^0 ono payable on entrance P — ^No ; the cars aro 
charged os soon as they get into position. Mr. Eanly, 
who is the collector under the trustees, when the fair 
is well assembled and he finds a convenient time to 
leave other places in the fair ho goes and makes a 
regular ohorge on every oar he finds in the fair. 

23.233. That is payable to the (wustees P — Yes, 
Mr. Hanly accounts to me in the afternoon of the fair 
day. 

28.234. Does not he oolleob on onti'anco at the gate- 

way? — Yes, that apples to cattle, horses, and ^eep 
entering and pi^ with the exception of those 

carts outside. These ore nut collected the moment 
they present themselves, but when they take np a 
position, and probably remain ui tbe fair two or three 
bonrs in that pomtion. Mr. Himly consults his own 
convenience in going around to collect from the carts. 
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23.235. Have you aay source of vevouuo otter than 
the charges on the animais ?— Tes, he collects from the 
people ivitb oast-clothing and makes a general collec- 
tion on standings. 

23.236. Do the receipts from the standings around 
the town on fair days go to the trustees ? — Yes, 

~\fr Hanly collects them J«l. 

23.237. They do hare standings aronnd the town as 
a matter of fact, the same as bo has described P — Yes. 

1 do not know that be collects from fish-womeu or on 
the vegetables coming to the fan-, excepting any- 
standing. He collects on these. 

23.238. "When you say fair, are any of the streola 
connected with the fair green P— They exhibit these 
standings only on the main street. 

23.239. There are pens in the fair green ?— Yes. 

23.240. What uumba- have yon? — I never counted 
them. 

23.241. Are they sufficient for the accommodation?— 
They are sufficient, inasmuch as I have never soon a 
fail’ that there were not vacant pens there, with the 
exceptiou of the sheep. There are two or three months 
in the sheep season when there is an enormous sheep 
fair, and in that case I think the accommodation on 
these two or three occasions is limited, but for the 
other uiuo fairs in the yeai’ there is ample accommoda- 
tion for the sheep. 

23.242. You have each description of animals sepa- 
rated from the others P — Yes. 

23.243. No accident is caused by thorn ever inter- 
mixing?— They have no chance of intennixiug. 

23.244. Do you chai'ge anything in addition to the 
ordinary entrauee charge for stalls in the fair gi-een ? — 
No. 

23,24-5. Supposing a farmer brings in his cattle tho 
night previous to the fair day, and effects a sale of 
them and does not go to the fair green, would you 
seek for youi- charge ? — ^No, unless the cattle were 
assiug through the fair and they may bo subject to it. 
ince I became connected with the trustees no caae 
similar to that yon say has arisen, and I do not know 
how it would be dealt with. 

23.246. Supposing on a fair day a farmer was coming 
up the main street and effected a sale and did not go to 
the fair held in the fair gi-een, do you thiiikthe trustees 
•would be entitled to charge? — think so, and could 
give yon a case in point in regard to pigs, bnt not ns 
regards cattle. If a man sells pigs down town, and 
carried them up to the railway, the man who collects 
the tolls -will demand tolls from him though the pigs 
were not sold in the fair green. 

23.247. Supposing they were sold to a private indi- 
vidual and the man cook them into his own yard? — If 
they pass through the fair they will be charged by tho 
man collectiug the pig toll. 

23.248. If sold on a fair day and not delivered until 
the following day? — We would .not levy a charge on 
the following day. 

23.249. Would you levy a charge on the sale? — ^Wo 
would not he aware of it. 

23.250. If it came to your knowledge? — ^Yes. If 
reported to me I would send Mr. Hanly for the toll. 

23.251. What would you say are the limits of the 
jurisdiction of the trustees to collect toll ? — Within the 
township. 

23.252. (ITr. Fitzgerald.) 1 think Mr. Barry is mistaken 
in that. It would be right to say I had no tiUo to 
collect any toll except an entrance fee in the nature 
of a stallage on animals coming in. I think tho 
proper course is this, if a beast is sold outside the fair 
there should be a proseonfcion for sale, or exposing for 
bale, and infringing the market rights. 

23.253. You think, Mi'. Yitagerald, that is an objec- 
tionable practice to collect at the custom gaps goi ng 
out P — Tolls are objectionable. I think it is proper h.tiH 
right to charge for the accommodation given, to charge 
a reasonable sum so as to enable the o'wners of the fairs 
to provide suitable accommodation. It then benefits 
both parties. 

23.254. It is your opinion when the owner of market 
rights or fair rights levies a toll he should give some 
accommodation in return P — I take it the meaning of a 
toll is no accommodation. In -she .other case the 
accommodation is given and the owner receives his 


stallage or enli'amce feo for which he provides cerlahi 
accommodation. 

23,255-66. (Fmimnaiion of Mt. Sut-ry coTifr'juied.) 
Have you got the paaticulai's of your receipts ?— Yes. ' 

28.257. How is tho fair {p'cen utilised between fairs? 
— It is altogether out of the hands of the ti'ustees. 
They have no claim to it except on fair days. 

23.258. You have only liberty to utilise it for the 
day P— Yob. 

23.259. How is it actually utilised? — It is never 
utilised except a circus may stand on it. The owner is 
liable for any damage done to the pone or promise 
except on fair days. 

23.260. Now tho rocoiptti ? — Tlio July fair was the 
first on which the tnistocs took up tho collectitm, and 
the gi'OBS receipts on that day woi’o li)Z. Os. 2d. At the 
August fair tho gross receipts were 19Z. 8s. 3cZ. ; at the 
September fair, 16Z. 2s. M. ; and tho October fab 
16/. 9s. 9d., and the November lair, 11/,. ICs. 5tZ. ' ' 

23.261. Have you got the expenditure? — I have the 
not amount for each day which has beou lodged to the 
credit of tho trustoes. 

23.262. Hive mo the expenditure? — I will give you 
the net receipts. Some of tho exponsoa were paid out 
of the November fair and wero in regard tu last June, 
bat wero put against the whole thing. 

23.263. What do tho oxpcnac.s comprise. Is it salary 
pui'ely ? — No. Hor iustiuioc, there are fom’toeu men 
collecting, and then Mr. Hanly has a special payment 
for his gouenil supervision. Then the incidental ex- 
penses of starting, tho posters and cdditioiiol Inboup, 
messengers, and advertisumonts. 

28.264. Aud the rent ? — Tho trustoes nave paid nothing 
in that du'ectioii, such as rout nr taxes. 

23.265. Give mo tho net profits? — The net amount 
for the July fair ■was 15Z. 4s. 7d. ; for August fab, 
15/. 7s. lOd. ; for September fair, 12Z. 18s. ; October fab, 
14Z. is. 3d. ; Novomoer fair, 7Z. 17s. Id. 

23.266. Who oleaus the fail' green after the fab?— 

I could nob tell you. The ti'ustces have nothing more 
to do with it. Om- jurisdiction ccasoa with the fab day, 

23.267. Have you a weigh-bridgo erected in the ftdr 
green P — Tes, but it hna never been utilised since it was 
erected. 

23.268. You have a toll booi-d erected at eaoh entrance P 
— Yes. 

23, '269. Ho'w many entrances have you? — Five. 

23.270. Is the field at one side of the road exclusively 
confined to tho sale of pigs ? — Yoa. 

23.271. Have you any pm-ticulav pig fair day. Yon 
have nob got a pig fair day as is oustomnry in other 
places on the day previous to tho ordinary fair ? — ^No. 

23.272. It is held on the samo day ? — It is. 

23.273. You have a charge of a halfpenny per pig. 
Is it tho same charge on a uonhom ? — Hvery pig that 
stands in the fair green is ohargod a halfpenny irre- 
spective of its size, but houhoms brought in carts they 
arc so small they do not stand as single pigs. 

23.274. Does Mr. Hanly collect on fair days from the 
vegetable people ? — Oh, certainly. Ho does nob collect 
from the weekly tonauta, but strangora coming in. 

23.275. On a fair day dcies any groat number of them 
come in ? — There do. 

23.276. Docs Lord Middleton got any benefit from 
them? — No, only froiii tho weekly sLalls. 

23.277. It is only when strangoi's come in yon levy a 
ehai’gefor the trastoosP — Tes. 

23.278. Do you think this fail' ctoou aflbrds safficiest 
accommodation to the people ? — I do. 

23.279. Have you any shed in it P — No. 

23.280. Do you think a necessity exists for such?— 
Yes, I have heard it sought for by the o’wners of fat 
oattlo particularly, to protect them from bad or sevare 
weather — these aro tender doHcabo stock or stock likelj 
to be affected by sevoi'e cold and wet ■weather. I heard 
stockbrokers complain of the want of protection for that 
class of cattle at the Midletou fair green. 

23.281. Have any representations been made to^* 
trustees or to Lord l^idloton to provide such?— N®- 
When I say no I mean it has never been mode to the 
trustees. 
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23,:28'i. you luiy obacTvations to moke ou behalf 
of the truBtoes, or any siiggeatjons to offer that would 
tend to bettor the faira here P — I do not know. 1 hare 
no sngROstiOQ to make with regard to tho faira bearing 
on thia inquiry, but as a Town Coinmia»ionor I would 
liaTG aomcthiiig to any with regard to the public street 
and markets. 

23.283. Any suggeation you hnvo to make I would bo 
happy to hear it P — I would aimply wish, aa a Town 
Commissioner, to second, a.a forcibly as possible, the 
suggeatious made iiy Mr. Fitzgorald in hia observations 
to yon about the necessity of having a fish market, and 
the present state of things in that respect remedied by 
changing its present situ. Also the most objectionable 
manner in wldch these old clothes are exhibited iu ihe 
‘main street and the want of accominodatiou for these 

* two ardcles. The t- lla arc ohargod and no accommo- 
dation given to the vendors, bat ontside that they are 
a public inconvenionco, amounting to a iioBltivonuisaiico 
in each of these deportments. Ycgetables in their own 
way are comparatively smaller al^ough they are also 
another decided nuisance which calls foi' a remedy in 
the present state of things. 

23.284. "What remedy wonld you suggest. Is it to 
provide shelter accommodation and confine them to an 
enclosed space? — Yea. Tho removal off tho streets. 
It is a ciying nuisance in iho niuetoenth ceittiiiy to 
have a town like Midleton subject to the nuisance of 
the present hah market. I make these remarks os a 
Town Commissioner. 


23,285. Have yon any other suggestion? — I diiiik 
not. 

23,266. Jjo you agree with Mr. Pitzgeraid as a Town 
CoiunaissioneT that powers ahould be given to tho 

Towu Commissioners to uerjuire tho market rights? I 

could scarcely answer that question on my own respon- 
sibility. 

23.287. What is your own individnal opinion? Tt 

may be very well but difficult to work it. 

23.288. It seems easier under existing circumstancea 
for a body like tho Town Commission to compel the 
fish and other commodities to go into an enclosed place 
than it would be for the landlord ?— If the accommoda- 
tinii provided by the Town Commissioners were given 
under tho Towns Improvement Act. but the idea of 
tho Town Commissiuners taking op exclusively tho 
management 1 do nut approve of. Ime Commisemuera 
arc ft transitory body, men in office to-day and not 
there in 12 months, and then you would be bringing 
ntrange individuals to work what should be a stationary 
regulation and machinery. I think it would cause 
dimoulfcy in working it. 

23.289. {By Mr. BHizgerald.) Wliat would be the 
difference between Town Commissioners having them 
and the Fair Committee? — It would entail muon more 
trouble on the local body that they are not prepared to 
under lake. 

23.290. (Mr. Fitzgerald.) Lord Midleton’a agent is 
tiUDSitory but Town Commissiuu is uut transitory. 


Mr. ‘WriLiAM Eocue. clerk of Midleton Poor Law Union, examined. 


23.291. You arc tho clerk of tho Midleton Poor Law 
Uniim P — Yos. 

23.292. Have the goavdiana any statement to make 
through you iu counexion with the markets and fairs in 
Midleton P — I do not know that they liavo. The oulv 
thing they desired mo to draw attention to is the fisli 
market and the sale of cast clothes. Th^ consider 
these things objectionable on tho streets. 

23.293. They are the sanitary authority ? — ^Tes. 

23,234. Does their inspector ever inspect these olothes 

to see if they are in a fit state to allow them on the 
street ? — I do not remember they wero mspected, 

23.295. They consider it most objeotionablo to the 
public health to have these things on the public street? 
—Yes. 

23.296. Did a case ever arise of anyinfeotiou being 
caught from these olothoa ? — I do not remember in my 
time. 

23,207. Still you would like to have a preventive 
sgaiust that P — Yes. Tho guardians object to have the 


clothes on the street and the fish at tho comer of tho 
street where it is at present. 

23.298. You brought the queries before them ? I 

did. 

23.299. Do they approve of local authorities whether 
poor law guardians or Town Commissioners, if any 
such exist, or in the absence of one or the other, 
fair committees or trosLeos, receiving compulsory 
powers to acquire the moi-ket rights oud tolls of owners 
like Lord Midleton P — They moae no romark on that. 
The queries were road and they made no remark on 
thorn. 

23,800. Did they ouW wish to have attention drawn 
to the oast clothes and the Bsh market? — ^That b the 
principal thing. 

23,301. Is it the Town Commiasicners who bear the 
expense of cleaning tho streets ? — They clean the foot- 
ways. The road contractor has portion of tho cleaning 
of the streets. 


Mr. SainTEi. McCuilagb 

23.302. You arc the town dork of Midleton P — Yos. 

23.303. Have tho Town Commissioners directe yon 
to give any expression of their opinion on the quesiion 
as to whether it would be desirable that they, the local 
municipal authority, should receive compulsory powers 
to acquire the rights of Lord Midleton in order to work 
the markets and fairs? — No, sinco I got your fii-st 
communication we have had no meeting of the Town 
Commissioners. It is the first Monday cf evei'y month 
they meet, and I had no opportunity of briugiug tho 
matter before them. 

23.304. Not as a body, but did you bring it before 
them individually? — I spoke to several of the com- 
miBsionere. Thei-e arc some of them bore. 

23.305. What is your owu opinion on that point, 
leaving out of the question any additional trouble you 
would have to undergo ? — I could not answer for the 
body when I never brought it before them. 

23.306. Have you formed any opinion yourself? — 
To have tho Commissioners havo compulsory powers ? 

23.307. No, hut would the markets and fair's be better 
uianaged, and more satisfaction given to those fre- 
quenting them if the control were vested in a body like 

Town Commissionera ? — I could not answer that. 
You see if the Commissioners were the controlling body 

■’^ould create a great deal of expen.-!e to be keeping up 
a staff of men to work the markets, and their funds are 
not very great. 

23.308. What is the town rate ? — 180i. a year. 

23.309. What is it in the pound P — ^Niaopenco. 

1 59700. 


, town clerk, examined. 

23.310. 'What datles do tho CommissionerB perform ? 

— They do the Sagging and cleansing of the footways of 
the town, and the watering of the streete and lighting. 
Between gas aud labour it costs 1001. a year, and there 
is only 801. to pay the rest oF the expenses. Thirty 
ycare ago, when they became a body, there was not a 
single flag laid in the town of Midleton at the time the 
Act passed, but the gi-and jury 1 must say has aun- 
plomeuted it, and Lora Midleton has given some help 
towards flagging tho town. 

23.311. Is the town of Midleton the property of Lord 
Midleton P — Yes. 

23.312. Have yon any forthoi* remarks to make? — 
No. 

23.313. (By Mr. FilsOcrald.) If the Town Cominia- 
aionera had the profit of tbo tullo, subject to any 
compensation paid to Lord Midleton, that was sufficient 
to pay a staff and leave them a small surplus, do you 
think it would he advisable that a public body ahould 
have control of the markets ? — I certainly would, if it 
paid tho expenses. The Commiasiouers should have a 
staff then and not miw. 

23.314. Do nob you think if tho Commissioners bad a 
arnff they could utilise the same men for other pur- 
)M sea ? — 7es, but the lamp-lighter could not be tip day aiul 
night. 

23.315. (By the Oommitsioner.) Do you think if tho 
i ommisaionore received snffioient to pay the c^ySt of 
itianagemenb, and intcreat on any capital exi^dod, it 
wonla be better they should have control r — Yes, I 
would say that. 

23.316. The only objection is fearing they would 
Euatam a loss ? — That is all. 

B b 
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Mr. Denis McOahtet, T.O., examined. 


23 317. You are one of tlie Town CommisBionevs P — 
Yes.’l have very litble to odd to what Mr. Barry has 
Eaid. 

23.318. You agree with the obBcrvatious of Mr. Barry ? 
—Yes. 

23.319. Ml'. Baixy was opposed to the Town Com* 
missioners, the local author^, obtaining compulsoj-y 
powers to acquire the market rights and tolls. Do you 
concur in that? — No. My opinion is it would ho tho 
wish of the people of Midloton that tho Commissioners 
would have control over the fairs and markets. 

23.320. Do you think that if the Town Commissioners 
obtained such control that they should only levy such a 
toll Q£ would pay the cost of management and interest 
on any capital expended hy them? — I do not think the 
Town Commissioners would wish to derive any henelit, 
except the benefit to the town and the people of the 
town and the country people as well. 

23.321. Have yon any observations to make as to the 
present system of working and managing the markets 
and fairs P — No. I think they are very well managed 
up to the present at all events under the new manage- 
ment, the now fair system. 

23.322. Eelatire to the markets have you any sug- 
gestions to make P — I know nothing about thoir working, 
except what was stated hereto day. 

The SuB-SAKirAKx 

23.329. (TFitness.) Ilive in tho vicinity of tho nuisauco 
complaiuedof, and it is most objectionable. 

23.330. Were these clothes evnr inspected at any 
time ? — No, but I know tbey nvo there. 


23,323. Do you buy and soli there yourself P Ho. 

23,32‘i. Are you opposed to the coutiimanee of soms 
of the markets hoing hold on tho streets P— My opinion 
is there should lx: smiiu [iropor aceoruraodatiun for 
those people who sell fish and meat on the side of the 
street, and also for tlio vcgotablos. They are objection, 
able from a sanitary point of viow, and pavtiouluvlyin 
summer wlien the iislr gets stiilo in the street. 

23,32.'5. Tho Hhopkeepora iu the iminodiato noighbonr- 
hood of tho markobs wirald nob objoub to tlio removal of 
thorn P — I cannot account I'or thoir opinion, but it is 
public opinion at all events. 

23,32G. lias that matter of tho removal of tho markets 
boeu disouBsod hy tho people of tho town P — ^1 know of 
late three or four were with me making a coUoctioniu 
the town for a oharitablo purpose and wc called on one 
man who lives in tho vicinity and his groat complaint 
was tho fish and the nuisauco about his place. 

23.327. [Mr. 'FlIzijcrald.) I caaianswer tho shopkeepers 
in the vicinity would wish ti) have them removed. 

23.328. [Mr.McOarihj.) Ciimplaiiits have been made 
by she Bosb OSico authorities of the obstrnction in front 
of the Post Office on fair days. Wo liavo no power to 
rcuiovo them. Tho inapoctor did on one occasion order 
thorn away. 

Opwcer oxnmined. 

23,331. Still, for foar anytliiiig might bo brought into 
the town you would like ti> see lihom removed olf the 
nhllo thoronghfavc ? — Apart from myoffioial position 
think it ia most olijeetiouabio to liave I, hem there. 


Patiuck. HaUjInan, Esci., J.P., oxammod. 


23.332. Do you object to the Town Oommksioners 
having control of the markets and fairs P — My own 
opinion is it would be hatter for the To^vn Oomuiis- 
Bioners to have them. I am sure it would ho veiy 
expensive on the Town Commissioners to work them. 
Lord Midletoa could work them cheaper than the 
Toivn Commissioners, but taking ever3i;hing into con- 
sideration it would be better for the Town Commis- 
sioners to have them. 

23.333. Ton think those frequenting the markets 
and fairs would be better satisfied ? — 1 think it is im- 
material to them who has them. I think if they knew 
the local people bad the matter iu their own bands 
tliey would be better pleased to pay the tolls. 

23,33^. If they had power to provide accommodation? 
— ^Yes. The outlay on the buildinm would be con- 
siderable. We intended to build a fish market before 
the upset of the fairs. There is a lot of corn bought 
here. Wc buy a lot of wheift. 

23.335. It does not come into the market at all P — 
No. 

23.336. It is sent by the farmers direct to your 
premises ? — Yes, and there are no tolls or taxes on it. 

23.337. Was there ever a toll P — Never a toll on 
anything that comes to our place or to any other 
place, and there is a good deal of stuff sold in 
Ballinaculla. 

23,838. Do you weigh the corn on your own scales ? 
.-•Tes. 


23.339. Do yon charge tho jiroduccr anything?— 
Nothing whatever. Ho brings iL to tho door and we 
porter it into the place. 

23.340. Did you ever sec thoni weighing yourself P— 
Yes. 

23.341. Do you know tho Bystom of weighing P — Tes. 
They weigh down to a pound. 

23,842. Do you give a coat of the beam always?— 
Yes. 

23,343. Is there a customary taro for the sack?— 
No. Tho country sacks are started into tho hopper, 
tho_ sacks thou hmidlod togothci' and weighed, aad 
their weight deducted I'rom tho gross. 

23,34-l. Could you give mo any approximate idea of 
tho qirantity brought iu ? — Tho wheat trade has gone 
down eutii'ely. Some years ago we got so raauy 
thousands and now it has gone down to hundreda 
There is a good deal hi-ought in by Ballinaeulla. Thoro 
is a great quantity shipped, aiitl a groat quantity shipped 
back again. There is a good deal of waste in the ti'ode 
done here- There is a very largo barley market and 
distillery whore they consume thirty or forty thouSMid 
barrels. In times gone by they used to como with 
wheat from Watorford, and thoy go that distance with 
barley. 

23,345. I undui'stooi] thoro was no corn market here? 
— There is no market, because it goes to tho private 
concerns. It comes to tlio town and no toils are 
charged. 

23,3-iG. (jlfr. Fitijamld.) Thoro arc tolls mentioned 
in the old toll board, ljut thoy have not been levied. 


Mr. John McC 

23,347. {TTttnegs.) i am a di-aper. I am very much 
annoyed about the cast clothes every market and fair* 
day being placed opposite my door, and the fowl also. 
1 have not such an objection to the fowl as to the east 
clothes, being in the same ti'ade especially. 

23,318. Is it from abusiness point of view you object? 
— Ihe nuisance as well as that, because if a customer 
of mine happened to have a horse and cart and wanted 
to purchase some goods he cannot come nearer than 
six feet of the door. 

23.349. Did you ever put goods on the channel course? 
—I did. 

The inquii-y t 


RTiiY examined. 

23.350. Did you over pay a toll or standing charge ? 
— ^No. Tho cast clothes uobig sold causes a loss to the 
legitimate traders. 

23.351. Ai’o those people ilinerant clothes dealers or 
are they people iu tlio town who bring tlicm out?— 
They aife liawkers who come from difl’oi'cnt quarters. 
Thoy get tliem iu tho pawn offices and get them on 
credit, and that is how tho pawn otfices dispose of 
unredeemed goods. 

23.352. Have you anything elso to say ? — ^No. 

23.353. Is there any other gentleman who has ony 
olwervations to make r — No answer. 

m terminated. 
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CLOYNE-CO. CORK. 


With reference to my inquiry in Cloyne on the 23rd November 1888 I beg to report 
as follows : — 

Cloyne is situated in the south-eastern portion of the county of Cork. It is some 
four miles distant from the nearest railway station, which is at Midleton, and within 
latter years the trade has considerably declined. The town is small and apparently 
kept in good and neat order. The local government is administered by the Board of 
Guai’flians and the Grand Juiy, and the population is 1,126. 

The market day is Thursday. The fairs are held on the last Wednesday of each 
month ; pigs only are sold at the fairs, as cattle, horses, and sheep are not brought to 
Cloyne. 

The markets and fairs ai*e toll fi*ee, but at the former weighing and standing 
charges are levied. No scale of the charges is erected, but a weighing machine is 
provided. 

The market rights are the property of Mr. David Sheehan, junior, Cloyne, who 
holds under a deed dated 20th April 1886, from the Cloyne market trustees, the 
consideration being 250L The market trustees themselves purchased on the 6th Juno 
1882 for 252/. fi’om the Land Commission as representing the Church Temporalities 
Commission, to whom the market lights at that time belonged. 

There does not seem to have been any patent granted for Cloyne, as none appears 
on the public records. The present fairs were only first established in the month of 
August 1888, and for the two and a half years previous to that date no fairs were 
held at all in Cloyne. It was stated that tWs was the effect of the establishment of 
the new and additional fairs in Midleton, which town has absorbed whatever trade 
formerly went to Cloyne in connexion with the markets and fairs therein. Midleton 
has many peouliaj* advantages for fair purposes over Cloyne. 

In accordance with my instructions I have inspected the fair and market place. 

The fairs are held indisciiminately about the public streets, and, as there is 
practically no control over them or charges payable thereout, no accommodation 
whatever is provided. 

The maikota are held on the streets principally outside a weigh-house, which is 
erected for weighing purposes. There is also accommodation given there to those 
retailing potatoes. 

The inquiry wa,s very well attended, and a great deal of interest was manifested in 
the proceedings. 

JOHN O’MEARA, 

45, Lower Morint Street. Assistant Commissioner. 


Cloyne, 23rd November 1888. 


Ml'. DAvro SinjEHAN, 

23.355. You are the owner of any market rights and 
tolls that exist here in Cloyne P — Yes. 

23.356. How did you acquire them ? — I unrehased 
them. 

23.3.W. Have you the purchase deed P — Yes. 

23,^8. {Document proihiectl hy witness.] The convoy* 
wee is dated 20th. April 1886 by Bicliard Creed, Hamel 
wniu, Denis Swantou, tho Rev. Horace Towuaend 
Flannigan. and the Rev. William O’Briou of Cloyne, 
traces of tolls, customs, and mtirket house of the town 
of Cloyne, conveying to David Slaeehy, junior, all that 
and those, the tolls of Cloyne, as formerly held and 
enjoyed by the Bishops of Cork, Cloyne, and Ross, in 
possession of tie said trustees, including the tolls and 
enstoms of the fairs and markets in Cloyne and the 
market house of Cloyne and also tho weigh-bridge. 
Consideration, 2601. 

23,859. I see here you have a note attached to this 
when there was a meeting in Cloyne to prevent Lord 
Midleton obtaining a pateub for now fairs. Was that a 
meeting of the inhabitants P— Yes. 

23,3^. Did they consider' that the cstablishmont of 
“ Midleton would materially injure the trade 
ot Cloyne? — Not merely did they consider it but it has 
done BO. 
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junior, examined. 

23,861. Wore any legal steps taken to oppose tho 
granting of the patent P— Yes. Wo went to Cork to 
oppose it at a meeting there. We went to oppose Loi-d 
Midleton, and had Mr. O’Hen employed for the purpose 
of opposing him, but the people in Cork were partly 
against us. and it was to go on in Dahlin. Some time 
after we had a meeting also for the purpose of defending 
that. 

23.362. Bat the patent has been granted? — Yes. 

23.363. Granted to Lord Midleton? — Yes, for the 
additional monthly fairs. 

23,36t. {The witness produced Hie original jiurohase 
deed, the original conveyance from the Irish Land Cwre- 
misston.) It is dated 6tb June 1882, ^m the Irish 
Land Oommission to Richard Creed, Daniel Cronin, 
Denis Swanton, Rev. Horace Townsend Flaunigan, 
and the Rev. William O’Brien. The consideration was 
252L In the convince is a declaration of tnirt that 
the Burplas benefit derived from the tolls be expended 
for the benefit of the inhabitauts of the town of Cloyne 
for purposes other than religions or political matters, 
with a provision for the appointment of one or more 
truEtees. 

23,365. Is there any special market d^ in Cloyne for 
the disposal of general commodities P — ifhe market day 
is Thursday. 

Bb 2 

ot Southampton I .ibrary Iligitis.atioii Unit 
iry Digitisation Unit 



196 


23,366. Has the market boon always hold boro on 
Thursdny within yovir memoiy P— >Tca. 

23 367-8. What fairs ai-e held in Oloyuo ?— We have 
lately started a monthly fair on tbo last Wednesday ot 
every month. 

23 369. At the date of the oouvoyance to yon what 
fairs were held here?— Six fairs commencing mth tho 
24tb Febniary, Easter Tnefiday, Wbitsan Taesday, 1st 
August, 12th September, and 5th December. 

23.370. Wci-c there sis fairs held for any length of 
lime previously ?— Longer than I can remember. 

23.371. You always remember the six being held? — 
Yes. 

23.372. When did yon establish the new monthly 
fairs?— About three months ago. It is the third one 
we have had. We met to establish them three monthe 
ago. 

23.373. Did yon hold any of them as yet P— Yes. We 
held two. 'Iliey ore pig fairs. 

23,374-6. On the last Wednesday of each month are 
pigs only sold that day or diflerent description of 
ai^als P — Pigs at present. 

23.376. No cattle are brought here and exposed for 
sale P— No, noting but pigs. 

23.377. What was the last fair yon held at which 
cattle were sold and exposed for sale, or whon did 
yon cease holding the six ftiirs ?— Tho 24th February 
1886. 

23.378. Between that period in 1886 and the present 
no fhirs properly sc called have been held ? — ^No. They 
died away after that. 

23.379. This pig market which you have established 
on the last Wednesday in each month was, I suppose, 
established without any express authority P— Yes. 

23.380. Was it the inhabitants of the towu established 
it P — The buyers ohiefiy. 

23.381. Where is that market or fair held?— On the 
street. 

23.382. Where is the general market held ? — On the 
puiilic street, except that a little butter is weighed 
within the market bnilding. 

23.383. Do yon levy tolls at these monthly fairs or 
markets ?— I do not levy them yet. 

23.384. Were tolls levied at the six ordinary fail's P — 
Always. 

23.385. How did they fall into abeyance P Was there 
any stock brought in, or any demand P — Through. 
Midleton. Midleton had six and we had six, and then. 
Midleton starting mouthly fab's attracted ours away. 
Tho train going into Kidleton was a greater induce* 
mcnb to bnyers to go there, and there was more 
accommodation. 

23.386. Do you think it materially affects the pros- 
perity of the town of Cloyue to bo so isolated fi*om 
water commnnication and the railway? — 1 will give 
yon my opinion. At the inquiry held in Cork tho 
buyers proved on oath that they wquld not give six- 
p^euce more for a beast in Hidleton than in Gloyne. 
The inconvenience of going to Cloync counted unlhing, 
and that they would attend in Uloyne as well os iu 
Midleton, and give the same amount for a beast in oach 
place. 

23.387. Would not additional exTiense be incutred in 
transit ? — Very little. 

28.388. Yon do not consider that the isolated ]ioaition 
of Cloync aflccts in any way the trade of tho towu or 
the markets and fairs, or do yon rely on the fact that 
the fairs have been extingnished by the establishnient 
of new fhirs in Midleton P — Tea, and not only of Clojne, 
hat all the sarrocuding places. 

23,389-90. When the old fairs were held, had you & 
toll-board erected P — Yes. 

23.391. Do you contemplate levying any charge at 
the pig market? — I should think if it continut-s, I 
■wilL 

23.392. Are they brought in here in any quantity at 
present ? — Tho first fair, I think, there were abont 40 
pigs, and the second there were 72. There was very 
little notice given, but I believe there will be a good 
deal more the next time. 

23,398. Do you levy tolls at the markets ? — Yes. 
23,394. Arc you in tho immediate receipt of them 
yourself? — Yes, I receive them myself. 


23.395. Save you a list of tho charges orectod that 
yon levy at the markets P — No. I have not tho ohargeg 
erocted. 

23.396. Moni.ion the different marketable commo. 
dities bi'ought in on Thursday and exposed for saleP— 
Buttoi'. 

23.397. When you say Imfctqr, is that nil lump buttorp 
— Yes, lump butter, and nothing oIko. 

23.398. What oro tho other commodities p — Foultry, 
fish, cabbi^es, pototoea— thoso aro tlio chief things • 
largo quantities of eggs, bay, straw, mangolds anil 
tomipa in their season. 

23.399. Are calvos over brought in on market day P— 
Yea, a low calvos. 

23.400. Are shoop P — No. 

23.401. Aro they all taken to Midleton on murkut 
days? — They aro not sold in Miilloton either. 

23.402. Ai'o thoy all bi-onght to tho fairs in Midleton ? 
—Yes. We never liud any shoop markets hero. 

23.403. Aro pigs over bnnight on market days?— 
Never. 

23.404. What is your charge on butter P — A penny 
per roll. 

23.405. Is that iiTespcctivo of the qiuuitity in Qia 
roll P— joB. 

23,44)6. Is it for weighing itP — Yea, wo charge 
nothing but for weighing. 

23.407. Supposing a roll of hotter was brought in 
and exposed on tho struot, tmd sold, but notwughed 
at your scales, would you seek for your penny charge? 
— No. UnforDnuatoly that very ul'ton occurs. I would 
only seek for tbo weighing chm'go. 

23.408. Where do thoy expose tho hnttor for sale? 
Have you any particular street in which the markets 
are held, or do they go mdiscriiniuately about the 
towu P— The chief street hero is Hook Street. 

28,400. Do they take up standings there P— Not with 
butter. 

28.410. Du they hawk butter from shop to shop?— 
The parties who buy tho buttor meet in the street and 
convey them into the market. 

23.411. It is only when you perform the duty of 
weighing yon obtain this charge P — ^Tes. 

23.412. No matter what the roll contained ; if a ponnd 
or 20 pounds, you wouM charge the same ?— Yea, Id. 
for the roll. 

23.413. Do yon give any tiokots nt all P— Yes, I have 
dockets. 

23.414. Have you printed forms P — No, I write them 
out myself. 

23,415-18. Do yon evor denote tho weight iu any other 
manner P — No. I put the weight and jn'ice, anS what 
it oomcH to on tbo ucket. 

23,417-18. What charge have yon on fowl? — 2d. aoart. 

23.419. Those aro standings P— Yos. 

23.420. When do you obtain that charge on fowl?— 
Whou they sell thcju. 

23.421. Only whon thoy soli P— Yoa, after the sale. 

23.422. It ia not whou thoy immediately cumo in P— 
No. 

23.423. Supposing tbov do not soil the fowl nt all?— 
I collect no loLls on anything but on the sales. 

23.424. Have you men engaged to collect those tolls ? 
— I have two boys. 

23.425. How do yon pay these P — They mo my owa 
boys. 

28.426. Yon pay no salru'ies, and have only your own 
lahonr and your sons?— Yes. 

23.427. Do you and yonr sons go round and inquire 
from these people whether thoy have sold or not?— 
They see themsolvos. 

23.428. Yon see tho number they bring in the morn- 
ing, and then see if ^oy subsequently got rid of them ? 
— Yes. 

23.429. Supposing they brought three brace of fowl 
and sold one, wonld yon le'vy a chargo ? — I do do* 
charge for a brace of fowl at all. It must be more than 
that before I ohargo anything. 

23.430. You have no smaBor chargo than 2di ? — 
For a basket of fowl I ohai'go Id., and a caj't, 2d. 
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23,-i31. In niiT cnae yoa ■would nob charge on a brace 
of fowl P— No, i woiild not charge for a bi-ace at all. 
That is my instroction. 

23.432. What is your ohargo on fish P— IVopeuco a 
cart. 

23,4'33. If a basket -ivei-o brought in, what would it 

be? I do not charge for it. I would Icare a bosket go 

free. 

23,43't. Wbab would be tho toIuo of the tish in a cart ; 
tay the smallcss carl brought in hurc, what would you 
eatimate it would realiser — About throe scoi’o is tho 
amidleat cart they bring in. 

23, -135. What would bo the value of it P — 2-la. or 26a. 

23.436. Tonrocoiveyour chargoouthatP— Yes. Tho 
price yesterday was 9s. a scoro, but that is a high price 
now. 

23.437. Supposing they do nob soil, you do not levy a 
charge P— No. 

23,4Sh- Yon only levy tho charge on the sales P — 
Tes, 

23.439. On cabbages, what do you charge P — Twopence 
a cart. 

23.440. If they brought iu a basket -what do yon 
charge P — 1 do not charge them for a basket. 

23.441. On potatoes what do you receive P — Three 
holf'pence for weighing a sack of potatoes. I charge 
nothing but for tho weighing of them. 

23.442. If a cart-load were brought in P — Three half- 
pence per sack. 

23.443. You weigh caoh individual sack? — ^Yes. 

23,444 If they sell, but do not avail themselves of 

your scales, would you lovy a charge P — No charge. 
23,44o. It is only when they weigh P — Yes, 

23.446. Is there any rule in the market comnelling 
them TO weigh at your scales ? — I do not know there is 
a rule. 

23.447. Do they, us a matter of ihot, weigh at your 
Bcales ? — Nearly all. 

23,446. Aro there any other sosles they oonld avail 
themselves of? — ^There are a lot of scales, but I do not 
think the people would oblige them. 

23,449. As a matter of fact they all come to you P — 
Yes. 

23.460. Have you got a ticket to give denoting the 
T»-eight of the sacks ? — No ; it is a written document. 

23.461. When the sock of potatoes cornea in and you 
are weighing it, what is the lowest weight you put into 
the scales or do'wn to what weight can you weigh P — 
Four pounds. 

23.452. Do you weigh do'wn to two pounds P — ^No. 

23.453. Only four?— Yes. 

23.454. Do yon give a cast of the beam ? — Yes. 

23.455. Then praotioallyit is fonrimunda or nothing? 
—It is generally seven pounds or uoihing in a sack of 
potatoes. 

23.456. You never denote the weight under a half 
atone P — Yes, except it weighed between soven pounds 
and foortcon. 

23,457-60. Ifit wore six pounds? — I would give him tho 
six pounds. The practice is to allow sovoii pounds for 
the weight of tho liag when weighing a bag of potatoes. 

23.461. You pub four pounds or nothing ? — ^Yes. 

23.462. That is in addition to tho soven pounds the 
tare of the sack?— Yes. 

23.463. Is it always seven pounds ? — ^Yes ; that is the 
enstom here iu potatoes. 

23.464. You never aotnally woigh the empty sack? — 
Ho. 

23,465-6. Is that taro of seven pounds the same every 
nay in the season, no xnattor whether it is a wot or Gno 
«y- Supposing the potatoes wore brought in on a wet 
nay, andtne sack was completely satumtod with wet. 
Would yon allow anything additional P — No ; it would 
be the same thing. That is the goucrul thing, and we 
leave it so. 

23.467. The actual weight of the sack would be leas 
than seven pounds P— Yes. 

23.468. You allow tho difference between the ootual 
weight of the sack and the seven pounds for any mud 
around the potatoes ? — Yes. 

23.469. "What do you ohargo for cornP — ^Three half- 
pence a sack for weighing. 

23.470. If sold and not weighed do you levy any 

charge p— No. ® j ^ j 
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23.471. Aro there any private corn merchants ui ilio 
townP — Yos. 

23.472. I suppose a good deal of com goes to them 
nnd docs not go ihrou^ the market at all P— Tho bulk 
of it goes to them. 

23,473—4. You do not rocoivo any charge ? — No. 

23.475. Do you know, do they charge u'ly^liing for 
weighmg P— Yea. 

23.476. At any period wore tho chai;gos collcotcfl 
from tbeso corn merchants r— Not that I knoiv of or 
never heard of it. 

23.477. You only then luvj' a charge on corn whou 

you [lei'form the service of weighing it ? Yes. 

23.478. 'VVhat is Iho osiimated tiiru of the Img ir 
oornP— Wo weigh the bags genci ally alter the corn has 
been emptied out, but wc do not weigh them iu tho caao 
of potatoes. 

23.479. In the o.ise of disputo betwoen tho buyer nud 
Kllcr of i»tatoes, you wonld weigh tic empty sack?— 

23.480. Would you charge anything additional for 
that? — No. 

23.481. You do not charge anything additional for 
weighing the empty bag of corn ?— No. 

23.482. On eggs, what do yoa charge ? — Wo charge 
nothing to the sellors, hut to the parties who stand and 
buy them are charged twopence each stand. 

23.483. Hare the bnyers stands on tho sti-eot r— Yes ; 
they buy them on tho sti’oet. 

2.3,48-1.. Is this for export purposes ?— Yes, chiefly. 

23,485-6. You ch.irge them twopence ? — Yes. 

23.487. What do these standings couipri-«o? Carts 

and boxes. 

23.488. That is iho only ohargo?— Tea. 

23, •W9. Supposing they do not buy at all and have a 
standing theroP- 1 charge them nothing. Even wheu 
they hay n little I chni'ge them nothing. 

23.490. Wbab do you call a little P— When they buy 
Only a lew hundred eggs, two or thi-ee hnudi-ed. I do 
not charge anything on them. 

23.491. What is the custom here os to the uumlier in 
a huudi'od of eggs ? — Ten dozen. 

23.492. The practice here is the same ns elsewhere? 
— Yes. 

23.493. You have only the twopenny charge P Yes. 

23.494. It is 2d. or nothing ? — That is all. 

23.495. On hay what is yonr charge P — For weighing 
hay I charge lOd. per ton. 

23.496. Then you havo a weighbridge bereP — Yes. 

23.497. "Where do they expo.io the hay for sale? — 
Thoy bring in the loads to be weighed. It is generally 
sold before they bring them in. 

23.498. Do they ovei- buy the hay by bulking the 
load and not by the to;i ? — I very seldom know it to be 
done. 

23.499. You never heard of its being dinioP— No, 
except they buy it ont in tho farmers' stand. 

23.500. All hay brought in is weighed at the bridge ? 
— ^Yes. It is tho only bridge in the t own. 

23.501. It is only when yoa weigh you levy your 
charge? — Yes. 

23.502. Tho same remarks apply to straw P — Yos. 

23.503. Do you always weigh the empty car?-- 
Always. 

23.504. Is that Uio only deduction from the gross 
weight?— It Is the only dednotion. 

23.505. Nothing additional is allowed for wetP — 
No. 

23.506. Or for fraudulently prepared hay P — No. 

23.507. Have any oases occurred within your manage- 
ment of the hay being fraudulently prepared? — Some 
buyers will state that the sellers puc a little wet stulT 
into the centre. 

23.508. There is no deduction from the price or 
weight other than tho tare of the car P — Quite so. 

23.509. No prosecutious have ever been instituted for 
frandolently prepared hay ? — No. 

23.510. When thoy woigh a load of hay and go off to 
deliver and rotnru with the empty cart, did you over 
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hear that they changed the wheels of the empty cart P 
—No taccanBe it is in the immediate neighhoni-hood 
they deliver it, and except they had two or three nnlee 
u> go they would have no chauco of changing tho 
wheels. 

23.511. No complaints have been made F— No. 

23.512. Yon charge lOd. a ton on straw P— Yes. 

23.513. I suppose there is more actually than tho 
i,m in the load ?— Very often less. 

23, 5U. Supposing there was a gi’eat deal loss, would 
you charge lOd.? — No; a haU'pemiy per hundred- 
weight. 

23.515. If it is over a ton you charge propor- 
tionately?— Yes, the same way. 

23.516. On turnips what is your charge ?— Tho same 
thing. 

23,617. Practically on everything you weigh at the 
weighbridge you charge a halfpenny a hundi-odwcight ? 
—Yes. 

23.518. Is it on the gross weight or net you charge P 
—On the net weight. 

23.519. You never charge for weighing tho cart P — 


Never. 

23.520. Supposing they bring ill an empty cart and 
want to ■'veign it?— I charge nothing. 

23.521. Supposing I brought in a cart fortlio piiv- 
poso of ascertaining the weight of it, what do yon 
charge ? — It is a thing that did not occru- while I am in 
possession, except on a few occaiiions, and I did it 
gratis. I do not chwge anything in that cose. 

23,522-3. "What do yon receive on young calves P — 
2tl. per cart. 

23.524. No matter what the number is, and if they 
had only one in the cartP—Yery seldom I charge for 
one. 

23.525. If there were two would you chai-ge ? — 
Yes. 

23,626. Seemingly ymu give and take a gcod deal P — 
Yes. 

23,527. Are these the only commodities upon which 
yon receive charges, or hare you any standing chai'ges 
on market days, such as clothes dealers or anything 
like that? — ^Yes, when they come they pay me 2d. 

23,.52H. Each standing P — ^Yes. 

23.529. No mat^r whether it is the staniliiig of n 
cart, or some boards over biUTols, or anything like 
that ? — Quite so, 

23.530. What desoriptiou of standings are these, or 
what commodities do they expose on them? — Oast 
clothes and shawls. They are generally strewn on the 
street. 


23.531. Have theyauy sweetmeat standings P — ^Very 
little of them now. we used have them here some time 
ago. 

23.532. Is furniture ever exposed for sale on the 
street ? — ^No. 

23,533-4. Did you make up the average receipts? — 
Yes, lean give you them. Hook them up in April 
188.5, and from April 1885 to December 1885 tire 
receipts were 3Gi. 12s. 6d. 

2b, 5^. Is that the gross amount or the neb ? — The 
gross is the net. 

23,536. Deducting your labour and your sons’? — 
Yes. For the peiiod from the 1st jnnnavy 1886 to 
the 31st December 1886, the receipts aiuoauted to 
4Sl. 10s. 7d . ; from the 1st January 1887 to 31st De- 
cember 1887, 49?. 5s. 6(i. ; from the 1st January 1888 to 
the 22nd November 1888, 55?. Os. M. The average for 
the stated period is 47?. 7s. 3d. 

23,587. Do you pay any quit-rent at all r — No. 

23.538. Do you effect any repairs in tho market 
place ? — ^Yes. 

23.539. What facilities have you for weighing? I 

have two beams and scales in the market house, one 
for butter and one for potatoes; and the weigh- 
bridge. 


23.543. Whero is the woigh-hridgo orootedP— Imme, 
diately in front of tho market building. Part of it is 
within, the building. 

23.544. Supi) 08 ing potatoes aro brought iu and sold 
to a man who subsoiiuoutly rotailud thorn in the 
market, would you cliurgo tiio rotiiilor auythiug?— 
Yes. Thoro is oiio portion of tho market occupied by a 
retailer, and wc charge him 9t?. por week. 

23,045. Only thooiioP — Yos. 

23.546. Portion of the luarkoL is Sob off fry him?— 
Quito so. 

23.547. Doob ho practically moke a uhedof itf— Ho 
stores in it. 

23.548. It is a sbiiU P— Yos. 

23.549. Is that tho only slalliigc charge you have ?— 
That is ^0 only ouo. 

23.550. Supposing they do not soli all tho potatoes or 
corn brought in, could you give thorn storage accom- 
modation? — Yes. 

23.551. Do you do bo? — I do. 

23.552. Whiit charge do you levy ?— Nothing. I 
give it free until tho following day. 

23.553. Is it at their own risk? — No. I tako clua-go 
of tho comnioJitios for them. 

23.554. Could you tell me tho ratus at which tolls 
wore levied at these six old fairs p — 1 could. 

23.555. Was thcro a Loll -board orocted? — There 
was. 

23.556. You have not got a copy of it bore? — 
No. 

23.557. On cattlo what wa.s tho charge ?-«k?. 

23.558. Was tliat only on l;he animal actually sold?— 
Yea. 

23.559. What were tho other charges ? — Shoop, Id,; 
lambs, horses, 6t?. ; pigs, !<?. ooch. 

23.560. Nothing else came in P — Theso wore the chief 
things exposed for sale. 

23.561. Do you chai’go on yoarlinga tho same lu 
on tho other animals, that is, 4*?. each? — No, only 
2d. 

23.562. Do you remember any period hero when the 
markets wore bettor than they arc at prceont? — Ido, 
very well. 

23,563 What do you assign a.s the cause of the 
decay. Is there much of tho hind around in tillage, or 
is it all pasture P — A great <lc:il of it is tillage. Tho 
depression ol‘ tho timea had a good deal to do with 
the decay of tho imu’kot. 

23.564. If there ia a gi-eaii dual of tho laud iu tillage 
it ought to be a bc1.tor market. Would you say the 
gi-ciitev \»C'Vccntiiigo o!‘ tho Itiml of tbo surrounding 
country is in tilhigc P — Jlardly, I tliiuk. 

23.565. Or would you asHigii imnl,tior reason for the 
decay hero, the prpximity of the otlior markets F— I 
suppose it has a goiid deal to do with it. Midletos 
does a good deal iu that way to iiijiivo us. 

23, .566. Did you over hoar the piioplo oomplainingof 
any of tho olmrgoB V — No. 

23.567. No complniuts have ovor been made to you? 
— No. 

23.568. Did you ovor bear that any such wore mane 
to anybody else P--Nu. Thoro wob uJvor iniy objection 
made to tho tolls lovied iu this town. They were 
always paid vay well luul without fuiy trouble. 

23.569. From what districts aro tho marketable com- 
moditiea hrouglit F — ^Tlio sunuundiug districts, four 
five and six milos on every side. 

23.570. Thoro ia no regulation in the market com- 
pelling the people to boII thoir commodities through 
brokers or agentsP— No. 

23.571. Every farmer or producer who comes in w 
free to aell to whom ho pleases P — Yes, and make the 
best price ho oaii. 

23.572. You have a ticket for* the weigh-bridgs ?"* 
Yes. 


23.540. Have complaints over been made to yon of 
inaccuracy in the weights? — ^No. 

23.541. The police visit them at the stated periods? 

23.542. Is this market-house where you have tho 
scaaos erected the building conveyed to you iu the 
deed P— Yes. 


23,673. Is it a printed ticket P — ^Yes. 

23,574-6. You always fill up tho block? — Yes. 

23.577. So that if they lose the ticket you ^ 
always in. a position to make another copy of it ^ 
Yes. 

23.578. Would you ohwge anything additional Ihr 
the copy P— No. 
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23.579. Ha'vo yon any means of asoertaium^ tie 
Quantity of these different commodities brought in on 
market day. Supposing it was required from yon to 
make a periodical rotnrn for the Government of the 
qaantity of the dificrcut commodities brought in and 
t\ie ennent prioea, do you think it would w possible 
to do it? — Yes, except I got Bomo notice. It wonld 
be impossible to do it now, bccaoso 1 have not kept 
them. 

23.580. 1 am not asking you as rognrds the past, 
but in futnre would it bo possible to make saoh a 
return ? — It would bo quite possible. 

23.581. Do you tliink it would be an accurate return 
of the quantity and current prices P — Yes, quite 
accurate, if it is needed that I aball do it. 

23.582. If shopkeepers put out standings on the road* 
way on a market-day, would you levy any charge P — I 
do not think I ■would. It has not been tiiod. 

23.583. Were any representations ever made to you 
to remove these markets oil' the streets and put them 
into the market building ? — No. 

23 684'. I suppose this market-house which has been 
erected would not afford sufficient Bjiace P — No. 

23,686. Were any representationa over made to you 
to provide a larger building ?— No. 

23,580. Have they over eoruplainod of the market 
being hdd on the streote P — No. 


23,687. Did they ever complain that on a very wot 
day they had no shelter accommodation P — ^No oom> 
plaints have Iieeu made. 

23.588. They did not complsiu of want of shelter for 
thoir perishable commodities? — No, simply for the 
reason tliot it is now us it has been always, and never 
any accommodation more than at present. 

23.589. Your charges ore always stationary F — Yos. 

23,590-2. Ton mode no change whatever, either 

by increasing the charges or decreasing them? — ISc 
ohaiigc. 

23,693. They remain stationary, although the value 
of the dillbrent commodities may fluctuate? — Quite 
so. 

23,594. Have you any observations or remarks, or 
sng^tions to make, that you ^iuk would better 
manjet ?— I know there are things possible to put a 
stop to. There are parties on market days who weigh' 
butter in tbeii* own houses, which is highly improper. 
It is depriving me of the right and title I pni'chasem 

23,695. Do they levy auy charge? — I cannot say. 

I do not believe they le^ a obaroe, but it is depriving 
me of that toll which I am entitled to forweigliing. 
It is highly improper, and if a stay were pu on them 
it would be pi’opcr and just. 

23,S9G-9. Are these the consumers who weigh? — 
Yob. 


Mr. DAKiEt, Ol 

23.600. Ton heard that i-omark of Mr. Sheebaii’s 
when he said it was an- objertionablo piwtice for 
private shopkecijora in the town to l)o weighing the 
butter? — Yea. 

23.601. Do you think the buyers would have more 
amSdence in the weighing at Mr. Shoebim’a public 

than in having the weight of the butter ascei** 
tained by a private shopkeeper P — I think nos, but I 
think it is to avoid the cost they go to the private shop- 
keeper. It is the pocuniwy dilferenco they look to. 

23.602. Shopkeepers do not charge anything for 
weighing ?— No. Thoy weigh tliemaelvos and affm-d 
aojommodfttion sooner than i-oruso custom which wonld 
be likely to promote the intercBts of the house. 

23,61)3. Have you formed any ideas about the markets 
being held on the streets. Do you think it is desirable 
they should be removed oft' the streets P— Personally I 
wonld say, no, .md I wonld resist any removal. I would 
rather equalise them through the public streets tt> give 
all traders a share of ■the ooueflt the markets confer. 
There is much contention in Midleton about tho re- 
moval of the fair, which would apply, 1 think, to most 
towns. People at one end, where the fairs and markets 
are not, have a grievance and I would be amuous to 
remove tciy grievance by equalising the inarketa on the 
public streets. 

28.604. Does not tho fact of the market bftmg held 
on the street occasion much filth and dii't P — never 
heud an objection. 

23.605. If it does, who cleans it P — In Midleton tho 
Caismissiouers clean it, but hero the owners of tho 
houses clean it. 

23.606. Would thoy put up with auy inoouveuienoo 
caused by tho fact of tho markets being bold ou the 
street for trade purposes P— No doubt, boaiuso the 
biggCT the market tho bigger tho filth. 

23.607. It is portly for li-ado purjioscK they suffer llio 
incQuvenieucc ?— Yes. 

23.608. Have tho private iubabitants complMiied of 
the fact of the moi'kots being hold on tho strocls P — I 
never heard. 

23.609. "What do you think of the ebargos levied 
by iSx. Shoohnu. Do you think thoy aro in any way 
oscesaivo or do they bear more heavily ou UilTorout 
riasBca of people frequenting tho market than on 
ethers P — No. I did not hear auy complainto as to 
excessive charge, but I heard it stated as a gi'iovance, 
to charge at all on the pubUo street. 

23.610. What is your own opinion on that. Do you 
think that if a toll or cha^gs is levied, aud no substan- 

ntum given by the owner, that it is a grievance P-~ 
I think there ought to be no tolls charged iu the public 
*^®et. I look ou the publio sbroct os the public 
highway. 
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iNlK examined. 

23.611. I take as your evidence, that where the 
owner of market rights pewforms no duty and provides 
no bnilding, that tolls elionld not bo payable? — I 
should say so. I might say 1 was in charge of the tolls 
for n ])eriod of 15 or 16 years, and I occupied the dual 
capacity for tho tniatoos of secrataiy ond treasurer. I 
was thoroughly acquainted with the management and 
wc did away with tho tolls to remove the claim made 
by the iowu to have no tolls charged, with a view to 
increasing the commerce of the town. Subsequently 
wc bad to make a cliorgc to remove the responsibility 
that the trustoes incurred with regard to the originu 
parchase, 

23.612. When did yon cease levying the charge P — 
About six years ago. 

28.613. How long were the markots toll freoP — 
think they wei-e toll freo for about two years. 

23.614. Did you weigh the commodities gratuitously P 
— Certainly not, because that was done in the market 
house. 

23.615. It was the standiug ou the street you allowed 
toll free ? — ^Tes. 

23.616. Do you think that the exaction of a toll acts 
in any way as a deterrent on people bringing in their 
commodities and nnimais and exposing them for sale 
at the markots and fain? — 1 think not, but it is 
generally complained of. 

23.617. Do you think if the markets were toll free 
altogether, except of course a charge for any services 
rendered by the owner, such as a weighing charge ; do 
you think that would indnoo people to cuiue into the 
market in greater numbers, aud bring in move stock 
and produce ? — I am not aware of auy iuatance where 
such iiu allegation was made. 

23.618. It would not bo on inducement? — I think 
not. 

23.619. Is that because they have no other market to 
go to P — No. 

23.620. Supposing there were Iwo markotH equally 
distant from a farmer | one was loll free, and the other 
was not ; would not he have a greater interest in going 
to the one that was toll free ? — Ho wonld so fur ns thu 
tolls were concerned, but if there wiis greater oom- 
petitiou where the tolls wero exacted be n'onld go 
thci'e. 

23.621. Ho would not consider the subsequent pay- 
ment of a toU if he thought he would have a ready 
market for his commodity? — ^I think not. 

23.622. The farmers always look fur the ready 
mnv lfBt P — Yes, the ready market and competition. 

23.623. They would not mind a small charge ? — It is 
BO Binall I never heard it alleged that thoy would stop 
at home because of it. 
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23,624. 13d you approve of tho present practice in 
Uidloton and other pWes in the coantiy of charfimg 
on the nniinals ivheve they enter the fair green, it a 
fail' grcun is provided, instead of a larger cbarge on 
the iniiimvls actnally sold V— I think it is fair where an 
animal occupies private property, where sold, to make 
a charge, and it is a cause of contention when they aro 
not sold that no charge is Tuade. I would be an 
advocate for equalising the charge on sold and unsold 
cattle. 

23,625. The charge at Midleton is on the animal on 
i-ntraace to the fair green, but there is no subsequent 
charge on the nnunals sold ?— That was the pi'sctico in 
Midlctou until the stalla or pens were erected. 

•23,fl2G. Whicli of iho practices do yon approve of ?— 

If I hud eoiilrol and could erect a market I would 
equalise the tolls ou all stock occupying pons, wbother 
HoUl or not, and reduce tho charge nousequciit upon the 
largo amount realised in preferonco to the charge on 
stuck sold. 

23.627. Ill that case you would have the difficulty, 
first, of collecring a toll on entrance, and snl«eqnently 
the collection on the animal actually sold. Do not yon 
think that would raise a great deal of cournsiou and 
contention?— I think not. lu this way there iffo parties 
lit the eiitranoe, and if tolls were collected on entering 
they u’ould have the same facility, and greater facility 
when all the stock were sold, and going out in the 
afternoon. Where yon have accommodation such a.a 
in ifidletou and Lismore — pens for stock — you could do 
away with any charge coming in, and have no charge 
e.vcupt they exhibited any stock to be sold. 

23.628. I take it, then, you nro in favour of owners 
who sell stock and avail thomselvea of the fair green, 
should bear a higher charge than those who avail 
thca’selves of the fair green, and whose stock are 
not sold ? — There ought he a difference. I would bo an 
advocate for ec|ualising the charge. 

23.629. If fairs are held in tho public street you are 
not in favour of any chwge at allP — Certaiuly not. 

I look on the streets ns the public highway. 

23.630. Do you approve of the system in Midleton 
of having a fnir green with pens around it. Do you 
think tlint is better than having the fairs on the 
ttreeta? — I think stock producers would like it better, 
and traders would like it worse. As a trader I would 
complain, but os a producer of stock I would admire. 

23.631. Have you any knowledge of the opinions 
of buyers. Do they approve of buying in a fair green ? 
—X know all are in favour of pens and stalls in tho 
fair greeu. 

23.632. You never heard that they have been unable 
to try cattle, aad view them as they could on the public 
street?— I think they could see them better on the 
public street, because they could shift them around. 

23.633. You never heard them complaining that in 
pens like those in Midleton they have been unable to 
see them properly ? — I have heard remarks to that 
effect, but I would not say complainta. 

23.634. You were one of the trustees in the con* 
veyauce of ihe property to Mr. Sheebanp— Yes. 

23.635. Have you a knowledge of the fairs and 
markets of towns other than Midleton or CloyneP — 

23.636. I wish to ask you a general question not 
relating to Midleton or Cloyne in particular. Axe you 
in favour, or do you approve of local authorities, if they 
exist iu a town, obtaining compulsory powers to acquire 
the market rights and tolls of the ownera in order to 
work them themselves ? — 1 would. 

23,037. And after paying the cost of management to 
apply the surplus to the benefit of the town?— I would 
approve of such a com-se. 

23.638. You think it would he desirable that local 
authorities should obtain such a power? — Certainly. 
Ton would have a concentrated or accumulated in* 
teress in promoting the interest of the town as well os 
the interest of the stock^prodocers, and bringing them 
into the town. I think the leas individuabty you have 
in a mutter of that kind the better, because one person 
may not he active or energetic when two or three 
persons might he the contrary, and it would bo a 
benefit to the town and to the buyers and sellers. 

28.639. On the whole, yon think tho united action 
of those comprising the local authority would tend to 
iniprtive the- market and fair P — ^Yea, and I think tho 
prolic should be applied for Ihe benefit of the town 
or maikei. 


23,610. Wbeve such local authority does not oxiat, 
do you think market trustees huoU as they have ia 
Limerick, should bo established to work the markets 
nml fairs in tho same way ns a local authorityf— 

I do. 

23.6'il. In any cn.so you say you do not like tbe 
present system of imliviiluality in the ownership of 
markets and fail's P— tTo. It is vory detrimental to the 
interest of tho town. 

23,642. That is tho commercial interest P— That is 
what I mean ; and alluding to the deproasion of the 
markets there wero several roo-^ons for our markets 
becoming a gi’eat deal loss, ov to n.se another phrase, 
small by degrees. Emigration ia tho first, I would say. 
This town originally was tho property of the see. Thea 
there was a lease of 40 yoars, but that expired on the 
dontb of the reigning biahop, and tbeu came the par- 
chase interest which promoted ii liig interest in tliat 
way, and a desire to extend the town mid tho buildingi 
in the town. As a corn market 1 would volunteer to 
say it is a very im|)ortant barley market. In 1874, 
1875, and 1876 I saw 70,000 and ^,000 Ijarrels of corn 
in the market, and tho.so com factoi-s weighed them* 
selves. I think tho imlilic would like to have a public 
weighmastCT. Tho com onght to be weighed at a 
similai' scale, and delivered ac tho store for a halfpenny 
a bag, which would serve tho seller a good deal, and 
promote public confidence and lesson the profits of the 
storekeeper. If wc do that, and hod authority for 
receiving that cliargo tho result wonld be very advan- 
tageous for local charities, and tho extension of local 
husincBS. Tn ibo 80,000 bnrrola of coni if wc bad 
80,000 half^nco it wonld bo voi-y nioc, oud that is 
ooniod on for three months. Tho system of weighing 
in the stores, althnngli no allogatinn is made, there is a 
general complninb. 

23.643. You have heard Huoh ?— Yos. 

23.644. What is tho iiaturo of tho complaint?— The 
persons soiling the com coni^ilain that they sometimes 
do not meet with justico Irom the woighmoster of 
the corn. 

23.645. That is, when tho weighmaster is thebnyerP 
—When the weighmaster weighs for tho buyer. 

23.646. Or is the buyer himself? — Well, I have not 
seen on iustaiico hero where tho buyer weighs himself. 
It is his agent weighs it ; he is expected to discharge 
the duty. The weighmaster ia held responsible for any 
deficiency when tho corn is leaving the store, so that 
there is an inducement to have good weight for the 
buyer. 

23.647. When corn or potatoes aro brought in londe 
to Mr. Sheehan is there any poi'torage charge levied, or 
have the farmers to perfoi'm that duty themselves, of 
taking the bags olV the cart P — They do that themselves, 
but if the com was to bo weighed there should be 
porterage. 

23,fri8. They pay no ohargo to men lor lifting tin 
bags? — I am not aware. Whoii they are there they 
generally help each other. 

23.649. Arc there any other observations you would 
care to make allcoling the markets or fairs throaghont 
tho conntiy, or what yon thiulc would tond to improve 
them? — I would say about tbo eBtablisbmeut of I'™ 
monthly fairs iu tho district is vory detrimental to 
tho interests of tho community, such as tlie foi>* 
Midleton, Caatlemnxtyr, uud other places. The pubUo 
would very much, I think, prefer the old fairs to w 
monthly fairs, os there would be a beteer distribution 
of stoc^, bub the railway accommodation and ta* 
banking acoommodiitiou gives ouconmgoment to brag 
stock to those places. I'or iustance, ifl bnystocki^ 
to 9 o'clock in Midleton I onn send them away fm® 
there by tho afternoon train, aud they will te ® 
Bristol the second evening. If t get them here i »vs 
no facilities of this kind, and banking facilities induce 
tho people to lake their bwoIc toaucliplaces as Midl 0 to”< 
which has awallowod up the suvronuding fail's. 

23.650. Tho fact of having railway communication w 

facilities for exporting stock docs not affect the wUff 
but the buyer, and do you think on account of ta* 
isolated condition of Cloyuo, and the distance 
railway communication, the buyers are °®terrte 
coming here ? — I think so. If I want to go to ^‘ 7 ?^ 
I C!\n go there easily iu the morning by the 6 ® ® 
train in 35 or 40 minutes fi-om Cork, whereas if a tej 
is coming to Oloyne ho must come the ” i,i, 

and tiike a oar from Midleton hero, which maheJ 
expenses greater. 
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23,651-2. The mai-kets and fairs in. this country being 
the principal means by which n groat mtuiy of the 
people obtain a livelihood because it is parely an ngri- 
coJtmol country, do you think there shoala bo some 
authority existing in the conntry regulating or having 
control over the markets and fairs tlironghout it to 
which appwils could be made by the owners or people 
having any grievance to complain ofP — Ido, We ap. 
pealed to an authority in Cork and they overruled 
the appeal although pu&lic opinion was in favour of the 
appeal. 

23,653. This was the sheriff’s jury P — Tea. 

23,654'- What were they, wero they petit jurors or the 
gi-and jury ? — They were selected hy the sheriff' as 
stock producers and asked their opinion as to whether 
they would consider the fairs in Midleton more advan- 
tageous and more centiitl, and the accommodation and 
prices better, aud a lot of other questions. Of course 
they were in favour of Midleton, 

23,66.5. At that time hail Mr. Sheehan any right 
vested in him that would bo matei-ially affected by the 
establishiueiit of these fairs P — Yea. 

23.656. But tho jmy found in favour ofLord Midleton P 

^Tliey did. When I had ehai’ge of the fail's here seven 

or eight yearn ago. I had the tcnls and mai-ket house let. 
and was receiving a rent of 301. at first, thon 25/., and 
then 30/. According as the depression wa.s growingit 
went down to 8/. 8/. will represent a good deikl of stook 
sold. Thou having no tolls or no fairs it will represent 
in a big ffguie the loss the town has siistainod owing to 
the expenses then incurred, and to meet thoir liabilities 
the trustees came to the conclusion of selling. 

23.657. What time doos the marketusaally commence 
in the morning P— It commences in the morning esrly. 
I sh-iuld say in summor time 6 o’clock, and now about 
7 or 8 o’clock. 

23.658. Wbat time is tho market usually over? — I 
should say Lbo market ia over at noon practically, bnt 
our hnsincas goes on through the day. 


23.659. Have you ever heard of complaints in fore- 
stalling fowl or anything like that P — I have not 
heard of any want of accommodation in that way. 
There was a ■ place where the cars and horses or any 
idle vehicles stood, and a presentment was made to the 
road sessions, which not being opposed, the presentment 
WM gi'onted, and the people of the town deprived of 
this public right aud convenience. 

23.660. There was no represeutation made on behalf 
of the townspeople of the benefit it was to themP— 
Ho. 

23.661. It was used os a commonP — Yes. If I 
recollect rightly it was a commonage given by one of 
the bishops for tho use of vehicles so as not to be 
iiitorfofing with the pathways. 

23.662. Have you any other observations to make? — 
It is a growing practice here and very detrimental to 
our welfare tor stock producers to go about buying 
from the farmers the beasts they promice. At present 
there i-s an oiTongement between the bacon outers to 
prevent that, and now they do not go to the houses 
through the country. They attend the fairs, but it ie 
only within tho post, six months. 

23.663. Previously the buyers went to the residences 
of the people .“—Yes. 

23.664. Would you call that u system of forestalling P 
— I would, aud I think it should not be tolerated in any 
commercial community. It is detrimental to tho 
interests of every town. 

23.665. It is your opinion then that all stock ehonld 
bo lu'aoght into the fair or market in order to cause 
greater competition among the buyers P— Unquestion- 
ably. 

23.666. Do you think a producer would obtain a loi-gcr 
price by bringing bis stock to the fair than he gets at 
present ? — I expect he would from public oompetatiou. 


Mr. ToBUS Ql 

23.667. Yon agree in the several observations made 
by Mr. Cronin P — Yes. 

23.668. Do his opinions practically agree with your 
own ? — Yes. 

23.669. You aro in trade in tho town P —Yes. 

23.670. Have yen formed any ideas about the re- 
moval or continuance of tho mavketo on the public 
thoroughftire ? — I think it is the most fitting place. I 
saw several towns throughout Ireland, and it is 
generally on the street they aro held. 

23.671. Do you think it would be better to have 
enclosed market buildings with shelter accommoda- 
tion, so as to ufToi'd protection to those frequenting the 
market and the perishable commodities brought in P — 1 
think it would if there was a largo •raarkefc, aud if 
people had to stop out under the weather they would 
mquire some placo of shelter, but at present I think it 
is mttcr to have them on the street. 

23.672. Hava you bought or sold at any of the pig 
fairs hero ? — Yos. 

23.673. Have they got tho system of luck-penny P — 
Tea, tho buyers will keep 6d. for each pig. 

23.674. It is fixed? —Yes. I had a commission from 
Mr. Lunham, of Cork, to buy ]jigs by live weight, and 
was getting a gi’cat number of pigs once a week, and 
the other buyers then objected. 

23.675. That is to the buying by weight P — Yes. It 
was destroying the buyers, because they would not 
come to tho market. Mr. Lunham usca to send me 
a telegram to give so much by live-weight, but that 
was done away with. 

23,675. Do you think that system of bnying by 
weight is bettor than tho present one P — Of com-ae 
it is. 

23.677. Do you think it would bo a benefit to the 
community in general to buy oil cattle by weight P — 
Yes, of course it would. 

23.678. Have any over been weighed here P — Ho, but 
the pigs wei-e weighed. I conld buy them any other 
way than by live- weight until M!ay or August. 

23.679. Wbat was the charge P — 6d. a pig. 

23.680. That woe the only charge on pigs P — Yes. 

23.681. Yon approve of the establishment of weigh- 
bridges all over the country P — Yes. It is a great 
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service to the community, and to the famers espe- 
cially. They would like it very much after a time, 
because I went to some people who had an objootion to 
sell by Uve-waigbt, aud they asked 21. 10s. for pigs, 
and aftei'warda, when weighed on the bridge, the pig 
used to make 9s. or lOs. more. 

23.682. From whom do yon think tbe opposition 
comes, as a rule. Do you tliiuk there ia great opposi- 
tion on the jjart of the buyers?— Yes, there is a regalia 
combination among the buyers. If they see a certain 
numlier of pigs in the market they will not go out 
until 7 o’clock, and only agree to give a price, and 
they do uot actually give tho farmer the value of the 
pigs. 

23.683. Do they agree on a price to pay beforehand ? 
— There is no doubi about it. 

23.684. Have yon heard of that P— Yea. 

23.685. They agree among tbemselvoe on a price to 
give for tho pigs, and they will not go any higher P — 
Yes. 

23.686. Practically the farmers are bound by tbe 
decision of the buyers beforehand ? — Yes. 

23.687. Do these men sell themselves in the market P 
— No, they send them to Mr. Lunham, to Limerick and 
Waterford, and Mr. Lunham’s manager complained 
veiy much, and said owing to the private buyers 
charge they will not be able to compote with other 
connti'ics if tbe system goes on. 

23.688. The buyer stops tbe luck-penny, and does 
not wait for toe seller to give it ? — They dMnct it from 
tbe price. 

23.689. What do yon think of that practice ? Does 
the farmer, when contracting for the value of the pig 
with the buyer, put on bis price that 6d. ? — That is the 
luok-penny. 

23.690. I will take youttelf. Supposing you went to 
sell somo pigs, would yon consider the Inck-pcnny 
when stating what yon wanted for toe pigs ? — I never 
consider that. 

23.691. You do not think the fact of this luck-penny 
being charged enhances the value of toe pig or honham 
by 6d. ? — ^No. 

23.692. Have you attended any other fairs for buying 
cattle P — Yeo. 

23.693. Wonld you sa.y tbe same observations apply 
to cattle or horses P — ^It is the custom of the country. 
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2y,694. But the Inck-pcnny, in the case of cattle or 
Dorses and animalg othof than pi^, fluctaates, and is 
always left to the disposition of the seller P— Exactly, 
but the buyer on all otscasions stops it on pigs. 

23.695. Do you think a feir gi'eon a proper place for 
selling cattloP This is a general question, and iiot 
relating to Cloyne?— I think it would, but I diflbv 
■mth Mr. Cronin about charpng on the cattle going iii. 
If a poor man had three cattle coming in, he may not 
have the price of his breakfast, and I think it would be 
very rnifaw to charge on the cattle he would bring in, 
because he may have to take them home unsold after- 
wards. 

23.696. Would you i-ather have a higher charge on 
the animals sold, than a smaller’ charge on entry ? — 
Tes ; because a poor farmer coming in might have a 
difficulty in getting the money. 

23.697. {Tlie Comniesimm- to Mr. Crmin.) Do you 
hear the observation of Mr. Qnin P — Yes. I think the 
general principle is better than the singular jjrinciple, 
becaose mostly all the cnttlo are sold. I would any 
three-fourths of the stock are sold, and consequently 
there are three advantages to the one disadvantage in 
not selling. I think the general thing more advan- 
tageous tl^ the other. 


23,698. (Ifr. Quin.) I think if a man bronchtt>,T« 
or four lioifors, and 1 h cliargod M. niich it « 
hecaUHo I often Imcw mou not to havo a siiill^l ■ ’ 
their finckcts, and would havo a groat difflcultv In 
getting thoir hreHkfast. and might not havu imv tvL« 
to hoiTOW it from. ^ P^-ison 

2.1,699 HOToyrn foi'nioa. my i,lo,is ns to tha lovyUi. 
a toll Do yoo thmk tlio l„„„o,-a of tho ommtoy 
objoet to i»y for lajcommraliition or scrvicos roidenriP 
— 1 do not thuik they would. 

2.3,700. Had yon convoi-Batioiw with .any of thomK- 
With aovoi'al. I'hoy do nob like to pay for cattle 
brought into a fair and not sold. Jor catUe 

23,701. But when tho Jairu ai-o held ou the nnhlir 
thorooghfarc, and toUa m-e levied on tliem without rmr 
immediate service lioing rendered by the owner & 
you think there Khonlil bo an aljoUtimi of tolls in 
cases P— I uovor heard any objnrtioiiH to the tolls nro- 
vidcd they woro reasonable and (air, and not 

BIVO. 


23,702. You liiivo formed 
No. 


ideas yourself? - 


Mr. Eobere Walsu oxaminod. 


23.703. (TFit«e«s.) I heard some remarks Mi’. Cronin 
made with regard to charging tolls at a fair green. 
My impression is, and I agi-ee with Mr. Qnin, that no 
tolls should be charged on cattle coming into the fair. 
I think it is very wrong to charge on cattle unsold, 
and I endorse Mr. Quin’s remark that many a poor man 
might not have the means of paying the toll, when 
perhaps, his cattle u;ould not be sold afterwards. 

23.704. Do yon think as Mr. Cronin advocates, there 
would be a greater benefit to the community at large 
than individual inconvenience. Do yon think a benefit 
would be derived from a svstem like that inMidletou, 
that would counterbalance the individual inconvenieuce 
some people would be put to ? — On tho contrary 1 think 
the old system is bettor, to charge on the cattle sold, as 
they are coming oat of the fair. 

23,70.5. Mr. Cronin advocates a charge ou all animals 
that avail themselves of the fair green or pens, hut tho 
animals when sold should pay a higher charge than 
those that remain unsold f — 1 think it would he very 
hard to manage that; I think the old course is 
better. 

28.706. (Mr. Cronin^ interpoainfi.) Tho old course led 
to many disputes. Five or six men would form a gap, 
and if there was a doubt as to the sale they would 
swear the parties, and did so wrongfnlly. I have no 
hesitation in saying, they took the oath to avoid the 
tolls ; and there would be many an assault and blow of 
a stick given to the people and the cattle. I suggested 
if there was a fair green and pons nob utilised the 
people need not pay for the use of them. 

23.707. If such a fair green were prorided would you 
l)e in favour of having rules and regulations in that 
market or fair confining the exposure of animals to the 
fair green, instead of allowing them to go about the 
streets indiscriminately ? — If that fair green was 
provided and built out of a pei-son’s private purse, un- 
questionably he is entitled to get a charge for the 
outlay, but in the public street where there is no 
private outlay there should be no charge. 

23.708. (Mr. WaUh, continuing hig eBicImee.) I en- 
tirely agree with Mr. Cronin that there should he .no 
charge on the public streets. Where the public street 
is open to everyone, and no accommodation given, I 
think no tolls should he charged. I apply that remark 
to everything sold on the streets. 

23.709. Have you ever heard complaints of fore- 
stalling where the buyers go out to meet the producers 
and pay a price beforehand for the animals or commo- 
dities ? — I ^eard that in former times. 

23.710. Is that practice existing relative to auy 

particular commodity P—Yes. I believe u-ith regard 
to fowl people go outside the town before they enter 
and pm-chase them on the roads. That is verv detri- 
mental to the town, beeauso the seller when he gets 
his money goes home and does not come to the t^n 
7’hat happened in' many eftses. ' 


23,711. Do you think if llio sollor into the town 
there wonlil bo greater eompetilion, and he would get 
a better price P— Yes, if the Kollora wore located in the 
principal strectH where tho sullnrs luid buyers would 
bo together, thoro would bo Homo oorupotition. 


23.713. Havo yon hiul much oxporionce ?— Not much. 

23.714. Yon are a trader iu thiH town ? — Yes. 

Where local anthoritioR exist in a town in 
which inarkots and fairn arc huld, would you he in fair 
or wftulrl you approve of micih mithnrity obtainimr com- 
pulsory pnwers to acquire the market rights and tolls, 
and w’ork thorn for the public benofit?— Certainly, 
whore there ia a local authority. 


23,716. Do you think that local antliority would 
bo bettor able to work tho markets and faii-s. and 
manage them to th? greater Batisfactioii of the farmers 
attending them and the buyovH, than a private indi- 
vidual ? — That is my impression. 


23,717. Do you think tho iirodncei'H and hnyera would 

have mom confidence in thoir management P I d&re 

say they w'ould. 


2.3,718. Wonld you npjirovo of siKili tolls being levied 
by sneh authority ns wonld only ho ciinivalont to the 
cost orraanagomeufc and ofl’oofciiig any ropnira required 
to be done ?— Cci’ioinly. 

23,719. You would approve of no toll being levied, 
exmpt such as would recoup them for any expenditure ? 


_ 23,720. And not to havo any largo siirplua to go for 
improvements not connected with the market ?— Yes, 

23,721. You are ono of the poor law guardians?— 


23.722. Practically, your ovidonoc is that if a local 
hod control of tho markets and fairs, they 

should not make it a largo souriio of revenue, and only 
exact such charges as wonld pay for tho cost of 
management P— Yes. 

23.723. And auy further toll which would bring in 
receipts over and above the cost of mauagomeut should 
bo abolished P — Yes. I should say it would be a 
hardship on the peojilo. 

23.724. Do you think that tho levying of a toll 
prevents people from bringing thoir commodities, or 
anects the marketP — Where there is an exorbitant 
toll levied it would. 

Havo you any other observation? — I do not 
tnink i have any remarks to make, except tbat I think 
it_i3 very hard to impose a 'tariff on cattle coming ill 
puthout beipg Bold, ' 
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Mr. Davu) Sub£Eas re-examined. 


23 726. (TFtiJiese.) I wish, to twld that when I took the 
toHs T h^ no intention oF making any personal profit. 
I will simply state how I got Into this afi'aiv. 1 was 
one of ten who borrowed, money from the bonk. My 
Dfune was signed to n bill to wipe off the debt of the 
Comniisaioners. 'WliQu the bill was to bo renewed, 
twoorthrcoofthe ten objected. “'WeU,” satdl, “I will 
“ be one of liTe,” and I conld not get four or three, 
and then I pnrehased nnfortunatoly for myself. At 
the time I bought it tolls were charged, and 1 cannot 
for the life of me eco that there is any grievanee in 
charging them now. Mi-. Cronin and Mr. Walsh were 
among the ten who originally signed the bill in the 
bank. 

23,727. (Afr. Croniu.) It was a general question 
affecting the community. 


23.728. (Mr. Sheeltan.) X think l^r. Wnlsh ahoald not 

object to tolls being charged in the town of Olojno 
after what I have stated. ' . »- 

(Mr. WaUh.) Yes, from the stat&of the markets. 

23.729. (I7*s G'or»fnis«toner.} The statement was that 
whore the markets oi-o so small, and being held on the 
street, no tolls should be charged. 

23.730. (Mr. Ortnii*.) I would be an advocate for 

recognising Mr. Sheehan’s right to proper compen- 
sation. . . , . 

23.731. (Mr. Slicelim.) 1 want ,to show I did not go 
into it by premeditation. 

23.732. (Mr. WaWh.) I am only giving my opinion 
what should be done. 

23.733. Is there any other gentleman who has any 
evidence to give F— No answer. 


The inquiry then terminated. 


QUEENSTOWN. 


With reference to my inquiry in Queenstown on tlie 24th November 1888, 1 beg to 
report as follows : — 

Queenstown, formerly callecl the Cove of Cork, is a seaport and important naval 
station in the county of Cork. It is situated on the southern side of the Great Island, 
which rises quickly from the water’s edge to a height of 305 feet. The houses are 
generally well and substantially built, and many of them of attractive appearance. 
The haroour itself, exclusive of its numerous creeks and bays, is four miles in length 
and two in breadth. There is a good general trade, but consists principally in 
providing the 'necessary supplies for the various vessels calling to the port. The local 
government is vested in Town Commissioners, and the population is 9,755. 

The market day is Saturday. There are, at present, no fairs held in Queen.stown. 
Tolls, in the nature of standing charges, are levied at the markets, but their payment 
is restricted to commodities, sales of which have been effected in the market buildings. 

The market rights are the property of Smith Bairy, Esq., M.P., who has them, 
however, sublet to the Town Commissioners, under an agreement dated 31st December 
1874, for 14 years from 1st Januai-y 1875, • at the yearly rent of 50i. •’ 

One patent was granted for Queensto^vn. It is dated 20th September 1781, and 
authorises the Honourable Richard Barry to hold markets on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, and fairs on the 20th April and 15th October. These markets and fairs 
were to be held in or at the town and lands of BaUyvolane, otherwise Cove, in the 
county of Cork. 

In accordance with ray instructions, I have inspected the market place. 

The fish, potato, and vegetable markets are held in the basements and yards of the 
Town Hall and Court House, both of which buildings are situated in one of the 
principal streets. The markets are entered by an archway, the fish and meat markets 
being on the left, and the potato and vegetable markets on the right. Sufficient 
accommodation seems to be afforded for the trade done in the markets. The principid 
business transacted within the buildings is of a retail cliaracter. Both markets are 
partly covered over, and provided with three sets of scales and a weighing machine. 
No scale of the charges is erected. 

Various marketable commodities are hawked about the town, and there does not 
seem any disposition to exist to restrict the sale of such commodities to the- market 
buildings. 

The establishment of fairs was strongly advocated if facilities were provided for the 
safe and expeditious transit of stock to and from the adjoining islands and mainland. 

C c 2 
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Appended will be found a copy of the patent, tiated 20th Soptomber 1781, together 
■with a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry . 

JOHN J. O’MEARA, 

45. Lower Mount Street, Assintant Commissioner. 

Dublin. 


Copy Patent, dated 20th September 1781. 

George the Third, by the grace of God, of Great Britain and Ireland, King, 
Defender of the Faith, and so forth. To all unto whom these presents shall comei 
greeting. Whereas it appears by an inquisition taken by virtue of Our writ of ad 
qiiod damnum issued in pursuance of a warrant given by Our right trusty and well- 
beloved cousin and counsellor Frederick Earl of Garlialo, our Liouteuant-Geueral and 
Geueral-Governor of Our said kingdom of Ireland, on cho petition of the Honorable 
Richard Barry, that the granting him two several yearly fairs, to be held annually for 
ever, in or at the town and lands of Ballyvolaue, otherwise Cove, in the county of 
Cork, that is to say, one fair to be held on every 20th day of April, and one other 
fair to be hold on every 15fch day of October, as also two weekly markets to be held 
in or at the town and lands aforesaid on every Wednesday and Saturday for ever, 
will be no damage, hm*t, or prejudice to Ds or any of Our subjocts who hold fairs or 
markets in the neighbourhood of the said town and lands of Ballyvolane, otherwise 
Cove aforesaid. Know ye therefore that We, of Our special grace, cerfeiiiu knowledge, 
and mere motion, by and with the advice and consent of Our said right trusty and 
right well-beloved cousin and counsellor Frederick Earl of Carlisle, anti Lieutenant- 
General and General-Governor of Our said kingdom of Ireland, have given and granted, 
and by these presents for Us, Our heirs and successors. We do give and grant unto 
the said Honorable Richard BaiTy, his heirs and assigns, full power and authority to 
have and to hold two several yearly fairs as also two weekly markets for ever in or 
at the said town and lands of Ballyvolane, otherwise Cove, in Our said county of 
Cork, that is to say, one fair to be held on every 20th day of April, and one other 
fair to be held on every 15th day of October, as also two weekly markers to be held 
in or at the town and lands aforesaid on every Wednesday and Saiiurday for ever, 
unless the said 20th day of April or the said 15th day of October happen to fall on a 
Sunday, then Our will is and by these presents for Us, Our heirs and successors, We do 
grant unto the said Honorable Richard Barry, his heii*s and assigns, that he, the said 
Honorable Richard Baiwy, his heirs and assigns, and every of them, may have and 
hold the said fairs in or at the said to'wn and lands of Ballyvolane, otherwise Cove, 
aforesaid, the Monday then next following every such Sunday. Together with a 
court of pye powder to be held in said town and lands during the said fairs and 
markets. And Our further will is, and by these presents for Us, Our heirs and 
successors. We do gi’ant unto the said Honorable Richard Barry, his lioirs and assigns, 
that he, the said Richard Bany, his heirs and assigns, may for over have and receive 
all and singular the tolls, customs, privileges, and immunities wliatsoovor from the 
said fairs, markets, and com*t arising, or to such fairs, markets, and court belonging 
or appertaining, or by means of the same, or any of thorn, growing or accruing, 
without any account to Us, Onr heirs or suooessors, to be roiulorod for the same. 
And Our further ^vill is, and We strictly enjoin and command for Us, Our heirs and 
successors, that the said Richard Barry, his heirs and assigns, may for over have and 
hold the said fairs and markets in or at the town and lands of Ballyvolane, otherwise 
Cove aforesaid, in manner and form aforesaid, together with thu said court of pye 
powder, and all usual •tolls, customs, privileges, and immunities from the said fairfi, 
markets, and court arising, or to the same of right or by custom belonging or 
appertaining, yielding therefor yearly to Us, Our heirs and successors, the yearly 
rent of one pound sterling for the said fairs, market, and coiirt, to be paid yearly for 
ever. And Our further will is, and by these presents for Us, Our heirs and suc- 
cessors, We do grant unto the said Richard Barry, his heirs and assigns, that these 
^tters Patent or the enrolment thereof, shall be in all things fiim, good, valid, 
sufficient, and effectual in the law against Us, Our hell’s and Buccessors, in all the 
courts of Us, Our heirs and successors, any cause, matter, or thing whatsoever to the 
contrai’y noth-withstanding. Provided always, that these Our Letters Patent be 
enrolled in the Rolls of Our High Court of Chancery in Our said kingdom of L'elaud> 
also in the office of Our Auditor-General of Our said kingdom of Ireland -within 
the space of six months next ensuing the date of these presents, otherwise these Our 
Letters Patent to be void and of none effect, anything herein contained to the contrary 
notwithstanding. In witness whereof, We have caused those Our Letters to be made 
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Patent. Witness our aforesaid Lieutenant-General and General-Governor of Our said 
kingdom of Ireland at Dublin, tbe 20th day of September, in the 21st year of Our 
rei^. 

® CONWAY. 


Entered in the office of His Majesty’s 
Auditor-General, 22nd Sept. 1781 
EoBuiiT Head, gent. 


} 


E. C. Keatly, 

Dy. Sol. of the Crown and Hanaper. 



InroUed in the office of the EolLs of His Majesty’s High Court of Chancery in 
Ireland, the 22nd day of September, in the 21st year of the reign of King George the 
Tliird, and examined by 

M. Patekson, jr., and F. Perey, D. Clks. and Keeper of the Eolls. 


Queenstown, 24th November 1888. 

H. H. Towkssko, Esq., J.?,, examined. 


28,734. Yonaa-o the agent for Mr. Sinitli Bavrj> ? — lam. 

23,785. He is the owuei- of the market rights and 
toha in Qneonstown ? — Ho is. 

23.736. Is he tho owner of the greater portion of the 
tom of Qneeiistown P — No, only a small portion. 

23.737. Mr. Barry is not in the immediate i-eceii>t of 
the tolls ? — ^No. 

23.738. Yon hare them sab-let ? — They are suh-let to 
the town commissioners. 

23.739. What is tho terra of that letting to tho town 
commissioners? — 14 years, and it expires ou the 1st 
Janunry next. 

23.740. They held nnder lease for that term ? — Yes, 
14 years is the time. 

23.741. Axe there any special uoTcnants or agree- 
ments in it P—lTo 5 I have it here. 

23,742-3. The witness then produced the agreement, 
of which the following is a samjnary : — 

*' It is dated the 31st December 1874, and made be- 
tween Arthnr Hugh Smith Bariy and the chairman 
and town commissionors of Qaeenslown. By that 
aereemeut there was let to the commissioners tho 
place or piece of ground with stalls thereon known as 
the Meat Market, and also the plaoo or piecn of gronnd 
with stalls thereon known ns the Vegetable Market, 
together with the weighing machine attached thereto, 
Eiceate in Scott’s Square in tho town of Queenstown, 
county of Cork, together with the tolls, emoloments. 
and customs arising from said market, roceivabto for 
the term of 14 years I'rum the 1st Januaty 1875 at the 
yearly rent of 607. 

“ Agreement that the commiasioiiers shall not per* 
mit any building to he erected thereon without tho 
sanction in writing of Mr. Barry, and a proviso that 
the owner can resume xioss^lon and the town com- 


missioners surrender at the expiration of the first three 
eoi’s, or at the end of every auoceeding three years, 
y giving previously six months’ notice thereof” 

23,7-t4. The rent payable at present is 501. P— Yes. 

23.745. What is the valuation, do yon know ? — 457. 

23.746. Have the commissioners to pay the taxes on 
that ? — ^They ore allowed half the poor rates. 

23.747. What is the market day here P — The regular 
market day is Saturday. 

23.748. That is the general market day ?— Yes. The 
patent gives power to nold two markets and fairs. 

23.749. What fairs ai'« held P — ^No fairs at all. The 
patent gives power to hold two fairs and two weekly 
majkets. 

23.750. You produce this ducoment os the patent 
under which the market is held ? — Yes. 

23.751. I suppose youhavenot had any- opportunity 
of communicating with Mr. Barry about this inquiry F 
— ^ 0 , 1 have had no opportunity, but I know his views 
very well, 

23.752. Would yon concur hare now in the observa* 
tioQS yon made in Tipperary as to Mr. Barry giving 
his consent to tho town commiasiouers obtaining com- 
pulsory powers to acquire bia rights altogether r— Oer- 
tainlyl 1 make the same observations here as 1 made 
in Tipperary. I know thoroughly well that local bodies 
should have control of tho morketa and fairs by baying 
ont existing rights, and I know Mr. Smith Berry agrees 
with my views in that way. 

23.753. You never made up the capital expenditure in 

rovidiug the market buil^gs? — ^No; it was long 

efore my time. 

23.754. There is no record P — The agent at the 
time is away in England. 


Mr. jAsn?8 Aiimis, T 

28.755. You oi'e the town clerk of Queenstown P — 
Yes. 

23.756. Is it a fact that you have no fairs at all here ? 
—It is a fact 

23.757. Are cattle sold at the markets P — No. 

23.758. Then practically there is no market or any 
place for the exposure and sale of cattle P — No. 

23.759. Whore, »8 a matter of fact, are the cattle 
brought P— To tho faii'fi in Cork, Mi^eton, and tho 
n^undinc country. Thev go as far os the city of 
hTOericfc. In the year l&ZS we tried to have monthly 
iaiTB. and two or three attempts failed. The island is 
not able to supjiort a fair, and no beast at itil is bronght 
into Queenstown. 

, Where are the markets held P — Underneath 

this building (the Oourt House) in Scott's Square. 

2S.7G1. Does Scott’s Square form portion of tho public 
thoroughfare P — It is off that the market is held. It is 
M enclosed market. 

23.762. What commodities are exposed there on Satur- 
Principally vegetables, a little fish, and very little 
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23.763. Is hay ever brought here on Satnrday P — It is 
bi'ought to be weighed. 

23.764. Straw and hay ? — Yes. 

23.765. What other commodities ore brought? — 
Jroit, potatoes, vegetable!), and turnips, and a few 
apples. 

23.766. Do the people bring any animals at all, such 
^ sheep, lambs, or pigs P— They bring small pigs. 

23.767. Do they bring any sheep ? — ^No, they are never 
sold in tho market. Parties go out the country to 
buy them, and bring them in to weigh them. 

23.768. Are the markets confined to Scott’s Square ? 
—They ore unless some hawkers take vegetables over 
the town. Sometimes they sell fish on the street, and 
we have no power to prevent them except to punish 
them for obstruction. 

23.769. Ebveyou any rules printed for the regulation 
of the market P — No. 

23.770. In 1875 was the first time yon came to 
have the control under that agreement produced by 
Mr. Townsend? — Yes. 
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i3,77L Ptaveyoa got a list of the charges mtwTo ou 
these dilicrent commoditiee f— We have not, only what 
was on the lace list chat U>. Smitb-Bajrv had. 

23.772. What are the charges?— A halfpenny per 
bnni-ed on the weighbridge for hay, straw, and 
])OtnCoes. 

23.773. Practically, for anything you weigh on Lhn 
weighbridge, that is the charge ? — i es. 

23,?7i. Is there any other weighbridge in the town ? 
— Onra is the only one used. There is a coal merohant 
in the town who has one, but he does not nsc it. It is 
for his otm private use. 

23.T75. Is the halfpenny a hundredweight charged 
on the net weight or the gross P — On the net weight wo 
charge. 

23.776. Do the people ever go into the road opposite 
the court-house P— No ; the _ lui^s of potatoes come 
there to be weighed and distributed over the town. 
The principal victuallers in the town supply potatoes 
to the ships in the harbour, and the potatoes, alter being 
weighed, are taken away. 

23.777. The loads arc never exposed for sale P — No ; 
they ai'e always sold before they come in ; they only 
come in to be weighed. 

23.778. What do you assign ns a reason that the 
inarkets ai’e not bciter, and the fact that you nro not 
able to support any faiis P Is it because of the imme- 
diato pronmity of tho town of Midloton aud the city 
of Cork ? — I do not know. 

23.779. You say formerly you bod good fairs hero P — 
Many years ago. I never recollect a fail' here. 

23.780. What duties do the town conunissiouers per- 
form here? — The lighting, cleansing, and watching. 
They clean the streets. 

23.781. Who cleans the market square immediately 
after the maikets P — The public scavenger, who has tho 
contmet for so much a year. He cleans the market in 
connexion with the streets of the town. 


23.782. Hivvoyou got the receipts Ironji tho market, 

or dill you make up tho avorago for the period stated? 
—In 1885 the receipts woro 1261.; in 1886. H6t.;ia 
1887, lUJ. 5 tho cxpomlitiu'o in 1885 Avns 1091. ; in igjg 
112i.; in 1887,1111. Average receipts. 1181. 13*. 4d,! 
expenditure, llOi, 13s. i-d. ' 

23.783. You had very little margin of profit?— 7erv 
little. It pays, and no moro, and that is why ws tried 
to reduce tho rout, as tho term is ont uc tho end of the 
year, ivnd bocansu it is not paying. 

23.784. You pay 501. a year rent P— Yee, and 401. to 
tho vreigh-mostar ; tho rates are 1.51., aud wo light 
the noirkots with gas. 

23.785. Ai-o any of tho oommisHioners here?— Yce. 

23.786. llavo you luvd oxporicnco of any markets 
other than QuceuHtown yonrsolf? — No. 

23.787. Or i'liirs elsowhovo P — I do not think I ever 
saw ft fair in my life. 

23.788. Arc tho j)coplo at liberty to dispose of their 
marlmtablo connnodilios olsowhoro in tovm than this 
market place ? — They lU'O not nt liberty*, but they do. 

23.789. Why do yon say they arc not at liberty? 
Tho only way in which you onn prevent them is by 
prosoonting them for obetruotion ? — That is what I 
moan, and it is only for ubstraotiou on the streeti 
under tho Towns Improvement Aob. 

23.790. Why do they go about tho streets ; or, would 
you state it is bocauso tho spaco in Scott’s Square is 
not BuCioient P — No; but tho town is very long, os you 
can kco, and 'when potatoes and things come to the 
market, it is u grent accommodation to the people to 
get the goods in tboir honsos in ])laco of coming to tbc 
market. 

23.791. You tliiuk the market is incouveniently 
situated? — It is not uonti'nl enough for the parties 
living in some parts of tho town, and then, I suppose, 
Mr. Barry’s patent rights keep it there. 


Mr. Patrice Behak c-vamiued. 


23,792. Yon are the weigh-mastcr ? — ^Yes. 

23,798. Wliat charge have yon on vegetables? — I 
charge Id. a basket ; if it is a large one 1 charge 2<f. ; 
if larger agoiu 3d. It is according to its size. 

23.794. Have you auy roles rognlating the charge on 
the basket, or is it IcA to the mscretion of your col- 
lector to charge what be pleases, or to consider what is 
a small or what is a large basket P — It is, of course. 

23.795. He has to exercise his discretion in levying 
the charge? — He has, and these charges were there 
before I come. 

23.796. What rernm do you give for these chargos, or 
is tbc charge made for coming in and placing their 
basket on the square, and exposing the vegetablos 
there? — ^No; they are not allowed to do it on the 
square. These hampers that come to the moi'ket are 
sold to the stall-keepers, and when they nre sold to the 
stall-keepers the chai'go is made. 

23.797. Yon have stalls in the market? Yes. 

23.798. How many have yon ?— Fourteen in each 
market. 

23.799. Have yon got permanent tenants in those 
stalls ?— Only two or three are let ; the others m-c all 
idle. 

23.800. What is the rent paid for them?— Three 
shillbigs a week for a full stall, and la. 6d. for half. 

23.801. Is that charge payable by the seller of tho 
vegetables to the stall-holder ?— The charge is paid to 
me. 1 charge him 3d. when coming into the market. 

23.802. Does the seller pay it to yon on entrauco to 
the market ?— No, not at all, but when he sells. 

23.803. When yon say market, what do yon mean. 
Is it Scoct's Sqnure alone, or the streets? — I mean the 
two parts of this building allotted ofl' for the market. 
They are not on the square at all. 

23.804. As they go ont do you collect the charge P— I 
HCueruUy go around before they leave and got it 
When 1 think they have sold I go around ancl give 
them a check for the l<l or 2d. or 3d. they give me 


23,805. Is that a printod ticket ? — It is. 
The folloioing is <t eofiy of the receipt ffiven : 
Queenstown Market. 

No. 535. 


18 


Docket for Small Wares. 


Auionnt, 

P. Bbuak, 

Weighmoeter. 

23.806. You give that to thorn to denote theyhiiTe 
jaiid tho charge ? — Yea. 

23.807. Toxi never <’halk it on their cloaks or da 
basket ? — No. Every j>oimyworth is in the book. 

23.808. Snpnosing u. liirinor br«)ught in some vege- 
tables and sold them to a .Hluipkeopcr in tho town on # 
market day whilKt tho mavkot was going on aad it 
came to your kiiowlodgo, ilo you think the town com- 
niiasionera would bo ontitlml to tlio clun'go ? — They do 
not get any chai'go. 

23,309. TJnloss they soil in tho market? — Unless they 
sell in the market. 

23.810. 'Pboy may sell clsowhoro ? — ^Yes, and we hs^ 
no right to chargo. A groat many have done that. 

23.811. What is tho chargo on fish ? — One penny- 

23.812. It is in tho discrotioii of the collector to lery 
that charge on one fish, or two, or three? — Yes. 

23.813. What is iho Biniillcat quantity of fish ® 
hompor on which ho would levy Id. P — 10 oris u ® 
amall hamper. 

23.814. You would only cliiU'ge Id. on that P — Yes. 

23.815. If there woro only two fish in, it would yw* 
charge ? — It would not ho worth charging. 

23.816. Do yon, ns a mattei- of fact, charge on » 
basket containing leas than five ? — ^Never. 

23.817. Do tho samo observations apply as 

the sale of fish that yon have applied to toe vegetabieSi 
do they sell to tho siall-holdera ? — They do. 

23.818. Arid it is only when thoy sell you le^l^ 
chargo P — Yes ; when they go to the market to aeb* 
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<>3 818. Do these stall-holdere over retail flah and 
etabl^ ?— That is what they bay them for. 

OS 820. In the first instance, the producer has to pay 
yonr charge, and then tlie stall-holder lor retailing 
thorn has an additional charge to pay in the shape of a 
rent per week for retaQing them ?— He has to pay rent 
forhisstalL 

23.821. On meat, what is your charge P — The stall ia 
set. ’ We have nothing to do with t-he meat. Wo 
ooliect the stall money. 

23.822. Have yon any rosti-iotion on the butchering 
es^lisKments elsewhere in the town? — No. 

•23,823. Have vou any connexion with thorn, at all P — 
ifo. ' We have no authority outside bho market gato. 

23.824. They have only to pay the rent of the 
tanding? — Yes. 

23.825. Wliat is the ch.arge for weighing hay and 
rtrftw ?— A. hair-penny per hundred-weight 

23,828. la the hay and straw always sold liefore it is 
weighed ?— It is generally. 

23,827. If a buyer said he would get the weight of it 
Mniaelf, and need not ascertain the weight at your 
weigh-bridge, would you levy your charge if it came to 
your knowledge, supposing the load was sold? — They 
would not come to the Jiiarkot at all. I never saw one 
of thorn there. 

23,^. Supposu^ they came to the market and 
disposed of it there, and did not weigh it, would you 
charge P— I never saw a case of that kind. 

•23.829. Do you think the commissioners would bo 
entitled to the charge ? — I think they would bo entitled 
to charge on anything that would be sold in the plnco. 

23.830. The same oliservations apply to thaw P — ^Yes, 
to any article. 

23.831. On fruit, what chai-ge do you levy? — Oiio- 
penny on small htmpcrs, 2d. on large ones, and 3rZ. on 
very largo ones. 

23.832. Where do they place those hampers ? — On the 
ground between the two markets. 

23,8^13. Thueu are standing charges you might cull 
them?— Yes. 

23,834. Yon have no fixod rule regulating the 
charge ? — No. It is always the same since 1 cwr.e. 

23,8-ki. Still, evei’y hamper, no mutter whub it iron- 
tains, must pay a charge P — Ye-», it must pay some- 
thing, unless it is' not worth charging on. 

23.836. The commissioners give y'ou power to give 
ind take. If they bring in a small quantity you liavc 
the power not to charge P — Yes. 

23.837. On potatoes, what do you charge? — A half- 
penny a huodved on the weighbridge, and lii. por sack 
on the scales. 

23.838. Is that only for weighing ? — That is all. 

23.839. If they soli in the market and do not weigh, 
yon do not look for your charge ? — Well, I cun chargo, 
hat that thing does not occur. 

23.840. Aa-e the potutoos sold befovu they arc weighed P 
—Generally. 

23.841. Aj[ a gejieral rule, they are sold heff»rc they 
sre weighedp — Yes, but an odd bag may be weighed 
before being sold for the sake of convonienco, and the 
seller would tlieu take it to his cu-toiner. 

23.842. In that caso does the customer pay the 
charge?— Yes. 

23.843. When you ascertain the weight, is thu charge 
payable P — Yes. I give a docket. 

23.844. Is it a printed form? — Yes. 

23,84-5. Do yon put on that the gross weight ? — I 
^0 out the weight of the hag and give the nett weight. 
~y ■name is to the ticket. I put the weight ami everv- 
thing on it. 

23,846. When yon weigh a hog of potatoes do you 
aiTO^ ascertain the acturi tai^o, or do you estimate the 
weight of the empty sack ?— Always. 

23,^7. You do not actually weigh the sack P — I often 
do. I wonld guess it. 

^ * dispute you weigh P — 

T ^ buyer and seller do not wish it weighed 
i wonld estimate it, but 'if they required it to be 
weighed, I would weigh it for them. 


23,349. You charge nothing additional for weighing P 
—No. 

23,850. Do yon ever mark the weight in chalk on the 
sack P — No j I giro it in wriling on paper. That is the 
best way, .and it cannot be rubbed out. 

23,8.51. Do you give receipts also to those people who 
sell fruit and fish when they pay P — I do. 

23.852. Is it yourself only who collectathese charges, 
or have you another nssirtant P — I have no one but 
myself. 

23.853. Supposing these people lost this check, and 
yon were going around and forgot they had puiu 
yon previously, would they have to pay again P—l‘uoy 
would not j they would not do it for me. 

23.854. Is that the reason for giving the oheck? — 

No. I am ordered to give a check by the town clerk 
for pvo’y penny received. , 

23.855. Were complaints ever made tlmt the obargo 
was demanded twice? — ^Never. 

23.856. But it is in order to provide against such a 
contingency the check is given ?— Yea 

23.857. What is the chargo on the turnips P — A h^f- 
penny a hundred on the weigbbHdge. 

23.858. These are the only charges you have ? — ^Ycs. 

28.859. On the weighbridge and scales P — Yes. 

23.860. If bonboms were brought in, what do yon 
charge on market day? — If sold a penny a pieces if 
not sold there ia no charge. 

23.861. Each bouham when sold has to bear a charge 
of oiic penny P — Yes. 

23.862. Is that the only charge. Supposing they 
were brought in aonrt, and the cart went on the aqu.we, 
would yon levy any standing charge on that cart ? — No. 

23.863. So that if they do not sell and avail them- 
selves of the market the entire day they go free ?— Yes. 

23.864. Butter is not^ brought here at all P — ^No. 
Sometimes there are small quantities brought for 
weighing— a keg or two, or three or four in a week — 
and when weighed they take it to their customers. 

23.865. Wlukt do you charge for weighing ? — A ])oiiny 
for a small keg and '2d. for a large one. 

23,866- What quantity would you charge LZ. on ? — 
About 56 inuiids. 

23.867. You stated that shopkeepers about the tew 
also weigh for these people P — There is little of it done ; 
not a great deal, I believe. 

23.868. Do they charge these people P — ^They do not. 

23.869. It is only lo convenience them they do it. 
You would not state they levy any charge P — ^No. 

23.870. Then you have no rule restraiuing the sale of 
any conunodity eUewbere than in the market ? — Not a 
bit. 

23.871. What facilities do yon offer for weighing. 
How many scales have you there? — Three scales. 

23.872. Are particular commodities weighed on par- 
ticulw scales P — There is one for potatoes. 

23.873. Is it exclusively confined to potatoes ? — Yes. 
We have another for meat, and the third one for smiUll 
quantities for the market people when they do be selling 
to accommodate thorn. 

23.874. Supposing a man came with a load of potatoes 
and weighed each mdividual sack brought in, there 
being 12 in the load, he would have to pay Is. ; but 
would the retailer to whom be subsequently sold have 
to pay any additional charge for the use of the scale.s ? 
— No. I will have been paid before, and 1 won’t charge 
a second time. 

23.875. Although yon give the second scales to weigh P 
— ^Ycs. 

23.876. Blit would you charge for imything like a 
standing P — No : unless he brought a load himself. 

2.1,877. Or unless he took a stall from you P — ^Yes. 

23.878. Is there any com brought hero ? — There ia. 

23.879. What is the charge on corn P — ^A half;>enny 
a hundred-woight or IJ. per sack. 

23.880. It must be •weighed in order to entitle you to 
your charge ? — ^Yes. 

23.881. If sold In the market and not weighed yon 
do not obtain any charge? — I never saw a cose of that 
sort, 


Yv’TPBA C C. 4 

Printed image digitised by The University ofSoiithampton 1 .ibrary fligitisation Unit 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



208 


23,882. Before you weigh the ooi-n is it BoldP 
Genei-aily it is. 


23.883. But if it is weighed with you and not jm- 
T-ionsly sold, it is immaterial to yon whether sub- 
Bcquently sold or not, you obsain your charge i *— 1 cs. 
I give a receipt for the weight and get paid, and I'o 
may do what he Tikes with it afterwards. 

23.884. In weighing corn you estimate the taro of the 
sack too P— Yes. 


23,886. What is the estimated taa-c of the ordinary 
bag of com P— That is according to wbnt the sacK 
w(^d weigh. There are four pound sacks and seven 
pound sac^. 


23,886. Do you always weigh the empty bag of corn ? 
—Not always, because the buyer and seller °° 
pleased with the guess they make, and if they don t i, 
weigh for them. 


23 887-8. Supposing there were three stone, two 
pounds, would yon put the two pounds down on the 
docket you give P — I would give them to a pound, but 1 
would not break the pooud. 


23.889. It must be a pound or nothing ?— Yes. 

23.890. When weighing potatoes, what is thesmollcst 
weight yon put into the scales ? — If it lakes I'onr pounds 
I give it, and if it does not take the four pounds I give 
them nothing. 

23.891. To do not break the 4 lbs. in potatoes ?— No. 

23.892. On hay and straw?— I always weigh the oart 
and take it ous of the load, and give the net weight. 


23,893. What is the custom in weighing gross j do 
you weigh down to a stone weight:- 1 weigh any 
weight they bring in. I would weigh down to 7 lbs. if 
they bring it in. 


23,894. Do yon weigh under it P — No. 


23,895-96. It is not customary to go under a half- 
etono ?— No. 


[The foUoioing is a copy of the vfiighbridge /I'efcef] .• — 
No. 1,193. 

Weioejjeidgii, Queenstowk Maukbts. 

day of 188 . 

Weighed for 

Gross CW19. qrs. lbs. 

Cart... „ „ ,, 


Nett... .. 


commodities brought in P — No tho whole aftair is over 
about one o’clock. 

23.905. When does the market usually commence®-. 
About seven or eight o’olook. Tho buyora do not com 
bofnie eight o’clock goncrally. 

23.906. Do you keep a bloxik of these tickets wn 
give P— Yes. 

23.907. Always?— Yos. 

23.908. Then, if it was rof|uirod from the comnuB- 
sionors to make a I'Oturn of tho quantity of the different 
commodities brought to tho inirket, it is possible t« 
make Buoh a votnni P — 1 could very oaeily. 

23.909. Does it over come undor your notice at sD 
tho current ]irict!fi of tho ditVeront commodities P— No. ' 

23.910. Or the actual ooutract prico between the 
buyer and sollovP — They take tho price from the 
pupoi-8. 

23.911. Dooh it over come undor your notice at all 
what the buyor hns tigi'ccd to pay tho seller?— Yei, 
often. 


23.912. Wonld It bo possible for tbo commisaioom 
to mako a return of tbo onrront prices of these com. 
moditios P — I do not think ho. 

23.913. Supixjsiug it was required? — ^I do not think 
they could. 

23.914. Why ? — Bocauso they toko the prices from 
tlio uowspapor. 

23.915. But the newspaper would only contain tbo 
stntomoiit of tho post currout prices, and uot the una 
of the present day' r — They go by the last moi'kot day in 
Cork. 

23.916. Are the prices hero regulated the prioos 
the previous market day in Cork P — Generally, the 
prices at both places are tho same, and they go by that 
paper. 

28.917. Do they deduct from the prices here on 
eciuivalent to tbe cost of transit from here to Cork?— 
They do not. I can say nothing about that ; that ii 
their ovm business. 

23.918. Practically, thon, tho prices given for each 
commodity are arraugod beforehand P — They are; thg 
have their prices settled beforo they got anything 
weighed. 

23.919. The pric(» they pay tbo soUor yon always bm 
ore the prices stated the previous market day in Cork? 
— Generally. 

23.920. Have you over heard complaints by the 
sellers in tho rom-ket of that practice? — ^No; the only 
thing I do nob like is to seo a gi'ont deal of vogetabls 
come in and I cannot charge custom on them. 


Charges Jd. per cwt. 

P. Behan, 

Weighmoster. 

23.897. Arc tho markets well supplied for Queens- 
town by these commodities that yon have mentioDed P 
— ^No, they are not. The market is declining very 
much. 

23.898. Would you say the reason for that is tho 
great number of shops springing up in the town ? — It 
IS a good means of causing the decline. 

23.899. Have yon ever heard any complaints of any 
of the charges at all P — No. 

23.900. No complaints have been made to you by the 
people P —No. 

23,901-2. Or of any ill-treatment they received from 
any parson collecting them P — No. 

23.903. Are you able, on Saturday, to attend to the 
weighbridge, aoid issue tickets there, and alai attend to 

two scales and issue tickets at these two soalcs? I 

have to do so. 

23.904. Were any complaints ever made of any undue 
delay being caused in ascertaining the weights of the 


23.921. Where do they coineP — To the stnll-koopflrs, 
who go out tho country and nioJco bargains with people, 
and then they m'o sent in. 

28.922. Do they send thorn in on market day ?— Any 
day. 

23.923. You do uot collect tho charge bccooso the 
sale baa not boon ofl'octcd in the market, although the 
delivery is modo there P — Yea. 

23.924. Do the farmers, when they bring these vege- 
tables, go around from etall-kooper to stall-keeper, or 
ia it previously arranged tiiat the^ will supply a *r^ 
quantity of vegetables to a particular stoll-holder r— 
They make thou- bargain with tbe stall-keeper. 

23.925. I am not ii.sking you that. I am speoiMg 

MOW of the ordinary practice. When they sell m tte 
market, have they a particular customer, or do^y P 
around from stall-keeper to stall-keeper P— Yes. w 
whoever likes to buy ; tney go from one to another. 

23.926. Practically, thoy go around to each b^- 
ko^er, and sell where they can mako the best barg»B 
— Yea. 

23.927. Is what yon have stated about parto haj^ 
out in the country the only olgeotion you have to 
present system of the markets here P — That is all. 
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Mr. C. DoEiM examined 


23 928. The witness stated, — want to say a few words 
iu reference to the fairs. The town clerk stated that fairs 
were established by the town commissioners in 1876. 
They then passed a resolntion that a monthly fair be 
held in Queenstown on the second Monday in each 
month. Two or thi-eo months elapsed, and the fairs 
were held, and were very reasonably, or at least fairly 
niteoded by sellers of SMck, sheep, cattle, and pi^ ; 
but it was found for tho purpose of conyeniencing 
sellers it would be necessary to estebliah commanication 
between the township of ^neoustown and Moukstown, 
Hcrois the river Lee, by ferry. There is a ferry esta- 
blished, aud has been need a hundred years for 
carrying people across, but to use it for fairs and 
martet purposes was aomothing now, and the ferry 
copiH sot be worked without considerable expense. 
Arrangements were roado by the town comraisBioners 
at the time for the purpose of getting the railway com- 
panies and Bteamahip companies, and the buyers who 
largely confined to Queenstown, to aid in pro- 
moting uie fairs. The Great Southern aud Western 
Bailway run a ti-ain specially to convey purchasers to 
Qneeusto'vn from Cork. IVom the efforts of Mr. Cum- 
mins of the Great Western of England, the Milford 
boats called at Queenstown for the purpose of taking 
any stock disposed of for English mavknta, and every- 
thing was dune for the purpose of making the fairs a 
success, but when the Local Government Board auditor 
came to examine the acoounts of the town commie- 
siODore, be disallowed all items of charge for the use 
of the ferry, and consequently those gentlemen who 
signed the cheques were obliged lo refund the amount 
they hod signed for in order to pay the ferry changes, 
altbongh the charges had been paid manifestly for the 
purpose of benefiting (Queenstown. Now I want to 
impress you, as engaged ui this very important snbjeot, 
that if by any means those geiitlemeu who hold the 
rights of the markets and fairs of Queenstown, or any 
oUer town where charges are to be made, that they 
ought to provide the noceseary accommodatiou for 
faulitating the sales at these fairs and markets. 
Whan I tell you that there are in (Queenstown some 
17 or 18 victuallers who purchase at fairs outside the 
town, and bring in a 100 head of cattle for immediate 
use, I think you will agree with me that they are 
enlitled to have a fair itk Queenstown, and facilities 
afforded to people to have their cattle disposed of here ; 
and, moreover, it wontd save shipping at Cork, which 
they do at the present time, and the moilities aflbrded 
by the Great Southern and Western Bailway with their 
new extension works, will enable sellers of stock to 
send them more directly from Queenstown thou even 
from Cork. It is with a view of civlling attention to 
that matter I make those few obserratious, because I 
believe if fairs wero established and nroperly upheld 
in Queenstown, they would bo a large sonroe of 
rcreuue to the owners, and a bimefit to tbe surrounding 
(Uitriote. At present all the contractors for tho Govern- 
meni supplies in Queenstown are obliged to go to 
fairs 20, 30, and 40 miles distant for the purpose of 
purchasing stock to supply their contracts, whereas if 
there were fairs in Qncenstown tiiey could purchase at 
these fairs and reserve the stock until such time ax 
they required thorn foi use; andpeopleexportingwould 
hare an opportunity of sending direct to the markets, 
and not havo any unnecessary delays as at proieut. 
The Milford boats otfured to call on the evening of the 
fair days and take away any stock to be disposed of in 
foreign markets, and owing to the inability of the town 
commisaioners to meet the charges ou the ferry the 
people would not send their stocK, and the faiis fell 
through j and I believe if a-raiigements were ma c for 
fwilitating the sending of stock into Queenstown, that 
the fairs would be very impirtauc and largely attended. 
At present in tbe district of Carrigoline, and places 
aiuiind there, no other fairs would be within such easy 
reach as Oork and Queenstown, lieCause they are more 
enuvenient and could be held at times more suitable to 
every one. That is one of the principal things I wish 
to call attention to. Then thero is another matter that 
i wish to refer to. It has been stated by Mr. Townsend, 
and I think very liberally, that it is hia desire to 
laciUiate public bodies in having control of tho fairs 
markets, and he also states Mr. Smith Bary ooin- 
vk views. It is characteristic of the 

7 Ok of both Mr. Townsend and Mr. Smith Barry. 
I <10 holieve it would be a benefit to Queenstown if the 
I 58796. 


town commissioners had that control, and I believe 
also the public buildings in connexion with the markets 
should be<x>me the property of the towu commissioners. 
They would be able to make arrangemets with Mr. Smith 
Barry that would not deprive him of any of hia rights 
or interests, and at the same titno benefit the town 
materially, and benefit the property in it, which they 
cannot do at tbe present time, Tlicse are the obser- 
vations 1 consider it right to make, and they arc tho 
observations which may be taken into cousidcration in 
any future legislation. 

23.929. Are you in trade iu tho town? — I am an 
architect by profession. I was u towu commissiouer and 
chairman of tho town commissioners formerly. I stand 
here now as a ratepayer, and nothing else. 

23.930. You think there is a ^cal possibility of 
fostering fairs here? — Unquestionably. 

23.931. Is your opinion shared by many of tho 
oommissionersP — It was shared unanimoasly by the 
eommissionera when on the commissioners board, but 
I believe there are soma Commissioners at present who 
were not commissioners when I was there, and thev 
are in favour of it. We have one the of commissionors 
here, Gaptain O’SnUivon, who was a commissioner 
then, and who can tell you there was a possibility of 
making the fairs a snccess, bnt as I slated it reqiured 
an outlay which tbe town commissioners were not 
allowed to expend out or the rates of tbo toTvn, that is 
for the purpose of cstsblishiitg ferries for tbe day 
between Moiikstown and Queenstown. The auditor 
stated if Monkstown were within the jurisdiction of ^e 
town commissioners of Queenstown there would be no 
difficulty in allowing tbe expenso, but Monkstown being 
without, and tbe fact of Queenstown being within tbeii- 
jurisdiotion, did not entitle them to pay rates for 
cixissing into another district outside their own. 

23.932. Is that opinion as to the desirability of local 
authorities obtainiug compulsory powers to acquire the 
market rights and tolls the genera! opiniou throughout 
the country P — I can give no person’s opinion but my 
OTvn, but from what I heard generally outside, ibappeara 
to be the public and general opinion all over the country 
thac. all public markets shonla belong to a public board 
that would be establiehed for the benefit of tbe publio, 
and theu ttiat the public should have control of tbe 
charges made in these places, whereas at the present 
time the advantages rest with the oimers of tbe patents, 
and cousequontly they cannot be interfered with 
directly or indirectly, and no influence can be brouglit 
to bear on them by the public. 

23.933. Have yon formed any ideas at all as to the 
exaction of a tolC or have you attended other fairs and 
markets P — I have attenden them all over lielond, not 
on business, but I have a general experience of them. 

23.934. Bo you think the levying of a toll acts in any 
wav as a deterrent upon people bringing in their com- 
modities to tho markets?— I believe it dues, and very 
materially. I believe a farmer who is sending in 10, 
20, or 50 h'"ad of cattle would be very reluctonl about 
paying Irf. per head for them, not knowing whether ho 
would dispose of them or not. I see at the present 
moment a very strong aptatimi iu Cork, whci-e the 
matter was established. I saw a very hostile demon- 
Btnitiou against it, and I believe the tolls were dune 
sway with. I think die markets should be perfectly 
free and self-sustaining by whatever business is trans- 
acted in them. 

23,93.‘>. If local authorities should obtaiu compabory 
powers to acquire these rights, it is your opinion that 
tber hhonld not obtain control over the markets aud 
fairs in order to make them a source of revenue, but 
only to levy such a chargee as would pay the cost of 
management P — That would be my opinion ; that is the 
general feeling. 

23.936. And nothing should goto the benefit of the 
town P — Yes, I believe there should be a revision of the 
charges if they found they were short of funds or bad a 
surplus. 

23.937. If charges ore to be levied, do you think they 
ought be fixed, or only charges that would fluctuate 
according to the value of the marketable commodity ? 

I believe they ought to be periodically revdsed about 

every five or ten years. 

B d 
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CaijUiin Bicuard O’Suluvan oxmuiiiwl. 


‘JJj itSS. (intfk'se.) Sotao reference wtis made to the 
town coiuinis-®ioDei'8, hut I tliink it does not redound 
much to tlieir credit to see oai inquiry held in Uiis town 
the vfsiilt of whicli may add to the benefit of the town, 
and not cue member present except the clerk ivncl 
mni-kft hifiljcctor to gire any information on /be sub- 
icefc Wilii regard to what Mr. Dovau said about tlio 
fairs. I Imre a bng knowledge, T>erhaps a louMr kiiow- 
le^e th&u anyone here, as I hare a very good recollec- 
tion for tho pnBl 50 years of the town and its buitouikI- 
incs. I was 22 yem-B as town commiaHioncr and three 
Tears chairman of the board, and 1 could Ijoar out 
what Hr. Doran savs. in a great measure, eavc uml 
exetpt be forgot to mention that for the faiiu rntouded 
to Ijc hold there was no earthly accommodation for tho 
cattle brought in. They weio placed on tho public 
thorou''’lifare, and that is not tho ]ilaco for tho fairs 
and uiBi kois. That was the first drawback to the lairs 
hu'o to luy knowledge. Then, as Mr. Dnnvn said, the 
ifllnuil itsulf could not support ii fair Lora hold monthly, 
as the einumissionei's wanted. They bIiouIcI find Bnino 
moans ol' bruiging tho cattle for that fair from other 
parts of the cnniitry besides tho island, that is to say, 
fnmj CaiTigtwohill aud other jilaces surroundiiig. Wliat 
Mr. Doran slates is perfectly true about tho cnrainip- 
.siimcrs lieiiig sui-cbaj-ged for giving facility at tho ferry 
and engiiging a boat to bring tho cattle across. It wja 
ii great i&iwback that there was no fair field aud no 
af commodntion giren except on the public streets. 

2ll,930. Were there any representations made to the 
owner, Air. Smith Bany, to provide such accommoda- 
tion ? — It was since the oommiosiouors took the matter 
from Mr. Smith Bai-rj- that they wanted to establish tho 
fair.'! in the town. 

23.9- 10. The loirs they wamted to establish were to be 
bold on the pubhe tboi’ougbfare ? — Yes, they bad no 
place but the public strocts. 

2;'>,94l. Were ropresentatious over made to tho owner 
to pivrido a fair-gi’oon P — I am nob aware. 

2y,0-4-2. {Tlte Toion OIer%.) B’o ; ho hud no place to 
give. It was an open sort of place they were held on, 
and he had no place but that locolity. They should be 
hold iu Bailinalxio, and that is a narrow sfreet- 

23,94'3. Captain O’SulUvau’s evidence continued : — 

23,yi4. Of eouTse.iftho fairswere continued it would 
not ]>e difficult to fix a ^per and oouTcniont site ? — 
You will find it very difficult indeed to find space for 
an}'thing. 

23.9- 15. But iu close proximity to the town? — Both 
landlords, Captain Roscoo oud Mr. Barry, reprosenl. the 
district aud the isloud outside the town, and they could 
vtrry well supply a place if they wished to oncourage 
the fairs to be held in tho to^vn or for tlic town. 

23,91b. Arc there any depots hero fur jwovidiug Ihc 
Government shins, or do they como in hero for pro- 
visiciiiRp— Yes. it is by the shipping tradu the town 
lives. 

23.947. Do yon think if faira were fostered Loro that 
it would he a great source of revenue and bo well 
utteuded for the provisions that would be required by 
the maslcTS or the different vessels P — tliink it would 
materially euhauce the value of the town and bring 
trade to the town. 

23.948. Prom your omi experience, do you think, 
owing to the fact that victuallers in this town have to 
travel to Cork and elsewhere to buy cattle that tho 
value of the dead meat they dispose of is ouhoncod by 
the cost of trausit to this place P~Yes j tho viotnallers 


buy cattle in tho diflbronf. towns in Cork, in the countv 
Xiimerick, and Tqipeniry. 

23,949. You think the value of tho iirovisions en- 
hmicod liy the I'acL ul‘ iiunwiiig additional expense is 
going clsowhero for t.ho atnek ? — Yoh ; tho prices arc 
pnt on. Tho purcluiKor fruiii tliia town has to pay the 
coHD of liringing llio provisioua licro. 

23,9.'i0 Did yon form that idea jircvioiis to ray men. 
tiouing thill, tho purchn.sur Inwl to pay tho cost orti-ansH 
of tho animal ? — 1 Imvo ul'ton thought it over that if the 
facility waa given iu Uie uiwu Jor ])ooplo who arc in 
trade boro of purchuHing in this town, that they could 
i-ctiiil to tho imhlio cheaiica' than when they go else- 
where and pui'chiuK). it wtjnld ho fur the advantage of 
the public if faiiH could ho catahlishcd hero as in 
Mirlloton and ovoi-y (own ulamt l.ho countiy. Those 
who live in tho town and luwo yearly coutraols for the 
(lovorinmmt and niorohant’H vcbsoIb consume a gitu 
deal of’provisionK. 

23.951. IIrsS the aguiit over meucionod the desirability 
of establishing I'liirs bore P — I know liim veiy well, and 
I believe it would bo bis wisli for the aocommodatioaof 
the public if iiiira could bo ostiiblisbod ; but there « 
no facility to riffuv, ami no sheds I'ortlio protection of 
tho people from tho iiml<-.moncy of the weather. 1 
boliovo if either of thu Inmllonla hud an interestinthe 
town they would give ii lield or give some faciUtyfor 
establishing tho fairs in thu town, and thoydiould iksa 
The cumimssiouurs havu no power ontsido their juris- 
diction. 

23.952. Have yon any olmoi'vationa to make relative 
to tho o-xistiiig markoUs, or do ymi find any objection to 
tho inninior in which tliey :iro licld and work^P— The 
public have very littlo shnltor or ooeumiuodation. Yon 
would 800 thorn there nndor the weather with their 
loads of imratoes from six o’clock in thu momiiig autil 
they disiwsed of Uicm, on the public streot. 

23.953. Do you think tlio oxiiosm'o of these com- 
modities on tho public thorougbnu'o is on ahjectioualde 
practice P — ^Tho puhlio complain that the pabtk 
thoroughfare is takoii up. In the market you have only 
these two sheds, one at each side, and one is U» 
butchers’ markei;, and tho other the fi*h and vcgeUUe 
market. 

23.954. Y'on think the space they afford is inadequate f 
— I think so. 

23.955. Do you think if there woi'e market bnildiiiu 
erected and sufficient and amplo sholtor afibrded to the 
mavkotablo commodities brought in, that would toud to 
increase the market P — Yes. 

23,953. 'Wonld you approvo of the orection of sueb, 
and tho town cemmiBSioncrs vocoiviiig power to have 
byelaws mado confining thu stdo of marketable com- 
modities to this building P — I think tho town coramis- 
sionors, as tho governing body of tho town, ahould Imvo 
control over tho markete. Tlioy would see what w« 
right ond just to bo 'done, and would further anything 
for the advautiigo of the town. Anything done for Um 
advantage of tho town mnst be done by tho oommis- 
eionoi-s aud not by agents to tho hmdlords. 

23.957. Have you any fiu’thei’ observations to make? 
— No. 

28.958. Or auy general romoike as regards dm 
markets and fairs throughout tho coxintryP— i 
believe thci'o is a great deal of room for improvement 
inthamarkots of Queenstown, both in reCTlfttiun imu 
accommodation, in order to biung trade to Quecnstuvni- 


Mr. Jaii£S Annas, the Town Olerk. ro-osamined. 


23.959. Have you any farther observations to make P 
— I think we should Imve byelaws in the market. We 
liuve none at present. In regard to Uie fairs, I may say 
iLat in the island in wliich Queenstown is situated no 
stuck is raised. The farmers principally keep uuloh 
cows for the purpose of ropplying vessels coining in 
with milk. That is the reason we nave no fairs here. 


23.960. le thero any other goutlomau who has any 
observations to makcP — No answer. 

23.961. A vote of thanks to the Assistant Com* 
niissionev terminated tho inquiry. 


Printed image digitised by the L'ni versity of Southampton 1 ibrary Digitisation Unit 
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



211 


B R A Y. 


With reference to my inquiry in Bray on the 29th day of November 1888, I beg to 
report as follows 

Bray is a maritime town partly in the county of W icklow and partly in the county 
of Dublin. Tt is a station on the Dublin, "Wicklow, and Weiford railway line, and, 
owing to its proximity to Dublin and the beauty of the sun'ounding scenery, it has 
become one of the chief watering places of Ireland. The town is kept in good order, 
and the houses are handsome and substantial. There is a good general trade. The 
local government is vested in town commissioners, and the population is 6,535. 

The market days are Wednesday and Saturday. The fairs ai’e held on the first 
"Wednesday of every mouth. Tolls ai-e levied at the market and faii^. 

The market rights and tolls ai'e the property of the township commissioners wlio 
have the tolls at tho fairs sub-let to a Mr. Michael Doyle for tlu’ee years from 31st 
March 1887 at 27Z. a year. The owners are in the immediate receipt of the tolls and 
charges a,t the market. 

A schedule of tho tolls is erected for public inspeotion, and a weighing machine.s 
has been provided. 

By a patent dated 22ud November 1674, the Earl of Meath was authorised to hold 
a Friday market, and fairs on the thii'd Tuesday in September and the first Tuesday 
in May. At the sitting of the "Royal Commission in 1852 the fairs held were on the 
1st March, 1st May, 1st July, 15th August, 20th Septomber, and 14tli December, but 
subsequently these dates wore altered to the first Wednesday of each inoutli, and 
sanction of tho Local Government Board obtained to the alteration to the first 
Wednesday in each of the months of March, ilay, July, August, September, and 
December. The establishment of the remaining fail’s would be evidently allowed by 
the special Act herein-after mentioned. The township oonunissiouers acquired the 
mai'ket rights under the special Act constituting the township, entitled “ The Bray 
Township Act, 1866” (29 & 30 Viet. c. 261), and which incorporates inter alia “The 
Markets and Pairs Clauses Act, 1847.” Section 35 gives the commissioners power to 
erect and maintain a market house, &c. on the fair green, enclosed under the provisions 
of “ The Bray Commons Enclosure Act,. 1859,” with liberty to let the markets and fairs, 
and the tolls arising therefrom for any term not exceeding three years. A special 
provision is contained in section 36, which empowers the cominissionera to e.stablish 
in Little Bray Ward such fairs and markets as they may think fit, and to discoutimie 
any fairs then held within the township. Power to grant licenses to porters to ply foi’ 
hire about such market houses or places is given by section 37, and a penalty of 20s. 
is incuiTed by those who ply for Mre without such license. Seotioua 39, 40, 41, 42, 
and 43 give the commissioners power to levy the tolls and charges mentioned in 
Schedules A., B.,-C,, D., and E. respectively, and such tolls with the township rate are 
to be applied in“ payment of the expenses incidental to the caji’ying of the Act into 
execution (section 85). Power to make byelaws regulating fairs, maikete, and markel 
houses is given by section 61. 

The township commissionei’s have not erected any market buildings, but have 
rented the present concern from the Earl of Meath at the yearly rent of 90/. These 
bnildings are not situate in the fair green referred to in the special Act, but iu another 
portion of the township. Byelaws, dated 2nd May 1887, have been made regulating 
the markets, and the scale of charges both at the markets and fairs are somewhus 
smaller than the rates specified in the schedules to the Act. AH the mai’ketable coui- 
modities mentioned in tne schedule to the byelaws are not brought into the market, 
but in the event of such being brought in the rates specified in such schedule would 
be charged. 

In accordance with my instructions I inspected the fair and market places. 

The fairs are held in a fair green situate in Little Bray and enclosed under the 
provisions of “ The Bray Commons Enclosure Act, 1859.” 

A stone wall with gate entrances is built round the green, which affords sufficient 
space for the cattle trade of the district. However, ^ere are no pens provided or 
shelter accommodation for those frequenting the fail’s. 

The mimkete are partly held on the streets and parcly in the market buildings at the 
upper end of the tow. The market house is a large stone and brick building with 
n’on gates at either end, and a passage through from one to the other. The floor at 
each side of this passage is elevated and made of concrete, and here are placed a 
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number o£ tables and seats for the convenience of those disposing of commodities there. 
Altosether the building is considered structurally unsuitable for market purposes. 

The hay and straw market is held in a paled-in field opposite the market house, and 
which has been rented by the commissioners from the Earl of Pembroke at the yearly 


Since the commissioners made the byelaws regulating the markets and fairs they 
have not had a clear financial year, and have not so far oiideavourod to enforce them 
so as to prohibit the sals of marketable commodities about the streets. 

A complaint was made on behalf of the owners that the producers bring the 
marketable commodities to the township the day before tbo ordinar-y market day in 
order to avoid payment of tho toll, as in such case a weighing chargu only is paid if 
the commodity is weighed. ^ . 

Appended lyill be found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

JOHN J. O’MBABA, 

Assistant Commissioner. 


45, Lower Mount Street, Dublin. 


Bray, 29tli November 1888. 

Mr. Pateick McDonagb (Town Clerk) examined. 


23,962. Ton are the town clerk of Bray P — Yes. 

28,968. The town commissioners have control over 
the markets and fairs hereP — ^Yos. 

23.964. How do they hold them F — They bold them 
nadei the Bray Township Act, 1881, and byelaxre framed 
under the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, and 
approved of by tho Local (^vernment Bou'd on the 
16th June 1887. 

23.965. Have you got a copy of these byelaws P — I 
have. 

23.966. Witness here produced the byelaws, of which 
the following is a copy : — 


Btslaws mode b; the Beat Townssif Couuissionees, 
so far as they relate to Markets and Pairs. 


Th£ Maeeeis, the MABiLm^.uousi, AND Pbeuises 
adjacent THEUmiO. 

Inierpretaium of TeniU. 

In the conatruction of the byelaws relating to the 
markets, market-house, and a^aceut premises, the 
words " market-honse ” shall mean the building 
recently erected in said town of Biay for the purpose 
nf a market-house. And “market-place” shall mesn 
the space of ground cn the south aide of said building 
recently laid out and appropriated by the said com- 
missioners for the purposes of a hny and straw, market, 
provided that it shall be lawful for the said commis- 
sioners, or such person as they shall from time to time 
appoint fortbc purpose, to permit hay, straw, and other 
commodities, to be sold in the tttreets of said town, 
adjacent to said space to such extent as shall be allowed 
from time to time for the purposes aforesaid, and on 
such occasions for the purposes of these byelawa, such 
extended space shall bo deemed, and taken to he the 
market-place herein-after referred to. 

172. A person resorting to the market-place for the 
sale of any goods, provisions, marketable commodities, 
or articles, shall not for ^e purpose of sale or of 
exposure for sale, place or caused to be placed, such 
goods, prorisions, marketable commodities, or articles, 
m any part or parts of the market-place other than 
such as shall have been appopriated for tho reception, 
deposit, or exposure for sale of f^e same, and nlmll be 
dedned or described in a notice printed, painted, or 
marked in legible letters of such a colour as to he 
clearly distinguishable from the culoor of the ground 
whereon such letters are printed, painted, or marked, 
and affixed or set np and continued in some suitable 
and conspicuous position at or near to such port or 
parts. 

173. He shall not, for the purpose of sale, or of 
exposure for sale, bring the same, or cause the same 
to be brought into such market-place before tho hour 


of seven o clock m summer and eignt o clock lu wmwi, 
in the forenoon of any day ajipoiuted for tbo holding of 
any market, 

174. He shall not allow such goods, provisions, 
markotablo commodities, or urticloa, or any part 
thereof, to remain in tho market-place after the hour 
of six in the aftemoou of any day apjmintcd for tiie 
holding of any market. 

175. Every tenant or ocenpier, or the servant of i 
tenant or occupier of any building, stall, or standing 
in the market-honse, who shall be in charge of tbs 
same, shall, before tho hour of six in tho afternoon of 
every day, during which soch building, stall, or stand- 
ing, may have been used for the sale, or exposure for 
sale, of any goods, provisions, marketable commeffities, 
or articles, extinguisb, or cause to be extinguished, 
every &e or light in. upon, or in connexion with such 
building, stall, or standing. 

176. No tenant o’- occupier, or a servant of o tenant 
or occupier of aiy buildice, stall, or standing in the 
market-boose used for the sole, or exposure, or prepara- 
tion for sale, of any carcase of meat intended for tha 
food of man, or any other person, shall cl«ve bum 
carcase or meat olsewhoi'e than upon a oleaving-block, 
or chopping-board, or otherwise than when properly 
attache to or snspeodod from tho hooks provided fOT 
the purpoae, in, upon, oi‘ in connexion with such build- 
ing, stall, or st^ding. 

177. No teiiout or occupier of any building, stall, or 
standing in the market-house shall cause or allow wj 
goods, provisions, marketable oommoditiee, or artiola^ 
to be aeposited or exposed for sale in or upon suoa 
building, stall, or standing, so that such m»ds, 
visiona, marketable commodities, or artioles, or sny 
pai't tWeof, shall project beyond the line of sucb 
building or stall, or Imyond the limits aasigued to sacn 
standing, so us to obstruct tho passago of any person or 
vehicle, or of any goods, provisions, mwkotable com- 
modities, or artioles, in or through tho market-honse, 
or any part thereof. 

178. A tenant or occupier of any building, stall, « 
standing in tho market-house, or a person resortangw 
such market-house for tho sije ot any goods, provisions, 
marketable eommoditiea, or articles, shall for any longw 
time, or in any other manner than shall be reasoi^J 
necessary for ibo conveyance of snob goods, provision^ 
marketable commodities, or aiticles, to or from roc 
building, stall, or standing, or any part of au^ marW 
house, deposit, or cause or oUow to bo d^sited m 
avenue or passagp ndjoinuig such building, stmli 
standing, or elsewhere, in such market-house, or m s y 
of the immediate approaches thereto, any 

orate, basket, box, ban-el, or other receptacle for 
goods brought into such morket-honso for the porpofi* 
of sale or exposure for sale. 

179. Every tenant or occupier of any building, stall, 
or standing in the market-honse, shall cause s^ 
building, stall, or standing to be properly 
immediaitely before the reception, deposit, orexp®*“ 
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for sale therein or thereon and immediately after the 
removal therofrom of any goods, proviaions, marketable 
commodities, or articles. 

180 He shall from lime to time, as often as occasion 
may require, during any day on which anoh building, 
etoU or standing may be used for the reception, 
deposit, or exposure for sale therein or thereon of any 
cc^ provisioiiB, marketable commodities, or articles, 
TOOSC all filth and refnse which may be produced or 
may accumulate in the course of the trade or business 
carried ou by snob tenant or occupier, to be placed in 
such receptacle tif any) as may bo provided !jy the 
sanitary authority, or otherwise in a rcoep^le of 
soiiablc construcuon and of adequate dimensions, to 
be provided by such tenant or occnpicr. in, npon, or 
in omse connexion with such building, stall, or stand, 
iug. Ho shall from time to time, as often as may be 
necessary, canse the contents of such receptacle to be 
promptly removed in such a wanner, and with such 
procantions as not to create a nnisaiiue in the process 
of removal, to such place of deposit as shall from time 
to time be appointed by the sanitary anthority, and 
shall be defined or described in a notice printed, 
painted, or marked in legible letters of such a coloor 
as to he clearly distingnishable from the colour of the 
ground whereon such letters are printed, painted, or 
marked, and affixed or setup, and continued in some 
suitable and conspicuous position at or near such place 
of deposit. 

181. Ho pereon resorting to the market-house, and 
being in charge of any waggon, cart, truck, barrow, 
or oMier vehicle, or of any beast of burden, shall cause 
or allow such vehicle or beast to stand in any avenue 
or passage in such market-house, or in any of the 
immediate approaches thereto, for any longer time than 

be reasonably necessary for the loading or un- 
loading of such veMole or beast of burden. 

182. Evojy person resorting to the market-place for 
the sale of any goods, provisions, marketable commo- 
ities, or articles, or in charge of any waggon, cart, 
track, barrow or other Tehiole, or of any beast of burden 
used for the conveyance of any goods, provisions, 
marketable commodities, or articles, to or from such 
market-place, shall, from time to time, as oiten as 
occasion may require, and in such, a manner as to 
prevent nuisance or obstruction, remove or cause to be 
removed from every avenue or passage in such market- 
place, or from the footway or roadway of any of the 
immediate approaches thereto, all vegetable or animal 
refuse, Utter, or rubbish which may have fallen, 
or may have been thrown or deposited therein or thereon 
during the loading or onloading, or the oonveyanM to 
or from such market-place of such goods, provisions, 
markotable commodities, or articles. 

18d. Every tenant or occupier of any building, stall, 
or standing in the market-honse, shall canse every 
avenue or passage in connexion with such building, 
stall, or standing, whether used by him alone, or in 
conjunction with any other person, to be properly swept 
and cleaned once at least daring each day appointed 
fur the holding of the market. 

18i, No person resorting to the market-house for the 
lule of any goods, provisions, marketable commo^tiea, 
or articles, shall cause or allow such goods, provisions, 
markotable commodities, or articles, to be brought or 
conveyed to or from such market-house or any huilding, 
stall, or standing therein, or to stand, be placed, or 
exposed for sale in snob a manner os to obstruct the 
passage of any person or vehicle, or of any other goods, 
provisions, marketable commodities, or articles, in or 
through such market-house, or any part thereof, or any 
of the immediate approaches thereto. 

185. No person shall smoke tobacco or other like 
thing in the market-house, or any covered bnilding 
connected herewith. 

18fi. All goods, provisioim, marketable commodities, 
or artioles requiring to be weighed for the purpose of 
sale, or of expoanre for sale wil£in the marlmt-place, or 
market-house, shall be weighed at the public weighing 
machines provided by the commissioners at the market- 
house ; and no person other than the person or persons 
appointed by the oommiasioners for the purpose, shall, 
for fee or reward, weigh any such goods, provisions, 
marketable commodities, or articles, within the said 
township, or give certificates of weight thereof. 

187. No person shall hawk, carry about, or oiy any 
goods, proviaions, marketable oonunodities, or oriioles 
of any kind whatsoever, for sale in the market-honse or 
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tho immediate approaches thereto, or on tiia footpath 
around it: nor snail any person be pormittod to have 
nny stall or stamding in the pnblio street. 

Markit Bayt and Sourt. 

188. A market for all marketable commodities shall 
bo held on Wednesday and Saturday in every week 
throughout the year. On every day appointed for the 
holding of a market, such market shall be held between 
the hoars of 7 o’olocfic in the forenoon and 6 o’clock in 
the afternoon on and from the 1st day of April to tho 
1st day of October, and between tbe hoars of 8 o'clock 
in the forenoon and fi o’clock in tho afternoon on and 
from the let day of October to the 1st day of ApriL 
But the market-house shall be opeu daily for tho sale 
of nil marketable commodftieB on sale in the stalls 
thereof. 

• rolls. 

189. All goods mentioned in the schedule of tolls set 
forth hereunder, which shall be allowed into the market- 
place, shall be charged a toll, as per said schedule j and 
stallages, rents, and tolls in respect of all marketable 
commodities brought to the msrxetfor sale, or exposure 
for sale, shall become due os soon as the commodities 
in respect whereof they are demandable are brought 
inlD the market-plaoe, or market-house os the cose 
may be. 

190. The stallages, rents, and tolls mentioned in the 
said Bchednlc, and payable in respect of the occupation 
of any Stull, bench, compartment, or space of grunnd, 
shall be paid, as well by the original tnkei- or occupier 
thereof, 1'or part of the day or space uf time, as by any 
snbaequent taker or ocenpier of the same for any other 
part of the some day or space of time. 

191. Every person who shall offend against any of tho 
foregoing byeiawa shall be liable, for every such offence, 
to n penalty of 52. ; and in the case of a continuing 
offence, to a farther penalty of 40«. for each dav after 
written notice of tbe offence from the sanitary authority. 
Provided, nevertheless, that tbe justices or court, before 
whom any complaint may be mwe, or any proceedings 
may be taken, in i-espect of any sneb uffeiice, may, if 
they think fit, af^udge tho payment, as a penalty, of 
any snm less than tbe full amount of tbe penalty im- 
posed by this byelaw. 

Sealed with the corporate seal of tbe Bray Township 
Commissioners, this 2nd day of Idsy, 1887. 

Paimck M’Dosseu., 

Town Clerk and Executive Sanitary 
officer of said Sanitary Authority. 

Thomas Mat^e, 
Chairman. 


ScHEBULE of Toixs referred to in the foregoing byelaws, 
payable iu the Market-house or place within the 
Township of Bhay, referred to in byelaws Nos. 169 
aud 190. 

£ s. (2. 

For every covered or uncovered shed, 
stall, hulk, block, bench, trestle, 
standing place or station, nsed for 
exposingmeat, ^h, vegetables, fruit, 
earthenware, or other goods or com- 
modities whatsoever, a space not 
exceeding 6 feet by 5 feet, per day 0 0 C 
If let by tho year, any yearly sum not 

exceeding - - - - 1 0 0 

If let by the half-year, any hrdf-yearly 
sum not exceeding - - - 0 10 0 

If let by tho quarter, any quarterly 
sum not exceeding - -050 

If let by the week, any weekly sura 
not exceeding - - - 0 1 0 

If otherwise let, or occupied for every 
market day, or other lawful day, 
any daily sum not exceeding - 0 0 6 
For any extra space per square foot - Q ^ 

Butter. 

For every basket, parcel, or quantity 
of butter not exceeding 14 lbs., per 
day - - - - -OOi 

For every additional 7 lbs. - 0 0 0^ 

Fur every ukin, tub, barrel or cask of 

butter not exceeding 66 Iba • 0 0 S 
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Tablb or Tolls — coni. 

Com and Potatoes. 

£ c. a. 

For ewry sack Of corn, of any descrip- 
tion of sock pf potatoes, per day, 
or fraction of a day, inclndme 
■weighing ■ • ■ -001 

PouU^j and Game. 

For every description of fowl, includ- 
ing ■wild fowl and rabbits, not ex- 
ceeding one dozen - - * ® a ? 

Bvei'y extra dozen • 0 0 1 

JUggt. 

For every basket of eggs - * ^ a q 

For every dealer’s box of eggs - 0 0 «. 

JVttii and Vegalolhs. 

Bach seller to pay per day or fraction 
of a day - - - - 0 0 3 

Fish. 

For fish of all kinds, inclning shell 
fish, each seller for eveiy hamper - 0 0 3 


Weighing and ToUtfor Weighinig everi/tfcipy. 

If weigbine not more than 28 lbs. avoir- 

dupois - - • - 0 0 OJ 

If weighing 28 lbs. and not more than 
two hnndredweipht - -001 

And for every entire haiidredwoigbt 
or fraction of a hundredweight, not 
less than a half hnnclredweight 
beyond two hundredweight - 0 0 OJ 


For 3f«o«itriny eoerxj QiumtUij of Tltings sold by 
Measure. 

If not exceeding one bushel ■ - 0 0 OJ 

If exceeding one bushel and not ex- 
ceeding two bashels • - 0 0 1 

And for every bushel beyond two 
bushels - - • - 0 0 OJ 

For weighing every waggon unloaded 0 0 d 
For weighing every cart unloaded - 0 0 2 


23.967. Is there any market authority in Bray other 
than the town commissioners P — No. 

23.968. The Esxl of Meath does nut exercise any 
rights P — ^No. 

23.969. Ton have the fairs leased? — We have thorn 
let. 

28.970. To whom P — ^To Mr. Michael Doyle. 

23.971. Has he them for any term, or is it a yenrly 
letting? — The fair tolls are let to Mr. Doyle of Little 
Bray for 272. for three years from the 21st March 1887. 

23.972. How do yon let them P— By tender. 

23.973. lathe amount of the tender secured in any 
way other than by the guarantee of the tenant ? — ^The 
rent Is paid qnarterly and stopped if not paid. There 
is also supposed to be a bond. 

23.974. Have you got a written agreement with 
Mr. Doyle?— Y«, but I think the last one is not 
renewed. However, it is a matter of very li^e import- 
ance in regard to Mr. Doyle. He is flie only person 
who applies for the tolls, and he pa 3 ra regularly every 
iiaarter. 

23.975. In the agreement formerly held were 
there any special ciauses other than the ordinary 
clauses between landlord and tenant?— No special 
clause. 

23.976. Wbat is the market day hero ? — Wednesdays 
and Saturdays. The fair days are the first Wednesdays 

of the month. 

23.977. Wednesday and Saturday are the general 
market days ? — Yes. 

23.978. Have you any day in ihe week set off for the 
exposure and disposal of any particular commodity ?— 
No. 

23.979. When ■were'ihese market days established P 

I believe they are in existence from time immemorial. 


They woio in o-xiatouco before tbo town comiuissiouDra 
were ostablisbed. 

23.980. When was the monthly fair established?— 
There was a fail’ al'way.s in oxistonco which was held ia 
tho main stroot of the town, and after tho passing of 
tbe Bray TowJiahip Act in 1866, a fair green wn* 
established in Little Bray on tbo ooniity Dublin side of 
the town, and tho i'airs to bo hold there on Ac firet 
Wednesday in every month. 

23.981. Previous to Aat t beliovo you had six fairs 

—Yes. 

23.982. Do you remombor them yourself? — I do not. 

23.983. How wore these oHtaliliahod. Did yon obtain 
ft gmnt for thorn ov was it only tho 'will of the com- 
missionors to ostabliHli thorn? — It was a clause in 
the ’66 Act to cxinstruot a fair green. 

23.984. Has a fair green boon pi-ovidod under the 
provisions of that Act ? — Yea. 

23.985. Ton havo the schedule of queries? — ^Xcs. 

23.986. Gau you give mo tbo capital expouditoo of 
tho commissioners in providing the fair gi-ecu and 
market bniUlinga? — ^Ifc hopponod in Ais way that the 
market buildings were orectodi by Lord Bi-abazou, tho 
presout Earl of Meath, and wei-e handed ovot to tbi: 
Awn oommissioiioi'3 subjaot to a rent of 902. n year, 
and then tho only expenditure — cjupitiil oxpeuditnvo— 
which the commissiunors incurred woe the erection of 
a weighing-machine, and the construction of another 
part of land given by tho Earl of Pembroke into a 
hay market. 

23.987. Is that hay nwvkot eiiolusud P — It is cucloscd 
bnt nucovoriid. 

23.988. Ia it :uljiu»!nl to tbo other nuirkoA P — ^Yes. 

23.989. Provions to tho uBtahliHliincnt of tbo couunis- 
sionuTS did Lord Bviibii./.ou or tho Earl uf Meath uxeruiiie 
any moi-kot rights ? — Ho did not. 

23.990. Was it for the purjioso of handing it over to 
the town commissionors that ho erected Ac market 
building P — Yea. 

23.991. Are tolls loviod at Ae market P — ^ToUs ore 
levied. 

23.992. Are they what you call tolls proper, or only 
weighiug charges ? — They are tol Is proper aocordiug to 
the sohednlo I nauded in to you. 

23,998. Have you got a sclxcdulo of those tolls erected 
iu the moi'kct place P — Yes. 

23.994. So that tho public can asoertoin Ac charge 
they havo to pay P— Yes. 

23.995. Arc tolls levied at the monthly fairs P— Yes, 
by the lessee. 

23.996. Ton give him that right under Ac agree- 
ment P — Tee, subject to Ao |taymont of 271. 

23.997. Is tliis fair m-eou you havo provided enlivoly 
. cncloaod P — It is outirmy cuclosod. 

23.998. Whore is it situated P — In Little Bray. I* 
was formerly portion of Bray Oommous. 

23.999. Yon had to pay noAing for the site ?— No- 
thing oxcopt Ae taxes. 

24.000. What ia tho valuation of tho tolls hero, both 
on the markets aud fairs P — The valnivtiun is a very 
difficult question to decide. Yon will ace by ibc 
answer to the queries that tho byelaws wero tmly 
sanctioned on tho 27th Juno 1887, so that wc had oo 
clear financial year, which ends on tho 31st Docorobur. 
However tho tolls arc likoly to iuoroaae in value. 

24.001. Is there any poor-law valuation struck ou 
Aom 08 yot P— No, 

24.002. Have you any valuation on the bunding 
itseifP — Yes. 

24.003. What is that? — Eighty pounds. 

24.004. Yon have a valuation on tho fair green P— H 
is something very small— nominal. 

24.005. Has Mr. Doyle to pay that vent of 271. and 
taxes duo on the fair green P— No. Ho only p'tys 

24.006. Is Acre any shelter accommodation in this 
fair green? — No. 

24.007. Or pens P — No. 

24.008. Do you restrain the disposal ©f any market- 
able oommodities that came into Bray elsewhere thw 
in this marketplace ? — ^Weil, wehave not done soyet I* 
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is ft Tory voxod question, and it is a great liardahip on 
the tz^ere of tlie town that some parties come in nnd 
sell through the town. 

24 009. Are these farrnerBwho come from the out- 
Iring disti'icts P— Yes, formers and others. The people 
of the tovTO hare not much objection to the {Ksoplc who, 
according to an auoionfi custom, ai-o earning then- living 
hr selling vegetables fuul things about the town, but it 
is in ihfc way of becoming a great nuisance, and the 
ojuainn uf the town eomniissionei's is Unit the police 
should niiike those people produce iv liawkcr’s license to 
sell thvongli the town, because they are now allowed to 
fell withont liconseK. 

1^4,010. It is the opinion of the local authority, backed 
up bv tbo ojiinion of tbe traders of the town, that you 
should restrain tlio siUc of commodities by others uon 
tho'o haring hawkers’ licenses P— Yes. 

24.011. Hiiro yon gob a olauao iu yooi’ byelaws re- 
straining the cbsposiuof these commodities about the 
alrccbi P— Yes, the Act of 1847 is incorporated. 

24.012. But you have nevur enforced it P— No. 

24.013. Did you ever ftttoud this market yourself ? — 
Yes, Bometimes. 

‘21,014. Could you mention tome the (Hffereut mar- 
ketable commodities brought in on Wednesday and 
Sutunlar? — Corn, hay, potatoes, butter, eggs, poultry, 
aud vegetables. 

24.015. Arc any cal.tlo over brought on inaikct days P 
-No. 

24.016. Arc calves or pigs ? — No, 

24.017. Are pigs exposed for sale on the same day as 
the ordinary rattle fair is hold P — Yes. 

24.018. You have no apeoinl pig fah* day P — ^No. 

24.019. Ou com, what is your oliai-go ? — It is men- 
tioned in Iho schedule. 

24.020. For evovy sack of potatoes aud com of any 
desrriptien, Id. Do you weigh the commodity for Id. P 
-Yes. 

24.021. If they bring the commodity into your msi'ket 
premises they pay Id. whether they weigh or not P — 

24.022. Do thOT over expose them out ou the public 
thoroughfare ? — They do on the market square. 

24.023. Within what limits would you Sft}’ your 
jurisdiction extends to levy this charge. Is it if they 
come into tho town or only to the market premises P— 
That is u dobateable question, aud was always one os to 
bow'fnr their jurisdiction goes, but the commissioners 
think they should have the authority ovor the town. 

24.024. That is so far as their ordinary momolpal 
jurisdiction extends? — Yes. 

24,02.5. nave you over recci^’cd payment on any 
commodity brought into tho tounibutnot exposed in 
the market buiQingaP — Yes, Croquently, espraiallyif 
they require to bo weighed. Ou market days we stop 
every car coming into tho town when passing through 
the market. Of course, some of them tir to got by, 
and say the things ore bought. The omoiols of the 
township stop them. 

24.026. Is it when you weigh corn and potatoes you 
levy the charge, or do you receive it when they enter 
tbe market? — With regard to oorii and straw, on the 
weight ; aud ou the other things when they enter the 
market. 

24.027. If a cartload containing 12 sacks were 
brought iu here, would you sock for 1«. ou that ? — Yes. 

24,023. Before they would weigh them? — Yes. 

24,020. And weigh them gi’atuitonsly afterwards P — 
Yes, if they wish to have the weight oacei'tained. 

24,030- As a matter of fact is tho com always 
weighed? — Very often it is not. Veiy often they weigh 
one sack aud buy lot. 

24.031. Would they estimate tho remainder P — Yes. 

24.032. If iliey brought in 12 sacks and only 
weighed one, would yon seek for a shilliug charge P — 
Yea, before the thing was weighed. 

24.033. Do the same remarks apply to potatoes P — 
Yes. Tho fjainc remarks ajiply to everything that 
ooiucB in u sack. 

24,0M. How is tho butter brought in. Is it iu lumps 
or firkins P — In various ways. 


24.035. Do they bring it in firkins P — Frmoipaliy in 
lumps. 

24.036. Have you any tasters employed iu the market 
place P — ^No. 

24.037. Have you coopers ? — No. 

24.038. What men bare you engaged for tho market 
on market daysP — We hare tho wcigh-master, Alfred 
Baily, Wm. O'Neill, township iuapector’a assistant, nnd 
a man named Bati Ormond, ana James O’Oonnor, to 
prevent tho cars going by nntil tho toll is collected. 

24.039. Who oolleois the toll? — Tho weigh-mastcr. 

24.040. Has he to pcrfum the doty of weighing tho 
commodities and collectiug tho toll P — "Tos. 

24,0-il. Does he give tickets P — Yes. 

24,042. He has to perform that clerical labour?— 
Ycb. 

2-4,043. Have yon ever hcoi-d nuy complaints of delay 

on account of his haring to pcifoim all these duties ? 

No, I never heard the slightest complaint. 

‘24,044. Has ho oue tickec for all commodities, or a 
seporato ticket for each particular commodity P — ^No; 
but he has a space in which to fill iu the name of the 
oommodifry. 

24.045. One ticket answers all purposes P— Yffi, there 
ore four pai-ts iu It. 

24.046. Is tho commodity sold before being weighed P 
—It is optional with the seller aud buyer. 

24.047. Ou fowl you hare a uhavge ? — Yes. 

24,(V16. Under a dozou, 3d. ?— Yes. 

24.049. Supposing a peroon brought in one, what 
would you charge ? — Probably a woman would got into 
tbe market without the collector knowing she hud it, 
but we would charge 2d. if we could get it. 

24.050. Then for every dozen over tho first dozen you 
ohargo IfZ. P — That is all. 

24.051. Do the fowl hawkers come to the market 
building as a rule ? — No. 

24,062, They go about the townp — Yes. 

24,053. It is on entry to the toim that yon levy this 
charge ? — Yes. 

24,064. What return do these fowl-dealers and others 
get for that charge P — You may leave that as a nil 
charge. 1 do not beliere we have ever levied a shiBing 
ou game. 

24,056. On poultry P — They get the accommodation 
if tiiey require it. 

24.056. The accommodation is there if they wish to 
avail themselves of it P— Yes. 

24.057. As a rule they go about the town P — Yes. 
24,068. HawkLug from dooi’ to door? — Yes. They 

go to gentlemen who live here, and often sell in the 
market. 

24.059. Is it always the producer who pays tho 
charge P — Yes. 

24.060. You never collect it from tho purchaser ? — 
No. 

24.061. On fruit or vegetables the charge is 8d. per 
day. Is that irr^pective of what quanti^ of fruit or 
vegetables they may bring in P — Yes, but there is very 
little brought in. 

24.062. Snpmsing a woman brought in a basket of 
fiuit or vegetables and ])ut them at tho corner of tho 
street, would you charge 3d. ? — would. 

24.063. Hava you done so? — I would not say wo 
have. 

24.064. It is your inspector's duty to go around the 
town and see where the people are, and collect the 
charge wherever he meets tnem ? — It is his duty, and 
he will do it. 

24,066. He does not oonsider whether they have sold 
any of these commodities or not P — ^No ; he charEes the 
vendor on what he brings into the market, and ho does 
not oare whether he sells or not. 

24.066. Supposing a woman brought in a basket of 
vegetables, and exposed it for sale on the street, and he 
Bonght for this ch^ge of 3iZ , wonld he seize the com- 
momty if he had not got it P — We never interfere with 
people hawking for a living or collect a toll. 

24.067. It is only when they avail themselves of the 
market place yon charge P — Yes. 

Dd 4 
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24.068. If they go about Litde Bray, or eleewhere, 
and expose their commodities on the cnrb-stone you do 
not collect the toll P— No; but we prerent them from 
faktug up a position on the corb-atone. If they have 
aRBos”carta, as they generally hare, we do not allow 
them to stop there. 

24.069. Hare you a separate portion of this market 
building lo affoi^ shelter accommodation to thew 
people wlio bring in fmit and vegetables P— Yes, if 
they like to pay ior it. 

24.070. Does that comprise some shedding ? — ^Tes. 

24.071. Would the charge for the use of that be 3d. 
a day P — It is 11. a year for the stall. There are 
small charges for the uso of the stalls, which are men- 
tioned in nhc schedule. It is a' charge per day. 

24.072. For fruit 01- vegetables each seller has to pay 
per day, or fraction of a day, 3d. P — That is for tho uso 
uf the table. 

24.073. Is that for standing in the market ?— Yes, 
for both standing and shelter. 

24.074. If they provide themselves with a stall, they 
have to pay one pound a year additional ?— I could not 
say. That would be a matter for the commissioners, on 
tho application of the party, to decide. 

24.075. In fact you never received this 3d. yourself ? 
—No. 

24,070. Tho stalls ore not let ? — People will not avail 
of them because they will be only where the purebaBor 
if>. 

24.077. Practically these stalls are for retailers ?— 
Yes. bat the market is not in the part of the town where 
retailers would go. 

24.078. Supposing they broi^ht in a quantity of 
poultry, fmit, or vegetables on Wednesday or Saturday, 
and took thorn to a dealer in the town, and it came to 
your knowledge, would you seek for your charge from 
the seller?— They coiilS not bring them in without 
going throngb the market, the town is so constnioted. 

■*4,079. Is fish bronght here ? — Yes, but it does not 
go throngb the market. 

24,U80. Do you collect an} charge ?— No, they never 
go through the market with fish. It is a marketable 
commodity, but it is not exposed here. 

24,C®1. For every basket, parcel, or quantity of 
butter not exceeding fourteen pounds per day tho 
charge'is Id. P — Yes. 

24.082. That is for all roll batter ? — Yes. 

24.083. Do yon weigh that gratnitouslyP— Yes. 

24.084. Bnt the charge is payable whether yon weigh 
or not ? — ^Yes. 

24.085. Do you keep any record of the quantity of 

butter and other marke:able commodities brought in P 

We keep no record at all 

24.086. Only when yon weigh you have the block P — 
When wc wei^v and when we charge for the number 
of sacks of com, we do not keep a record of what is in 
suck, bnt of BO many sacks. 


24.095. Ton would not say tho Ireason they go about 
the town from door to door and take their commodities 
to private couflumorB is because the private consumers 
and buyers will not attend the mtu-ket place ?— I would 
not say that. 

24.096. But to avoid paying tho tolls ? — Yes. 


24.097. Do yon ever oollecL those charges any day of 

the week other than Wodnosday or Saturday p—Every 
day of the week. ^ 

24.098. Although Wednesday mid Saturday are 
market daysP — ^Weduoaday and Saturday are the 
principal days for the tolls, bnt wo weigh every day. 

24.099. But do you levy ohargos whether you weigh 
or not every duyP— No, except wo weigh, but on 
Wednesday or Saturday wo collect them whether we 
weigh or not. 

24.100. The ohargos aro tho same when yon weigh?— 


24.101. What is tho charge on a load of hayP— A 
halfpenny par hundred. 

24.102. It is ahvays on tho weight you ohargeP 
— Tes. 

24.103. Is it on tho not weight or the gross P— On 
the net. 


24.104. Suppoeing they bring in hay to tho hay- 
market, snd a man buys by bulk, estimating tho weight 
himself, would you lovy your charge? — Ho would ^vo 
to weigh it. 

24.105. But supposing ho doos not weigh, and buys 
by bulk P — It never occurred boro. 

2-4.106. It is always weighed P — Yos. 

24.107. Is it always sohl bofoio Ixsiiig weighed? 
—Yes. 

24.108. They never weigh it before eH'ecting a saJeP 
— They might if a man camo in from the country with 
a load of hay, ho might weigh it and bring the ticket 
with him, to the buyer, but os a rule they lul stand in 
the market and the hay is weighed before the 
purchaser. 

24.109. The purchaser will not compJote his ooutraot 
until he secs tho ticket?— No, he never does. 

24.110. Have you got auy of the tickets here? 
— No. 

24.111. Have yon any standings at all about the 
town or in the market place that you levy a charge on ? 
—No. 

24.112. Supposing a shopkeoper in the town erected 
a standing outside his door in tho channel course with 
some goods on market diiy, would you seek for any 
chwgo P— No, but wo would prevent shopkeepers from 
doing 80 any day in tho week because of the obstruction 
to the footpath. 

24.113. Then they do not do itP — They do not. 
Sometimes they may, but tho inspeotors order them to 
remove the goods. Tho town inspector prevents fhst 
08 a nuisance. 


24.087. Have yon none of these stalls at all let ? ^No. 

24.088. What facilities do yon afford for weighing 
Hu* dilferonb commodities, or what beams and scales 
have yon there?- We have a weighing-machine and 
HTuall scales for com sacks. 

24.089. Only one scales? — A large machine for hay 
and straw, and a small machine for sacks of com and 
potatoes. 

24.090. One scale for butter, corn, aud potatoes? 
—Tes. 

24.091. Have yon ever hemil complaints when Weighing 
the bntrer, that it was unored in any way by dirt re- 

moaning on tho scales after the sacks of potatoes P 

Never m the slightest. 

24.092. I suppose you have a smaller scale for the 
lump butter ?— Really small quantities are never 
weighed. They are weighed in the shops where they 
sell them. 

24.093. Did you ever hear any complaints from these 
people that the reason they do not avail themselves of 
the_ market place, is because of the charges that are 
levied on them? — No. I never heard any complaonta 
of the kind. The only thing is some people are making 
a market day of days that are not, by coining in the 
day before the usual market days to avoid the toll 

24.094. You think it is to avoid the toll ?— It is. 


24,114. From what distriote aro these marketable 
commodities brought in P— They are brought from 
various districts. 

24,11.*). Within what liniitHP— I should say 12 miles 
for corn and potatoes and I'roni 20 to 30 miles for bar. 
We havo a vciy good liay market. Hoy is brought 
here from Arklow. 

24.116. Would you say tho close proximity to the 
Dublin markets detracts from your market here?— 
Probably if Dublin was not so near and this such s 
good town as it is wo might havo them larger. 

24.117. You would say it does affect you P — would 
not say it docs, bccanse Bray is a good market. 

24.118. In the qnory sheet you havo nicnfeioned the 
receipts from tho mnrkcti alono P — Yes. 

24.119. Your receipts ovidoiitly, by thot return, do 
not cover the expenditure P — ^Not at present, but 
henceforth the receipts will increase end the W' 

E enditure diminish, bccanse tho markets are new, 
aving been established recently aud we bad to 
purchase a weighing machine and form the market. 
That is an expeu^ture of capital which will not occur 
again. 

24,120. Your yearly annual expenditure seems to he 
out of proportion to the receipts. Does that inolode 
the repayraent of the original cost of the marketplace? 
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Tt floes uot, tafc tho market house and town hall aie 
one concern, and there js a r^tal of 90Z. a year on 
Aem the great proportion of which would not 1 m 
S wireable against the markets, but which you could 
Mt separate because it is paid in one payment to ono 


94 121 Take tho year 1886. Wbat were the receipts 
•n that War P— 461. He. Id. I ma^ mentiou that tho 
r^n the receipts were so small in 1886 was because 
wTonly had receipts on the weighing tiU tho market 
byelaws bad been passed. 

24 1^2. What was tho expenditure in that year P — 
159L Us. 2d- 

24 123. That included 90i. a year rent P— Tes, and 
the weigh.mastei‘’s wages, 11. a week. 

24 124. In 1887 tho receipts were 72Z. 8*. lOd. P— Yes, 
half of that included tolls under the now byelaws, and 
ifwehil&em forthe whole year the receipts would 
be considerably more. The expenditm-e in that year 
•was 2251. 12e. ^., but old debts not properly chargoable 
to that year wore paid off. 

24 125. That yon bad incurred in connexion with 
the nini'keta P — Yes. 

24 126. What was the nature of these debts ? — I 
belieVe one-half year’s rent unpaid, and taxes and 
Torioos things held over. I may mention that a 
couple of mouths before the oloso of 1886 my pre- 
decessor died, and there was very little paid off anything 
that year until tho end of the year, and the payments 
for the close of that yew were held over. 


24.127. The town commissionei-s have incurred no 
debt in connexion with the markets mid fairs? — l^o 
debt-, only the rent. 

24.128. You do uot know the estimated cost of tho 
bnilding of the market house by Lord BrabuaouP— 
Four or five thonsaud pounds I shonld say. It was 
immaterial to the uommissioiiers. He was bound to 
expend 4,0001. on it under the original agreement. 

24.129. Do the people frequenting the mni-kota say it 
is a convenient site for a market buildiug?— It liux 
been tho site from timo immemorial of the market. 
Probably if it was in a more central position it would 
be a better place. The people originally selected it 
themselves. It is in an old portion of the town, and tho 
only wide space we have. 

24.130. That is at Ihe top of the main stroet P — Yes. 

‘24,131. Have yon any role in the byelaws or special 
Act regulating the application of any snrplus ravenue 
you might derive P — ^it goes to the revenno of the 
township. 

24.132. Towards the municipal expenses?— Yes. 

24.133. Have you ever heaad that the market docs 
not afiord ample space or shelter accommodation for 
those people who bring ^cir commuditics ? — Xo, 
except in BO far that the hay market is uuvovered. 

24.134. Have they complained of that? — ^Yes, but os 
a mte bay markets are not covered. With tho exception 
of Cork no hay market is covered. 


Mr . Michael Doyle examined. 


24.135. You are the tenant to the town coinmls- 
lioaexs for the fairs hero ? — ^Yes. 

24.136. Previous to the establishment of the monthly 
fairs there were only six fhlrs here in Bray P — Yes. 

24.137. Am I correct in stating that those fairs were 
held on the 1st May, 1st June, 1st July, 15th August, 
20th September, and 14th December ?— Yes. 

24.138. Those were the six P— Yes. 

24.139. Were tolls levied at those fairs P — ^Yes, on the 
streets. 

24.140. Then they were held on the streets ? — Yes. 

24.141. By iwhom were the tolls levied ?— I cannot 
say, bnt there were tolls levied. 

24.142. Did yon ever buy or sell at those fairs ? — 
No. 

24.143. 'When did the fairs commence to be held in 
the fair green ? — Sinco the establishment of the monthly 

24.144. "When the fairs were held on the streets of 
the town had the buyer to pay auy ohargaP — ^Hot since 
the commissionera took them up. 

24.145. Yon collect tolls at tho monthly fairs P — 
Yea. 

24.146. Have you got a schedule of the tolls erected 
in the fair green P — Yes. 

24.147. Have yon got n coi>y of it hero P — No. 

24.148. Sabseanently the witness producotl the 
Bchcdnle of whion the following is a copy : — 


Little Buay Faui Geeen. 

1. That the following be the tolls for all cattle or 
stock sold in said fair green — 


For every bull, ox, cow, or heifer, three 
years of age and upwards - - 0 2 

For every bull, ox, or heifer, from two 
years and mider this - - - 0 1 4 

For every yearline, bull, os, or heifer, 
or oolf . . . - 0 1 

For every horse, mare or gelding - 0 4 
For every mule or ass - - - 0 2 

For every sheep or goat • - -01 

For every lamb • - - -01 

For every hog or pig - . - 0 1 

For every cart or dray in which anyth ing 
IS sold or offered for sale, per toy *04 
I 597aG. 


Slalh. 

e. d. 

1. For space for every stand, car, dray, 

or snow-box for sale of m-tlclcs, by 
space not exceeding six saperficiiu 
feet • - - - -04 

For every extra sjuice, per foot - -01 

For every hawker, or pedlar, or other 
persons, selling, or offering, or ex- 
posing for solo, any article whatever 
ivithiu the fair gi-ceu by hand or 
otherwise, per toy or fraction of 
day - - - - - 0 4 

For the use of any booth or stall that 
may be erected in the iair-green not 
exceeding six feet frontage, per day 
or part of a toy - - - 1 0 

Any extra space, per foot, do. -01 

2. That fairs shall be held on tho first In 

each month in Little Bray fair green. 

3. That the inspector of nuisances shall huve the 
control and regulation of all matters connected with 
the fairs subject to tho dictation of the commissionera, 
and shall hare such assistance os the commissioucra 
may from time to time appoint. 

4. That every person who ehall nssanlt or obstruct 
the iiuspector, or any assistant, or other person appointed 
by the commissioners whilst in the execution of bis or 
t&cir duty shall, for, every such offence, bo liable to a 
penalty not exceeding forty shillings. 

24,149. {The Oomniesioner to the Town Clerk.) Wore 
these filed rvitb tho clerk of the peace P — These wsru 
framed undei' the Bray Township Act, 1866, and that 
was prior to the establishment of the Local Government 
Board. They were sanctioned by the Lord Lieutenant 
and signed by the late Mr. T. H. Bnrke. 

2-4,150. You do not know whether they were filed by 
the clerk of the peace or not P — I believe they were. 

Euaminaihn of Michael Hofla amtiH'ued. 

24,151. These are the tolls you levy, Mr. Doyle P — 
Tes. 

24152. Are they levied on the animals us they enter 
the fair green or when they are sold ?— When they arc 
sold. 

24.153. Do you collect them os the cattle are leaving 
the fair green? — ^Yes. 

24.154. They never expose the animals m any other 
place hntthe fair green? — They do; they expose them 
on the streeta or roads, 

H u 
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24.155. Loading to the fair greeuP— T ch, but tho 
loTTu inspector bos orders not to let them sell thore, 
and prosecute thorn, for selling on the street wbou a 
fair green is prorided. 

24.155. Do you collect a toll from these P — ^No, I only 
collect from those who avail themselves of the fair 
green. 

24.157. How many gaps have yon at tho fair grocnP 
— Two. 

24.158. Who have you employed to collect the toll 
at these gjips P— My son and other diflbront people. 

2-1,159. How many men do you have on ordinary 
oconaions P— Two at each gap. Pigs come out ouo 
gate. 

24,160. Then yon have two men in addition to yoiu* 
own services and your son’s P — Yes. 

3J.',161-2. How do pay those men ? — So much u day. 

24.163. Well, at what lato do you pay those indi- 
viduals ? — Is. a day. 

24.164. When the pics are coming out yon inquire 
from the owners wbothei- they have been bought or 
sold?— Tos. 

24.165. Hav^ou got a copy of tho toll board oreotod 
at this gate H— Y^es. 

2-1,166. If they have Ijougbt do you seek for your 
cliorgo P — Yes. 

24.167. If they say they have not, do you let them 
gofrcoP — Ido. I have no way of testing them. 

24.168. Are not tho catUc as a rule marked ? — Some 
arc, hut not all. 

24.169. Supposing you inquire from a. man driving 
some cattle out whether he had bought or sold, and be 
told yon bo had nut bought, and yon ns a matter of fhet 
had a auspiciou they wero bought, what course would 
you adopt ? — I shomd merely say he bad bought, and 
would have to let him otf. 

24.170. Did you over seis^o the cattle or take posacs- 
siou of them until yon were paid ? — Not when thoy say 
they did not buy or sell. 

24.171. Do yon or any of your men produce a book 
or paper to swear them, or ask them to strike the toll 
board P — ^No. 

24.172. I see here a cart which brings iu any animals 
has to bear a charge of id. P — Yes. 

24.173. Supposing they were driving a number of 
pigs to the fair green and went on the fair green, chat 
cart woald have to pay a charge of 4d. P — ^Yes. Tbo 
carts with small pigs ato unyoked and placed in two 
rows. 

24.174. Still they keep the pigs in tho carts p — ^Yes. 

24.175. Do yon charge 4d. on those carta P — I ohargo 
Is. That is what they call a booth or stall. 

24.176. If they bring in an ordinimy cart containing 
12 small pigs, and they enter the fair green, what 
charee do you levy on tbatp— 4<i. if they do not 
nnyoko. 

24.177. Then when they arc going out do you charge 
on each pig if tho pigs arc sold P— Tea ; the man who 
buys them has to pay a charge of ItZ. each. 

24.178. Practically then there are two oharges on 
small pigs; the standing charge of id. and Id. on each 
indivianjEu pigP — ^Tes. 

24.179. If they unyoke the horse from the curt you 
charge Is. P — Yes. 

24.180. Yon call that a booth P — Yes. 

24.181. In addition to the charge on each pig?— Tes. 
The people who buy the pigs fetch them out. 

24.182. As a rule is the purchaser always in posses- 
sion of the animal when they are going out? Yes. 

24.183. It is only on the aounals sold that you levy 
your charge ? — Yes. 

24.184. You have the same charge for a small pig as 
a large one P— Yes. 

24.185. What standinga have you in the thir green P 
— ^There aro no standings erected. 

24.186. When I say stimdings I mean to say cars 
coming in and exposing different bommodities for sale 
other than oattlo or pigs P— There is a roadway through, 
the fair green, where tho people unyoke their horses 
and erect their standings. 


2-1-.187. What is tho nature of tho commodities thor 
expose there for sale P — Pigs and olothea. ^ 

24.188. Clothes dcniora com .0 iuP—Toa. 

24.189. What charge do yon levy on them?_lt » 
according to tho space. Tbo charge is from 4^. np. 

2‘4,190. What otlior standings have yen besides clothe* 
duiders F — Cahhago ]jbinUt. 

2-1,191. Do you levy tho same chai-ge on them?— 
Yes. 

24.192. Do hrtwkum avail themselves of this fair 
groou P — Sumo do. 

24.193. What do you charge thorn P— I do not charee 

thorn. ° 

2-l-,19-l'-fi. What would you (Jiink you aro entitled to 
ohargo P — I can ohargo 4<t. 

24.197. Did yon ovov hoar complatiita that your men 
had injured tho oattlo oa thoy woro leaving the fw 
grocnP — No. 

24.198. Does much confusion ommo from the ool- 
leotion of tho toll at tho fair gi-con coming out P— No. 

24,109. Aro horsos brought hci’o to tho fair greenP~ 
No. 

2-1,200. No horses at all P — I saw at one time tl» 
coinmissionors slrivo to got up a liursc fair, but it ym 
hold for a while uud no moru. I do not recollect l^t 
any hursos wuro sold. I novur got ]iaid for one. 

2-4,201. Do von kooji any record of tho number of 
animals brought in P — No. 

24.202. Would you kindly tell mo, or have yon my 
objection to stiito, tho lunonnt of your i-oceipts from 
this fair groon P — I do not know. I do not keep any 
record at all. 

21.203. So yon do not know whothcr you mode by it 
or notP — Sometiinos I ilo. Somotimes I make some 
triflo. 

24,20-1. What did you gob tho lost fair day P — 41. 10». 
It is the host fair I had thoso two year's. 

24.205. What was tho smallest amount collected at s 
fair within the last yoor P — ^Thii-ty shillings. 

24.206. How many fairs did you collect that 30«. at? 
— Two or three in the winter time. 

24.207. I suppose you got the 44. 10s. very often P— 
No. I got 31. 10s. 

24.208. How many fair-s would you get 31. lOs. atp— 
Throe or four. 

24.209. Thon it is 11. 10s., 3Z. 10s., and il. 10s. Did 
^u ever got over 51. at a fair witliiii the last year?— 

24.210. How oftou during tbo Bea.«iOu did ^ou get 
42. lOs.P — ^Ahonb four timus, and 50s. at some fairs. 

24.211. I have got four Jaii's, at each of which yea 
receive 42. 10s., i-hruo fairs 12. lOs. each, and four more 
fairs 32. lOs. each, and one fair 22. lOs. P — I reoeire 
22. 10s. at; a couple. In winter time thoy would be 
very bad. and ono year tboro was a restriction oa the 
fairs, and tbo gj'ooii could not bo opened. 

24.212. Wa.s that on account uf tho plouvo-pnoumonis 
order P — Yos. 

24.213. Di a case like that, waa. there any rodacdoa 
in tho rontP — ^Not a hit. I had to pay the full amonat 
TTie rent during a former term was 312. o year, and it 
is roduoed to 272. at lu'csont. 

24.214. Would you say oil tho whole that you get 
602. a year out of tho fail's P — Is it clear. 

24.215. From tbo sfcatomont you make you get about 
4^2. or 392. lOs. a year, and deducting 272. from ^ 
leaves 132. Is that all you have for your own serwoei 
during Uio year P— About that. 

24.216. Do you koop Miy record as to whether yiw 
lose or nob P — I never koop any account. 

24.217. At eaoh fail' you never put off a cerisin 
amount for the rent P — ^Nla. 

24.218. You koop no record cither of the number of 

animals hronglit iuP ^No. 

24.219. Did yon ever ascertain tho ourrent prices of 
these animals ? — ^No. 

24.220. Do you over hear the prices at all P— *NO' 


i’rinted image digitised by the University of Southampton I .ibrary Iligitisation Unit 
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



219 


24 221. Supposing it was requir 0 d from yon to make 
B Kinm of the onrrent prices of tbese diOerent animals 

the fairs, that ifl tne contract price between the 
buyer and seller, conid yon keep such on account P — 
No- 

24.222. "^That would tlioro he to hinder yon? — I 
could not be away in the fair gi-oen. 

24.223. Yon never inquired or never sought for it? — 
jfo. ' Neither buyer or seller would toll mo that. 

24.224. They have not refused you up to the present, 
as yon have not asked them P — I uevei’ naked them. 

24.225. Do you over collect tolls on any day other 
than the first Wednesday of the mouth P — No. 

24.226. Ton have no stalls in tho fair green ? — ^No. 

24.227. Do they ever bi-ing in cattle tho night heforo 
tlie fair?— No. 

24.228. What hour docs tho fair nsnally commence at P 
—About 8 o’clock in tho morning. 

24.229. What time does it terminate P — ^Ahout 3 or 
half-post 3. 

24.230. Ton state you only collect on animals when 
sold P— That is all. 

24.231. Except, of conreo, they arc brought in a cart P 
—Tea. 

24.232. Then you collect whether they are subae- 
quently sold or not? — Yes, for the cart. 

24.233. Supposing a fnnnor was bringing in some 
snimals on a fair day from a couutry district, and bo 
met a buyer on one of tho roads adjivcont to the fair 
green, but within tho limits of the township, and he 
effected the sale of tho animal, would you seek for your 
charge, or have you ever received it in such an instance 

it came to your knowledge? — I have. There ore 
people who have sold pigs coming do^m the street, and 
t^y came and paid me. 

24,284. Dut iu tho case such os 1 have mentioned you 
think yon would he entitled to your charge P — ^Yes. 


24.235. Do the oommissiouerB consider the mui'kot 
righl.s and tho right to collect tolls at fairs extend 
within the municipal boundary? — ^Yes. 

24.236. Not within the limits of tho fair green or 

market place, Imt within iho mnnicipal boundary P 

They do not consider they have properly a right to 
collect any place ontaide tho fair green for tho fairs, hut 
they prevent the sales anyivhcre else. 

24.237. They can enforce that order P — ^Tea. 

24.238. ISTiere is tho weigh-bridgo erected? — At tho 
market house. 

24.239. Is the fair greon any distance from the 
market ? — It is a good distanoo, soven or eight minutes 
walk. 

2-4,240. Did anybody, bnyer or sollcr, ask you to weigh 
auy cattle on the weigh. bridge ? — No. 

24,241. Have you auy control over the weigh-bridgo ? 
— No; after the passing of the A.ct in 18W thecem- 
missioncv.'i ni'ranged the weigh-bridgo with railings so 
that in the event of any buyer or sollcr wishiug to 
weigh their ciittlo they can do so ou tlie weigh-bridge, 
I havo no control, but once the tolls oro paid tho 
weighing will be done. 

24,2^. Has tho wcigli-bridgc been availed of? — Ever 
since the Act passed tliore was onl}* one pig weighed. 

24.243. Could you give mo any approximate idea of 
the number of cattio brought into the fairs P — I could 
not. 

24.244. You could give no idea of the number at oil 
— for instance tbe nonibcr brought in the Inst fair day p 
— No ; if I bod been aware you wanted it I might. 

24.245. Do you clean tho fair green after the fan- ? — 
No ; there do not be nuy cleaning on it. 

24.246. How is it ntilisod between faire? — The 
commissioners’ horses ni’e put out ou it. 

24.247. dlio commissioners have it for grazing their 
animals P — They have their stores and stables on it. 

24.248. You have no control ovci* it only on fair 
days ? — Only on fair days. 


Awsed Baht, Woigh-master, examined. 


24.249. What commodities are yon in tho habit of 
weighing P — Hay, straw, cora, potatoes, and butter. 

24.250. When weighing Lay at the bridge do yon 
always ascertain tho tore of tnc cart P — We weigh the 
empty cart when the hay is delivered. 

24.251. You put down the gross weight and tare on 
thcticketP — Ipntthe gross weight first and then tho 
tare. 

24.252. Do you give them the ticket P — Iu somo coses 
if they like to take it away to see the gross weight. 

24.253. Is it when you oscertaiu the gross weight you 
leij the charge? — When they return, on the net 
Weight, I get the charge. 

24.254. Has it always happoued they have returned P 
—Tea. 

24.255. How long avo you in the service of the 
commissioners os weigh-mastorP — Five years. 

24.256. During that five years have yon ever heard 
of any frauds being conunitted subacquout to tho 
delivery of tho hay, and coming back to you such os 
changing the wheels or tho cutu'o cart P — ^No ; I never 
heard a case of that kind. 

24,267. No COSO has como under your knowledge? — 

No. 

24,258. Do yon over estimate the taro of a corb 
pwinnsly weighed P — I might, but I would not give it 
without weighing the cart again, unless the ouyer 
agreed to it. 

When weighing potatoes do you always 
wmgh tho empty sack or estimate tho tare ? — Wo allow 
half a stono for the sock. 

W,260._ Would that linlf stono ho allowed no matter 
whether it was a fine day or wet day, wlicu the sack was 
completely saturated ivith wet P — Yes, oxoejit there was 
hn objection on the buyer’s port. 

24,261. Would yon weigh the sack then P — ^Yes. 

^^•262. What would bo tho weight of the sock? — 
^TM^thrce to five and six ponuds ; sometimes eight 


24,263. Supposing the weight of the sack was three- 
and you allowed seven pounds, wonld the additional 
four pounds bo for mud and dirt about the potatoes P — 
We make a rule to allow seven pounds for a sack 
whether big sack or small sack, or anything at all 
escopt there is a boirol, and if there is a barrel wc 
allow a stone. 

24,26-4. What is it oustouiary for the barrel here in 
Bray to weigh ?— Twenty stone net weight. 

24.265. Yon obargo Id. for weighing that P — ^Yes. 

24.266. As a rale are all potatoes sold in the market 
weighed? — Sometimes they are not. 

24,2(57. Do you ever find out wlint has been the price 
contracted for between the buyer and seller P — I do. 

24,266. Did they ever ask you to make up the 
tickets P — They did. 

24.269. Do tho same observations apply to corn? — 
Yea. 

24.270. Well then, if it was required from the com- 
missioners to make n jtcriodical return of the emront 
prices of these commodities brought in they could keep 
such a rotuni ? — They could. 

24.271. Do you think it would be a pretty accurate 
one P — It would, but it would involve a great deal more 
work on me. 

2-4,272. Apart &om the trouble you think an accurate 
return could bo made by them if required ? — I think so. 

24,273. In weighing potatoes what is the smallest 
weight you weigh down toP — We can weigh to one pomid. 

2-4,274. What is tlie rnstomary weight yon use. 
Supposing the gross weight was 10 stone five pounds, 
do you cisccrtaiu the fiveponndsP — Anything belwoen 
the’ half stone they will not pay ibr it. 

24,275. It must be a half stone or nothing P — ^Yes. 

24,270. Suppasing the actual weight was 10 stone 
sis pounds, you woni d nut that ou the ticket as 10 stone, 
and a half a stone wonld be deducted trom that for tho 
tore, leaving ths net weight 9^ stone P — ^Yes. 

E e 2 
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2-1, Do yo'i *’■ boaru whon 

weighing P — ”’e do- 
2-i,278. AgoodenatP— Yea. 

04 270. Does the board of tbe soalea toach the 
groimd P— It is a triangle scales. 

24.280. When weighing com do you estimate the 
tare of the empty sack P— Yes.four pounds for the sack. 

24.281. Down to what weight do you weigh P— Just 
the same as potatoes. 

24.282. Do not you ascertain under the half scone 
weight in corn ? — ^No. 

24.283. It must he half a stone ov nothing P — Yes. 

24 284. Does the producer ever complain of thatP — 
In some oases they make it up. They have coi-n to 
make np the actual weight so as not to lose four or ttye 
pounds. 

24,256. They bring in some spare corn for that 
purpose ?— Yes. 

24.286. How is it bonght here, is it by the stone or 
barrel P— By the bari-cl. 

24.287. How much is the barrel supposed to contain P 
— 14 stone net weight. 


24,288. Eaye you ever hem-d complaints that yon 
have not had an opportuniQ^ of weighing all the com- 
modities brought in time so iw to enable the people to 
go home and perform their other duties P — ^No. 1 have 
an assistant on market days. 

24,280. Who is he P— Billy Ormoud. 

24.290. How does be assist you on mai-keb daysP— 
He loo^ after one scale and I look after the other. 

24.291. Yon have to weigh as well as fill the ticket at 
your scales ? — Yes. 

24292 . Are you able to perform these two duties P — 
Yes. The market here is very small. 

24,293. Do you ever weigh a firkin of butter bereP— 
JTo. It is all in cools or lumps. I never saw a firkiu. 


24.294. Do you drain tlio cool P — I do, and make ^ 
balance fur Uiu cloth around it, and turn it right out. 

24.295. Then you would say it is completely drained? 
Yea. If thero is any water it runs off. 

24.296. Do yon tom it up before it ia putr on fte 
scales P — No. 

24.297. Is it always sold before being weighedP— Not 
in every case. Wo do not weigh a ciuarter of what is in 
the market. 

24', 298. Still you got your ebargo P — Yea. 

24.299. What is the smallest weight you use in weigh- 
ing butter P — A quarter of a pound. 

24.300. That is in weighing the cools P — Yes. 

24.301. lu weighing lumps? — ^Wo give the exact 
weight os near as wo can. 

24', 302. What is the uourcstP— The nearest we can 
go on our scales, that is a quarter of a pound. 

24.303. But whether it is I’d! or cool you weigh only 
down to a quarter of a pound P — I’os. 

24.304. Do yon over hoar tUo price of butter P — I do. 

24.305. I suppose it is always loft to tho ozporience of 
th^urchoser as to what is tho quality of the butter? 

24.306. There are no officials in tho market for classify- 
ing the butter P— No, that is optional wich tho buyer. 

24.307. Did they ever complain that they had to 
perform that duty LkomselvoaP — No. 

24.308. You produce this as the ticket yon give 
denoting tho woight at tho woigli-bridgo and scales for 
all commodities ? — Yes. 

24.309. Do you sign this ticket P — It is not necessary. 

24.310. If they lose this ticket when they leave your 
office you aro always in u position to give them a copy? 
— Yea, a copy of the block. 

24.311. Witness then handed in. tho ticket, of which 
the following is a copy : — 


BB.VY TOWNSHU’ M.ARKET. 

BB,.VY TOWK3HIP MARKET, 

DRAT TOWNSHIP MARKET. 

DRAY TOWNSHIP MABK2T. 

Wniefa once, 1S8 

wcixiionco. IBS 

WoIrIi once. 188 

Welsli OBlco, IM 


Sold b.v 

Soldb.T 



To 

To 

Arliclo 


Article 

Article 


Ton. C«t. Qr. Lba 

Ton. Cwt. Qr. Lt)ii. 

Ton. Owt. Qr. Lke. 


Grou vreiglit - : 1 1 

6ns9 WelRlit - : : : 

Qrnsti raolsht • : ■ : 


Two - - ! : : 

Two • - : ; : 

Toro - - I : : 


Melveight • : t 

Net wdght - : ! ! 

Not wdght - : : ! 


Alcmonrnlum from 

Mcmerwidam from 

3Icmoreuduin fp>ui 


The Brar TuTMtsliip Cominisslonen. 

The Bra^ Townehip OonmiBSlonera. 

Tlio Envy Township Oonnnlssioiiors. 


Block to iM lotaincd In Book. 

Vendor’i Docket. 

Purclinscr s Daokol. 

on domiuid. 


STEtnEK Lanotok, Esq., Chairman of 

24,312. Have yon any observations to moke as to 
what you think desirable to improve the markets P — I 
do not think 1 have any information. I never attended 
the markets. They are established about a year — about 
this time twelve months. The markets were held 
prerioosto that by the Earl of Meath, who had some 
control. They were held through the street. The Earl 
of Meath erected, 2.5 years ago, a weighing-machine, 
and gave it in charge tu a person in the town who used 
to weigh bay and things. Hay and straw ware also 
weighed at some prii'ate machine, and by tho Township 
Act of 1881 there was an understanding that if we went 
for that Act and Lord Brabazon,the l3ienEarl of Meath, 
erected a market-house, we should take it on lease at 
BOl. a year for 999 years. It was afterwards increased 
to 001 a year for some reason. At the time we took 
that we understood the market would be scarcely worth 


801 or 901 a L'jrd Brabazon undertook to 


build a town hall. I regret very much it is not suitable 
to the town. The town hall is capable of bolding 200 
people, and the popuhition is 7,000 or 8,000. We con- 
sidered it was not sufficient; however, it was partly 
left to Lord Brabazon. With refereuoe to the question 
you asked tho town clerk as to tlie proximity of the 
Dublin markets injuring our markets, it is my experience 
they do considerably. I have a knowledge of large 
formers in the county of Dublin, and all send their cope- 


Township Oommisaionors, ozamiued. 
moditice to Dublin. In fact thoro was an application 
made by a farmer to uudeo a rodnotion In tho weighing 
of tnmipa, bnt wo could not roduco our charge, the 
commissioners did not boo thoir way to make any 
alterations, and ho sent them to Dublin, and had them 
weighed in Dublin. Wo have very fuw fai-mors except 
some small farmers witWn 10 or 16 miles coming here, 
80 that we could never expect to have a voiy large 
market hero. Of uoursc, thoro is no doubt, for any 
commodity that oomos into Bray, tho prices are as good 
as in any town in Ireland. 

24,813. What is thei-e iu Dnblin in profoi-enooto Bray 

that mokes them go there? — ^Tbc large fanners contract 

with soma parties in Dublin, and dispose of theii" 
without sending them in small quantities. If Hr. 
Ban-iupbon had 200 bon of potatoes, ho could dispose of 
them in Dublin more convenieutiy, and at less cost, 
thou sending them in small quantities to Bray. 

24,314. Did you ever know thorn to send commoffitiM 
to Dublin because they considered your rates high r— 
No. 


24,315. In that case, where the gentleman asked to 
make some reduction in the charges, ffid nob bo sand 
them P — He hod sold in Dublin, and made his contraw 
to send them in a large quantity. He only wanted to 
get them weighed here. 
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^.4 3(6. It is & dob&teable question here os to the 
remoVal off the street of the people selling markecable 
commodities about iho town, and not aToiling them- 
selTOS of the market ? — The opinion of the sliopkeepers 
sudratepsyerii generally is that they consider it a great 
hardship to have people coming ui and disposing of 

goods 1 would not say it was to avoid the tofla — 

bat to got higher prices, the same. prices as the shop- 
keepers get, and very often higher prices. 

2i 317. Do they consider they can obtain a readier 
market for their goods when going about the streets of 
the town P— There is a very ready market, but they 
remain until six o’clock in the evening going about to 
the hall doors, asking, “ Do you want this and that ? " 
2>t Sl8 Have not the commissioners considered the 
advisability of enforcing the regulation coiiflning the 
sale of marketable oommoditiee to the market place P — 
Considering it was a free market as long as any porson 
omi remember, and the byelaws in foroe about a year, 
we have not much to complain of. There arc a great 
mauy people I know myself, small farmers in the 
country, come heie, and not only sell their own goods, 
but bny from neighbours who come in and hawk them 
abont, and get very good prices for them. I was 
informed by a ratepayer, abont a fortnight since, that 
one party came in and bought butter in small quantities 
in the town, and then went around and sold it. 

^,319. At a profit P — ^Toa. The people oie under the 
impression that when a farmer comes in with a thing 
it is his own. 

24.320. Ton have no restriction on sales in shops P — 
Not in shops. "We are going to enforce the byelaws, 
and arc determined to make them come through the 
market. We have allotted three or fonr men to assist 
the officials, and if two or three coi's come into the 
town, or pass through the town, onr inspectors will 
follow them to see where they are going. 

24.321. I toko it, at present you are merely fostering 
the market here P— Yea. 

24.322. Havo you any experience of other markets 
betides this one P — ^No. 

24.323. Prom your oxporienoe, and from what you 
might gather from the people coming into the town — 
the producers and buyers— have yon formed any ideas 
as to the exaction of a toll, or do you think the exaction 
of a toll acts as a deterrent on the people availing 
themselves of the market, or bringing their commodi- 
ties in greater qnantities P — I know people who bad 
anything to sell would lower the price to avoid paying 
the toll. I meet a great many farmers, but they do not 
complain. 

24,32-4. You have formed no ideas yourself about the 
lo^yuig of a toll? — ^No. I consider they are very fair, 
considering that two years ago the Lo^l Government 
Boaid sent them back several times. 

24,325- Have you any sue^tions to offer as to what 
yon think would be adviBable, or any rale you think 
the commisaionera have not, and would desire to obtain 
in order to regul^ the market bettor P — I have not very 
much experience of the markets. 1 have not attended 


them at all. The only thing I heard (ho commissionors 
say is that there is some doubt as to whotbev they 
have ibe power under tbeir byelaws to scop hawking. 
Their solicitor says they have not. Of course we try 
to do it as far as we can. 

24,326. Is it tbeir desire to prevent that hawkiDg P — 
Yea. It is their desire to have fall control in every 
way. 

24,827. Do yon think where markets exist, and 
where there is a local authoritv snch as the town com- 
missioners, that they shonld have control over these 
markets and fairs P — I should say so. 

24.328. You think the united efforts of the gentle- 
men composing such a board would tend to the bettor 
working and management of the markets and fairs than 

having them in the hands of a private individnal P 

Oertamly. 

24.329. I a.sk why you have oome to that 
conclusion P—^ere are gentlemen on the board who 
understand the causes, and are able to do things a 
private individual is not able to do. We have, of 
course, private gentlemen on the board that wish to 
have people protected, and also boaineas people who 
will have to protect their own intorcat. 

24,830. You think these men having a community of 
interest would know the wants and requirements of 
the people frequenting the markets and fairs, and 
•would be better able to supply them than a private 
individnal P — Yes, 1 would certainly snggest that the 
town commissioners shonld have power to make 
any person coming in to sell or dispose that tiiey wonld 
he bound to weigh all commodities in the market and 
get a docket. 

24,381. Where the markets rights oud tolls arc 
vested in inditiduals snch as the lord of the manor, do 
you approve of local authorities, if any snoh exist, 
obtaining compulsory powers to ucqnirc that indi- 
vidnal's rights and work them as a municipal 
anthority P — I would, oerfcaiuly, because there urn many 
instances where yon have a local anthority, and where 
there is sanitation and other matters to be attended to, 
and a private individsal would not care about that. 

24.332. Yon are in favour of such anthority obtaining 
oompnlsory powers to work the markets and fairs for 
tbs lienefit of the town generally ; that is, to apply 
any surplus revenue to &e benefit of the town?— 
Certainly. 

24.333. Yon wonld not he in ffivonr of a local 
authority worklug them and deriving snch au acnuniit 
as would merely pay the working expenses, anything 
extra going to the reductiou of the tolls lesnedp — It 
would be very bard to tie the hands of a local authority. 
It might so happen that the working would not pay the 
expense for some yearn. 

24,834. If they worked thorn in oi-der have a surplus 
which would go to the benefit of the town, you would 
havo farmei'S bringing in nroduco paying indirectly tlie 
expenses of the town? — ^^ey are never expects to 
pay anything over the working expenses of the market 
in this neighboarhood. 


Jffr. Jsjcxs OosTEt examined. 


24.335. Arc you a trader in the town? — Tea, a 
poultry dealer. 

24.336. Do you coucur in the observations of 
Ur. Longton u to local authorities acquiring market 
rights if any suoh exist P— Most nndonbtedly, and I go 
further thmi Air. Langton, and I think no other 
anthority but the local anthority should havo the power, 
because the looal authority are the representatives of 
the people, and if they do not do what is right the 
people uve the power to send them abont tbeir 
Dusiness at the next oleotion. Although no private 
pwon has control in Bray, there is a charter uy the 
Earl of Meath, who bought a weighing-machine for the 
toim, and the magistrases granted an order to the 
weigh-taaster who had licensed premises to open at 
4 o'clock in the morning, and on several occasions it 
was complained. The market originally was held at 
3 or 4 o’clock in the morning. Thw bought goods at 
3 o’clock, and went in on the goods train to Dublin, 
but from certain complaints mode to the Earl of Meath, 
be put up notices on two or tiiree occasions that the 
market should bo held at 7 o’clock, at a reasonable 
hour i but as long as this house was allowod to open 
si 4 o’clock in the morning people came in, and 1 


believe it was becanse that bonso was opened at 4 
o’clock the market was not held at 7. The other 
houses could not open nntil the market was over, aud 
shat was the great reaeou that impressed itself on the 
people that the market should bo held at 7 in the 
summer and 8 in the winter. These are the hours at 
present 

24,337, Are these the hoars fixed for the commence- 
ment of the market by the Iwelaws P — Yes. I do uot 
agree with Mr. Lougtou that Dublin is a bettor market. 
My idea is Bray is a better market, aud there is leas 
expense abtendi^ it. 

24.S38. Do yon think the prices they receive here are 
as good as in the Dublin market ? — think bettor, and 
the people iTho come here are free of expense. 

24,339. Leaving aside the expense, supposing they 
broughtcorn or other commodity or animals, do you think 
the prices obtained here, the actual price, would compare 
favourably with the iDublin market? — Undoubtedly, 
and then in addition the saving of the toansit. They 
got better prices on Saturday for oats than they gut in 
the com exdiange the following Tuesday. 
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MtHO. Whore do the bnyere come from ?— From 
Blacl^ok, Ballybrack, and the places in the county 
Wicklow. 

24,3il. Is much of the aurrounding conntiy in 
tillage ?— Within a few miles not very muoh, but on 
passing three or (onr miles it oi»ub up into Bmall 
farms. 

24.342. Ton would say the greater proportion of it 
is nnder tillage P— 'The most of the farms h\ the county 
Wicklow aro under tallage, and all small holdings. 

24.343. As yon have au experience of other markets, 
do you think that the esaction of a toll dotora people or 
nets in any way as a deterrent on iieople bringing in 
their commodities ? — I do not think so. 

24.344. They would not mind paying a toll at a 
market or fair if they ttionght they could efteet n ready 
sale and a good one of tliou’ oommodi^ P— I bolieve 
the majority of the people wonld not oljjcob, Imt there 
are people who object to ovorythiiig, but that might bo 
only one in 100. 

24.345. It is your opinion that if a toll was loyied a 
sufficient and adequate return should bo given in the 
way of accomm^tion and facilities for weighing P — 
Certainly ; and I believe as far as the faoilitiee for 
weighing are concerned the people of Bray aro well 
off, unt i know people find fault with the facilities in 
the market bouse. ^ fact the country people do not 
avail themselves of what is called the market houae 
at all. 

24.346. Bo yon consider the arrangements uusuit- 
The arrongementfi are not suitable for what 

they are intondodw. The stalls are not suitable. 

24.347. You would assign that as a reason for their 
not availing themselves of it P — would say that is 
probably the reason the stalls are nob lot. 


24i,348. Have you any other obeorvatiom to make?-. 
I would say on the (luostioii of hawkers my opinion ia 
tli.it for the purpose of collecting the tolls that eter? 
day should be market day, and that tlie country peo^ 
coming in and going round from house to hyuse should 
have their goods Htopiwd and miido pay a toll on them 

24,3-49. As a uiattor of fact arc not the tolls collected 
every diiyP— No, only weighing charges, except ou 
WoiliicwliWH anil SatuvdiiyR. Latcrly thero is a erwu 
number of pooiilo coming into Jli-uy ou Fridays, in fict 
more than ou Saturday monrmg, and go about from 
honso tiJ hoUHO and sell goods, and they depnve the 
commissionors of the tolls they liavo a right to pay 
becanso iny opiiiion is that wlioro tlicve is a well 
hiai'ket, and every faoililiy and a ready market, and 
whoro they ^ot tho host pricoH in li-olaud, I tlhiT' k 
the coiniaiSBionoi’s ought to bo mippovtod in overy 
possildfl way to koop that Rtato of things in existence. 

24,350. Yon would bo in favour of enforcing the bye. 
laws in that rospeetp — I wonld, certainly. These 
byolawH, I know of my own knowledge, were some 
years under cousiderntion boforo boiug finally passed. 
The Local Govornmont Board rnfused a groat many of 
thorn. Mr. Koogh, the solicitor, was strongly of 
opinion that ovory day slumld be constituted a market 
day for tho pui^usc of collecting tho toll, and if any 
change is made 1 think it ought to be infidn os regards 
tho parlies who wonld sanction tho byelaws. I thfat 
tho local men of tliotown, who understand the local 
wauts and give thoir tiiuo and trouble to mako byelaws 
suilablo for tho formers and i>cupIo coming into tic 
town, should bo tho people who would have tho matter 
in thoii* hands, and not liavo thoii' work go for nothing 
by tho Horatoh of a pou. 


Mr. MiiTHEW O’BnmE. Town Commiflaiouer. oxaminoiL 


24,351. Are you in trade in the town P— Yob, I am a 
victualler. 

24,852. Do you over attend any of the fairs here ? — 
Yes. 

24.353. Do you buy and sell at them P — I do nearly 
every fair day down at the fair. 

24.354. Have they got the system of luck-penny 
there?— That is a general thing. 

24.355. Is it always given in every transaction F — 
Yes, at the fairs. 

24.356. Thero is no rale regulating the amount? — 
No. 

24.357. It is always left to the disposition of the 
seller? — Yes. It is often part of the bargain at the 
some time. 

24.358. Then in fixing the price the seller considera 
the luck-penny he will give the buyer P — The price is 
fixed and the lack-penny is optional. 

24.359. When fixing the price does he over put on 
the price ho is asking for the auimivl the amount of the 
lack-penny ho ia disposed to give? — ^No. They buy 
the animal as cheap as they can, aad get as much luck- 
penny as they can. 

24.360. Have they got any fixed amount for that 
luck-penny on pigs ?— i ea. They stop 6d. a pig ; that 
is the mle. 

2-4,361. Irrespective of the value or size of tho pig ?. 

Tes. I may remark that several years ago they used 
to try pigs for measles. They did away wlto that, and 
now they stop 6iZ. for overy pig. 

24.362. What was that practice P— To try tho pigs for 
measles and out them in the price. 

24.363. Formerly, after fixing the price they snbse- 
qnently cat it down P— Yes, but instead of that now 
they atop 6(7. for every pig sold. 

24.364. Is it stopped by the buyer ont of the price ? 

Yes. 

24.365. On Mttle it is not P— No. It is optional 
about the cattle, Imt it is an eBtablished rule with 
regard to the pigs. 

24.366. Have you any suggestions to make as to 
what yon think would tend to tJm batter working of the 
fairs and markets in Bray P— Mr. Oofley said all I 


could say or havo to say. I know it is very hard to 
atop tho pooplo coming any day, and I roally thinV it 
is to ovado paying tho tolls, 

2-li,367. Do you think tho toll deters them onmarkeli 
day from coming in and disposing of their conuuo- 
ditioaP — ^Ib him somothing to do with it. It ia very 
hnvd to got them to woigh. They aro satisfied to pay 
a toll. Some of them would lose the sale of a load of 
oats for the reason thar, they would not have good 
weight. 

24.368. Do nofehuyera buy after ifs being weighed? 
— They do ; they take tiioir words. 

24.369. Would not tho proper oonrso bo to induce 
the huyetrs not to bur until they (tho sellers) bad o 
ticket denoting the weight ? — ^That would bo the proper 
way to cany it out. About tho hawking I may aay 
thiw come in hwo on special days to ovado the tolls, 
and they go about the sti'cete and about tho honscs, oud 
I think lb is injurious to tho rutepaycra. I am sure 
it is. 

24.370. If ciommisHionors have power to restrain tbst 
in thoir byelaws, and why do not they enforce that. Is 
thero a division of public opinion in tiic town?— Ido 
not think wo havo tliu iiowiw. 

24.371. {Tho Oummwimior io Mr. Lirnjiow.) In tho 
original framing of tlio byolawa had yon such a pro- 
vision? — In 1885, wIk'u drafting them, it was iusisted 
by Mr. Oroagli, a iiiombor of tlio Board, that wo would 

0] )0n the tlio market to stoii hawking, or pooplo scUmg 
any day as wolf as market day. I do not think it is 
exactly to avoid paying tolls they come and soil and 
hawk about. A lot of linxtoi'B who como here gethigber 
prices than oven tho shopkoopoi’s got. It wonld be 
very hard to copo wtlx anything like that, hut it wonld 

1) 0 very desirablo that tho local police shonld asms* the 
local anthovlties in keeping order like that. We should 
keep a stafl' of men on tho dillcrcnb roads coming into 
the town, and it would ho very desirable to get the 
assistance of llui police to cany ont tho laws. 

2-t,372. Ai'O these liawkors iiihabilimta of thi townP-- 
Someol’Uio town commissionei's woiu of opinion tbw 
some six or eight fivmilioH who live in 1ho towushu* 
pay rates, and live by buying or selling vegetables, tw 
it would not bu well to intorforo with them, but tns| 
they should lio lioimsod, and as the parties dropped out 
the licenses should lapse, nnd we would not have in 
that way nuy vested right. "Vi^at the shopkeeper 
object to is pooplo coming in and buying from smab 
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neighboars, butfcor, eggs, mid potatoes, and going about 
selling to private people who do not contributo any 
wivy to the township. The local authority have to keep 
all the roads in repair, and wlioii wo luueod the town 
hall, the Enrl of Pombroko gave n ])ioco of ground for a 
hay and straw market for 151. a year by lease. If ttot 
ivas enclosed and nsed os a hay and straw market ho 
would remit tho rent. The town commissioners had 
to enclose it and buy out tho tonaut right of a little 
cottage on it. 


of 1^0 15i. a year been 
emitted P— Wo have not payed it since wc got possession 
two years ago. 

2i,374. Examination of Mr. O’Bynie resumed : 


^,375. You think that before any commodities are 
tawn out of tho market that they shonld be all weighed P 


2*1,376. Is there any other gentleman who has any 
observataons to make or evidence to give P— No onswoiC 


Tho inquiry then terminated. 


WICKLOW. 


"With reference to my inquiry in "Wicklow on the 30th day of November 1888, 1 beg 
to report as follows : — 

Wicklow is the assize town of the county of Wicklow. It is situated on the estuary 
of the river Vartiy and in a sheltered bay, but withal, the coasting dr fishing trade is 
very small. The principal trade is in agi’icultural produce and in the exportation of the 
ores which arc raised in the various mines of the district. The town is neat and kept 
in good order. It is a station on the Dublin, Wioklow, and Wexford Railway line. 
Tbe local govei’nment is vested in town commissionei’s, and the population is 3,391. 

The market day is Wednesday. The fail's are held on the last Tuesday of each 
month. An annual horse fair is held on the 12th August. The markets and fairs are 
toll free, but at tho former weighing charges are levied. 

The market rights are the property of the town commissiouei’s. There is no schedule 
of the weighing charges erected. 

There does not seem to have been any patent granted for tbe markets and fairs in 
"Wicklow. 

The markets were only established two yeara ago, and the present fail’s were 
established about 18 years ago ; previous to which, four fairs were held, viz. : — 
28th March, 24th May, 12th August, and 25th Novemljer, which was established about 
forty years ago. 

In accordance with my instructions, I inspected the fair and market places. 

The fairs are held in an unenclosed triangular space near the court house. Portion 
of this space is a commonage fiinged by the public roads, and on this commonage and 
the roads tho fairs are held. There is no accommodation of any kind provided there, 
except sheep pens, which are erected on fair days along the public thoroughfare. 
The pig fair is held on the market square. 

The markets, which are very small, are held in a large house erected for the purpose, 
and also on the public square outside, which is a large opeu space. Scales are provided 
there. The bidding is lofty and slated, but too small to accommodate ^1 those 
frequenting the towns for market pui-poses. 

There is no resti’iotion on the sale of marketable commodities elsewhere than in the 
market buildings, and consequently the producers are fi'ee to sell where they please. 
An opinion was expressed that the levying of tolls at either the markets or fail’s would 
have an injurious effect on their development. 

At the termination of the inquiry I received evidence relating to the fairs at 
Ronndwood. 

Appended will be found a teanscript of the evidence taken at the inquiry, 

JOHN J, O'MEARA, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Assistant Commissioner. 

Dublin. 
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Wicklow, 30th December 1888. 

Mr. Jons Town Olerk, examinod. 


24,377. You aro the town clwk of Wicklow P— Yes. 
•24,378. When were the oomxmBBionera eatabliBhed 
here ?— i am not able to inform you. 

24 379. They are the owners of any market rights 
that’ eri«t in Wicklow P— They hare been in my 

•jime. T , . 1 . 1 . 

2-4,380. They are at present ?— They are. I think the 
lown commissiouera were escabliahod on the pasaing 
of the Act of the ninth of George tho Fourth. Iho 
powers of the old corporation were handed over to the 
town oommissionera on that day; I think it wna in 
1832. ^ „ 

2-l,381. Wliat is the market day here P— Every 
Wednesday. 

24,382. There is no other of tho week sot oft' for 
the disposal of any particular commodities ?— No. 

24 383. What fairs are held here ?— I think 
Mr. Chapman would be the beat to give you that 
iut'oriniition. The fairs ai-e held on the last Tuesday 
iu eveiT month and the great annual horse fair is held 
on the 12th Angust. There are four other horse fairs 
held quarterly, on the same day as the cattle fah-s, that 
is the last Tuesday of the quarter. 

24.384. How long have you known these monthly 
fairs to bo established P— The first fairs are upwards of 
forty years. 

24.385. Were these fairs on specified dates previous 
to the monthly fairs ? — There were four fairs, one in 
March, ouo in June, one in October, and another in 
Decemlier I think. 

24,886. You could not give the dates of themP — I 
heard the dates used to vary. 

24.387. Were they all on feast days P — ^No. 

24.388. When were they extinguished P — About 
eighteen years ego. 

24,369. And then the monthly fairs were established P 
— Yes. 

24.390. By whom ? — By Mr. Chapman at a meeting 
of the town commissioners and traders of tho town. 

24.391. There was no express authority given for 
them, no charter or patent P — No. 

24.392. Are tolls levied at these fairs P — ^No. 

24.393. They tuts toll free ?— Yes. 

24,393a. Where are they held P — On the Barrack 
green. 

24.394. la that green utilised for fair purposes onlyP 
— That is alL 

24,393. Is it enclosed P — ^No ; it is an open apace. 

24.396. Is it a common ? — It is not a oommou. It is 
the town commissioners’ property and the difl’orent 
roads coming into it. 

24.397. How long have the fairs been held iti that 

fair green. Were the old fairs held on it ? No. 

They huvo been held there about five-nnd-thirty 
years. 

24.398. lYbere were they held previous to being 
removed to that fair green ? — Tho first fair ever es- 
tablished was held forty years ago on the Mnrrow, 
and one old man come and on old cow that had only 
one born. At that time there was only one liouso on 
the Muitdw lit tl»e other side of tho river, and that ima 
the site of the first fail-. 

24', 399. Were any fairs ever held on the streets of 
the town ? — Yes, on the main street and Bridge 
Street. 

24.400. You say alwut 25 years ago they wore 
removed to the present green ? — Yes. 

24.401. How was the green utilised previous to the 
removal of the fairs there P— It was an open space freo 
to everyone. The town belongs to the commissioners, 
and there is an estate of about a mile around the town 
which is corporate property. 

■'’4,402. Is this green portion of the corporate 
property ? — Yes. 

24,403. What charges are levied at the markets P— 
The market is only recently opened on this ocCMion. 
They tried to establish it for a long time, but it always 
failed. ^ 


24.404. Did tho oommisaionors previous to tho period 
you have meutionod oxorciso any control over it?~ 
They did. There had boon no market for 40 years 
until two ycam ago. About 1846 or 1847 It failed, I 
heard somo person say, and thou there wna no attempt 
to establish a market until tliroo yuava, when tte 
attempt was also abortive ; but lust year the business 
people of tbo town met and eslnlilislicd what is a 
thriving morkot now. 

24.405. Tho commissiuners hnvo immediate control 
of that market? — Thoy have. 

24.406. During that period they have not sub-let it 
at oJl ?— No. 

24.407. Ai'o clmrgos levied at it P — ^Yoe. 

24.408. Wbat aro the charges P—Tlio charges for 
weighing coni raid potuiocM per barrel, one penny. 
Tlie commiasionorB have thought itwell not to levy any 
high cliarges. 

24.409. Are Ihoso tho only chiirgos levied at the 
market P — ^'I'lint is all, with the object of fostering the 
market. Tlio charges are for weighing jiotatoes and 
com per barrel and a cool or tub of batter one penny ; 
twopence a pack I'or wool, and sixpence for a large 
pack ; botli cnargos to bo paid by tho seller. 

24.410. Who have you engaged to care tbo market, 
or have you a weigh-mastcr P — Wo liavo. 

24.411. What is bis iiranu P — ^Andrew Kirwau. 

24.412. Do you uvor soo him weigliiug there?— I 
euperinteud tho weighing. 

24.413. Now what mai-kot hiiiUlings have you 
for those markets P — There is a s])ociouB enclosed 
building. 

24,tl4. Do thoy cxjioso their commodities for sale 
in tliat building os well as weigh there ? — They do ; 
some commodities suoh as butter, fowl, and eggs. 

24.415. Mention to me tho dili'creut marketable 
commodities brought to tho mai'kctP — Com, potatoes, 
butter, turnips, eggs, fowl of all description, hon^, 
dowers and game. 

24.416. Is hay brought? — No hay or sttaw. Fruit 
comes in. 

24.417. Are vegotablos brought P — Yes, vegetables of 
all kinds. 

24', 418. Aro pigs ever bi-ouglit on market days P— No, 
but oolvos aro. 

24.419. Is milk P-— It was brought on ouo occasioa, 
but I have not scon it sinoc. 

24. 420. These commoditios you have mentioned aro 
brought on Wednesday P — Yos. 

24.421. Ai'o they nil brought to tliia market 
building P— Tho most of them. Tlic eggs, fowl, 
vegetables, and things iiibido and tlic potatoes and 
calves out on tho inarkot squnro. 

24.422. Tliere is no covoroil shelter for those 
commoditios P — No ; I must romiu'k that tlie milk is 
never sold in the market phico. It is sold about the 
town ; tbo chums oi'u liawkod about. 

24.423. W’bat days P — Every day of tho week. 

24.424. Do any of these other cumiuoditics comem 
any day of tho week but Weihiesdivy ? — I believe they 
do, but 1 run not able to state. 

24.425. But they do not avail thouiBelvoB of the 
market house any day of tho week hut Wednesday ?— 
They con avtdl thomflolvra any day they wiuit to wei^ 
wool. 

24.426. But I moau for tho exiinsnro of mai'kotshle 
commudities for sale ? — Literally speaking they d® 
not oomo except on Wednesday. 

2*4, 427. Supposing thoy bring in soino corn, do yoa 
collect tho cliai'gcs, ond aro you yourself immediately 
acquainted with tho working of tho luarkotP — Yes, I 
thinl{ I am. 

24.428. Supposing thoy bring iu corn there, and 
expose it for solo iu the mrurket and sell, but do not 
weigh it, do you levy any ohorgo P — No. 

24.429. Only when they weigh P — Yes, I have 
endeavoui'ed to do so. 
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•24,430- Although tbov have availed themsolves of 
the market place, and efrect a sale, you -would not levy 
n charge except they weighed?— No. 

Do the same remarks apply to potatoes ?— 

Yes. 

‘24,432- Do they expose them for sole is the market 
place ?— They do. 

24,-43S. No charge is payable nnless they -weigh P— 

JTo charge. 

24.434. Do the same remarks apply to butter? — 
Precisely. 

24.435. -Asd to wool ?— Tee. 

24.436. Have yon any stallage charges at all there? 
—No. 

24.437. Nothing but the weighing charges ? — No. 

24.438. They are free to como and go ? — Yes. 

24.439. Aud utilise the market? — ^Tes, there are 
large tables there for the use of people selling goods. 

24.440. Are these oommoditios sold before they ore 
weighed ?— Yes, in the majority of cases. 

24.441. In what cases do they aotually weigh before 
they sell ? — Well only in mi odd cose where one or the 
other party goes bock of the bargain. 

24.442. In a case like that if they -weigh you levy the 
charge, and then you generally consider whether they 
subsequentiy sell or not ? — ^Yea, I levy the charge. 

24,448. I suppose you have got a ticket to give 
denoting the -weight ? — give a docket for all parties. 

24.444. In return for that docket you receive your 
charge ? — Yes, whatever the charge is. 

24.445. When weighing corn, do you actually ascer- 
tain the tare of the sock? — ^No, not always, but in 
some cases. 

24.446. I suppose in case of dispute between the 
Layer and seller r — ^Tes. 

24.447. What is the estimated taro of the sack of 
corn P — ^Between five and seven pounds. Some wonld 
bo satisfied with four pounds. 

24.448. now would you know what to allow. Would 
you estimate according to the size of the sack or the 
state of the weather P — We have always left that between 
the buyer and the seller. 

24.449. Do you ever put the estimated tare on the 
ticket ? — ^Yes, as directed by the buyer and seller. 

24.450. It is what they agree to between tiiemselvos 
you put on the ticket ? — Yes. 

24.451. Supposing there was a case of a little incom* 
patibility of temper and they conld not agree, have 
yon to act os umpire between them P — Sometimes. 

'24,452. How would yon estimate the weight of a sack 
of corn ? — I would not have any set rule, but do the 
thing to the best of my ability. 

24,453- When weighing corn what is the lowest 
wi-ight you use, or do you weigh down to odd pounds. 
Do you weigh down to a pound? — Wo. do always. I 
iilways weigh what is in the sack. 

2i,454. Do yon weigh under a pound? — No. 

24, -WS. When weighing do you give a cast of the 
ijcaiB P— I make no allo-wauce. 

24.456. Then you weigh by standing beam ? — ^Tes. 

21.457. Is the tare of the sock the only deduotion 
from the gross weight P — That is all. 

24.458. There is nothing allowed for beamago or the 
Lad state of the commodity P — No. 

24.459. That is a matter between buyer and seilcr ^ — 
Yes. 

24.460. When weighing potatoes do yon always 
weigh the empty sack or estimate the tare? — In t^t 
rase thci-e is very little difficulty in the buyer obtaining 
seven pounds for the sack. 

34.461. Is that the only deduction ? — That is all. 

24.462. Do you ever weigh the empty sack of 
potatoes ?— No. 

24.463. Would that allowance or deduction bo the 
on M extremely fine day os on a wet duy when 

the sack is completely saturated -with wet P — No. 

24.484. What is the actual practice P — That is a 
Matter between buyer and seller. 

I SOTSS. 
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24,465. Have yon known them to allow an extra 
deduotion on a wet day if the sack were completely 
satur ted with wet ? — I have not known it, but I heard 
talk about it. 

24 466 Hare you ever known any larger deduction 
than seven pounds for the empty sock P — 1 have in some 
oases. 

24.467. What -was the deductionp — It wonld be a 
matter between the buyer and seller. 

24.468. What was the deduotion? — An odd four 
pounds. Supposing it was a barrel and four nounds, 
they wonld allow so much for the sack and tbo four 
pounds as well. 

24.469. Do you ever weigh under four pounds ? — Wo 
always weigh to the pound- 

24.470. In potatoes os well as corn P — Yes. We 
make no deduction until directed by i<he buyer and 
seller. 

24.471. Is the butter always bronght in firkins or only 
in cools ? — In cools, roUs, and lumps. 

24.472. Supposing they bring a cool, do you turn It 
out of the cool P — Yes. 

24.473. Always P — Always when weighing. 

24.474. Down to what weight do yon weigh the 
butter P — We weigh it -to a quarter of a pound. 

24.475. Do yon weigh under a quarter of a pouud?— . 
Yes, to the ounces. 

24.476. Have you any deduotion from the weight? — 
That is left between the buyer and seller. There is no 
beamage in anything. 

24.477. Who tests the batter, or is that a matter left 
to the experience of the buyer P — ^Tes. 

24.478. Do you keep uny record of all the ortioles 
brrmgbt in P — do. 

24.479. Have yon got any return of them here P — 1 
have not. 

24.480. Is there any great quantity of butter brought 
here P — X think there vraa twenty cools lost week. 

24.481 . What is the lowest weight yon weigh the 
wool down to ? — We weigh wool t'< the pound, but it 
is very seldom we get an opportunily of weighing 
wool. 

24.482. Do not yon weigh under a pound P — We weigh 
to the very ounces. 

24.483. Ts that customary P — Yes, In all wool 
trausactions. The principal wool buyer's store is at 
the other end of the town, and they weigh there whnt 
he buys. When we weigh we weigh it exact. 

24.484. When the buyer weighs you have no power 
to charge? — ^No, and that is just what wo -want to 
know. 

24.485. What exjjcnse are yoc at in connexiun with 
the market? — We pay 5«. a week to a porter and the 
weigb-master between them, and 1 receive Gl. os 
baperintendent. 

'24,486. Have ynu any other expense ? — ^Nothing 
■ beyond advertising. 

24.487. What would, the avci'j^e be ? — It is very 
trifiiog. 

24.488. Have you got the receipts ? — The receipts 
you might put down this year at 9f. 7i. or 9?. lOs. 

24.489. The total receipts ? — ^Yes. 

24.490. What were they last year?— 21. lls. lid. 

24.491. Do you consider there is a prospect of their 
inci'easingP— I do at that rate. 

24.492. You are practically only fostering the. 
markets now P— That is all. 

24.493. Wliai is the nearest market town to Wirk- 
low ? — Hathdrum. 

24.494. Is there much of the surruunding country iu 
tillage? — I think there Lfl more than the average; more 
than you would meet in other parts. 

24.495. Where do the marketable commodities go 
to ?— This is the best market iu the county. 

24.496. And the receipts are only 9L. for the year ? — 
We never ask the people to -weigh unless they -vvieh 
themselves. The meaniug of the receipts Ijc-mg so 
small you can judge hy the scale of charges. 
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24.497. Do much of the marketable commodities in 
the country districts around come to Wicklow P— les, 
the principal portion of them. It is a very odd ono 
sends to Dublin. 

24.498. Supposing it was required from the town, 
commissioners to make a periodical retui’ji of _ the 
quantity of the different marketable commodities 
brought to the town of Wicklow, mid their average 
prices, do you think it would be possible to make such 
a return P— It would be difficult 1 think, as the majority 
of the produce brought here is sold in the open square, 
and of course there might he a great deal of produce 
coming in ffirectly to the buyers in the town. I'or 
instance, during July hay came to the houses by the ton 
and delivered to the purohasors there. 

24.499. At any rate do you think you could give an 
accurate return of the current prices of the commo- 
-dities ?— Yes. 

24.500. That information would have to l>e derived 
from the buyers and sellera.P — ^Anything that I, weigh 
I know the exact pi'ice of it. 

24.501. Do you make up the ticket for the people P — 
Yes, and more than that, I send a market note every 
week to the papers. 

24,602. In that note do you state the actual prices or 
is -anything put on to show you have a good market P — 
No. 

24,503. Practically it is a return of the current prices 
obtained here ? — Yes ; of coui'se there would be a 
difficulty in obtaining the quantity, as it docs not all 
pass through the market. It is the opinion of the 
commissioners generally that they will put a toll on 
everything coming into the market after some timn j 
that is on market and fair days. 

24', 504. Yon have no receipts at all from the fairs 
No. 

24.505. What description of animals come ? — Hr. 
Chapman knows more Aout that than I do. 

24.506. Have you any rules in the market restraining 
the sale of commodities or restricting them to tho 
market square ? — ^None in force. 


24.507. Tho fiirmorH can go whoro they please to dis. 

poso of thorn P — •Tub. . 

24.508. You liiivo no rnlo rogulabing tho salo thi-ouch 

brokora or agents ? — No. “ 

24.509. PraoticnJly you havo no rules or vogulatiouBP 
— No. 

24.510. Havo yon got a wuigh-bridgo here P— No 
uolhiiig boyoiul Uio ordinary boam and scales. That is 

a thing wo want liiidly. 

24.511. What dntios d» the comuiissioucrs i>ci'form? 
— Xiightiug and cleansing. 

24.512. Do yon i)iwo tho town P — ^No.- 

24,613. Who avo tlio sanitary .authority P— The board 

of guardians. 

The following Is a copy of a siotipo posted up iu the 
mai'kot place : — 


Notice. 

The llarkot Ooinmittoo,’ hoping for the generous 
support of tho pnblic to mako tho market a success 

roqujro tho following rnloa to bo obsetTod : ’ 

• 1st. All persons to keep silont and not interfere with 
the woigb-mastor. 

2nd. Smoking and sitting on tho tables prohihitod 
during markot hours. • ' 

3rd. All the (ifTioials Jire diatingni'slied by a band with 
the words "Wicklow Markot,” and avo paid to 
assist. No other [lovsons Siliowod to intorfore. 


Ohar^oifor Wtdijliiuf}. 

d. 

Cora and iratatooB, per barrel - 1 
Cool or tul; butter - - - 2 

Bag wool - . -6 

Tho above charges arc to bo paid by sollor. No othor 
charge nor gratuity. 


Ml*. John Chamian examined. 


24.514. What descriptions of animals are brought to 
the fairap— Aliaoi-ts of cattle, sheep and pigs to the 
cattle fairs j to the horse fans, hoi-ses as well as cattle, 
except the annual horse f ail*, when no cattle are brought. 

24.515. When was the horse fair established P— I 
established it myself by the circular (prodtieed) which 
showed it was established about 1852. 

24.516. Ai'e the horses exposed for sale and sold on 
this fair green ? — ^No. 

24.517. Where are they sold P — On the Murrow. 

24.518. Where is that situated?— Between the sea 
and the lake. 

24.519. Is it convenient to the buBiuess portion of the 
town ? — Yes. 

24.520. Is the cattle fair gi’con in the immediate 

ppoiimity of the town p — Itisiusb next to whore you are 
sitting. *' 

^,521. Cattle and sheep are sold iu that fair green P 
— Yes, and the pigs here in the square. 

24.52*2. Is this place outside the courthouse what you 
call the square P— Yes. and the fair green is a hnni-ed 
yards from it. 

24,528. This squai’e is portion of tho public thoi-ouch- 
fnre ? — Yes. ® 

24.524. Do they ever go down to tho streets adjacent 
to the square P — ^No. 

24.525. They ai*e confined to the square ?~Yes. ' 

24.526. Were tolls ever levied at any of these fairs 
whethOT the pig fairs or others P— Nevoi* at any of them. 
Instead of that we give considerable encouvagomentr 
to the Mople by making pens to bring the sheep to, 
and we havo succeeded very woll. 

24.527. There are sheep pens in this fair green P— 

1 here are. There are sheep ijens, but they are not up 
.aow. ^ 

24.528. There is none of them here fixed P— No. 


24.529. There is no sholter accommodation in that fair 
green ? — None. 

24.530. Have you hoard or do you consider yourself 
from your oxperioiioe that this market place affords 
Bufficiont accommodation for the agricultural produce 
brought boi*o to Wicklow P — I tliink it does. 

24,631. Havo you over heard tho statomeut that it 
was not ?— No, 1 have iiovoi* hoard any complaints in 
that way. 

24.532. Does this fair green afford ample space for 
the disposal of tho commodities P — It does. 

24.533. How is it utilisod bofcwoen fairs P — Loft open 
and not used for anything. Tho commiasionerB would 
notallowit to bo iisod for anything olso. 

24.534. Do they utilise it thomsolvos in any way ?— 
No. 

24', 535. Ai'o you iu trade in tho town? — ^No, I am not 
in any trade. 

24.536. Havo you formed any ideas upon the ley)’ing 
of a toll at fairs. Do you think if a toll were levied at 
fairs that it would act in any way as a deterrent on 
people bringing iu their stock and cxiiosiiig them for 
salo p — I think tolls ai*o unjust to the foil* and ought not 
to_ be levied. I do not think tho commissioners would 
irisb to do such a thing. 'Wiat they wont is to biiug 
business to tho town, and, not mnko money out of the 
fairs. 

24.537. It is a general question and apart altogether 
from Wicklow in particular. Havo you any expenence 
of fairs other than thoso hold in WioWowP — ^Yes. 

24.538. If tolls are levied at these fairs do yon thinh 
it deters farmers bringing iu their stock iu 
numbers P — I think it would have an iu,iurious effect. 

24.539. Do you think if' tolls were abolished or a 
radical change made it- would tend to improve the 
. fairs P — I do think it would have an effect on the seH^s. 
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2i,5+0. 'WU&fc 'is the noaroat fair to Wictlow wbere 
fniis Bve levied P — Bouiulwood aud Aaliford, three miles 
iiway, find one at Oroauloo, three and a half miles away. 
Tolls were charged there, and I think they had the effect 
of djing away with the lairs. However, Wicklow took 
the iinsine'is ii’om them, bat 1 think the tolls bad the 
effect of injuring them too. 

24,541- Do yon ever hear any complaints of any 
confnsion or wont of regularity at these fairs in 
Wicklow? — No, and at the horse fair wo got a leaf put 
up fur the hoi'scs to be shown and a place for galloping 
the horses. 

24.542. Would you call the fairs here good fail’s P — I 
call them good fairs. 

24.543. You could not give any approximate idea of 
the numhor of cattle brought in ?— No, I could not. 

•24,544. Or of the horses brought to the horse fair ?— 
No. 

24,545. Is the annual horse fair the best P — It is the 
l>est in the county. There are not many better in 
Ireland. 

24,54C. From what districts do the buyers comeP — 
From Euglaud and all parts of Ii-cland aud Scotland, 
and everywhere. 


24.547. From what districts do they bring their cattle 
and other stock ? — Prom the whole of the county 
Wicklow, the whole of the connty Wexford, and part of 
the county Carlow. 

24.548. And the cuttle ?— From the greater part of the 
county Wicklow, and one-half of the county Wexford— 
the lower half. 

24.549. Within what limits are the marketable com- 
modities brought P — Ten miles. 

24.550. Have you ever heard objections to this pig 
fair being held on the public thoroughfare, the market 
squoi'o P— I did uot. 

24,5-51. Or of the markets being held there? — No, 
the whole anxiety of the people was to get them held 
there and not let them be nela anywhere else. 

24.552. Does not the fact of the markets being held 
there ocoasion much filth aud dirt P— The commissioners 
got the streets cleaned np every day, and when the fair 
IS over they get everything cleaned up the same day. 

24.553. Is there auy obstractlou caused to the public 
thoroughfare P — None ; the commissioners have men to 
keep the thoroughfare clear. I was a town com- 
missioner at the of establishing the fairs. The 
commissioners paid the cost of notices and circulars. 
I brought all out for upwards of forty years. Of late 
I am agent to the town cummissiouers. 


Mr. Miciiabl Eooket examiued. 


24.554. You heard the question I asked Ui’. Chapman. 
Do the farmers, as a rule, think that the levying of a 
toll or charge at a fair or market has a detci'ieut eff'ect 
oa them in bringing in their agrioultunil produce to 
the market or stock to the fan- P — I think it would. 

24.555. Have yon any experience of fairs or markets 
where tolls were levied? — Yes. I do not know any 
country place whore tolls would have auy eff'eob, hut 
they would here. 

24.556. Ip districts yop call country distriota, the 
farmers would have no objection to pay a charge or toll 
if they tb<^ht thev could effect a ready sale in the 
market? — Welli I do not think they would. If they 
thought they could benofili in the price, I do not think 
they would have any objection to pay the tolls. 

24.557. Have you had any conversations with other 
farmers on the aubjeot of the inquiry ? — 7ea. They 
think there is very bad accommodation for fairs here. 

*24,558. In what way P — There is no space there bnt 
the public road. 

24,559. You take exception to the statement of 
Ui-. Ohapmon, that this fair green affords snfficient 
space P — 1 diflor with him in that. TTie space of the 
fair green is not much more than the sise of this 
room. 

24,660. What would you say is the extent of it? — I 
do not say it is fifteen perches, and the police could come 
and remove us off the road at any time. 

24.561. Do the limits of the fair green necessitate the 
exposure of the stock on the public roadP — Yes, the 
greater part of them are on the road. 

24.562. Is this the fair green referred to by Mr. 
tlhapman? — ^Yes. 

24.563. Mr. Chapman (witerjiosrny). There are four 
roads leading into it, and these are very wide roods, and 
they are used for some cattle aud sheep, but there is no 
traffic on them to be interrupted by the cattle standing 


there, and there could not he a more convenient place 
forthem to stand. There are walls at both sides, aud 
the sheep pens are put up against the walls and nothing 
could be more convenient. The accommodation is 
hotter than any I know, unless there was a regular 
field got, and tuon a field could not give such accommo- 
dation as this fair green with the imds attached to it. 
It is not a huudi'ed yoi'ds from here, and there is 
certainly above nn acre of ground in it. There are five 
or six ivays of getting into it. 

ICxamiimtion of Mr. Boonsi resumed. 

24,56-i. Where do you think the fiamors would prefer 
to 8^ Thdx stock, or would they rather a fair green 
where there would be ample accommodation afid 
sufficient shelter from the public streets P — think they 
would. 

24.565. You think, then, that a farmer would not 
object to pay a toll if ho got a sufficient return for it ? — 
If sold in a fair green they would have no oi^eotion to 
pay (he tolls, but they could not collect toUs ofiT the 
public road. 

24,666. Would you think it wonld work better if the 
sale of all agi'icnltural produce was coufined to the 
market builSngs P — I think it would be the proper 
place. It would be proper to have everything m one 
place. 

24,567. Is the market building bei’o any distance 
from the market place ? — No ; it is quite convenient 
to it. 

24.566. Is that the largo building opposite the court 
house? — Yes. 

'24,569. Is one of the reasons for coming out on the 
market square because the market building would uot 
afford rodent space and accommodation P — X think so. 
All the com is sold in the street. 


Mr. Peter O'I 

24,670. Are there any means of weighing a load of 
any commodity in "WicltiowP — ^There is no public 
weighing machine: bat there are two or three private 
luaohines. 

24.571. Do these private individuals woigh for the 
public ?— Yes, if they pay them. 

24.572. What is the charge P — Twopence u load. 

. ^8 that irrespective of the commodity on the 

mdP — It does not matter. Hay or anything else is 
twopence a ton. Some of them weigh for nothing. 

24,574. Does It make any difference whether it is a 
dorse load or a donkey load? — ^No ^fference. There is 
one remark I would like to make about the tolls. There 
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asH examined. 

wore two fairs about three miles from the town, and 
they charged tolls there, and there are no furs there at 
present. I do believe the tolls charged there had a 
great effect in doing away with them. 

24.575. Do’you thinlc the farmers would prefer to come 
to Wicklow to di^osQ of their stock tlmu to go to 
OroanloeP — They do, and the two fairs that were held 
there axe done away witii. It happened that the fairs 
were held on one day, bnt if there was no fair held here 
on the same day they would come into Wicklow. 

24.576. Was that in consequence of the cha rge, or did 
they consider they would have abetter fair in mcklow P 
— ^I think the railway coming to the town afl’eotedthem 
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also, because it is more cjonTenienb for tho buyers 
to come here in the tirain, bub I do believe the tolls 
assisted the train in doing away with these fairs. 

24,ii77. Have you hoard complaints by tho buyora of 
the istance of the fab green from the railway station? 
— ITevet, on account of the convenience of the roads 
leading into tho fab green. People from the different 
disti-icts dnre the cattle there from all sides, and it is 
an open space and very convenient for them to drive 
the cattle any road they wish to take. 

‘24,578. Is not there a lot of them hrought by rail P — 
Horses might be bronght, and some cattle and sheep, 
but very little. 

24r,579. Yer)’ few dealers come hereP — Yes, numbers 
of them ; but they come to buy. 

24,-530. Whon they come to buy do not they take a lot 
of then .away P— Certainly. 

24,561. Have they ever made complaints of the situ- 
ation of tho fab gi'oen and its (^stance from theiuilway 
station ?— Never ; it could scarcely be more convenient. 
Thei'3 is hardly n fab in the county ns convenient to 
tho railway station. The goods station is near the 
Morrow. 

24,583. Have yon bought yourself at any of the 
fairs?— Tes. 

24.583. Have they got the system of lack-penny?— 
They have in all cases. 

24.584. On cattle is there any rule regulating the 
value of the luck-penny P — None whatever. It all 
depends ou the men who sell. One man may give a 
shilling and another five shillings. 

24.585. It is all left to the disposition of the seller P 
-Yes. 

24.586. Is that luck-penny given with cattle and 
sheep sold P — ^Yes. 

24.587. Is there any fised rata for the luck-penny on 
pigs ?— There is sixpence. Some give threepence and 
others a shilling. 

24.588. In the case of cattle the contract price is 
paid, and then the seller will give the luck-penny he is 
disposed to give, but in pigs the value of the luck is 
deducted from the contract price P — ery often it is, 
but very often the pig-buyers wheu paj’iug for tho 
pi^ say, What will yon allow me for luck P and in some 
cases they deduct a shilling or two shillings, and the 
seller would consent to it before he stopped it. 

24.589. Yon do not know what that luck-penny on 
pigs is equivalent for P — It is the custom I think. 

24.500. Did you ever bear what gave rise to it? — 1 
BupptMc it is b^'oud recollection. 

24.501. Have they auy system of trating the pigs or 
mcesle money here?— Not for 20 years. There need 
to be men at the fairs to toss up the pigs for measles, 
but that is done away with. 

24.502. Do you think the stopj^g of the sixpence 
has any connexiou with that P — Not a ba*porth. It is 
the enstom to give it for luck, and the buyers feel they 
sUuulil get ii. 

'24,',9!i. Du yon think the seller considers the valuo 
of the luck -penny he has to give when nacertaining the 
price of the animal P — He does not. 

21594. Ho does not put it on tho price of the 
animal? — No. 

24,59a. Then the seller receives the actual price 
less the value of the luok-pcnny he gives ? — Yes, 1 saw 
a person selling a cow to give a half-crown luck, but 
that is no criterion. It all depends on a man's 
disiior^ition. If he met an off-hand buyer he would 
give him a shilling or Gve shillings. 


24,506. Have you formed any ideas as to tha 
necessity of confining tho salo of laarketoblo com- 
modities to an enclosed spaco or partionlar spot?— 

I do believe it is tho proper thing to have^^every 
commodity sold in ono place, and as much os possible 
consolidate all the business together. 

24.597. Are any of the oommoditicH brought rouad 
the town with thy exception of milk? — Yes, cabbage 
and potatoes, and wool. Thoso are tho people who boy 
and go round to tho doors to rc-Holl tho commoditiia. 
The wool and milk are the prineipul things sold 
ontsiiic the market place. 

24.598. Thoso hawkers nro not licensed P — No. 

24.599. Is fish brought hero P — We catch fish here. 

24.600. Is not it exposed for sale in tlio market 
square P — It is taken in baskets around the towu, 

24.601. Are you in tnulo in tho tuwnP — ^Yos. 

24.602. You export a good dual of fishP — Y ds; a 
large catch of fish is sent away. 

24.603. Does Mr. llaydon weigh auy fish ? — ^No; it 
is generally in a business liouao wo weigh sjilmon, and 
they do not obargo anything. 

24.604. I take it they would approve of a public “nfl fi 
being erected boro P — Yos. 

24.605. Have you over board of any inaccuracy in 

the weights of the present beam and scales P 'Phey 

are tested ovoiy month by the iH)lico. The cumrais- 
sioners have it in contemplation to oroct a large 
weighing-maohine, and tho only diiUouIby is the site. 

24.606. You think it would bo more satisfactory for 
honest dealing Iretwoon bu'yei' and seller to have a 
public and independent scales ? — I am quite sure of 
It. 

24.607. Have you ever hoard people complaining of 
the inaccuracy of the weights P — Not in the mamt 
weights, but of tho private weights. 

24.608. To stop any cavilling about scales you think 
a public scales is the ju’oper one P — Yes, and I bolieve 
the tovm cotnmiesioners should provide one as soon as 
possible for tbe convenience of people requiring hay 
and straw to he weighed. 

24.609. Where is the hay and straw brought here ?— 
I might buy, or another man may buy. 

24.610. Is it exposed in any place P — No ; I may meet 
a farmer and say Dring me a load of hay. 

24.611. Whore do tboy bring it P — To tho railway and 
to my placo. They do not expose it for sale at all. 

24.612. Whatever tboy bring in is ah-cady sold and 
previously engaged? — Tea, in tho way of hay and straw, 
^ey never hawk it about. 

24.613. Have you ever heard oomplainta that tbe 
com was damaged on a wot day in tho market sqnaro? 
— ^No, for the corn that comes in at pres^out there is not 
half enough aocommodation in tho market building. 
If you had to pass it through tho market, and chargo a 
toll, the marxet bnild^ge would want to be larger. 
Tho present one would not bo able to take in the corn, 
butter, and everything sold. Tlio market square is 
full, and inside the buUdiug is full os well- 

24. 614. Have tho buyers at tho fairs ever inquired for 
the means of weighing tho stock P —Never, so far as I 
am aware up to the present time. 

24.615. Within your oipericnco yon never oonght any 
oattlo by live weight P — No, gcnoi-ally people who 
buy cattle can tell their weight to withui a pound or 
two, so that they do not require a machino. 


Mr. 0. MuaBXY examined. 


24,016. You beard the remarks of Mr. O’Brien and 
Mr. Rooney ?— Yes. 

24,Ui7. Do you consider it is the proper course at all 
times to confine tbe sale of agricultural pi-oduco to 
•me imrticular spot or enclosed market builmng P— I do 
ill this town, because the produce comes from tuo other 
uiid of tbe town, and the people have to come through 
the whole town to the market square, so that every 
husinesB ^ts a chance of their mouey when they sell 
their goods. 

24,618. Apart altogether from the fact of giving the 
traders of the town an opportunity of getting customers, 


do you think it is the proper course to concentrate the 
markets in one particular spot or building ? — Yes, I 
think the market place is the proper place. 

24.619. Have you heard that any porishable com- 
modities have been injured by the want of 
accommodation P — No, there is plenty of room in the 
building in the present state of tho market. 

24.620. Do you think that tho OTeseut state of the 
market building would afford sufficient space for 
coin to be sheltered there P — It would not. It would 
have to be enlarged considerably. 
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Mr. JosErn Sifini examiued. 


•24 621. Hats you any remarks to make ? — I vrieh to 
say the corn market is very small, but formerly it was 
one of tbe lurgost corn market towns in Iroland, nud 
com used to be kept on care outside until the buyers 
were prepared ; but it would bo impossible if the corn 
market increased to got a shed suffioioutly Itu'go to put 
the com into. Now Mr. Chapman conld toll thiit 
40 years ago, when tbo market was her*'. ;i shed that 
would cover an acre of ground could not sheUer tbo 
care that oamo. 

24,622. Is it your reason that snfScienb sheltor 
accommodation could not bo provided liecause it would 
require a good deal of expense. la that your principal 
objection? — I think it would inoor snob onoi-mons 
expense that the cummissiouers or pooplo of the town 
would uot be able to boar such expenso. 


24,623. What is the town rate at present ? — Is. 6d. 
in the pound 5 that is only ihe water rate. There are 
uu inuuioipul rates properly called. 

24,024. You would like to see the accommodation if 
it wore Ibusible?— Yes. 

24,G2t). When cuiumjdities ai'e brought in are any 
de<luotions mode hv the buyer from the seller after the 
price has been fixed r* — There is nothing broughi in that 
thove is any dedaotioua made on except to the 
viotnallers. 

24,C26. What is the deduction P— Three, four, or six 
pounds — that is dednoted as beamage for horns and 
dirt- It would be u great advantage to have a weighing 
machine. 


Mr. Thomas DEiAticxT, Chaii-man of the Town Commissiouers, examined. 


24.627. Witness, I hoard ono of the victuallers sny 
he would be very glad to sec a weighing-machine for 
cattle here It would save a great deal of hackling 
and bargaining. 

24.628. Do yon think the buyers would agree to that P 
— Tes, a lot of butchers buy meat by weight without 
being skived or dressed. 

24.629. Only by weight after it is skinned they pay P 
—That ie all. 

24.630. Is that customary ? — It La oe regards sheep 
and cattle. 

24.631. You are the chairman of the towncommis- 
sionei-a P — Yes. 

*24,632. Yon weighed meat for these victnallors? — 
Yes. 


24.633. You levied no charge at all for weighing ? — 
No. It was a matter of convenience for the jjorties. 

24.634. Then the victnallors only buy the net weight, 
and what they actually pay for is the net weight? — 
Yes. 

24', 035. Because of the entrails and hgms P— Tes. 

24.636. Is there any dednetiou allowed for the horns P 
—No i the skin has been taken ofi and the feet. Mr. 
Ghupman constantly sells his cattle iu that way. 

24.637. Do you think sales would he more expedi- 
tiously effect^ if all cattle were sold by live weight ? 
—I could not answer that question, because some might 
agree to it and more may not. It would save a good 
deal of tronble. 


24,688. (Mr. Smith.) It is I'Oming generally into 
practice, and will be ado])tod by every one. 

24,639. (Mr. O'Enen.) It is a growing opinion among 
the people that they would be bettor satisfied to have 
them weighed. I hoard a Inrge victualler intowusuy 
ho would bo very glnd to buy by weight. Some young 
men may not have experience and would bo anxious to 
get lb beast weighed. 


24, 6.40. Do nobj'oii think itwould be more satisfactory 
if all sales were mode by weight ? — Yes. 

24.641. [The Assistant Comviissioui-y to ilfr. Olutjmian.) 
Have you formed any ideas, Mr. Chapman, on the 
qaestion of selling by live weight or dead weight ? — 
The present course of selling dead moat works satis- 
factorily. I havfi been cloingit extensively this last five 
and thirty or forty years, and it has l>een most satisfac- 
tory between me and the parties to whom I selL 

24.642. Do you think the other prootice us suggested 
would work equally as well. Do yon think it would be 
a more honest way of working, and that the formei s 
would get the actnal value of the cattle P — I think it 
would be more satisfactory to have it in the way yon 
say. 


^,64;l. (Mr. O'BrUn.) If a person selling at the fair 
had a potion he was not getting a sufficient price for his 
it would be well to have a place where he could 
satisfy himself and get it weighed there. 


24.644. {Mr. Boowei/.) Fat cattle are generally sold in 
lots, and they would uot go to the weigh-bridgo. I 
think every man would rather buy ou his own jndgment. 

24.645. Are you speaking as a buyer ? — They would 
rather buy anu sell on their own jndgineut. If a niau 
had fifteen or twouty bullocks how could be weigh them 
on the weigh bridge, 

24.646. You mentioned that a man may not buy after 
all. As a i-nle ai'e many of the bargains brokenP — I do 
not think they are. IT there is a di-pnte betweeu them 
the buyer would say if you do not t^e the price by live 
weight I wiU kill it and weight it. 

24.647. If they agree on a price as a rule they pay? 
— Yes, I think the country people wonld rather buy 
and sell ou their own judgment. 

24,64'8. Did you ever weigh a head of cattle P— No, 
nor no one ever asked me. 

24,649. Did you over hear what benefit would be 
derived from weiebiug and spiling by live weight? — 
No, 1 do not think it is a rule to tray that way. The 
cattle are bought in lots. 

•34,660. (Mr. O’JBrien.1 That'only applies to fat cattle. 

I may tell yon that he is a skilfnl buyer. 

24.651. Then yon consider Mr. Booney has an advan- 
tage over the seller P— Yes, you might meet 50 people 
who would not know how to bny or sell and wonld 
wont a moohine, whereas Mr. Booney would not want 
it at all. 

24.652. (Mr. Saomy) If possible we would want a 
larger and more extensive fair green. 

*24,653. Have yon heard the formers complaining of 
that P — Yes, the police may come at any time find turn 
the people oS the road. 

24.654. (Mr. Smith.) It wo^lld injure the business of 
the town if the fair field was changed to another place. 
There is a cose in point, in Carlow they used to hold 
the fair in the streets and the people iu general used 
not come in except for the purpose of Imying and 
selling cattle. Hoivevcr, some of the gentry objected 
to tbU coarse, and said it should be in a field near the 
railway, aud the tuwn oommissioiiers agreed to have 
the field walled iu fur the purpose, and the consequence 
is on injur) to the Irasiiiess of the town of Carlow. It 
is going down very much since that, because buyers and 
sellers, ooming by rail 08 soon os they dispose of their 
cattlc they go ofi'ngain without coming into the town. 

24.655. It aSbets the trade of the town P — ^Yea. 

*24,656. But has the fairitself Iraen materially injured, 

or has it improved P — I am not able to say tnat. The 
fmrs in this town were established for the benefit of the 
town. 

24.657. Tho town praot'cally is between the fair 
green and the railw.iy station? — Tes. 

24.658. If people wish tn go to the railway station 
they have to pass through the town P — Yes. 

24.659. (Mr. Eelahunt.) It would ruin the whole 
business of the town to take the fair out of where it is. 


THE ROUND-WOOD FAIRS. 


Mr. Joes Bveez examined. 


24,660. Aro yon the owner of the fairs P— I am only 
the lessee. 

Who is the owner P — The Rev. Canon Dronet, 
county Tipperary. 

24,662. How do yon hold P — By lease. 


24.663. For what term P — 99 years from 1874 or 1875. 

24.664. -What is the rent? — The fair green up to that 
time woe not fenced or enclosed. It was honnded at 
one aide by the utreet aud the county road on the other. 
I built a wall and endosod it, and the rent I pay fur tolls 
and green is between fonr and five pounds. 
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ii.665. 'Phciu is un iniirkcfc in Eouuilffooii?— No. 

How mmiy fail’s liavo you ? — Twelve fails. 

24.667. What dates ?— Tlio third Tuesday of every 
month. About three years ago they worc_ cliangoil up 
and down and the dates were fixed. I think it is five 
nr sis years ago. 

24.668. What ilates were they held on previous to 
the change? — ^Tho 8rd Jautuu’y, 12th February, 14th 
Fobroary, 14th Ifavoh, 12th April, 23i’d May, 21st 
June, 26th July, 23rd August, 19th Septombor, 8th 
Ootobor, 8th Novcinijcr, and 5th Doeomber. 

2-1,669. When was this change moilc, or liuw was it 
made ? — ^By on order in Privy Ooimcil. W o momorialieod 
the Privy Council. 

24.670. Who did P— The inhahitants of Ronndwood 
and tho liuyers and sellei’S frequenting the fau-s. 

24.671. Were tolls levied at each of the twelve fairs P 
— There wore. 

24.672. Were there always twelve fairs hold previous 
to (die monthly Mrs ? — ^No. 

24.673. You remember when there were less than 
twelve ? — Yes. Mr. Rooney and myself remomhor 
when there wore only four originally. I remomber 
sis. 

24.674. Do you remember when there were loss than 
six yourself ? — do not. 

24.675. You have colls levied at these ?— Yos. 

24.676. Is this a common where tho fair green is 
held, or is it in the centi'e of cross roads P — It is in at 
the hack of the principal streets. 

24.677. You built a wall around it P— There is a car- 
way and short cat through it we could not intorforo 
with. 

24.678. The public have acquired a right of tviiyP — 
Yes. 

24.679. Is there any shelter accommodation in the 
fair green P — Not a hit. It is an open field. 

24.680. Do yon graze it between fairs P — Yes. 

24.681. Have yon got n. toll boai'd erected on fair 
days? — I have. 

2-4,682. Could yon mention tho different tolls on 
cattle? — We only levy on what is sold, and it is the 
buyer who pays, and that has been always the custom. 
The charges are 3d. for a Ml grown cow or bullock; 
2d. for a two-year old ; Id. for a yearling and for a 
calf; Id. for sheep and Id. for pics. Wo have no pigs 
since the railway came here. We are ten miles fl-om 
any railway, and no pigs but small pigs or hoc^ams are 
brought here. 

24.683. Are these the only animals on which yon 
levy the tolls?— There is 6d, for a horse, but they are 
very rarely sold. 

24.684. Hava you any standing charges on fair days P 
—Yes. 

24.685. What is tho natnre of the standings P — Oars 
are reckoned as standings, clothes dealers, wooden- 
ware, or tin, or anything that way. 

24.686. What do yon charge on these P 4-d. for a 

standing. 

24.687. No matter the extent of ground they occupy, 
if they have a standing yon charge 4d. P— I think so. 
In fact we have not been particular in collecting that 
charge at all. 

24.688. Supposing they bring in a cartload of 
honhams womd you charge id. on that cart P— We 
•would be entitled, bnt os a rule yon see it is on the 
public road they stand. 

24.689. When the honhams jo-e coming out, you ask 
for Id. on each ?— The collector would say If you have 
six give me 6d., aod the man might have ten in 
cart. 

• collect fonrpenco on the cart contain- 

ing the bonhams as a standing cliarge and a ponnv on 
each when sold ?— I never dub 

24.691. You only collect on carta with bonhams when 
the honhams are sold P— -Yea. 

24.692. ^ the exposure of the auimals confined to the 

fail ween ? — The sheep are kept along the streets; 10 
or IS ywFs ^0 a considerable number used to go on the 
p®®’ that time they nearly all keep on the 


24,693. All tho c.attlo go into tho fair green ?— Yes 
tM',694. Atifl tlio luuvjqa ? — Tho^ horses, ip , the street 
The pigs go into llio fair green. ' ' 

24,695. Iio^y do you colloofc yonr uliArgos ontbesheeD 
iindhyi-Hufl? — When they ai'e driving out. ^ 

24.CTG. How many gups havo you P— Three ; but two 

principal ones. 

2-t,()97. ITiosc iiro at the outskirts' of the .'town op 
village P'— Yob. 

2-4, 698. How many men at otuih gup P— Sometimes ten 
moil. It is according to the IiiirH ; mio •winter fairs are 
Hiiiall and not very largely uttendod. 

'24,699. Do you liavo ten mou at each gap P— No, sU 
togetlior. . . , ’ 

24,700. At what rate do you’ pay those ‘men?— Dif. 
foront i-atos ; a coiiplo of Bliilling 0 or>half-a-crown, and 
sometimes a man hettur than tlio others would be •worth 
three shillings. 

24-, 701. Do thcBO mou cany scickH at the -gaps ?— 
Generally. 

24.702. Were any coinplaiutH ovoi* made to you that 

they have injurod tho auimulH as tlicy were passing ont 
or injared the horses or owners of the horses or cattle? 
— ^Nover, sinoo I came tlierc. . . 

24.703. Have tho oolloctors to inquire from the luan 
in charge of tho animal, whoever ho may he, whothap he 
has bought or sold ? — Y cs. 

24.704. And ifbonght thoy demand tho charge ? — Yes. 

24.705. Snppofliiig u man stated ho hod not bbsght or 
sold, aud your men Inicw- as a fuot he hod and he was 
telling a falsehood, what courao would they adopt?— 
They would insist on stopping him. 

24.706. Would thoy scizo the animal P — No, hub stop 
him thore. 

24,767,! Doos it frequently ooonr P — No, it-is very rare. 

24.708. I suppose tho catclu ixro branded P — Yes, and 
it is the sellers {mncmlly nro driving them ont, and if 
we do nob see a uoaler or his^nian the collectors know the 
countrymen eight or ton miles around, aud if one of 
them says I have not sold, ho is 'lot pass. 

24.709. Is it not customary with the. buyers when 

ageing with the farmer to tell tho farmer ho would 
have to drive thorn to somo ymrd outaido the town?— 
Yes. •'.•■• 

24.710. In that ease tho sollor is in possession of the 
animal passing tho toll gap P — ^Yoa. 

2'1,711. Has not ho to pay tho ohnvgo P — Ho tells ns 
who is the buyer aud wo know whom uo goes, and •we 
eotclc. 

, 24,712. Praobically as a rulo you always collect from 
tho buyer no matter whether it is the buyer or seller is 
in possession of tho animal when pusBiug tho custom 
gapP — Thero aro somo oasos in which tho seller will say 
I sold to so and so, and he will stop it from him. 

24.713. Iiinocaso the solloi’ pays tho charge P— No, 
unless Ijy agreement. 

24.714. la it very often done by agroomontP— I think 
not. 

24,715.1 Have yon toll hoarda P— Wo have. 

24.716. So tliat in ooso of duipnto between the toll 
collectors and the bnyoi's thoy can see the toll board?— 
Yos. 

24.717. You Imvo mode no alterations in the charges ? 
—No. 

2-4,718. Thoywoi’o always levied P — They were hand^ 
over to me by tho former oollootor, and i never mode 
any change. I have also orootod a woigb-bridge. 

24.719. Was it youtsolf orootod itP— Tho landlord 
helped me. The doaloi’s took advantage of that, anci 
sadd aiuee tho ^xissiug of tho Weighing of Cattle Act, 
which came into opomtion last Jannaiy, I hod no 
authority to charge without having that. ' 

24.720. Do thoy avail themsolvas of the weigh-bridgo ? 
— I have only had it up for tho 1 ast fair, and Mere wds no 
beast weighed. I do nob suBpoot I ever •will, becouSE 
they-Ore all store cattle that are brought thore. 

■ 24,721. Could you give mo any idea'bPthe numbs^^ 
cattle brought to your fail’ throughout the year P— ” e 
have three fairs in the eummer, and the nuinhw 0‘ 
sheep is very large. I think at the September fair 
have between four and five tbonsand sheep. . . , 
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24 722. How many cattle?— Tho cattle we uot so 
Terr’ extensive', bnt I think the uumbov would amount 
on an orerage to between 200 and 300. 

34 723. Would yon have any objection to tell me 
rooi’ average reoeipte every yeai- during the past five 
years ?— I on an average from 12i. to ISl. 

•24,734. Would that be the profits or gross receipts P 
—That wonld.be alter paying evorythinc. The first 
year or two woe the best. This year as Tar os it has 
goiiB is as good 08 any I had. 

24 725. What would yon ostimato the valno of the 
grazing betweeu fws P — A coupio of ponnds or thirty 
shillings. 

24.726. Do yon iScob any ropuira during tho year P 
—No. 

24.727. Who cleans tho public road aftei- tho abeop 
and horse faii-P — I suppose the rood coubraotor, 

34.728. You or the owner do not do it P — ISo. 

•34,729. Does .the Bov. Mr. Dronet own tho place P — 

The greater, part. , . 

24.730. Have yon any remu'k to make in connexion 
withyonr fairs P — No, only I thought it Ijetbor to attend, 
seeing your advertiisenrent, lost logislubiou might ignore 
me altogether. 

24.731. Do the tolls prevent tho people from coming 
toyonr f^sP — No, sinoc 1 hud to pat up the weigh- 


bridge. There is ample accommodation for 'the“^iidep as 
well os tho cattle except at one or two fairs, and l'Seall 
getan additional field if regnirod. r 

24.732. If there are sheep and horses sold on the 
public street, do nob yon collect the tolls P— Yes j but 
they grumble and say it is illegal, and that we have no 
law. 

24.733. Within what limits do yon think yonr joris- 
diction extends to collect the toll ?— Thoro are a whole 
lot of towulauds mentioned in the patent. 

24.734. {Mr. BalaJmnt.) What be wonld wont is to 
confino the exposure of the animala to tho fair green. 

24.735. (2*7(6 Comtmsskner to loiliiOM.) You think tho 
space sufficient ?— Yee. 

24.736. Where do thi^ have these standings. Is it 
on tho pnhlic road P— Some on the public road and 
more on a little open space between the houses and 
more inside on tho green. 

24.737. Do yon think the fact of levying a toll acts 
in any way os a deterrent on people attendmg the fair 
ingi’eater nnmbers than otherwise? — ^It is tho buyer 
pays. 

24.738. Tho huyors took advantage of the want of 
tho woigh-bi-idge to object to the tolls?— One or two 
did. 

24.739. Bnt the greatei’ unmber did not ? No. 


Mr. Koohev re 

34,740. Do you send any stock to lionndwood? — I 
often bay tboro. 

24,714. Have 'yon any objection to tho accommoda- 
tion afforded there P — I think, with tho exception of one 
^y, the accommodation is enough, bnt I do nob think 
in the September fair it is large onongb to hold the 
cattle, sheep, and horses. 

24.742. Did yon ever hear any complaints of the 
chargta the owner levies ?— No. I do not think they 
deter people a bijj from coming in. 

24.743. Yon think its isolated position affects it 
materially P — Yes, in the sale of the fab pigs. 1 
remember when a largo number usod to go there, and 
there is no one goes there now. 

The Inquiry terminated witii a vote 


-examined. 

24.744. What is tho nearest fair ? — Bray, Wicklow, or 
SilcooL 

24.745. From what distriots do the buyers come ? 

All the principal sheep buyers from SouUiMeath and oil 
the surrounding counties. 

24.746. Did you ever heai- the cattle were fatigued 
or injured by the long drive to the railway station, or do 
they complau of that?— No ; the cattle offered for sals 
would not be iiyured by long driving. They are all 
store cattle. 

24.747. Is there any other gentleman who has any 
evidence to give? — ^No answer. 


of thanks to tho Assistant CommiBsionor. 


A R K L 0 W. 


^iTH.i;efererioe to my inquiry iu.Arldow on tlie 1st day of December 1888, 1 beg 
to uaport. as follows : — 

Arlflow is situated on tbe coast of tbe county of Wicklow. It has a fishing trade of 
Boms importance and a harbour, and is a station on the Dublin, Wicklow, and Wesford 
Railway line. The local government is administered by a board of Town Commis- 
sioners, and iiie population is 4,777. 

The market days are Thursday and Saturday. The fairs are held on the second 
Tuesday of each month. There are no tolls at either the fairs or markets, but at the 
latter weighiuff charges are levied. No control whatever is exercised over the fairs 
by the Town Commissioners or by the owner of the market buildings. The latter are 
tbe property of the representatives of the late Captain John Beaumont, who have them 
^b-let to Mrs. Margaret Donnelly, under lease for seven years, at 251 . a year. ‘ There 
does not seem to have been any express authority granted for the markets or fairs in 
.Mklow. The present monthly fairs were estabhshed by the Town Commissioners in 
year 1880, pTevious to which there were fairs held for some 60 years on the 
lltb January, 22nd March, 19th April, 14th May, 28th June, 9th August, 
September, and 15th November. 

Ibere is no scale of tbe weighing charges erected for public inspection, and a 
private weighing-machine is available if loads ai’e required to be weighed. 

In accordance with my instructions I inspected tho fair and inaiket places. 

Ffi 
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The fairs are held on the publio streets, which are only of tho orclinary width. The 
lower portion of the town is for cattle, and the upper portion for sheep. No accommo- 
dation whatever is given those frequenting the fairs except that afforded by the houg^ 
of the shopkeepers. 

The potato market is held in a house in the main street, and which is very confined 
and inadequate for anything but a small retail trade, and is practically nothing more 
than a weigh-house and store. The general market is held on the public streets 
principally the main street. ’ 

The gross weight alone is put on the ticket which is given denoting the weight. 

At the termination of the inquiry a very influentially signed memorial was presented 
on behalf of the inhabitants of Ovoca, asking that facilities be given them to legally 
hold additional fairs in that place, as such would tend to improvo the general trade of 
tho district. 

Appended will be found a transcript of the evidonco takon at tho inquiry. 

JOHN J. O’MBAEA, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Assistant Commissioner. 

Dublin. 


Arklow, 1st December 1888. 


Mr. CnABi.Es J. PmnHKBY oxamined. 


24,716. Too ore the town dork of Arklow P~I am. 

24.750. Wheo were the commissionera cHtablishecl P 
—In 1878. 

24.751. They have no control whatsoever over the 
markets and fairs held in Arklow ? — Ko. 

24.752. Who is the owner of them P — I believe the 
owner of tho mtu'ket is Mrs. Margaret Donnelly ; she is 
the present occupier, and I believe, and have reason to 
know, she holds these premises leased from the repro- 
eentativQs of the late Captain John Ilcaumont of Hyde 
Fork, Inch, Corey, co. Wexford. 

24.753. When you say premises, yon mean the market 
boil din gsP — Yes. 

24,754- Aro these bnildinge utilised only for market 
purposes P — Only for market imrposca, out they are 
joined to o&er premises. 

24.755. What is the market day here P — There are 
two days. Thursday is the principle day, and Satin-dny 
has latterly turned out as good. 

24.756. Whnt fab’s are holdhei’oP — It appears in 
1880 we made an alteration in the way tho fairs u'o 
usually held. 

24,767. When you say we, do you mean the Town 
Gommisaionere P — Tes. It appears at a special meeting 
of the Commissioners, held on the 6th Tnno 1879, when 
ten out of the fifteen Commissioners attended, it wits 
proposed hy Mr. Pan! and seconded by Mr. Andrew 
Byrne that at the commencement of tho year 1880 the 
faire held in the town of Arklow be changed to tho 
second Tuesday of each and every month from the then 
fixed, dates. 

24.758. Have you got any record of what these dates 
were? — I will let yon have them, but not ou the moment. 

24.759. Was this alteration made with the consent of 
the Local Government Board P— Ho. We wrote to the 
Local GoreramentBoard before we made the change, and 
they wrote back asking us when did the fairs of .^klow 
comnience, a qnestion which we were not in a poeition 
to uiBwer. 

24.760. How long does yonr memory go l»ck as to 

the fairs that were held here before this altwation P I 

think evidence will come before yon t^b 'will bring 
you back sixty years. 

24.761. Diaing that period the eight fairs wore held P 
—They were. Then, by the resolution in 1879, the fairs 
were <manged to the second Tuesday of every mouth, 
the pig fair to be held on the same any, and the horse 
fairs to be held on the tame day as the cattle fair in 
A.pril, May, July, and Octolicr. It appears the horse 
ftnr did not take, so that wedisoontinned it. The reso- 
lution was passed onanimously, there being ten of the 
Ooromissioners present out of fifteen. 


24.762. Whoro nro the fairn hold P — They are hold in 
tho lower part of the town for tho cattlo und tho upper 
paj’t of the town for slioop. 

24.763. Is this tiie public thoronglifnro P — Yes. 

24.764. You have difibvoiit jKirtions allotted off for 
each spcciuB of miiinal P — ^Yos. 

'it, 765. Ai’C any charges levied nb these foLra P — Ho. 

24.766. During your exporionoe haw you had occasion 
to know that obargcB wore over loviod P — They never 
havo been. 

24.767. Either at the now or the old fairs P — ^No. 

24.768. Is there any control oxcoroisod by tho Com- 
miesiouci-B ovor tho 1'euis P — Nono. 

2-l',769. By nobody but the police P — Yos. 

24.770. Have yon ovor heard comphiints that confa- 
sion emsted tuin obstruction was canaed aboot the 
publie thoioughiaro W tho fact of these fairs being 
hold on tho strcooi P — Well, in tho year 1879, as well as 
I remember, it was decided that tho carts would bs 
changed, and that tho police would make this change— 
that is, to aek the people to keep all their cars at one 
side, which, since, they havo done with very few 
oxcoptiuus. TliaC loaves a space clear for the cattleto 
go to tho lower part of tho town. 

24.771. In reference to the conimnuication from the 
Locol Govoimmcnt Board, what led tho Local Govern- 
ment Board to send tho ooinmnnicatiou to you, orhad 
you prcviouely nskod thoir consent to the altei-atioa f 
— ^We did not ask their oonsout, but asked the way to 
go about a ohango, hecanso tho Commission was only 
started, and we were ignorant how to proeoed. 

24.772. Did you get that commuuicatioa in the ordi- 
nary course P — ^Yos. 

24,773-4. No inqniiy was hold by the Local Govern- 
ment inspector hero? — Ho, mid we did not acknowledge 
the right of tho Loral Government Board to do so. 

24.775. Have tho CnznmissionorB ever discussed or 
thought it deeiroble to obtain compulsory power to 
aoquu’e control of tho market rights and fairs them- 
selves P — There were certain byelaws drafted and they 
fell through. 

24.776. By tho OommissioneTS P — Yes. 

24.777. They wished to get control P — They did imt 
wish to exeroise control, out they wished to make 
material olianges. 

24.778. They wanted to offcot changes in the 
ment of tlio murket, bnt leave the ownership ia t" 
hands of a private individual P — Not ue regards too 
market, but the standings of meat and vegetables. 
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24,779. That is the regulation of tbo sitca of tbe 
dilTorent markete P — T®6. 

24, Have they erer dtscosBed that qaeatiou them- 
selves P— They have. 

24.781. What is the consensus of opinion amongst 
the majority of tho members of tho hoard P Do they 
t hink it desirable that os a local authority they should 
obtain compulsory powers to acquire the market rights 
and work tnem as an anthority for the benefit of the 
town P — I believe they do not require that. I do not 
believe they wish that. 

24.782. Would they be opposed to such a change ? — I 
believe the majority would. . 

24.783. Hove you ever heard complaints of the present 
management? — 1 never have. 

24.784. The market you say is held on the streets 
too P— Yes, during the timo they hove their commodities 
there. 

24.785. Tbe commodiUes ai'e exposed on the public 
tboronghfare P — Tho commodities are exposed on the 
public tlioronghfare with tho shafts of the oars standing 
out, which is the enstom existing for a long period of 
years. 

24.786. What does tbe market building consist of P — 
A. weigh-hoDse on the public streets, ime same as a 
store. 

24.787. Is it used os a store ? — I cannot say it is. It 
is ns^ as a public market. 

24.788. When you say the market-house, is that a 
building for the protection of tbe machines and officials 
who weigh there and do tbe clorioal work P — Yes, and 
a store-honse. If you bought a commodity you could 
leave it there until you wished to call for it. 

24.789. Did you ever visit it yourself P — ^Tes, I have 
been ther e. 

24.790. Do you think it affords enfficient space for tho 
purpose ? — I am qnito sure it does, because you most 
boar in mind the markets are at their lowest chh. 
Evidence will come before you to show that 30, 40, or 
50 years ago, when the cars used to reach two-thirds 
farther down than they do at present, there wore no 
complaints. 


24.791. What do you nesigu for the falliug off in the 
markets P Have other markets bemi ostabhshed in the 
neighbourhood, and do they take a great quantity of the 
produce there wiiich used formerly to come here P— We 
must put that down to geuci'al depression, 

24.792. In tho iieigbl)onrhood or districts adjacent to 
Arklow, have Duy now markets been established 
recently r— Withm the lost nine years n market was 
established in Anghrim, nine English miles from here 
and Home of the parties who used to come here with 
theu' produce do not cumo now. 

24,79^ You have hod mnoh experienoo yourself of 
fairs ? — I have n. considerable experience. 

24,794. You have experience of fairs at which tolls 
are levied and fairs that oi-e toll fioe P- Ye.s. 

^,795. Do y.m think at a fair does the eiaoUon of a 
toll act as a deterrent on people bringing in their stock 
in gi-eater nnmbers P— I say it certainly would. 

2-4,796. you ^nk it has an effect on the extent of 
the fair P— Decidedly. 1 have one experience of fairs I 
might mention. In tho year 1878 1 was at a fair in 
Pair Hill, county Galway, and I had 11 ponies coining 
out, and I was not aware a toll was levied. It was the 
first time I was there, and the first thing I saw was five 
or six strong fellows with sticks, who beat bock the 
ponies. I did not know tbe reason why, but they told 
me I did not pay tbe toll. I had not lieon oskod for 
any toll. 

24.797. Were the animals injured? — Ono was 
injured. 

24.798. That is os to the obstruction Mid mode of 
levying a toll ; but do you think has a toll an effect on 
the farmers when they are bringing their animals to 
the fair, or do they consider that if they had to pay a- 
toll at one town, and anothei- was toll free, they would 
go to the fair that was toll free ?— I believe they would 
go to the fair that was toll free. Il makes a material 
change in luck, because if a toll is charged on this fair 
at Ai'klow, and I sold my cattle, I will not give you as 
much lock as otherwise, because I deduct the “ luck ” ■ 
money. 


Hr. Jobs Dohweliy examined. 


24.799. You are here to represent your mother, 
Hrs, Margaret Donnelly? — Yes. 

24.800. She is the tenant of the market-place P — Yes, 
from Mr. Beaumont, of Hyde Pork, Inch, Uorej. 

24.801. How does she hold? — By lease. 

24.802. Have you got the date of it P — 1879. 

24.803. Por whnt term P — I think it Is for 70 years. 

24.804. Would you mind teUing me the rent P — 251. a 
year. 

24.805. Is that for the mai-kct-place alone P — Yes, and 
right to collect any charges ont of it. We are 

bound by the lease to keep it as a market-place. 

24.806. Have you road the lease yourself P — ^Yes, and 
I can pnduce it. 

24.807. In it was the right demised to yon to collect 
the charges, or was it merely a demise of the premises P 
— A demise of the premises. 

24.808. There was no demise of the charges P — ^I never 
read the lease to understand that. 

24.809. You do not know how Mr. Beaumont holds 
them P—1 do not. 

24.810. Would you kindly mention whut marketable 
commodities are brought here every Thursday and 
Satuday, whether yon collect any charge on them, or 
“®tp — Potatoes, oats, turnips, vegetables, and fruit 
are sold all through the street. 

^,811. Does butter come here? — ^Ho, they bring it 
priTataly to the shops. 

^^,812. None is exposed in the market-place? — 

24,813. Hay or straw P — No ; hay comes in directly. 
^24,814. It is not exposed in the market-place P — 

bronght in on market day P — 


24.816. Are calves P — Yes, calves on Thursdays. 

24.817. Are cattle ever bronght in P — No. 

24.818. Are there fmy other commodities bronght in 
that yon have not mentioned ? — ^Not that I know of. 

24.819. What charges do you levy on these commo- 
dities P — I charge a penny per sack tur corn, a penny 
per for potatoes, a penny per draft for turnips or 
per agreement. Hi the wool season for any wool that 
comes into the market, which is very little, 1 charge a 
shilling per pack. 

24.820. Are these charges for weighing? — For 
weighing. 

24.821. Are they all exposed in the market square ? — 
Wool is. 

24.822. I mean tho other commodltLos ? — A good 
deal of the commodities are exposed. 

24.823. Are they sold before being weighed at your 
scales P — Certainly. 

24.824. All sold P — Yes. 

24.825. They never actually weigh previous to tho 
sale? — ^No. 

24.826. If they exposed in the market-place a sack of 
potatoes and sold them and weighed them at tho 
purchaser's own scales would you seek for any charge ? 
— I would not. 

24.827. It is only when your scales are availed of that 
you levy a charge r— Yea. 

24.828. In retorn for the ticket ? — ^Yes. 

24.829. Do you collect any chafes on what are 
called standings in tbe market P — £lo ; a good deal of 
the commodities come in ready weighed, but unless 
they weigh on my scales I do not charge. 

24.830. You collect no charge on the vcgcta'olos or 
fruit P — No. 

24.831. Do you colleot any on calves if they are sold P 
•^No. 


I W796, G g 
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^•4,832. Wbo have yon engaged there to look after tto 
place?— The weigh-maater. 

24,S3S. Only one?— Yea. 

21-834' He haa to ]>erform the mannal labour and 
clerical work?— If reciuired at the manual labour I 
irnuld manage the clerical work. 

24.835. You give tickets there ?— Yes. 

24.836. Have you over seen the weigh-master weigh- 
ing there? — Yes. 

24.837. When weighing a sack of potatoes do yon 
estimate the taro of the sack or do you actually weigh 

jt p The cnstoni of tho place is to allow half a steno 

for the sack. 

24 838. Is that irrespective of tho size of tho sack or 
tho qnantity it might contain?— It is. Tho pooplo 
purchasing might arrango that thomsolvos. 

24,839. Do you over put down the estimated taro on 
this ticket? — ^IJo. 

24j8t0. Onlytho gross weight? — That is all. 

24.841. Tho usual allowance is sovcu pomids ? — 
Yes. 

24.842. Would that seven potmds be deducted if tho 
pack wore brought in on a fine day and also on a wet 
day when the sack was coinplotely satm-atod with wet ? 

It is the custom of the place to allow it any time. 

24.843. On com do yon estimate tho tare of the sack ? 
—Yes, seven pounds also. 

24.844. Aro the tares of these sacks the only deduc- 
tion from the gross weight?— That is all. 

24.845. They do not allow anything for beamage or 
mud around the potatoes or the bad state of tho corn? 
-No. 

24,8-16. Is there any other deduction made by the 
buyer from tho seller when paying the contract price 
for potatoes ? — cannot say. 

24.847. Have you bought any yourself P — Yos, and I 
never made any further dednefcion than half a stone. 

24.848. Or reduction in value the same os in the 
oidiiiary baying of cattle ? — It rests with the people 
when they see what they have got to demand something 
more of them. 

24.849. When weighing potatoes what is the smallest 
weight you weigh with usually P — To the half stone. 

24.850. You do not weigh less than a half stone ? 
-No. 

24.851. Do yon give a cast of tho beam when weigliing ? 
—We give the weight. 

24.852. Does the beam turn? — Yes, certainly. 

24.853. Does the boardof the scales touch the ground P 
—Yes. 

24.854. Practically there must he half a stone in the 
pack or nothing?— Yes. 

24.855. A sack ten stone six pounds yon put down os 
ten stone? — Ves. 

24,850. Prom that you subsequently deduct the taro 
of the Kick, which is seven pounds? — ^Yes. 

24,857. That would be nine and a half stone the buyer 
would |.)!iy for? — Y oh. 

it, 858. "What is the amallcsb quantity of potatoes 
you have woigliod, nnd forwbioliyuu charged a penny 

for weighing ?— Generally in boIl'barrelB they come 

that is nine mid a half sbonu. 

24,859. On turuijis you charge a penny a draft or per 
agreement ? — ^Ycs. 

24,8ti0. Is it usnal to make on agreement? — It is, of 
course. 

24.861. Could you give mean instance of on agree- 
ment made for the payment of weighing turnips other 
than this penny a draft? — A man nught give sixpence 
for weighing the load. 

24.862. Ton have a lirldgo there ? — ^No, bub a beam 
and scales. 

24.863. Is there any weighbridge in Arklow to weigh 
loads ? — There may be, but I do not know. There is no 
public one. 

24.864. .Are there any private ones? — There ia one 
belonging to Messrs. Kerins. 

24.865. Are you aware that they levy any charge 
for weighing loads?— I am not. They are coal 
merchants. 


24,860. They weigh for tho public also P — They will 
weigh for aiiymir'. I think thw charge twopence a 
load for some commodities luici sixpence a load for 
hay. 

24.867. SnpiHising some of those people attondins 
the toaikeb exposed thoir commodity in the market 
place, and could nob hcU it during tho day aud wished 
to store it niitil tho iiaxt market day, c:ui they do so p— 
If they wished to store it they oan. 

24.868. Is tlioru a spneu sufficioiib for that purpose? 
— Yos. 

24.869. Do you levy any charge for storage?— No. 
It was tho custom previously to levy a cliai-gc, but wo 
levy none. 

2‘J-,870. At whoso risk is a commodity stored P— At 
their own risk. 

2-1,871. Httvo you over liciird complaints that any of 
tho cornmoditioH linvu Ijuuii du(irociutc(l iu value or 
quantity by buiiig ox]K;sod uii tlio public thoroughfare? 
— I have not heard of any. 

24.872. Is thoro any fish sold in this mai-kot square? 
—No. 

24.873. Wlicro is tlio fish sold ? — Duwu at tho bridge 
aud aloug tho atrout. 

24.874. You collect ciuugos ouly ou tho artiulus 
moutioQcd ? — That is uU. 

2*1,875. These aro tho only sonreos of rovonno your 
mother has from tho markets ? — Yes. 

24.876. Have you tho scolo ci'octod In tho market- 
place ? — Yes. 

24.877. Have you any imlos orectod rognlating tho 
management of tho markets ? — No. 

24.878. Have tlio markets always boon held in this 
space ontsido tho market ? — Yos. 

24.879. Your mothov lias nothing whatever to do 
with the fairs ? — 8ho has not. 

24.880. Would yon have any objection to toll mo her 
average receipts for the past three years P — I couldnot 
say, but wo beliovo ourselves it was only able to pay 
tho weigh-mostor's wages and the rent. 

24.881. Is ho employed exclusively for attending to 
tho scales ? — Yes, uud in on obliging way to do on odd 
turn after. 

24.882. How do you pivy him? — ^Eight shillings a 
week. 

24,833. Yon thiuk your total iiiouipls from the market 
and weighing aro not snifioiont to roimbnrsc you tho 
rent end woigh-mnster's wages ? — ^No. 

24,881. Is that 2ol. rout for anything else but tho 
market buildings ? — No. 

24.885. Do you keep luiy block of tlioso tickets you 
give out P— Yea. 

24.886. 8o tlnit if they loao ii tiekol denoting the 
weight you aro always in a position to give a duplicatoP 
—Yus. 

24', 887. Do yon prosorvo tliuso blooks for any length 
of time?— Wo do. 

24,888. How long? — ^^Vo ko<?i> Lliom a year, and in 
some iiuiliuicos lougnr. 

.24', 880. You koop no roonnl of llio oominoditios yon 
do not weigh ? — No. 

2*1,890. &up{)osIng it was required fimu you to make 
a poriodical return of tho ouiTont prices of these 
dill'crenb commoiUtios brought into tho market, wd 
exposed iu tbo iimrkot iibwio for sale, do yon think 
one could bo mudo ? — 1 think it oouUl. 

24,891. Do you think it would bo a pretty aconrate 
one ? — I have reason to bolicvo it would. 

2*1,892. Although yon ivould have to rely on yon 
own observations and ou tbo aiurwcTH the sellers sod 
buyers would give yon P — ^Yob, I do bo in tbo market 
generally myself ovory Thursday. 

2*1,863. Gould a retnrii bo modo of the differcB* 
quantities brongbt in ?— I do not think it could, 
24,894. Because you have no control and do not 
weigh oveiytlungP— Yes. Iu many inatauces the fw- 
mors bi-ing in goods which they have weighed the®' 
selyes, and otlior people take them away without 
stopping to weigh them at all. 
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2 -i 895- Hftvoyou ovp-r hoard complaints of tho fiirmeM 
weighing themselves, and the bayen more or less going 
by estimation of the quantity thoy purchase f — Yea. I 
het^ it complained of Ijy somo people. Thoi-o are 
people who would not take them without boiug weighed. 

24,896. Do you think tho market would work better 
and more satisfactorily, and more honestly for buyers 


mid selloi-s, if all oommoditios woi'o weighed at a public 
scale ?— I conldaotsay. 

24.897. Who held tho place previous to 1879 ? — Law- 
rcnco Kennedy. 

24.898. You do not know what rent he was paying?— 


The following is a copy of tho ticket used at the crane : — 


CRANE DOClOirr. 


Potatoes. 

Bch. Stos. Lbs. 


Gross Weight I Gross Weight 


Oats. 

Btls. Stos. Lbs. 


CRANE DOCKET. 


Potatoes. 

Btls. Stos. Lbs. 


Gi'oss Weight [ Gross Weight 


Oats. 

Brla. Stos. Lbs 


Mr. Daittel uojniDS, Chairman of tho Town Commissioners, examined. 


24.899. Ton arc the ohoinnan of the Town Commis* 
sionoia of Arklow P — Yos. 

24.900. Have you had any oxpevionco of the fairs and 
markets hero P — I have hatl esperiouco of the fairs, bnt 
very little ex]ierionce of the markets, as my premises ai*o 
too low down from them. 

24.901. As chairman of the Town Commissioners, 
the local authority of the town, do yon think that Town 
Oommissi-iiiers would ho the best controlling authority 
for the markets and fairs in Arklow, and would the 
united efforts of tho gentlemen composing the board 
tend to the better irmnngemout of the market and give 
more satisfaction to the farmers and those fkeqaooting 
them than having the control in the bands of a private 
individnnlP — It is my belief, if the parties occupying 
the market are recompeusod for any interest in it, that 
the market would bo better controlled in tho hands of 
a pnblic body. 

24,9u2. You qualify your answer by the condition 
that compensation should be given for any legally vested 
right, but 00014; from the question of compensation do 
you think the markets and faim should be under tho 
control of tho local authority P — I do. 

24.903. Have you any particular reason for forming 
that opinion P — ^Ihey.are more successful in othei’ towns 
where managed by the local authority. For instance, in 
Gorey they have a more succo^ful market than here, 
because they have a proper mai'ket-place and possibly 
proper facing for goo^ of every description to bo 
we^hed. 

24.904. Would you think it also desirable that markets 
should be held in :s ]iroporly cnolosod space with 
adequate shelter nccommndation to afford protection 
to all periebablo commodilies bi-ought in, and not have 
them exposed on the public tUorongUruvo P — I Ixslicvo If 
it were possible to obtain a jiropor aijuare for hnldiug 
tho moTKot in a central position it would bonctlt tho 
public generally. 

24,005. With shelter accommodation P — Yes. 

24,908. Would you approve of n rule or byelaw con* 
fining the salo of miu'kotnblo commodities to that 
square, in order to concoutrulo thorn on tliafc spot? — 
1 would if thero was a ])ropor jjhico jn-ovided, but not 
otherwise. 

24.907. You object to this practioo of selling on the 

streets ? — Not at present, as the people have no other 
faoUitiea. i 

24.908. On principle, if the facilities were afforded in 
a proper building, yon think it would he desii'sble to 
re^ve them off the publio thoroughfare P — I do not 
trunk it would answer in this town to have the goods 
r^oved from the street, owing to the regulation of 
the town generally, hnt I do believe if there was a 
prOTer market-house here occupying a central position, 
and have the greater portion of the goods removed, it 
would be an advantage to the public. 

24.909. That is to remove what may suffer )iy ex- 
posure?— Teg. 


24.910. la there any butter brought hei'o ? — There in 
no butter market, and that in a great drawback. 

24.911. Butter is carried to the shopkoepers’ houses? 

— Yes. 

2-1,912. Could a butler market bo fosteivd here P 
What is the surrounding oonntiy P — Abnttor-in'odneing 
country. There is very little tillage. 

24.913. Where is the butter bought? — All in the 
Dublin markets. 

24.914. Do yon think, if there was a butter market, 
hero, the producav would deriro a laiger return, from 
the sale of the commodi^ than by sending it to Dublin 
and incurring the cost of transit P— I would not be iu a 
position to say that. 

24.915. Are you in ti-ade in the town P — am. 

24.916. What trade P — The groceiy and spirit trade. 

24.917. Do you think it would be advisable if the 
markets and fairs were removed off tho street? — The 
fairs could not be removed off the street. They arc in 
a very convenient place, and do not interfere with 
anything. 

24.916. Where are they held P— In the lower pait of 
the town, where there are few business houses. 

24.919. Is it a common P — ^No, it is not a common. 
It is one side of tho main slrect. The pigs aiv at one 
side, and cattle on portion of the main street. 

24.920. Wliy do yen say they could not 1« removed? 
— Not with aavantago tolho general public. Traders 
would object, and it is very convenient to the railway 
station. In Gorey there in a fair-greeu, and it is not 
used. Tho public streets are used. 

24.921. Does not the fact of the fail's being hold cm 
tho sti'cct uccosion much tilth and dirt ?— No doubt. 

2-4;9*22. Who cleans that away ? — The scavcugci* em- 
l>loycd by the sanitary authority. 

24,923. Dogs he perfurm that duty immediately aflcr 
the fairs? — ^Yes. 

2-1, 924’. Have you over heard cumphiuiLs that ho left 
it undone for a few days P — No special complaints. 

2-J',925. Have you heai'd complaiub* P— I have not. 

24.1K16. Havo you ever heard that accidents have 
happened Ijy the fact of the fairs being held ou the 
streetP — Tery rarely. I have heard of no accident hut 
one. 

24.927. Were animals injured ?— No animals injured. 

24.928. Are horses brought here P— The Commis- 
sioners tried to establish a horse fair, and it was a 
failure. 

24.929. None of the animals intermix with oaoh 
other? — No. 

24.930. From what districts would you say those 
animus are brought? — From nil tho auiToimdmg 
districts on towards Gorey on the one side, and 
Cronghcen on tho other. 

Gg 2 
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24.931. Within what distance P— Within a radiua of 
nine miles. 

24.932. Is there a good fish market here P— No. there 
U nob Tho fish women bring baskets of fiali to a 
comer, ami sell them there to people, who retail them 
in other poi*fcionB of tho street where they think they 
can Bell. 

24.933. Do they export the 6shP— There are local 
nnd other buyers who attend during the season according 
to the quantity of flah they enn got. 

24.934. Is that one of the chief trades here P— It was 
ono of the chief trades formerly, but there is a failure 
for the last four years, and the principal fishing business 
is carried on at other stations. 

24.935. Hare you any remarks to make or suggestions 
to offer that you think would tend to tho bettor working 
and management of the markets here P— I have no 
suggestion to make about the fairs. I believe they are 
carried on with satisfaction to the publie gcnorally, 
and I would not interfere in any way with the market. 
If the parties having it received compensation I think 
it would be an advantage to the public generally to get 
a central position for it, and have the market under 
public control, but I would not bo for taking up tho 
market at all until a centi-al position was got. 


24,930. Do you think there should bo a proper publie 
weighbridge nud scales, and if such wore provided 
that trade would bo carried on more satisfactorilv p-. 
I believe it is the greatest possiblo inconvoruenoe to 
tho geneml public not to have a weighbridge. Of 
course, it is owing to tho obliging dispositi^of ito 
firms liei'o to allow nartics who buy to weigh on their 
weighbridges, bub tho people have to go three-quaners 
of a mile. If there was a public ouncil it would bo a 
great convenience. 

•24.937. Do those firms lovy any charge ?— Yes, two- 
pence and sixpenco for hay. ’ 

24.938. Do they weigh tho empty cartP—They do 
always. Say a man brings in a load of hay, he has to 
go to Messrs. Korins’ yard, and then rotnra to have the 
oart weighed, nnd it is a matter of two hours’ work to 
havo the cart and hay woigho'L 

24.939. All that is obviated wliou the quantity is 
bought by estimation ? — ^Yw. 

24.940. Do you think tbo producer is more or less nt 
the mercy of tbo more oxjiuriuiicud buyeri n that case? 
— It is describod us happy-go-lucky. There havo bssn 
sovoral complaints mauo to mo about the want of s 
weighbridge. 


Mr. Eicoasd Koisok examined. 


24.941. Have you any observations to make or sugges- 
tions to offer P— For 60 years I remember the market, 
aud I used to buy corn, oats, and barley, and potatoes 
and so, and the markets were entirely larger m those 
days than at present, but I never heard any compliunt. 

24.942. They were always held on the same site os at 
present P— The very same. 

24.943. Do yon remember when the market was not 
held here p— No. It is held hero as long as I can 
rememher, and long before that, as 1 hoar. 

24.944. Do TOO remember when the eight fairs were 
held?— Ido. 

24.945. Do you remember when less than eight fairs 
were held ?— I do not 5 the eight fairs were held for 60 
years to my own knowledge, 

24.946. "What were the dates of them P — Tho 11th 
January, 22nd March, 19th April, 4th May, 28th June, 
9tb Angnst, 15tb November, 22nd September. 

24.947. Have yon ever purchased si these fairs your* 
self ?- 1 have. 

24.948. At the fairs here have they got the system of 
luck-penny P — Yes. 

24.949. Is there any rule regulating the value of that 
luck-penny for cattle P— No. That is given chiefly to 
the buyer to encourage him to corns again. 

24.950. There is no rule regulatbg the ^lue of it P— 
None. 

24.951. It is all left to the disposicion of the seller P 

Just so. 

24.952. Is there any fixed charge on pigs P — ^No. 

24.953. They do not give sixpence here P — Yos; that 
is stopped. 

24.954. By the buyer? — Yes; some times it is 
stopped, and more times it is given. 

24.955. Is it stopped out of the price oonfracted by 
him to pay? — Yes. If they see a miserly person they 
stop it, but if they see a man with an open disposition 
they leave it to himself, and expect more. 

24.956. In cattle it is never stopped hy the bnvere P 
— Never, unless there is a sciow like that. 

24.957. When contracting about the prioe of a head 
of cattle, do yon think the seller ever contemplates the 
value of the luck-penny he has to give when fixing on 
the price he requires for the animal P— They often, bay 
“clear to pocket” or something like that. Then the 
price is so much, and there is no luck-ponny. 

24.958. Have you ever heard of that in other fairs P 

Yes ; I oftenhonghtthat waymj^elf. It ia very rarely 
it happens ; you must get luck, no matter how it is. 


24.959. Do you romombor when tho sysbem of luck- 
penny was not in cxlsbonco P — No. It was always in 
existence to my knowlcdgo. 

24.960. Do you romcmlier whou there was no such 
charge as sixpence on pigs P — There was always some- 
thing given with pigs. 

24.961. Hod they ever a system of examining them 
for measles P— Yes, ia old times, ami they would return 
them. If you gave tho biiyora half a sovereign for the 
measles, they might take them bo<ck. 

24.962. Then they out down the price ? — Yes. 

24.963. That practice has gone out of existence P— 
Tea. 

24.964. Do you remember when that practice was 
resorted to P — I remember, I think, one instance. 

24.965. Was the sixpence luck-penny paid then, 
although tho price was cut down subsequently P— It 
was. 

24.966. You would not say tho sixpence was first 
started as an equivalent to the redaction that was 
formerly made iu tho contract price for the uieasles 
or any animals afl’oeted with them P — I think not. 

24.967. [Mr. Qoudon.) I think tho xmle was mode to 
have sixpence deducted for the purpose of meeting the 
expense of any pigs subject to the disease. 

44.968. You think, Mr. Condon, it owes its origin to 
that practice ? — ^Yoa, to tbo prectico of returning pigs 
affected with measles. Tho buyers aud public made on 
agreement to stop sixpenco on oaeb pig sold as an 
equivalent for any iuconveniouce caused by a pig 
having tho measles. 

24.969. Bvaminaiion of Mr. Muisoit. conUnHed. 

24.970. Is that tho only deduction from tho contra^ 
price of the pig P — ^Tcs. 

24.971. Is that deducted, no matter what is the siM 
or value of the pig P — For any pig value over 21. 

24.972. Did you know of a smaller luok-penuy on 

iga being dednetod P — Yes ; a penny when dealer* 

uy pigs for one or two pounds. 

24.973. It is regulated by the value of the pig; ovar 
2i. it is sixpence, and under 21. it ia loss ? — Yes. 

24.974. Is this system of luck-nonnv on sheep?— 
Decidedly. 

24,976. How is that regulated P — It is a matter of 
contract; threepence each on an average. 

24,976. And on calves P — Something like that. 
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Mr. Jouir HiUiNiciH oxEunined. 


24 977. Are you ft trader in the town f — Tos. 

24 978. Do you think the practice at preaeut oxtsting 
of holding the markets on the pablic thoronghfare and 
the atreota is satisrootory to the ti-adors of the town P — 
I do. 

24 979. Do yon think the farmers would like a 
remoral of them— the faira — to a properly enclosed 
fair green, and the markets to a properly euolosod and 
coTwed, market building f—l‘hey might prefer it if 
they had tiothiug to pay. 

24 980. Had yon any discussions with them P — A good 
many. 

24.981. Do not you think the farmers would pay a 
char^ if they got an ade(|uate rotarn is tho way of 
accommodation P— Is it to selier P 

24.982. If the market onthoriW, whoever that might 
be, provided proper market and bnildings with shelter 
accommodation, do yon think the farmers would object 
to pay p — Ithiidc on no oonsiderotion would they pay 
toll^ no matter what it was. It would destroy the 
whole town, and they would go to a place where they 
would nob have tolls to pay. 


24,98S. Do they always consider, when bringing their 
cniimoditlcB to tho market, whether ihoy have to pny 
toll or not ? — Yes. They wanted to leave tho crane to 
go to my yard to weigh in order to get it ima fVoe. 1 
am in me habit of baying oats and storing it in my 
yai-d, and they wanted to weigh there, so that they 
woold not have to pay at the crane. 

24.984. Have you any other observotious to make ?— 
I think tho market is in the proper plaeo to have it. 

24.985. That is, on tho pablic thoronghfare P — Yes. 

24.986. "Would not you say that iu wet weather some 
of the commodities nre damtiged and iiyured by 
exposure P — I do not know. 

24.987. Ton are a trader in the town P — I am. 

24.988. Is it for trade purposes you would object to a 
removal P — Not altogether, bat I know very well the 
morkete.woald not be as well attended if they hail to 
pay tollage for a new market. 

24.989. Have' you any suggestions to offer? — No 
auggestions. I think it womd be an injury to the 
tovm and the trade of the town if the market were 
removed. 


Mr. Bsunskb Keauksv. Town Commissioner, oxamiaod. 


24.990. Have yon any observations to offei- relative to 
the markets or fairs here, or any general obsei'vatinns 
as regards the markets and fairs throughout the oountry P 
—I think no change could be made that would be a 
benefit to the market here as far as my opinion goes. 

I think when people come in with commodities the less 
they have to pay the more satisfactory it is for them. 
As Mr. Hannigan wisely remai'ks, they go to places to 
get their corn and potatoes weighed for nothing if 
possible in order to avoid paying a penny a sack to the 
market'houBe. 

24.991. Do jon think a neoeasily exists for a publio 
scale and weighbridge ; do you think trade would be 
carried on more aatist^torily if all commodities brought* 
to the market were weighed at a public soole and 
weighbridge P — I think a weighbridge would bo an 
advantage to parties bringing large quantities of goods, 


but for sacks of com and potatoes there is every occom* 
modation to have them weighed. 

24.992. But Mr. Hannigan has mentionod that some 
farmers bringing in their produce to to him and to 
others sooner than go to the pablic scales to weigh there ; 
but if there was a rale restraiiiiiig private weighing, 
and all commodities were weighed at a public and 
independent scale, do you think mat would work better 
andmoresatisfactoriljaud more honest dealing between 
buyer and seller? — I don’t know. 

24.993. Have you ever heard of any inaccuracy in the 
weights ascertained at private scales?— No. I never 
heard of any. 

24.994. Have you ever heard of any inaccuracy 
in the public scales P — No. The police visit thorn 
occasionally. 


Mr. JouK STOBS7 examined. 


24,995. I believe you have a weighbridge in &ont of 
Mrs. Donnelly’s market-house P — ^Yes. If Mr. Donnelly 
would have control it would be satisfactory and there 
would be no ^ffioulty. It is the principal draw- 
back to the present system. Thirty years ago, as 
Mr. Hutson says, the markets were better than 
they are now, and if tho market was suitable thou it 
ought to be doubly more convenient now. Besides, I 
can't see wheiu the money is to be got to get a cover^- 
m shod. We arc limited to a shilling in the pound on 
to^hip property, and it would be a drag on mo town- 
ship to get these sheds which we could not afford. My 
Idea is to have a weighbridge erected. I have perfect 
confideuoe in Mr. Donnelly’s weighing, and if the 
weighbridge was there nothing would be wanted. 

!^,996. Is this market a wholesale market or do they 
Mil to the traders of the town? — They sell to everyone, 
oonie women go and buy commoditioa and retail them 
about the town ; others buy for consumptiou. It is a 
general market. 

24,997. Can a labouring man go to the mai'kot and 
a half stone of potatoes if he requires it? — 
He can. 

24^98. Have they got a scale to weigh them out ?— 
Mr. Donnelly will weigh a half stone at any time. 

24.M9. Does he levy any charge?' — Sixpence a 


25.000. Will he weigh in amaD quantities ? — Yes. 
They pay him sixpence. 

25.001. For the entire barrel P — Yea. 

25.002. No matter bow often they ntilise the scales P 
— Yes. I have often bought 20 bairels of onts and sent 
them up to Mr. Donnelly’s to be weighed, and go with 
them, 'because if weigned by me they might not be 
satisfied. 

25.003. You think a public scale would be the best 
applimico in the town, and would be more satisfactory 
for weighing than a seller weighing at his own scalo P 
— Yes. It would satisfy everyone. There is one other 
observation I wish to mike. Owing to the periodical 
d^titution of the town I think it wonUl be a great 
har^hip on the poor women selling fish to ran them 
into a fish market and confine th^cm to one place. 
Supposing the boats came in this evenli^ tho women 
woonl have to imu to get the fish for their sapper, and 
if there was a market they may not sell it. I can 
corroboi-ate Mr. Fitzhenry's statement. I bad a know- 
ledge of fairs for 20 years, and 1 have seen stock coming 
throngh fair-green gates cruelly knocked about, and 
inconvenience caused to the owners of cattle, and the 
cattle stopped or held nntil the tolls were paid._ That 
is a great inconvenience and it canaes groat dissatie- 
faction. 


Mr. Eodem Phi 

2S,(^ Have you any suggestionB to ofler ns to what 
would lead to the better management and 
working of tlie markets and fairs P— I can offer no 
®P>^on other than what yon Imvo heard in evidence, 
know, as fw as 1 can form an opinion, the existing 
comusodation is ample for the business with one 
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POTT examined. 

exception, and that is the want of a weighbi-idgn. 
That of course is a serious want. Where bads of Imy 
or straw are sold in the town to rather a limited extent , 
it would not he a very remunerative thing to get a 
weighbridge for the purpose, but it is occasiun^y a 
matter of serious importance, ond deters people from 
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briuging bay and straw to tho town. Tbs Messrs. 
Kerins are -very obliging to allow loads to bs weighed 
on their weighbridge, but there is a slops to bo 
OTor near the life-boat bridge, and tlio uoiso of tbeir 
feet frightens ths horses whoro they required to be 
rttopped. As for shelter in the market, it would be 
difficult to provide, and afterwards not bo of any great 
value. I have nob heard complaints about the weighing 
in the market. I believe there is the greatest confidence 
in Mr. Donnelly, and I have not beard anyone entertain 
an idea that there is a want of confidence or anything 
in that respect. If what Mr. Storey suggested could 
bo carried out, it would meet the public^ wishes and 
reqoiremonts — that is, to have in conjunction with tho 
existing weighing apparatus a weighbridge under 
Mr. Donnelly’s control. 


25,005. Have you hoard any complaints that any of 
those pen-shablo coraiuoditics have been depreciated in 
valno or quantity by oxiiosuroP — I have not. 

25,000. Have you over heard that accidents have 
liappcued Ijy thu fact of the fairs and markets beinff 
hold on the public tlioi'enghfaro P— I am not aware 
Mr. Condon hna referred to one, but I do not know of 
an instance. Stoeot accidouts wonld occur apart from 
tho fail's. 

25.007. Have you anything else to say P— T wish to 
remai-k that tho levying of tolls wonld have on injuiionB 
oiTcot on the markets and fairs. 

26.008. Have you had any experience of other 
markets and fairs ? — I have not. My oxporionce ia 
limited in that rospeeb. 


Mr. John Evans examined. 


25.009. (Wiinets.) I have a thorough knowledge of 
the town of Arklow for tho past 32 years, and I think 
the market-house is in the most central place in the 
town, but yet I lielieve it would be a gi'eat advantage to 
have a weighbridge. I have heard some objection by 
Mr. Philpott about the horses going to the weighbridge 
of the Messrs. Kerins, and if a weighbridge were in the 
TOorket-bonse it would do aw.T,y with his objection. 
There would be no want of confidence in Mr. Doiiuelly. 
At tho same time I would suggest other improvements: 
that is as to commodities left in the streets — vegctaliles 
for iMtonce. We go down the skeefc and find in various 
parts cabbages and potatoes on the ground, and no 
covering over them, and T have seen dogs commit 
nnisance on tbeso vegetables, which is not what it 
ought to bo. There is no protection to keep these 
things clean, I think that is a drawback which ought to 
be remedied if it could bo. As for having an enclosed 
mavket-honse, I feoa- the funds of tho Commissioners 
wonld not afi'ovd it. Arato of one shilling in the pound 
produces 180i., and to make an enclosed market ^ouse 
it would be rather expensive. I would further wish to 
remark the way the public arc treated when they go to 
ijuy their commodities. It is a matter over which Mr. 
Donnelly has no conti'ol. If I go down to buy a few 
barrels of potatoes women about that market-house will 
interfere with me, and say they were beautiful potatoes. 
She has never seen them; and once on buying tbeso 
potatoes I found they were not fit for human food ; they 
wore frost-bitten. 

25.010. Practically these women are brokers? — 
Yes. 


25.011. But has not the purchaser his owneaperienee 
to guide him in the selection of tho article he buys?— 
Not .so much. Tho women have a very good use of the 
tongue. 

25.012. Lj their persnaaive influence so great aa to 
make yon buy a bad article P — It is detcirent, and I 
would give thcao people money myself to buy potatoes 
sooner than go into the market. There was aa enclosed 
market built bore soiuo yoavs ago nearly opposite tie 
church. It was siiiuted by Rharclioldera, and after 
being orootod it did not take. 'ITiat is a covered-in 

lacu, and it is existing still, but not used ns a market- 

ouao. It is now private property. 

25.013. How is it utilised P — It belongs to Mr. Dun- 
loigh. I am one of the original eharcholdors. 

25.014. What hiisiucss ia done in it P — It is a hotel. 
It would not be near bo central as Mr. Donnelly’s. 

25.015. When was that building erected P — ^The lease 
was granted in 1856, and the building immediatelj 
commenced. 

25,010. The gentlemen who took poi't • in that and 
yourself must have deemed that a necessity existed for 
ft market building in tho town P — They did ; that was 
tho object of Imilding the place. It was a speculation 
and it failed. 

25.017. Wliatwasthc original capital subscribed?— 
700h or 800Z. in 101. shai’es. 

25.018. What are tho shareholders receiving from 
that P — por cent., but not ns a market; It ia a 
private concern now. 


Mr. Muheav examined. 


25.019. Have yon over sold stock at fairs where tolls 
were levied ? — 1 never sold anywhere, except at Gorey 
and Crongheen. 

25.020. Do you think, as a farmer, when you aro 
bringing yonr stock to fairs at which tolls are levied 
that in fixing tho contract price tho buyer would give 


you leas than if tho fairs were toll freo ? — I firmly 
believe a buyer would give mo as little as ho could. 

26,021. Do yon think in fixing the price ho considen 
the toll ho has to pay p — X bcliovo ho would. A weigh- 
bridge would bo voiy badly wanted hero if it could be 
erected. 


Mr. BiiEN^AN osaminod. 


25.022. Are you a fanner? — ^Tes. 

25.023. Do you agree in the observations of 
Mr. Mnrray? — Tes. 

25.024. Is there any other gentleman who has any 
obHervations to make relative to the inquiry in Arklow ? 
— No answer. 

A Mnuosiij,. 

25.025. {Mr. FUz-Senry.) There is a memorial which 
I %vish to lay before you aa regards the establishment 
of a fair in the village of Ovoca. It is a memorial of 
tbc inhabitants, 

25.026. He then produced the memorial, of which tho 
following is a copy : — 


To JogiH J. O’il'EAJlA, 

Assistant Oommiasiouer. 

Mbmobul of the Principal Inhahitaiits residing in 
immediate vicinity of tho village of Ovoca, county 
Wicklow. 

Tour Memoriahsts show that thei'e is a 
necessity existing for a monthly fair in the viUaS® 
of Ovoca. .. 

Ovoca is an important village situate about 
from each of following towns respectively, 

Bathdrum, and Anghrim ; there is no fair held at any 
place nearer to Ovoca than foregoing towns. . 
a railway station in village, also petty sessions 
post-office, constabulary bairnok, and Boman Oatn 
and Protestant places of worship. 
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Since Ovoca became a railway station tHo petty 
gessioQB court was tranBferred from rill^e of Bedcroas, 
a vfflage abone three miles distant, in which a fair 
had always been held up to about 16 years since, when 
the fair of Bedcross ceased to bo attended, owing to 
its being sitcuited at a considerable distance from a 
railway station, conseqneutly a great wont has since 
that period existed for a fair in rillaco of Oroca. 
Therefore yonr Memorialists oanicstly desire that a 
fur should be established in said Tillage of Ovoca, 
aod that facilities bo given to ns to legally establish 
snob fair withont incurring the large cost tind expenses 
necesaar}' in such cases. 

Bated this 29th November 1888. 


(Signed) James Gennaino, P.P. 

Arthur 0. Ilndaon, modical doctor, &c. 
Nicholas BariT, 0.0. , Ovoca. 

J. M. Robinson, elk., rector of Ovoca. 
R. Woloh, capt., J.P., Ovoca Lodge, 
Ovoca. 

Jamos Higgle, mines manager. 

Matt. H. Jones, Knockuauod Hill, 
Ovoca, county corouov. 

George Tuko, farmer. 

Jbs. Lovingston, farmer. 

Bdchard Murphy, farmer. 


John Browne. 

Prancis Hagan, ftumer. 

Geo. Hnnter, farmer. 

John Meagher, farmer. 

"William Tuke, farmer. 

John Kavonangh, former. 

Samuel Smith, farmer. 

Edwai'd DotIo, farmer. 

Nicholas Luuue, woollen monnfac- 
tnror. 

James Birch, farmer. 

John Brennan, farmer. 

Thomas Gill, shopkeeper, Ovoca. 
WiEiom Parrer, lanner. 

Patrick Moore, farmer. 

J. Howard Brooke, J.P. 

Edward Bury, farmer. 

Michael Olorke, farmer. 

William T. Pitzsimons, Ovoca, farmer, 
James Murphy, farmer. 

John Budcoll, farmer, KUqueoney. 
James Murphy, statiou-mostor. 

Ohorles James FitzHenry, Bally* 
cooleeu, Ovoca, town clerk of 
Arklow, and former. 


GORE Y. 


With reference to my inquiry in Gorey on the 3rd day of December 1888, 1 beg to 
report as follows : — 

Gorey is situated in the county of Wexford, and is a station on the Dublin, Wicklow, 
and Wexford Railway line. The town is prosperous, and has a fair trade in agricultural 
produce. Town Comm^sionera administer the local affairs, and the population 
is 2,450. 

The market day is Saturday. The fairs for 1889 will be held on Wednesday, 2nd 
January ; Saturday, 26th January (last Saturday of the month) ; Saturday, 2nd March 
(Shrove Fair) ; Satui'day, 16th March (St. Patrick’s Fair) ; Saturday, 20th April (Easter 
Saturday) ; Saturday, 11th May (2nd Saturday of the month) ; Saturday, 1st June (1st 
day of the month) ; Saturday, 22nd June ; Saturday, 13th July; Saturday, 3rd August 
(1st Saturday of the month) ; Saturday, 31st August (last Saturday of the month) ; 
Saturday, 28th September (last Saturday of the month) ; Saturday, 26th October (last 
Saturday of the mouth) ; Saturday, 30tli November (last Saturday of the month) ; 
Saturday, 14th December (2nd Satm-day before Christmas). 

A pig fair is held the day previous to the ordinary fair, except Good Friday Fair, 
which is held on the Tluirsday provious. 

The Town Commissioners make the necessaiy alterations in the dates each year. 

There are no tolls levied at the maikets or fairs, but at the former weighing charges 
are payable if any commodities are weighed. 

The market charges are the property of the Town Commission. There does not 
seem to have been any express authority for the markets or fairs in Gorey, as in 
Wicklow and Arklow. The fail- on the second Saturday before Christmas was esta- 
blished about three years ago, and the fair on 22nd June was removed from Banoge 
about two years ago. The other fairs have been held for a lengthened period. 

There is no scale of the weighing charges erected for public inspection, but a 
weighing machine is available for weighing loads. 

In accordance with my instructions I inspected the fair and market places. 

The fairs are held on the public sti'eets, and the animals, with the exception of the 
horses, intermix. 

The markets are held on the public streets also, but there is a building provided 
which is utilised as a weigh-house. There is a beam and scales, and, as before 

Gg 4 
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mentionecl, an ouncil provided at thm building for the accommodation of those 
frequenting tlie market, but tbo markot-bouse does not afford Bufl&ciont space, &c., and 
as a necessity tbe streets are availed of. 

A complaint was made of tbe inconvenience caused to some of the inhabitants ot 
the town by reason of the fairs being held on tho streets, but on the other hand a 
sti’ong opinion was expressed that the general trade would be materially affected if 
the fairs were removed from their present site. 

JOHN J. O’MBAEA, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Dublin. Assistant Commissioner. 


Gorey, 3rd December 1888. 


Mr. TiiOMAfl OTSbim, Town Clork, examined. 


25,027. Ton arc tho town clork of Gorey P — ^Toa. 

25,028-9. When were the Town Conunissionera esta- 
blished here ? — I think it was in 1858 or 1859 s nbont 
SO years ago. 

25,030. Are they the sanitary aothovity ?— No. 

25,081. Do they light and clean the town P — ^No, they 
havo nothing to do wiUi the cleanings they do tho 
lighting. 

25,0^. Do they exeonte the paring?— .Yes ; hat they 
do not aotnallj do paving, because they have the streets 
flagged. They get a grant from the grand jury for 
flagging the streets, and they have levied a charge on 
each peinon to pay portion of the expenses. 

25.033. The Town CominieBioueni are the owners of 
any market rights that exist in Gorey P — ^Yes. 

25.034. What is the market day here P — Saturday. 

25.035. Is that the special day allotted off foi- tho 

dispual and exposure of the different marketable com* 
moditiea brought here to Gorey P ^Yes. 

25.036. There is no other day on which they are 
exposed ? — ^Tbere is no market day hnt that. 

25.037. ^Vhat fairs are held here P — 15 every yeai-. 

26.038. Will yon kindly mention the dates P— Tho 
flrst fair is on tho 2nd January. 

25.039. Is it always on the 2nd January ?— Yes, 
these years past. The 1st of January is a holida)'. 

25.040. When is the next fair P— On the 26th Jannoiy 
and the others on the 2nd Moroh, 16th March, 20th 
April, 11th May, 1st June, 22nd June, 13th July 
3rd August. 31st August, 28th September, 26th Octo- 
ber, 30th November, and 14th December. 

25.041. Are they always held on these dates ?— They 

are ; they vary a little. ^ 


25.042. Were they held on these dates, bub nob days, 
last year P — ^No ; it is the days they are held on. The 
dates are the some, but the days vary. There jb a 
mooting of the Town Commissioners held every year 
for the purpose of striking out the fairs each yew with 
as little variation as possible. They fix on Satiirdav 
as the day of the fairs, so as not to clash with the 
neighbouring fairs. 

25.043. There is a pig fair held the day previous to 
each fair, except Good Friday?— Yes, but the Good 
Friday fair is changed to the Thursday before Good 
inday. 

25.044. There are 15 fairs held here P — Yes. 


Do yon remember any period when there 
re less than 15 ?— I think only 14 abou ' 


i about three years 


25,04iG. 'Whivt one wan added Ihroo'yoars ago?— The 
second Saturday boforo Ohristmoa was added. 

25.047. Is it always tho socond Saturday before 
Christmas, that particular dayP— Yoa. There wss 
another fair also addod lately. 

25.048. What other fair was added lately P— He 
Banogo fab-. 

25.049. What date is that P — The 22nd June. 

25.050. Were these tho only two fairs added reoentl? t 
— I think BO. 

25.051. Were tho other 13 held for any length of 
time previous P — They were held os long as I remember. 
The fair in Banogo was held in a field out the towu, 
on annual fair, and for the ennvonience of buyers the 
Oommiasionors brought it into the town. It was very 
unpleasant to havo cosh ti'ansaotions done in the open 
field, where thero was no house. 

25.052. Was it hold any distance from the town?— A 
mile or a mile and a half. 

25.053. When wtve it brought in hero ?— About two 
years ago. 

25.054. Who exercised any rights? — Lord Courtney. 
Tolls were levied } they wore taken at the gap. 

25.055. Ai>o tolls levied at present P — No. 

25.056. Then it was changed from boiug a toll fiur 
to a toU-freo one P — Yes. 

25.057. Wore tho other 13 fairs hold for any length 
of time ? — Prom time immomorial. 

25,050. Tho whole 13 P -Yos. 

25.059. Aro all tbe 15 fairs now hold on tho seme 
site? — YeB, on the streets. 

25.060. Have yon any particnlnr streets allotted off 
foj' the expoBure of tho dul’crent spooies of aiiimalaP— 
No, only for the horse fair. 

25.061. Do they all intorm’ix,— tbe cattle, sheep, an^ 
pigs P— Tho pigs are the day previous to the cattle. 

25.062. Do the cattle and sbeep intermix? — 
They do not actually intermix ; they are up and doTO, 
and the people have rooogniaed plaoos, though mey 
aro not bound to go bo them. 

25.063. Where are tho markets held? — In the etreet 
too. 

26.064. Have yon any market buildings erected 
here P — ^Nothing but the market house. 

25.065. There is a market houso erected ? — ^Yee. 

25.066. How is that building utilised P — ^ere i® * 
public scales in it belonging to the Commissioners. 
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25.067. Wlio managoB it? — I do. I nni town olofk 
and wfligh-masber. 

25.068. Haro yon anybody else to aasisb you there P — 

I do haTO a person oa Saturday. 

25.069. Do yon give a ticket denoting the weight P — 
Yes. 

25.070. You only perform the clerical work ? — That 
is all. 

25.071. What facilities do yon aObi-d for weighing tho 
commodities. How many bcoma and scales have yon P 
— Two ; only ouo in nso. 

25.072. Have you a woighbridgo P — Yea, there is an 
onncil. 

25.073. Have you any small scales for retailing pur- 
poses P — 2To. 

25.074. Is that the market bnildins I passed coming 
np to the court-house — an open plaoo P— Yos. 

25.075. The markets are hold outside p — Yes. 

25.076. And the people expose all tlieir commodities 
outside ou the road P — Yes. The carts with potatoes 
and oats come in on the streets. 

26.077. What charge do you levy at tho markets P — 
A penny a draft for oats and potatoes and twopence a 
stone for wool. 

25.078. Have you got a list of tho charges erected in 
the market place P — ^Yes. 

25.079. Have you any here P — Ho, they are posted on 
the placard. 

25.080. Whatotber chaTgea have yon besides a penny 
a draft on potatoes and oats and twopenco a stone for 
Trool P — Thera would be twopenco for a cool of butter 
and threepence on the weighbridge for weighing a load 
of hay or coal. 

25.081. 1 snppoae a load, irrespective of what the 
load might be P — Yes. 

25.082. What other charges have you P — That is all. 

25.088. Have yon any standing obargoa P— Ho. 

25.084. You lovy nothing on the people standiog on 
the street ? — No. 

25.085. Have you any portion of this market hnilding 
cut off? — Ho. 

25.086. Supposing they did not sell all their com- 
modities on a market day and wished to store them up 
in this building, can they do so P — They might at their 
own risk, bat they wonld not do it. 

25.087. Yon would charge nothing if they did? — I 
was never asked to store them. 

25,1^. Wonld you have storage if it was required P 
— Tea. The buteners kcop stalls there sometimes. 

25.089. What do yon receive from them P — I do not 
receive anything. 

25.090. You allow them to avail themselves of it 
gratuitonaly P — Yes. It is the custom for them to 
use it. 

25.091. As a shambles ? — Yes. 

25.092. Snpposing a mau camo in with a load of 
potatoes in sacks and weighed each individual sack, 
what wonld you charge him if there were 12 in the 
loadP — A penny for each sack. 

25.093. If he weighed the entire load together at the 
ouacil, what would you charge P— Threepence. 

25.094. If they only brought in two stoneand welshed 
them at ^e scales what would you charge P— They 
would hare to pay a penny. 

25.095. Ho matter ^Yhat the weight is to bo weighed, 
or no mattor the quantity, you charge a penny for oats 
or potatoes P — I would. 

25.096. How ore tho iKitotocs bought by tho people ? 
—By the baiTel. 

2,5.097. What ciuantitv docs tho barrel contain? — 
24 stone. 

25.098. Do they always bring them in barrels P — Ob, 
DO ; in sacks. 

25.099. Do you weigh the boiTel together? — Ho. 
Whatever the sack hol^. The sack does not hold a 
barrel. 

25.100. What is tho lowest weight you weigh pota- 
toea with. Do you weigh down to a half stone ?— Half 
a atone. 


25.101. You do not weigh under it P — No. 

25.102. Do you give a cast of tho beam whon weigh- 
ing P— Yes. 

25,10.1. Host the hoard of the scales touch the ground? 
Ho, a-cook. 

25.104. If it does not make np the seven pounds the 
buyer gets tho benefit ?— Yes. 

25.105. If they brought in a saok that weighed 
12 stone 6 pounds, yon woi:ld put that down os 12 stooo' 
on the ticket? — That is nil. 

25.106. Do you always estimate the taro of tho sock? 
— As a goiiornl rule tho seller always alh>ws half a 
stone to the buyer for tho sack of potatoes. 

25.107. So, then, if thero wiis a sack of poUilocs, tho 
actual weight of which would be 12 stone 6 pounds, you 
wonld only put down as 1 1 stone and a half? — I wonld 
put 12 stone giM>8s. 

26.108. But the seller would only be paid for 11 etone 
and a half? — Yos. 

25.109. Is the tare always estimated? — It is os a 
general rule. It is arranged between the buyer and 
seller. 

25.110. You take no cognistmee at all of the taraP — 
No. 

^25,111. Bat the practice is always to estimate itP — 

25.112. In case of dispute between them, and their 
not agreeing to the tare, would you weigh tho empty 
sack?— I would if they braugbt it into me. 

25.113. Have you done so ? — Yes. 

25.114. Did yon levy any additional charge P — ^No. 

25.115. Supposing they brought potatoes to the 
market and exposed them for sale, and sold them, Wt 
did not wei^h at your scales, would you seok for this 
chai'ge P — £so, it has never been done. 

25.116. They have always weighed at yonr scales? — 
Ho. What I mean is the Commissioners never look for 
or enforce the charge. 

25.117. You only receive this charge whon yon 
perform the service of weighing the commodity P — Biat 
is oil. 

25.118. Do yon give a printed ticket denoting the 
gross weight P — ^Yes. 

25.119. In weighing corn what is the lowest weight 
you ose P — Four pounds and two pounds. 

25.120. Do yon always weigh down to two pounds? — 
Generally. 

25.121. Is it the gross weight you put on the ticket ? 
—Yes. 

25.122. Yon never take any cognisance of the tare of 
a sack of corn P — Ho. 

25.123. What is the customary allowanoeP — Some 
allow four pounds aud more — a half stone — according 
to the sort of sack. 

25.124. Wonld the deduetions of seven pounds for a 
sack on ordinary occasions he the some on a very fine 
day as on an extremely wet day, when the sack was 
completely saturated with wet P — That would be between 
buyer and seller. 

25.125. Do they allow anything additional in cases 
like that P — Well, sometimes 1 think they do. 

25.126. Have you known cases to have occurred of 
yonr own knowledge?— I heal'd tho buyer and seller 
dispute, saying the sack was wet, and to allow a quarter 
of a stone more. That would not interfere with me ; it 
is no business ofmiue. 

25.127. It is the practice to leave it to any ngreemeut 
they oomo to ? — ^Yes. 

25.128. Thero is no rule regulating that in the market 
place between bnycTBondaellersP— Ho. 

25.129. No matter what quantity of corn they bring 
in you charge a penny a draft? — Yes. 

25.130. Butter is brought in here too P — Sometimes. 

25.131. Is firkin butter over brought hero? — Yes. 

25.132. What wonld you charge on a firkm ? — It is 
the one price ; twopence for a draft of butter. 

25,138. If thoy brought in a lump of butter would yon 
ohorgo twopence? — ^There are no lumps weighed. They 
would wait until they go into the shops. 

H h 
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25,134. Yon liaTO weighed cools and firkins in the 
market P— Yes. 

25,185. HaTO you weighed firkbis yourself P — I 
weighed tubs. 

25.136. Do you toss tbo butter out of tbo tulis in 
order to drain them before weighing P — They toss them 
out. [^ey take the butter completely out of the cool. 

25.137. Down to what weight do you weigh butter P 
“Down to a pound. 

25.138. Always? — Yes. 

25.139. Is there any deduotiou from that woiglit yon 
osoortain P — ^No. 

25.140. You allow nothing for any huttoi' that would 
cling to the scales or for soakago or salt ? — ^No. I weigh 
it there by standing beam or theronhoiits. 

25, 1-41. "When weighing the firkin would yon strip tho 
latter ? — ^No. 

25.142. Would yon drain it at idl ? — No. Just weigli 
it by gross weight. 

25.143. |You would only denote the gross wmght on 
the ticket P— That is all. 

£5,14-1. Wliat tavo would ho allowed botwecji the 
buyer and seller for tho firkin ? — I could not say. 

25.145. Is the tore over hi-anded by the cooper on tlio 
lirkin p — never saw it. 

25.146. You have no cognisance at all of wlmt tho 
tare of a firkin of butter would ho P — No. I snpposo 18 
or 19 pounds. 

25.147. How 18 that re^ilated P — Tho seller nllow.si^ 
to the buyer for she weight of the tub. 

25.148. 18 or 19 pounds P— Yea. 

25.149. Must there be any given quantity in the gross 
weight before tho 18 or 19 pounds arc allowed P — They 
go by judgment and sometime.s strip them and weigh 
them. 

25.150. If there is any dispute you weigh ? — Yes, but 
it is very seldom done. If the seller wiw not allowing 
enough to the buyer the buyer would ubjeub and liavo 
tiic timber weighed. There is more allowed on a 
12 stone cask, I think it is 22 or 23 poimds. 

25.151. Would yon kindly moutlou the differont 
marketable commodities brought into the market, 
whether you receive any charge on them or notP— I 
receive no charge for anything only wlmt is weighed. 

25.152. Elindly mention the difiereut cominoditicB P 
— Hay, straw, oats, barley, wheat, potatoes, wool, hay- 
seed, chickens, beans, vegetablea, hides, tnrf, lime, 
eggs, butter, gates, baskets, tnbs. 

25.153. Wliat do they generally contain P — They are 
empty baskets and tnbs for sale. 

25.154. They expose all these commodities in tho 
market place ? — Yes, on the public street. 

25.155. Do they erect any standings there? — They 
do sometimes. 

25.156. On the roadside? — In the street. Thoy 
occupy a space in the ])ubHc sti'cct 

25.157. Is it over tho public street P — T'es. 

25.158. Is the public thoronghfaro completely olj- 
HtructcdP— No i thev have a fine wide street, and they 
stand near the pathway. I think it would bo well to 
mention that there have been places ananged for each 
commodity to be gold in the town, but unfortunntely 
tbnt has liecome veir confused, and I do not think the 
orrangement is earned out. 

25.159. Who regulated that order?— The Town Com- 
missioners, 28 years ago. 

25.160. Are there any printed rules regulating tbo 

market? — Yes; that is up ontsido the mu-ket house 
but I think tho print is obliterated. ’ 


25.161. Is it BO ]>lacod that tho public can rend it?— 
Yes. I know I enu rca<l it niysolf. 

25.162. Have yon only oiio ticket to give doiiotiog 
tho weight of tbo commoditios, or have you one for 
each commodity P — No ; I have only one sort of 
ticket. 

25.163. Is it a printed form P — Yob. 

25.164. Do you koop a block of itP — ^Y ob. 

25.165. How long do you roLain that block? — 12 
moutbs. 

25.166. Thoro is no rale in Lho inarkofc prohibiting 
tho side of oommoditios miloss thoy arc woLghed at 
your Bcales P — No. 

25.167. Tlioy can aoll to whom tlicy please, and weigh 
where thoy iilotvso ? — Yes. 

25.168. Yon got no charge on such uccaaions P — ^No. 

25.169. It is a merely voluntary fooling directs them 
to your BcaloB P — Yes. 

25.170. Is thoix! any nilo exhibitod in tho market 
place, whether printed or not, boewoon buyer and seller, 
restraining tho aalo of luiy jHirticular commodity, 
excejit through agents or lirokcrs or ruuuors P — No, I 
do not boliove thevo is. 

25.171. Tbo fanners can soil I o whom thoy |)lenao 
thcmsoh'os P — Yos. 

25.172. Do they expose 1ml, ter on tho roadside P— On 
tho street. 

25.173. Do you over hoar the lUvmorH complain in 
inclement weal, bur, or on a very warm tlay, that the 
blitter dolerioralod in qnantity liy e.jrposnro ? — I never 
heard them say ih I'lio biitt4.-r docs nut como so 
plenlilhlly i-xcupL in Humruor Lhuu, oxcupt by women, 
who bring in «ovon or eight ponmts. 

25.174. Is it generally brought in rolls?— Yes. 

25.175. And taken aromid to di lloront iieojilo in tho 
town P— Yob. 

25.176. You receive no chargo from Ihcso women ?— 
No. 

25.177. Do yon over weigh cuitlo at the ooucilP— 
No. 

25.178. Is it cupablo of weighing cattle P — ^No. 

25.179. Snppoaing it was roquirod Crom tho Town 
Oominis-sioncrB to ruako a iKu'iodical return of the 
current prices of those different cnminodities brought 
into the market place and oxpnsod for sale on market 
day, do yon thuik it could bo kept P lam not asking 
yon to do it, but would it bo possiblo to make such a 
return ?— I tbink it would. 

25.180. When making up tbo weight in tho ticket, 
do you ever make up tho accinmfe lor tho buyer and 
BoUerP— No, unless to obligo tliom. 

25.181. linvu you ever dono roP — I t is not cus- 
tomaiy. 

25.182. Do tlicy over ask you P— I liavo boon asked 
constantly. 

25.183. You iiear tho cuuLiuct price agreed onP— 
I may. 

25,1&L. Bup]iosiiig it was roquirod to niuko a return 
of tho contract price or enrrunt price of the com- 
moditios, is it poHsiblo to niaku such a return ; in other 
woi'de, do you tbink tho buyer and eeUer would toll the 
truth if you inquired from tbom P — 1 would not believe 
them. 

25.185. Had yon over reason to doubt them? — I had, 
bmidrods of Umoe. 

25.186. Would you ho ufraid it would entail more 
labour ? — It is not that. 


Pathick Bthne, Esq., Chairman of the 

25.187. Yon are the chaii-man of tho Town Commis- 
sioners ? — Yes. 

25.188. Did yon ever hear from any of these farmers, 
directly or indirectly, that their commodities have boon 
lessened in value or quantity by oxi»Bure on tho public 
streets of the town P— I never did. 

_ 25,189. Did you ever hear in reference to the market 
in Corey that it was necessary to provide market build- 


Town Oominissioiiors, oxainiiiod. 

ings with shelter oocommodation P— It has boon talked 
of a good many years, but it would cost a great deal of 
expense in the town. 

25.190. Apart from Uio exponso iioccsuarDy incurred, 
do yon think a noceasity orists for such a market place P 
— ^It would he a great aooomraodivtion to tho people. 

25.191. If provided, do yon think it would improve 
the market? — I think it would. 
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25|1^- That is a baildtng where proper shelter aceom- 
iDodation would be ofibrdcd for the didbi-ent commodi* 
ties ? — Yes. 

25.193. In a ooso like that, sopposing it was crcolod, 
woold you be in favour of a itilo i-estraininff the solo of 
any commodity elsewhere than in that place P — Tliat 
would be a Toi-y serious thing to tlo. It would be a 
great accoRimodatioii to the town to have a place for 
vegetables, Ssh, and meat; but then tax the onrn com- 
ing into the town and the produoc of the fanners, is 
that what you moan ? 

25.194. No, but a nilc restraining the exposure of 
commodities olsewbcvc, so that some would not avail 
themselvcd of the inarkot ]]lnco, aud otiici's go where 
they wished P — I do nut Uiiuk tho people of the town 
would have it so strict. 

25.195. Whon you say the pooplo of tho town, would 
yon say the traders P — The timers tuid farmers. 

25.196. Docs not the fact of tho markets being bold 
on the public street occasion much iiltb and dirt? — 
They do. 

25.197. Who cleans that P — The contractor. 

25.198. Have you ever heard complaints that he 
neglected his du^ ? — No. 

25.199. Do they cause any ubsiruction to jicuple 

aseiog to aud fro P — It docs fiuinctiui«is, but tho market 

ocs not last long. 

25.200. Would yon say the tradoi-s of tho town 
approve of the present system of holding tho niai'kots 
on the streets P — The people do not make any complaint 
about it. 

25.201. If any gi’ievance exists the ti'oders would put 
up with any inconvenicuco for trade puiposcs? — Yes. 
In^era would like to be us supple and obliging os 
possible to tho pco]>le coming to the nmi'ket. If a 

K rson comes and stands outside tho door they would 
•him stand for an hour or two hours, and then his cart 
would go away into tho main sti-ccl) or any other street. 

25,2(@. Do tho police regulate tho order in tho 
market P — The police, and Mr. O’Neill, and the town 
inspector. 

25,203. Is this a good mai’kot town? — It is pretty 
goodl 

25,204. You never keep any record here in the Town 
Commissioners’ office of the quantity of the differont 
commodities brought in P — No retuim at all, except wo 
may get a return from the railway of tho number of 
pigs taken out of the fair. 

25,205. Do yon keep any rccoi'd of Ihe markets ? — No 
record, only fi-oni tho scales. 

25,20(1. Do you think the weighing at a public scale 
is butter, ami toads to more liouest ilculing between the 
buyer and seller than to liave tho weight asoertained at 
a private scale?— 1 think it is. It would bo a gi-oat 
matter to have that slato of things existing. 

25,207. Would yon approvo of, or do yon think n 
necessity exists for a rule restraining tho weighing of 
commodities elsewhoi'c than at a public andinrlcpenuont 
scales? — ^I think tho feelings of tho Commissioners were 
that all corn coming into the market, and sold in the 
market, should bo weighed at a public scales. 

25,208. What was the reason they assigned for that 
suggestion. Did they ever hear any comj^ints of auy 
dishonest weighing at private scales ? — Tnc idea was it 
would bo a benefit to the town. 

25,209. They would only require such byelaw foi" the 
purpose of increasing the revenue P— Yes. 

25,210. It is not for any public convouicnce that 
might be derived fro;n it P--I think not. 

25,211. It was purely their desire to inoroaae tho 
revenue that actuated them in that suggestion? — Yes ; 
for instance, wo have a town rate, and do all we can 


bo give accommodation to the puhlio. It is veiy hard 
when tho people come and sell that theygivo no benefit 
to the public scales or the ratepayers of the town. 

25,312. Did you ovoi' heai* complaints from the buyer 
or seller that the accurate weight has not been aacer* 
tained at any of the private scales? — 1 could not answer 
that diieotly. 

25.213. Individually, do you think it would be better, 
leaving aside your capacity os chairman of ibc Town 
Commissioners and youi* desire to augment the funds 
of the Commissiou, do you think it would be bettor to 
have all commodities weighed at a public scale where 
they would act independently of buyer and seller? — ^I 
tbiiik it would, aud if put into prsctice iu a short time 
tbu people at lai'ge would be satisfied. . 

25.214. Have you ever heard any inaccuracies in the 
public Bciile ? — ^No ; it is tested every year. 

25.215. Tho police always call on tho ordinary occa- 
sions P — Yes. 

25.216. Do you thiuk tho fact that no charts ai'o 
levied on those marketable commodities brought into 
this market, except wbeu weighed, tends to develop 
tlio market or to increase it ? — I think if all corn or 
produce was weighed at the public scales it would not 
interfere with the moi'kcts — ^the inci ease or decrease of 
tho supply from the counti-y. 

25.217. Is that because they have mi other place to go 
to ? — No. Auy trader in tho town who buys oats 
weighs it iu his own shed. 

25.218. Would necessity compel the farmers to come 
hei’c to Gorey P — No. There are two othei' markets. 

25.219. Within easy reach of them? — Yes. Eniiis- 
corthy is the nearest, and Arklow. 

25.220. You would not say if a toll was levied, or a 
chiu-go on the commodities brought in, that chat would 
act as a doton'cnt on. people bviugiugtheir commodities 
into the market ?— I do not think it would make much 
diffcreuco. 

25.221. That is to Gorey in particular. Have you 
any experience of other markets but Gorey ? — ^No. 

25.232. You have no tolls at the fiidrsP — ^No. 

25.223. Were tolls ever leviod at the fairs in Gorey? 
— I do not think they were. 

25.224. Do you remember when there was a leser 
number than tnc 13 fairs that have been named P — 
long as I remember there were always 13. 

25.225. Always held on the street?— Yes. 

25,220. And tolls never levied at any of them? — 
Never. 

25,227. Have you anything else to say? — There is a 
grievance ns to hawkers going almnt with m's selling 
goods, llicy come on tho cientro nf the atieot and 
occupy space. They come there and sell as well as 
shopKccpcra who pay taxes. It is a grieTOnce that 
these pfsoplo could not 1m boxed, or somethiug put on 
them. 

25,22B. Is that a grievance of the shopkeepers? — 
Yes. 

25.229. Who trade in similar commodities ?— -Yes. 

25.230. Ai'O these hawkers ? — Yes. 

25,281. Arc they licensed hawkers ?— Yes, they must 
be licensed. 

25.233. 'They do not reside in Gorey ?— No. 

25.233. They erect standings on tho street? — Yes, 
and put a cover over them. 

25.234. What commodities do they expose there ? — 
Dra])cry goods and hardware, boots und snnes. 

25.235. Is it on market clay they come? — On market 
days aud fair days as welL 


Major-General Goisk, J.P., examined. 


_ 25,236. (TTiiness.) There is one thing I um intwested 
m with regard to the fairs, and ns I fbund you sitting 
I want to bring it forward. It is simply a matter of 
disgraco to the town, aud the Town Commisaioners told 
mo they had no power to aiop it. All tho cattle arc 
stalled on the pavement, and the consequence is it is a 
disgrace to the town and tho entraiico to tho sho|j3. 
I speak on bohalf of tho churchwarden. Tho church is 


outside and tho cattle arc stalled in Trout of it, and no 
person can get insido or outside the church wilhoul 
possiug through the filth caused, and, ou one occasion 
1 spoaK of, it was two inches deep where people hail bo 
got into the school or church. I think it is a disgrace 
to tho town. It is injurious to the cnttlo oUu. Thero 
were two accideiits arising from it, tho oatblo having 
tbcii' shoulders put ont by slipping on tho pavemout. 

H h 2 
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The peraoa I woe told this by boag;ht a bollock, and 
absolutely refused to take it when iiyored. I do not 
see what advantage it is to anylwdy to have tliesa fairs 
on the streets. It is a disgraceful condition of things, 
and if this Commission on Markets and Tolls had any 
•way of meeting the difficulty it would bo_ a great 
advantage to the town as well os to those outside it. 

25.237. Do you think the roost suitable place to hold 
the fairs is a fair green, properly enolosedP — I am told 
with respect to that, for I have beon making inquiries, 
that a large spa<» of the ground at the top of the town 
was origiually^ intended for a fair gruen, and they 
considered it inconvenient ond it fell into disuse. 

25.238. Do yon think an enclosed fair green is tho 
proper placo apart from its suitability P — Tho public 
streets is nob the proper plaoo. 

25.239. You have heard cases of animals being 
injured ? — I know two. 

25.240. Have they been recent P— It vras when I first 
began to speak againsl them. 

25.241. The buyer refiised to complete his contract 
iu ooiiecqnencc of the injuries sustained by tho animal P 
— Yea. Mne U hearsay erideucc. What I have said 
was told me, hot I have no doubt the person who told 
me will come forward and apeak, if necessary. His 
name is Mr. Eedmond, of Mill Mount. 

25.242. Have you hod any experience of fairs othor 
than those held in Gorey P — ^X?o. 


25,243. Have you hoard, from any great number of 
people complaints of tho fairs being held in the streets f 
— Yos, and the churchwarden wonid be hear only he is 
very ill. I speak on bolialf of a pnblic body. 

25,244'. Hava they disouHSod this ? — Yes. Indeed we 
have. 

25,245. Were any represontations made to the Town 
Commissioners to provide a fair greon P — Yos. 

25,2^. With whiit result? — That they had no power. 

25.247. Do the samoobsorvatioiis apply to the markets 
or are they confined to tlio fairs P — Yea, only about the 
cattle. Yon onn picture to yonr own mind tho ca^ 
casting their filth on tho pavement, and in wot weather 
it remains there, and that oauaes the danger. 

25.248. Do they como on tho patlnvay as well as on 
the road P — Tea. 

25.249. Yonr body have control over the school P— 
Yea. 

25.250. Do the okildrun got a holiday on fair dayP— 
Yes, to avoid any accident. It is a national board 
school, and the rule used to be to givu a whole holiday 
to the schools on u fair day and a half-holiday on 
Saturdays. Thcro is ono thing, tUo schools were used 
for preparation for Sunday schools. I luive aeon children 
comiug for the examinations pruvions to Snnday, and 
in this respect thero is the greatest complaint. Ladies 
coming there liavo to get some kindly baud to got the 
cattle away, and thou with cou.sidorable difficulty they 
got in on tip-too. 


Mr. ?si£B Ebsuohd examined. 


25,251. Have yon any experience of the fairs here? — 
Yes. 

25,262. Do you ever buy and sell P— Yes. 

25.253. What trade are yon in P — Tho grocery 
business. 

25.254. Do you object to the removal of the fairs P— 
By ull means. 

25,235. Is that because it would injure youi' trade P — 
No, because where I au\ situated they arc no heuefit to 
me, but it would injure other traders. 

25.256. Have you heard complaints that onv animals 
were injured or that accidents happen^ to tiie people 
or children of the town ? — Not one. 

25.257. Is the dirt cleaned off the street immediately 
after the fair?-lt is not, and it should be. 

26.268. I suppose the traders have to perform that 
duty very often themselves ?— Tes, if it is on their path 
opposite the door, but what General Guise speaks about 
is the church and school. 

25.269. Have the children who attend there been in 
any great danger from the animals in the fair P— They 
generally get a holiday on a fair day. 

25.260. Is that to save them from accident ?— It is 
the usual rule to give them a holiday. 

25.261. Have yon had any conversations with the 
farmers roncerning itP— I had not, but my own ox- 

erience is that they cannot go elsewhere, because the 

uyera will not go. 

25.262. Supposing a suitable fair green was provided 
for all cattle, and a rule restraining tho sole or ex- 


posnre of cattle except in this fair green, the b'uyera 
must necessarily go to tho fair green to purchase. ^ 
you think that would work better than the present 
system P — I do not think so. 

25.263. Will not tho buyers go to tho placo where the 
supply of cattle is to bo had P — Naturally. 

25.264. Have they cot tho system of la^k-uennv at 
these foivs P— Yes. 

25.265. Is there any imlo regulating the value of the 

luck-penny between buyer and seller ? No. 

25.266. It is left to the diapcaition of the seller P — 
Yes, except on pigs. 

25.267. There is something fixed on pigsP — Yes, 
sixpence a pig. 

25.268. In the case of cattle tho contract price is paid, 
and subseoueutly tho seller gives the luck-jienny to the 
bnyor P— Yes. 

25.269. Is tho samo oonrsco adopted with reference to 
pigs or does tho hnyer stop it P — It is stopped on pigs. 

25.270. What gave riao to stopping that sixpence? — I 
do not know. 

25.271. Did they over atop nnylhing in days gone by 
for measles iu piga P— They used to dt) it. Tboslxpencs 
is for that. 

25.272. As matter of fact ytm state that the sixpence 

is given os an equivalent lor any dodnetion moue for 
diaeaso iu the pigs P ^It is. 

25.273. That sixponco is always paidP— Yes, these 
20 years. 


Mr. W r L T.iAK Gbahui, Town Oommiasionor, examined. 


•^,274. You areconnected with the fanning interest? 


25.275. Yon buy and soli at tlie fairs P— Yes. 

25.276. Supposing a properly enclosed fair green was 
provided here with sufficient shelter accommodation 
and opportunities for displaying your stock, would you 
object to paving a small charge for that accommodation P 
—I ttiuk the tarmera of the neighbourhood are well 
satisfied with the fairs tho way they are an-anged at the 
present time. 


2o,277. What reason do yon give for that ?— The fair 
green 13 not wanted. There was a fair green heretofore 
aud the Enniscorffiy farmers who resorted to the town 
wonid not hare it at alL There is ample .•vccommo- 
datiou in the town of Gorov for sheup, bullocks or 
anything that comes into it. 


25,278. What accommodation P — Every street. There 
is a fine street going to tho railw'ay, and other streets, 
and I for ono protest against having a lair green. 

25,276. la that as a farmer ? — Yes, I farm 175 acres 
of laud. 

25.280. You have uqvcx known a easo whore your 
stock have been injured?— -Novor. Not ono of ffiein 
ever met with a mishap. 

25.281. Has a Layer boon at any loss by stock sold 
to him being subsequently injurodP — None whatever. 
I never heard of a beast I'aUing on their knees. 

25.282. Have yon ever heard such happened? — I 
might if a beast is ■walking up the public street and 
another beast at her. Last Saturday, in the most con* 
venieut place, , a beast was knocked down and broke her 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton 1 .ibrary Digitisation Unit 
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



245 


leg, and it was not in the fair at all. That ocoors with 
cattle where they rash at each other, 

26.283. When this rash happened on the pnblio street 
were passengers going to auu fro? — This was not in the 
public street. 

25.284. Did you otot buy cattle by live weight? — 
No. 

25.285. Did you over sell them by live weight ?— 
Never. 


25.286. Do you thinh it would be a better course for 
you than to sell them under the present system P — 
would sooner buy them and not have them weighed 
at all. 

25.287. In that case woald you have the advantage 
over the seller in estimating the weight of the animal? 
— I would not boy a cow by the weight. 

25.288. You think you could make an accurate esti* 
matiou of the value of the animal P— Yes. 


Mr. Bbosaild Flusk examined. 


25.289. Have you anything to say rolntive to the 
observations olrondy made P— I am a butcher, and I hold 
150 acres of land. 1 have a business house in tho town, 
and I buy a good deal of cattle and sheep. 

25.290. Have you nny suggestious to oSbr in support 
of, or in opposition to, tho suggestions already made 
to-day P — 1 nave, in opposition to General Guise. 

25.291. 'What remarks have you to advance in suj^rt 
of your opposition, or what reasons have you? — lam 
buying cattlo and sheep at that end of the town os long 
os I remember and * never remember an accident 
happened to cattle fur sale uu tlio public fatreet, and ihe 
whole affair that General Guise opposes is the du-t in 
having the cattle there. The whole affair that Genoml 
Guise speaks of is tho nuiaance of tho cattle. 

25.292. You acknowledge that the dirt accumulates ? 
— Certainly, from the droppings of the cattle. 

26.293. "Would tho traders put up with the incon- 
venience of that for trade purpoaos? — Certainly they 
would. Is it right to come and move the cattle out of 
the street the people ore living in P 

25.294. Is it purely for trade purposes that you oppose 
any suggestion of t&e removal P — 1 am opposed to any 
removal. I am hero on behalf of the farmers and the 
people of the lown. 

25.295. Have they disc.ussod this — Do not I know it 
all my life time P 

25.296. Have they disenssod the advisability of retain- 
ing ^e fairs in theii’ present place or removing them P 
— never heard &em. 


25.297. Then you are only speaking your own mind ? 
— ^Ycs. Any more of tho fairs would be worse for the 
people. 

25.298. Have you any experience of other places 
where a fair green was provided P — I have of Tluaneely. 
It is a small place where 20 cattle would not fit. 

25.299. Is thoi-e a toll there? — toll. I know 
Snnisoortby also. 

25,800. Is there a fair greeu in Duniscorthy ? — There 
is a fair green, but it is not used. If I wanted to buy 
a beast, and could get it near me, I was not going to 
go half a mile away. 

25.301. Did you ever attend a fair where tolls were 
levied? — ^Never. That would not woik at all here. 
You would destroy the place altogether if you meddle 
with the fairs. 

25.302. Do you think if a toll was levied here or in 
any place it acta os a deterrent on the farmer bringing 
in bis stock? — L’-ertainlj. 

25.303. Have you known where such happened from 
your conversations with the formers P — I laow a place 
where there was a fair and tolls, and tho people would 
uob go there. 

25.304. Was there as good a market or fair within 
easy reach of them P — They sold in the afreet. 

25.305. You mean they avoided the fair greeu P— Yes ; 
what would bring them in there. 


J. A. Soon, Esq., T.C 

25.306. (Witims.) I do not think you can have fairs 
iu a county town except on the street. I think that 
is the opinion of everyone who knows the oonntiy 
towns aud live in thorn ; but I think there ought to be 
a protection pot up outside the footpaths in front of the 
church and schools. 

23.307. 'Why in connta-y towns more poi tionlarly than 
in others should the fairs be held on the streets ? — 
Beoauae tho practical experience of everyone is that 
fairs will not bake except they are in the town. 

25.308. Have you anything further to sayP — I am 
also of opinion that to levy tolls at markets or fairs 
would ipjnre the market or fair. 

25.309. Have you had experience of them yourself P — 
Only in Eiiniacorthy and hero. 

25.310. Are tolls levied at the fairs iu Enniscorthy P 
-No. 


., solicitor, examined. 

25,311. Prom your experience of the farmers coming 
in, do you think where tolls are levied a radical reduc- 
tion or* abolition would tend to improve the feJn ? — It 
would inoreose the quantity of stock. 

25,812. Have you ever heard the farmers speakiug 
on that point? — "^ell, I coimot remember any par- 
Hcular case. I think also that anything gold by weight 
in the town should be weighed at a pnbuc scales. 

25.313. Have you heard objections to the private 
weighing P — Well, I believe public weighing would 
be oonsidei’ed more generally satisfactory by the 
sellers. 

25.314. The buyers and sellers woald be more satisfied 
to have a public and iudependem scale, than one which 
might bo influenced by one of the oontraoting parties ? 

Yes; I also think pigs should be weighed on the 

public scales. 

25.315. No cattle have ever been weighed here mthin 
your knowledge? — No. 


Mr. Peter MtrspHT examined. 


25.316. (Wtinese.) I am a farmer interested in the 
trade of the town very much. 

25.317. Do yon think the people of the country 
should sell cattle, sheep, and pigs by weight?— I think 
a person knowing nothing about cattle monld sell by 
weight, and know what they would be worth. 

25.318. You think some persons ai'c at the mercy of 
the other contracting party r — Yes. 

25.319. Do yon think it the better course as a farmer 
to sell by live weight? — Certainly. 

25.320. Had yon ever any conversation with the 
l/iycr.! on that system ? ---T bad. 

25.321. Do they object vo it, ns a rule ? — They do. 


26.322. Are they more experienced in estimating the 
value of tha animal than the farmer ? — Yes. I would 
bo safer by selling by weight. 

25.323. Did yon ever sell any by live weight? — 
No. 

25.324. Why? — Because we have no moans of 
weighing here. 

23.325. Do yon think if the means were provided 
you would soli by live weight P — I think it would be 
carried out. 

25.326. Were any representations ever made to the 
Commissioners to put the ordinary railings around the 
present weighbridge to make it available for weighing 
cattle ? — I am not aware of nny. 
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25,327. Do yoD think that would be an improvement 
to the fanners ? — Tes. 

25,828. Ab a farmer, where would you like to dispose 
of your cattle f— 'Whore I could get the beet prico for 
them. 

25.329. Supposing you found the demand on a fair 
green equal to the demand on tho streets, "would you 
prefer to sell them on a fiiii' green P — I would go to tho 
pens in a fair green. 

26.330. Would you object to pay a sinall charge to 
cover the maintenance of a foir ^cenP — I would not. 

25.331. Do you think it safer for your cattle ? — Yes 5 
safer for the cattle than on tho flags and streets. 


25.332, Do you think if auob a place was provided 
that tho farmers would bring in a larger quantity of 
stock P— I do not think tho stock would increaae, no 
matter what ])rovision yon make, but tlioy would go 
whei ‘0 they would bo safer. 

25.333. And would hove no olgoobion to pay a small 
cViarge for tho cost of mainteiuiuco P — 'L'licy would not. 

25,33-1. Aro yon satisfied as a farmer with tho present 
anmigumcnt sncli as it exists ?— Well, I am iiersonally. 

25,335. You w’ould like to aco an imnrovoment you 
have just moutiouod P — Yus, scivlos I'or wc weighing of 
cattlo. 

25,33fi. And you would prefer to dispoao of cattlo in 
pens aud not on the public road P— Yos. 


Mr. M. J. Gb/UIAM oxaminod. 


25.337. {WtfneM.) There is one thing I can say, the 
people of Gorey ai-o satisfied with tho fairs and markets, 
and would be dissatisfied if the fail's were moved out of 
the town of Gorey, hocaiiac there is the vtxy best nccom* 
modation for every man that comes to sell or buy. 

25.338. 'Vl'hcnyou say everybody is satisfied, you mean 
tho traders of Gorey P — I never licavd ono man, woman, 
orciiild complain of the faicH of Gorey. Evoryouo is 
well pleased, aud thoro is tlio best accommodation. On 
a rainy day there is protuctiou for everyone, and if thoy 
were in a field tlicro would be no jn'otectiou whatovoi'. 


25.339. Tho tradnre of ti>o town liavo no ohjoctiou to 
tho fail's Imiiiff hold on tUc stroot P — Not at all. 

26.340. Did you over hcoi' any objcctiouH from tho 

E rivatu inliabitontH of thu town P — ^Not one ; I only 
cai'd ovevyono speak iii tho highoat tormu. 

25,341. And Mio farmers P — liavo rocournu to every 
county in li'claud, and nvuiyonu is well plcosed with 
the ncoonimudatiou iii Ooriiy. 

25,342. Did Limy evuv suggest any improvumoutP— 
Thui’u could not lio any iuqiruvemont. 


Mr. TuouAS O’Neiul, tho 

25.343. (TTibiess.) I have a remark to mako. It is 
not just to the town that ptu'ties who bring in coi'u and 
potatoes should leave them outside the markot-houso 
and go away without weighing in tho morket-houso. 

25.344. That suggestion was made by the chairman 
of the Town Oommissioners, who, when asked if they 

A vote of thanks to the Assislaiit Gommi 


'own Clerk, rc-examinud. 

would liko some rule or regulation compelling all 
cominoilities to he weighed at tlio ouiuul, stated it was 
theh’ intention or the desire of tho Oommissioners to 
augment thoir rovenno P — Yoa. 

25,345-6. Is thoi'u any obhor gcutlumiui who has any 
observations to make P — No answer. 

liuner brought the ]ii'ocoodinga to a close. 


ENNIS CORTHY. 


"With referenco to my inquiry in Enniscorthy on tlio 4tli day of DooGml)oi’ 1888, 1 
beg to report as follows : — 

Euniscortly is situated on botli banks of tlie rivor Slauoy, in tlio county of Wexford. 
Tlie principal portion of tlie town is built on the sido of a ntoep lull 011 tlio right hank 
of the river. The general trade is good, as there are some mills, a mamifactovy, and 
com stores in the towu. It is a station on tho Duhlin, Wicldow, and Wexford 
railway line, and the local government is vested in town commiasionorB. The 
population is 5,666. 

The market days are Thursday aud Saturday. The fairs are held on tho 21st 
January, 21st February. 21st M’arch, 25th April, 10th May, 7tli Juno, 5th July, 
1st .^gust, 26th August, 19th September, lOfch October, 15th November, aud 
” pig fair is held the day previous to tho ordinaiy fairs. 

Inere are no tolls levied at the markets or fail’s, but at the former weighing charges 
are levied. Formerly tolls were levied in Enniscorthy, but tlieir collection was 
abandoned about 1833 by the owners. 

The o^er of the markets rights is the Earl of Portsmouth, who has them sub-let to 
a Mr. llioraas Moran at a nominal rent, namely, 6s. a yoar, Thor© was ouo patent 
of Enni-scorthy ; it is dated the 8th Juno 161], and authorised 
bir H. VvaUep to bold fairs on the 15th August and 8th September and a Thm’sday 
mark^. The markets and fairs held, therefore, without any express authority, are the 
baturday markets and the fairs on the 21st January, 21at February, 21st Mai’ch. 

1st August, lOtb October, 15tb November, 

and 21st December. 

t^-ur f January, 21st February, 21st March, and 25th April were first 
period 40 years ago, and the other fairs have been, hold for a lengthened 
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There is no sclioclulo of the charges at the market erected for public inspection, 
neither is there a public 'weigh-bridge provided, but a private one is available when 
required. 

In accordance with my instructions I have inspected the fail’ and market places. 

The fairs are held on the streets in every part of the town. There was a fair green 
provided at one period of about six acres in extent, but the people did not avail 
themselves of it, and the fairs continued to be held through the streets. The site of 
the fair green has now been built upon. 

The markets are held in the square. A market house with two large gate enti’auces 
is erected there, and used for weighing puiposes, but the busings generally is 
transacted in the square. 

The average current prices of several marketable commodities are obtained each 
market day for the press by the weigh-master. 

A complaint was made of the system of forestalling the sale of fowl before it is 
brought into the market. 

JOHN J. O’MEARA, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Assistant Commissioner. 

Dublin. 


Enniscorthy, 4tb December 1888. 

Mr. TnoUiLS Wnsisao)* ezamiitcd. 


S5,347. You are the town clerk of EimiscorfchyP — 
Yes. 

25,34fi. When were tho town oommissionors esta- 
blished P — First in 1851 — that was nndcr the Lighting 
and Cleansing Act — and then in 1855, when tho Towns 
ImiffOTement Act was introdnr.ed. They were ap- 
pointed nnder that. Having i-oad over yonr queries, I 
might say the local nnthority or town commissioners 
have nothing in the world to do with tho tolls, dne.q, or 
emolnments derived from tho markets or fairs here. 

25.349. They exorcise no control •whatever? — No 
control whatever, except make rcgnlations. 

25.350. Yon have passed liyelaws, then, regnlating 
them ? — ^Yos. 

25.351. Or is it merely to rcgnlato the order of the 
market ? — Yes. and assign tho place for the article to 
be sold. 

25.352. Who has control over the markets and fairs 
here P — ^Tbe Earl of Portsmonth. I believe it is he 
appoints the crnnor or weigh-niaster in the market 
honse where tho goods are weighed. 

25.353. What is tho market day hei*cP — Thursday 
and Saturday. 

25.354. What faii-s ore hold here P — There are 13 fairs 
in the year. 

25.355. Oonld yon mention tho dates of them? — The 
21st Janua^, 21st Febrnary, 21st March, 25th Apiil, 
10th May, 7th Jnno, 5th July, 1st and 26th August, 
19tb September, 10th October, 16th Novomhor, and 
21st December. The pig fair is held the day preceding 
the ordinary fair always. 

25.356. Where are those fairs held P — In every part 
of the town almost. 


25.357. They ore held on the streets of the town P — 
Yes. 

25.358. No fair green is provided? — There was one 
provided, but tho people never took to it or used it. 

25.359. Are any tolls levied at these fairs P — ^None. 

25.360. Are any charges levied at tho market P — Not 
that I am aware of. I remember when there were tolls, 
bat they were abolished in 1835. 

25.361. Wore tolls levied at &e fairs? — ^1 cannot 
dislingnish, bat they were levied at tho mai'kets on 
every article coming in. 

25.362. Have the commissioners ever discussed the 
advisability of obtaining control of the markets and 
fairs ? — I am not aware. 

25,303. Did you bring my communication before 
them ? — It was brought before them yesterday or the 
day before. They are here. 

25.364. Did they discuss then tho question of obtain- 
ing control over the markets and fairs? — I am sore 
they would be quite prepared to do it if there was any 
use in it, hut they have no rtghte at present. 

25.365. Do they think it would be desirable, and tend 
to tbe better management of the markets and fairs, if 
they wore to exei-cise the control — the immediate 

control over them ? — lam not prepared to acawev that. 

Tbe fairs ore distributed through the town^ip, and 
the people are passing and re-passing the bneiness 
bouses iu the town, therefoi-e the cummissioners would 
wish to have die fairs as they stand. 

25.366. Apart from that, would the commissioners 
think it desroble if they were to exercise control over 
the markets and ihira, and not have the control vested 
in a private individual ? — think it would ho inad- 
visable to have any tolls in the market. 


Mr. Thomas 1 

25.367. Yon are the tenant to tho Earl of Portsmouth 
for the market rights P — Yes. 

25.368. What do yon hold from him? — What is 
called tho market crane. I am weigh-master. 

25.369. What rent do you pay for itP — ^Tho small 
sum of 5«. a year. 

25,870. Have you any market building there? — 
loere is a bnilding — the market house. 

M,871. That is only utilised for weighing purposes P 
—-Tea. 

.j.^>872. The markets aa-e held in the public sqnare P — 

26^3. What charges do you levy for weighing P — I 
*oigh a sack of barley for 1«. If it goes over 20 stone, 
t charge Jd. more. 

26.374. It is Id. up to 20 stone P ^Yes. 

25.375. What is your charge on potatoes — Generally 
«P to a barrel— 24 stone— for Id. 
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[OIUK examined. 

25.376. And on other descriptions of corn besides 
barley P — I charge on wheat per barrel, and oats a 
simiw charge. 

25.377. What do yon charge on wool ? — Fonrpence a 
cwt. 

25.378. If it is under a cwt.P — If it goes beyuud 
four stone, about 2^d. 

25.379. Supposing they brought in five stone of wool, 
what would yon charge on that? — Twopence halfpenny 

J(2. astone. It is a rule here for corn merchimts to 

weigh in their own stores, and I only speak of what is 
brought to myself. 

25.380. Have yon got a weigh-bridge there P— No, 
only a beam and scales. 

25.381. Do yon weigh butter at all? — Seldom; we 
do sometimes. 

25.382. la it in rolls or in firkins it comes here?— 
Sometimes in what they call " kealera." 

of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit^ ^ 
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25,383. Wiat do you ctarge ?— About 2d. for about 
i erwb. 

2o.S84. Supposing they brought a roll of butter cou- 
tainitig fouT pouuds P— They do uot Weigh with mo. 

25.385. What do they weigh with you j what quantity 
UBually ?— They very seldom weigh any. 

25.386. Do they expoBo it out in the market square P 
—Tea. 

25.387. What would you charge for weighing a cool 
of butter P— A penny or 2d. 

25.388. How do you know whether to charge Id. or 
2d. P — ^By the weight. 

25.389. What quantity would you weigh for Id. P— 
Tell or 12 pounds. 

25.390. If it was 14 pounds, would you charge 2d. P— 
No. 

26,891. Ton oxoroiso your discretion ; you give and 
takeP — Yes. I very seldom weigh any. 

25.392. What other commodities do you weigh? — 
Wool, barley, onta, butter, bacon. The butter is 
principally weighed by the butter merchants. 

25.393. Witness then nroduced a document showing 
the average prices, of wmch the following is a copy; — 


ByKiscouTUT Manust. 


Thursday, 29th November 1888. 


"Wheat, per barrel, 20 st. 

- 16 

d. 8. d. 
0tol8 0 

Barley ,, 16 st. 

• 14 

0 

IS 9 

Oats „ 14 Bt. 

- 7 


8 0 

Fine flonr, per bag 

- 32 




Seconds ,, 

- 31 

0 



Oatmeal, per owb. 

- 12 




Indian meal ,, 

. 7 

0 



Bran „ 

. 5 


— 

Bacon „ 

- 65 

0 



Butter, first ,, • 

- 80 

0 


,, seconds „ 
Beef, per lb. • 

- 75 

0 



- 0 

6 

0 7 

Multou M - 

• 0 

7 

0 8 

Yeal - 

- 0 

7 

0 8 

Potatoes, per stone 

- 0 

7 



Salmon, per lb. 

- 

_ 



Wool 

- 0 

7 

0 9 


T. Mosan, Weigh-mastor. 


25.394-. Now, do you always ascertain the current 
prices of these different oommoditdes p — 1 generally get 
them from the people in the trade. 

25,395. Do you keep any record of them, or do yon 
merely put them down in this document, and send 
them to the paper?— We generally send these to the 
local paper. 


26,31)6. JIow often do you take thcao P— Every market 
day. The principal market day is Thursday. 

25.397. What is your charge for weighing bacon P— 
About Id. or 2d. a cwt. 

25.398. What quantity for Id. P— I would weigh 
eight stone for Id. 

25.399. And over eight stone P— It might be IJi. a 
hundred. 

25.400. For two limuli’od, do you charge 2d. P— Tea. 
I think bacou is seldom weighed, except for the in- 
formation of people who kill a pig. It is not weighed 
generally. 

25.401. Have you any rnlo in tho market compelling 
all commodities that are brought into the Tuarket-ploM 
to be weighed at your scales P — I have not, for they are 
gon orally weighed all about tho town. I do not weigh 
for half of thorn, I think. 

25.402. Supposing they bring in commodities to the 
market and expose thorn for nalu in tho market square 
and sell thorn, but do not weigh at your scales, do yon 
get any charge at all from them P — ^No. 

25.403. It is only for tho commodities you actually 
weigh that you receive a charge P — Tea. 

25.404. Could you toll me wliat would bo yont 
average receipts at tho scales P — ^^VhoIl I wont in there 
first it was worth 001. ur 701. a year. I think it is not 
worth 301. now. 

26,106. 301. ill tho year P — I do not think it is worth 
'that. 

25.406. Is this a good niai'kot P — It is ; but they take 
the oommnditicB out of the market and weigh in every 
place, 'rhat is tho oausc of it. 

25.407. You think tho supply of couimodities to the 
market is tho same now as when you obtained the 
scales firat P — I oiinuot say how much is coming into 
the town now. 

25.408. Could you givo me any idea P— Well, I think 
there is not so much in tho corn trade. 

25.409. But the difiereut general commodities?— I 
do not know. Tho corn and butter are generally 
weighed by tho merchauta who buy them. 

25.410. Do you remember when there were less than 
13 fairs hold hero P — Yes. I think there are more fairs 
now than in my time. 

25.411. "What ore theyP — I think there wei-e four 
additional fairs. 

25.412. W hat oro tho additional fairs P — ^Thc additional 
fiirs arc tho 21at January, 21st February, 21st March, 
and 25th April. 

25,418. How many yonrs ago wore they added?— I 
think it is more than 40 years. 

25,414. Have tho remain fairs always been held for ft 
lengthened period P— Yes. 


Geobqe Coluks Roberts, Esq., examined. 


26.415. You are agent to tho Earl of Portsmouth ? 

I am tho resident agent. 

25.416. The Earl of Portsmouth is the owner of any 
roarket riuhtB that emi-t hero P— Yes, both fair and 
market ri^ts under patent. 

25.417. Have you got tho particulars of that?— I 
liiLck it is dated the 8th June 1611, and granted by 
James L Ihere were several rights given in that 
patent. The right of fiaheiy in the river, aud also the 
fairs and markets. 

25.418. The witness produced the patent, of which 
the following is a summary Two fairs to be held on 
tho 15th August and 8th September, with the customs 
aud tolls belonging. It gives the rights to the tolls as 
follows ; For every place of wire stands, 3d. ; for every 
cabin or booth, 3a. ; for every standing for selling iron 
aud other kinds of merchaudiue, 3d. ; for every cow- 
house or pack-house, 3d ; to be sold there, 6d., viz., 
3d. for entering and 3d. for the custom called toll for 
same ; for every sheep or goat sold there, Jd. ; for 
every vessel of butter sold there, 3d. ; every gallon of 
butter sold there, ; every piece of cloth sold there, 
Id. 5 cverv garment or mantle sold there, Id.; out of 
every sack of meal and oats sold ther?, Id,: out of 


ovoiy dozen of gocso, ducks, or lions sold there, 3ii 
out of every kind whatBoever of TnoTchandiso sold there 
according to rntcablo pro])ortiou in like manner, and 
4d. for every kind of mavkotablo things value for Za.U. 
or beyoud. It was a iiatciit granted to Sir Henry 
Walker. 

25,419. Was that tho only patent P — There was 
another patent, but that is the oldest. 

25.421. Have you Imtl a connexion for auy' lengthened 

period with those P — Yes, I have been about 46 y®*™ 
connected with them, and niy father before me and 
grandfather. 

25.-V22. Were tho markets always hold on Thursday 
and Saturday P-^Tho markets wore always held on 
Thur/day, and many years ago Saturday also became * 
market day in this way that the conntiy people came 
to mako purohases, and it became a second market da^ 
I remomuor tho time when the tolls were abandoned 
by tho estate. 

25.423. At one period tolls were levied on the 
markets P — Yes, they were. 

25.424. Were they over levied at tho fairs P —I cannot 
answer that. 
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25.425. But yon remember a period •when they were 
on the marketa P — I remember harmg heard at the 
time they were abandoned by the estate npon repre* 
gentetion to the then Earl of Fortsmonth’s tenantry 
that it would be an advantage to the town and to 
themselTcs to abandon them. That is about 55 years 
ago, as well as 1 remember. Mr. Wilkinson states it 
was in 1833 ; that would correspond with the time I had 
fiTnH, sJsont 65 years ago. Then the fairs and markets 
became fVee, and the only control that was exercised 
by ^e Earl of Fortsmonth, the present man or hia 
predoccBBOrs, was in the appointment of weigh-mostoi*. 

25.426. When was Mr. Moran appointed? — He was 
appointed in 1863, at Ss. a year, just merely to keep the 
place right 

25.427. He was provided with a beam and scales P — 
Yes. 

'25,428. 1b that all P— That is all. 

25.429. And the market honse P — The nnder part of 
the market honse; as mnoh os was need of it for 
market pnrposes. 

25.430. How is the other part used P — As a pnblio 
room, and to be let for entertainments. 

25.431. By Lord Portsmouth P — ^Tes. 

25.432. Were the markets and fairs always hold in 
Enniscorthy on the publio street P — Yes, within my 
knowledge, aud I have rather a long knowledge of the 
town. 

25.433. Fraotically no control is exercised except by 
the police over the fairs P — ^No. You mast know that 
the Enniscorthy fairs ai-e considerable. The average 
amoimt expended by buyers at the fairs for cattle alone 
is up, I snppose, to about 7,0002. or 8,0002. each fair, 
and about 8,0002. at the pig fairs. These averages were 
ascertained by the late Mr. Lawrence D^le, the late 
Mr. Wm. Warren, and the present Mr. Onnsby, who 
were -merchants in the town. They have greatly 
iooreaaed since then. 

25,43k Wonld yon say that the fairs in Enniscorthy 
are better than the fairs in any other town around in 
the adjacent neighbourhoods? — ^Yes. 

25.435. Are the cattle and sheep fairs on the same 
day as the horse fairs P — Yes. 

25.436. The pig fair is the day before P — Yes. 

25.437. Do you remember a period when there were 
less than 13 fairs here P — Ho. 

25,488. There -were olways IS within your memory P 
— Yes, aud it goes book 40 years. It was on the repre- 
sentation of the inhabitants of the town that the 
trustees of Lord Fortsmonth allowed the tolls to fall 
into abeyance. 

25.439. Did that improve the trade of the town P — It 
assisted, hut the fairs and markets were considerably 
increased by other causes, because they come from a 
large district into Enniscorthy. The fah-s increased for 
this reason, that the purchasers came here iVomdifl’erent 
parts of this connty aud the adjoining counties, and I 
remember when a man came from B^fast to purchase 
horses here. 

26.440. Did the markets increase ? — ^Yes, they have 
increased. 

25.441. Have you any experience of other fairs and 
maikete besides Enniscorthy P — Ho. 

25.442. In Emiiscorbby do yon think the fact of the 
markets and fairs 1>eing toll free tends to bring in a 
greater supply, or causes a greater aopply of com- 
modities and animals to come than if a toll was levied ? 
— I am sore of it. 

25.443. Then yon would say the levying of a toll 
^8 in some way as a deterrent npon people bringing 
in their commoaities and cattle ^ the markets and 
fairs P — Certainly. 

25.444. At anv period were the fairs held ofi' the 
ttreete ? — Ho. X fair green was provided about 33 or 
35 years ^o. There were six statute acres provided 
by Lord Portsmouth, and walled in by him at con- 
siderable expense, and an effort made to induce sellers 
to go to the fair green, because complaints were mode 
by the bnyers who came a distance here, that it -was 
most inconvenient for them to be goiug from half-way 
tip Tompleshannon to beyond the cathedral, and 
through the different stcote of the town, and as I tell 
you, an effort was made to indnee the sellers to go into 
the fair green, and the buyers attended there, hat the 
object was defeated, and lor this reason the basiuess 

1 597B6. 


men of the town of Enniscorthy considered that if the 
fair was removed to that particular place they would 
not get their logitiinate share of the business of the 
fairs ; and for that reason 1 believe the effort to nso the 
fair green did not sncceed. Complaints were still 
made with regard to the dUEculty of going throngb tho 
fairs of Enniscorthy by buyers ooming from a distance. 
Hevercheless I do lielieve that the fairs os they me at 
present m-e a very great benefit to the business men of 
tbe to-wn, because they are disseminated over the town 
and the trade is equally distributed from one side to 
tho other. It would have been localised if they hod 
ne to the fair green, and no doubt whatever it -would 
VO injured a great many business men of the town 
who provided yards for their onstomers to put their 
horses in and so forth, and of course they then stop at 
the different houses they patronise. 

25.445. 1 take it the tradors of tho to-wn would object 
to the removal of tho &urs off the streets for trude 
purposes? — I do not know whether they would now 
or not. I know they did, and succeeded in their 
objection. That six acres of land has been since let 
as sites for labom-ers cotthges and principally built on. 

I think it fair to mention this, that there was another 
objection raised to the fair green— that it \ras too far 
from the railway station, becanse it was a conaideiable 
distacce from it. 

25.446. Was it the buyers who made the uljeotion 
that it was not a snitable site P — Some bnyers m^e the 
objection. 

25.447. But it was on tho representation of the buyers 
that the fair green was provided? — Distinctly. 

25.448. Have you ever bought at tho fairs P — Yes, 
and sold. 

25.449. Do yon think .a fair green would be a better 
place to buy an animal on than the public street ? — I think 
ifyouhad a central fair green it would be bettei', because 
my idea is that the people, no matter wbere they sell, 
would ^0 to the houses they were in the habit of 
dealing in, especially if they put up their horses there. 

25.450. Supposing people came in tbe night before 
tbe fair witL some animals, where oonld they get 
storage accommodation P — As they do at present. 

25.451. That is in the yards belonging to private 
people P — ^Yes. 

25.452. Is there any charge levied for that by the 
traders of the town P — Yon see there are a number of 
hotels and taverns in the town, and parties go to these 
places, and there are also other houses where th^ put 
np for the night. Buyers coming from a distance 
sometimes bring horses to sell and some cattle, and 
then when they purchase the n«t day they occasionally 
put them into the yards until they drive them to the 
railway station. I think the charges made are half-a- 
crown for a box-stall for horses; that includes tbe price 
of hay ; there is Is. charged for a single stall, and the 
same charge for a cow, providing them with fodder. 

25.453. Do they come in the night before the fair ? — 
They do. 

25.454. From what districts do they bring tbe cattle P 

They bring them in from Kilkenny. The horses 

come here 22 and 24 miles, and from the county 
Wicklow. The buyers come hero from Belfast for 
horses. 

25.455. All oommodities broueht into tbe mai-kct 
place and weighed are not weighca at the public scales P 
—Ho. 

25.456. They ore brought to the buyer’s establishment 
and weighed at tho buyer’s soides ? — ^Yes. 

25.457. Did yon ever hear complaints made of miy 
inacenraoy in ascertaining the weights at the private 
scales? — Generally speaking the merchants of Enuis- 
corthy have the reputation of being most honest in 
their dealings with tue people, and I Icnow if a pei-son 
suggested to the contrary me public would not believe 
him. 

25.458. Would you think it better and more satis- 
factory if all oommodities were weighed at a public and 
independent scales — a scales that would not be under 
the oontrol of either of the contracting parties P — It is 
a very diffi cult question to answer, and for this reason, 
ic would be impossible for a public soales to weigh tbe 
quantity of com that comes into the town of Ennis- 
corthy during the season when they arc purobasing 
com. It -woind he impossible for them to weigh that 
quantity of com within the day. 

I i 
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25 459. That would be at one scales ; bub if several 
were provided?— That is ouother thing. 

25.460. la there any public weigh-bridgo in the town P 
—They are public, but they ju-o private property. 

25.461. They hire them out?— Just so. 

25.462. When a com merchant buys com and 
weighs in his own scalea, does he charge tho seller for 
weighing it P— No. 

25.463. Do the other people who weigh for tho buyers 
and sellers, and do not purchase themaelvea, charge P — 
Tes. 

25.464. Yon do not know the rates ? — Thvoopenoo a 
load for hay, or straw, or tur-nips. 

25,466. Threepence a load, no rcattor what the com- 
modity is?— Yes. These are the only commodities 
weighed generally. 

25.466. Do not they weigh potatoes at the beam and 
scales ? — That is in the market bouse. 

25.467. With the exception of corn, do all com- 
modities to be weigbed go to Mr. Moran ?— Oh, no ; 
they are weighed at private places. 

25.468. Do they charge at these private scales ? — No. 

It is a matter of accommodation. That is one of tho 
weigb-mastcr’s complaints. 

25.469. Do yon think it wonld work bettor if all 
commodities were compelled to bo weighed at a public 
BoalcB ? — ^1 have not formed any opinion on that subject. 

I know this much, that it is inc»t dangerous to mradle 
either with fail’ or market. They arc very toudov 
plauLs, and if yon interfere much with them you may 
injuTo them considerably. I have hoard of their being 
izyured in other places, and that is the reason I should 
not like to give an opinion without considering it well. 

25.470. When tho people are acquainted w'ith a 
custom you thiuk it would be rather delicate to inter- 
fere with that practice which has been going on for 
a number of years ? — That is my belief. I think it is 
a most dangerous thing to do U. 

25.471. Did yon ever bear any objections to tho fact 
of the fairs being held ou the streets, and occasioning 
much filth aud diri ? — 1 have heard none of the busi- 
ness people object very much, liut the principal 
objectors were uon-bnaineBS pcoplo, aud some buyers 
have obj^ted because it was too laborious in the 
fairs of Enniscorbhy to travel such distances from one 
port of the town to the other. 

25.472. In the markets did yon ever hear of any of 
the perishable commodities being injnrcd by exposure to 
the elements there ? — No, but the poor mai’ket pooplo 
have been injured considerably. Some provision ought 
to be made for them. 

25.473. Do yon think a necessily exists for shelter 
accommodation for them ? — I do. 

25.474. And for their commodities P Yes. 

25,476. Would you apoi'ovo of cuclosod maiket 
premises with sulfioient and ample shcltci' accommoda- 
tion both for the commodities and tho owners of thorn P 

Well, I should not like to see tho principal market 
removed from what is called the market square, 
although it ought to ho callud tlie market diamond. 
It is much more like a diamond titan a square, and if tho 
women who sit there and dispose of their couiinoditLcs 
had some sbeltor accommodation or protection, it would 
be very desirable, and tbero could lie also shelter for* 
the parties coming in with thoir commodities. 

25.476. Hare they made complaints of tho want of 
such shelter ? — Yes, for many years. 

25.477. Tho market is confined to that aquaro ? It is 

principally. 

25.478. Do they go about tho stroets P— They walk 
about With the oommodities. The fowl market is held 
in the open square called the Abbey Square. That is a 
very considerable market. 

2^479. Are both squares convenient to one another P 
—They are not very far distant. The fowl market is 
held m Abbey Square everv Thmsday morning. I had 
an estimate made by Mr. Quin, a largo buyer here, in 


tho year 1880, and his catimato was that tho average 
oxiioiidod ovoi’y wook wus 300i. It is iucreaaod ainw 
then. 

25.480. On fowlalunoP— Yes ; that 5001 . is the lowest 
estimate. 

25.481. Then tho markota hero aro considerable P— 
They wc. 

25.482. Is thoro much of tho aun’oundiug land in 
tilli^o ?— Yos. This usud to bo princip.ally a tiho^ 
couutiy, but bitterly a groat dual of it has gone into 
grass. Novurtholuss it is a dllago country, and it is 
also eelebratoil for its l>ruud of fowl. 

25i'183. Did yon ovor hoar any complaints of the 
system of foroscidliiig in tho fowl market? — have 
heard of ooinplaintH. I Ibrgot what they are called— 
people coming in and Imying fowl at tho daini of the 
morning and ro-Holling tiuun to thu buyera. 

25, *184. Do they meet tho prcHluooi-s on tho road 
noming in? — Yes. ,lJlot:ki'V.>< 1.miy iiro called. I have 
liooi'd coniplaiuta HgidiisL tlio Idnckei-s. 

25.485. When they ]mrehaHo tho fowl from the 
producer ou the voacl ccmiing into llie mai'ket do they 
pay tlio cuiiti'act price, or do they po-stpone payment 
until thoy oll'ect a solo thomHolvos r — No. The whole 
thing is over in half an hour or ten minutes after. 

25.486. Do thoy p<)Rt]Kmo ])nymout until tho sale is 
ell'ectedP — Asa mto they do. A great many of them 
are agents for tho regular Imyors. Thoro are bye- 
markets at thu oross-ronils whevu thoy liuy as the sellers 
aro coming tu tho towns around. 

25.487. Do tho huyors think, if they allow them to 
come into tho niurkot and have tho ordinary oompeti- 
tion between tho buyurs thoinKolvus, that the ^ces 
would ho soraewl’.at cunaidorably highoi* P — ^Thc reason 
they buy is bocauHo it is a c<uivonienco to tho country 
pcoplo to sell that way, and Ihoy know the market 
prices as well as any iKxiplo. 

25,-t88. Supposing Uio Rollers caino into tho market, 
would thoy jiot got liigliov pricos for tho fowl whore 
Uioru would bu groivLor campuMtiun ULiiuiig the huyorsP 
— Not always. Th<! bnyurs go from oiio market to 
another, aud passing througli tlio country they meet 
tho people on tho roail with tlioir fowl. Those people 
know the valuo of tho fowl, and if thoy are diBsatiafied 
with tho prico olTcrud them they bring thorn the next 
day to Euniscorthy. Thoy havo created now markets 
for the last 15 years. 

25.489. 'Whoiiyuu say now inarkuts, do you mean the 
actual spot where tho buyoi'S moot the farmers P — That 
is what I call the market — 1-ho ci'oss-road. They have 
fixed stations or now inavkoLs by an-aiigenient ior the 
last 10 or 15 years. 

25.490. Could you apph’ any of llicao observations to 
any other commodity ? — 1 havo heard of forestalling in 
potatoes, but 1 cannot givo any ovidoiico as I havo no 
personal knowledgo of it. In r<iforouco to the fowl 
market, my recollection is tliat thoro was a byelaw 
xnado about 30 yoai-a ago, and sanotionod by tho Lord- 
Liciitonaut. 

25.491. What was tho natuvu of it P — Limiting the 
houm in tho fowl mavkot. I think tho hours are 
altered. 

25,49*2. Havo you auy other nlisoirations to 
relative to tho markota or fairH, or whnt you think 
would tend to tho improvomunt of tbomP — No. About 
this order of 30 years ago I was xmdov tho impresoon 
there was ono made subsequently, and sanctioned by 
tho Lord Lieutenant, to hold tho fowl markets at 
8 o'clock from the 20th Soptcnibcr to tho 25th March, 
and at 7 o’clock from JIai-ch to September. As vegorM 
tho fail's, I thiuk if they wore removed txi a sufficiently 
conveuiout place which waa lai’go enough, it would hs 
a benefit to buyers and sollora, but 1 do believe it 
would bo injurious to tho town. In oonBoquenoe of the 
traders of tho town being opposed to it the fair greeu 
was not persoTored in. Ai I said before, it is a dan- 
gerous thing to intorforo with fairs or markets. They 
have a natural development of their own, ond if y®? 
check it, in nine oases out often, I am inclined to think 
you •will injiiro them, from my own personal knowleogfi- 
Ijord Portsmouth derivos no benofit fi'om the fairs ■or 
markets. 
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Mr. Thomas Wh.keh8on, the To\m Olerk, ve-exammed. 


25.493. [Witnees.) "We know that the fowl market 
gome years ago was actnally^ hold in tho nishc in 
Emiiscorthy. It arose in Inis way: All fowl pur- 
chased, or the greater ]}ortion of them, aro for 
shipment, and a great many of tho bnyors go out 
forealalling so as to got tho fowl in proper time to have 
them ready for tho packet or tho train to the Livoi-pool 
or London market, or whororor they wish to send them. 
That system was attended a good deal of iiicon- 
renience to local buyors and BoUors when tho market 
was held so much in tho night, and tho town commis- 
gioners brought that into thoir market regulation and 
fixed the hours at which the market will commence. 

20.494. Have yon got the regulntioiia printed up in 
the mai-kot place P— They were np on a board, but it 
has gone into disuse, ftoapeebing the market, these 
legohitionB were made in lw8 that no fowl shall be 
bought or sold in tho market before (5 o'clock in the 
morning from the 25th March to tho 29th September, or 
before 8 o’clock in tho morning during tho other 
months of the year. Previous to that markets 
were held in the night, ns I haro said, and it was found 
ruinous. Tho olorgymon and others asked the com- 
missioners about the matmr, and that is why wo made 
thig i-cgnlation and tried to ouforoo it. It was after 
thn. fc th&so country markets woi'c established, whoi'o 


they might got out and buy outside the limits of tho 
town. 

25,495. What was the natnre of tho other regulations 
yon made P — Jnst as to the divisione. 

26,496-7. Had you byelaws then P — No. They were 
regulatioiui abont where tho carts aud commodities 
should bo placed on the streets to prevent ohstmetion 
or interrnption on the public ^oronghfare. 

25.498. Had yon over to take any proceedings to 
enforce these rognlotions P — Nevei*, except in the fowl 
market ; but the magistrates exercised their right and 
did not infiiot any penalty. 

25.499. What is the hour at which the general 
market commences P— Tho markets go on at daylight 
now. 

25.500. I do not mean the fowl market, but the 
g^eneval market P — Well, I think at daylight in winter — 
in corn for instance. 

26.501. Do they expose corn on tho market square P — 
7cs, np Irish Street, and comiog in Ae Dnlmn rood 
and np the square, nnd opposite the stores, and different 

S laces, but piincipally between the market house and 
•ish Street nnd np towaids tho cathedral. There is a 
very cunsidei-ablo mm-ket along by the Post Office 
Borne times. 


Jakbs O’Gorman, Hsq., Ohaii'man, Town Commissioners, oxaniiuod. 


25.502. Ton aro tbo chairman of the town com- 
missioncre here iu Ennisoorthy ? — Tes. 

25.503. Have yon hod any exporienoe of the fairs and 
markets here P — Tes. 

25.504. Have yon of any other fairs or markets ? — 
No, not BO much. 

25.505. Did you ever buy at any other fairs, or fairs 
where toils were levied ? — No. 

25.506. Do you think that if a toll was levied in 
return for a fab- green with suitable pens, either on 
animals sold or as they entered, that if would tend to 
deter farmers fhom bringing in the supply they bring 
in at present? — I tbink it would. I thuik"ifwonlcl 
he very difficult to adopt that system. 

25.507. Generally speaking do yon think the oxactiou 
of a loll acts as a d^etevvent upon farmers bringing in a 
inpply of marketable commoditicB os well os cattle P — 
I cannot say it would deter them. 1 know they would 
not bo pleased, and it would be very bai'd to make 
them comply with it. I do beheve it wonld injni'o onr 
fairs. 

25.508. Relative to the markets, snppoaing an 
enclos^ market place with soffleient shelter accom- 
modation, os angsestod by Mr. Roberta, wns provided 
to afford proteetTon to any perishable commodities 
brought in or to those who 1.>ring them in; do yon 
think they wonld have any objection to pay tho cost of 
maintainiDg that building P — 1 tbink something in that 
way is very necessary. 

26.509. Yon think a uocossity exists for that P — I do. 


25.510. Did yon ever hear that any perishable com- 
modities were kyured, or damaged, or depreciated in 
value by csiKtsure P— No. 

26.511. Tho people themselves have to remain under 
all sorts of weather? — Tes. 

25.512. Ton heard complaints from them ? — Yes. 

25.513. Did the town commissioners ever take into 
consideration tho crectien of snob buildings P — No, not 
that 1 am aware of. 

25.514. They never discussed the advisability of 
obtaining control from Lord Fortsmonth of tho markets 
and fairs with a view to the erection of such accom- 
modation P — No, not during my time. I have not a 
large experience in the comnussioners. I think it 
would be very wrong to meddle at all with the fairs or 
markets. I think it wonld injure them. 

25.515. Ton would injure them if yon did what was 
deemed a necessary improvement ? — ^No. It wonld be 
well to have some accommodation. 

25.516. Ton think accommodation wonld improve 
them if such accommodation could be provided?— I 
think it wonld improve the markets. 

2-5, -M 7. Arc yon a trader in tbo town? — Yes. 

25,518. Do yon think it is always better to bare tho 
markets confined to some particnlav spot and not to 
have them scattered all over the town? — If the butter 
and egg market ware confined to a particular place it 
wonla be a beTiefit. 


Mr. AmsH Hakfbr examined. 

25.527. Dogs the porchaser of the pigs deduct that 
from ihe contract price P — He does. 

25.528. Ho docs not w£ut for the seller to give it? — 


_ 25,519. (IFitnsss.) In Wexford they have accommoda- 
tion- I do not know how they pay, but at all events I 
heard some farmers say it is a great comfort, 

25,520. Have yon had experience of other fairs 
besides Sunisoorthy ? — I was in every fair through tho 
country. 

!U,521. Have you been at any fair whore tolls are 
levied ? — ^Nevor. 

25.522. Yon have bought and sold in Enniscorthy P — 
Tea. 

25.523. Have they got tho system of lack-penny 
here P — ^They have. 

25.524. Is there any fixed rate ? — No. It is left to 
the seller himself. 

26.525. It is left to the disposition of the seller P — 
Yes. They say it is lucky to give it. 

^ 25,526. Is ^ere anything fixed on pigs P — There is 
t». for each jdg. 


No. 

25,.'’>29. But in other cjisck the price is paid and the 
luck-penuy given back? — Tes. 

' 25, -530. Is it regulated by any rule? — As a rule some 
people give Is. to oveiy lOt, which is fair lack. Some 
jieoplo wonltl be Bnti3fK.‘d witli lt7. 

25.531. When yon have Imught and given or received 
a Inck-pcnny, do yon think the farmers, when fixing the 
price of the animal, ever consider the value of the Inck- 
penny and put it on the value of the animal P — Some- 
times they include the luck in the bargain, and no Inck 
is given, but in other cases where it is an open bargain 
they give luck. 

25.532. In that case of an open hai-gain do you 
consider the look-penny yon wonld have to give P — I 
always say Is. to the lOl. would be fair luck. 
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• ^ -t. ^ friT® walled in is a bettor place to hold fairs tUan on the puTiUo 

25,533. Would you coiisider you were 6 , thoroughfare, leaving out of consideration the fact that 

lat and charge a proportionately you are a trader in tho town I--IwilUakeevoi7thmgi,^ 

animal P— No s that la not taken nito “co oonBideratimi, and I think o>i tlio Ict-livo pi-mciple the 

We make the best “mS ® nothing people got a benedt from tlio passing and repaasingof 

af./.nrf1mff to TOur own taste, mere 13 noi-nmg ^ p„:_„ 


that .. — a — ^ , 

animal P— Nos that is not taken i 
We make the best bargom we co 
penny according to your own taste, 
compulsory about it. 

25 534. Do you know the reason of that fixed charge 
ontispigs?-That i> a rule mth lire merchunts and 
buyers. 


toOBO at the fairs on the strocts. 

25.541. You think the buyers and sellers would 
prelhr a fair green but the traders would oppose itP— 
les. 

25.542. Docs not the fact of bho fairs being held on 


' , . u. „ .sP /.Tittin® 'io.bi'i. JJOCB UOTi WIO JUWt uui3iJ,iio OUUIU ueiU OU 

26,535, H|ul they ever * “ tbe street oeoMion ulutor filth and dirtP^e com. 

down the pnee for measles P — Yes, hut bha missioners send out their men the day following to 


altogether. 

25,535. When that practice was in existence did they 
charge 6d. P — ^No. 

26 587. Do you think it arose out of the abolition of 
that system P— I do not know. It was to save _tho 
bnyers’ expenses. There is only one class of pigs tried, 
that is very very heavy pigs. They are yet tned tor 
measles, and the buyers take the same luck as usual. 

25.538. They do still, you say, try that class of pig P 
—They do. 

25.539. Have they a special man for that purpose ?— 
They have men of their own. There is nothmg ohoi-ged 
for the pig, but if the pig turned out to he moasled 
the price is cot. aud the tormer can take her home if 
he wishes. It is optional. 


clear it ott*. 

25.543. Have you board complaints that filth and 
dirt wore allovrod to remain tlioro for any lengthened 
penodP— Yes, you will find llioso complaints to exist 
In a township. You should liiivo troulo the staff to 
take it away m a moment. 

26.544. Would the traders iiut up with any incon- 
venienco caused to thorn for tnwle purposes P— Yea. I 
only heard some prlvabo individuals complain, and for 
the benefit of the town they w nild nob object. I was 
going to any, if another fair waa added, it wonld be 
suitable, because the fairs improve the business of the 
town. 

25.545. Are all the fail's well attended? — They are, 
riTilflM the harvest fah-s. They might be a little thin 
in harvest time, when tho people are securing the 
crops. 


25,540. Do you think from your experience as a 
buyer or seller that a fair green with pens and properly 

Mr. Thomas O’Beeen examined. 

25,548. Havo you over attoiidod the fairs iu Kilkenny P 


25.546. (TFttwess.) I think it wonld bo most detri- 
mental to interfere with the fairs or markets that have 
been so long established, and wherever they have been 
tampered with they have been ruined. 

25.547. Could you mention an instance of that kind P 
I do not koow from experience, hut I heard Kilkenny 


-No. 


25,549. Havo you anything further to say P — Nothing. 
25,560. Is there any olhor gontloman who has ony 
evidence to give, or who wishes to make any observa- 
tions P— No answer. 

The inquiry then terminated. 


WEXFORD. 


With reference to my inquiry in Wexford on the 5th day of December 1888, 1 beg 
to report as follows : — 

Wexford is a maritime tovm situated on the south-east coast. It has an extensive 
harbour which is admirably situated for commerce, from its proximity to Euglaud and 
being at the entrance of the Irish Channel, but unfortunately those advantages are not 
available in consequence of a bar at the mouth, having only 12 feet of water at high 
tide, which limits the traffic considerably. The general trade is extensive, and there 
are many local industrie.s. 

The streets are peculiarly narrow, having on each aide houses substantially built. 
The local government is vested in the mayor, aldermen, and oounoillora of the muni- 
cipal corporation. The population is 12,163. 

The markets are daily, but Wednesday and Saturday are the principal days. ThefaiK 
are held on the third day of each month, except the montt of May, when the fair is 
held on the 1st. 

The fairs are toll free. At the markets tolls are levied each day according as com- 
modities are brought into the market buildings. 

A scale of the charges is erected for public inspection. Tho market owners, however, 
have no weighing machine, but one belonging to the Harbour Commissioners is 
availed of. 

The market rights are the property of the corporation of Wexford. There 
were five patents granted for Wexford. The first is dated 25th duly 1317, and 
granted to the corporation a Saturday market. The second is dated 13th April 1411. 
aud likewise granted a Saturday marm. The third is dated 19th January 1608, and 
granted two markets and two fairs, the days and dates of which were not specified. 

The fourth is dated 3rd August 1609, and granted a Wednesday and Saturday market 
aud fairs on the 29th June and 1st November, and two days after each. The fifth 
patent is dated 24th December, 3rd James H., and granted a Wednesday and Saturday 
market and fairs on the 29th June and six next days, the first four days of August, 
24th, 25th, aud 26th August, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd November. The present fairs were 
established in 1879 without any express authority. 
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The present scale of charges and byelaws were approved of by the Local Govern- 
ment Board in 1878, previous to which no buildings were erected or charges levied. 

In accordance with my instructions, I have inspected the fair and market places. 

The fairs are held some distance outside the town on an enclosed fair green known 
as Windmill Hill and the public streets abutting on it. There is no accommodation in 
the way of shelter or pens provided there. It seems unsuitable for a fair green owing 
to its distance from town. 

The com and general market is held on the public thoroughfare. Hay and straw 
market is held on Commercial Quay. 

The meat market is held in two shambles with slated roofs, and divided into stalls. 

Portions of these sheds are used as a dead fowl market and for general purposes. 
The market is enclosed with a concreted floor, and seems suitable for the purposes 
intended. 

The site is rented by the corporation from a Mrs. Deane at 501 a year, under a lease 
for 99 years from 1871. 

The wholesale fish market is situate close by the meat market in a partally covered 
enclosure at a place called White’s Wall on the public thoroughfare. It is provided 
with stabs. The retail fish market is held in the basement of the Town Hail, and is 
completely covered in. It is divided into sections by flags for the purpose of those 
engaged in retailing fish there. 

The producers pay a porterage charge of 2d. per sack to porters for removing sacks 
(principally of corn) from their carts to the merchants’ stores. It seems custom requires 
^at these men should be employed. 

Appended will be found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

John J. 0’Meab.a, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Dublin. Assistant Commissioner. 


Wexford, 6th December 1888. 


Mr. WtuiAU A. Bnowns, town clerk, eznmmed. 

35.551. You are the town clerk of Wexford ? — ^Yea. 

25.552. There is a corporation in Wexford and not 
town coauniasionera P — ^xea, coturistinf of mayor, 
aldarmen,and burgesses of the borough of Wexford. 
They are ae-officio town coimnisaioners under the Towns 
Improrement Act. 

25.553. Are they the owners of the market rights 
and tolls in Wexford ? — They are. 

25.554. Is there onx individual or authority exercising 
any market rights other than the corporation? — ^No. 

25.555. What is the market day in Wexford? — The 
com, meat, and fish market are held on every day of 
the week ; the market for live fowl on W ednes^y ; the 
other markets, that is market for butter, eggs, aud dead 
fowl, is held ou Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

25.556. Those are all the markets hero ? — ^Yee. 

25.557. The general market, ynu might say, is held 
on Wednesday and Saturday?— Exactly. 

35.558. That is for the commodities that do not oome 
on other days P — Yes. 

25.559. Is Wednesday especially allotted off for live 
fowl, or do live fowl only oome that dayP — That is oil. 

25,560- When are the fairs held? — The fairs ore held 
»t the Wind Mill Hill for cattle, sheep, and pigs. 
They are held on the third day of every month except 
the one in May, wUch is held on the first day of May. 

25,561. Yon have twelve faira in the year P — ^Yes. 

25,662. When were these twelve fairs established P — 
^e first of the present fairs was held on &e 3rd 
October and superseded the old fairs which had 
hocome almost extinct. 

26,568. What were these old fairs P — Fairs for cattle, 
sheep, and pigs. 

25.564. What dates were they held on P — ^As well as 
1 can recollecc, one was held at Michaelmas. 

25.565. Were these twelve fairs established in 1879 P 
-Yes. 

25.566. For the first time P — Yes. 

25.567. Do yon know under what anthority they 
were estahlisned. Was there any patent granted to 


the corporation of the twelve fairs P— No, the way they 
were established was this. A meeting or several 
meetings of the leading inhabitants and leadine farmers 
were held, and they decided on holding the fairs once 
a month. 

25.568. Are tolls levied at these fairs P — No. 

25.569. They are toll free ? — ^Yes. 

25.570. Were tolls ever levied at the feirs P — ^None. 

25.571. Either at the previous fairs or at any of the 
monthly ones P — 1 can not say about the previoos fairs. 

25.572. Within your recollection P— They have not 
been levied. 

25,578. Is this Wind Mill Hill portion of the public 
thorooghfare, or is there a f^-green provided?— There 
is a fau--green there, but it is not used by the people. 
It is a large green space. 

25.574. Is it inclosedP— It is inclosed on throe sides. 
It is level with the public road. 

26.575. Is it a wide space off the public road? — 
Hxootly. 

25.576. Yon say that is not used P— It is not used. 

25.577. do they expose the uiimals ? — ^In John 
Street and William Street, which are the approaches to 
the public fair-green. 

25.578. These portions of the public street, are they 
as narrow os the ordinary streets of Wexford? — ^No. 
They are the widest streets in Wexford. 

25.579. Are they conrenient to the markeb-plnoe ? — 
No ; about a half-o-mile from the market-place. 

25.580. Are they convient to the trading portion of 
the town? — They are as convenient os they can be. 

25.581. Why do not they utilise the fair-green. 
What reason have they or do they assign, for not going 
to it and exposing thw cattle there? — When the fair 
was first established the people went into the fair- 
green, but in the course of time they encroached furtlier 
down on the streets, and laterly the fair-green is not 
used at all. 

25.582. How do they nfclise the green between fairs? 
—They let it to oircases coming to the town. 

25.583. Is it portion of the corporate property? 
—Yes. 

I i .3 
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25.584. In 1879 had they to parchaso it?— Wc.' It 
was a common some years ago, and tlio grand jury on 
representation from the corporation took down two oUl 
windmilU that were on it, and lovelled the gi-oon for 
the purpose of a fnii'-greon. 

25.585. Where are the mwkets hold?— Tlio com 
market consists of three diyisions— one of tho coni 
mm-kets is held on Redmond Road, another on 
Distillery Road, and the other at tho Faythe. 

2-5,586. Are those three places enclosed ? — No. They 
are the public streets. 

25.587. Then the com market is held on the public 
thoroughfare ? — Yos. 

25.588. Whero is tho meat morkot hold ? — Tboro avo 
two shambles — one in Anno Street and one in tho 
market building, that is in the egg market. 

25.589. Are these two shambles inclosoilP — Thoy are. 

25.590. Is there any sholtei- accommodation in thorn ? 
— There are rcgnlnr stalls. 

25.591. Do thoy exposo the meat elsewhere than in 
these shambles P— Yes, in shops throngh the town. 

25.592. Do yon derive mj henofit from their selling 
in shops through the town ? — No. 

25.593. Only when they sell in the shambles P — 
Quite so. 

25.594. Where is the fish soldP— Tlio wholesale, 
market fhv fish is held in a partially covered iuclosm-u 
at 'White’s Wall. This fish market contains 2,400 
square feet, of which 1,120 has covered shedding over 
it. Tho other fish market, tho retail fish market, is 
held in the Boll Ring in tlie Tholsol — that is tho town 
clerk’s office and committee rooms of tho corporation. 

25.595. Underneath that ? — Yes. 

25.596. That is a completely covered space ? — ^Yos. 

25.597. 'Where are tho live fowl sold? — Thoy aio 
sold in Rorke Street, Main Street, and tho Bull Ring.' 

25.598. On the public thoronghfare P — Yes. 

25.599. 'Where is the general mai-ket held for butter, 
eggs, and dead fowl ? — In the market building adjoining 
the Bull Ring. 

25,000. 'What are the other commodities sold in this 
building besides butter, eggs, and dead fowl P — Butter, 
eggs, dead fowl, meat, hoots, tin-ware, flannels, and 
furaiturc. 

25.601. That comes to the market-place P — Yos. 

25.602. Do hay and straw come here? — Yes. 

25.603. Whero are they exposed ?— Tho hay aud straw 
market is held ont on Commercial Qimy. 

25.604. Is that the public thoronghfaro P — Tos. 

25.605. Have yon any market buildings but bliosc 
you have mentioned P — No. 


25.016. Thoy do no1; cliargo any at.allago fee or rents 
there ?— No. I only think it was the ^rbonr Com- 
mi.'^si'mora inclosed it ; I am not stating it positively. 

25.017. Do you rcouivo any cliargos from tho retail 
fish morkot nndov your town hall P — Yea, we receive a 
nominal rent for tho puryoso of kunping it cloan. The 
whole rent amounts to 8t. 4.v. H<1. in tlio year. There 
oro 26 flags thorc^, and wo oliargo at tho rate of U. a 
stand. 

25,618. TIioho lu'o standings P — Yos. 

25,019. Is that a daily chargu you liavo ou these 26 
standings? — A woi:kly charge. Fur 16 of the Bags we 
charge at tlio rabo of Id. a -week, and for 11 at il, a 
woolc. 

25,620. Tlum yon have 27 of these standings ?— Yes. 

25,021. Wbti was it origiimlly provided the retail fish 
market? — I bolinvu it whk tho corporation. 

2.5,022. "WiiH thn roLail fish market always held 
thoro ? — It wiiB. 

2.5,628. Who jirovidod tlio gonoral markot baildkgs ? 
— 'rhtx corporn-tion. 

25,02-1. 'Wlion P — T’hoy wore opened ou the 2lBt 
Dooomhor 1878- 

2.5,625. Do yon know what wipitivl oxpoiidituro the 
oorporntioii was at in providing this building P— The 
pavchaso of tho grnniid cost -J-OOZ., aud tlio erection of 
tliu building 1,1211. 13k. 7d., and uroutiug Uio stalls out! 
fitting up tho Hidu markoi. 12!)^. -k. lUtl, making a total 
of 1.050Z. 17s. 7d. 

2ii,62G. What oxjiennu ai'o thoy at yearly in the way 
of ropaii-B? — Up lo tlui ]ircHunb tho rojuirs have only 
come to IZ. 17«. 7rZ. 

25.627. Havo thoy it sabjoct to any rent, or have 
thoy the i'oo-sLmplo of tho aiU’ P — Thoy pay 50Z. a year 
for tho ground. 

25.628. To whom P — ’I'o Mrs. Doan Morgan. 

25,029. Do thoy hold it ou lease P — 'Yos. 

25.630. Do yon know tho lorms of it ? — It is for 99 
years. 

25.631. Prom whon? — From Donembor 1871. 

25.632. Did you ever boo tho loaao yourself P — I did 
not. 

25.633. Do you know are thoro any special covenants 
iuit other than tho ordinary covrnants between land- 
lord and tenants ? — do nol . I never saw the lease, 
and I cannot say. 

25,684'. Are thoro tuiy ohargc.H payable to the corpora- 
tion out of tho hay and stanvw market hold on tho quay ? 
— ^No. 

25,635. What aro tho charges luvicd at this market- 
plooo P — This is tho sciheduie. 


25,606. Is the hay and straw market held ou 
Wednesday P — ^Ycs. 

25,697. Do yon collect tolls at these markotu P— 'Wo 
collect tolls at none of the markets except tho retail 
fish market and what is called tho egg and butter 
• market. 

25.608. That is in tho market building? Yes. 

25.609. Is the wholesale fish market freo of toll?— 
Yes. 

25,810. And the hay and straw market is free P— Yes 
The corn market is also free. 

25,611. Who provided this wholesale fish market, and 
covered it in P— The Harbour Commissioners. 

25,012. Do they derive any boaofit from itP— No 
This place, at mite’s Wall was an old common 20 
veai-s ago, and partially covered with water. Tho tido 
used to olili and flow over it, and it was reclaimed by a 
man named Matthew Dooling, and tho fishernion heforo 
it was reclaimed used to bring their boatsup to this old 
common und sell the fish there to the fiahwomou and 
people retailing the fish. ADer a time, when tho 
common w^ reclaimed, coal yaids were bnilD on it. but 
I think it Is tho Hai-bonr Comiuisaionora who enolosed 
this place. 

25,613. .^d then gave it over to these wholesale fish 
dealers ? — Yes. 


25.614. Practically these are the fishemenp— Yes. 

25.615. Wore tho Harbour Commissioners evei* paid 
bMk the money they expended in that -way ?— I am not 
able to say, but I do not think they were. 


25,636. Wiincsfl then produood tho byelaws and' 
schedtilo of olmrgoH of which Uin ibnowiiig is a copy:— 

BOUOUflH Oil’ WEXFORD, 

To Wrr. 

MARXIST BYELAWS. 

At a meeting of tho Town Oounoil of tho borough of 
Wexford, spooinlly couvouod for tlio purpose, hdd on 
tho 21st day of Octobov 1878, [inrsuant ti^ublic notice 
thereof of the 18cb day of Septomber 1878 (two-thirds 
of tjho Oouncil boing prcHont), it was resolved by a clear 
majority of the entivo body to repeal tho byelaws of 
1874 and that in aubstitulion thereof the following 
byelaws for Iho fuburu nutnagcniont of the Wexford 
Market-ploco mid iimvkotn to bo held therein, with the 
tolls and charges hovoimdor, bo adoiitod, the tolls and 
charges having been previously approved of by tiie 
Local Govornmont lloanl. 

UrurkctHyeltitM. 

Byelaws for the inanagununit of tho market-place, 
and rcignlabing tlio holding ol’ luai-kota in tho town of 
Wexford, made by this town council pursuant to “The 
Public Health (li-i>hvnd) Act, 1878,” {-tl A 42 VicL, 
cap. 52), aud “Tlio Markoi, s and Fairs OlausosAot, 
1847,” (lU A 11 Viet., cap. U). 

Days and Iloitrafor holdUuj the MarJeets- 

1. A market for potatoes and all othei* vegotables, 
fruits and flowers, wild fowl, rabbits, haroaaud levorctt, 
dead fowl, bnttor, eggs, live fowl, aud wool,_niayhe 
bald on every wook-day tbrongbout the year, except 
Cbrisbmas Day ami Good Friday. 
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2. On OTury day a]}pointuu lor the holding of a 
market, such mai’kot shall, from and including tho 
•25tiii day of March to the 2JHh day of yaptorabor, com- 
mence, not oarlicv than sovou o’clock ui the •fovenoou, 
and close not later than eight o’clock in the aflerncion, 
pplpas Satnrday, when it shall bo ci)cn until ton o’clock, 
and shall, from and inclnding the 29LU of Septombm- to 
the 25th day of March, cotumcuce not earlier than 
eight o'clock in tho foveuuun, and close not later than 
seren o’clock in the afternoon, oulcss Saturday, when it 
shall bo open until nine o’clock. 

3. Any person resorting to tho markcb-plaoo for tho 
sale of any goods, provisions, tDarkctablo commodities, 
or ariicles, shall not, for the purpose of sale, or ox- 

osure for sale, bring tho same or cause tho same to be 
roQgbt into such markeb-placo more than one hour 
before the time appoiutod for tho commencement of any 
market. 

4. A pe'Bon resorting to tho market place for the sale 
of any goods, provisions, markiitablo commodities, or 
orticlcfl, shall nob allow such gomls, piw-isiona, market- 
able commodities, or articles, or any jmrt tUurcof, to 
remain in the raarkot-placo for more than one hour 
aftw tho time appointed for tho olose of any market, 
unless luck-up stalls- 

Marliet-i>l(i£e. 

5. Tho raarkol-plucB shall consist of thitjo divisions : — 

(1.) Tho market for potatoes and all other vegetables 

shall be bold iu Goni Marlcot which shall be 
the first division iif the mavkct-plucc. 

(2.) The market for live fowls only sluill be hold in 
Eowe Street, and iu tho main street, from 
Anno Sti'cct to tho Rodraoinl Monument, and 
in tbo Bull Iting, without encroaching on the 
pathways in airy place, keeping to tho side 
nearest to tho Quay, ami leaving a clear 
passage on tlio rondwuy, withoul; 'iuoludiug 
tbc Tuotways, of fourteen feet, which shall 
bo tho second divisioii of tho luarkcb-plocc. 

(3.) The market for- dood fowls, rnbbilB, biu'cs, 
Icvcj’Ols, butler, eggs, anil wool, Iruit ajid 
llowcrfi, and other goods tulmissible into tho 
luurket, shall be hold only in tho enclosed 
morkut-pluce oiljoiuing tbo Bull King, which 
shall bo tho third division of tho market- 
place. 

6. A parson resorting to tho market-place fur the 
sale of any goods, provisions, marketable commodities, 
or oiticl^, shall not for the ])urposo of sole, or of 
oqroeuro for sale, plooo, or cause to bo placed, such 
goods, provisions, marketable commodities, or articles, 
in any part or ports of the morkob-place other than 
such ae arc approinuatod by thiso byelaws for the 
market of the same. 

ObaiTiictions and Nnigunoas. 

7. A person resorting to tho market-place, and being 
in charge of any waggon, cart, cai’, truck, barrow, or 
other vehiolc, with a horso or other animal bamossod 
thereto, or of any boast of hui-den, shall not cause or 
allow auoh vehicle or beast to stand in sncli market- 
place, or in any street, avenue, or passage iu snob 
market-place, or in any of tho immediate approaches 
thereto, for any longer time than shall bo reasonably 
necessary for tho sale of, or for the loading or nnlooding 
of, any goods, prorisious, marketable commodities, or 
articles, or for taking up or letting down passongers. 

8. A person resorting to tho niai'kot-|ilaco, and being 
in charge of any waggon, cart, car, ti'uok, boiTow, or 
other vehicle, without a horse or other animal being 
harnessed thereto, shall uot cause or allow such vehicle 
to stand or remain in the mor^t-place, or in any street, 
avenue, or passage in such markot-pluce, or in any of 
the immediate approaches thereto, iu such a manner as 
to obstmot the paasago of any person, or vehicle, or of 
any cattle, goods, provisions, mnrkotablo commodities, 
or articles, in or through such moiket-plftce, street, 
avenue, passage, or approach. 

0. A person roBOrfeiug to tha market-place for the 
ssle of any goods, provisions, marketable commodities, 
or articles, shall not cause or allow snoh goods, provi- 
sions, marketable cominodities, or articles bronght or 
eoiweyed toorfrom snoh market-place, or any building, 
•tall, or standing therein, or to stand, be placed, or 
eiposed for sale in sneU a manner os to obstruct the 
I*®age of imy person, or vehicle, or cattle, or of any 
goods, provisioEB, maiketable commodities or 
in or tiirongh snob markot-plaoe, or pnak 
thereof, or any of tho munediabo aiiiirouchos thoroto. 
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10. A loiiant or oconpicu’ of any building, stall, or 
standing in the market-place, sbsJI not cause or allow 
any goods, iirovisions, markotablo commodities or, 
ui'tiulcs, to be doposited or exnu.sed for solo in or u]jon 
such building, stall, or standing, so that such goods, 
provisions, raurkctablo commodities, or articles, or auy 
jiart thereof, shall project boyond tbc line of such 
building or sLall, or beyond tho limits assigned to such 
standing, so as to obsti-uct tho passago of any jiorsoD or 
vehicle, or of any cattle, goods, provisions, marketable 
commodities, or articles, in or tlirougb the maiket- 
plocc or any part therwjf. 

11. Every tenant or occupier of auy building, stall, 
or standing in the market-ploco shall caubu such build- 
ing, stall, or standing to be properly cleansed beforo 
the reception, deposit, or exposuro for sale thoroiu or 
thovcon, and immediately after the removal therefrom 
of any goods, provisions, marketable commodities, or 
orbicliis. 

12. Every ]m.‘ 1 - 80 ii resorting to tho market-place for 
tho sale of any goods, pmvisions, marketable comino- 
didcK, or avtic^us, or iu ulmvgo of auj’ n-nggon, cart, 
truck, barrow, or other vobiolo, or of any bea-st of 
burden used for the convopmoo of any goods, provi- 
sions, markctablu commodities, or artieles to or hroin 
sucb markct-placc, sliall from time to tamo, ns often os 
ocoasioii may requiro, and in snob a manner ns to pre- 
vent nuisance or olistructiou, remove or cause to bo 
removed, from every sti-cot, aveimo, or jiassage in such 
markot-plac4‘, or from tlio footway or roadway of any 
of the intormudiate approaches tliuroto, all vegetable or 
animal rofuso, filth, litter, or inibbish, which may have 
fallen, or may Wve been thrown or deposited thoruin 
or thcroon during the lontUng or unloading, or the 
convoyanco to or from such markct-placc of such 
goods, provisious, marketpl^lc cpmmodities, or articles. 

SltUla, EciiU, and IjliilUiijH. 

13. No atalls or sUuidiiigs shall bo permitted in tho 
pnblic Btrocts. 

14. Spaces fur bnildiiigs, stalls, or staudings iu tho 
mui'kct-]>1acc, jiuiubcr tlirou division, fur the sale of 
vegctablos, IVuits, Uowuvs, gomk, proviKious, and other 
marketable cominudibies, and articles, aball, at a price 
uot ciEuecding sixpence per month for each square foot, 
be lot by the town council aa may be agreed upon. 

Pe'iuUica. 

15. Every person wjio snail offend agnansD auy of the 
forogoiug byelaws kliaU be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding 40«. for every auch ofl'enoe : and, in the cose 
of a coutmniug oOence, a farther peualtj' uot exceeding 
40s. foi- each day after written notice shall have been 
given by the tomi council to auch oliender, to be re- 
covorablo by auy of tbo ways or by which the same 
shall, for tho timo being, be by law recoverable. 

Weighiiuj of Buffer and Wool. 

Ifl. All buttor bought and sold within the market- 
place shall be weighed nt the public weighing-place 

E rovided by tho toivn council for that purpose, and oU 
utter in casks, kegs, firkins, or cools shall be weighed 
not-, and the true weight thereof determined, after 
deducting only tho weight of the cask, keg, firkin, 
package, or cool ; and if any buyer, or other person em- 
ployed by him or her, shall take or receive any other 
dixluotion or allowance other than the weight of the 
said cask, kog, firkin, package, cr cool, under the pro- 
■ tende of such deduction or ollowanco, being for tret, 
beamflge, brokerage, or cartage, porterage, or delivery, 
or under any other pretence whatever, he or she sb^l 
be liable, for every sucb oUeuci,, to a penalty of 51. to 
bo recovered by any of the ways or means by which tho 
same shall, for tho timo being, be by law recoverable, 
provided, novcrthelcss, that tho justacc, justices, or 
court before whom auy complaint may bo made, or any 
pi-oceedingp mav bo taken in respect of any such 
offence, may, if ho oi' they think tit, adjudge the pay- 
ment, as a penalty, of any sum leas than tho fall amount 
of tho ijcuoUy imposed by this byelaw. 

17. All wool bought and sold within tho market- 
place shall bo weighed at the pnblic wcigbing-plaeo 
provided by tho town council for that purpose. 

ToUs. 

18. AU goods mentioned in Schedule A. hereunder, 
allowed into tho market-plaoo, shall bo charged a toll, 
as per Schedule A. 

I i 4 
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Charges. 

19. All -wool, and butter iu firkins, kegs, or cools, 
weighed in the market-place, shall bo charged aa set 
forth in Schedule B. hereunder. 

SCHEDULS A. 

For every basket of eggs - - ' 

For every basket of butter, under 14 lbs. * !“• 

For every basket of butter over 14 lbs. • 2d. 
Each turkey or goose - - - - Id. 

Eafch couple of fowl or ducks - - -Id. 

Each pair of rabbits ■ - * -Id. 

Each hare or leveret * - - " 

Each firkin, keg, cask, or cool of butter - Id. 
Each package of wool - • - Id. 

SCHEDULl! B. 

For weighing each firkin, keg, or cool of 
tetter • • - - 2d. 

For weighing any quantity of wool under one 
owt. 2d. 

For over one cwt., and under two owts. - 4d. 

For over two cwts., and not exceeding throe 
CW13. - - - - • 6d. 

For exceeding three cwts., for every additional 
cwh, or part of a owt. ... Id. 
Adopted at a meeting of the town council of the 
boron^ of Wexford, on ^e 21st day of October 1878, 
two-thirds of the council being present at the meeting, 
by a clear majority of the entire body. 

(ls.) John J. WiLSir, May<n'. 

T. M. O’Liaht, Town Clerk. 

Ihese byelaws eomfirmed by the Local Government 
Board for Ireland this 5th day of December 1878. 

(i.s.) R. M. Bellew. 

Ohahies Oeokee Kins. 

25.637. Are these the charges levied for the use of the 
market-place by those who avail themselves of it? — 
Tee. 

25.638. Do you give them any standings in it, or do 
you let any stalls for these charges ? — ^Tea. 

25,689. Supposing they bring in a basket containing 
pair of fowl, and they place it on the flaw iu the 
market-place p — ^The charges are collected at the gate. 

25,640-1. Ton do not consider whether they sub- 
sequently sell or not when they bring in the com- 
modity ? — ^No. There are benches for them there. 

25,642. Supposing they exposed an article or com- 
modity for sale ana did not sell it, would you return 
the charge to them P — No. 

25,648. Ton have other charges ? — Tes, for weighing. 
25,644. For weighing each firkin, keg, or cool of 
butter 2d. P — Yea. 

25,646. For weighing any quantity of wool under one 
cwt. 2d. P — Yes. 

25.646. For weighing any quantity of wool over 
1 cwt. and under 2 owt. 4d. P — Yes. 

25.647. For 2 owt. and not exceeding 3 cwt. 6d. P 

Yes. 

25.648. For weighing any quantity of wool exceeding 
3 cwt. and every additional 1 cwt. or part of 1 cwt. Id. P 
— That is all. 

25.649. How is the butter brought here ? — The butter 
is brought into this market in baskets. 

25.650. Is it all roll batter? — Yes. Thera is no 

regular market for firkin butter. 

25,651-2. Doyouproducethis document as a schedule 

of the rules and regulations in the market-place P 

1 do. 

25,653-5. You have no other rules or regulations except 
what is mentioned in this document P— No. 

25,656-7. Previous to 1878hadthe corporation control 
over the markets ? — They had. 

25.658. Were these charges, the charges levied 
previous to 1878 P — There were no charges previous to 
the time the byelaws came into operation. 

25.659. Were all the markets previous to 1878 held 
on the streets ?— They were. 


25.660. There waa no market building P— No, except 

the retcul fish market underaoath the town hall. ^ 

25.661. Had the coi'poration to purchase any market 
rights in 1878 P— There wore no market rights. 

25.662. They bad to expend no money in purohasinK 
the interest of any person in market rights ?— No. 

25.663. Could you givo me the average receipts of 
the corporation for Iho past throe yeai's out of these 
markets, and if you can segregate the different items bo 
much the better P — The average amount of the receipts 
up to 31st December last for the last three years, 
was os follows : — From the tolls 50J. 7s. lOd. ; from 
stallages 521. Ss. 5d. \ for weighing 4?. 17s. M.\ aud 
from the fish stands 81. 4s. 8d. 

25.664. Are they the not receipts after the paymeot 
of all expeuBOB or tho gi'OsaP — They are the groaa 
receipts. 

26.665. Givo me tho expenditure ?— The expenditure 
was 1051. 14e. lid. for principal and interest on the 
loans ; 431. Is. 6d. for tho officers salaries, and 11. 17j,7(J. 
for repairs. 

25.666. What was tho amount originally borrowed bj 
the corporation P — 1,5001. 

25.667. Who was this bon’owed from? — The Board of 
Public Works. 

25.668. How much are they in debt at present P 7501. 

25.669. What interest does it bear P — 51. per cent. 

25.670. Payable half-yearly ? — Yes. 

25.671. On what dates P — Tho 1st May and ht 
November. 

25.672. Do you pay off any of that ivincipal csch 
year P — We do. 

25.673. What rate P — 301. each half year, that is 001, 
a year of the priucipal, 

25.674. Do you confine the sale of eggs, butter, fowl, 
and game to this market building P — Yes. 

25.675. The pstele cannot sell them out on thepablic 
thoroughfare P — They can and do 

25.676. Yon do not prohibit or restrain them from 
going about the town and exposing their conunoditieB 
for sale P — ^No. We have no power. 

25.677. You did not get such a byelaw sanctioned by 
the Local Government Board? — ^No. We have no 
power to compel anyone to go into the market-place, 
but then under the Towns Improvement Act, we can 
summon and fine them for causing an obstruction on 
the street. 

25.678. Do you enforce tho provisions of tho Towns 
Improvement Act P — We do sometimes. 

26.679. In that way you endeavour to compel them 
to resort to the market P — Exactly. 

25.680. Is the butter always brought to this building 
to be weighed P — No. 

25.681. Supposing they sell tho butter onamarket 
day in the town and do not weigh it at your scales, 
would you seek for any charge P — No. 

25.682. Only when it is actually weighed P— When 
actually weighed. 

25.683. Thero is no compulsory provision in tbe 
^elaws compolliiig thorn to weigh ab your scales P-* 

25.684. They can soll.and weigh where they please?— 
Exactly. 

25.685. Where are tho potatoes sold? — In the com 
market. 

25.686. That is on tho public thoroughfare ?— Yes. 

25.687. Have the corporation 'over considered >| 
dosirablo to confine the sale of all of these different 
marketable commodities to this market building, 
take them off the public thoroughfare f — No. 

25.688. Wore representations ever made to themW 
adoot such a course P — Not to my knowledw. the 
object of the corporation is to benefit the people of “6 
town by fostering the markets and fairs. 

25.689. Have they never discussed whether 

be desirable, and tend to the improvement and afl- 
vancement of them, to hold the markets in 
inclosed market building, and not have them soattem 
indiscriminately about the tovm P— They never ois- 
cussed that to my knowledge. 
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25 690. Are these charges levied every dayp — Every 
market day. 

25 691. That is every Wednesday mid Saturday? — 
Yes.’ 

25,692. la the market building open any other 
days’of tlio week ?— It is open eveiy day. 

25 693. Supposing they bring the commoditiee into 
it on' days other than. Wednesday or Saturday, do yon 
levy charges P — Yes. 

25.694. Of course the weighing chargee would be 
levied every day P— Yes. 

25.695. Do yon weigh any com P— Tos. 

25.696. Do you weigh potatoes P — ^Toa, if brought to 
the market. 

25.697. What is the charge P — ^A penny per sack. 

25.698. What is the charge fur weighing corn P — A 
penny per sack. 

95.699. If they cannot effect a sale of any of the 
commoditiee they bring to the market-place a market 
day, and wish to store them until the following day, 
can they do so P — ^No. 

25.700. You have no storage accommodation P — No. 

I believe soma of the bootaellers ore allowed to store in 
the bacon store. 

25.701. Are all the stalls let at present P — ^Two are 
vacant. 

25.702. What do you charge P — Nothing. 

25.703. At whose risk arc the commodities to be 
stored P — At the ownere. 

25.704. You stated yon have a meat market P — Yes. 

26.705. Do you get any charge from the meat, or is 
it all in stalls r — ^In stalhi. 

25.706. You do not weigh it P — No. 

2f),707. Do you supply the stall-keepers witli weights P 
They have the market-place for their use. 

26.708. You merely supply the space? — ^Yes, tlio 
stall for which we charge lOs. a month. 

25.709. That charge is not mentioned on the sohcdule P 
-No. 

26.710. How many stalls have yonP — Six at present 
occupied. 

25.711. All at 10*. a month P — Yes. 

25.712. Can they rent them by the wcekP — Well, 
sometimes we do let them by the week, bnt that is an 
irregularity. 

25.713. What other commcditiesaco sold in the stalls p 
—Nothing but meat. 

26.714. Where are the vegetables sold P — The potato 
and vegetable market is held in the com market, which 
is portmn of the public thoronghfaro. I wish to men- 
tion that this town has lost by &e market building up 
to the present in or about 2,0001. 

25 715. Was that portion of the money expended in 
the original oonstmetion, or is it only the aggregate 
annual loBsP — The aggregate loss comes to 2,0091. 
Ihare is annual loss of 1201. a year inthe market. 

25.716. What would you suggest to obviate that 
difficulty P — To increase the charges and compel the 
people to go into it. 

25.717. Do yon think if there was a byelaw compelling 
all the commodities to be exposed there that there 
would be any necessity to increase the charges ?— It is 
very little availed of. Of course more accommodation 
would bo reciuired. 

25.718. If all commodities were taken to it the space 
would be inadequate at present?— It wonld not be 
adeqnate at all il'all resorted there. I would suggest 
as a moons of reducing the amount of the loss that the 
Board of Works should reduce the interovt on the loan, 
because X consider it excessive to charge dve per cent, 
cs the market loans ; and we have two other loans 
amounting to 12,0001., and we have them at the rate of 
four per cent. 

25.719. What security did you give for this loan in 
connexiou with the markets. Was it the rates, or toils 
alone P — Our proper^, our borough rate, and the tolls 
ariamg out of the market. The Board of Works has 
everything we posBeae as security for all the loons, and 
still we have room to borrow. 

1 5971 ) 6 . 


25.720. Have you any idea of the quantity of com 
brought into the town P — I would estimato the uinounr 
of corn brought into town in the com-se of the year ut 
abdtic iwd hundred thousand (200,000) barrels. I uni 
very well acquainted with the com businees, and I do 
not suppose in the course of the year 20 ban'sls ont of 
that 20U.OOO are weighed in the market-place. 

25.721. In the year P — Yes. It is all weighed at 
the- merchants stores. There are ni)ont 40 malt- 
buuses. anil iit each of these malt-houses the com is 
stored. The morohants go out to the market to buy 
by competition. The corn is then taken in obarge by a 
porter or suck can-ier to the merchants stores, and put 
up OR the loft by him. There is a beam and tub ou the 
loft, into which tho com is pnnred and weighed. 

25.72:^. Sothoiiit is always weighed in its noiural 
state without any covering aronixd it ? — Yes. It is 
poured out of tlic bag into the tub, and tbon placed ou 
the loii. 

Alderman Williau I'mrsoK examined. 

25.723. Are you connected with the ti'ode in the 
town P — ^Yes. 

25.724. Do you think it would be desirable to confine 
the exposure of marketable commodities to a sufficieutly 
large and inclosed market*place P — Most decidedly. Of 
coarse it wonld require a large amount of expenditure. 

2.5,725. Apart altogether from the expense which 
wonld necessarily bo incurred, you think a. properlj' 
inclosed market-place would be tho proper place to 
sell all marketable commodities, and not have them 
going about the streets P — Certainly. 

25.726. Have tbc cotporation, witiiin your know- 
ledge, discussed tbe advisability of erecting such, a 
place P — Wo have not in eatenso, hut when the form 
came down from the Oommissioners we did discuss it 
on its merits that it would he advisable, but there was 
nothing Ihrther about it. They were of opinion that 
such ^culd be tbei'e, and charge a toll, but other 
members of the council would not wish to see it carried 
out for fear it wonld interfere with the trade of the 
town. They would like to see it if there were no bad 
results. 

25.727. At all events the conseusns of opinion in the 
corporation is that tho markets should not be held on 
the public thoroughfare P — Yes. 

25.728. Have you known any accidents to have 
happened by reason of commodities sueb os com and 
potatoes being exposed on the public streets? — 1 cannot 
say I have, bnt in the old coach days there were fre^ent 
coUisions between the coach and me fowl cars. These 
are things, however, long past. 

25.729. Have you ever heard of perishable com- 
moditics being depreciated in value or quantity by 
exposure on any public thoroughfare P — ^Yes,in the fow’i 
market before we gave them what they have. . 

25.730. I mean within the last couple of years ? — 
Not since wc established byelaws in connexion with 
the fowl market. Wu oblige them in winter not to sell 
before eight o’clock and seven in summer. Previous to 
that there were frequent losses to tho sellers. The 
fowl would be taken by ‘‘blockers,’' and the sellers 
wo^d not be paid for them. 

25.731. Wonld tho blockers go out to meet them 
coming into the market ? — Yea. 

25.732. And take the fowl from themP — ^Yes, and 
promise them such prices as they could not get; and the 
filers would neither see fowl nor money. 

25.733. Were these men contracting to purchase the 
fowl from the frrmers mthout having on actual money 
transaction with them, ond subsequemly having effected 
n sale nt a profit over and above the price agreed upon, 
would pay them theuP — Some of them would pay and 
more would not pay at all, bnt since the estabUsmnent 
of more rational hours such things, 1 believe, ore very 
rare. 

25.734. Are fowl sold slsewhore than in this ranrket- 
placcP — They are, principally at fowl markets establishc d 
through the country. 

25,785. In the town are they sold elsewhere P — Not in 
the town. 

25,780. They do not go about the streets P—Litc 
fowl when there is a very large market, as there is 
between this and the new year, extend through the 
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most part oT Llic maiu stvoot, aud aomotimoa a byo-stccot 
is tnrued up. 

25.737. Is not that vory objoctiouablo ou occoaut of 
tho eztrume uarrowucss of tbo etroots of WoxfordP — 
^metimeB it causes ineonvenieiioo, bat it is over so 
ftarly that the incoiweiiieuce is not very great. 

25.738. Tho potato market and com market being 
held iu the sLroets innsc caaao obstruction, the streets 
being so narrow? — Where they hold the polaui market 
the streets aro wide. It is not as good a bosinoBS 
portion of tho totvn as whore the streets arc narrow, 
and then the com marketwas originally a bettor portion 
of tho town. There is a fine open spooo there, and at 
that place tho corn and \x)tatoes aro uisposed of. 

25.739. That is boforo your ordinary market building P 
— They do not congregate there as a rule. It goes up a 
naiTow lane into a broad opon space. It is called the 
corn market, for they formeirly sold die oom there, bat 
now tho corn market is towards the railway station at 
a place colled Distillery Boad and the Hill Boad works. 
Our hay market is held on the quay. 

25.7- 40. Tho faii-s are hold practically ou tho public 
thoroughfare too? — ^Yes. 

26.741. Did you ever hear of any accidents having 
happened, either to the iuhaintants of tlie town or die 
auimnls themselvca, ou account of their being exposed 
on the public thoroughfare ? — I have not heard of such. 

25.742. Have you had experience of other places where 
the fairs were held on a fair-green? — ^Not mdess by 
repute, 

25.743. Still, as a trader and one of tho representa- 
tives of the corporation, do you think a fair-greun. 
would be proper place for fairs to be hold, aud have 
shelter accommodation provided in it P — It would be, 
but tho accommodation would not bo ample for the 
fairs. 

25.744. Supposing there was adequate accommodation, 
you think it would be better than naviiig them ou the 
public street P — Certainly it would be a great advantage. 

25.7- 45. Have you evor heard oomplaints that they 
created mnob filth and dirt? — Besidents along the place 
whore the fairs are held all complain of incon- 
venience, but the formers will goto this place, and 
nowhere else. 

25.746. The corporation have never sought for power 
to confine them to a fair-gieen ? — I think we havo the 
power, bus would not like to exercise it. Wo have 
induced them to come into tho town from tho country 
districts to hold the fairs, and to a groat oxtenc wo 
have succeeded, and the corporation would be vory slow 
to do anything to drive them away again. 

25.747. The only objection the corporation have to 
the erection of a farge genoiul inaikut for all market- 
able commodities is the expense that would be hicarrod P 
— Tes. 

25.748. But th^ are desirous to provide it if the 
pecuniary difficulty could be got over ?— Tea, if it oo^d 
be done without a tax on the townspeople. 

25.749. Do you think if corn and other commodities 
wore exposed for sale in a sufficiently largo and properly 
sheltered market-place that the ffirmers would have any 
objection to pay a small charge towards tho maintenance 
of that market to pay od' tho expouBo incurred in 
erecting it?— At firrt, I am certain they would, Irat 
ultimately they would come to see the advuubage to 
themselves and the competition among the buyers, bufc 
at present they would object to any charge, however 
small, os a tax on them. 

25.750. Do you remember when any tolls were levied 
at these corn markets P — I do not. I have heard there 
Was a toll in old times, bnt of my own knowledge I do 
not know it, 

25.751. Do you think, generally speaking, that in 
We^ord more pai-ticularly, having more knowledge of 
Wexford than elsewhere, that the exaction of a toll on 
marketable commodities acts os as a deterrent on 
farmers bringing in the supply they would brine, if the 
markets wore toll free P — In Kilkenny. I understand 
there aro tolls there, and thero is no objection to pay 
all expense, and thero is no rate in Hilkcnny. 

25.752. What do you think now from tho feeling of 
the farmers surrounding Wexford? — They wt^d 
o^ect to it. They require to be educated. In an in- 
diruut way at present they pay a khid of tax, tiioy pay 
2d. for carrying sacks to porters. 


25,758. There iaa portorago cliargo hero? — ^Tes, for 
carrying Uioir sacks from tho oars into tho store. 
They would got inoro for thoiv artiolo sold, if there was 
that ooucuntrubud ualu. 

25,754. When tlto fartiioi's bring tho corn bo this 
pnblic thoroughfare, and oxposo it for salo, do tbs 
morohanbs go around bo tho place ? — They do. 

25,758. They buy it subject to delivery by tho seller ? 
— ^Ycs. Tho aollcr goon to tho merohauts store then. 
Thoru ai'o ^wrlcra about, and for moving the sacks 
into tho morchants store, they charge 2d. per sack. 

25.756. Who engage the portors P — Tho sellen. 

25.757. In whoHO employment oi-o thoy, or are they 
men seeking their livuig by that moans P — ^Tcs. They 
go out the road to moot the farmers coming in. 

25.758. If tho fannur han BuifioLont help, can be utilise 
it? — Ho uibhor would not do it, nr his workmen would 
not do it, or the porters would not allow it. The 
portoiB have that advantage. 

25.759. So that if a man has men with him, and 
having 12 sacks in a load, could save 2s. by his own 
help, the porters will not permit him ?— Thoy will not 
permit him. 

25.760. How is that ? — It is an old custom, and they 
(the porters) would not allow the farmer to doit. 
Where thero is a oonoontratod market, liie farmer 
would got a hotter prioo for tho cunu 

26.761. Is this a largo oora market?— Very largo. 

25.762. Gould yon give mo any approximate idea of 
tho quantity brought horo ? — 1 could not. It was 
made up aomo yoars ago when thoy were seekhig 
additions in tho way of loiiiis. Of com-sotho amount 
could bo got. 

25.763. Tho oorpovation nover mode np an estimate 
of what they could derive fj’om a general market, an 
estimate of tho quantity brought in, and tho charges 
thoy would levy — that is, an ordinary osbimate of wnat 
tho probublo rocoipta would bo if thoy erected s 
market P — Thoy never wont into that. It would be a 
very largo sum from tho quantity brought into the 
town. 

25.764. Could you give mo somo approximate idea of 
the quantity P — I roaTly could not. I neard a maltster 
speaking of a man who sout a 1,000 barrels or 2,000 
barrels away, and ho was only ono of several. 

25.765. Is it all homo comP— Yes. Lost season we 
imported a great doal. Gruincss's agents, Messrs. 
Lunham and Morphy, imported a goc» doal. They 
could got com oqual to whac they rcqnircd. 

25.766. Do tho merchants export with your home ooa- 
aumnbionP — Yoa, they send it to Dublin. Thoy make 
it into mult somoliuioH, und also export the barley with- 
out being malted. Thoy supply merchants in Glasgour 
and ditl'erent English ports. It is principally in jwt. 
There are bnyors who ship loads of bui'ley without being 
malted. 

25.767. You think if tho mai*kot building was pro- 
vidod and charges levied the Ihrmers would first object, 
bnt ultimately thoy would see the bonofit they would 
derive and agree to such charges, if thoy could avail 
themselves of tho abolition of tho porteiago charge, 
IreoauBO praoticolly in other places the ^arge the 
corporation wonld lovy for porforming the duties of 
woigbing and giving them accommodation and help 
to romovo the oommoclity from tho oarts would be 
somewhat loss than what thoy pay for porterage alone? 
— It would havo to go to tho varions morchants stores 
after being sold, anu thero would bo porterage still. 

25.768. Do not thoy have thoir own carts P— They 
have their o^vn oarts, and they bring the corn in them 
to the various stores. 

25.769. Do tho morchants Cvorsond thoir own mWi 
thoir employdos, to take it off tho cart P— Tes. 

25.770. Do thoy roquiro tho seller to put it on die 
left?— Yes. 

25.771. In order to oomploto their eontraotP— Yes. 
Tho only man paid by cho morohants is the weigh- 
master, and then tho soUer pays tho portors. 

25.772. Does tho merchant charge the seller anything 
for weighing tho corn-P — ^No. ■ 

25.773. You never heard of its being done? — 
they do not charge anything for weighing. Thero wss 
a o^rge some years ago, bnt it is done away with oow. 
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Thera was a cartam aniouul of coru U> each barrel — 1 
forget what term they mado nao of — and there was a 
charge of three ponnda. 

26,774'. Was it taken fi-otn the weight? — Yea, a 
dednetion. 

:25,775. Was that for beamagoP — Yes. There was a 
certain omoant stopped for beamiigo. 

25.776. Bnt now they buy by the net weight the taro 
of the sack being tho only dednetiou b-oni the gross- 
weight? — Yes. The other practice was a good mtuiy 
years ago in force and tho sumo tiling apitlied to bnttor 
and vanoua things. 

25.777. That is all douo away with ? — ^Yos. 

25.778. What do yon think of tho iitarkets hero; are 
they good markets r — Very fair, but not so good as in 
old times. 

26.779. How do you comjMire them with the markets 
of the adjoining towns, tho markets of Enniscorthy, fur 
instance ? — They ai‘e equally as good. I hare no know- 
ledge of the fairs there. The fairs I know in Ennis- 
cortny, from what I havo been told, oro far superior to 
ours, bat oor.s are becoming good fau-s, and altimatoly 
will be good fairs. In old times they wore cxcellout. 

26.780. What is the naturo of tho sorromiding 
country P — ^Tho larger proportion in tillage. Of lato 
years tmore is a large portion lot into grass for grazing, 
more so than what there was soino years since. Of 
course that was principally brought around owing to tho 
fall in prices, and the high price given for cattle and 
butter. In old times I remember IVionds tolling mo 
they have hod four and dvo and sometimes more 
horrels of wheat per acre and twenty odd barrels of 
barley. Wheat is not grown now except for their own 
wonts, and they get that ground in a mill that is dying 
ont. 

25.781. They only supply their own necessities? — 
Tcb. 

25.782. Is that owing to foromn competition? — No. 
It is a change of the season, wheat producing seven 
or nine barrels to the acre is not suCBciont to pay tho 
expense. There should be 14 or 15 barrels ; and il* the 
Bcoson is not fine and suitable the wheat is injured, and 
in wet weather valueless, so that the faimors have 
almost given np sowing it. 

25.783. Have yon any su^estiuue to offer as to what 
yon thmlr would tond to tho improvement of the markets 
and fairs? — My own personal optuiuii is that thcro 
should be facility given to borrow monoy at a reosou- 
ablo rote for cstnbliabiug such a markec, and have a 
largo space for tho sale of ourn, and n cruuu. By having 
the market in one place it would bo a groat advantage. 
We have such a place here us tho Orosoent. If that 
■were a filled in space it would he u splendid place for 
concentrating the corn, hay, and all marketable com- 
modities con^g in by cart, and sold oil' the cart. Of 
course it would cost a good deal of money, and after a 
time the farmora wonld come to find it was an advan- 
tage to themselves, and ixwsibly if wc levied a small 
t«U we would have to educate them to agree to it. 

■25,784.- Would the corporation wish to have byclaws 
empoworing them to compel people to resort to this 
place and not soil elsewhere? — I think it would bo 
required, but I thinV there would bo a groat difficulty 
to got the corporation to agree to work mr it. 

25,785. I suppose that is ])rnctioally because tho 
great pr^ortion of them oi’o traders, and it would more 
or less affect the trade and their own interest? — That 
would be one of the principal causes of their objection. 
If there was gener^ legislation applicable to tho 
tinhorn, the majority of them might bo in fovourof 
it, if they had evidence of its buiug a better system 
than the present one. 

^,786. You, then, have an objection to specifically re- 
■quiring the mpney to build such a muiket-place, but if 
•t wasa provision in a genural Act which they could 
adopt yon think it would bemore suitablo P — I Unnk so. 
Ehe way the corporation is isolated wo would uot apply 
Mff lb, but if the Government saiv in their ^visdom a 
forward sneh a Bill as would be suitable, I 
tbmk it is ukely the townspeople would be indneed to 
rae advantage of it, bocauso wc would have a pi*opor 
niMkeUplaoe, and eWythiiig conccutrated there and 
“I'^^hera, which would be ait atlvantoge to the seller. 
At first it might be the means of preventiDg the sellw 
to us now that ^oy have got into fie habit of 
wtabhabing small markets through the country. They 
aave & market at Castle Bridge whore tiiey sell their 


corn hoforo coming into tho town to a few maltstoi’S 
established there. 

2,5,787. How far is this from Wexford ? — Three and a 
half English miles. 

25.788. Is there a town there P — It is a village of 
2.')0 people. 

25.789. I suppose that is owing to the proximity of 
large purchasoi-s P — ^Tos. They have to pass that liy 
coming in. That is the only place thoy fill corn. i( 
tboj established any other ])iacos they would have to 
come into the town, liecausetberois no place fioy could 
got rid of it fur tho wantof mnitstui's. Ifwc bad a large 
iiur-greeu such us in other pbices, anti gave oocomirto- 
datioii with pens for sheep and cattle, so os to prevent 
any accident by the mixing of sheep and cattle, it would 
bo a great matter. 

20,700. l)o the di(Terout species of ammnls mtemix 
at the fairs hero P — ^'I’hey do ut times. 

25.791. I suppose custom has allotted off a certain 
portion nf tho street foreooh? — ^To a groat estoutit 
nns. 

25.792. Ta there anybody to regulate the order of tho 
fairs except the police ? — They attend, but do not iuHir- 
furc, unless there is some ([uarrclling or necessity. 

25.793. Do tho people moke nso of the paiBways ?~ 
Yes, of every place. When the fair is over we have to 
send a scavenger to clean tbc place as well as ho can. 

25,79'J. Is tho corporation tho urban sanitai'y 
authority P — Yes. Of conrse it takes some little time 
if thoru ts a groat oolleotion of manure from it. 

25.795. Do you think the mauure acts os an cr|uivalent 
to tho additional cxpousc yon incur in ctcauing the 
street ? — or course it does. 

25.796. Does it completely cover the expense? — Oh, 
uo. I am sure it would not. Of course we have the 
advantage spent in the town. It is on inconvemcncc to 
the residents whei'e the fairs arc hold, but as I said, 
some are pleased to pat np with it. Wo did tn* to get 
them to go to the fair-green which wa opened, but it 
was rather an exposed ^cc, and they could not be got 
to go there, There was another plfio near the rail- 
way station aud a couple of years ago two or three 
luembers uf tho council tried to induce them to have 
that lovollcd and made into a proper place for the fairs, 
but then iiarty fooling said xt would take tho trade 
from onu place and put it into another. It prevented 
anything practical Ixoing done. Tho council would Ijo 
very slow, as a council, to change the fairs for fear they 
might drive away the farmers again. 

25.797. Do yon think they would bo so sensitive as 
that? — Down box -0 we are vciy oonservutivo, and wu 
stick to old rales. 

25.798. Yon do not like a ohango in that respect ? — 
No. 

25.799. You do not like a change from the existing 
system for fear of injuring the prosperity of the 
markets or fairs P—Tes, but I am sure after a little 
while if it was dono it wonld be nn advantage. 

25.800. You think, although at the beginning a 
change might be detrimental, it would bo ultimatolv 
successful, and a benefit to tbc town gunerslly ?— I 
think it would. 

25.801. That is youx' own opinion ?— Yes. 

25.802. Have you any other suggestions to offer?— 
No, except you saw your way to adrise or recommoxxd, 
ill a general law, that money be advaoiced to public 
bodies for such purposes as constructing markefe aud 
fair-groens. It would be an advautoge if it could be 
loot to them on tbc same favourable terms as to other 
public bodies. Wc borrowed a large amount of money 
fur the 'waterworks, which oTbciwise could not be con- 
structed. That bad to bo done after a public inquiry. 
We ^80 adopted tho Towns improvemout Act after a 
public inquiry, though agreatmany op()OBodit, yet they 
found it a Insnefit to the town, because it gives powers 
wo had not before, and there are other powers wbioli 
wo did not take advantage of, suck os loom byelaws, or 
ftuything that would entail a groat deal of expense. 

25.803. Bfevo yon got a borough raapfistrate hero ? — 
Nu. 

25. 804. Hav.* th;* corporati.in oor|>ornte property? 
—We iiiul largo corporntu prop'-rly, but owing to iho 
loss of (lapcra very iieovly n ri xitnry sixico a lot of tho 
projK'X’ly WHS lost to the cor^KJl•ation. Our papers were 
Iniriied in 1790 odd, and owing to that we lost a lot of 
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■property. We did rocOTerBOuio on the routs rocoivablo, 
hnt it U a mere nothing— 2s. W. an acre for some laud. 

26,81)6. What do you say the total rovenna is P— At 
present o'.ir ravonue is 350/. or 390i. 

25.806. \Nhat is the consolidated town rate P— The 
borough rate at present is lOd. in the pound and 
limited to a Is. Out cess rate, that is tho towns 
isxprovcmont rate in lien of tho connty-oess, is at 
present Is. 6d. and limited to 2s., and oar public water 
rate uo'W expiring 'will bo 2s. M. next year and the 
domestic race a Is. 

25.807. What is tho poor rata P — 2s. in the IZ. 

25.808. Ton do not know the ralnation of tho Wwn P 
—16 200Z., I tMn'\c. We pay out Is. 6d. to Ibo grand 
jury nnnually which comes to 550Z. or 60UZ. according to 
the county a« large charges. Then 'WO keep tho street 
sewerage and footpaths in repair. It is because of 
the state they kept them in former times wo took 
them up. 

•25,809. Do yon think, if the corporation offocted 
'liheBe improvements in providing a new market or 
general market, that they should work it themselves 
and not let it ont to any private individnal ?— Wo 
would keep it in our own hands. 

25.810. Ton thinkthe corporation or local authorities 
arc the best people to control tho markets and fairs 
and manage Inem ?— I do, because they would not bo 
unfair or harsh in their dealings. It would be to tho 
advantage of buyer and seller, and wo would uot have 
excessive charges. X think all those ihings ought to 
be in hanS of the local governing body. 

25.811. Tour opinion is that whore these market 
righte ore not 'vested in local authorities that local 
authorities, if any such exist in a town, should 
obtain compulsory power to acquire tho rights of indi- 
viduals to exercise control over them ? — I do. 

25.812. Because you tliink they would be bettor able 
to manage them, and would give greater satisfaction to 
the people generally than a private individual P — Tes, 
for then there would bo no inducement ibr unfair 
dealing. The officers appointed would he paid salaries, 
and it would be nothing to them to do anything unfair. 

25.813. And the represontatives in the corporation 
would be more or less amenable to their constituents 
than a private individnal subject to no authority P — 
Tes, because if the members of the cooncil acted 
onfairly, at their re-election they would not pat theni 
in, and in that ■way it would be an advantage to have 
the control in Ate hands of a local body. 

25.814. If charges are to he levied at tho markets or 
fairs, do yon think the charge levied should he only one 
to pay on the instalments of the capital oxpeuditnro 
incurred and tho cost of maintenance r — Tes. 

25.815. Ton do not say that the corporation or local 
authority should derive any extra pi'ofit out of them ? — 
1 would be inclined to say not. 

25.816. Any extra profit should go to tho reduction 
of the charges ?— Tes, so as to make it such as to 
indnee the seller to use it. 

25.817. Tour idea would bo to make tho markets or 
fairs aolf-snpporting, and any extra profit to go to tho 
improvement of tho market? — Yus. It was on that 
principle we struck the charges on our own navkot- 

{ >laoe, but it does not cover the expense. There is a 
OSS to the ratepayers, and they do notnumblo. At 
first they did, and seriously grumble, ana on tho other 
hand more objected ■to any charges at all, yet, if wo 
bad no charges it would be a heavy expeuso on the 
ratepayers, because the place could not bo left without 
officers. 

. 25,818. Have you ever heard persons complaining of 

these charges P— At first farmers wives objected to pay 
a penny for a basket of eggs, and they did not come in. 
It was a charge of a penny a doson on tho eggs, and 
they go about the town. 

25,819. Do you charge the penny on tho dozen?— Tes. 

25,820. What •would bo the valno of the dozen P 

Fourteen or fifteen pence. We tried to prevent the 
iuixters from buying up the eggs, and then turning 
around and selling at an increased profit. They escajw 
any tollage. because they come in w^th an emp^ basket. 

25,821. Ton do not charge tbo retailer anything? 

We do not got tho chance. They buy inside wjd try 
and sell again. 


25.822. In tbo fii-st instance havo not they 3 )aid 
charge P — Tho person from whom they bought paid the 
charge. 

25.823. Supposing a man bought commodities inside 
and retailed thorn inside, wonld you levy a second 
charge, that is a clrnTge on the retailer? — Well, we 
havo no power of doing it. 

25.824. Do you ns a matter of fact? — No, unless they 
want batter weighed, and then they have to pay so 
much according to the scale for weighing buttei'. 

JoiiK liluiON oxamiiiod. 

25.825. Ton arc the weigh-moator attached to this 
market P — Yes. 

25.826. What scales have the corporation provided 
thoroP— They have a soalos ibr -weighing tho butter, 
and tboy havo also a scales Ibr weighing tho other com- 
modities, snch as potatoes and com when they come 
in. 

25.827. Is that all P— Tes. 

25.828. The batter scales is utilised for batter aloneP 
— Tes. 

25.829. Have they provided any weigh-brldge here? 
—No. Tho corporation has not. 

26.830. No woigh-hridge at all P — No. 

25.831. Where ore the loads of hay weighed ?— At 
the harbour commissiouers on the quay below. 

25.832. Is that tho only ono provided in tho town?— 
That is tho only ono. 

25.833. Do tho harbour commiaaionerB levy any 
charge for weighing ? — ^Thoy do. 

25.834. Do you know what it is P — I do uot know. 
They havo a man there. 1 think it is Id. per 1 cwt 
they charge. 

25,885. Did you over hear any objections from the 
farmers about tbo harbour comnusBioners weighing?— 
Never. They must go there. 

25.836. Do they ever ask or think tho corporation 
should provide a weigb-bridgo P — Neva’. 

25.837. What commodities do you usually weigh at 
those seoloB P — Potatoes, corn, butter, and wool. 

25.838. Do yon over weigh turnips at thorn? — No. 
They £u*e weighed on tho bridge. 

25,889. When weighing batter, what is tho smallest 
weight you put into the scales, oris it all roll butter P— 
No. The whoLo of it, I might say, is in pounds of butter 
and very few of them ore weighed. 

25.840. When weighed do you weigh down to an 
ounce or 2 oze. P — 1 do uot woigh on onuco or 2 ozs. 
I weigh it by lump. 

25.841. Oim you ascortaiii tho weight down to an 
ounce P — Yob, and to a qum-tor of an ouuco. 

25.842. Do you do it P — I do. 

26.843. That is tho actual ■weight P — Yes. 

25.844. What is tho smallest weight actually put in. 
Supposing yon fonnd it would take an ounuo,do yon put 
in the half oz. P— I would, and the quarter. 

25.845. Is there any doduotion from that weight. 
Do you turn it ont in its luitnral state on tho scale or i* 
there any covering ovur tho butter P — i put it ont 
without any oovuriug. 

25.846. Is there anytliing allowod for any butter that 
oliugs to tho scales r — ^No, it does not oUng to tbo 
slab. 

25.847. When weighing a cool or kogwhat is alloiredP 
— They do nob come to us. I did nob weigh one of 
thorn those three years. 

25.848. Do you give a ticket denoting the weight?-" 
Sometimes. Some will t^o it; mure will not. 

25.849. Is it a printed ticket P — ^Yos. 

25.850. For bu'tter P — ^Tes. 

25.851. Have youapriated ticket forcachcommoffi^i 
or does ono answer all purpMoa P — Wo hod a ticket for 
wool. We have no woof until iTune, and there ere 
merchants who buy wool aud weigh it at their own 
establishments. 

25.852. Do they levy any charge? — They do not, and 
that is the reason tho Bcllers will not come tons to 
woigh for thorn. 
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25,853. Aro fcfao potatoes woiglied in Hacks— The 
poc&toos arc weighed in the corn market, and do not 
come to 08 - 

2.5,854. Who weighs them in the corn market? — 
There is a Tna,n there. There was a woman who bad 
the scales, and sho disposed of it to this mao. 

25.855. He weighs in the com market? — Yes. 

25.856. He has no nounexion whatever with the 
corporation? — Hone whatever. It is a scales the cor- 
poration took no notice of, and anything he makes out 
of it goes to himself. 

25.857. What charge does ho levy for weighing sacks 
of potatoes P— A penny. 

25.858. What do you charge if they oro brought bo 
you? — The same. 

25,869. Do you weigh fcho empty sack P — No, it is a 
Itair-sCono for the sack. 

25.860. It is never lose P — ^Novor loss. 

25.861. That is irrespectivo of the quantity in the 

saekP ^Yes. If there is 14i stone it is 14 stone 

payable. 

25.862. What is the smallest weight yon weigh down 
to; do jmu weigh 4lbs. P — No. 

25.863. Do you weigh a half a stone P — Not unless in 
the sack. 

25.864. Osn you ascertain the actual weight of a sack 
of potatoes down to a half a stone P — ^Yes. 

25.865. Down to what do yon ascertain the weight? 
—If there is 14^ stone it is 14 stone payable. 

25.866. If there wore 6 lbs. extra in the sack, can you 
ascertain that P — ^Yes. 

25.867. Do you do so P — Yes. 

25.868. What is the smallest weight on the scales P — 
We bring it down to a lb. 

25.869. Always P — Yes, and just turn the beam. 

25.870. If the actual weight of the sack of potatoes 
was 14 stone 1 lb., would yon be able to ascertain and 
say the groBB weight was 14 stone and I lb. P— If we had 
14 stone of potatoes in the scale, and if tt would not 
tidce another half a stone, then the parties agree to 
say 14 stone payable. 

26.871. From the 14 stono they would deduct the 
actual tare of the sack ? — Yes, we will say 7 lbs. 

25.872. Then they pay for 13i stone ? — Yes. 

25.873. lb must be a half stone or nothing in weighing 
])otatoe8 F — Yes 

25.874. Would that 7 lbs. bo allowed for the tare of 
the sack on a voty wot day when tho sack was com- 
pletely saturated with wet, as woU as on a fine da;y P — 
if they wished to agree among thomsclvus they might, 
hut it would he remarked that the sock was heavier on 
a wet day than a dry day. 

25.875. Is there anything allowed for the state of tho 
potatoes and tho sack P — ^Tho buyer and seller settle 
that. 

25.876. It is a matter of agroumont among thorn- 
selves P— Toe. 

25.877. Do they usually allow anything? — Sometimes 
they do. Thoy may do it without my knowledge. 

25.878. Have yon ever known them do UP — Yes, I 
have. 

25.879. What was the allowance in addition to the 
7 lbs. P — They might allow a halfponny. 

25.880. It is a money allowance P — ^Yes, hetweon 
^xamselves. 

25.881. Whttt is tho charge for weighing corn P — Tho 
same aa for potatoes — Id. a bag. 

25.882. Do you weigh the ompty bag P — The empty 
hag is generally weighed to pounds. 

25.883. Down to what weight do yon weigh the com ; 
do you weigh 4 Ibe. P — If 1 lb. would turn the scale, 
the seller would get the benefit of it. 

25.884. So then if there were 10 stone 1 lb. in the 
sewe, you would call the gross weight 10 atone 1 lb. P 
—it will be 10 stone. It often takes a pound to tom 
the scale. 

25,^6. Do you give a cast of the beam or weigh by 
standing beam P — I give a turn of the scale. 


25.886. For weighing wool, whatobargo do you levy? 
— I seldom weigh wool. It . Tnohy weighs that. I 
am not there except on market day. 

25.887. You have other duties to perform in the 
town P — I havi*. 

2o,b8d. Tm:,:c commodities arc not usually weighed 
at your scales ; they are weighed elsewhere as well P 
— xes. For instance, tho corn ie weighed at tho stores 
in the tovm. We only get a very odd bag. 

25.889. These merchants do nut levy any charge P — 
No. 

25.890. Suppoaiug the corn is brought in and weighed 
at your scales, is there any charge levied by porters or 
others P — Tho portors are with the neraons who come 
with the corn. 

25.891. Have they got tho system of luok-penny at 
the fairs ? — Yes ; I believe that eyatom exists between 
buyer aud seller. That is an old system. 

25.892. There is uo rule regulating .the value of the 
luck-pcunyP — No. 

25,898. Or the amount of it ? — No. 

25.894. Do yon know what it is on pigs, or is it a fixed 
enlarge P — There is no fixed charge. It is Is. on a cow, 
aud about 6d. on a pig. I saw people myself oQering 
a id. luck. 

25.895. Do you think it leads to confhsiou and 
argument P — Sometimes it does with miserly people. 

25.896. It leads to heated disoasBionP — It leads to 
discnssioii, some people think more about a penny than 
another about a aovereign. Some people would give 
sixpence where others would not give a halfpenny. 

John Tuoht examined. 

25.897. What is the nature of your employment in 
connexion with the markets here ? — My employment 
is to collect tolls on the people coming in who sell in 
the market. 

25.898. Do yon always stand at the gate P— As a rule 
I do on market day. 

25.899. What hoar docs the market nsnally com- 
mence P — The market does not commence until 10 
o’clock, and there are few in before that hour. The 
market is not complete until about 12. 

25.900. Whan does it terminate P — It is over generally 
about 3 o'clock or half-past 3. 

25.901. Have you got these rules and charges'exposed 
for public inspection in the market P — Yes, on a big 
board in the market-place. 

25.902. So that tho public have an opportunity of 
seeing the charges they have to pay ? — Yea. 

25.903. I suppose you are well acquainted with the 
charges P — Well, I am. 

25.904. ^^'hen you sec commodities brought in, yon 
chsrge according to the scale P — ^Yes, to the best of my 
ability. 

25.905. Snpposiug they bring in a basket of fowl, do 
yon ever look under tho cloaks of the women to soo the 
animals they have got P— Yes, if I hod a suspicion. 

25.906. You do that sometimes P — Yes. 

26.907. Have they ever resisted that inspection P — 
Usually they woulanot resist. 

25.908. When they pay, do yon give any docket or 
receipt ? — ^Yes, I give them tickets, — e penny ticket. 

25.909. Are these tickets collected from them subse- 
quently P — No. 

25.910. No matter what the commodity is, you give 
them one of these tickets? — Yes, when 1 receive tba 
ticket. If they bad twelve turkey I would give thorn 
a ticket for each. 

26.911. Why do you give them these tickets, or what 
use ore they subsequently to them? — Thoy axe of no 
use. 

25.912. Supposing they came up to the door aud you 
found they were very poor aud nad not the money, 
would you allow them in, and collect the toll or the 
charge when they had subsequently effected a sale of 
the commodities ? — Aa a rule, if I Qew the parties or 
hod a previous knowledge of them I would admit thorn 
if they said they had not a penny, but these parties arc 
all supposed to pay at the gate, yot when they come 
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*nd aaj they have no penny we admit thorn soonor than 
let tiiem go throngh lie town. 

25^918. Snbseqnently yon obtain the ohai-ga ?— Yes. 

25.914. Does that frequently occur ?— Well often. 

25.915. Ton would not allow a etranccr or a person 
yon were not familial* with into the market P— If 1 hod 
a suspicion they could pay I would keep thorn out. 

25 916. Have you only one entrwico to this market- 
place P— That is all. There is a turnstile for leaving 
persons out. 

25.917. So that if they go out luul return again they 
nay an additional charge? — ^No. There is a turnstile 
for the acoommodatioE of people leaving the market, 
but they cannot return by it. 

26.918. There is only one gate for ontronoe and 
another for exit P — Yes. 

25.919. They must all go iu by the gato at which you 
are standing P — ^Yes. 

25.920. Supposing a woman with a small basket of 
fowl’ went out and rctnmed subsequently, would you 
levy the charge again P — ^Nevev. 

25.921. Did yon ever hear it w?« done by miRtako P — 
Never. 


26,022. When aro thoso Btallago charges collected P~ 
Mj. Horen coUootB thorn. 

25.923. Every month P--Thoy ai*o very poor, and it U 
taken every way ho gets it. 

25.924. You have no duties to perform in connexion 
with the fnim ?— No. 

26.925. Did you buy or sell at tho fairs P — No. 

25.926. Have they got the system of luck-penny at 
tho fairs P— I really could not toll. 

25.927. Aro theso tho only duties in connexion witli 
the marketsP — Yes. 1 attend tho markets daily. 

25.928. Is your only duty the oolloctioii of tho tulip 
—Yes, and in tho absouco of Mr. Horon 1 weigh wool or 
anything that way. 

25.929. In roturn for tho tiokot denoting tho weight, 
you got tho ebargo P — Yes. 

29,530. Do yon ovoi* dohoto tho weight with chalk oa 
tho sack P I do, and give a tiokot if they require it. 

25.931. Do you over mark tho woight on tho clothes 
of tho people P — ^No. 

25.932. You uevor moa-ked it on a woman's shawl ?— 
No. 

25.933. Is there any other person who wishes to make 
any observations P— (No answer.) 


Tho inquiry then terminated. 


NEW KOSS. 


Witli reference to my inquiry in New Ross on 6th day of Deoomber 1888, 1 beg to 
report as follows : — 

New Ross is an inland town situated partly in Wexford county and pai*tly in Kilkenny 
county. The town is built on the side of a steep hill ovorlooking the River BaiTOir. 
There is a brisk general trade, which has improved since a branch of the Dublin, 
Wicldow, and Wexford Rahway line was constnicted. A board of Town Commis- 
sioners administers the local municipal affairs. The population is 6,670. 

The market days are Wednesday and Saturday. Tho fairs are hold on the lOth 
January, 10th February, 15th March, lOfch April, 3rd May, 10th June, 10th July, 
10th August, 10th September, 18th October, lOth November, 8th December, and 
Easter and Whit Mondays. There are no fairs held on the 10th April, or 10th June, 
when Easter Monday or Whit Monday fall in these months respectively. A pig fair is 
held the day previous to the ordinary fair. 

There are no tolls levied at the market or fairs, but at the former weighing charges 
are payable if commodities are weighed. 

The market rights are the property of the town commissioners. They have the 
fish market, weighing machine, and butter scales, sub-let to Miss Bridget Meagher at 
31Z. 4s. a year, and the shambles are let to a Mr. Deane at 12L a year, who has them 
sub-let in shops to butchers. A Mr. Keogh has a private scales for weighing potatoes. 

There was no patent granted for New Ross, therefore the present markets and fairs 
are held without any express authority, but they were all established anterior to tte 
Royal Commission in 1852 with the exception of the fair on 15th March, which was 
altered from the 17th March about 20 years ago. 

In accordance with my instructions I have inspected the fair and market places. 

The fairs are held in a large wide open portion of tho public thoroughfare outside 
the town proper and called the “ Irishtown ” district. It is on a hill above the tow^ 
and so far as space is concerned is suitable, but no pens or shelter acoommodatiou is 
■ proTided. 
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Tlio markets are hold on the public quay outside the fish market building. This 
building is substantially built, but is inadequate as regards accommodation or shelter. 
A. weighbridge is erected in connexion -with the building. 

The charge paid for weighing potatoes is for the use of the scales only, as the pro- 
ducers have themselves to perform the act of weighing and provide the necessary 
assistance for that purpose. 

Appended will be foimcl a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

doHN J. O’Meara, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Dublin. Assistant Commissioner. 


New Eoss, 6th December 1888. 


Mr. Joini Tobxk, Town Olork, examined. 

35,934. Ton ore the town clerk of Kew Ross P — Yes. 
25,936. Hare yon conaulted the cornmissionerB npon 
the qneries I forwarded to yonP — I spoke of it at a 
meeting and showed them the forms, and all they said 
was that whatever iaforniation was to be given would 
bo given by their derk. 

25,933-7. Are the town oommissioners owners of any 
market rights that exist in Now Ross ? — ^Tea. 

25.938. Have they the immodiale control of them or 
are theysub-let P — They have the markets in the street. 
They have the control of thorn, and there is a shambles 
or hatohers' meat market. That is held by a tenant 
who has it sab>let to the butchers. 

25.939. Who ia the tenant? — J. W. Deana of Long- 

26. 940. What arc the market days ? — Saturday and 
Wedueaday. 

25.941. What fairs have you here P — Here ia a list of 
them. 

2.5,942. Witness then produced a list which showed 
that fairs held on the 10th January, 10th February, 
'ISthMarch, 10th April, 3rd May, 10th June, 10th July, 
10th August, 10th Septembui', 18th October, 10th 
Movember, 8th December, Easter Monday and Whit 
Monday. 

25.943. Are theso oU the fairs hold here in the year p 
—Tea. 

25.944. You have fonrteen altogothor P — ^Yos. 

25.945. When were thaso fairs ostabliBhod here? — 
Up to 1801 wo had only five fairs, and in going through 
the minutoB of uld corpoiation, in 1824, 1 find that 
they applied for six additional fairs, that would be 
alevaa. 

25.946. How many had they previous to that applica- 
tion for additional fairs, and what fairs had they, or do 
theyreoite them in the resolntiouP — No. The ininntea 
arc very meagerly cited. It was by refemioo to old 
almanacs that I had to mako out the Ust of foil's in 
1794, 1796, 1800, and 1801. 

26.947. You hold fourteen fairs at prosont, and at 
one period you had less than 14 P — Yos, in 1801. 

25.948. How many fairs were held in 1801, and what 
foirsP— .Five fairs. 

25.949. What were they P — April 6th, May 4th, Aueust 
10th, October 5th, and December 8tb. That was all in 
1801. 

25.950. What fairs were added subsequently P — I did 
not come across the granting of the patent on the 
minutes, but the fairs have been held as if it were 
granted. 

25,051. What fairs were added P — There appears to 
have been added to tho five fairs hold in 1801, the fairs 
cn January 10th, February 10th, March 17th — this fair 
w held now on the 15th,— April 10th, Jane 10th, July 
lOth, and September 10th. 

25,952. That makes 12 P— Yes. 

25,963. When were the two movable ones added on 
the feast days?— I find in tho year 1850 there were two 


old fairs, one on the 3rd May and the other on the 
20tb. 

25,964. Ton bad first in 1801 five fairs, three of which 
were held on 6th April, 4th May, and 5th Octo^r. These 
are not tho dates on which they arc held at present. 
When wci'O they altered, or what is Iho first record yon 

have of their being held on tho present dates P 1 have 

no record at all. 

25,955. How far does yom' memory extend os to the 
fairs here P — I have them from an alnmnao in 1850. 

35,950. They wore held on the some dates as at 
present? — Yos, subject to those variations. In 1850 
the fairs were held on January 10th, Febmaiy 11th, 
March 18th — that was a Monday, because the 17th fell 
on Sunday ; April 1st, that was Easter Monday; 3rd 
May, 20th May, Whitsnn.Mouday ; July 10th. Thave 
not anyone in June though X am sure there was one ; 
August 10th, September 10th, October 18tb, November 
11th, and December 9tb, that was a Monday, the 8tb 
being a Sunday. The fair in Maroli was held on the 
17th then ; it is the 15th now, and also yon will notice 
that the April fair on the 1st is held on the 10th now. 

I think, when Easter Monday falls in April there will 
he no other fair in that month, and when Whit Monday 
falls in June there will be no other fair in that month, 
and what 1 would assume is that the let April was 
Easter Monday, and they did not hold one since on t^t 
date. 

25.957. At that time there was no patent or express 
authority granting to the town commissioners of New 
Ross either those fhirs or markets? — Yes. In regard 
to the 15th March fair, I may remark that the 17th 
March being a holiday, the data was changed to the 
ISth. 

25.958. What year was that change made P — Over 
twenty yooi'S ago, I think. 

25.959. You cannot fix tho date? — ^No. 

25.960. It ia over twenty years P— Yes. 

25.961. You recollect it to be bold on the 15tb March 
for that period P — I do. I remember it well. 

25.962. Are any tolls levied at any of these fairs P — 
No. 

25.963. They are all toll fi-eoP— Yes. 

25.964. They ore all held upon the pnblie street P— 
Tho fairs are held in a largo open space. It ia more a 
space than a street. It is called Itishtown. 

25.965. Is it a widening of the street? — It is a long 
wide street — about seven or eight times ns wide os one 
of the streets yon passed through. 

25.966. Do they have different portions of this space 
allotted off for the exposni'e of tne different speoies of 
animals brought there? — The far up part is for horses, 
the next space again for sheep and cattle, and the cattle 
coiitinne ao^vn, and the lower part is for pigs. 

25.967. Have yon a special pig fair day allotted off? 
— ^Yes, tho day before the fair. 

25.968. You have a pig fair on tho day previous to the 
ordinary faira P — Yes. The pig fair is to be held on or 
before the general fair except it folk on Sund^ or holi- 
da|'_,^hen it will be held the day before such Sunday or 
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25,9flfl. You have no tolls at the pig fair either P— 
No. 

25.970. You do not collect any etanding charges P — No. 

25.971. Do they have standings on this space ? — Yes, 
down at tlie near portion there do be standings. 

25,97^. Of what nature P— A gentleman who lives in 
the street will be better able to give these partionlors. 
I^ere do be nruhed standings, such as at races, and 
planes with cakes. 

25.973. With canvass covers?— Yes, and apples in 
them. 

25.974. Where are the markets held ?— On the qnay. 

25.975. I see here the town commiasioners made 
Some byelaws legnlulingthe markets P — les. 

25.976. Those byelaws were approved of by the 
magistrates in 187a P— Yes. All usual legal formalities 
were gone thvongh. 

25.977. You regulate the exposure of these different 
commodities principally on the quayP — Many things 
are erposed there. 

26.978. Where is this fish>hoase erected P — On the 
quay. 

25.979. Whore is the Mary Street meat market? — It 
toms left fWim the hotel. 

25.980. Practically the general market is held on the 
quay P— The princijil market. 

25.981. Haro you any ohnrges on these markets, or ' 
do you derive any benefit from them P — ^Not from what 
is held on the street. The only thing is the letting of 
the fiah>honae and weighbridge to Miss Latoache. 

26.982. Are the hnildings utilised for market puriwses 
on Wednesday and Saturday? — The fish-honse and 
weighbridge are inolnded in one bnilding. 

25.983. The weighbridge is attached to the house P — 
Yes. 

25.984. Have yon a beam and scales there P — There is 
a regular weighbridge for weighing purposes, and a 
scales for weighing salmon in the fiah'house. 

25,915. You have no beam or scales for weighing 
potatoes or com P — There is a man named Mr. Keogh 
who for a long time has kept a beam and scales, and he 
weighs potatoes, bnt he is not a functionary tinder the 
town commissioners. 

. 25,986. The oommiasioners have no beam and scales P 
—They have only this weighbridge and small scales for 
weighing fish in the fish-house. 

25.987. You have this weighbridge and scales sub- 
let? — ^Yea, to Mrs. Bridget Meagher, sister of Mi«a 
Latouohe, who does the business for her. 

25.988. What is the rent? — 311. 4s. a year, twelve 
shillings a week, and she pays the taxes. 

25.989. 1 suppose yon allow the ordinary dednetions P 
—No. 

25.990. What is tiie volnation of the bnilding P — 111. 
25,w91. What are the average taxes in the year ?— The 

rates and taxes amount to 51., and sometimes more 
according to the striking of the rates. 

25.992. That 811. is the only benefit the commiB&ioners 
derive from the markets and fairshere in New Rosa P — 
Yea, with the exception of the shambles — that is a yard 
lot to Mr. Deane— and the ground rent is 121. 

25.993. You receivothat amount also P — Yes. 

25.994. Any wofit derived from that goes to Mr. 
Deane’s user— Yes, he has the stalls let weekly to 
hutohers. 

25.995. No charges are levied by individnaU on any 
other commodities sold on the street P — No. 

25.996. Only what Mrs. Meagher charges for the use 
of the fish-house, and any commodities she weighs at 
the bridge P— Yes. 

25.997. These are the only charges in New Boss P— 
Yes. 

■ 25,998. Have you had experience of other markets 
besides New Boss P — No.‘ 

■ 25,999. What would yon say of tie markets. Do you 
hear they are good and well-attended, or could you give 
any approximate idea of the quantity of the different 

' commomties they bring in hm-eP — I wonldnotatpresent 
bo able to atate the reu condition of the markets, but I 
know this within my own knowledge, generally there is 


a wonderful deterioration or falling off dn the umoimle 
coming in. I would not bo able to sny as to corn or 
agricultural produce. 

26,000. Wliat would you assign for that fiiHing off P.— 
Thinning of the population since the time when I 
remembered a great deal coming in. There is a great 
decay amongst tradesmen and people coining iu. 

26,1)01. Wore any representations ever made by the 
traders of tho town to the comniiasionei'e to provide a 
suitable market place, and take tho markets off the 
piiblio stroet ?— Yea. The commissionors about 1872 or 
1873, appointed a committco, and they wont through a 
good deni with regard to the advisability of building a 
market liouse, and as tho law stood we had a long cor- 
respondence with the Local Qovornmonb Board aud tho 
Boai’d of Works. Tho eHtiniato wits ubont 3,0001. for a 
bnilding with tho market house bolow, and an assembly 
room above, aud they found al’tor all their application 
the Local Govorumenb Board could not sanction it 
unless it was for sanitary puiposea. At the time there 
were so many imncdimeiite in tho way that after a long 
oorrespondenco tno matter was dropped. 

26.002. When did this correspondence take place 7— 
It began in 1876. Thera is a synopsis of the communi- 
cations in the minutes. 

26.003. However, tho inattor fell through P — ^Yes; and 
another thing which might bo tho cause of it was there 
had been a corn morkot^ilt in town in 1818, it cost 
over 3,0001., by tho old corporation, and in about thrM 

J ears they had to sarrenuer it with the expenditure. 

rom tho entries I find iu the inumtes they made 
feront ofTorta to get an Act to compel the people to go 
into it, and they would nob go in os they had to be pay- 
ing. That was a divmpor, for they thought when they 
provided this building at groat cost the people woold 
use it and pay, but it fell tbrough- 

26,004. Do bbo oommisalouers at present deem thats 
necessity exists for suoli market {^remises P — Well, they 
bolievo thoro is n necessity for such market premisea, 
but they believe also that if they went into debt for the 
providing of it that tho town would Lave to pay tie 
whole, and they would be burdoning the town with what 
would ho for general convenience, and which the general 
public should cou^ibute to. The corn market houae 
that was built in 1818 is in sound condition at present. 

26,005. How is it ntilised at present? — 'I'he landlord 
has it. It was completed in 1818, and there is ahont 50 
square yards in it. 

26,006. Were any charges levied on the com P— There 
WBs to be charges, for I find entries made in the 
minutoa. 

26,007-8. Did any com come to it at all P— It would 
appear from the minutes that there did not. There is 
ono entry — " the dork of the markeb collected tolls on 
all com brought into the market — and I find after that 
be was not to collect the tolls, and I find they applied 
CO Puliament for an Act to compel people to go into 
the market, It passed two stages, and was then 
abaudoDod. 

26,009. They hibroduocd a Bill which never became 
on Act. You have not cot a copy of that Bill?— No. 
It was introduced in 1824. 65t. was paid to a man 
named Barton for getting it through two stages, and 
on March 28th I find 601. paid to tho dork of mo mar- 
kets ill lieu of tolls or customs. On October 25th a 
committee of tho body reixirted that it was desirable to 
relinquish all bolls ou com. The charge is three half 

S sneo a baiTol on all com weighed, and in I83f) the 
orpomtion agreed to sun-ender the market to Chorlee 
Tottenham. The Bum of 2261. Is. Id. accrued due to 
him ns landlord, and tho Corporation had no interest 
in continuing the place os a corn market. 

26,010. Where is tho corn sold at present? — On die 
streets. 

26,011. Have they any special street they » to?— 
Tho buyers fi’om the different malting estabushmentt 
sometimes go out in the road aud sometimes stand on 
street, principally in &e vioinity of where the coni 
is purchased and paid for. 

26,012. Is there any spooial stuvetthat they generally 
resort to P — Yes, Bride Street and John Street on the 
quay. 

26,013. This is a largo com market P — Yes 

26,014. You have no byelaw regulating that com 
market P — No. They thought it was better to let the 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton I .ibrai y Digitisation Unit 
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



265 


corn be h;;nght and sold na best the bnyui-a and sellers 
could manage amongst thcineolves. 

26 015- Did the commiBsionors within a recent period 
disousa the adviBability of erecting a market place P— 
UoC sinco the application I spoiik of. 

•26 016. Are they the aonitary antbority P — They arc. 
26,017. When did they t ike over thcao powers undei- 
the Public Health Act P — In 1875. 

26 018. Whflt do j on naeign, then, for the fidlin-e of 
nego'yations. Woe it tlie expense that would bo iu- 
carred is the establishment of such a market deterred 
them from oomplotiug the project? — It appeared ho 
tedioos, it was a great reason, but thoi'c was mneh 
difBcnlty, you will aeo by tho long correspondence, in 
getting the loan, and one point, I tiiiiik, wiis raised 
against it that it iraa not for waiitary purposes. 

26.019. Was there any uouimauication iu this corres- 
pondence to that oScct in rofuaiiig tho loan, bocausc it 
seems extraordinary that such an objection was ruisrd P 
—No. It broke olf partly. Tho commisaionore got 
tired. They found it tough travelling. I do not think 
theie was any communication stopping them directly. 

26.020. Tho commissioners have not discussed the 
subjeot since that time ? — No. 

26.021. Do you know tho feelings of tho townspeople P 
—The feelings of tho townspeople and country people 
are that Uiey wonld wish to have the convenience, bat 
the toffiiepeople would not liko to undorgo the cost. 

26.022. Apart altogether from the cost or any expense 
that would be incurred, do yon think tho country 
people, both tho producers and the buyers, wuold 
approve of a proper market bouse being atforded, and 
adequate space provided for all agi-icultuval produce 
and all marKetablc commodities brought to the town, and 
not have them going abont indiscriminatvly thrungb the 
streets ; that the uommissionei’s sliould liavo control 
over them and hare a mlc confining the oxposnre of 
commodities in this market honso and not elsewhere ? — 

I am afraid the commissionors wonld not like to under- 
take that. They fonnd they had to abandon the pro- 
posed change of fairs which they believed to bo odran- 
tageons. 

26.023. Apart from tho financial difficulty, do you 
think a necessity exists for them P — 1 do. I believe 

ia wet weather and in very warm weather on that quay, 
it wonld be a great advantage to the people selling if 
they had the means of shelter from the wet in winter 
and the heat in summer. 

26,0'2i'. I see the roll buttei' ia sold in or opposite the 
present fish-house. Do tho people over make complaints 
on account of iho closo proximity of tho batter to the 
fish that the butter has been deteriorated in quivlily aud 
value P — No. There might bosumethiug I do not know 
of, and h£iss Latonobc will lie able to toll. Uufurtu- 
uately there is no sneh groat supply of fish iu tho Ash- 
house. The salmon that comes in tho morning is sent 
off next day. 

26.025. Is Mr. Dcauo here P — No. 

26.026. Do yon know his charges iu the shambles P — 

I think one shilliug and sixiicnco a stall. 

(The following aro tho byolaws mado by the Town 
Oommiasionors.) 

BOROUG-H OF NEW ROSS. 

To iirii. 

The following Byxixws and Rboulxtions for holding 
the Markets iu the town of New Ross, were, at a meeting 
duly convened of the Town Cummissionors of New Ross, 
appointed under the provisions of the Towns' Improve- 
ment (Iieland) Act, 185+, held on tho flth day of July 
1873 (more than, two-thirds of tho members present), 
unanimonsly agreed on for tho rognlation of the Markets 
in said Borougu 

MsatMaekst. — B utchers’ moat shall not be sold or 
^osed for sale in nny of the stroeta or thoroughfares, 
bnt all other meat, snob as salt and fresh oH'al, ns well as 
Mt fish, may be exposed for sale on the sonth side of 
Mary Street, not lower than the entrance to Barrack 
Lane. 

ihsu MiRK Ef — All fresh fish shall be sold iu tho Fish 
aonse, nr in. such other place or house as the Commis- 
moners may from time to time provide for that purpose, 
Mcept fresh sprats, herrings, mackerel. &o., brought hy 
®'iid retailed therefrom to the pnblio. Cookies 
»ail be sold either in creels, baskets, or boxes in front 
t 59796. 


of the fish-house, but not so as to obstruct the entrance 
thereto. No cars with au]’ horse, mnlo, or ass attached 
thereto, shall bo allowed to stand in front of the Ifish* 
boose. Barrelled herrings shall be sold on tho Quay, 
at the river side, between Quay .Street and Gbarlos 
Sti'cot, but os nearly as possible opposite Quay Street. 

PoTATOE Mauket — To bo hold on tho Quay, between 
Archer’s Pier and Dake’s Corner, not nearer than forty 
feet to the edge of the ftagway, or footpath. 

VaoETAnLE Market. — To be held on the Quay, hotwcon 
tho Fish-bonse aud Watch-house Piers, at the river 
side. 

RiOll and Crock Buttke. — T o be sold in or opposite 
the present hhah-bouse. 

Egos. — To be sold on the Quay between Charles Street 
and tbo Bridge. 

Butter ik PrsKiifs. — To ho sold on the Quay, between 
Plummer's Hotel and the Cnstom Honsc. 

Fowl Market. — To bo held on tho Qua}', und no solo 
shall he made before 7 o’clock a.m., during the months 
of October, November, December, January, February, 
and iloi'ch, and not l»eforo 6 o'clock a.m.. daring tho 
remainder of the year. 

Fruit Market. — To bo hold in Quay Street 
Broscbs — To be sold at the north side of Cbarlej 
Street. 

Hay anr Straw. — To l» sold on the Quay, opposite 
Plomraor’a Hotel. 

And no articles, or onmmodities, af.>rcsaid, sliall bo 
sold or exposed for sale in any of tho streets, or on any 
of the qnays or public thoroughfares, other tlmn those 
specified for that purpose. 

T'he person dischargiug tho office of Street Bispoctor 
of tho said Commissioners, shall be tho person to snpei'* 
intend the said markets, and keep order therein ; aud it 
shall be his dnty to define the particular places where 
the eaid markets, in the above places shall be held, and 
to settle all disputes and questions in relation thereto, 
with a power of appeal from his decision, by any part^ 
aggiieved, to the Town Commissioners ; hut pending 
each appeal, the inspector’s decision to be acted on. 

In case of tbe inspector’s absence, the Commissioners 
may appoint any other person to discharge the same 
duty. 

Any breach of the foregoing Byelaws, shall subject 
the person violating tho same to a penalty not exceed- 
ing .V. 

Any each penalty may be sued for summarily, and 
recovered with or witliont coats, and such penalty 
applied, in li^ manner, as is providod in the Towns 
Improvement ^Ireland) Act, 18o4i and all the forms of 
procedure presci'ibed by the Petty Sessions (Ireland) 
Act,1851, maybe used for such pnrposo, or such penalties 
may be sued for and recovered under the said Petty 
Sessions (freland) Act, 1851, and tho penalties ^plied, 
as in said Towns' Improvement (Ireland) Act, 1854. 
Dated this 18th day of September 1873. 

Suepuasd F. M‘CoBmi.'K, 
Chairman of the said Town Commissioners. 
Patrick Kelly, 

JoRK Power, 

Two of tbo said Town Commissionors. 
JoRN Tobin, 

Town Clerk of tbe said Borough. 
County o? Wexeobd, to Wit . 

At a Quarter Sessions hold in New Ross, in and for 
said County, on tbe 20th day of October 18'7S, the fore- 
going Byelaws were duly submitted to and examined, 
and allowed by the Jnetices at said Quarter Sessions. 
Dated this 20fch day of October 1873. 

Henry We-sx, 

Chairman of the Justices presiding at said Sessions, 
JusEFU Meadows, 

Clerk of the Peace for said County 
R. Lowe, 

One of Hei' Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State. 
Approved this 28th day of November 1873. 


Miss Antie Laioucee examined. 

26,027. You manage thi« flsh-houso, weighbridge, 
and butter scales for Miss Meagher ? — Yes. She is my 
aistoT. 

I 1 
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•26,028. How do you let out tVio fish-liouse, or what do 
you receive from it? — I get a penny for the weighing of 
ealmon, and then in’the pea aeason a halfpenny each. 

20.029. la that the only cha^o yon recoive in oon- 
noxiou with the fish market P — That ia all. 

26.030. Do they expose the fish for aalo in this flab- 
house P— There is a market there at half-past eight 
every morning. They bring the fish thcsro, and the fish 
buyers come and buy them, and I weigh them. 

26.031. Ton never weigh tindl a sale has been 
previously effected of the flshP— No 

26.032. Do yon receive any charge — what is <»11^ 
standing charge — for the space they occupy? — No, 
nothing for th&. 

26.033. Snppoang they did expose the fish m thm 
fish-house, and sold it, but the buyer did not require it 
to be weighed at your scales, would you seek for your 
charge ?— I should! get nothing but for the weighing of it. 

26.034. Have you any rule compelling them to ao 
there P— There is a byelaw compelling them to weigh, 
but the byelaws are veiy much violated. 

26.035. [The Ooitmissioner to tho Tovm Glerh.] Have 
you got the byelaw here P — Yes. 

26.036. You have no rule compelling them to weigh ? 
There is a rule compelling them to sell in the fish-houso 
and not elsewhere. 

26.037. (I’o Kiss Latouohe.) I presume.^ then, it is 
cnatomai'y when the fish arc sold, to weigh at your 
icalea P — Tes. 

26.038. Do they ever go away ^vithonfc weighing at 
your scales ?— They do, and weigh in tho houses wnoro 
tho fishdealers live. 

28.039. Do yon know does the buyer charge anything 
for that weighing P— For the last three years I think it 
ia, there were some buyers used to weigh in defianon 
of my father. It was he had the weigh-bridge and 
salmon market, and they give him no allowance for 
whatthayused to weigh. These three or fonr yoare, 
one man agreed to allow me for the fish he weighs at 
his honae, but still he would not let them come to the 
market . 

26.040. Does he pay yon P — I cannot say whether ho 
does or not, bnt he gives me aomething. 

26.041. That ia the buyer who gives you the chmgo ? 
— Yes. He receives a penny or a halfpenny from the 
seller. 

26.042. Still you have nothing to show you whether 
it is an accurate mnonnt or not P — ^No. There is another 
fisbdsaler who buys 6ah in bis own bouse and does not 
charge, bnt I go into bim and ask him about it. and ho 
may hand me a Is. or 2s., or whatever be wishes himself, 
but he does not take any payment from the sellers. 

26.043. Is the fish market always held ? — It is. 

26.044. (The Commitsioner ia the Tovm CJlerh.) Thoro 
ia no byelaw in the document bofoi-e mo compelling 
them to weigh?— No. It never struck me beforo. 1 
looked throngh and cannot see any, bnt I really 
believed it to be so. 

26.045. How long has the market been hold, or havo 
you been receiving charges from the fish P — II is 15 
years siuce the fish mai^t oommonoed. In 1824, 1 
find the old corporatiou appointed a woman named 
Mrs. Hetchpole weighmistress in tho fish-house. It 
was built in 1810 by the corporation, 

26.046. (To jfisi Jjaiouehe.) VPhat do you weigh on 
the weighbridgeP — Hay, straw, timhor, bark, and 
turnips. 

26.047. Any turf P — No. 

26.048. What do yon charge for weighing on tlic 
weighbridge P — I get 4d. a load for hay and straw, and 
3d. for an ass load, and 3d. for a load of timber, that is, 
if they had a number of loads to be weighed. 

26.049. For a single load you would charge 4d. P 

Yes. 

26.050. On turnips P — 4d. 

26.051. On hark, what do you charge? — 3d. A number 
generally cornea. 

2f .052. A single load would be 4d. ? — Yes. 

26.053. If they hud a number of loads of hay or straw 
ao you reduce the amount P — No. 

26.054. Are the commodities weighed at the bridgo 
sold before they are weigbedp— They are, 


26.055. They hold tho hay and straw market on tie 
quay ? — ^Yes, just opposite tho weighbridge. 

20.056. But if they g.xix)SU thorn on tlio quay and sell 
but do not weigh at your scales, you do not seek fot 
any charge P — I should got nothijig for that. 

26.057. (The Oornmisaionm' to tha Town QWk.) Are 
those byolawa tho only ones in exiutenoe P — ^Yes. 

26.058. Thoi*o is no rule in the market compclUng 
them to weigh any commodity, either at tho scales err 
weighbridgo, bnt you have boon under the impressiou 
that such a byelaw has been in existence? — Yes, and 
it has been the usage, and until tho present, I wil] 
aoknowlodge my ignomuco. 

26,0o9i (To MisB Do you give a ticket 

denoting the weight? — ^Yes. 

25.060. Is it a printed form P — Yea. 

26.061. On that ticket, do you put tho gross weight p 
— Yes, tha gross weight and ture. 

26.062. Do you always ascertain thu tare of the eonp 
— No. Sometimes the buyers may take the weight of 
the cart if they did nob want tho cart to come back, bat 
they geuemlly weigh them. 

26.063. Except when the buyer and scUur agree yoa 
always weigh the oartP — Yes. 

26.064. In any case, you uovov ostimuto tho tore of 
thu curb? — ^No. 

26.065. Snppnao they ugreo to tho taro, do you pat 
that taro down in tho tiokot P — ^Yos, if the man weighed 
the cart tho day beforo, but not without knowing it. 

26.066. Havo you over to ruuko up tho tickets for 
thoso people P — I hivvo. 

26.067. Then you beoumo u(u|uauiLud, imiro or Imp, 
with the coutroct price, that is, tho money paid for llie 
load P — Yea. 

26.068. Only of tlio oommoditios you weigh P — Te». 

26.069. Is it only salmon they weigh at your scalrsP 
—Yea. 

26,070-1. Do they bring other fish into tho fiah-hoope? 
— Ihey bring all tuo fish about tho town. 

26.072. Do you givo a ticket for the salmon weighed? 
— ^Yos. 

26.073. A printed form P — Yes. 

26.074. la it different from tho ono at tho weigh* 
bridge P — Yea. 

26.075. You novor woigh potatoes P — No. It is Wr. 
Keogh weighs thorn. 

26.076. Do yon keep a block of those tickets?— 1 do. 

26.077. Who weighs tho brittorP — I weigh butter. 

26.078. On which soalos P — On a small scales. 

26.079. Touhavo a different scnlos for itP — Yea. 

26.080. Li it only roll bultor is brought bore ?- It k 
lump butter. 

26.081. You never woigh firkins P — No. 

26.082. What do yon obargo for weighing butter ?— 
A penny a roll when it goes to seven pounds, imdahalf- 
penny under seven ijouuds. 

26.083. No matter wlmt quantity is in the roll do you 
only charge a penny P — If it goes to fourteen pouucn I 
gob three halfpence, and for what wo call a crock ot 
pan of butter twopence. 

26.084. What would bo tbo quantity in that P— There 
might be 25, 27, or 29 pounds . 

26.085. Twopence is tho highcBt cluurge ? — Yw. 

26.086. SnppoBUig they bring aerookorpanofhiiKer 
would you drain it P — It is always turned in on ter 
scales, and any ]}ickle in it runs out of it, and it is tunica 
hook into the pan again. 

26.087. You allow nothing for anything thatoliug*-® 
the soalee or when making up the ticket ?— No, 

the seller and buyer allow a quarter or so, but you kno 
when w^hing roll butter you say four pounds stanonix 
beam. Iney generally allow a quarter. 

26.088. ror what P— That ia if it is lig>‘ 
pounds. If it is not a standing beam there is a qnsn« 
taken off. 

'26,089. That is when it is a broken quarter P--7e8. 
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og Q 90 The dilTercnce bctwccu thn iiotvial wcighi jmd 
the broken quarter would go to the buyer ?— Yes, aomo- 
^es if it is standing boom they take a penny off . 

28.091. Do you always weigh by standing beam ?— I 
always give a cast at that scales. 

26 092. Supposing you weigh a crook of butter, what 
is the lowest weight you weigh, down to, or is it a 
quarter ofa poundP— Yes, aud uo less. 

20.093. What is the lowest in weighing a roll?— A 
quarter is the lowest. 

20.094. And you always give a cast?— Yes. 

26 095. Then it must ho a <]uarter or nothing? — It 
must he less than a quarter. 

20,090. It must make a f|uarfcor or nothing ?— Yes. 
There are no ounces or two ounces. 

26.097. Ai'O these the only commodities you weigh ? 
—Yes. 

26.098. Do they ever weigh at your scales a salmon 
in uMta P— No. Tbo buyers themselves often cut it in 
theff own houses and sell it to the housekoepei-s. 

26.099. Practically this market is a wholesale fish 
morlcet P— It is wholesale and retail. 

26.100. Can the public come and buy P — Yes, they 
con. 

26.101. Do they come in and buy a single Ash P — ^Yea. 

26.102. Do bnyera ever purchase boiuc of the fiah in 
die morning ana re-sell in the market P — They do retail 
over again. 

26.103. Supposing they buy a craantity of fish and 
weigh it yon get a diargo, and if they rc-scll it in the 
maAet plMe du you got another charge P — ^They never 
re-weigh it. They may sell at their own hous s. 

26.104. Do they ro-sell in the iish market? — No. 
They go to their own place. 

26.105. Could you tell me your average receipts from 
these different sources of revenue? — I could not. 


26,123. The potoboes ore always brought inlMVga when 
weighed ,* — Yes. 

26,12'!. What do you charge P — A penny a hag, and a 
halfpenny per small one. 

26.125. How do you distinguish whether it is a half- 
penny or a penny P — According to the weight. Any- 
thing that does not come up to ten stone is a halfpenny, 
and anything over a penny. 

26.126. If they bring in a load of twelve, hags^wewill 
any, would you chai-ge a shilling on the twelve? — ^Yes. 

26.127. Do you always ascertain the tare of the bag? 
— ^Ycs. Wo t^e a atouc off a large bog, and a half stone 
oir a small bag. 

26.128. You osLimato it P — Yes. We denotweigh the 
empty bags. 

26.129. If the gross weight is ten stone do you allow 
half a stone for the weight of the Book ? — Yes, that is ^e 
rule always. If a small bag weighs seven, eight, or nine 
stone we allow half a stone. 

26.130. If over ten stone do you allow a stone P — It 
must be over eleven stone or something that way. 

26.131. But the atone is the highest deduction P — Yes. 

26.132. Is there anything else besides that? — ^No. 
There was a rale here some years ago that for a great 
big bag we would take a stone and a naif off it. 

26.133. What would be the gross weight of that P — 
Twonty.fonr or twenty -six stone. 

26.134. What allowance is supposed to cover all 
deductions for mudP — ^ere is nothing further, no 
matterwhat way the potatoes are. 

26.135. Would it be the same dedoctions on hogs 
brought on a fine day as on a veiy wet day, when the 
sock was completely saturated with wet P— it makes no 
difibrence that way at all. 

26.136. Arc these poiatooa sold 'before you weigh 
them? — Yes, of course they are. It is when they are 
sold I weigh them. 


26.106. Do not yon keep an aoconntp-^-Yes, my sister 
keeps an ooconnt, bnt the receipts for the last few yeaw 
are very bad. 

26.107. Who have you to assist youP — I have her 
little daughter sometimes, and a little boy. 

26.108. Is it only on Wednesday and Saturday yon 
attend P — No. I weigh every day. 

26,100. la there uny fish now P — ^No fish now. 

26.110. There is weighing carried on every day at the 
weighbridge ? — Yes. 

26.111. What are the principal market days? — Satur- 
day is the principal market day, bnt there is a markot 
every day. There might he os good a market onTnea- 
day as there would ho on Satorday. 

26.112. That is for the weighbridge P — Yea. The roll 
butter is weighed through the shops of the town. 

26.113. Do they exiVose it opposito the flah-houso P — 
Tes; hut they weigh it in the shopa. 

26.114. You cannot say what is your average vocoipto ? 
—No. 

26,116. Ton pay 351. a year P— Tea. 

26.116. Do you think does she make 20Z. P — Some- 
times we donot moke the rent. The rout ia 12s. a week, 
and for the psfiC fortnight or three weeks she did not 
moke 6fi. 

26.117. Does she moke 20Z. a year profit, taking one 
year with the other P — She does not. 

26.118. Does shomake lOL ? — ^Wedo not have the rent 
out of it, and the cost of hoi* time and ererythmg. 

26.119. You have no vuloa other than what the Town 
Clerk produces P — ^No. 


26,187. How long have you been in the practice of 
doing BO P — i.t is before I can remember. 

20,138; When weighing, down to what weight do 
ou ascertain the quantity in a sock. Do you use the 
alf-stoiic weight P — Yes. 

26.139. Do you use a smaller weightP — No, it must be 
about a half stone. 

26.140. Do yon give a cart of the beam ? — Yes. 

16.141. Always? — Yes. 

26.142. Then it must be a half stone or nothing? — 
Yes. 

26.143. Do you give them any ticket denoting the 
weight P — No. 

26.144. Do you chalk it on the bog ? — ^Yes. 

26.145. What weight do you chalk on the bag. Is it 
the net weight or the gross weight P — The net weight. 
They would be very angry if I put tbe gross weight. 
What is payable is nil I put always. 

26.146. Is it always on the net weight yon charge P— 
I charge on the weighing of the bags whatever they 
weigh. 

26.147. To distinguish l>etween the halfpenny and the 
peuny charge, is it always on the net weight you 
charge? — 1 allow apenny to be pmd for a large bag aud 
a halfpenny for a small one. 

26.148. Then you say up to ten stone is a small one P 

Yes, aud sis and seven stone. If the gross weight of 

tbe bag was ten stone there would be nine and a half 
payable. 

26.149. You only charge ahalfpenny thenP — Yes. 

26.150. Yon never keep a record of the quantity 
brought to you ?— No. 


HnfttY Keogh examined. 

Af You have a beam and scales here in tbo town 
* “®vrBoas P — Yes, for a length of time. 

26,121. Ho you let it out for weighing purposes P — I 
weiaa myself there. 


26,151- Do you have to make up the tickets ? — Imako 
them op constantly. 

26.152. You kuow the prices P — Yea. 

26.153. Do you keep any record of them P— No. 

26.154. When tbo merchants wmgh com for the 
farmers do they charge them for weighing P — I do not 
know. I WM never rn a corn stores. They do not 


28,122. Where is the com weighed P — In the store 
mostly }t is weighed. They buy it on the street and 
Mien hnng it in -to weigh it. 


charge, I believe. 

26,155. Is there any charge pud by tbe fanners other 
than the penny they have to pay to 'you, or is there any- 
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thing foi porterage f-Th«t is their owe bosmees. I 
have nuthing to do with it. 

26 165. But from your experience you 
hove to doteP-Ifthey e”S'»y “>«■! t 

them, they give them a couple of pence if the) arc. not 
able to wei A themeelTes. 

26.157. You do not weigh for them P— No, I do not 
keep anyone to weigh them. 

26.158. Ton only let them the use of the scales P 
Yes. 

26 169. There is the scales, and if a famar comM ra 
and weighs Ms commodity, and ntil^u the acalee for a 
period, however short, you levy the charge, and any 
manual labour he has he pays for it r — xoa. 

28 180 Is it customaiy for porters to he almut the 
place P-Iwill tell you what they are very much m the 
Lbit of doing. One farmer will help tt«othOT, but the 
porters, who^ very much united, would rather ho em- 
ployed themselves. 

26.161. That is the only commodity you weigh there ? 
—I have weighed other things occasionally. 

26.162. Do thepolice visit your scales occasionally P— 
They do. 

2C 163 You have heard no complainta of the iaacou- 
raoy’of the weights P—No, but I know where there are 
complaints, and we will leave that so. 

28.164. Have you heard any complaints of inacemwy 
in the weights at other scales in the town, whether 
private or public P— "Very Iroqnently I heard them. 

26.165. Were they private scales or public scaleaP— 
Private scales. There is no public scales in die town 
bnt mine. 

26.166. Were they private scales let out for pi^lic 
use P— No; I believe they only used them for their 
own purpnsoB ; bnt I oan tell you they do not allow me 
to weigh the pototoes. They come do^ and take them 
off the quay to thoir own places to weigh. 

26.167. Was it yourself who provided this beam and 
BcalesP — ^Tes, and kept them in order. 

26,168 You paid the coat of their ereotioo P— Yes, 
they were erected in my grandfather’s time. 

26,169. The commissioners have no control over 
them P— No. 


Mattb'ew Hutchimson, Eaq., Chairman of the Town 
Commissioners, examined. 

28,170. You are the chairman of the town commis- 
aioners of New Ross ? — Yes. 


26.179. Were tolls evw levied in New Rosa witlm 
yonr own oxperienoo or time P — No. 

26.180. Do you tihink if ohargea wore levied that Ihej 
would act in any way as a dotcri-out on people bringing 
in their coniraoditics P — I think it would deter them. 
They would go olBewhorc. 

26.181 . Gan tlioy go olsewhoro, or is thcro any market 
anfflcieutly noai- that they con avail themselves off- 
They would go to Wexford and elaewhore, and not come 
to New Robs. I think a V 017 little charge would keep 
them ont of the market. 

26.182. Have yon over heard complaints from any d 
the townspeople, whothor iirivato imtividnuls or tmdets, 
that mnch iiiconvenionce was caused to thorn by the 
fact of the markets beii^ bold on tho streets P— No. I 
did not hoar auy complaints. 

26.183. Doob nob a lot of tilth nod dii't aocumulate 
from tho fact of tho markets Iming hold on the streets 
06 wdl OB tbo fairs P — 'I’hey aro mostly held on the 
quay. 

26.184. Aro there not houses on tho quay?— There 
aro. 

26.185. Have those people over oomplainedP— Ihaie 
never known them to complain. 

26.186. Did you ovov buy or soli at the fairs P — No. 

26.187. You hove no dcidingB oonnooted with the 
farming intorost P— No. 

26,138. You do not know tho foolinga of the other 
oommissioiiovB about providing a proper market place? 

1 do not. I would wish to consult tho commissionera 

beforo making any move. 

26,189. Within your rocoUoction it has not been 
brought boforo tho present commisaionors sinoo the 
termination of tho oorrospondunco inoutionod by Mr, 
Tobin P— Thoro wae nothing about it since. 


3£r. PixmcK Redmond uxamined. 

26.190. Have yon anything to do with the fairs?— No, 
but at the markets. 

26.191. You havo to regulate tfa.o order and see they 
take up a proper position P — Yos. _ I have to see they 
aro in the proper piaco and point it out. 

26.192. You hava no conteol or oxoroiso, no super- 
vision in connoxiou with tho fairs P — No. 

26.193. Do you attend any of the fairs? — Only pass 
throngh. 

26.194. Ton know nothing about tho dealings between 
tho buyers and solloraP — No. Thu cabtlo market com- 
mences OEu-ly, about 7 o’clock. 


26.171. I beliove at one period the then oommis- 
eioners were in communicatioii with the Local Go- 
vernment Board with a view to the erection of a market 
building to afford accommodation and to concentrate 
all the markets in that building P — Yes. 

26.172. The present commiseionors have never dis- 
cussed the advisability of the erection of such a market 
place P — No. 

28.173. Have yon any views on that anbjeetP— I have 
not really. 

20.174. Do you think it would tend to the improve- 
ment of the markets, and the better order and regularity 
of them, if a large and sufficiently ample market place 
wus provided with aofficient and adequate accommo- 
dation, both for the perishable commodities and those 
bringing them to the market — do you think that wonld 
tend to improve them P — do, bnt the people of the 
town would not wish to be saddled with the expense. 

26.175. Apart altogether from any financial difficulty, 
do you think a necessity exists for the erection of snw 
a market P — ^There would. 

26.176. Do you think the sellers who bring tho 
different commodities wonld have any Direction to pay 
a small charge that would support or maintain encli a 
market place for the accommodation they would receive 
there P — I think they wonld object to it. unless very few 
of them 

26.177. What reason wonld yon assign for that ob- 
jection. If they got an ad^nste letum fer the small 
charge they wonld pay P — The charge should be very 
smalT, or otherwise they would object. 

26.178. Have you had expOTcnce of other markets 
or fairs besides those in New Boss P— No. 


26.195. Whftb hour does tho general market usuaDj 
communco? — From about 10 o’clock. 

26.196. Havo you over huai'd pooplo complaining in 

warm weather of the oxjiosurc of the fish and butter on 
the publio stroutp — Tho is koptivt the riverside, 

and tho butter mai’kot is right oiiposltu. 

26.197. Still, thoy have no nholtor aocommodatioii 
from tho sun for tho butter or fish P — No. 

26.198. Have you over heard them complaining P— 
No. The butter market is over about 1 o'clock in tliB 
day. 

26,169. Is it bold ati Uio iraUio i-oodP— Tos, os tb« 
footpath. 

26.200. Is it customary at tho fairs for tho seller to 
give tho buyer a luck penny P — It is. 

26.201. Is thoro auy mlo regulating tlio amoant of 
it ? — I do not know. 

26.202. Is it loft to tho disimsitioii of thesellerP-- 
Yes. 

26.203. Whore is tho pig fair hold P— In tho Irishtown. 
It is a wide plaoo. 

26.204. You attend tho luarkotsP — ^Yos. 

26.205. Win JOU kiudly montioii oU the 
commodities brought into tho markets hore P — Tnaro 
a fowl market on Saturday. 

26.206. They only come on Saturday P — ^Yes. 
six months of the year thoy buy at 7 o’clock tn 
morning, and for the other six months at 6 0 cIook. 

26.207. What aro the other commodities they bii^ 
in P— Potatoes, hay, straw, turnips, fish, butter 
butter and firkin butter. 
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26.208. Do they bring firkina P — ^Yoa. 

26.209. Whore arc tho firkins weighed P — In Oharlea 
'Street. 

28.210. At whoso soaloa P— They bay by blind except 
an odd time. 

26.211. BybnlkP — Tea. 

26.212. Do ihey como in any quantity? — Tea, in cer- 
tain months of the year. 

26.213. Within your knowledge a firkin has not been 
bought by weight? — ^In aome inatancoa. 

26.214. Where do tixey weigh P — They take it into a 
shop and weigh it on a large a^ea. 

26.215. They only ascertain the gross weight ? — ^Tos. 

26.216. They wouldnotemptylhofirkin?— ^JTo. They 
wonld allow so much for the timber. 

26.217. Do they oomc in any quantity? — Certain 
mont^ of the year wo have a very good market. 

26.218. What ia the largest number of firkuia you 
hare eeeu brought in P — On some occasions np to 80 
firkins. 

26.219. These wonld have to be weighed in the private 
akopkeeper’a pbice P — Perhaps some days there may not 
be one weighed. If there is any little diflerence 
between the farmer and buyer they weigh. 

26.220. What other commodities? — ^Egge and com. 

26.221. Do they bring in pigs, calves, or cattle on 
market days ? — 'Inore is a oerbaui day that young calves 
come in, but it is not a market day. 


26.222. What day P—Tueai^y, and aomotimes Satnr. 
day morning. 

26.223. What time of tho year? — At ditferent times 
of the year. There are early calvos and late calves. 

26.224. Whore do they expose them? — ^In Charlea 
Street, ofi* the quay. 

26.225. Do they bring any timber and expose it on 
the public thoroughfare P — Timber is brought in and 
delivered on the quay to be shipped to some country. 

26.226. Do they sell any moaton tbepn}>Mo thorough- 
fare P — There ia meat sold on the quay at the river side. 
It is salt meat and sold ofi' a table In small lumps. 

26.227. These people have to pay no charge ? — ITo. 

26.228. Wonld tho meat be exposed to the min in 
winter and tho heat of the sun iu summer P — Yes. 

26.229. Havo you heard complaints from these people 
or any other person ia town of the want of belter 
aocammodation ? — No, not exactly. They are kept in a 
proper place. 

26.230. Still, they ore exposed to the elements?— 
They are. 

26.231. What animals are brought to the fairs? — 
Horses, cattle, shocp, and pigs. 

26.232. Yon havo no duties to perform in connexion 
with them ? — No. 

26.233. Is there any other gentleman who has any 
evidence to give ? — (No aMwer.) 


The inqniry then adjourned. 


BAGENALSTOWN, 


Witii reference to my inquiry in Bagenalstown on the 7th clay of December 1888, I 
beg to report as follows : — 

Bagendstown is an inland town situated on the river Barro-w in the county of 
Carlow. It is the junction of tho Carlow branch of the Great Southern, and the 
Bagenalstown and Wexford lines of railway. The town appears neatly built, and has 
a fair general trade, there being several mills and malting concerns in the vicinity. 
The local government is vested in town commissioners, and the population is 2,141. 

The market day is Saturday. The fairs are held on the second Monday of each 
month. The fairs are toll-free, as are the markets, but at the latter charges are levied 
if the commodities are weighed. 

The market rights are stated to be the property of B. F. Bagenal, Esq., who has the 
fair green sub-let to P. J. Newton, Esq., at 71 . a year, and also the market square at a 
nominal rent. 

Mr. Newton is the owner of the scales and ouncil, which he has sub-let to a Mr. John 
Murray at lOZ. a year. 

There does not appear to have been any patent granted for the markets and fairs in 
Bagenalstown, so that they are at present held without any express! authority. The 
fairs have been apparently established since the Royal Commission of 1852. 

There is a schedule of the charges erected, and a weighing machine has been 
provided. 

The cattle fair is held iu a commodious fair green, the use of which has been given 
gratuitously by Mr. Newton for fair purposes. It is enclosed by a stone wall and 
conveniently situated. There are, however, no pens or shelter accommodation 
provided. 

The sheep and pig fail's are held on the public roads adjoining the fair grefin, and 
consequently have no accommodation provided for them. 

The general market is held partly on the streets of the to'wn, and partly on the 
potato-market square, but principally on the latter. This square is a wide open space 
off the main street and before the post office and other houses. It practically forms 
part of the public thoroughfare. The weigh-houae scales and weighing machine are 
erected here, but there is no shelter or other accommodation pro'vided. 

The fowl market is held in a yard enclosed by high stone walls and provided with 
shed accommodation. It is paved, and appears suitable for the purposes intendeil. 
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Producers are free to utilise tWsbuUdiug for the exposure and cUaposal of their fowl 

sub-let to the to™ commiBSiouers, but about four 
yem a^they sireudered them, as they fouud the receipts did not equal the amount 

“Cetera is usually ascertained at the beams and scales, and if a ticket is required 

donotingr tlie weiglit th.6 gross aloud is givoD. . v i /3 +1, 1 v 2. 1 

A complaint wis made of the pig and sheep fairs bemg held on tho public streets, as 
there is no rule restricting the exposure of animals elsewhere than on the fair green. 
'^The town commissioners stated they were unable to cope with the diaculty. as they 
were not empowered to make byelaws, not bemg tbe nrban samtary authority. 
Appended^ be found a transcript of the evidence taWyhe 

45, Lower Mount Street, ' Assistant Commissioner. 

Dublin. 


Bagenalstown, 7th December 1888. 


Jlr. John B. Wabbhn, Town Clerk, exoBiinod. 

26,240. You are the town clerk of Bagenaletown P— 
Yes. 

•26,241. When were the commissioners established 
lierji ? — In rebruary 1858. 

2C.242. What powers have they P — They make a rate 
nndlight the town ont of that rate, and pay some other 
matters ont of it. 

26,248. They do not do any paving P — No ; nothing bnt 
the lighting. 

26.244. They lun not the sanitary a-uthority P— No. 

28.245. The Beard of Gnanliaus attend to the sanitary 
matters ? — Yes. 

26.246. What is the town rate here P— The to^rn rate 
is niiiepeiice in tho ponnd. It wns a shilling. 

26.247. Have the commiasionera any market righte at 
all in BagenaUtown P— None, exMpt what is ohai-ged for 
weighing on the scales and onncil. 

26.248. Have they provided an onnoll P — ^No. It is a 
private onncil. 

26.249. They have no rights themselves then ?—They 
have none. 

26.250. Who we the owners of these market rights P 
— Philip George Newton- 

26.251. Is there any other person claiming rights 
here P— No. 

26.252. Itarkot or fair rights ? — ^No. 

26.253. What has Mr. Bagenal to say then? — Mi*. 
Bagenal is the owner of whore the cattle fair is bold. 

26.254. Are tolls levied at these markota P — ^No, oscopt 
the c^rges for weighing. 

26.255. Are tolls levied at the fairs P — ^No. 

26.256. What are the market days here P — Saturday. 

26.257. Saturday alone P — ^Ycs. 

26.258. What fairs are held here P — Monthly fairs. 

26.259. What date P — ^The second Monday of oooh 
month. 

26.260. Have yon a pig fair the day previons F — No. 
Both fairs are held on the one day. 

26.261. In this fair green P — ^No, 

26,26-2. Where are they held P— Tho pig fair is held 
on tee streets, and the cattle fair is held on tho fair 
green. 

26.263. Are these stioets in which the pigs are sold 
adjacent to the fair green P — Some of teem are. 

26.264. If they were confined to tee fair greon along 
>rith tho cattle, do you think the fair green wouldafford 
•jiiihoient space, or is it inadequacy of space that prevents 
teem P — 1 do not know. Tbe sheep are not sold on tho 
fair green; they are sold on the street 

26.265. Only horses and cattle on the fair green P 

There are no horses. 

26.266. Only cattle P — ^Yos. 

26.267. Why do they go abont tbe streets. Does the 

fair green afford insumoient space for all of them P 

Tliere would be space enough, hut I doubt if tee cattle 
and pigs would agree. 


26,268. Is there any shelter accommodation in the 
fair green P — No. 

2C,2flfl. it is entirely enclosed P — Yos. 

26,270. Have tho cattle fairs alw(kys boon hold tfaereP 
— b'or the gi-ador nnmbov of yoars they have’, since U 
was walled in, but in f'ormor titnos they woro all held 
on tho Htroot. 

28, ‘^1. Uould yon givo mo any i<loa of tho period 
when they wero first hold on tho fair groon ? — Well, I 
could. It is a long tivno ago. 

28.272. Is it twenty years P — It is, and double that. 

28.273. Ih it within your moraory P — It is within my 
memory, hut I could not rumombur. About forty-five 
years ago, I shonld think. 

20.274. There is no rule in this fair green rcsLrictiug 
the exposure of oil animals olsewhoi'o than In this fhir 
gi-conP— No. 

26.275. Gsji the farmer go where ho pleases and 
expose his cattle P — He can. There is nothing to pre- 
vent him. 

26.276. As a matter of fact, do they bring any cattle 
ont on tbe streets P — I have never seen them there. 

26.277. They do not expose them for sale on the 
stroets ? — No. They drive all the cattle into tho fair 
groon. 

26,378. Have tho people of tho town over oompiaii^ 
to the commissioners of these pig and sheep fairs being 
hold on the streets P — Well, thoro wue a complaint at 
one time by tho polioo which onusud tho comraissionm 
to inquire into it, and l.hoy pasaod a resolution which 
•was to no cllbot. They had no power to carry it out 

26.279. WTmt was tho nature yf tho rosoltition P— The 
nature of tho rosolutdou wua that tho pig fair was not to 
bo intorfenod with, and the oars Khould go to one aide 
of tbe strout instead of tho two sides. 

26.280. It was a vosolntion roculatdng the order in 
which tho markota and fairs would bo hold P — ^Yes. This 
was tho resolution : — 

“ That tho prosent fat-pig fair bo not interfered wite 
“ in any way ; that the care ooutaiiiiiig small rigs be 
“ allowed to remain in tho market sipiavo in Siloarry 
“ Street, and that any sirrplua cars containing siane 
“ shall extend down the one side of the main street, 
“ High Street and Bogunt Street.” 

26.281. Is that roeolution obsorvod P — ^No. The old 
system is carried out of having II 10 owb at each side or 
tho street. 

26.282. Have they got a difl'oront street allotted off 
for the exposure of tho pigs and auothox- for the sheep, 
or do they intermix P— Tho sheep ore exposed m » 
difforont plaoo from tho pigs. Tho sheep are aronna 
teo fair green and down by tho church wall. 

26.283. Mr. Nowtoix owns tho maa-ket rights P— To®- 

26.284. Has ho them sub-let P — Yos, to Mr. John 
Murray. 

26.285. "What has ho sub-lot to Mr. Murray P— The 
scale and onneiL 

26^6. .Is Mr. Murray bore P — Ho will be hoi's. 
26,287. If people bring in marketablo oommoditisSj 
can teey dispose of them where they please in the toffO» 
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or 13 there any rule rostriotdng them to expose these 
commodities in a certain place or position P — Thorc is 
no role, becauBa we have no power. 

26 288. I am speaking in a gouernl sense about tbo 
commodities brought into BagonaLstown, lunl not any 
dnties connected with the commUsinners. — Thai'C was 
a place allotted for the sale of fowl and iKitntoes. 

26.289. Then yon have a fowl market P — Yos j an 
enclosed fowl market. 

26.290. And potato market P — The fowl market is 
not Mr. Newton’s property — that is Mi'. Bagonal's. Tho 
potato market is Mr. Newton's. 

26.291 . Is that enclosed too ? — It is not. 

26.292. Where is it hold P — It is at one ond of tho 
town. The potato market is open to the f^uut. 

26.293. Is it portion of tho public thoroughfare P — 

It is. 

26.294. it off tho public street P — Yes. 

26.295. Is it a common off the public street P — No. 
The post office is there. 

26.296. la that the place in fVont of the post office P — 
Yes. That is the potato-market sriuaro. 

26.297. Have yon aj\y market buildings other than 
the fowl market P — No. There is shelter in that. 
There are slated sheds round about it. 

26.298. Are tho beam and scales erected in tho 
potato square beside the post office P — Yos, aud tho 
onndl. 

26.299. All nomraodttioB hronghtto Bagonaistown and 
exposed for sale are oxpcxwd in this* sqnaro bcRido tlio 
po^ office P — Yes, all in tho potato lino. 

26.300. Is com brought hero P — Some comisbronght 
in the seed scoaon. 

26.301. Is it brought there to that square P— It is 
bronght into that and sold there. Any that is sold is 
sold there. 

26.302. Have you ever attonded that market your- 
selfP — Yes. 

26,803. Oonldyou tell me the different marketable 
commodities that are bronght into Bngoiialstawn on 
Saturday, and exposed for sale P — Thoro oi'C potatoes, 
turnips, coal, cabbages, and other vegetables. Very 
seldom any hay comes into Bagenalstown. Qnttor is not 
sold ill that place. 

26. 304. Is butter brought to tho town ? — ^Yos. 

26.305. Is it «olcl to tho consumers? — It is sold to 
shopkeepers. They take from house to house. 

26.306. Is it ell roll butter P — Yes. 

26.307. Arc eggs brought here ? — Tes, eggs in tho 
fowl market with the fowl. 

26.308. Is this fowl market availed of by the pro- 
ducers ? — They were in the haliit of stopping inside that 
I^ce, hut now they wo in tho habit of stepping Out- 
side, and they are not brought insido tmly very seldom. 

26.309. Was there any ohorgo levied on thorn for 
being inside P — ^Nonc. 

28.310. In tho way of standing charge or ontranoo 
fee P— No, 

26.311. It WHS an ontirely free market to them? — 
It was. 

26.312. Was it erected by Mr. Bagenul P — No. Mr. 
Bagenal gave us the market place. 

26.313. Gave whom ?— Tho commisBiouers, and ho 
never charged any rent to my knowledge. 

26.314. Was it ho creobod it originally P — It was. It. 
was the ^aiuhles in former times, ond then it was 
turned into this fowl market, 

26,815. He gave it over to the comraisaioners? — Yes. 

26.316. Did ha give a lease of it P — No. 

26.317. Do you know the terms of the letting P — I 
cannot tell yon at present. 

26^8. Did the commissioners puss any rale or make 
^y^olaw for the sanction of tho Local Government 
"*rd restricting the sale of fowl and eggs elsowhevo 
^n in thajfowl morketP — They did, and pieced up 
notioea warning the people against selling ontside this 
piece that was allotted for the sale of fowl. 


26.319. Did you ever proceed for any broach of those 
rules ? — Wo did not, for the reason we saw it would ond 
In our failure. 

26.320. Were these byelaws sanctioned by tho Local 
Govenunont Board P — Wohavenobyelaws. We haveno 
power. Tho conseqnence of making thorn would he a 
rnso, if we could not carry them out. 

26.321. Have the commissiouers ever disonssed the 
advisability of tho ereotiou of market, buildings — largo 
and odeq^te market buildings, in Bagenalstown— to 
afford snmeiont protection for all dascription of market- 
able commodities brought in hero P — lie chairman of 
the commissionors mi^t be able to tell you something 
about that. 

26.322. As commissioners, they have never disouesud 
at the board the advisability of building a market ?— 

Well, they have. 

26.323. Apwt altogether from the possibility of their 
Greeting such a bunding, do they think a neecssitr 
exists for such a building in Bagenalstown P — I should 
think there is, but the present funds would not allow 
chom 10 do so. 

Mr. JoBK Mcbbay examined. 

26,823a. I believe yon are the tenant of Mr. Newton 
for the boom and scales and ouncilP ^Yes. 

26.324. Where have you this beam and scales 
erected .® — It is erected over 20 years in the square 
opposite tho post office. I am mstmastei-, and I 
rent the sqaaj'o from Mr. Newton. The ouucil is in tho 
square. 

26,32.'). Was there any agroomont between you and 
Mr. Newton P — Yos. 

26.326. Woro there any special agrcomcots other 
than the ordinary onesbetween landlord and tenant P- 
The ordinarv agreement. 

26.327. Thero ia no fqiccial covenant in it P — No. It 
is merely let to me as a tenant from year to year, with 
six months' notice to quit. 

26.328. What is tho rent P — 101. a year. 

26.329. You weigh all commodities at this beam and 
scales, the weight of which is desired to bo ascer- 
tained P — ^Yes. 

26.330. What do yon usually weigh ? — usually got 
potatoes to weigh ; sometimes I get butter ; and I dare 
say I weigh two thirds of the hay bronght into the 
market. 

20.331. There is a hay market ? — Yes. 

26.332. Do you aver weigh corn ? — ^Yes, sometimes 1 
weigh corn, hut very, very rarely. 

26.333. Is this a good corn market ? — ^Thoro is alargo 
amount of corn brought into the town, but it is not 
allowed to go to market. 

26,834-. It goes to the merobanta? — Yos. 

26.335. Is it previonsly bought by the merchants 
before being delivered to them ? — I think not. It is oil 
bought by sample and brought in nfterwna'ds. 

26.336. Corn then is never expo^d for sale in the 
market place, or about the town P — ^No. 

26.337. Is it brought from door to door ? — No. 
There are only two oom buyers, and samples are 
generally brought to them, and if they buy, the com 
would not have to ho brought in the marked 

26,337o. Have you only one scales P — One soalos and 
ouucil. 

26.338. What do you charge for weighing potatoes ? 
— The board says la. under eight stone, bub I geuorally 
charge Id. under ten stone. 

26 339. You have a schedule of tho charges erected P 
-Yi'S. 

*26,34i0. Witness thou produced the scbedulo, of which 
the following is a copy 

JRatet for Weighing. 

Draft of corn, flour, &o., 100 lbs. and under - 
Upwards - - - - - Id. 

Draft of wool, 200 lbs. and under - - id. 

Upwards - - * ■ -Si. 

Draft of bacon, butter, Ac., up to 4- stone - Id. 

4 to 8 Ertone - - • - - 2d. 

Upwards - 3d. 

Tjoad of coals, hay, tnmip<t, Ac. • • 2d. 

No charge for weighing cftrts. 
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26,Sil. {Witnat.) On lookiug ov«r the board, I do not 
hod potatoes on it at aU, bat ^e asaal charge was Id. 
nnder eight stones, and 2d. over it. Since 1 got it 
I charge nothing bat Id. nnder 10 stouo and 2d. over 
it. 

26,341o. Is it on the gross weight or net weight you 
charge P— I merely give the gross weight. 

2S.342. Yon never aaoortaiii the actual tare of the 
sack P — No. If the people bring back tbe sacks wo will 
weigh them fl'ee of charge and let them take th.it from 
the gross. 

26,313. Oo you give thorn a ticket denoting the 
weight ? — We give mem a ticket of the gross weight 
and Keep a copy of it. 

26,341. Yon keep ablockP — ^Yes. 

26,345. Do you know what is the onstomai'y allow- 
ance as tare between the buyer and seller? — For any 
potatoes in the market it is never more than half a 
stone. I have beard it frequently said there is a larger 
amount than that demanded and taken by the buyers in 
private baying, but tbe usnal thing in the market is 
naif a stone. 

26, M6. No matter what the gross weight would boP 
—No matter wbat the gross weight is. Of comse if 
there is a small bag, wbat we generally call mill bags, 
and if I was thei’e myself, it is recommoudod to tho 
bnyer that 4 lbs. is sufficient for that. 

26,347. In case of dispute between them, wonld you 
weigh the empty sockP — Undoubtedly. 

26,318. Wonld you demand any extra charge P — No. 
26,340. Have yon done so P — ^Tos, especially in com. 

28.350. What do you charge for com P — ^2d. per bag. 

26.351. Irroapecdve of tbe quantity die bag might 
oonWn P — ^Yes. I might add I do not remember having 
a bag under 8 stone. 1 dare say I wonld weigh it for 
Id. if it was under 8 stone. 


26.352. Do you ascertain the tare of the bag of oovu p 
— I have frequently done that. Tho empty bags have 
been brought back. 

26.353. Is it Dsnal with yon to do so P — It is os much 
one way as the other, oometimes they are brought 
back, and more times they are not. It is a matter 1m- 
tween the buyer and seller what they will allow for the 
bags. 

26.354. Yoh take no cognisance of the tareP— No, 
onlesB I am asked for it. 


26,855. Have they any porterage charge here P 

None whatever. The 2d. per bag covers all the charge. 
The man I employ refnaes •' tips” as they call them. 


26,356. Yon have a porter emploved to lift the bags 
off the CM P — I have a clerk for nunding the scales and 
a labouring man for trucking, and for the nssistauoo 
given there is no charge taken. 


26,357. Who weighs the commodi 
the porter? — My employ^ put in 
charge for the tkkets. 


j is it clerk or 
i weights and 


26.358. There is no porterage charge paid to this 
truckman P— No, I pay that myself. 

26.359. Do you keep a blook of tho ticket P—Yos, I 
keep a block of overythiug. 

26.360. What do vou charge for weighing butter P— I 
do not think I weighed butter more than twice or three 
times, and it is 2d. a 6rkm I charge. The rate is on 

the board. As yon will see by the board, tbe charge for 

a draft of butter and bacon up to 8 stone is Id and 
over it 2d. 


26,868. I auppoao yon ohargo 2d. for any load P— Ym 
and tho empty car is woigboa free. ' 

28.369. Do you always aotnally weigh the empty car 
aftorwoidsP — 99 times outof n 100 they axo weighed 

26.370. Supposing a man oamo in to-day and came 
to-morrow, would yon mvcj tho weight you aecortam 
to-day on to-morrow P — No. If n man weighed his car 
to-day I would take that us dealing with tho whole 
article be was disposing of, lor instance, if he was 
diTiwing 40 or 50 loads of hay to a porchoecr. 

26.371. If the buyer diaputod that, what course woold 
you adopt P — 1 would weigh tho cor if any oomplaint 
wero expressed. 

26.372. Have you iiunril of tlio cars being altered in 
any way after the dolivory of the hay and straw, and 
before coming to you to bo woighodP— Novor since I 
took up tho ouncil. 

20.373. How long have you tho ouncil P— Two years 
this month. 

26.374. Is fish over lirought to this market P—Piah is 
sold at the nearer port of the market, but it is never 
taken into wlici'e there is any tariff charged. 

26.375. I suppose all these dill'oront commodities you 
weigh are sold proviona to their being weighed P— -Some, 
times. Sometimes poople wish to go oat of the rrun- l^ fl(; 
eai-ly, and they ask us to woigh thorn. We then mark 
the weight on the bags, and also give them tickets and 
keep a copy of tho tickets. They huvo the tickets to 
present to tho buyer. 

26.376. Have you ovoi* to make up the tickets f« 
these people P — Wo givo tho gross tot. 

26.377. Have yon ever to nmke up the value of the 
commodity according to tho weight and the price they 
get ? — If wo have time wo oliligo them, but it is not a 
rule of the market to do so. 

26,878. Snpposiiig there were required from you tbe 
particulars of the current prices of those different 
marketable commoditios, could you make such a return 
periodically P— Undoubtedly. 

26.379. You consider that return wonld be a pretty 
accurate oneP — I believe Iwould be in a better position 
than any other man in tho town to give an accurate 
state of the prices. 

26.380. Are commodities exposed for sale in this 

marketplace, and not weighed at youi' scales? There 

is a largo lot. In fact ^e town is mined by that class 
of business. I know for a fact that men baying potatoes 
and other commodities have men out along me bye- 
roads to meet people and prevent them from coming to 
the market under tho improssiou that they arc sa'mg 
2d. — very much under the impression that they are 
saving 2d. 

26.381. Are thceo tho buyors P — Yos. 

26.382. They will stop tho pooplo os they are coming 
in P — ^Yes. 

26.383. Supposing thev oxposod potatoes, com, and 
other commoditioB in.tluR market souaro, aud sold 
thorn, but did not desire to go to your scales to ascer- 
tain the weight, would you seek for any charge P— If 
they do nut come in the markett I have no right, and 
nover sought for it. 

25.384. Supposing thoy onme right up to your door 
and exposed a commodity and sold it, hut did notwei^ 
at your scales, would you ohorgo P — Yes, I woiud 
claim it. 


26,361. Ton always weigh tbe butter in its natural 
state P — ^In tbe firkan. 

26,862. If not in the firkin, do you weigh it in Inoins P 
—I never weigh lumps. ^ 

26,363. You only ascertain the gross weight of the 
fii-kin P— Yes. 

26,864. Younever strip the firkin P— No. 

26.365. Was it ever drained P— No. If tho firkins or 

empties arc brought back they would be weighed froe 
of charge. “ 

26.366. Supposing a firkin was brought, you novor 
lake the top of it and turn it up to let the pickle out P— . 
I never saw it done anywhere. I never saw it done in 
Carlow. 

26.367. What is your charge on hay P— 2d. a load. 


26.385. Has a cose of that kind arisen P — Yes. 

26.386. Didyouroooivoyourohargo P — Yes, I received 
as good as tho charge — a promise of it. 

26.387. Yon think your rights under your ogreement 
with Mr. Newton entitle you to this charge P— J do. 

26.388. You do not know under what author!^ Mr. 
Newton demised that right to you P — It is his com 
private properly-, I believe. 

26.389. Do you keeptho blocks of these tickets ftr 
any length of time P— Yos. 

26.390. They would not show the quantity of ft* 
different commoditios brought to the market when tb^ 
are not all weighed with you P — Vei^ little has been 
taken off tho morkot, except the bnyers would go sad 
tip them, and they would go, but otherwise eveiythin? 
is weighed there. 
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26,391. Do 7 on over weigh cattle P — I do not remember 
ever wcdghing cattle. 

26.892. Is the weigh-bridge capable of weighing 
cattleP— Not without being iu a float and weighed in the 
float. I I weighed a bull or two. 

26.893. You have no railings around the weigh- 
bridge P— No. 

26.894. Would you have any objection to tell me what 
your average receipts areP — Well, 1 really could not 
give you any idea. I mean to give over the market 
owing to the bad arrangemimt, so that it cannot be a 
very paying concern. 

26.895. Wbat do you call the bad arrangement ? — The 
system allowed in tbc town. 1 am spcaldng about the 
potatoes, fowl, and everything else, and sending people 
out on die bye-roods to contract with the people to hnug 
their commodities to jiviimto pliiocs to be weighed. 

26,398. Is it only to bo weighed P — To bo bought and 
weighed and kept there. There is every effort inado to 
destroy the potato market and evory market. 

26.397. Is that course ado[>ted for the purpose of 
saving twopence a bag? — I think there is a iwinoual 
object. 

26.398. What raison do you assign ibr that. Do they 
think they can purchase the commodity cheaper by fore- 
stalliug in that way than aEowing it to bo brought into 
the market where there would bo open competition ? — 
There must be something behind that. I do not know 
why there shonld be a desire to save twopence to a man 
when it does not efieot a man’s pocket. 

26.399. If you have any reasons to assign for that, 
you ought to state them P — the Ifrst jilace I am en- 
tirely disinterested, as I want to give over the market 
square ; but giving evidence that might bo of use I 
Ihink the great curse of the morkete is private buying, 
and the inducement and oncooragoment offered to the 
people to carry on private buying. 

26.400. Do you think if the commodities were brought 
in and exposed for sale in tho public market, that the 

E reducer would get a better price P — They would get an 
ouester price, because 1 notice in the course of the 
markets an innocent country person who comes and 
offers goods is made up to by a cheeky person who will 
tell them they can do better outside. There is no 
opportunity for iimooont country people selling their 
goods honestly. 

26,401. Are there any country people hero? — No. 
The majority are townspeople. 


OroBB-examined by Fatubk O’Nujli,, os follows: — 


26,402-3. I wanted to ask who put up the board, 
because it originally belonged to tho town commis- 
sionersf — The town commissioners had tho board 
erected. 


26.404. They laid down the charges on the different 
articles P — Yes. 

26.405. When did the town commissioners cease to 
have control ? — I could not really say, but I think it is 
^ut three or four years since. 

26.406. Was not there some portion of tho tolls paid 
to the town commission P — I do not know. 

26.407. Did tho town coinmissioners get something 
out of the towns by the woman in charge of the weigh- 
ing before yon got possession P — I think there was 
something about, but 1 was never interestedinanythinar 
about that. 


26,^. How was it taken out of the hands of the town 
MmmiBsion? — I do not know. I suppose it was Mr. 
iiewton, but I do not understaud that question. 

26,409. As regards the charges that were laid down 
OT weighing, do not you think at present, taking the 
tunes and circumstances into account, that they are a 
good deal in excess of what they ought to P— I do not. 


26,410. You know everything is going down in price, 
and do you not think a revised board necessary P — If 
iiiere were revised rules there might be a revised board. 

^ you made an allowance sometimes 

toll was too much P — I believe I expressed an 
pinion that if all the goods came to the market, and if 
haying were abolished and things sent 
/wvni^ dealt with honestly, every bag 

d be weighed fofl a penny, hecaufl© the number 
I 52796 . 


would ho greater than at present, and they oould bo 
weighed at half the present price. 

26,412. I agree with you. I think it is nob fair when 
ihoro is a public market and public place, the potatoes 
and all other articles supposed to he weighed ought to 
he weighed on the public scales. I think the more 
jicople look into it the more they will be of your opinion 
that it is not right for private people to meet them on 
the roadside and bring them to their own yard. T do not 
think the people arc satisfied. I think myself if I was 
a farmer selling goods I would rather have 1 hem weighed 
at a public scales than a private one, no nmltoi' how 
honest the private one might beP — Yes. I coutom- 

E latcd huying potatoes this yeni‘ and exporting them, 
ut Ijcing the renter of the scale I was afraidthe public 
might think in buying for myself I had an object, and I 
refrained from purchasing or exporting the potatoes in 
order that the people might have thorough confidence 
iu the beam and the weight ascertainod there. Unless 
the private buying is abolished, there is no use in revis- 
ing the board. 

26,413. Who can abolish it ? — The same party who can 
revise the board can abolish that. There is a hirge sale 
of wool here every year. 

26,414. (T/is OommUsioier.) Tell me your charge for 
weighing wool ? — Fourpence for eight stone and under 
two hundredweight. 

26,415. It is eightpence for any pack over that ? — Yes. 
The scales have to be opened down, and it takes a good 
deal of trouble to weigh any pack over two hundred- 
weighc. 

26,416. What is the usual quantity you weigh P — I 
could give yon the gross if I had been asked. 

26,417. That would be the actual quantity brougut wj 
tho market, aud not including what would be weighed 
elsewhere P — Yes. The wool is weighed elsewhere, and 
every facility given to keep it out of the market. There 
is a private scales and .\lr. Dean, awool buyer, will give 
the benefit to that. 

26,418. What is the lowest weignt you weigh down 
to P — To half a pound. 

26,419. Do you weigh by standing beam or give a 
coat P — Just a slight cast. I work that beam and ounoil 
aud market on the strictest principle of honesty. 

26,420. Iu weighing potatoes what do you we%h 
down to P — 4 pounds. 

26,421. You do not weigh under 4 pounds P — ^No; it 
is not usual. 

26,422. Do you give a cast of the beam? — No, a tarn 
of the beam. 

26,423. la it a good turn.? — No; it is juBbatum. I 
may add in tho majority of markets they do not go under 
a half stone. 

26.424. In weighing com do you give a oaatP — I 
barely give a turn of too beam. 

26.-125. Down to wbat weight do you weigh P — Down 
to a pound. 

26,426. Aud in butter P — Toths half pound. 

26,427. What would you charge for a load P — The load 
of coal coming in hero generally averages 28 hundred. 
He may draft the entire lot for 42. If he weighs a load 
it is 2d., but to draft the whole lot will be 4d. 

26,428-9. Snpposingo farmer brougbtinagreatquan- 
tity of potatoes — we will say brought in a load of ^out 
12 sao^ — and weighed them at youi- scales, and sold 
in the market place, and'they were subsequently retailed 
at the market place by people who desired to weigh 
them again, would you charge a second timeP Un- 

doubtedly, hut it has never occurred. 

26,430. Is this market wholesale market principally P 
— Wholesale and letail. 

26,481. Do the sellers have small scales to weigh the 
commodities ? — ^No, i would not allow it. 

26.432. If toe working meu of the town wish to go to 
the market place for a stone of potatoes, can they get 
them ? — Yea, When the new potatoes come in I provide 
a snitable measure for retailing them. 

26,433. They sell them by measnro ?— Yes ; I place a 
backet and balance it on the scales, and have it properly 
balanced throughout, so they are prepared to abide by 
the tariff. 

26,434. What is toe charge ?— A load of new notatoes 
would ba about 4d. to draft them out, 

M in 
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26.435. Wooid yon charge that 4ii. iu addition to 2d. 
a bagP — New potatoes are never bongitin bags. 

26.436. Supposing they came in next Satarday, and a 
man ■went up to buy a stone of potatoes? — I never 
charge the poor people fordrafting. The poor txsopla 
of the town come in, and if they ■wish to buy a bag or 
retul them I allow them the use of the scales. I never 
charge for dmdingthe bag. 

26.437. Can tie poorer members of the community 
buy small imanUtics of marketable commodities in 
market at me ordinary prices, without paying anything 
additional for the weighing? — I do not understand 
you. 

26.438. Supposing there are farmers and dealers in 
the market square to-morrow, and a man in the town 
comes xip to bny a stone of potatoes, can that stone of 
potatoes bo weighed at yonr scales ? — That is not the 
nsual idea. The principal retailers are the shopkeepers 
abont the town, who bny what they want for the 
week. 

26.439. 'Pi'actioally they cannot bny small quantities 
in the market square. They must go to the retailors in 
the town? — Yes. 

26.440. Practically it is a wholesale market P — The 
commodities ore sold to be subecqneutly rctaOed. It is 
wholesale and ret^, becanse the new potatoes are always 
retailed. 

26.441. That is during a portion of the season P — ^Tes, 
the coal is retailed in small quautitioe of hundreds and 
half-hundreds. 

Eev. Father O’Neiii., P.P., examined. 

26.442. I take it you approve of all commodities being 
weighed at a public scales P— Yes. 

26.443. You think the sellers would have more con- 
fidence in the weighing ? — ^Thatis my opinion. When 
I buy hay or anything of that kind, as I do, it is weighed 
at the public ouucil. I am better satisfied ■with that, 
because, it is a public place, and the former soiling his 
hay would also have more coufidence in a public scales. 

26,4-14. Have you ever hem-d complaints of any 
inaccuracy in ascertaining the weight at a pri'vate'or 
nnblic scales ? — No. It only recently came to my know- 
ledge that people were buying potatoes in the yar^. I 
hate the greatest confidence in all the men in the town, 
and I believe they are as honest as any men in the 
world. At the same tume 1 think the public scales ought 
to be availed of, and being personally concern^ in bay- 
ing hay from time to time I -would rather have it 
weighed at the public scales. 

26,445. Do you consider the charge of 2d. too high for 
weighing a load of hay P — It is not too much after oil, 
bnt still I think a penny a load would pay very well. 

26,445a. {Mr. Murray.^ Ton forget that the 2d. pro- 
vides for the ■weighing ofthe empty cart after the load. 

26,448. How does the charge compare -with thech.argo 
made in Carlow P — I have heard it stated by those who 
sold there that in Carlow the charges are veiy exor- 
bitant comptu-ed with the charges here. 

28.447. Do you know the actual charge in Carlow? 

I saw in one of the local papei’s recently a letter saying 
they charge 4d. for weighing a hag of potatoes. 

26.448. But the loads on the woigh-bridge P I think 

the charge is 2d. a load. 

Mr. Charles Bum examined. 

26.449. I believe Mr. Newton is one of the owners of 
the town P — ^Tes. 

26.450. Conid yon tell me has be any special grant 
from the Crown for these markets? — None whatever 
only as owner of the soil. 

26.451. He originally provided the beam and scales P 
— ^Yes, and onncil. 

26.452. Do yon know the origbol cost of them P— I 
think the ounoil coat about 501. I do not know what 
the erection of it cost. The house was attached. 

26.453. That house is only used for weighing pur- 
poses? — ^Yee. 

26.454. If the farmers oonndt effect a sale of any 
commodities on market day, there is no stontge accom- 
modalion provided for them P — No. 

' 26,455- Do yon kpoir"aa a matter of fant-whetherthey 
do store p-—I really 'do not. J 36 not know there is any 


public store in tho town. I bcliovo Mr. Murray acoom. 
luodatce them in his yard if there is anything left after 
the market. 

26.456. (Jfr. Murray.) That is true. I have two large 
out-hooscs, and I always allow pooplo who cannot eeli 
tho nso of thoBo honscs or tiiu use of my yard. 

20.457. Do you chorgo them for it P — do not. 

26.458. Is it at thoir own risk? — Undoubtedly, at 
their own risk. Howovor, they never suffer any loss 

20.459. Tho commodities would 1m sholtoied from the 
elements thevo P — Yos, 


Exainiiittl-ioii of Mr. Durry continnod. 

26.400. Wore thono market rights ovor in tho posses, 
aiou of tho town commission P — They were. 

20.461, Wore they lot by Mr. Newton P— He gave 
them. I do not think there wiw any market tolls. It 
was merely Mr. Nowton ovcctod an ouucil, and the town 
comnuftsionors got it into thoir chm-go and appointed a 
party to work it. 

20.462. Any profits dorivotl wont to tho town com- 
niisaiouers P — Yes. 

20,483. Whnt led to their giving it up ? — I believe 
they funud it was not paving, os well os I understand, 
and they gave it back to Mr. Nowton. ’ 

26,464. Have you consulted Mr. Newton on the 
qoerios P — I was propcnt. 

20,405. Has ho any views on this ((nostiou. Doe.s he 
think the ]jroper individuals tu work them would be 
the town oommiiuiuiioi’s or lueal authority P — His idea 
is there uuglit tu bu some coiii|mlHoryrugulatioiiB aWt 
the markote, instead of having them, aa they are. 

20.400. Have yon any roinarlcH to make yourself?— 
Nothing further than that tho markets iwo well con- 
dnefedwith that o.xceptiou. There aro no tolls at the 
markets or fairs. There is simply n charge at tie 
scales and wuigh-hridgo, 

26.467. Havo yon any doalings in connexion with tho 
market P — ^Notlimg, unless I happen to bny. 

26.468. Do you think a nooussi-ty exists for on ade- 
quate market building, and confino tho exposure of 
marketable t;ommoditicB to that building P — I decidedly 
do. I think a niiu'kot houso ought to lie erected, and 
have the markets on a proper sybbem. 

26.469. With a vostriction compoUing pooplo to avail 
themselves of this market place P — Certainly, and not 
sell hero and there. 

26.470. Did yon ever hoar complaints that any perish- 
able commodities woi*e dopreciatod iu value or quantity 
by exposure on this square P — Never. 

26.471. Have yon over- hoard complaints that any 
accidents have happened by somu of the fairs being hold 
on the public Htroets, or incouvoniom'o oansod to the 
public by tho obstruction P — No. 


B. P. Baoehal, Esq., J.P., osivmincd. 

26,473. You are the O'wnor of llio fair green P — Yes. 

26.473. Tliati is entirely ouolosod P — It is walled 
around. 

26.474. Could you toll ino tho original expense of 
enclosing it P— I could nob possibly toll you. It was 
done in my father’s time. 

26.475. You ])crmit the fail’s to bo hold in tho fair 
green P — Tho fairs are held thoro. 

26.476. No oliargo is levied P— No. I slionld, perhaps, 
tell you I am only tho head landlord. Thei’o is an 
intormediato landlord. 

26.477. Wlio is ho P — Mr. Nowton. 

26.478. What is the r^nt P 71. n yonx. 

26.479. Mr. Nowton gives it for tho nao of the fairs? 
—Yes. 

' 28,^. Ware tolls, to your knowledge, ever levied at 
tho foirs P — I novor hoard they wero. They may have 
boon, but I never hoard it. 

26,481. Havo yon over hoard complaints that anj 
obstruction or inconvenience was caused to the peep® 
of tho 'town by somo of "tho fairs being held on tb® 
streets adjacent to the fair greon P — heard soffl® 
p^ies consider it a very groatsuuisanpe to hsT® 
iftirs OB the street, 
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26 ■482. Generally, do yon couaiuer, lioth for tne c.on- 
renience of bnyera and soUcrB. and in order to view the 
cattle ond other antmnle, that tho propoi’ place for their 
exposure ■vrould bo a properly emsloaod fair green ? — 
Decidedly. 

20.483. Hare you had experience of othoi- places {■ — 

I have seen Carlow, where they used to hold a very 
large pig laii* on tho streets. 1 hare seen that changed 
by taking the pig fail- into a now fair gruun, and I 
believe it has been a very great improvement to the 
town in general. I IxsHovo tlioin wiw some objection to 
it at the time, until establiabod, ljut the fairs are very 
much improved in conse([aence. 

20.484. IVom yoni’ oxperienco of tho farmers aronnd 
and the producers who frequmit this place, do yon 
think the foot of no toll l»eing levied at tho fairs, acta 
as on inducement to th® farmens to bring in a greater 
supply, or in othor words, do you think the exaction of 
a toll acts in any way a« a doterroat upon them in 
bringing their animals and cummoditioa to the markets 
and fairs P — I say it ought to oiicoorago thuni to bring 
them in when there is no toll. 

26, ■185. Do yon think the exaction of a toll vronld 
deter them P — I think not, under proper management, 
and a proper system. 

26.486. Yon consider that tho fnrmor, if ho could have 
a ready market and j)ropev aooomiuodatioa atlbvded, 
would liave no objection to pay a chargo for that accom- 
modation? — lam afannor myself and mo.st decidedly 
I should not have any objection at all. 

26.487. Do yon agree in tho opinion exprossed by 
Mr. Daffy that a necessity exists for projior market 
buildings P— Yes, if it could be done without a gi-eat 
increase of tiumtiou. 

26.488. Apai't from any financial diflloolty, yon think 
a necessity exists for sur^ accommodation P — Yes. 

26.489. If erected, it would tend to improTu the 
marked here and give gi'eator facilitios to the buyers 
and sellers ? — 1 think so if the people could not remain 
outside. 

26.490. That is to have restrictions on them from 
exposing elsewhero P — Yes. 

26.491. Do you consider that in the event of sneh 
bnildinOT being erected, and such markets being held 
there, that the contTOl of them ehould remain as it is or 
be vested in tho local anthority, the town oommisaioners, 
or do you think if the commissioners had ibo control of 
the market rights arid fairs they would work them 
better and to the greater Batisfaction of those frequent- 
ing them P — I think they ought to be under some 
euthoriU deddadly, but under the town commissioners 
or not, I cannot quite say. I think they ought to be 
under some constituted anthority, oortainly. 

26.492. That is a general question. You have ex- 
perience of Carlow and elsowhoio, mid you consider the 
markets and lairs should bo worked by an authority, 
^^jn^out of question the .parUcultu' authority? — 

26.493. They should obtain comi)nlsory powers to 
Kguire the rights of tho owners of the markets and 
fairs?— Ido. I think so. 

28.494. Could you give me any reason funniug that 
opinion P--WcD, merely hccause I saw in tho two 
neighbouring towim of Kilkenny and Carlow that the 
^stem adopted, and it is gi-ontly to their benefit and 
the convenloucc afforded to tho people. 

26,^5. Have you bought at fairs where tolls were 
levied?— Yes. froqucutly. 

26.496. Do yon think if tolls are to bo levied in return 
for tie ncoommodaHon afforded that it -would work 
hetto to have a toll on tho animal actually sold or a 
snmlmr toll on all animals as they enter tho fair green P 
— ihe _ system iu Kilkenny and Carlow is to charge on 
tee animal going into the fair green, and it seems to 
work very well. 

26.497. Have you evoi- attended fairs where tho toll 
^ only levied on tho animals actually sold and ns they 
"W being taken away P — 1 believe in Dorris that is the 
we, md in another place not very far distant. We 
Mve an objection to that system. 

1® nature of that objection? — Goner- 

dpfti away from the fail- there is olten a gi'ent 

«i of trouble m getting away on account of tho various 
people oxiving away — more so than going in. 


26.499. More confusion and inconveuieuce arise, oud 
the publio are delayed ? — ^Yes. 

26.500. Ton would approve of the system in Carlow 
ond Kilkenny of an entrance charge ?— Decidedly. 

26.501. You think it would work bettor? — ^Yes. At 
the same time I should like to remark the actual fact of 
having a toll is bound to improve the fair, because the 
fairs are not regulated. A toll makes tho fair good — 
better than otherwise. For instance, the fail's in Carlow 
were aln-ays good for sheep and pig«, still it does not 
seem over to nave taken as a cattle fair. The reason 
for that I cannot understand, there being such good 
fairs in the neighbourhood of Kilkenny and Carlow, but 
that is in the hands of the neighbouring farmwa and 
landlords. 


Mr. Autupu Henlbt examined. 

26..D02. (WifjMrss.) I do not think tolls have any effect 
on fairs established by a locality. Toll or not, it does 
not make any difficulty. ' 

26,503. Yon do not consider that if there were two 
fairs equi-diacaut from athrmer’shoose- one being toll- 
free and the other one at which tolls were levied — ^that 
he would not consider whether a toll was levied or not 
if tho fair at which the toll was levied wore better tham 
the othor P — I think he wonid not care abont tolls at 
fairs that were good, bat I think tolls in Bagnalstown 
would have a most injurious effect. We cannot get tho 
cattle to come here. 

26, 503a. Do yon consider where tolls ore levied that 
the fai'uier when fixing the price which ho requires for 
the auimal oousiders the toll ? — I could not form a good 
opinion abont that; but I should say in Kilkenny the 
small ebarge they pay there on entrance does not aQ'eet 
tho farmers a bit. 


William WAiin, Esq., Chairman Town Commissioners, 
Kvamined. 

_ 26,504. You arc tbe chairman of the town oommis 
sioners ? — Yes. 

26.505. At one period the commissionerB had control 
of the uiai'keta, or rather tbo management of the beam 
and scales and onneilP — They bed. 

26.506. Had they the immediate control, or did they 
let them out ? — They let them out. 

26.507. Did they consider that an advisable course to 
adopt P — They let them ont subject to their control. 

26.508. Practically they had not the control that 
Mr. Newton ha.s at present? — Mr. Ne\vton erected the 
ounciland banded it over to the town commissioners, 
as be was a commissioner himself that time. For 18 
ypure we held the scales and ouncil. We let them to a 
pi'iviue individual — that private individual was under 
wages as a night-inau m the town until the Act of 
1^9, which did away with the powers of town com- 
missioners where there was not a population of 6,000 
inhabitants, aud Mi'. Newton said, as we had no power 
he would take tbe ouncil Siud scales as his own private 
property. 

26.509. If you had couti'ol of it, and worked it by 
meitns of an officer, and sub-let cither the scales or 
ouncil, do you think the public generally would have 
more conSdonco iu uu officer of the town commiseionerj 
weighing tbe difierent commodities than a private indi- 
vidual getting profit out of it? — There would be more 
confidence in the commissioners. 

26.510. That is if the commissioners did not sub-Ict 
it? — Yes, not sub-let, but appoint their otvn, man from 
the commissioners, a man Avho would have to perfoiT.i 
the dnty according to tbe commissioners' ideas. I would 
appoint a man or clerk to perform the duties at that 
scales, aud have him subject to the comraissioners. 

26.511. Youheard the remarks uf the several witnesses 
•who have given evidence. Do you think a necessity 
exists fur a proper market building being erected bei>e ? 
— Unfortunately the town coinmissiouera have not the 
power. 

■ 56,512. Do you think for the trade of the town that a 
necessity exists for such market bnildlugs with, as sug- 
gested, rules compelDug' people to resort to the market P 
— I. believe it would b® benefieial to . the whole town at 
large if we had the means to erect a proper house for 
the accommodation of such articles as vegetables and 
M m 2 
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BTerytuing. Ibalieveit -would be a atimulus to thetowu 
to have such a building erected. 

26.513. What renson can yon nsaign for tho people 
not resorting to Uie fowl morkot P— One reason ia that 
the commiasionere have no authority or |iower to m^e 
tnem go there. They are at liber^ to go where they 
iilcaea. The commisaionera passed a resoluLioti as a 
kina oi byelaw and tried to make them go into the 
market. «e summouod them for forestalling, and 
when the cases came before the court the magislratos 
found they had no power under the Act of Parliament 
to do anything. 

26.514. Did not the police proceed against them for 
obatruebionP— We could not go against them for ob- 
struction. It was only forostoJling in the buying. 

26,515- Do you hear much complaints about foro- 
stalling P — Yes. 

26.516. What commodities arc forestalled? — Fowl 
principally. The buyers go out and meet them, and 
bny at the cross road, end will not let tho people come 
into the market. 

26.517. They go out and meet them on tho conutry 
roads? — They have done that; and that was the cause 
of making the byelaw, but latterly they have not done 

because the buyers have not been so numerona, or 
BO much demand for the fowl. 

26.518. Do youthbkthe farmers would receive better 
prices if ihe fowl was brought into tho market, and 
there was tho ordinary competition P — That is my idea. 
If the buyers buy in the market better prices -will bo 
given. There is a public market, and let them come 
in, aud let every one have a fair chance, both the sollor 
and the buyer, and there will he better prices. I say 
the miffket hoase ia the proper place for the fowl to bo 
sold and bought when there is accommodation there 
for that purpose. 

26.519. If this market buildingwere erected, do yon 
think the proper individuals to nave control would bo 
the to-wn commissioners P — Not a doubt of it. 

26.520. Have tho townoommissioners discussed that P 
—We spoke of that a couple of times. We have not 
gone into the merits of the matter. I believe myself 
such a building should be under the control of the 
commissioners whoever they may be. 

26.521. Would the town commissioners he disposed 
to levy a charge in this building P — would not be for 
levying any enlarge except what would pay tho interest 
of the money borrowed. 

26.522. The commissioners are not in favour of snob 
a biding in order to afford them a means of augment- 
ing their revenue?-— No. Our revenue is too small to 
undertake anything at present. 

26,52'i. They do not contemplate increasing their 
l evenua by working the market rights P — ^No. It would 
be their object to give accommodation to the public, 
and induce farmei-s to come into the town, so as to 
increase its prosperily. That is my idea. It should be 
for the whole town at large, and for the benefit of 
farmers outside, that they might have accommodation 
when they come into the place, instead of being out in 
the wet and cold with their commodity. 

26.524. Have yon heord them complaining of no 
shelter accommodation being afl'oided at all nero in 
winter time P — Certainly. 

26.525. Have you heard complaintB that any of the 
commodities have been depreciated in value or quantity? 
— I would not go so far os that, but- the people have 
been moat inoonvouicnced by being out in t^ public 
market during a wet Saturday. 

26.526. Prom what districts do they bring the market- 
able commodities P — Perhaps we will «)ay four miles or 
thereabouts. It is sometimes six miles, but I irill say 
four. 

26.527. From what districts do they bring the cattle P 
— They bring them from all districts round about. 

26.528. Within what limits P — Within eix miles, and 
eight sometimes. I have seen pigs bronght ten and 
twelve miles to be sold in Bagenolstown, but the cattle 
do not come so far. Figs oome the night before a 
distance of ten miles to be sold here. 

26.529. How far is this fair green from the railway 
station P — ^About a hnndred perches. 

26,580. The buyers never complained of that P— No. 


26.531. Have you over bonght at these fairs your- 
self P — Several times. 

26.532. Havo thoy got thosystem of luck-penny here? 
— Yos. 

26.533. At tho cnttlo market there is no fixed sum for 
that Inck-pcnuy ? — No. 

26.534. Is it always loft to tho disposition of the 
BoUorP — Yos. 

26.535. It is given in each c-osc ?— I never knew a ease 
in which it was not given, except by a very narrow, 
minded man ; hut gonorolly Hpoiucmg, us a rule in the 
pig market tho buyers of pigs stop sixpence from tho 
scllorB. 

26.536. Ho stops that out of tho contract price P— Yes. 

26.537. In tho cose of cattle tho price is paid and tbs 
sollor Huljsoi.|uontly returns tho luck -penny ^ — ^Yea. He 
gives what no plousos. 

26.538. Supposing you wore a seller, would yon con- 
sidev what luok-ponuy you would give when fixing Ae 
price P — I would not, bocauso it is optional to give or 
not ns 1 please. Thovofore 1 wonhl not count fliaL 
Sometimes wo buy cattlu, and if 152. is paid for a cow 
there may be five shillings Inck mentioned, hut if it ia 
mentioned I may glvo Ihu buyer what I please — a 
ling or a half-crown, or whatever I wIbil The buyer 
must submit to whatever I do. It is voluntary with 
tho sollor to give a luck-peuny ns they generally do is 
a fair. 

26,538a. Does that systom of Iuck-]}cmiy lead to any 
nnduo Julay being caused in completing toe bargain? 
— Not iu too slightest. 

26.539. Or any ooufnsiou P — I havo never known it. 
They might argue about tho price of too beast originally, 
bntlnoverheai-d any argument about too luck-peuny. 

26.540. Do they come iu tlie night before the fair with 
cattle P — No. They do not didvo in too cattle until the 
morning of tho fail’. 

26.541. What hour does too fail’ usually begin P— 
About 9 o’clock. 

26.542. What time does it tormiuateP — 2 or 3 o'clock 
iu tho evening and not later than 4. 

26.543. What hour do the markets usually begin P— 
The pig market at present and fowl mai-ket h^in at 
8 o’clook in tho morning according to too rule in Water- 
ford. The fowl market losta two hours or three. 

26.544. ^Vhat time does toe general market tom- 
meuco P — Tho general moi'ket opens at any hour they 
please. 

26.545. What hours are the scales available P— From 
6 ui tho momiug until 6 at night. 

26,646. Does Mr. Murray weigh every day ?— Yea, if 
anytoing comes. 

26.547. But Saturday is tho market day P — ^Yea. 

26.548. Have you any othor observations to moke?— 
First, I would ask if the town commissioners con get 
power to Qxtond tho area of tho town. 

26.549. Do nob ask mo any quostions, because I am 
only hero to obtain information P — ^Well, the commia- 
siouors’ powers lU’O too narrow, and should be more 
oxtondod. Wo are circuiusuribod, and all tasatiem 
oomoB upon the town itself. Outside the town, although 
they got nuc’ommodation, thoy i>ay no tuxes, and 
only ablo to raise by a rate of Vd. iu toe pound ww 
merely pays tho town olurk and too lighting of the 
town. 

26.550. What romodiea would you suggest?— T^ju 
future legislation, wo or any other coramissioneis should 
have more powers oonferrod on thorn for local parpt»e*t 
and to provide hotter ocoommodation for tha fannoi 
which cannot be done without too moans of borrowiag 
money. 

26.551. When you say additional powert, pow^ 
what nature P — rowers to extend tho township oi 
Bagualstowu, at least one and a half miles. 

26.552. Do you think the country people 'would auh 
mit to that. They will not get any benefit fro® 
lighting of too town, and do yon think toey would ^ 
mit to the enlargement you suggest P — I t hin k for tiu» 
reason, that toey would have omy to pay a fourth w 
toe valuation of the land of what the townspeop 
would have to pay. 
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26.553. How many town commiaBionera in the town P 
—Nine. There ftve facilities here for taking cattle by 
water or by rail. 

26.554. Supposing you sent cattle Ijy the canal to 
Dublin, what additional period of time is consumed in 
sen^g them by the canal P — ^Under the present arrange- 
ment with the Grand Canal they gofrom Bogenalstowu 
to Dublin in two days. All corn goes by the canal. 

26,655. What are the rates P — The rates we fair and 
just. 

26.556. Do those who avail themselves of the canal 
eonmder thatP — ^Yes. I am one myself. 

26.557. Arc they considerably lower than the railway 
rates P — Ten per cent, lower on first aud second class of 
goods. 

26.558. What commodities arc usually sent by canal P 
—Well, for tho lost twelve months the cAiial has been 
carrying all kinds of goods — ah^ goods and everything 
else coming from Dnblin. l^erotofore the railway 
carried all shop goods, and no canni boats were eoming 
down with these things, but for the post twelve mouths 
they have three boats running from Dnblin whether 
there are goods or not. I believe a large quantity of 
potatoes are sent by the canal down to Waterford, but 
not to Dublin. 

26.559. How many pigs are brought to the fairs hero 
on an average P — ^Abont 900 pigs each month, but not 
less than 700. 

26.560. Could you give any approximate idea of tho 
number of cattle P — The cattle 01*0 not so numerous, but 
I could not give yon any idea of tho cattle. 

26.561. Could yon give any idea of the per-centago 
actually sold at the fairs P — I would say three fourths of 
what comes to the fairs wc sold. 

26.563. You have no horse fair P — No horse fair, but a 
very large sheep fair. The sheep and pigs arc numerous, 
and all the sheep are bought at good fair pricee. 

26.564. Do these drovers come here P — The butchers 
come from Carlow, Athy, and Kilkenny. 

26.565. Do Dnblui buyers coaxo P — They come for pigs, 
but not for sheep. 

26.566. Or cattle P — They sometimes come for cattle, 
but very seldom for shcop. The local buyers buy nearly 
all Uie sbeep. There are ^'no or two who come from 
Carlow for sheep. There is hardly any sbeep left. We 
hope power will be given to improve that by giving 
more accommodation and more facility to the public 
coming to the market and fair. 


26.576. 'What remarks do yon wish to make P — You 
asked what do we sttribnto the falling OS' ii the fairs 
and markets to. The reason I attribute is that there is 
no Idciil authority as they have in ue^hbouring towns 
m manage the fairs and markets. Tho authority in 
Kilkenny is the corporation, and tho anthorityin Carlow 
is the town cominusion, and we want some powers os 
easy have in these towns. The want of these, in my 
opinion, is the cause of the failure of these markets and 
fairs. 

28.577. Do you consider there is a deficiency in tho 
management P — I do. 

26.578. Have you heard complaints of the present 
monogemeut P — 1 have. 

29.579. From whom P — The fanners were dissatisfied. 

26.580. In what wayp — They arc disBatisfied about 
the acoommoclation, and about holding the fairs in the 
streets, and all that sort of thing. 

26.581. If the farmers availed themselves of this fair 

f reon, aud bronghc theiv animals there, would not the 
uyers go whore the supply was P — I think they would, 
but somehow, owing to tho mismanagement for ycsca, 
and tho feeling with regard to the taxation in Carlow, 
the_ farmers would object to the area of taxation. I 
bclie\'e it is a fact that the town commissioners of 
Carlow go two miles outside the town. 


fiev. Fatuek 0‘Neill, P.P.. re-examined. 

26,582. (TFitnoft.) About the fair green thereal cause 
is nut the want of a town commission or auytMng. I 
think if tho fair green was fixed up, such as in Atby 
hy the Duke of Leinster, it would tend very much to 
bring the cattle there, because this is a veij central 
district. We have a very good pig fair, and, X believe, 
a fair number of sheep. The cattle fair is exceedingly 
bad, but 1 do not think it is on account of the want of 
powers being giveu to the town, jummissioners. I 
believe at one time the cattle fair was held on one day, 
and the pig fair on another, but now they are both on 
the same day. The reason of that was to make it a 
better fair by having it all on tho one day. 

26,533. (Mr. iroixi.) FathcrO'Neinhasmadoaremork 
about Athy, wberc peus arc provided in the fair green. 
Wo quite agree that there should 1>o some such aocom- 
modation here if we hod tho means of doing it. 

26,584. [Father O'NeUL) Except the landlord would 
make it, the same as the Dnkc of Leiuster. 


OoLONBt VisoilS, J.P., examined. 

28.567. (Wthiess.) Considering the situation of the 
town and ^e great facilities afforded for markets and 
fairs, thenuu'kcts ore little more than a name and the 
fairs a perfect failure. Tho present accommodation is 
sufficient for the fowl on Saturday if the people would 
go inside, hut they prefer the footpath. 

26.568. What is the nature of the surrounding 
country P — ^Agrioiilture and posture. 

26A69. What per-centago would you say is in tillage? 
~I could not give auy idea. 

_ 26,570. (Father O’Neill.) I would say two thirds. It 
IS nearly ^ tillage countiy. 

26.571. Where do the marketablo commodities go to, 
pilonel Vigors, because the markets should be far 
better if there is so much tillage P — There is a very 
“S® qnmitity of com ond potatoes sent away from 
here, it is a very liu'ge com market. 

26.572. What are tho nearest morkota P — Carlow and 
^Ikcnny. There is no place oronud within a circle of 
ten miles has the facilities of this town. 

Could you assign any reason for tho fulling 
on in me markets. Do you think it is want of accom- 
modation P — No. The beasts do not come. Tho pig 
best in the county, but the cattfe fairs are 

a failure. 

a many pira are brought here P— About 

*,uU 0 tmnuaUy. 


Mr. P. J. Kehoe, T.C., examined. 

26,575^Yqq are one of the town commissioners of this 
<»wn P— Yes. 


Head-Constable Maioxst examined. 

26.585. The pig fair and sheep fair are held on the 
streets? — Yes. 

26.586. Within your experience does that cause much 
inoonveuience and obstruction on the pnblic thorough- 
fare P — It docs, tho pigs especially, but thero are no 
complaints. 

26.587. Do they occupy the footways P — Ym, foot- 
ways principally. 

26.588. An aocumolation of filth anddirttokes place? 
— ^Yes. 

26.589. Is that immediately removed. The pigs are 
removed, but the dirt is not. 

26.59U. Haro the inhabitants of the district, aud the 
neighbouring streets, complained of that f — ^They have 
not. 

26.591. Who Hubsaqnently cleai-e that away? — ^Thero 
is no person responsible except tlic rood contractor. 

26.592. Have complaiuts been made of deroliotiun of 
duty on the part of the rood contractor? — I am not 
aware. 

26.593. Still, you say an obstruction is caused P— 
Thero is no doubt about it. The footwaysare occupied 
by the pigs until 10 o’clock each day, from 7 ir. the 
morning. 

26.594. Tho police never thought of removing them 
into the fhir green P — The matter has been discussod, 
and the magistrates gave permission that tho pin be 
allowed on the footways until 9.30 o'clock. Theru 
were a lot summoned for obstructing the footways, 
and the magistrates dismissed the cases, thinking that 
for the benefit of the town it would be well not to inter- 
fere with the fair. 

Mm3 
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2S,&96. lu wbftbway was ilia benefit. Did they think 
ihe presence of the people bfonght more trade ?— T^ey 
did, and they thought it better not to intevfcro with the 
pigs gopplying the fair. 

26.596. As a matter of fact the people living where 
the fa^ is held do not complain about it ?— No. Thora 
was an attempt made to extend the fair to the other 
end of the town. 

26.597. Was there any contention among the ^-radevs 
of the town about having the fmrs in the other and of 
the town, so that they might get a sharo of tho tra<]o P 
— Tes, that is my knowledge. 

26,698. Was that confined to any particular trade ?— 
A few shopkeepers in one end. 

26.599. Did the drapers require it as much as the 
puhlioansP — I think so. 

26.600. (!F/io C'oHHttissioiicr.) Now, Mr. Wanl, you lake 
exception to a statement made by the head»constablo P 
— Yes, I would ask the town clerk to read the resolution 
that was passed. 

26.601. What I have taken Is that some of the traders 
in a portion of the town where the fairs are not held, 
wished to have them removed, or portion of them 
removed, to their district P — ^That is not correct. 

26.602. What exception do you takeP — I will ask 
to have the resolution read. 

26.603. What is the nature of it. The nataro of it is 
that complaints were made by the district inspoctor 
that the pigs were an obscnictLon, and t ailing on the 
town commissioners to hold a special meeting to doviso 
some plan to have the obstruction reme^od. We called 
a special meeting, and we saw a good romody by having 
only one row of cars instead of two, and, than, not to 
interfere with tho fairs, we passed n resolution to tho 
effect that the surplus cars sbosld exccud in one tow 
down the main street instead of two rows. A wrong 
impression has gone abroad abont the removal of the 
fairs. 

26.604. He did not state it wm lie commisaioners’ 
desire, but the desire of traders at tho other side of lie 
town? — ^They never desired it Mine is tie correct 
statement. 

26.605. (Seud-CemsiahU,) The fat-pig fair is over 
before tho pigs come in oars. They come in about 
9 o’clock, and then tie fat pigs havo been removed off 
the streets. 

26.606. But the people of the upper end of the town 
never complain of any obstruction P — They have never 
done so to my knowledge. 

Captaik Pemise, J.P., examined. 

26.607. [WUnm.) There were complaints aliout tho 
on the footpath. I must say the obstruotion is not 

BO great ns it used to be. The complaints were particu- 
larly by ladies walking through the town. 

The inquiry i 


26,iKI8. X Duke it the private iuhabitaniaoftho district 
would only complaiu P — ^Tos, certainly. 

26.609. Have you any suggeations to offer as a 
remedy P— No. 

Mr. Maktin OAll-AGltAN examined. 

20.610. What roimirkfl do you wish lo raako ?— ITiere 
was ft petition signed by the majority ofthetonantfar. 
mers and most of tho jaihabitaiitH protosting against the 
removal of the fair, and tho accrctaiy of iiho Waterford 
Pig Bnycnj’ Association was conunnuicated with ibont 
the matkov. Thovo was a loktor in roply saying that if 
the fair was romovod tlioy would discuntinuo coming 
into Baguftlstowii, and if tho Watorfoi'd buyci's. stopped 
away llioy might sliaku Lhou'.hauds at tho fair. At the 
prosonbtimo Lhoro arc only six hundred pigs at fairs 
whom there used to lie twolvo Iraudvod, and it is all 
owing to tho irrcgolai'itius and bad rognlatioa. Every 
fair rlay tho train nccominndatioii is bad. Thero is no 
train here for taking a^vny the i»iga until 10 o'clock and 
sometimes 12 o’clnck in tho day. Tho pigs are all at 
tho railway utatiun. Thovo is itu accemmoofttionforthe 
whole of them, and I think it is tho duty of the town 
commissionors to look after that. With roforonoe to bbe 
statement about tho very bud accommodation, if one of 
the commiKsionors enmo fTOm tJio up|ior portion of the 
town ho would try to hurl them down to his cud of the 
town. About tho fair, 1 can appeal to tho head-con- 
constable to know if there is sulhciont accommodation 
for the pigs attending tho fairs at tho upper ond of the 
town. 

26.611. {nauUCuuatahlo.) Except what I statod. They 
arc a nuisiinco on tho pathway, but thovo is no ohstme- 
tiou on tho strocLi. 

26.612. {Thji Oommiaaiimor to Mr. Callaf]limi:) Are you 
in trado in tho town ? — My father is. 

Mr. Waiii), O.T.O., rc-oxaminod. 

26.613. When wore thomoiitlily fail's established?— 
Tho monthly fairs wovo ostahlishod fifteen years ago by 
the town commissioners for tho benefit of the town. 

26.614. How many fairs wore held befoi’e that P — Six 
fairs. 

26.615. How long were they in existence P — A long 
time previous — fifty years. 

26.616. Do you know the dates P — There was one in 
Mai'ch, May, July , S eptember, N ovomber, and Eebruaiy. 

26.617. Witucas subsoq^uoutly produced a letter which 
he had received from tme districk inspector of con- 
stftbulaiy, Captain Forty H. Joy, in which he mentioned 
that oomplaiuts wore mode to him of tho great incon- 
venience oaiiaoil by the jn-osent state of tho pig market, 
and asking him could ho direct tho pig fair to be held 
olaowhcrc, and any order tho commisaioners would 
make the police would soo to tho carrying out of iti 

26.618. Is there any nbhor gontleman who has any 
ovidonoD to give before tho inquiry closusP (Noanmer.) 

ueu terminated. 


BALBRIGGAN. 


Witii reference to my inquiiy in Balbriggan, on tto Rtk day of Docombor 1888, 1 
beg to report as follows : — 

Balbriggan is a maritime town in the county of Dublin. It Ime a harbour, aud 
possesses some local manufacturing industries iu addition to the fishing trade which is 
largely cairied on. The town is neat and well built, and. is a station on the Great 
Northern Railway line. The local government is adininistorod by to^vu commissioners, 
and the population is 2,443. 

The market day for com is Monday. The general commodities are brought in every 
day, and sold in shops and about tho town as tho market is not largo. The fairs are 
held on the first Monday in February, 29th March, 29th April, 29Bi July, 29th Sep- 
tember, first Monday in November, and second Monday in December. ' There are no 
tolls levied at the markets or fairs. 

The town commissioners are the owners of any market rights that may exist in 
Balbriggan. They hold the site of the market buildings under lease, dated 23rd 
January 1877, from a Mr. Beecher F. Fleming for ever, at one shilling a year, on 
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condition that they should erect market buildings within two years, and use same as a 
public market at least three days in each week. Under the terms of the lease the town 
commissioners expended about the sum of 300/. in the erection of the necessary 
buildings." 

A patent was granted for Balbriggan on (he ISth January 1766, which authorised 
one George Hamilton to hold a Saturday market and fairs on the 29th April and 29th 
September. These fairs are at present held, but no express authority seems to have 
been granted for the Monday corn market or the fairs on the first Monday in February, 
29th March, 29th July, first Monday in November, and second Monday in December, 
were established about ten years ago, and the fairs on the 29th March, 29th July, and 
first Monday in November, were only established this year by the town commissioners. 

In accordance with ray instructions I have inspected the market and fair places. 

The fairs are held on a fair green at the upper end of the town. It is practically 
enclosed by hedgerows and earthen fences, but the public road runs through the place 
and divides the green into two portions. It seems suitable and convenient as a site for 
holding fairs, but it is not in any way provided with pens or shelter accommodation. 
Some years ago the site, with other proporty, was about being put up for sale in the 
Lamled Estates Court, when the town commissioners interfered and claimed the 
right of the public to hold the fairs thereon. The rental was amended and the property 
sold subject to the right of the public. 

There is a market house with a yai'd and shed attached, but the place is not availed 
of except the covered-in portion fronting the streets, which has been converted into 
shops and held by a tenant who sells every class of goods therein. Unfortunately 
there is no general market, and the scales not utilised, whatever commodities are 
brought into the town are either disposed of and weighed by the shopkeepei's or sold 
on the public streets. 

The witnesses wei’O of opinion that a market could be fostered in the town if the 
town commissioners were enabled to make byelaws regulating the market, at present 
the power is denied them, they not being the Urban Sanitary Authority. 

Appended will be found a tninscript of tlie evidence taken at the inc[uiry. 

JOHN J. O’MEARA, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Dublin. Assistant Commissioner. 


Balbriggan, 8th 

Mr. Daniel Sinnott, Town Clerk, examined. 

26.619. Yon are the town clerk of Balbriggan? — Yes. 

26.620. Whenwei'e the i;awncotninissionci'8establisbccl? 
—I think they were established in 1B61. 

26.621. What duties do they ))erform P — ^They have all 
the powers under the 'I'owns Impmvument Act, but viie 
principal thing is the ligliting of the town. 

26.622. Do they do the cleansing? — No. 

26.623. Or paving P — No. That is done by the grand 
jury. 

26.624. The grand jury and tbo board of guiu’diuns look 
after the local affairs P — Yea. 'I'be lK>ird of guardians is 
the sanitary authority. The comratssionera were the sani- 
tary authority until the year 1S74. On the passing of the 
Act that year the board of guarilirioa became the sanitary 
autbori^. 

26.625. Are there any markets held here P — I could 
not ceil it a market. There are three or four persons 
who assemble at the corner of the coart-house and liring 
umples of corn and barley and go away. 

26.626. What dayP — On Monday. 

26.627. Do not they bring any marketable commodities 
to the people of the town and sell them from shop to shop, 
w expose them on the streets on Saturday, or any day P — 
Ihey hawk fish in baskets from door to door. 

26.628. What dayP — There is no particidar duy. They 
00 rt every day in the week. They nave a stivnd for liah 
On the streets. 

26.629. Do not people bring vegetables P — ^They do not. 
naopkeepers expose vegetables at the door. 

the sbopkeepers obtain themP — ^Tliey 
(?ot them from the fiwmers. 

^^,631. And the potatoes P — ^TUey ore sold in the shops, 

26,632, Is there auy hay market here P — No, 
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2G,63d. Then, practically, with the e.xception of the fish 
and the corn, all other commodities are brought to the 
shopkeepers by the farmers ?— Yes. 

26, '<34. I suppose they have a contract more or less for 
that. 'I’hey know who their customers are, and they 
deliver the commodities to themP — You will find them 
hawking all through the streets from one to another to get 
the best price. 

26.635. That is every day in the week P — Yea. 

26.636. .\re there nnymarket buildings here ? — Y'es, one 
belonging to the commissioners opposite. 

26.637. That market building was erected by the com- 
misstoiicrs originally F — Yes. 

26.6:i8. When ?— In 1879. 

26,639. You produce this lease P — Y’ea. 

Witness then produced the lease, of which the following 
is on abstract : — It is an indenture dated 23rd January 
lt^77. by one Beecher P. Fleming, Co. Dublin, whereby 
he demises to the commissioners of the town of Balbrig- 
gan, ap|)oiuted under ihe Towns Improvement Act 1854, 
the premises herein-after descrilied, reciting that the town 
commissioners are anxious to afford accununodation to the 
public resorting to the said town of Balbriggan and the 
mhabitants thereof for the sale of butter, eggs, meat, fish, 
und ;>U other commodities, thereby to create a revenue for 
tho improvement of the said town, and had applied to 
the lessor for « site on which to erect the necessary 
buildings. It was witnessed that the lessor, in considera- 
tion For the veaily rent of one shilling, did demise all that 
and those the' lot or plot of ground being part of the lands 
of Balliriggan, situate in George's Square, in the town of 
Balbriggan, containing 13J perches English statute mea- 
sure, or thereabouts, in the parish of Balbriggan, county 
of Dublin, to hold to the town commissiuners and their 
successors for ever. The usual covenants between land- 
lord and tenant, and special covenants, as follows: — ^The 
commissioners covenant that within two years from the 
M m 4 
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date thereof tbev will have converted the demised premwea 
into a marhet for the accommodation of persons roaortine 
thereto, and shall use same as such market; that the 
grounds and premises shall be used solely for the purpose 
of a public market, and the accommodation of perwns 
resorong thereto, for the sale and purchase of commoilities 
aforesaid, and for no other purpose whatever, without the 
consent in writing of the lessor, his heirs or OBsigns, under 
the control and management of said town commissioners 
and their successors, subject to such rules and regi'lations 
as thCT shall from time to time appoint. That the pre- 
mises be kept open at least three days in every wetk for the 
accommodation of the public as aforesaid, and that the 
profits derived from such market, after the payment of 
expenses, interest, and instalments of money borrowed, 
shall be expended solely in imjirovements within the town 
of Bulhriggan ; that a separate account be kept of the 
receipts and disbursements of the market. Condition 
That if there be a breach of the covenants herein-liefoK 
contained, or if the premises shall be closed as such public 
mwket for any time for the space of one month, except for 
some good and sufficient reason, then it shall be lawful for 
the lessor to re-enter into possession thereof. Liberty 
to the commissioners to levy charges for the accommoda- 
tion afforded by the market when erected. Covenant hy 
lessor for nuiet enjoyment. Duly executed, registered, and 
stamped. 

:?6,640. What tvas the cost of erecting that hnildingP— 
300Z. It was borrowed from the Board of Works. The 
building itself coat 280/., and there were some extra works 
which made the amount 300/. There were 18/. for drawing 
up the lease. 

2f),641. At what terms did you get the money from the 
Board of Works? — To be repaid in 20 years at 6 per cent. 

26,G42. What is due to them at present P — Not more 
than 130/. 

26.643. You pay instalments every year ? — Yea. 

26.644. You hare to pay these instalments out of the 
rate ? — Yes. 

26.645. You derive no benefit? — Oh, yes. There are 
some stalls letoutand theypay at theprr.scnt time, I think, 
only 13/. There are only three stalls, 'fhey were paying 
15/. until last June, when they were reduced for one year 
to 13/. 

26.646. What is the rent of each stall? — The rent of 
the three stalls is 13/. ; that is, about 4/. 6s. each. 

26,647- How do you Jet them P — By thequarter. 

26.648. What commodities do they sell in these stalls ? — 
Groceries, bacon, and potatoes. 

26.649. Practically, they are small shops P— Yes. 

26.650. How is the upper portion 7—The upper portion 
is let as a bandroom, and they pay Ir. a week tor it. 

26.651. Is there any other portion letP — No. 

26.652. It was built as a market building P — Yes. 

26.653. In portion of the yard do they sell any other 
commodity, any com or anything P — Yes, in the yard. 

26.654. Do they sell any market^le commodities in the 
building P — Ihey ex])ose these samples of com for sale on 
Mondays. 

26.655. Every Monday? — Yes, 

26,666. Do you leiy any charge on these people ? — No. 

26.657. You allow them the use of the building 
gratuitously P — Yes. 

26.658. Do many of them attend ? — Half-a-dozen, I 
suppose. 

26.659. Are these the producers? — Half-a-dozen pro- 
ducers and half-a-dozen buyers. 

26.660. The buyers go and take up a position and the 
farmers come and show the samples P — Yea. 

26.661. You derive no benefit from that P — No. 

26.662. At the time of the erection of the building 

did the commissioners contemplate levvinir a eharseP 

Theydid. 

26.663. -4 Did they make any byelaws P — There were bye- 
laws passed by the commission and sent to the Local 
Government Board for sanction. It so happened that the 
commissioners had the power as a sanitary authority to 
make the hyelaivs, but in the year 1878 there was an Act 
passed and we had no powers to make byelan’s because 
they were vested in the board of guardians as a sanitary 
authority. 

26,665. From that period did the market fall into abey- 
ance P—rThere was no oqe attended the n^arket up to that 
time, 


26.666. Previous to that there was no market P— -No 
market at all. 

26.667. Did the commissioners think it desirable to 
create or foster a market at the time? — ^They did, and th^ 
put a kind of toll — just .something small — so os to ea- 
conrage the people to come in. There was nothing to be 
sold in the town, aud anyone who came waste take his 
commodity to the markrt. When the season is in fall 
swing there may be 200 people in the street, and they 
thought it desirable to have a place to go into. If they 
wore charged anything they would not go ; there ^vas no 
person to go there. The oountry-)>eople come on a few 
occasions, but the towDS-pcoplc would not go near teem. 
The fish'pcuple were told to go into the market and they 
would not go. They would rather hawk about from door 
to door. 

26.668. Have complaints been mode of the causing of 
obstruction to people about the streets P — I never heard 
with the exGoption of fish. There arc people selling fish at 
the comer of one street, and the only person I beam com- 
])Uining was a publican. They expose the fish at the 
corner of his bouse, and one or two occasions I summoned 
parties for standing there and they were fined. 

26.669. Who rent these stalls in the market house?— It 
is a co-operative company — the Hand-in-hand Co-operative 
Company. They took one pound shares in it. 

26.670. It is agencrol provision business? — Y'es, groceries 
and tilings. 

26.671. What fairs have you here? — ^'I’here are seven 
fairs altogether. Ttierc ore two new fairs. 

26.672. What are the dates of them P — The first Monday 
in February; the 29l;li March; the 29th Apiil; tbe29to 
July; 29th September; first Monday in November, and 
the second Monday in December. 

26.673. You suy two of them were lately estahUsUedP— 
Yes. 

26.674. Which two? — The one in November and July 
and the 29th Match. There arc three new fairs. 

26.675. When were they established here P — They were 
established in August last. 

26.676. Were the other four fairs held for any length of 
time previous? — ^They were for some years. 

26.677. Do you remember when there were less than 
four P — I never remember loss than four, 

26.678. They have been held on the same dates as at 
present P — Yes. 1 should have said there were two formerly, 
the 29th April and 29th September. 

26.679. How long ago, do you say, is it since the other 
two were cstablUbed? — I suppose ten years. 

26.680. Do you remember when there were no fairs here? 
—No. 

26.681. There were always two fairs P — Yes, as long aa 
ever I remember, 50 years ago. 

26.682. Where ore the fairs held? — Off the market 
ppreen. 'They were held there until a certain hour of the 
day, and then they generally resort to the streets ami 
scatter over the town. 

26.683. Is this green enclosed, or is it a widening of the 
street P — No. It is a grass-plot of about two acres. 

26.684. Is it portion of the public thoroughfore P-'TJ'* 
public have a right so far as the fairs are concerned. TO 
public road runs through it. There is a house there white 
was formerly a market house or house built by the pwpkj 
and when the place was sold out it was confiscated and 
taken away. 

2(1,686. How is it utilised liotweoii fairs P — For_grs*ing 
purposes. The representatives of Dr. McEvoy let it. 

26.686. To whom does the tenant pay rent P— To the 
representatives of Dr. McEvoy. 

26.687. Then it is private property P — It is. 

26.688. But custom has given the people a right to hold 

fairs there P — Yes. The oommissionets had *<) , 

court to fight with the representatives of the Homilw?* 
when the property was sold as they were claiming thu 
place as their own. The oommiasioners went and foW“* 
the matter out stating they had a right to hold the run) 
and then it was inserted on the rental that this 

sold subject to the right of the public to hold tbs w 
there. 

26.689. At the bhw many fairs were lield P— There 
were four. 
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■'>G6!H). Were theii: &ny ulijccUuns to the establisbmeat 
of new fftiw P— No. 

2()69l. Who was it established them P — The town com- 
niis^oocrs by resolution. 

693. There was no grant or patent from the Crown P 
No. 

3f)6.93. Or any coiomunicution feum the Loi ul Covern- 
oent BoardP — No. 

26 694. Is there any autliority exercised over these fairs 
by the town commissioners P— No. There is no benefit 
wnatever from them. 

26 695. Or do they perform no duties P — Wc advertise. 

26 696. WTio keeps order at the fairs P — ^The police. 

26 697. What description of animals do the people bring 
to the fairs ?— Cattle and sheep. 

26,696. Do they bring horses P — No horses. 

26,69jI. Or lambs P — Yes. 

26.700. Is there a pig fair held here P — Yes. 

26.701. Have you a special pig fairP — No. 

26.702. It is held the same day as the ordinary fair? — 
Yes. 

26.703. Do they ever bring cattle the night before the 
fair day P — They do. 

26.704. Where do they bring them for stallage P— They 
leave them in public-house premises. These are generally 
dealers or drovers who go from fair to fair, and they come 
here the night before. 

26.705. You do not know what they charge for stallage P 
—1 ramld not say. I think very little. 

26.706. What would you think they charge them P — 
They might charge them for the night 6d. a hesd. They 
would not charge more and hardly so much as that. 
They gec yards ^out the place and feed them themselves, 
amt then in summer-time they take posture and pay a 
cer^n thing for the cattle. 

26.707. This building in George’s Square is not availed 
of, v^b the exce]>tion of Monday, for market purposes P — 
No. 

26.708. I see there is a clause in the lease that the land- 
lord is entitled to take it U]> P — Yes. 

26.709. Has he token any steps to do ao P — He served 
notice, but took no further steps. He saw the eommis- 
aioners were determined to fight the matter out. Then 
the premises are open three or four times a week, and 
there is no hindrance to people to go there. 

Wm. McClubkey, Esq., Cliairman, To\vn Coramiaaioners, 
examined. 

36.710. You are the chairman of the town commis- 
Moners P — Yes. 

26.711. Is there any public scales in Balbriggan for 
ascertaining the weight of commodities brought here P — 
There is a tnangle and beam. 

26.712. Who is in charge of it P — The commissioners. 

26.713. Is there any weigh-mnster appointed by them P 
—No. 

26.714. Is it utilised P — It ^vas utilised for a week when 
it was put up first in lB/8. 

26.715. Practically, then, it is lying derelict P — Yes. 

26.716. Is any butter brought heieP — Butter is sold 
direct to the shopkeepers. 

|S,717-18. Wnen these commodities are brought in and 
weighed on the purchaser’s premises and sold to one of the 
ihopkeejKrs of tuc town, are they subsequently retailed by 
bimp— Yes. In 1B79 a committee was appointed in eon- 
oeiion with the opening of the market, ana they had power 
to purchase a beam and scales and weights for the markets. 

26.719. Where was it ei-ected P — In the shed of the yard. 

26.720. Is there any weigh-bridge in Beibriggan P — 
Only private one«. 

26.721. Bnt there ore some P — ^I'here are three. 

26.722. Do they let these out for public use if peojde 
'nah to ascertain tlie weight of a load P — Yes ; we weigh a 
wt on ours. 

26.723. Do you levy any charge P — We do not. 

26.724. Do the others P — No. I do not know whether 
there is any charge. 

26,726. Is all the corn sold by sample P — All sold by 
«mple. ' ^ 
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26.726. Is it bought by local buyers? — Yes. We buy 
some. 

26.727. When they bring it in and it is Bubsequently 
delivered, do you weigh at your own scales P — We tfo. 

26.728. Do you charge anything P — We do not. We 
weigh out, say, five socks. We do not weigh each individual 
sack 

26.729. I suppose you always estimate the tare of the 
sack P — Yes. 

26.730. You never weigh the empty sack P— We do not. 

26.731. What is the estimated tareP— From four to 
seven pounds. 

26.732. Tliat is according to the weight P — It is accord- 
ing to the fibre of the sack. 

26,73^'!. Would these estimated tares be the same on a 
fine day as on a wet day, n-hen they had to travel long 
distances and the sacks were saturated with wetP — We 
never take that into consideration. 

26.734. But in case of dispute between the seller and 
yourself you actually weigh the empty sack P — Yes, but 
they are uever exact. 

26.735. Is there any deduction from the gross weight of 
the sack of corn other than the tareP — No. 

26.736. Nothing is allowed for beamsgeP — No. 

26 . 737 . Is there any deduction from the contract price 
you pay P — Oh, no. 

26.738. Is there any (lorterage cbaige here P — The seller 
delivers the corn on the loft, and if he was not able to 
carry it he would hire a man to help him. 

26.739. I'hen the sellers must put them on the scales P — 
Yea, and on the loft. 

26.740. From the scales to the loft P — Yes. 

26.741. They must perform that work P — Yes. 

36.742. If unable to do it themselves they must employ 
manual labour P — Yes. 

26 . 743 . 'I'hat is customary with them P— It is customary 
with us. 

26 . 744 . Is it with the other com buyers F — I think sa 

26.745. Do they ever employ your men P — No. I do 
not tMnk they do. 

26.746. Did you ^ver tell your men to do it and charge 
them ? — Yes, and charge them Id. a sack, but it is always 
optional nith the man delivering the com to do it himself. 
The large com buyers charge Id. a sack in Drogheda, 
and they leave it optional abio with the sellers to engage 
the men or do the work themselves. 

26.747. Wlio performs the work of weighing P— They 
(the sHlera) do that themselves. They weigh at nome and 
we check it. 

26.748. Who weighs the corn for youP — One of onr 
men. 

26.750. When charged that is the only deduction in the 
price ?— That is the only deduction. 

26.751. Is there any deduction on any commodities 
besides com P— No, not that I know of with the exception 
of the tsre. 

26 , 7 . 52 . Have you had any experience of the fairs here P • 

^Yes, I have had considerable. 

26,763. What would you say, or could you give me any 
approximate idea of the number of cattle brought here P— 

I snoald say about 500 cattle, from 500 lo 800. 

26,754. Is the pig fair a good one P — It is s considerably 
good feir, but 1 have not much knowledge of H. The 
people are amazed at the new fairs to see them so much 
better than in any other local town. Our new fiurs are 
better then very old fiore. The best fair here is the 1st 
September fair. 

26,735. Wbat is the nearest place where fairs are held P 
--The nearest fair, and it is not an important one, is Lusk. 
There are four or five fairs there during the year. Drogheda 
is the most important fair near us. 

26,756. Are there any tolls levied at Drogheda P— No. 

26.767. Have you got the system of luck-penny in the 
fairs here P— We nave. 

26.768. Oq cattle there is no fixed rate ?— No. 

26 769. It is left to the disposition of the seller P~Yes, 
the generosity of the seller. 

26 76 O. You hare no dealings with the pig feir P— No. 

N n 
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2G.7GI. You are not aware whether there is anything 
fixed in that fair P— I do not think there is. It is just the 
same as for cattle. 

26.762. Is it M. which they usually give P— No, hut a 
1rf.,2d.,ot3rf. Itisls. generally for cattle. 

26.763. That is what they are supposed to give P— Yes, 
Is. to every 10^ It is sometimes less. 

26.764. Tlie contract price is first paid by the buyer to 
theater? — Yes, in full, 

26.765. Do you think when they are fixing the price 
the fanner considers the luck-penny he will have to give P 
—I do not think he does. 

26.766. Does he nsk a higher .price then be would other- 
wise actually take P— If the luck-penny were mentioned he 
might, but on the occasion be would forget all about it. 

26.767. You never consider that yourself when selling P 
— I never did. 

26.768. Do they liny on the condition, “ I will-give you 
so much and no luck ” ? — I saw that. When a man is 
using his last inducement he will give him n price “ clear 
to pocket ” in case of butchers buying fat cattle. , 

26.169. And is there any method of weighing cattieP— We 
weigh cattle on our ouncil. 

26.770. Do the buyers seem disposed to resort to that 
method of buying P — N’o, but when we are sending np fiir 
Christmas fat cattle we weigh them (is a safeguard. 

26.771. Do you think it is a better system than the way 
of baying at presentP— I do not. I do not believe in buy- 
ing by weight. You would have the same trouble m 
fixing the class of the beast. You may iiut it down 
second and I would put it first, and then there is lung 
arguing ahout'the price of it. 

26.772. You would not approve of it because the men 
are able to tell the actual value P — ^They are. 

26.773. Do you think the buyers have an advantsgp. 
over the farmer P — ^They have. 

26.774. Do you think it would be a fair system for the 
farmer to resort to the practice of selling ny weight P — I 
do not know. Of course he could just make as big an 
error of judgment selling by wright os any way. 

26.775. How so? — He might sell a beast for ■I5s. a 
hundredweight that would he worth 45s. 

26.776. Y’on mean he would make a mistake in the 
classification and not the actual weight P — Yes. 

26,777* Do they send these marketable conimoditi(;8, 
such as eggs and poultry, to Dublin, or where do they 
dispose of them P — ^lliey sell all of them by hawking them 
alwut. 

26,778. Any day of the week P— Yes. 

26,779- No particular day is allotted ofP for that P — No. 

26.780. Is there much of the surrounding country in 
tillage P — ^Therc is a good deal. 

26.781. What per-oenta« of the acreage? — About one 
third : hardly one third. Take the district in general I 
do not think there is anything like one third. 

26.782. What do you fix the proportion atP— I would 
say one third would be very near it, but I think I over- 
stated it, for it all depends on the year you take in. 

26.783. Do jyou think a necessity e.vists here for a proper 
market place in Rslbriggan P — I am afraid it would not be 
a SiKXKSs, from our experience of the other one we have 
here. 

26.784. Supposing you had these byelaws confirired, with 
a hyelaw restraining the exposure of marketable commo- 
dities elsewhere than in this market building, such os fish 
and other marketable commodities ; do you think it would 
work well ? — Of course, if we prevented the sale of fish on 
the street there would he a daily market of fish, because 
the fish are daily exposed at bridge on the path in boxes 
and little baskets. 

26.785. Do you think it would be better for the pro- 
ducers i do you think they would get better prices if the 
markets were concentrated in a particular spot and where 
the buyers would go to? — Except the fish, I do not think 
anything else is offered for sale. 

26.786. Yon would not approve yourself of corn being 
Cxposed.thereP— -I buy samples there. 

26.787. Do the other buyers attend likewise P — Yes. 
20,78j'i Uo you think that buying by sumple would be 

better than luiying by hulk P — I think it would. 


26,789. You have not had occasion to complain of anj 
frauti being committed ou you P — No, I have not. Generally 
our deliveries aro very fair by samjile. 

26,7!K). Have you any suggestions to offer as to what you 
think would hmo to the iiniirovcmfiit of the markets tod 
fairsP— Illiiiik it would he nu improveiiient if the fish 
were compelled to go into that market. 

26.791. Would the ooimmaaionerH he desirous of foster- 
ing a nuirkct P — Ccrtuinly. 

26.792. Would it he for the ]mrpasc of augmenting their 
present revenue, or only to levy such a charge at the marl«t 
place 08 would |>ay the cost of maintenance P — We would 
be very anxious first of all to encourage the market in the 
town because it would he a benefit, and, secondly, to safe- 
gnurd tbc U-asc which has been threatcDcd. It should be 
made compulsoiy ou the fish people to go iu there. 

Mr. Jamku Ska vau. Town Coiiiiiiissioner, examined. 

26.793. What suggestion have you to offer P — Nothing 
more tlmn that it Hhouhl bo imule compulsory on thefish 
people to go into the market. We never bad any powers 
to comjiel them. They stand on the street, and the police 
are not asked to drive them off. In any other places they 
are only allowed to remain on the streets until such timeu 
there is a market, but there is a market here and yet the 
whole streets are taken up with bo.xes and hampers, They 
ere a nuisance. 

26.794. Do you think it causes much inconvenience and 
in some cases a musunce P — Yes, in the centre of Hit 
street. 

26.795. Have you heard uoiuphvintHP — Most assiirally. 
Wc formerly had a fish market and it was done away with 
wheu this other market was uhmit Iieiug built. They were 
supposed to go to this market, and instead of that they 
oame ou the street. 

26.796. Wliere was the other fish market? — Down near 
where they go themselves still. 

26.797. Were they confined to that fish market P— They 
were. 

26.798. Was it a building P — It was, and a nice building 
got u]> with stalls iu it. 

26.799. It was intended to remove them from thit 
building to the present one? — Yes, and they went on the 
streets then in place of going to the new market. 

26.800. Was there any charge levied at the old biiHiiingP 
— ^’fluTB WBB 4d. a week for standing. 'I’here were stiU 
there, and each person hiul their own breadth of stalls. 

26.801 . Who derived the benefit of that P — ^The Chancery 
agent. 

26.802. Eor what estate? — TIio Hamilton estate. 

26,80.3. Who is the owner of the town? — It was divided 

between several owners in 1875 when the uatate was sold 
out. It has been all sold in little iiiecca. 

2G,8lW. Ilavo you any other remarks to makoP — No; 
only the pe.ipin would bs piiri-ioularly anxious that the 
inarkec should be made available for uU purposes, and let 
the iieople go into it. 

26.805. Have you an cxporicnco of other market towns? 
—Well, I have of course a slight experience, but I never 
took any iiutioo of them. 

26.806. Do you think it would lie better iu all market 
towns anil here as well to have a large and commodious 
building with proper shelter oueonniiodation for the people 
to protect their comraorlitiee from the heat of the sunui 
summer and the inclemency of the weather in wintertime, 
and also a mUi made confining the exposure of all commo- 
dities to this ImildingP — ^That is ihe very thing we ^ 
wisli. For the 12 or 14 years I happened to be a corm^ 
sioner they are paying two guineas a year for a plot running 
along the market, where they uietio to make a gutowsT to 
come on the weigh-bridge and go out aimther gate. 1“*‘ 
is the way the thing was first specified, and it was never 
carried out. There ate fine sheds tliero too. 

26.807. But you think it would be the best 
adopt in market towns, to have a market building erectea 
and not have the oommoditics going indiscriminately over 
the streets of the town P— Most assuredly that is the proper 
course in my opinion. 

26.808. Have you any dealings in the fairs P — No, I 
believe the fairs are a great boon. 

_ 26,801/, Do yon buy and apU yonrsejf there 
^ionallv. 
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Have you bod any dealings at fub‘s where toUs 
were levied ? — No, except one time at Screen I liad to pay 
t imall thing. 

26, Sn. Supposing a toll wu'< levned here, do you think it 
would deter farmers from bringing in the sujiply they 
would otherwise bring in P — 1 think myself it Is very in- 
jurious to the fairs to nave tolls levied. 

26,81*2. The supply would not bo so great P — Certainly 
not. 

26.S13. Had you any conversation with farmers on the 
subject of levying a tollP — No. There are !io tolls in 
Drogheda, and Drogheda is the moat important fair except 
in the sheep and corn market. It is held on the streets 
altogether there. We have a beautiful place for the fairs 
here. Of my own kno'vledgc some 20 years ago there was 
a potatce market here and a meal niorkct in the same 
plsce, and ail enclosed with nine or ten atalls for meat, and 
a party there who had charge of the scale mid who used 
to charge the farmers so much for weighing. When Mr. 
Htkinilton died that ivos knocked on the head, and tiie 
market place closed up and let for building purjioses. 
Parties had to go in there to buy corn, and the iiolice would 
not let them stand on the streets, That is (lone away with. 
There was a pariy appointed over the scales who used 
to weigh potatoes in small quantities for the people of the 
town, and charge so much lor the gross. I often saw 11) or 
12 cars in the market, hut there was no nuirket since the 
people begun to sell potatoes in tlwir houses. 

Mr. Kowari) Kino examined. 

26314. Are you connected nitli trade in the town ? — 
No, not very much. I am u farmer. 

26,815. Supposing that tolls tu'c levied, do you think u 
firmer when bringing cattle to the fair considers the toll he 
has til pay 1 — 1 think eo, in this way, there are some who on 
account of Drogheda being so convenient would consider 
thetoU, because Drogheda is only eight or nine miles from 
thin. 


26,829. There are no wholesale houses or local buyers P 
— No buyers. 

263-ilh Whatotkercommodities arc sent to Balbriggan P 
— riiu farmers send butter and eggs, and if I am not 
pleased witii the price in one shop I go to another. 

26.831. In all cases you sell to the retailer P — Yes. The 
shopkeepers buy them. 

26.832. Do they levj- any charge for weighing a com- 
modity when you send it in P — No charge. 

26.833. You weigh the potatoes on your own premises 
before you send them in ? — We do. 

26334. All farmers do not do that? — No. .Some 
fai-mei's might not have the accommodation. 

26.835. If they have not the acconuniidation, and they 
send in here, is there anylhing charged for them? — I never 
knew a charge for them, hut in Drogheda they charge you. 
If 1 sunt a load of potatoes to Drogheda tnat bad to be 
weighed they would charge me in Drogheda. 

26.836. I suppose it is at so much a barrel the potatoes 
are sold P — Yes. 

26.837. What is a barrel supposed to contain? — 2CI 
stone for potatoes, 16 stone for buley, 14 for oats, and 
20 for wheat. 

26.838. That is customary with all fanners dealing 
here P — It is. 

26,832. It is always on the net weight you are paid? — 
Yes. 

26.840. Tliev make the net weight the difference between 
the gross weight and the tore ? — Yes. 

26.841. There is no other deduction for bearnage or any- 
thing of that kind P — No. 

*26,842. T'heyfix the class according to the sort of grain P 
— Yes. 

26,843. Was that always so within your experienccF— 
It was. 


26316. Du they take any stock from this district to 
Dublin P — ^They do. 

26.817. There is a charge in Dublin P— There is. 

26.818. If they made on equally good fair in Balbiiggau 
would they prefer stopping in Balbriggan ? — Decidedly. 

26.819. Is it liecausc the Dublin market is a better one, 
and ^ey can effect a readier sale, they do not consider the 
charge P — Laterly there is an impression among the 
farmers here and we arc not having the fairs, and they 
drive their cattle to Dublin ■, but when tlie fairs are 
wperly established there will be very little cattle going to 
Dublin. 'ITiey wiU be sold here. From the way tlic new 
fairs are jironusing a monthly fair will take. 

26.820. Does this fair green uHord sufficient apace 7 — 
Ample space for the cattle. I suppose it would hold 2,000 
eaUlf. 

26.821. Have they differeut portions ullutted oif for each 
description of animal — pigs, sheep, and cuttle P — They have 
for the pigs. 

26,^22, Do you think if tliere were ])cns ei'ected that it 
would afford better accoininodation ? — I do not think there 
is any necessity for them. 

26,823. There is a good opportunity at jiresent for the 
exposure and accommodation of the cattle P — Yes, ample. 
It is a rare fine green. 

26,821. Have you any remarks to make that would tend 
to the improvement of the markets or fairs P — The only 
remark I have to make is, I am certain the faira will be a 
^reat success and great accommodation to the farmers and 
^aple Ilf the district, who need nut send their cattle to 
Liverpool and Dublin. 

26.825. Have you ralway communication to suit the 
— We have. The railway accommodation is quite 

good and sufficient. 

26.826. Would there be any chance of holding a weekly 
mwket here? — I am afraid not. 

26.827. Whynot? Is thedemond notgood enough? — 
I am afraid you have not a consumptive trade in this 
town. It is not large enough for a potato market. I 
aemi my pota'oes to Drogheda and Dublin. The way 
the potato supply comes to this toivn is through a few 

who may have three or four- barrels of potatoes, 
hnii that quantity would be for a fortnight. 

Practically, in this town they sell direct to the 
tetwet r— We do. My experience is tuat the retail trade 
to Balbnggan is very light. 


2(),844. Do you think the farmers would have more con- 
fidence in the system of having the commodities weighed 
at a public scale and nut on the buv'er’s premises P Do 
you think they would have more confidence in the dealing, 
and the weight that would be ascertained p— Farmers weigh 
the corn ar.d potatoes at their own scales. 

26345. But if they liave not that accommodation P— 
Generally speaking, they have. 

26,846. liad you ever to take exception to any inaccu- 
racy in the weights of the buyers who pm-chased tlie 
couiinodi^p — No; their weights have always given satis- 
faction. There might bo a pound or so difierence, but 
that is nothing. 

26347. You give and take in your dealings P — Yes ; it 
never interferes with the price. 

26348. In selling pigs is there any sum fixed as a luck- 
penny here? — No. 1 never knew auy fixture of luck- 
penny on the pigs, sheep, cattle, horses, or anything. 

26.849. Do you remember w’ben they used to try pigs 
for the measles P — No. 

Mr. J. Sbavab, Town Commissioner, re-exiuuined. 

26.850. Do you remember that system ? — ^Thoroughly. 

26.851. That is not practised now P — Not a bit of it. 1 
remember when no pig would be taken without being 
thrown down, and a handkerchief stuffed up their mouths, 
to examine them. 

26.852. The price would be agreed upon for the pig P — 
Certainly. 

26.853. If tile pig bud the measles would there be a 
cutting of the price ? — If he had the measles you w'ould 
drop lOn. 

26.854. At that time was there a luckpenny on pigs P— 
There was always a luckpenny. 

26.855. Was it left to the discretion of the seller P — 
There might be a little argument about asking tov more, 
or something like that. 

26.856. Docs it lead to much contention amongst them, 
the arguing about the luckpenny ? — No. 

Mr. Fatmick McCluskby examined. 

26,858. Have you any suggestions to offer P — I think is 
would be a great advantage to have a market for corn 
butter, and eggs. 
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26,869. Do you think there in a possibility of fosteruig 
one if these rules were obtained P—1 do. I think after ft 
little while a sreat deal of the goods going to Drogheda 
would come to Balbriggan. I think the present system 
of buying corn in Balbriggan is objectionable. 

26.860. Buying in the street P— Yes. Anything bought 
in the town is bought in the street. 

26.861. In what way P — I tbink it is not a proper way to 
hare dealings on the streets. Samples of corn are brought 
to the comer of the court-house and do not come into the 
market. 

26.862. You would not say that would be to look at the 
samples before other buyers or forestall them P — No. The 
msTKet is actually held on the triangle called the Square, 
and oot in the market house. That is what 1 consider olt- 
jcctionable. I refused to go there, and any corn I bought 
myself the samples had to come to our office. 

26.863. Would you say this is a good com market P — It 
is a good com market. 

26.864. Could you give any appro-ximate idea of the 
number of barrels hrought here in the yearP — Up to three 
or four thousand barrms of oats alone, about a thousand 
barrels of wheat, and hardly anv barley. 


W«. McCldskby, Esq., the Chairman of the Town 
Commissioners, re-examined. 

26,865. Do you think, supposing it was required to he 
done, the town commissioners could make a periodical 
return of the quantity of the different commodities brought 
to the town and the current prices of them, or would it be 
impossible to make such a return P — It would be quite 
possible. The clerk could obtun it. 

‘.6,866. Although it would entail additional lahnnr, still 
you think it would be competent to make a pretty accurate 
return P— Yes, it would. There is an old market bouse on 
the fair green which was erected hy subscription. Mr. 
O’Neill can tell you about it. It was sold mtn the other 
property. 


Mr. 0 ’Nbii.l eromined. 

26.867. The market house U standing at present ? — It ia. 

26.868, And it is on the fair green P— Yes. The idea 
about it is this, that a great many people believe it was 
lost through cardessness. The commissioners were blamed, 
and, as a matter of fact, the commissioners did all they 
could and went before Judge Flannigan, and they wore 
beaten and had to pay the cost. Judge Flannigan decided 
the commissioners nod no locus standi at all. The 
ratepayers should have gone, but it was too late. 

26,669. This nmrket house was sold subject to all rights 
affecting P — Yes. It is a good substantial building. 

26,870. Was there ever a market held in it P— Not that I 
know of. It was originally built by public suhseription, as 
I understand, before my time. It was to be sold together 
with the other property, as the liamiltons claimed tho 
same rights as to the other property, 'file commissioners 
entered an appearance and appeared before Judge Flanni- 
gau on the sale of the Hamilton estate to have that taken 
from the property to be sold as the building was erected 
by the public. Judge Flannigan had nothing before him, 
or anyone to swear by whom it was erected, and the judge 
decided the commissioners had no claim to it. 


2G,H7l. Is it utilised for any jnirposos at presaotp >{o. 

Ithecamo private property wlioii the doctor oought it, and 
s'mee it wns let on lease as a hosiery factory. 

2(>,S72. Uaeil ])enple dispose of marketable commodities 
in it in your time P — No. Before iny time I think the 

only thing exhibited there for sale was corn. 

26,878. Have you any remarks to make as to what yen 
think would tend to the improvement of the markets or 
the fostering or establishment of them hereP — Yes. I 
took a very great interest some years ago in the subject, 
and even when the new market was erected my idea was 
it was intended as a yard for fish and corn. We woe 
about offering prizes in fact for the exhibition of the best 
sample of butter. Dggs.und fowl so us to attract the country 
people, and T believe if snob a thing were done it would be 
a very great benefit, and I think it is feasible. 

26,874. You think it possible bo foster amarketP— I do; 
it is quite possible. 

26376. Do they send commodities to any other market 
on account of none being hero P — ^They do, to Drogh^s 
and Dublin. 

26,876. I'hat entails additional expense in transitp— It 
does. I think if a market could be established here, as I 
think it could by that means, by offering prizes to the 
exhibitors of the best articles, that it would lie a great boon, 
It would save people u great deal of trouble and money.. 
2li,?77* Do you think if there wus a rule compelling tbe 
eopio to resort to the market that it would work P — Yes. 
n tact it was the exposure of the fish in the streets the 
people com]il»incd of, and an accident that occurred, caused 
the commissioners to creot the market, and they could not 
get them to go there. 

26.878. Could not they compel them if there was a rule 
such as I suggest? — A rule would be very necessary. 

26.879. Do you think the formers would have any objec- 
tion to ]uiy a small charge that would repay the comioii- 
aioners for the cost of that building,, its muntenance, and 
having a weighmaster to weigh any commodities P — I tlunk 
they would. 

26.880. Would they if they got an adequate rstum for 
itP— 'I recollect myself a market being held, and they paid 
for weighing potatoes or any commodities brought ia ; but, 
to give a voluntary subscription, I do not think tin? 
would. 

26.881. Would you say that on account of no markets 
beinp' held here the fariuer does not receive the full value 
of his produce, because he more or less loses by tbe cost of 
transitp — Decidedly, and I believe he would have as good 
a market here as elsewhere. I think there ia a better 
market for hay or straw here than in Dublin, and that 
would be saving tbe cost of transit. 

26.882. Do they take all thchayand straw to Dublin P 
— Yes, in the harvest time ; but they would get better prices 
here. 

26.883. Who is the owner of the morket place P— The 
representatives of Dr. McEvoy. 

26.884. There are two oivners of the fair greenP-Yss. 
Tbe doctor ut one side of tho road and Mr. Hainiltoast 
the other. 

26,886. Then the people use both sides P — Yes, indis- 
oriiiiinately. 

26,886. Have you any other observations to make?— 
No. 

26387. Is there any other gentleman who has any evi- 
dence to give or suggestions to o^ P — No answer. 


The inquiry then terminated. 


B ALTINGLASS. 


With reference to my inquiry in Baltinglass on the 13th clay of December 1888, I 
beg to report as follows 

Baltinql<iss ia situated upon the river Slaney, in the county of 'Wicklow. The tom 
comprises several streets, the houses in whioh ai-e fairly well built. It is a station o» 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton I .ibrary Digitisation Unit ■ 
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



285 


the Tallow brancli of tlie G-reat Southern and Western Railway line. The trade is 
purely agrioultural, and the local government is administered by the board of guardians 
and grand jury. The population is 1,151. 

The market day is Friday. Tho fairs are held on the third Tuesday of each month, 
and a pig fair is held on day previous. No tolls are levied at either the markeis or 
fairs. 

Market rights are not exclusively claimed by any one individual in Baltiuglass. 
neither is any control exercised over the markets or fairs. 

Three traders in the town have each a beam and scales at which they weigh any of 
the marketable commodities, the weight of which it. is desired to ascertain receiving 
for the services thus rendered a small charge. There is no byelaw or rule compelling 
the buyer or seller to resort to these scales or any of them they beiug free to go where 
will. 

It was stated at the inquiry that tolls were originally levied, but their collection 
fell into abeyance some 60 years ago, the farmer and buyer refusing to pay them, not 
getting any adequate return. 

The public records show that four patents were granted for the town. The first is 
dated 4th September 15 James I., and authonzed one Sir C. Wilmot to hold two fairs 
24th, 25th, and 26th June, 24th, 25th, and 2Cth A.ugust, and a Saturday market. The 
second is dated 10th March 2 Charles I., and authorized one Robert Kennedy to hold 
a Thursday market and two fairs, Ascension Day, and two following days, and 18th, 
19th, and 20th October. The third is dated February 1662 and authorised the Corpora- 
tion to hold a Friday market and two fairs, 1st, 2nd and 3rd May, and 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
September. The fourth patent is dated 5th August 3 George IIL, and authorised 
Lord Baltiuglass to hold a Tuesday market and four fairs, 2nd February, 1st July, 17th 
November, and 8th December. 

Previous to 1884, the following fairs were held in Baltiuglass, 2nd February, 
12th May, 1st July, 12th September, 18th October, 8th December, 9th January, 
18th August, 19th April, and 17th March. 

The fairs on 9th of January and 18th August were established without any express 
authority some 50 years ago, those on the 2nd February, I2th May, 1st July, 
12th September, 18th October, and 8th December, were held under the patents 
previously granted, and those on the 17th March and 19th April were evidently 
substituted for the fairs granted for Ascension Day and two next days and the 
17th November. There is no record of any legal authorization of this chauge. 

lu 1884 several of the townspeople held a meeting, the primary object being 
it seems, to alter the fairs and increase their number. The monthly fail’s on third 
Tuesday of each month were then established without any legal authority and the 
old fairs ceased. 

The Friday market is held under the patent, and appears never to have been 
altered. 

In accordance with mv instructions I have inspected the market place and fair 
green. 

The markets in Baltinglass are held in what is caRed the market place, a wide space 
in front of the Court House, being a widening of the public street, as the public 
exercise rights over it. Houses ai'e built on each side. The surface is level with the 
roadway forming in point of fact a poition of the public thoroughfare. There is no 
shelter or other accommodation of any description provided. 

The fairs are held on a wide space of the roadway immediately at the rear of the 
Court House. The same description answers for it as that already given of the 
market place. No sheds, pens, or other accommodation are provided. 'J'hfi pigs are 
sold in another portion of the town on the public streets. 

A Miss Doyle has a weigh-bridge at which she charges 3d. for each load weighed. 

A complaint was made of the forestalling in fowl, practised by several buyers. 

It was urged that authority should be given for the formation of a market 
committee as no local municipal authority exists in Baltinglass with power to such 
committee to control, regulate, and genei’ally manage the markets and fairs. 

Appended will be found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

JOHN J. O’MEARA, 

46, Lower Mount Street, Dublin. Assistant Commissiouor. 


Nn3 
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Baltinglass, 13th December 1888. 


Mr. Pexeb MouaiL oxaminod. 


26.888. Toe are a com merohant in Baltinglass P — 
Yes, I deal in corn. 

26.889. There is no local nranioipal aathority hero P 

—So. 

26.890. Is there any indiridnal exercising ezclnaire 
market rights here ? — I helicvo not. 

26.891. Are markets in point of fact held herop — 
Yea 

26.892. What day? — Every Friday. 

26.893. Is Friday alone sec off for the expoaaro 
and sale of marketable commodities? — Only Friday. 

26.894. What fairs have yon ?— The third Tuesday in 
evei 7 month. The day provions is the pig fair. 

26.895. Are any charges levied at these fairs ? — 
>To. 

26,J-96. There is nobody exercising control over them 
but the police ? — ^No. 

26.897. Where are they held ? — The cattle fair is hold 
just bcbitid the court-hoose. The pig fair is held 
beyond tho bridge. 

26.898. On the public thoronghfaro also? — Yes. 

26.899. Where are the markets held P —The raorlcetB 
arc mostly held on the market square. It is called tiie 
market square. 

26.900. That market square is a widening of tho 
publio thoroughfare ? — Just so. It is the main street. 

26,001. Kindly inform me what different commodities 
are brought here on Friday, and exposed for sale in the 
market, squime? — Oats, potatoes, turnips, mangolds, 
eggs, fowl, vegetables, fish and lime. I no not bolievo 
there is any butter. 

26.902. Hay and straw ?— There is no hay or straw 
market here. 

26,902a. Are there any other commodities? — These 
are the only commodities exposed for sale in thiR market, 
I think. 

26.903. Are oals the only description of corn brought 
here ? — Yes, white and black oats. 

26.904. Have you got imy standings such as itiiioraut 
clothes dealers ? — Mostly on lair days. 

26:905. What other description of standings are 
there P — All cars. 

26.906. 'WTiat commodities do they sell there? — Oast 
clothes and haskete, and crackers. 

26.907. They stand on tho public thoronghfaro ?— Yes, 
Ihoy stand on the street. 

26.908. If a farmer comes in here with any of tliose 
commodities, and he disposes of them, and both ho and 
the buyer desire to ascertain the weight, oon they do so 
in Baltinglass ? — Yes, if they sell them. 

26.909. Can they ascertain the weight ? — Yos, 

26.910. Where ?—> There ai'e three public scales on 
market days. 

28.911. Who own them?— Mr. E. P. O’Kclly, Wm, 
FJinter, and Michael Bymo, and then ihere is a heavy 
weighing machine as well, which Mias Doylo keeps. 

26.912. Theao beams are scales, and weighbridge, aro 

private property belongiug to these owners ? Yos. 

26.913. Bat they hire them out for weighing com- 
modities on market day ? — Quite so. 

26.914. How long has that monthly fair been held, or 
do you l amember the lairs being held on any other day 
bub Tuesday P— I think Mr. O'Kclly will be better able 
to inform you on that matter. 

26.915. Within your recollection, liave yon ever heard 
that people have ever contemplated the appointment or 
election of any market committee— a committee of tho 
traders to look after tho fairs and markets P— Not to my 
recollection, bat I bhiuk it would be a very good 
soggevtion to have a Lommittoo appointed to look after 
thofab-Baud markets, and whatever would be for dio 
immovement of the town to have it in their power to 
make an alteration to suit tho cU’cnmstajioes. 


26.916. Do you think tho markots here require some 
controlling luiinunco P — I do. 

26.917. Do you think they oould be augmented ia 
that ^ray P— Yes, iraprovod and augmented both to the 
improvomout of tho town and market. 

26.918. In what dimolion would you like to see the 
improTomontP — I wonld liko bo seo the fowl market 
hold at a later hour thou it is held. 

26,019. What is the prusont hour P — Tho present hour 
is vovy early ; in tho sununor months from four to sii 
o'clock, bofnro Ibo shops ui'u open. 

26.920. What other suggestions do you doom naciasaiv 
for the improvomout 9 f uio markets P — It would be, I 
thiuk, to the odvontagu of tho public genorallv, if the 
cum market was held at ou hour when ovoryb^y would 
know it opened. It is irregular at present. 

26.921. Thoro aru no stated market hoxus, or boon 
for tho commencemont of the moi'kot P— No. There is 
no statod hour for tho market to commence. 

26.922. They come indiacrimatoly P— Yos, ft-om nine 
o’clock to twelve o'clock. 

26.923. What time does the miirkot usually tormi- 
uato P — The market is over between these hours. 

26.924. Whnt time doos it commence ? — There is no 
statod hoar. It wo^iid bu well if there was on appointed 
houi’. 

26.925. Those commodibios you liave moubloned are 
all exposed ou this stvoot P — Yes. 

26.926. Thei'e is no shelter acoommodation for them 
here P— No, 

26.927. You buy a quantity of corn hero P— Yes, from 
time to time. 

26.929. Has it ever bcon damaged in any way by 
exposure P — The people would not expose it in the rstn. 

26.930. Where oon they put itP — They must keep it 
in the cars. 

26.931. They keep it covei’ed P — ^Yes. 

26,9-32. However they put up with that inconvenience 
in order to make a ready salo P— Thoro may be some 
slight inconvenience oh that account. 

26,933. What is tho ostimatod quantity of oals 
brought in bare in tho year, or conld you give me an 
approximato idea P — I cwnld nob. It is only for a certain 
portion of tho soosoii, ^lerhaps 1 would soy for four 
mouths of tho yoar, wo liavo a ^Trotty good market far 
corn. After that they full away until the spring comes 
and then tho market is pi’ecty full until the spring 
sowing is over. 

26,984. Would yon cull this u good corn market?— 
Cortabily. 

26.935. Would you say it is a good mai'ket for other 
oomnioditica P — ^Yos, very good fowl. It is a well* 
known fowl market. 

26.936. From what distriuts do thoy bring these 
commodities ? — All around. 

26.937. Within what limits P — ^Within a radius of 
fdur or five miles, and perhaps seven miles in some 
oaacB fur oats. 

26.938. Is it all frosh fish that comes here? — Yes, wd 
somotimoB corned, fish aiid horrings. I'roin Arklow 
principally the fish ooinos to tho market. 

26.939. Have you any suggestions or remarks to 
make touching tho fiuxs and markets here P — I 

not make any suggeetions touching tho fairs but m 
regards the hours of tho market. I think they (the 
markots and fairs) are fairly successful as far as they 
go and I think thoy uoed uo improvement whatever m 
that respect. It is well to lot them go on themselves 
and I think thoy will go on and improve. I would 
alter the present state of tho fairs, but tbe mark^ 
would require a littlo looking after I think in reg#« 
to the hours and sonio fixed time statod or appointed. 
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Mr. EDtriiiD P. OTCellt oxomined. 


26 941- 7oq bare a beam und Bcalos, I believe, 
here’p— I have. 

26.942. What commoditiee do you UHiinlly weigh on 
it ?— Nothing but cats and potatoes. 

26.943. Are all the potatoes brought hero weighed 
at your scales, or can the farmer go where he pleases P — 
He can go where he likes. 

20.944. There is no rule in the market to the effect 
that he must go to you P— None. 

26.945. Are these commodities sold before they are 
weighed at your scales ? — Yes, always. 

20.946. Does the buyer alwa^'s require them to be 
weighed before he completes Lis baj'ffain P— No. The 
anderstanding is the commodity is sold and then it is 
weighed and entered in the ticket giving the weight. 

26,947-8. Then they always boy by weight P— Tos. 

26.949. Th^ nevei* buy by bulk or without ascertaiu- 
iag the weight P— Never. 

26.950. What is your charge for weighing oats P — A 
penny per bag. 

26.951. And for potatoes ?— .The some. 

26.952. In weighing oats, what is the lowest weight 
yon weigh down to, or do yon weigh under four 
pounds ? — We put in two ponnds. 

26.953. Ton weigh down to two jKmnds ? — Yes. 

26.954. Do yon give a oast of the licam P — Yea. 

30.955. Practically, it must bo two pomula or 
nothing P — Yes. 

26.956. What weight do yon weigh tho potatoes P — 
They do not test then^ nicely. It is four pounds in 
potatoes. 

26.957. Do you give a cost of beam in weighing 
potatoes P — Yes. 

26.958. Do you estimate the tore of the empty sack, 
or anally weigh it P — It is never weighed, of course 
ifthe.bnyer wishes it to be weighed it is done. They 
allow four pounds tare for tho com socks, ami for under 
a barrel of potatoes half a stone, and over a barrel a 
stone. 

26959. What quantity does the ' barrel contain P — 
Twentj-fonr stone of potatoes and fourteen stono of 
eats. 

26.960. When weighing do yon give a ticket deuoting 
the weight P — Yes, always. 

26.961. It is a printed or manuscript ticket P— It is 
manuscript. 

26.962. Do you over mark the weight on tho bag?— 

It is never done. 

26.963. Is the tare tho only doduoiion from the gross 
weight p — That is the only deduction. 

26.964. Would the estimated tare of the sack be the 
same on a fine day, o.^ on an extrcimdy wot day, when 
the Bihok was completely saturated with wotP — ^Tliey 
generally arrange ^t among themselves. 

26.965. Do they take that into oor-sidoration when 
weighing P — ^Yes, they would. 

26.966. You have known it to bo done? — Yes, 
freqaeutly. 

26.967. Do yon ever make up tho tickets for them? — 
Tea they are always made up. 

26.968. That is their own tickets, botweon the buyer 
tod seller ?— Yes. 

28.969. Supposing it was required, yon could give a 
pretty accurate account of the enrront prices of those 
oommoditicB ?— Yes. 

26.970. It would be an accurate one? — Yes auffiei* 
d' to ^o®™te. Any person in tho town could nearly 

26,^1. Yon could not give any return of the 
9®*nti^ brought in because they don’t all come to 
you? — I dare say if a person went over it they oonld 
gwe a pretty accurate return of the quantity. 

972-3. Do yon keep a block of these tickets ?— I do 
jot keep a block of these tickets, but a book recounting 
the weights. 

You put tho name of the seller, and the weight 
the commodity p— Yes, the gross weight, , 

Printed image digitised by the Universil 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Lib 


26.976. Do you think it would work bettor, and tend 
to improve tho markets if there wore proper market 
bnildiugs, with a public scales, where all tho com* 
luuditicB could be exposed oud weighed on the public 
scales. Do you think there would ^ more confidence 
between the hnyera and sellers, tho farmers and the 
purchasers, if that cuurse were adopted instead of send* 
mg the commodities to private scales P — I really do not 
think it would benefit the market one bit. I do not 
think it would. For example, iuDunlavin, where these 
facilities exist, the people very seldom make use of tbe 
market house. They invariably go to tho other 
places. 

26.977. There is no role restricting them from 
oxposhig thoir commoditien elsewhere than in tho 
market noose ? — ^No. Of course, if there ivns a crane 
and market bouse it might bring in commoditias that 
are not coming at preRent, such os butter. It might do 
it. I do not say it would, because this is not a very 
largo butter making country. 

26.978. What is the nature of the country heu'e. Is 
there much of it in tillage ? — There is a fair quantify. 

26,979-80. 'What jicr-contage ? — I daresay 10 per 
cent. 

26.981. Then yonr foirs must he very good? — ^They 
arc very good. They have improved wonderfully stnoa 
the change came. 

26.982. That is tho altoration of the dates P — Yes. 

26.983. How imig is it siucc you eslablishcd the 
montbiy fairs ?— Five yeai-s the coming siiriiig. 

26.984. Who was it established them P — Thu in* 
habitants of tbe town and neighbourhood oiunc Logothcr 
and advertised the faivR. 

26.985. 'What fairs wore held previous to 1884 ? — 
There were 10 fairs held previously. 

26.986. 'What wore the dates? — ^I’ho 9th January, 
2nd Febniaay, 17tb Mavrh, 19th April. 12tdi May, 
1st July. 18th Angust, 12th September, 18th October, 
8th December. 

26.987. Do yon remembor any period when there 
were less than 10 fairs? — No, I do not, hat I think 
abont 40 years ago there were only six fairs. There 
were some fairs called now fairs here, but I do not 
remember lliom. 

26.988. Do you know what the new fairs wei-e P — The 
18th August, and 9th January. 

26.989. Y,Tien were they added to the other fairs ? — 
It must be 50 years ago at any rate. There is no man 
in court can toll when the now fairs commenced. 

26.990. Are you a trader in the town ? — Yes. 

26.991. Do yon approve of tho system of the fairs 
heiug held on tho puhlio thoroughfai’c ? — AVell, you 
know, there is a very Wgc space for the fairs. 

26.992. Do they not create much filth and dii-t about 
the puhlio thoroughfiae ?— They do, but the contractor • 
looks after that, and is Mlowod very well for cleauing it 
away. 

26.993. Have yon ever heard complaints of any 
dereliction of duty on his part?— There were some 
people complained the day after die fair. 

26.994. Have yon ever hoard buyers complaining that 
theyliavenot had an opportunity of sufficiently oxamlu< 
ing tbe animals P— I never did. 

26.995. Have you ever heard the farmors coinplainiug 
that thev had no protoction from the elemeuts except by 
going into shops and different linildinga in raiuy 
weather ? — I never did. 

26.996. No tolls are levied here ? — No. 

26.997. Do you buy at the fairs yourself? — Some- 
times. 

26.998. Do you sell any stock P — ^Very seldom. There 
is just one suggeatiou I would make with regard to the 
pig fhir, and that is, I think it would be a great benefit 
if the pigs were taken out of the oars where the fair is 
held. There would be ample SfCCommodatiou. 
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26,999. Are these yoaug pigs in the carta P—Toang 
pigs shnuld bo kept in the OBra and canso no incon- 
venience, hot for fat pigs it would he well to have them 
out of the COTS. 

27.000. Do the buyers object to buy them when in the 
cani P — ^No. 

27.001. What is your reason for making that sugges- 
tion P — It is juFt m order to facilitate tho traffic ; it 
wonld be on advantage if they were out of the carte. 

27.002. Then, I Bujjpose, you wonld require the 
removal of the ears themsolvosP — I tiiink it would be 
well if the carts were removed. 

27.003. Is that your idea? — ^Yes. 

27.004. Do they cause any obstruction P — Of course 
the carts do. 

27.005. Have you ever heard complointa about that P — 
No. I never heard complaints, hot I noticed it myself. 
Fab pigs are nsually taken out of the cars as far as my 
observation goes, and the cars remain there. 

27.006. Have you ever hoard of the people here con- 
templating the appointment of any markets committee, 
or committee of the traders of the town to foster and 
control the markets and fairs P—1 never did. 

27.007. Do you think it would be advisable to adopt 
that course P — I think it would he very . odvisablo, 
because things might come nndnr the notice of that 
body that would not como under the notice of in- 
dividuals, but with regard to the fowl market it is too 
bad that persons who buy a basket of fowl or cart of 
fowl and the people who s^ them, are gone out of the 
town ^fore tne private individuals get up. 

27.008. Is the system of romsbolling practised rela- 
-tire to fowl? — ^There is some of that carried on. Tho 
buyers sometimes pay another buyer not to buy in 
order that they will have a monoply. 

27.009. Have you known instances of that yourself P 
— Indeed I have. 

27.010. Arc all those fowl exported P— Well, in tho 
winter months they arc generally sent to London, but 
in tho snmmer months they ore sent to Dublin. 

27.011. Tie people then of the town are at great 
inconvenience m pnrehasing fowl? — They are. 'ilo 
private people have no chance of baying fowl. 

27.012. Do you think the price of dead fowl is en- 
hanced by this praotice of forestalling P — 1 do not t hin k 
it is. Sometimes, when fowl are scare, I have met 
people two miles outside the town, emissaries from the 
chicken hnyers buying tho fowl. 


27.013. If that was stopped mid tho fai-mers had to 
come into tho town and expose, their fowl and other 
commoditioB, where there wonld be general competition 
among the bnyors, wonld they got better prmee f« 
their commodities or animals P — I think they would. 

27.014. Did they ever oxprosH that opinion them. 

scIvoS; did they over express an objection to fore, 
stalling? — They did very often complain of it. lUv# 
known people coming in to be oiTored prices for fowl 
and when they came into tho market they would not 
get those prices when tho bnyers found the quautity 
iiuide. It makes the market inogolar. ^ 

27,016. Yon say tlioy complain of it, bnb is it not 
loft to their own option to soil to the runner P—Itjg, 
but they do not know tho competition is keen, and 
when they coiuo in they know Imttor what to do. 

27.016. Hiwo you over hoard complaints that the 
commodities brought into the market wore injur^ for 
want of shelter accommodabion, that is, for the fish and 
other oommoditicB P — With tho exception of horrbgs 
I did not. They are caught on Wodnesihiy in Arklow 
and they como on straight for IViday. but they m-e not 
injured. 

27.017. Have you ever hoai'd people complaining?— 
No. 

27.018. Whore do they oroot their standings prinei- 
pally? — ^In tho mnin s^oot. They turn round the oar, 
nnyoke tho hoi'so, and soil away. 

27.019. Thoy have no charge whatever to pay?— No 
charge. 

27.020. Havo tho pooplo who weigh at your scales 
any portorago charge to pay ? — No charge except a penny 
a bag. 

27.021. Who porfurms tho work of weighing ?— My 

man. ^ 

27.022. Does tho formor lift tho bag from the cart on 
to the scale P — My man doos that. 

27.023. Yon only ohorgo a penny then P- Yes. 

27.024. Both for potatoes and corn P— Yea. 

27.025. Have you any suggestions to offer?— Well, 
no, with tho exception that thoro should be sumo 
authority to regulate tho houi'S. I think everything 
else is tolerably fair. 

27.026. Do you think a nooessit^ exists for some each 
controlling authorily to have byclaws to regulate the 
system of the markets and the hours P— I do. I think 
it is very nocessary. 

27.027. Is tho market as a rulo confined to this 
square, or do they go indiscriminately about the other 
streets of the town?— No. As a rule it is confined to 
the main street. 


Mr. WmiAU rimTBR examined. 


27.028. What commodities do yon weigh at your 
scales ? — Oats and potatoes. 

27.029. The same as Mr. O’Kclly P — ^Ycs. 

27,030- What do you charge P — A penny per bag. 


27.031. Tho same observations os to his system of 
weighing apply to yours or well P — Yes. 

27.032. Tho same praotice is rosortod to at both 
places P — Yob. 

27.033. And is it tho same at Mr. Byrne’s P — ^Yes. 


Mr. Micuaeii Doile exatuined. 


27,03-4. You represent Miss Doyle P — ^Yes. 

27.035. She has a weigh-bridge here P — ^Yes. 

27.036. What commodities does she weigh on it ? — 
T.'urnip3, potatoes, straw, hay, cokeor coal, bacou, pork. 
We could weigh wool. 

27.037. What are your charges P — Threepence a load. 

27.038. Do you ascertain the vare of the oar ?— Yes, 
always. 

27.039. You always actually weigh the empty cart ? 
— The empty cart is weighed tvery time. The parties 
who own the cart would not get a ticket unless they 
weigh it. 

27.040. Supposing a farmer came to-day and came 
again to-morrow would you put the weight yon 
ascertained to-day P— No. I would weigh mo ooi't 
evBiy day. 

27,011. la the tare the only deduction P — ^Yes. 


27.042. Thoy allow nothing for boamage or the^ 
state of the hayP — Wo never oJluw anj^ing. Thay 
can settle that among thomsolvos. 

27.043. That is a matter between tho buyer and 
Boiler when ai'guing about the price of the load? — ^Y m- 
Tho Boilers may take eomething of the load if there 
was a shower of rain. 

27.044. There is no uednetion customary other than 
tho tare P — ^No. 

27.045. Apart altogether from what you have to do, 
do you think a necessity exists in tho market for kbJ 
other dednotionP — Oh, not tiie slightest. There ^ 
always something allowed between the buyer and 
seller. 

27.046. Is your >veigh-bridge the only one in 
townP — Yes. 

27.047. Did you ever weigh live cattle ? — ^Yes, to see 
the weight. 
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27,048. What did 700 charge ?— .Nothing at all. 

27,049- Ton say there is alw^s something allowed 
between the bn 3 'er and seller P— Yea. 

27.050. Is there any cusLomary allowance ? — No. 

27.051. Do you keep any record of the quantity the 
people weigh there P — There is a block, kept, snaitis 
Mtered on the hooka by the buyers. 

27.052. You give a ticket? — ^Yea, and keep the 
weight for them if they require it. 

27.053. Supposing they lose the ticket during the 
day, can they got a copy of it again without weighing 
the cartP— They would have to weigh the ewt again. 

27.054. You would charge an additional charge p — I 
charge a second time. 

27.055. Do you keep a block of tho ticket P — Yea, if 
required. Wo keep a block in any case. 

27.056. When you weigh a load do yon put the weight 
ou the ticket you gira the seller and retain the block 7 

Yes, wo enter it if it is to be kept over, bnt if they 

require only one ticket wo do not enter it in the block. 
The block u the some oa to a cheque book. 

27,057-8. Yon do not keep a block of everything yon 
weigh? — No. 

27,059. All those differont commoditieB come to yonp 
-Yes. 


27.060. If required, you could tell the quantity *f 

hay, straw, ana o^ier commo^ties brought here? 

Yea, at another time I could, bub lately I co^d not do 
it as all the books were thrown away. 

27.061. lu future, supposiug it was required from yon, 
could you keep an account of the quantity of tho 
different commodities brought here ? — (Jertainly. 

27.062. Do yon ever make up the tickets P — ^Yes. 

27.063. You know generally the price? — 76?. fiven 
this muniing two carts wore weigheO lor Celonel 
Saunders, and the man went and put tho weight on the 
drays. I did not weigh at all, but I scut tho ticket to 
Colonel Saunders without enteriag the weight of the 
drays, because I did not see them weighed, aud they 
were not weighed at all. 

27.064. Have you over found that after the delivery 
of the commodi^ and before the cai- came to you any 
fraud had been committed by ohanglng the wheels ? — 
We always examine the cart. 

27.065. Have you ever heard of any frauds being 
committed — No. We can see whether the cart is 
straight or fair on the bridge, and we do orerylbing 
fairly. 


Mr. MaiTHXW Byknb examined. 


27.066. I believe you have much experience of foirs 
here and elsewhere ? — I know a good deal about fairs 
fbr the last SO years. 

27.067. Have yon ever attended fairs where tolls were 
levied ? — 1 have at different places. 

27.068. Are you a Uader in the town ? — 1 am. 

27.069. You are also a farmer P — Yes. 

27.070. And yon buy and sell cattle? — Yea, 

27.071. Do you think that the levying of a toll at a 
fair acts in any way os a deterreut on the farmers 
bringing in the supply they would otherwise bring in 
if no toUa were levied P — I think they would give more 
freely when they would not have to pay any money. 

27.072. Supposing charges were levied at the fairs, 
do you think it would tend to deteriorate the fairs P — 
I would not give on opinion. They give more &eely 
when the cattle are sold, bnt it is unpleasant to pay 
when they do not sell. 

27,078. Bnt if the charge was on the animal sold 
sod when the bargain was completed P — At Ballmasloe, 
where tolls are levied, they ore growling. 

27.074. Where tolls ever levied here? — Nob to my 
knowledge. 

27.075. Have you ever heard thoy were P — 1 never 
heard. 

27.076. Did you over find any objection bo buying 
or selling on tho public street? — Not a bit. 

27.077. Do you think it would be better to have a 
fair-eroen provided with surface hard, so that you 
could examine the cattle more conveniently. Do you 
think that would be better than the public thorough- 
fare P — I think there is no fair where there is better 
accommodation thim in this town. 

27.078. Thai is on account of the wide open spsrce 
here P— Yes, the wide open apace on the rood to chapel. 

27.079. Is your establishment convenient? — It is up 
to the coorl noase. 

27.080. Leaving that out of consideration, and 
xuppoeing you hu no trade in the town at all, do you 
th^ a fair green would he better than having the 
fairs on the street? — I think not. I have seen in 
C^low the fwr in Barrack Street always a better fair 
than now on the green. The buyers and sellers met 
one another more comfortably. 

27.081. What do you assign forthat? — I think on a 
wet day no cattle fair sbould bo held in a field because 
they are down at least six inches in the mud. 

27.082. That is owing to the defects in the 
preparation of tho green, and in the cleaning of the 

< 597M. 


soil P — I never saw in any fair anj'where, a green, but 
it is on gross. There ore grass greens in Tinahilly, 
Castletown, OariciW, and other places. 

27.083. Do yon go to Kilkenny P—Somatimea. That 
is one place, but 1 am quoting several towns. 

27.084. As you have liad experience I would like to 
get an expression of your own opinion. What do you 
think about the fair green in Kilkenny? — It is a good, 
clean fair green. 

27.085. Would you like to see that atall fairs P— That 
would be very expensive. 

27.086. Apart fl-om the expense, do you think a fair 
green like that at Kilkenny is the best place to expose 
cattle P — Upon my word, I do not know that there is a 
bettor fhir green in any part of Ireland I hare been in 
than at the uack of this oourt house. 

27.087. Were the fairs always held tliore f — As long 
os 1 remember. 

27.088. Always on the same spot? — Yes and the 
Olbury family left it free of toll for the purpose of the 
fur. Nobody need block the public road in any spot in 
it 

27.089. At the fairs here, have they the system of 
giving a Inck-penny ? — They have. Some giro it and 
some do not. Yon may meet some cherry fellow who 
will give half a crown tor luck, and another fellow will 
o^y give a penny. 

27.090. Supposing a man is selliug stock, in asking 
the price, does he ever consider the amount of the luck- 
penny P — No. Sometimes when there is a hard bargain 
the buyer may say “will you give me a crown for 
luck.” 

27.091. Would you oak a higher price than youwonld 
otherwise take if yon had not to give a luck-penny P — 
It is a free gift. 

27.092. The bnyem never consider ?— No, except one 
in a hundred. 

27.093. When they are arguing abont the value 
do not they say, I will pay clear to pocket P — Yea, that 
is no hick. 

27.094. Xu that cose do not they consider in fixing tho 
price the amount of Ae luck-penny P — They do not. It 
is a (i'eo gift. 

27.095. Then it is left to the disposition of the 
seller P — Yes. 

27.096. There is no fixed amount P — No. 

27.097. Is it fixed with regard to pigs ? — I tbiuk they 
charge. 

27.098. You say the buyers charge?— Yes, they stop 
sixpence. 

0 0 
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27.099. lu cattie it. is left to the diapuBition of the 
seller to give, hot in the flrat inatnnco ho reoeivoa the 
aotoftl price of the Bnimal P — He does. 

27.100. Bab in the caae of pigs they deduct the aii- 
pence out of the price P— They do. It ie the castom to 
give sixpence for lack. 

27.101. That ia not loft to the disposition of the 
seller P— I think not. 

27.102. You do not deal in pigs P~No. 

27,10?. Hiivo they got the wstem of Inck-penny in 
connetion with sheep P — Yes, nut yon will never got 
more than a penny or twopence oxcept from some 
genoi'oos fellows. 

27,104'. Have yoir over bought cattle Ijy live weight P — 
Ho. 

27,105. Have you ever sold them by live weight? — No. 

27,108. What ore your opinians on soiling by live 
weight P — I think it would take a smart fellow to hny 
by live weight. Some cattle are filled with turnips and 
grass and o^er things, and it would he very hard to 
judge them. 

27.107. Would you rather rely on yoTU' own experience 
for judging cattle P — I would- 

27.108. From such experience you would generally 
have an advantage over another r — It would be very 
hal'd, supposing a beast was in a house 16 hours, she 
might dmk 40 pounds of water. 

27.109. Do you think it would bo a better system, 
and that the farmers and buyers throughout the 
country would have greater conhaence in the bargains 
they niftlffl if all cattle were sold by live-weight luid 
weighed at an independent scales F — I would rather 
buy them by sight. 

27.110. That is because you rely on your own 
experience P — ^Yes. 

27.111. Have you any suggestions to ofi'er as to what 
you think would tend to the improvement of the 
markets and fairs here, or is there any practice at 
present resorted to you would wish to complain ofP — 
There is, and that is the practice of buying fowl a mile 
or two miles on the road outside the town, and also in 
the streets of the town before day. That is all done 
before the people get up, and I tliink there ought to 
be on hour appointed — say eight o’clock in the morning 
—and allow no person to buy or sell before that time ; 


and 10 o’clock for oats or potatoes, and no one to bay 
before then. That -would bo a groat sei-vice to the town 
and the pooplo living in the town. 

27.112. Yon heard the niiawov of Mr. Morril and Mr • 
O’Helly to my question. Do you concur in ftrir 
opinion that it would be udviaablo to have a committee 
or the traders to look after the fairs and markets P— I 
think notiiing bettor could bo adopted. 

27.113. You have attended fairs and markets where 
the control was vested in local authorities, and whore 
it was not P — I have. 

27.114. Wlioro do you think they wore buttonnanagod, 

when worked by a private iucuvidunl or by a local 
authority P — In uorlow at the ])veHont time yon can eat 
your breakfast without any bouior. The boll will ring 
at eight o’clock. That is tbo systora, and itis a good 

Olio. 

27.115. Wlioro have you found tho raarkota lietter 
managed P — Tivko all this side of tho countiy, and thev 
are under no control. In Enniseorthy. He-wtownb^’, 
Rathdrum, Tinahilly, they arc all the same aa this, free 
to come or stay out whichever you like. There is a 
loose system carried on. 

27.116. You think it wonld bo better to have a 
governing authority such as there is at Carlow and 
elsewhei-e P— I think it would bo a great deal better, 
and I am suro it wonld bo good for tho town, aud 

for the people thomselves, and a better system thar. 
to have tho loose way carried on that they have ai 
present. 

27.117. Do you thiuk it would bo advisable, apart 
altogothor from any conaideratiou of finance, for a 
market building to bo oroctod horo with shelter occom- 
mention, .md a rule modo by uny authority established 
to confine tlio disiroanl and oxposaro of ail commodities 
to this building P — I think it would be a great deal 
pleasanter for too sellers, and somotimeB pleasanter for 
the buyers. 

27.118. Afsart from the pleasantry, do yon think it 
would be a gain P — I think it would bo no harm to the 
market, but an improvement. 

27.119. Do yon tbiiik a nocosaity exists here for sach P 
— At present I do not think there is a necessity. If 
there was a committee appointed, that committco 
would give au opinion which would be the best way to 
go about it. 

27.120. Have you anything further to state P — ^Nothing 
more. 


Mr. PfTSK D0UGI.AS examined. 


27,121. [Wilnm). The magistrates mode a rule about 
tbe markets formerly, and tried to have it enforced 
about the fowl. They bad the rule published, and tried 
to carry it out, but the parties set it at defiance. 


27,122. Was tho irregularity of the fowl market 
brought under tho uotioe of tho authoi’itios P— Yea. 
They fixed an hour about tho sale of com that has been 
observed, but tho other is not. 


Sergeant SawsL Moons, Boyal Irish Oouslabulery, examined. 


27.123. Have yon ever heard conmlaints of the 
obstruction on the publio thoroughfare P— No. 

27.124. Is this place a regular fair green P — It is 
let for fur green purposes, and it ia aa good as a fair 
green. 

27.125. Tbe pis fair is in a different portion of the 
town p — ^Yes. That ia held at the other side of the 
street. 

27.126. Haveyon ever heard complaints from private 
inhabitants — people other than traders — that much 
filth and dirt has accumulated P — The complaints I 
heard were ftom the people them^vea in the barrack. 
It is near the barrack. 

27.127. About this market — ^the market is principally 
concentrated in tbe market square P — Yes. 

27.128. They do not go indiscriminately about the 
town P — No, it is hold m IVont of tbe houses down the 
street, but the fowl market is very much wonting in 
improvement. People sell stolen fowl here that they 
may take from the people at cross-roads a-nH places. 
If & man comes to buy fowl, aud he was a stronger, he 
wonld be well thrashed in the town in consequence of 
coming here so early in the morning. 


27.129. Was that a buyorP — Yes, on English buyer. 

27.130. Is there a combination tunoug fowl buyers ?— 
Certainly, 

27.131. Have yon ever known that they have agreed 
before the market to the price they will give for the 
fowl? — Yes, ond they wUl buy off outsidors for 
purpose of keeping them out, and then give any price 
they like, and aomotimoa they take them home again. 

27.132. Ai’e there many buyers coming here ? — 
Sometimes two and one. There was o good buyer 
coming, and they intimidated him so much, ana 
thrashed him, that ho had to leave the country alto- 
gether. 

27,138. Do the farmers ever agx'eo among thems^ves 
not to sell in that way 5 they more or loss help it by 
disposing of the commodities P — They are vex-y well 
inclined to resist it, bub they ore not able to. Itu 
women and young girls who 0OU tho fowl 

27,184. Wly arc they bought so early. Is it tocatch 
any train P— It oouvonieiioos poultry men who senU 
them to Manchester mid othci* places. 

27,135. Is that the reason P— They gain by it in the 
way I tell you. 
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27.136. TonthiEkif tho fowl came intei the market, 
and there wne the ordina^ competition among the 

bayera, a better price wonld be got by the fanner P 

Very much better. The farmeju’ danghtorB aird girls 
come ia arid go about the street with the fowl. People 
outside may give them a couple of Bbilbugs earnest, 
and whou they came to the market would hare to gire 
it book na the parties would not take the fowl. 

27.137. Hare they retained posaosBion of the fowl P— . 
Tea, until they got the money bock. 


27,138. In that way tho prodneera hare lostasaleP 
—Certainly, and must give them to the man for what- 
ever ho likes to offer. Sometimes they have to give 
them ft groat deal less thnn the value, sooner than 
bock the fowl. 

27,131). Dispose of them a great deal less than what 
they were originally offered?— Yes. 


Mr. Pateick BmNE examined. 


27,140-1. Have you any suggestion to offer? — Pour 
horse fairs in addition to tho pig fairs, and cattle fairs 
would be a great improvement. 

27.142. There is no horse fair? — No. They used to 
have them some yeoi-s ago on the same date as tho 
cattle. 

27.143. Are the cattlo and sheop brought in any great 
quantity P — ^Yes, one of the largefit fairs for 12 or 14 
:^ea. 

27.144. From what districts do they bring the cattle P 
—Prom within two or throe miles or Tnllow, and fonr 
miles of Oarlow and Hacketstown. 

27.145. Within what radius is thatP — Ten miles or 
more. 

27.146. Could you give mo any idea of the number of 
cattle brought here in the year ? — I could not. 

27.147. You say this U a hotter fair than the surround- 
ing ones P — There is no fair os good for 12 miles 
around. 

27.148. Are tho pig fairs well attended ? — Yea. 
Since the opening of tho railway the pig fairs are 
wonderftolly improved. 

27.149. Hayo you found any material improvement 
in the fairs since the railway was opened P — Yes, very 
much. 

27.150. It has tended to create greater demand and 
more cattle? — Yes. They bring cattle for the fairs. 
If there, was a &ir in P^ketstowu and Baltinglass, 
they wonld bring the fair to Baltinglass. 

27.151. You think in order to improve tho fairs, it is 
well to have easy oommnnioation with great centres 
like Dublin P — Yes, 

27,162. Do they export the gi'oater portion of the 
cattlo they buy P — No. I davo say about half of them. 

27.153. Where do the pic bnyora como from P — From 
Limerick, Waterford, andDoblin. 

27.154. Are you in trade iu the townP — Yes. 

27.155. You deal in cattlo P — ^Yos, a little in cattlo. 

26.156. And horses P — ^Yes. 

27.157. Where is the nearest horse fairP — Castle 
Bennett, seven miles away. 

27,168. Do yon think a horso fair could be fostered 
hcroP--Throe or four horse fairs in tho year would take 
in BaltinglasB. There are a great number of horses 
that pass by Baltinglass and go on 12 rciilea further 
every month. If the horso fairs wore established, it 
woum not be advisable to have them on the snme dates 
48 Tinahilly j they are quarterly. 

27,159. Still, you think a necessity exists for a horse 
fair, or that one oould ho foetei'cd ? — One could he 
foatorod if they tried. 

27^160. Did the formers over bring in horses P — They 
Old formerly, hut not latterly. 


27.161. It failed at that time P — Yes. 

27.162. That was jOTvioua to the railway conunani* 
cation P— Yes. Baltinglass has done away with the 
cattle fair in Castle Dermott, and the horse fair would 
he brought in here too, and done away with there. 

27.163. Are there any tolls levied in ihe immedinto 
uoichbonrhood of Baltiugloss ? — Not since they wero 
aboUshed at Dnnlavin. The traders of the town bought 
off the tolls. 

27,16’!. You do nob know the amount of the purchase? 
— I do not. 

27.165. Who collected tho tolls previously P — ^Mr. 
Trench was the landlord. A man named Wittle 
collected them. Mr. Ti'oach gnvo np his right for the 
benefit of the town, and bought out the tenant. There 
was a very simple custom in Nnnlavin. They bad only 
to pay on the animais sold, and strike the b^d as to 
whether they bongbt or not. Another objectionable 
ouBtom woe the charge on cars. 

27.166. Do you agree in the statement that the levy- 
ing of a toll deters iormers from brinmng in a supply 
of stock ? — I am quite certain of it. They would nearly 
go to another fair on account of it. 

27.167. Have you been in any other place whore thoro 
is a fair green, such os the one in Kilkenny, or do you 
think if uc farmers got a properly enclosed &ir green 
— I am not speaking of Baltinglass in particular — do 
you think if they got a fair green properly paved, with 
pens and shelter accommodation, that they (the farmers) 
would have any ohjectioD to pay a small charge to 
mainttun that green? — Conmnly. And they would 
rather have the accommodation they have. I am quite 
positive about it. 

27.168. I am speakingeencraUy now, and not of this 

place in particular P— Yes. I sometimes saw very 

nearly serious rows iu Dnagurvan about the fairs. 

27.169. Fairs on the street? — Yes, 

27.170. If there was a fair green there, and accom- 
modation, wonld they have an objection to pay some- 
&ing small fur its crootion P — I believe they would. 

27.171. Even if they cot an adequate return for the 
charge P — They would not go inside if they were 
allowed to stop outside. When the tolls were charged 
in this town, sometime ago, there was a serious row 
about them. 

27.172. Were tolls levied here P— Yes, not 60 years 
ago. There were two men on each road charging so 
mneh a head, and there was nothing bnt fighting and 
arguing. 

27.173. What caused the abolition of tho tolls P — Tho 
farmers would not pay a toll going out to a man named 
Eiggison who bad the tolls, and they burst the cattle 
out in spite of him. 

27.174. It was owing to the difficult of collecting 
that the collection ceased altogether ? — was. 


Sergeaut Moonx re-examined. 


27,175. (Witness). I think there ought to bo sheds for 27,176. Is there any groat quantity of the corn brought 
mecom. They are ven much wanted ; and if anyone here, orof the other commodities romainingunsoldalW 
does not sell their proaoco hero, they have nothing to thomarketP — -I think not They are mostly all sold, 

kome again. There is no place to store 
>t- In other towns I have always seen a place to store 
unsold articles, 

0 0 2 
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Mr. E. P. O’Eilii re-examined. 


27.177. [WUiusa). I think mth regard to what the 
Borgeeot eaid ho is under a mistake. If the people wish 
tc hare storage they can always have it. 

27.178. Do you levy any charge P— No. 

27.179. Is it stored at their own risk?— Well, it is 
not. If they had not made a sale to their liking, and if 
lliey wished so store it until that day week we could 
Accommodate them. 

27.180. Are these scales of yours available everyday P 

They ore brought iu the street on market day. If 

any person wished any other day to weigh anything we 
could do it for them. 


27.181. Do you oroct trianglosP — Tea. 

27.182. On the three scales P— Yes. The market 
varies a good deal. In the spring there are very larm 
markoto. They cover over nearer an acre of space m 
the spring hecanse a groat nnmber of cars come in. It 
is inoonvouient not to have a fixed hour when the 
people can buy oats, and when there is only a small 
supply the buyers complain that there ia none to be 
got, whereas if thoro was a fixed hour they would ^ow 
tho time to come in, and it would bo their own fault if 
they were not there. Wlion thoro is no fixed hour the 
people are very often disappuiuted. 


Mr. Mdiuul re-exarainod. 


27.183. Conld yon give me an estimate of the quan- 
city of com brought here P— Prom September to tho 
present month, from fifty to a hondred barrels every 
week, more or less. I do not think it exists np to this 
month or reaches a hundred barrels any week. Prom 
Pebmary lo May there ia seven times that much. 

27.184. After the buying of the com is there any 
deduction from the price agreed upon by the seller P — 
No. The only deduction is the taro. 

37.185. Do you weigh yourself or ask them to produce 
tho ticket P— It is always the custom when buying com 
to oblige the people t buy from to weigh at tho par- 
ticnlar scales I buy at. 


27.186. Then you would nob take the corn unless they 
produced a ticket P — Thoy must got the ticket. 

27.187. Do you over weigh it over again yourselfp— 
No, not as a role. 

27.188. Have yon ever heard complaints of any in- 
ooourocy in the weights of the scales or bridge ?— No. 
They ore mostly oorroct. 

27.189. Thoy are visited by tho police P— They are. 
I think everybody is miauimoiiB in BuoingthoadvisabOitr 
of appointing u commitbeo to roguluto tho markets and 
have byo-lawB. Thoro is no one woold disE^yoe with 
that snggeatiou. It is tho most uecossary thmg of aE 


Mr. .Tohm Jones examined. 


37.190. (li'ttsMs). I live two miles out in tho country 
niid I know the frwl Wyers go out there, and I have 
heard that several of these fowl buyers are treated by 
the sellei’S in a very ridiculous manner snob as the 
sergeant is after stating. 

37.191. Do the fanners never consider it advisable 
to put an end to that system, because it is in their own 
hands? — Some of them might try to prevent it and 
oth«:r8 would not. The area ia too wide and they are 
not connected with one another. There arc formers 
who would wish to put a stop to it, and there are others 
who surrender and sell. Yon know it is women generally 
make these sales. They might have a little boy with 
them who is no protection, and these men can do what- 
ever they wish. 


27,192. Apart from tho fowl market have you any 
other observations to make P — I would wish to say this. 
I think it would be a very good system not to have sol^ 
allowed sooner than eight o'clock in the morning, and 
then, so for os the corn market is concerned, I do coma 
hei'e occasionally with coni, nud I think no corn ought 
be sold sooner than ten o'clock, such os I beard Mr. 
Byme suggest. As a farmer, I believe it would be a 
very good system, 

^,193, What hour do the buyers usually attend?— 
About ton or eleven o’clook. It is the time that the 
principal sales are made. 

27.19A Is there any other gentleman who wishes to 
give evidence P — ^No answer. 


The inquiry then terminated. 


CARLOW. 


With reference to my inquiry in Carlow on the 14th clay of December 1888, 1 beg 
to report as follows : — 

Carlow is an inland town, and the capital of the county. The town is substantially 
built and neatly laid out, and has a good general trade. A branch of the Great 
Southern and Western Railway connects it with Dublin, and with Kilkenny and 
Waterford. The local government is administered by a board of Town Commissioners, 
and the population is 7,185. 

The market days are Monday and Thursday. The fairs are held on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month in the year, with the exception of the month of March, 
when the fair is held on the 26th of that month. Two other fairs are also held on the 
4th May and 8th November. A pig fair is held on the day previous to the ordinary 
fair. 
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Tolls are leviable at both the markets and fairs ; but at the former, on some of the 
commodities, weighing charges are at present only dejnauded, although the market 
owners can claim the toll. At the fairs the tolls are on entrance to the fair green. 

Previous to 1879 no tolls were payable at the fairs or markets, nor were any market 
rights actively exercised by anyone claiming to possess such. 

The market rights and tolls at present belong to the Town Commissioners, who have 
the immediate control of them. 

There seems to have been only one patent granted for the town of Carlow: it 
is dated 6th December 1722 (9 Geo. I.), and granted to one, Jacob Hamilton, 
an “ additional ” Monday market and two “ additional ” fairs on 25th April and 
11th June. 

It appeara in 1878 eight fairs were held in the town, foui* of which were established 
within the previous 20 years, and the other four were held for a great length of time. 

A committee, called the “ Fair Committee,” was then constituted in the town by some 
of the traders, who were also members of the Town Commissioners' Board. The 
primary object of this committee was to alter the dates and increase the number of 
fairs, and provide a suitable fair green and collect tolls to pay off the expense incurred 
thereby. The fair committee rented a field of some six acres from a William H. Boake 
for 31 years at 402. a year, and a caretaker’s house at 82. a year from a Mr. McQuaid. 
The Town Commissioners were made lessees in this lease. The fair committee then 
expended some 6502. in permanent improvements on the fair green in the way of 
pailings, pens, collection boxes, and gates, and for which they were each jointly and 
severely liable, and established the present fairs, letting those formerly held cease. 
Tolls were levied on the entrance of each animal to the fair green, and it proved so 
successful that on 6th July 1886 the entire 6502. was paid ofi’, and the possession of 
the fair green and right to the tolls handed over to the Town Commissioners. In 
1860 a committee of the traders, called the “ TuUow Street Committee,” was con- 
stituted for the purpose of working the potato market ; but in 1880 the control was 
given over to the Town Commissioners, who paid the weigh-master some 682. for the 
weigh-house and weighing machine, and reappointed him their weigh-master. In 
1885 the Commissioners obtained a loan of 3,600/., which they expended in the erection 
of a town hall and butter market place. The latter was completed in 1886 at a total 
cost of 2392. 10s. The Commissioners also purchased for 1002. the weighing machine 
in the hay market from the owner and erected a new one in its stead, and a weigh- 
house at a cost of 1102. On the 22nd August 1878 the Town Commissioners purchased 
from W. Hamilton, the representative of the gi’antee in the patent grant^ for the 
town, any rights which might be vested in him for 1002., as they wished to safeguard 
themselves against any proceedings thereafter. 

Thus in 1886 all the markets and fairs became vested in the Town Commissioners 
accordingly. They obtained the sanction of the Local Government Board to a set of 
byelaw and schedule of tolls at the markets on the I9th June 1886. These were 
subsequently altered, and the like consent obtained to the new schedule of rules and 
regulations and tolls on 9th October 1888. No evidence was given of any such approval 
of the tolls at the fairs. 

ALhough it was stated that the approval of the Local Government Board was 
obtained for the establishment of the new fair, this could not be, as that board has no 
power to create new fairs, but only to alter the date of old ones. 

A toll-board is erected for public inspection, and a weigh-bridgc has been provided 
and also beams and scales. In accordance with my instructions I have inspected the 
market places and fair green. 

The butter market is held in an enclosed square space at one side of the town hall. 
It is divided from the public street by high iron railings, with a gate entrance. The 
surface is well macadamised and levelled, and around two sides slated sheds are erected 
resting on metal piUars. The butter is weighed underneath these sheds and then 
exposed for sale ; weighing appliances are provided. The fowl market is held in this 
enclosure before the butter mai’ket commences, and likevuse is the egg market held 
here. Altogether the market seems to afferd ample space and accommodation for the 
purposes intended. 

The hay and straw market is held on a wide portion of the street outside the butter 
market. The space is commodious, and on it is erected a weigh-house and an Avery 
patent aelf-weigliinfir maclune. which records on a ticket the weight of the load on the 
bridge. 

Although this market is practically held on portion of the public thoroughfare, 
nevertheless it is said that no obstruction is caused to the public, who can traverse 
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eaoli.sido of tte space generally occupied by the market on market days. No aheddmg 
or other accommodation is provided. 

The potato market is held on a wide portion of the public street in another portion 
of the town. 

The deaoription of the hay and store market applies to this one, which is exactly 
similarly situated. The only accommodation provided is a weigh-house and appliances, 
whicli are erected in the centi’e of the market place. 

The fairs are held in a fair green on the outskirts of the town ; it is entirely enclosed 
and entered hy an iron gate. The green is commodious — ^being about six acres in 
extent— and level, and provided with some 60 iron pens for sheep. There is no shelter 
or other accommodation provided, and the charges levied are on admittance of each 
animal to the green. Previous to 1880 the fairs were held in the public streets 
indiscriminately, and were toll free. 

Appended will be found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry, 

JOHN J. O’MEARA, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Assistant Commissioner. 

Dublin. 


Carlow, 14th December 1888. 

Mr. J inTRs KjBiiiy, Town Clerk, oxaminod. 


27.195. Ton iffe the town clerk of Carlow P — Tea. 

27.196. When were the CommissionerB established 
here P— In the year 1854, oudei' the Towns Improve- 
ment Act. 

27.197. Ai’e they the market aothority hoi-o in Carlow P 
—Tea. 

27.198. MTien did they acquire the rights P— The 
IStb July 1886. 

27.199. Did they exercise any market rights previous 

to P — Tes, in the potato mtwket, since 1880. 

27.200. In the potato market alone P— Tes. 

27.201. Previous to 1880 did they exorcise any rights? 
— None. 

27.202. Who were they vested in then P — The potato 
market in the potato market committee. 

27.203. A committee of the traders of tho town P — 
Tes. 

27.204. Was there any individual exercising rights or 
control over the markets or fairs ha-eP— Tes ; Mi-. John 
Byrne. He has since been appointed woigh-maetor to 
tho Town Commissioner. 

27.205. When yon say be was exorcising market 
rights, in what respect was heP — As weigh-mastor he 
acted at the ooncil and maohine for weighing potatoes. 

27.206. Was there any rule in the market requiring 
all commodities to he weighed at his scales P— No. 

27.207 . I sappose it was a private speculation to have 
this scales and weigh-hridge r — ^Tes. 

i?J',208. There was no other market authority here ? 

No. 

27.209. How did tho Commisioners obtain control of 
iho potato moi-ket in 1830P— On reference to tho old 
minnte books I find a committee called the “ Tnllow 
Street Committee,” anointed for the regulation of tho 
markets in January 1860, and in Octobor 1861 it was 
roaolvf^ that the onncils in charge of the Tnllow Sti-oet 
Committeo be erected in the potato market, and tho 
expense of erection to be borne, in the first instance, by 
tho committee, and when the expense of erection shaU 
be recouped, the profits of the onncU to go to the credit 
of the rates, and control to be resumed by the Oommia- 
sioners when they require. 

27.210. Who provided tho ouaoil P— Tho 'Ihillow Street 
Committee provided the onncQ at a cost of 681. Then 
Ml-. B^mie rented tho ouncil and weigh-hoaso from tho 
■jommiltee for a number of yeai-s, and paid the cora- 
fflittee the 681. In the year 1880 the Commissionors 
got a rtecreo from the harristev of quarter sessions, 


taking over the onncil, boom, and scales on their paying 
681. mr, Byrno was thon appointed weigh-waster undsr 
tho Town Commission. 

27.211. What was tho composition of tho committee 
that originally erected this weigh-house, beam, uid 
scales P— I Qouuot say ; it was boforo my time. It was 
tho old Tnllow Street ooimnitteo. 

27.212. In 1880, and between 1880 and 1886, they had 
on^ this weigh-honao, b^m, and scales and bridge? 
—That is all. In 1^6, they established an enclosed 
market place for buttor and fowl, and they established 
a hay and straw market. 'The markets are held in 
euolosod market places — the hay market and potato 
market. Tho butter imd fowl ivnd potatoes are offered 
for sale in the potato mnvkot, and the hay, straw, cool, 
fish, and vegetables in. the baymarkot. 

27.213. Where is tho hay market P — ^It is rigbt oppo- 
site to the town hoH, and tho now niarkot pl^e is in s 
largo open square. 

27.214. la it a widening of tiio stroot P— Tes. 

27.215. Is it portion of tho public thoroughfare 7— li 
is, I boliove. 

27.216. Is tho potato market a widening of the 
thoroughfare ? — 1 uoltuvo it was a groat many years 
ago. 

27.217. la it jiow P — It is tho thoroughfare now. 

27.218. Tho public oxoroiso rights over It P— Tea. 

27.219. Whore is it situated ?— It is central j it ia off 
Tallow Stroot. 

27.220. Those were oatobliahod in 1886 P — ^Tes. 

27.221. Were the Oommiaaionors at any expense in 
tho estahliabmout of tnoso P — They paid for tiie potato 
market 68Z. to Mr. Bymo, and about 2001. for 
onclosod shodK and mnrkot place. 

27.222. Was that for tho orcotion of permanent 
buildings P — ^Tos. 

27.223. ItwMnot for tho purohaso of any righto?-' 
For the erection of buildings alono j but tho righto nna 
powers of a ohortor woro purohasod for lOOJ. w 
1878. 

27.224. From whom P — From tiio lord of the manor. 

27.225. Who is he P — Mr. Hamilton. 

27.226. Did Mr. Hamilton within your recollection 
exercise any i-ights to colloction P — Never. 

27.227. At tho time of tho ostablishmenb of thU 
butter and fowl market did ho object P— There was n 
objection at all, 
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27 226. Nevortholcas, the To^rn Comnussioaers 
thought ft necossity existed for parehasiug any rights 
vested in him P— Tos ; they purchased these rights. 

27 229. Have you got the purchase deed? — Tes. 

27.230. The witness produced a patent granted m the 
ninth year of Georgo the First. It granted bo Jacob 
Hamilton the right to hold on additional fair or market 
day for ever in or near the town of Catherlogh, in the 
county of Catherlogh, namely, one additional fair nr 
market on each 23rd April, in addition to every market 
on the 11th June, unless tbo ftforesaid da^, or any one 
of thorn, should fall on Sunday, thon the additional fail- 
should be held on Monday, and on additional weekly- 
market on every Monday, together with all and every 
the tolls, customs, privilogcs, and iiumnuities what- 
soever uf tho aforesaid fair and market, suhjoot to the 
payment of thirty shillings and fourpouce. 

27.231. Ton have not got the deed yourself P — No ; it 
is in the solioitor's office. 

27,282. It was not in 1886 you made the purchase? — 
No ; in 1878. 

27,233. You have nob gob the date of the deed con- 
veying the property to you ? — No, I have not. I think 
it was t^ 22nd August 1878. 

27.231. That is a conveyance of Mr. Hamilton’s 
rights to the Town Commissioners for 1001. P — Tes. 

27,285. Subsequent to that they expended 2001. in 
Ihs erection of the butter and fowl market P — Yos. 

^,236. When yon say enclosed, is there a wall 
aronnd it P — Yes, and gates and sheds. 

27.237. When was this expenditure mode? Was it 
m 1886 P — In 1885, and finished in 1886. 

27.238. Was there any expense in the creation of the 
hay and straw market P — Yes; thCT purchased the 
rights from Mr. Lawlor for 1001. ifr. Lawlor had a 
pAlic weighing machine in the hay and straw market 
hw a number of years. 

27,289. Was it for this weighing machine they paid 
the 1001 P — The Commissioners pud him 1002. to close 
that machine. 

37.240. Did they enhsequently utilise It tbemselves P 
—They erected a new weigh-honso and purchased a 
new machine in the hay market, and tdiey are working 
it at present. 

27.241. What wss the expenditure in that market 
apwt IVom the 1002. to Mr. Lawlor P — 1102. for tho uew 
wrigh-house and weighing machine. 

27.242. And on the potato mu'ket P — 682. only. 

27.243. They did not orcct any hnildings in that 
muket P — ^None. 

27,2^. Was this tho only capital expenditure the 
Commissioners wore at P — They expended 392. lOs. in 
tho enclosed market for booms and scales. 

27.245. On which market? — The fowl and butter 
market. 

27.246. Is that in addition to the 2002. P — ^Yes, for 
beam and scales, and wooden office and table. 

^27,247. This is the only expenditure they were at P — 

27.248. Have they them all under their immediate 

oontrol at present P Tes. 

27.249. They have not let them out in uiy way P — 
No. 

27.250. Whom have you appointed in the butter and 
towlmaricet ? — We have Mr. Edward Dillon as weigh- 
®*6ter and superintendout. Mr. Thomas Collins is 
hi^)6ctor of all markets. Mr. Mcs. Heatings is weigh- 

in the new onnoil in the hay market. Mr. JoW 
nyme is weigh-maeter in tho potato market, and there 
are one or two porters. 

27,261. Do yon levy tolls at these markets P — Tos. 
W,262. When you say tolls, do you mean your 
weighing charges P— Tolls. 

27,253. Have you got a copy of them P— Yes. 

^,254. You produce this as a sehedulo of your bye- 
regulating the markets and toUs you lovjr— 


Tho following are the rules uid regulations in force 
In oonuoxioo with the markets 

Boaouan of 0.\hlow. 


MASHET BYELAWS. 

Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 62) ; 
tho Markets uid Fairs Clauses Act, 1847, 10 & 11 
Viet. c. 14). 

The Ca^w Town Cokiussiohehs hereby give public 
uotice that the business of these markets will lie 
conducted subject to the provisious of the statutes 
herein-befoi-e mentionetl, and to tho byo-ln^vs. as 
follows 

Makut Place. 

1. The market plnco shall consist uf three divisions; — 
(1.) The enclosed market for butter, com, wool, fowl, 

fish, vegotaljlus, &c. 

(II.) The moi’kot for hay, straw, coals, herrings, 
tnmips, and cabbage plants in cartB, in the hay 
market. 

(in.) The -market for potatoes, com, and buttermilk, 
ill the potato market. 

2. The moi'ket days in Cai-low shall be Monday uml 
Thursday of every week, Cbi-istmas Day excepted. 

3. Tho market place shall be open on market dnya at 

7 o’clock a.m., and on other days at 8 o’clock u.m. It 
will be closed on every day, except Saturday, in the 
mouths of Novembei-, December, and Jnnuaiy, at 
4 o’clock p.m. j in othei* months, at 6 o’clock p.m. Ou 
Saturdays throughout the year it will be closed at 

8 o’clock p.m. 

4. No Stulls or standings in the public streets shill 
henceforth be permitted. 

5. Siiaces within the limits of the market place for 
stalls end sttmdings for the sale of vegetables, fruits, 
flowers, fish, provisions, and other commodities, shall 
be let at a piico per square foot as may be agreed 
upon. 

6. A person in charge of any wagon, cart, cai-, track, 
ban'ow, or other vabiclo, -with or without a horse or 
other animal attached thereto, ahall not cua:>e or allow 
such vehicle to remain iu tho market place, or in any 
street or pussage loading thereto, for any longer time 
than shau be necessary for the sale of, or for tho 
loading or nuloadiug of, provisiona, goods, or other 
commodities. 

7. A pci-aon in ohnrgo of any wagon, cart, car, track, 
btu-row, or other vehicle, sbali not cause or allow such 
vehicle to stand or remain in the market place, or in 
any street or passage leading thereto, iu such uiauui'r 
ae to cause obstruction or inconvenience to the public 
in such market place, or street, or passage. 

8. A person reaortmg to tho market place for the sale 
of any goods, moduce, provisions, or other morketahlo 
oommoffities, wall not causo or allow sneh goods, <kc., 
to bo braught or conveyed to such market place, or to 
stand, be placed, or be exposed for sole in such manner 
ns to causo obstractiou or inconvenience to the pnbliu 
in the market place, or in any of the approaches leading 
thereto. 

9. A tenant or occupier of any building, stall, or 
standing in the market place sbaJl not cause or allow 
any goods, produce, provisious, or other marketable 
coinmodities to bo deposited or exposed for sale iu nr 
npou such building, st^, or standing, in such manner 
that they shall project beyond the line or limits of such 
building, stall, or standuig. 

10. Every tenant or ocenpier of any building, stall, 
or standing in the market place shall cause such build- 
ing, stall, or standing to be properly clatused every 
day, and shall have same mamtained iu proper and 
decent order and condition. 

Cabio-w Butieb Mabkei. 

[41 & 42 Viet. c. 52 i 10 & 11 Viet. c. 14.] 
Syelaws, 

1. The markets will be held, until f-nrther notice, on 
Monday and Thursday of every week (Ohristmus Day 
excepted), and on these days butter may be placed in 
the market at and after 7 o'clock a.m. 

2. In lump and itdl butter market, ljusiiiBS« isill coui- 
mence — in winter at 8 o’clock, in summer at 7 o'clock, 
and -will close at 10 o'clock a.m.; in firkin butter 
market, baying will oommeuce at 10 o’clock a.m. 
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3. All 6rkm butter, accordingly as it airivoB in 
raarkot, will be weigbed ou the public Boalee provided 
by the Town Oommisaioners, and the numoer and 
groes weight of each package will be marked on tho 
m-kin. 

4. When the butter will have been weighed, a ticket 
eotcing out the number and gross weight of each package 
will be handed by the weigh-maater to the seller, and 
it will be optional with buyer or seller to have the 
precise taro ascertained by having the firkin weighed. 

5. The seller will have the custody of his own hotter 
until he shall have delivered same into the p^^ion 
of the merchant who bays it, and the Commissiouers 
will incur no responsibility in regard to the safe-keeping 
of butter. 

6. A sufficient stafi’ of porters wUl be employed by 
tho Commissioners to assist in the weighing and placing 
of butter, and such poreons shall be debarred from 
accepting gratuities for their services. 

7. The following three sizes of Krkina are especially 
recommended as being most suitable for the Carlow 
Market, viz. No. 1, 70 lbs. ; No. 2, 56 lbs. ; No. 3, 
28 lbs. Tho Commissiouers consider that it would be 
greatly to the advantage of the owners of dairies to use 
white firkins. 

8. Smoking in the market is strictly prohibited, and 
any person offending against this rule will he liahlo to 
expulsion. 

9. Any person giving annoyance to others, causing 
interrapLiou to bosines-s or obstructing the offioials of 
tht market in the performance of tteir duties, will 
be removed from the market, and will he liable to 
pTOseention. 

Every person who shall offend against any of the 
foregoing byelaws shall be liable to a penalty not ex- 
cefvlmg five pounds sterling for every such offence, and 
in the case of a uontinning offence a farther penalty not 
exceeding forty shillings for each day after written 
notice shall have been given by the sanitary authority 
to snob person so offending. — Provided, nevertheless, 
that the justices in court before whom any complaint 
may be made, or any proceedings may be taken in 
respect of any snob offence, may, if they think fit, 
adjudge the payment as a pemuty of any sum less 
than the fall amonnt of the penalty imposed by this 
byelaw. 

Adopted at a meeting of the Town Commissioners of 
Carlow (of which 30 days’ public notice w»s given) held 
on the 23rd of &arch 1886, 16 members being 
present, being four over two-thirda of the governing 

Seal 

of Carlow 
Town Commission. 


James Keut. 

Town Clerk. 

The foregoing byelaws confimed by the Local Govern* 
ment ^ard for Ireland, this 19th day of June 1886, 

Local 

Government p 

Board Seal. ^ 


Hekbt Bobimsok. 
Cbables CnoKSB Kiko. 



On all goods and produce offered for sale in Carlow 
Markets, tolls as per schedule annexed, will be severally 
levied, viz.: — 


Schedule. 

Lump batter, not to exceed 
28lbs. ... 
Pirkbi butter, not to exceed 
28 lbs. . . ■ • 

Eirkin, keg, or cool of butter, 
abuvu 28 ibe. * 

Evory sack of com 
jjvory sock of potatoes • 

E; cry load of straw or hay 
Every load of coal 
Every lood of turnips, &c. 
Every pock of wool, under 
1 cwt. - * - 

Every pack of wool, ovw 1 cwt. 
end under 2 ewts. 


One penny. 

Twopence. 

Threepence. 
One penny. 
One penny. 
Twopence. 
Twopence. 
Twopence. 

Twopence. 

Fourpence. 


Every pock of wool, over 2 owts. 

and under 3 ewts. 

Every pack of wool, over 3 ewts., 
for every odditiouiil owb. or 
part of cwt. - • • 

PaV of fowl or ducks - 
Each tnrkey or goose 
Enel) h)vro or loverot 
Basket of oggs 
Bosket or box of fruit • 

Basket or box of fish 
Pair of rabbits 


- Sixpeuoe. 


On© penny. 
One hairpeuDy. 
One penny. 
One penny. 
One nal^enny 
Cue penny. 
One penny. 
One penny. 


Basket or lium])oi‘ of vogobublos One penny. 
Chum of i)uttonnilk • ♦ One penny. 

Ciu-t of onbbago or pknts - Threepence. 

Cni'b of Huh - - Sixpence. 

Adopted ut a mooting of tlio'Town OommisaionarB of 
Carlow (of which 30 days’ public notice was given) held 
on tho 21st day of Angnst 1888, 13 members being 
present, being ono over two-thirds of the governing 
body. 


Seal 

of Ooi'low 
Town Commission. 


James Kelly, 

Town Clerk. 


The foregoing tolls approved by the Local Govern- 
ment Board for Xrolimd, this 9th day of Ootober 18^. 

P 

Hemby Bobikson. 
Geqeoe Mobbis. 


Local 

Qovornmont 
Boiu-d Soul. 


Note . — Extrncte from 10 & 11 Tiot., c. 14. 

Any person except a liconsod hawker, who shall, 
within the borough of Cwlow, sell oi‘ expose for Bale, 
in any place other than the market place, except ui bis 
or her own dwelling place or ahop, any artioles io 
respect of which tolls are by the special Ait nuthorised 
to be token in the market place, shall, for every eneb 
offence, be liable to a penalty of forty shillingB. 

Every person who shall sell or expose for sale, any 
unwholesome meat or fisl), or provisions in the market, 
shall be liable to a penalty at law, and tbe inspector or 
Bonitfiry sub-officer shall be authorised to seize such 
onwholosomo moat, or fish, or provisions, and to Lave 
some carried before a justioe. 

Every person selling, or ofi'oring for sole, any articles, 
in the market, shall, if roquirod so to do by the buyer, 
cause same to be weighed or measured by the weights 
and scales or measures provided by the Town OomBiis* 
sioners ; and any such porson. who shall refuse oa 
demand to causo such articles to be weighed or measured 
in moaner aforesaid, shall be liable to a penalty of forty 
shillinga 

Any person appointed to weigh or measure any 
articles m the market pluuo, who shall refuse or neglert 
to weigh or measuro the eame when reouired, or ehsU 
foil to give to buyer or seller thereof, wuen required, s 
ticket specifying the weight of snoh nrtioles, shall bs 
liable bo a penalty of forty shillings. 

Every person who sh»dl uso wjsceno or abusive or 
insnlting langnago, or who shall assault or obstraot an; 
person appomtod for the time being to superiutend 
the market, and to keep order therein, whilst in tw 
execution of his duty, shall bo liable to a penalty « 
forty shillings. 

27.255. Were they approved of by the Local Govern- 
ment Board on the 9bh Ootobov 1888 ? — Yes. 

27.256. Are thoso the only byelaws yon have regu- 
lating tho markets P — Tho only byelaws. The* ore 
the byelaws enforced up to 18w. Tho CommissiODeii 
revised them. 

27,267. "What wore tho alterations P — Nothin but 
charging a toll instead of a weighing charge on butter. 

27.258. Have you a male restriotiiig the sole 
marketable oommo^ties elsowhere than in the mart'' 
place P— I think so by tho present byelaws. 

27.259. Are these charts at the market 

they enter the morkel P — ^xes, when they come mto t 
market they are levied 

27.260. I suppose eggs are sold in the butter 
—Yes, and butter and fowl j lump and firkin butter- 
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27, 261- Are all the different marketable commodities 
brought to Carlow confined for omostu b, and sold in 
the Wee different markets P — Com is not; ii is 
brongbt to the buyers’ stores and mills. 

27.262. Is there any public market for corn P— No, 
not that I am aware of. 

27.263. It is never exposed in the town P — ^It may in 
the street, one or two loads. They gomo ally go to the 
hnyei-s’ stores and deliver it there. A very odd snok is 
weighed in the market place. 

27.264. Do yon levy any charge on the com P — ^No. 
There would not bo 20 sacks in throe months in the 
market place. 

27,266. Do you la^ charges whobhor the commodity 
is weighed or not P — ^Yes, since October 1888. 

27.266. You have hero, “every sack of oom, one 
penny ” P — Yes, any sack of corn weighed. 

27.267. Do yon levy this charge whether your scales 
are availed of or not ? — Not in com. 

27.268. On the other commodities do you P — Yes. 

27.269. “Lnmpbntter not to exceed 28 lbs., a penny." 
If they brought batter to the market and exposed it 
for sole and sold it, but did not nscertain the weight 
at your scales, would yon levy the charge of a penny r — 
Yes, since October. Wa bavo been doing as I can 
shew yon by one of the books. 

27.270. What is the market day here P — Monday and 
Thursday. 

27.271. Have the markets always bean held on 
Monday and Thursday ? — Yes. 

27.272. Tht-y’ did not establish witbiu any recent 

riod the Thursday market P — Nu ; these are the old 

ja as long os I remember. 

27.273. Froviona to providing these enclosed market 
places were the markets held iodiscrimiaately about 
the streets of the town P — Yea. 

27.274. What led to the establishment of these new 
markets ? Were there any representations made to the 


Town Commissioners from the traders of the town or 
the jieoplo or private inhabitants P— No, I do not 
Ireliove thoi-e was. The Commiasiouers themselves 
r.honghc it would bo a good thiug to do, and they 
borrowed 3,6001. and built a very fine town ball in 
connexion with the market place. 

27,27-!i. When was (hat money liorrowedP— In the 
year 1885. 

27.276. Of that .1,6001. only 6171. 10s. was expended 
on markets ? — I'hat was all. 

27.277. Was the balance spent; in the erection of the 
town hall ? — Tos. 

27.278. As a matter of fact are these byelaws ob- 
Borved by the farmers of the people froqneniing these 
markets? — Pretty much so, except as regards the corn. 

27.279. Have yon had occasion to get this penol^ 
enforced for sales claowhoi c than in the market place P 
— No. Ws brought a case a year and a half ago, and 
did not proceed with it. By Schedule " A ’’ there was 
no toll charged on fowl, but we can charge. 

27.280. You do not collect any ? — No. 

27.281. Although yon have it inentioued on yom 
schedule P — Yes. We do not collect any tolls yet, but 
I believe the Commissioners trill immediately. 

27.282. Was it on the prerions schedato ? — It was ; 
bat we never collected it since the opening of the 
markets in the year 1886. 

27.283. 1 suppose yon wanted to foster or create the 
market ? — Toe. They may do it early in the year. 

27.284. Is the batter brought in lamps or firkins P — 
In lumps and firkins. 

27.285. Have yon any duties to perform immediately 
in connexion with the markets P — I have to examine tbu 
weigb-master’a book eveiy week, and lodge the receipts 
weekly. 

27.286. Witness then produced a doenmeut showing 
the receipts and expenditure of the markets and fairs, 
and of which the following is a copy ; — 


Local Government (Ireland) Act, 34 (k S5 Tict. c. 109. 

Arstillct of the Accomrrs of the Corlow Town Comsossiohb&s for the year ended the 31st December 1887, 
showing the Beceipts and Expenditure nnder the sevei-al heads during that period. 

RECEIPTS. EXPENDITURE. 


1867. 


Nature of Receipt. 

Amount. 


£ s. d. 

To balance in hands of (own clerk 


(onliaary), petty cash account 

0 7 Oi 

„ balance in ImndB of tuwu clerk 


(mpairs of streets) petty cash 


account ... 

1 4 5 

„ rate collected and lodged 

1,464 10 6 

„ potty Kcssions fines 

39 7 3 

„ contribntioD from Guveniment 


in lien of rates - - - 

37 8 7 

„ contrihution fruin local govern- 


nient board in aid of sanitary 


officers' salaries 

11 5 0 

„ dog tax ... 

3 9 7 

tolls— msrkcu ... 

20t; 16 7 

„ tolls— fuir green - . 

227 6 6 

,1 town hall lettings 

32 16 0 

„ sale of manure - . • 

14 6 6 

n potato market lettings - 

0 9 0 

., balaoee due treasurer 

43U IS 1 


£9.490 5 2^ 


1687. 


Natim of Expenditure. 


By balance due treasurer 
„ salaries and wages • • , 

„ BatuUU}' expenditure - - | 

„ public lamps and ligbtiiig • , 
„ watering streets 
„ water supply 

„ prioting, GtutioQcry, and advir* 

„ rents and taxes - - 

„ local govi-mnient hoard — Tor 
audit of Accounts 

„ fire eugiiie • • • 

fuel und liglu - . . 

„ law costs 

„ iiiBurancu of town ball 
„ Coataginus Diseases (Auiroals) 
Act - 

„ regnlafion of Greigue fairs 
,, rate reAiuded - 
„ town hall and market 
„ county At large ch^es 
„ Board of Public Works (Pro- 
Tisional Onlec, 1683) - 

„ Board uf Public Works— Inscal* 
meats and inti-rest of lonu 
„ repairs and loaincenanceuf streets 
„ special works on streets - 
„ fair green — works 
„ collector's poundage (t\ro years) 

„ misodtaneous • - - 

„ on hands of town clerk (ordi- 
nary) petty cash acconnt 
„ on hands of town clerk (repairs 
of streets) petty cash account 


Amount. 


£ s. d. 

871 0 10 

312 10 3 
33 14 6 
92 7 5| 
38 16 3 
17 16 lOi 


16 4 3 


S 1? 
14 14 
3 15 


247 0 9 


379 14 
40 IS 9 
12 10 1 
71 15 9 
16 13 5l 


2 11 10 
1 12 6 } 


.£2.460 5 


I certify the foregoing to be a tine Abstract of the Receipts and Eipcndibm o of the Town CommissionorB of 
»-arlow fox the year ended the 31st December 1887. 

Dated this 24th day of May 1®8. 


CocarasAT CaoKan, Auditor. 
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27.287. Are commoditieB only brought on Mondays 
and Thursdays ?— Tes ; except on a very odd day aomo 
lump batter may come in. 

27.288. But the scales arc always available P~Yos, 
and the weigh-masters there. 

27.289. Do you levy cliargos any days in tho week 
other than Mondays or Thursdays? — Yes, any day 
they come into the market place. 

27.290. As a matter' of fact do they come any other 
day ? — They do ; but a very small number of firkins or 
lamps, just a few. 

27.291. The Commissioners hero are tho a.anilary 
authority ?— Yes. 

27.292. Have yon any committee of the Town Com- 
missioners to immediately look aftov tho markets P — 
Yes, markets committee. 

27.293. Do they also look after the fairs ? — ^Yes. 

27.294. I suppose, like ordinary boards, they report 
generally to the Commission P — Generally they do. 

27.295. Besides the fowl, are there any other of the 
charges mentioned that you do not levy P— ITowl, eggs, 
fruit, and fish } anything in Schedule A under the old 
byelaw. 

27.296. You have not levied any of these yetp — Hot 
since the opening of the market, but they can do so now. 


27.297. What commodities arc usuallv hrmi«v* v 
on markoo Jayo P-Hoy. bW to„/pr£‘ ™ 
poW. 003 , cDJ'ji, bnttur (lump and firkin), venatahW 
and aumolimcs fruit. That is all, 1 boliove. ^ 

27.298. Supposing coal was brought here and snW 
but tho weight not aflcortained, would you lew a ’ 
charge P—Thoy do nob nnforcMt it on ooal either 
must bo weighed on tho ouucil. Large loads'cananl 
weigh elsewhere. 

27.290. Tlioro arc no other oniicils hi the town? 
There are two private onos. *” 

27.300. Do they over let thorn for hho ?— Thev do 

but a very odd time, though. ^ ' 

27.301. Have the OomraiBsiouera ever taken anv 
goccodings against thoso people P— No j they new 


27.302. Did they over contemplate doing so P— Na 

27.303. You only collect on. coal when weighed?- 
Yes, when weighed on tho public ouncil at either the 
potato market or hay market. 

27.304. Tor all the commodities weighed do the 

weigh-masters give a ticket ?— Yes, a printed form 
such as I produce in tho book. ' 

27.305. Witness then produced the tickets, of which 
tho following aro copies : — 


A 87. 

CauiiOW Towk Comuission. 


Oa/rlow Marleeta. 


Packs Wool. 

Cwts. qrs. tbs. Cwta. qrs. lbs. 


day of 188 . 


Weigh-maatcr. 


A 87. 

Oablow Town Commission. 


Oarhio Marleets. 
Mr. 


Packs Wool. 


Owts. qrs. lbs. Owta. qrs. lbs, 


day of 188 . 


Weigh-TtuaUr. 


CaMtOW Town Commission. 


Carloto Markets. 


_ day of _ 


Weigh-master. 


Oajxow Town Commission. 


Cfarfow Markets. 


day of _ 


W6igh^mai^sr^ 
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27 306. Did you tnako up the averaRO receipts for 
jjig pL Yes 5 from the let Jonuaiy to the 8th December, 
1981. 2s. 8d. 

27 307. These are the tolls aud weighing ohorgea P — 
Weighing charges and tolls only. 

27 808. Have yon any rents in connexion with the 
market standings or otherwise P — Hone. 

27,309. In the hatter moi'kctP — ^No. 

27,810. Have you any stalls ?— Ho. 

27,311. "Where do tho people with the fish go ? — ^To 
the potato market and bay market. 

27 312. There are no stalls erected la the hay market P 
-No. 

27 313. I suppose when they come with the fish they 
itau^ on the street P — Yes, or keep them in the carts, 
or boxes, or baskets, laid on the street. 

27.314. You have a charge on the cart of fish, hut 
you do not levy it at present ? — ^Ho. 

27.315. Did you ever levy it ? — ^No. 

27.316. On a cart of cabbages or plants yon have a 
cliarge of threepence ? — It was never levied. "We levy 
nothing that comes ondor Sohednlo A. The Gornmis* 
sioners may e^orce theso charges at the commonoe- 
meut of the new year, but they have uot done so up to 
this. 

27,817. "Will you toll me the commodities you do 
levy thorn onP — Lump bulter, firkin batter, every 
sack of potatoes, hay and straw, loads of coal, tumipa, 
&c., and for weighing wool. 

27.318. Wken you say on tumipa, hay and straw, &c., 
do you charge whether they are weighed or not P — 
They must be weighed before being bought. 

27.319. The buyer will never complete his contract 
unless tho weight is asoertaiuedp— Ho. The seller 
must be supplied with the ticket. 

27,820. Supposing a man honght a load of hay by 
bulk, would you seek for a charge if it was not 
weighed? — ^We can, bnt never do. There are odd 
loads sold by bulk laterally, but it is bad hay. 

27.321. Still you do not look for your charge P — "V7e 
do not. 

27.322. But you have a right to do so ? — ^Yes. The 
CommisBionors consider they have a right to do it. 

I suppose not half a dozen loads out of the whole 
market would he bought by bulk. 

27.323. Is the 1982. you have mentioned the gross 
receipts P — Yes. 

27.324. Could you give mo the expenditure P — 1152. 

27.325. How is that expended? — In wages. 

27,^6. Gould you give me the particulars by se^« 
eating the amount t^Johu Bymo, potato market, 
o9b ; Manrico Keatinge, hay market, 39^ ; Mv. Dillon, 
superintendent of the market, 202. The balance is for 
porters and other officials. 

27,327. Do you levy any porterage charge on the 
people P— Yes. 

27.326. Hothing hut the charges mentioned here ? — 
Yes, the charges mentioned on that schedule. 

27.329. Supposing they bring into tho potato market 
a load of potatoes the charge is a penny per sack P— 
Yes. 

27.330. Your men perform the manual work of 
weighing the sook uid putting the weights into the 
scales, 4c. ?— Yes. 

27.33L Has tJie former to perform the duty of lifting 
the sacks on to the scales and back again P — 5ne or two 
porters attend tho potato market, and they are paid a 
halfpennj a sack by the fanner. 

W,332. How, supposing the farmer considers he is 
well able to do thia work himself, and can save a half* 
penny a sack, or sixpexice on the load, if there were 
12saclm unit, can he do so? — ^He should have some 
help, 

27,833. If he has help of his own P — Y ee. 

. 27,33A It is not compulsory to employ porters P — It 
IB not; bnt they gener^y do employ them for rolling 

the bags to and from the cart. 

StiD it b optional with them to do bo? — 


27.336. Supposing thoy do not employ these men 
would they be pnt to any inconvenionoe ou a subsequent 
market day ? — They would not, tho weigh-master Mr. 
Byrne can tell you. 

27.337. "V7ithLn what limits would you say these 
markotablo commodities come here P— I would say 
from 6 to 10 or 12 miles. 

27,3!^. Do you keep any record of the quaatity of 
the diUhrent commodities brought here P — We do not. 

27,339. I suppose you keep a block P— Yea, a block 
of tho number of lumps and number of firkma of 
batter, but wc never check them to find tho quonti^. 


27,340, If the people lose the ticket they get do* 



37.341. Do your men keep any record of the current 
prices of the commodities? — They do not. 

27.342. They do not give it to the neirepapera? — Ho. 
In some casas Mr. Dillon outers tho price of the lump 
batter in tho block. There b no recoil kept of tho 
prices. 

27.343. That b when the buyer or seller asks to have 
it made up ? — Yes. 

27.344. You have a rule hero which if broken there 
b a penalty of 40s. attached. Had you ever ocoosion 
to enforce that? — Once or twico the Commissioners 
thought it necessa^ to do so. They may enforce it 
with the new year if occasion requires it. 

27.345. Does the sollor as a rule object to weigh at 
the Coinmissiouera scales and bridge? — The sellers of 
wool do. 

27,3<i6. "What reason do you assign for that? — They 
do not liketo pay the charge, 

27.347. Brevioos to the Gommbslonora acquiring tho 
rights these people could sell without payment of any 
charge ? — ^Yes. 

27.348. Have you heard them complaining that it b 
a harfship on them P— Ho. I do not think! did, with 
the exception of wool. It b the only thing that b a 
little high. All wool b not weighed at the market 
place. They generally go to the buyer's stores. 

27.349. Are all potatoes weighed at the market place P 
— 1 believe so, and all butter with toe exception of odd 
lumps and firkins that go to the stoi’cs. 

27.350. Lamp butter is brought to tho shopkeepers ? 
— In some cases, and some firkins go to toe stores on 
other days than the market day. 

27.351. Have the OommbsionerB any duty to perform 
in connexion with tho fairs P— Yes. 

^,352. How did they acquire too fair rights? — 
Under toe Public Health Act, 1878, aud got the 
approval of the Local Oovemment Board to the scale 
of charges enforced at the fair green. 

27,353. "Witness then produced a schedule of the 
charges of which toe following is a copy : — 

Oamow Pair Gruk. 


ScALR of Tolls in force on entry of cattle, 4c., to 
Carlow Pair Greer, adopted the 28th Pebrnary 1879- 


For every cow, hull, 4c. 

,, calf under years 

2d. each. 

old 

Id. 

,, fht pig - 

,, small pig * 

,, load of small pig - 

Id. ., 

\d. .. 

3d. .. 

,, sheep or lamb 

,, horses, mules, or 

id. „ 

jennetts 

3d, „ 

„ OSS - • - 

Id. „ 

,, stallions 

6d. „ 


Jases Hbllt, 

Carlow, 14th December 1888. Town Clerk. 

27.354. Have you any rules oi* regulations in con- 
nexion with tho fair green? — Ho, except the scale of 
tolls. 

27.355. When was it they first acquired toe right P 

The fair green was token on lease for 40^ a year on the 
31st January 1879. 

27.356. Prom whom? — Prom William H. Boake. 


P p 2 
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27,357. Ib this an encloBed fair groon P— Yea. 

27,858. la there a wall aroond it P— TTo, a woodea 
ftling. ^ , 

27,359. la it maoadamiscsdP— No. It ib a green nold. 


27,360. Whatia the extent of it?— I think it is six 
acres, bnt I am not reallj snre. 

27 361. Did the CJommiaaioneEre gob a loMe of jtP— - 
Yes,’ for 31 years ; and the appro\;al of the bocal 
Government Board was obtained in 18' 9. 

27.362. I see th« scale of tolls was adopted on the 
26th PuhniaryP — Yes. 

27.363. Are these tolls with the approval also of the 
t/ocal Govorument Board P — ^Yes. 

27,364r. "Were they at any expense in connexion with 
these ?— They were. On the 27th January the Oom- 
miaaioners leased a poas^e and house for a caretaker 


at 81. per annom. 

27,365. Prom whom?— From Mr. MoQuaid, md the 
approval of the Local Government Board was obtained 
on the 12th Pebroary 1880. 


27,366. What expense were yon at?— A wooden 
paling was erected around the fair gi’een and from 
55 to 60 iron sheep pens placed in it ; two large sentry- 
boxes for the collection of tickets at the gates and a 
large entrance gate and wicketa and some repap to 
the ground such as levelling. Tho total cost of per- 
manent works to the fair green was 650i. 


27 367. Expended on what you have just mentioned ? 
—Yes. 

27.368. Was there any loan obtained for that ? — No. 
The fairs committee appointed on the 30th July 1879 
borrowed the sum from tne National Bank on theu* own 
personal security. 

27.369. 'rhey had not anything to do directly with 
the Commissioners P — They were members of tho Com- 
mission at the time. 

27.370. It was not in their official capacity they 
acted but in the capacity of tinders in the town ? — As 
Town ConuniBsionora. 


27,371. They borrowed the money on their own 
ssourity P — ^Yes, from tho National Bank. 


27,372. That amoont was expended on the fur green ? 
—Yes. 


27.373. What security did thev givcP — Their own 
personal seonrity, joint and soveral. 

27.374. Is there any of the loan remaining unpaid? — 
A committee meeting of the board was held on the 
30th July 1879, and a resolmion passed authorising the 
fair committee to receive tiie tolls and revenues until 
SDch time as the debt in establishing the new fairs and 
patting the fair green in order be clear^ off, such 
receipts to he applied for the purpose of liquidating tho 
debt, and the <teot being licjuidated the fair green was 
handed over to Che Oomnusaioners on the 6^ July 
1886. 


27.375. It was then the fairs committee who mode 
this capital expenditore and obtained the lease P — ^Yos. 

27.376. The lease was not made direrlly to the Town 
Commissioners ?— Yes, but the committm was autho- 
rised to collect the toll and look after the fair green. 


27.385. Do you obtain the approval of the LomI 
Government Board P — ^Yes, we got the approval of the 
Local Govommont Board at the time to it. 

27.386. Have you got thoir order hero ?— I have act. 

27.387. Wliat fail's were held previous to the eata- 
hlishmont of tho monthly I’nix-s P— I forget the dates of 
them. 

27.388. How many in all wero hold P — About eight 
fairs ui tbo year. 

27,889. That in provioos to the ostabllshmenb of the 
monthly fairs ? — Yos. 

27.390. Do you romomlior at any period there 

less than oignt fail’s held hero P — ^No ; that was the 
number. Tho 20th March fair was hold a couple of 
miloB outside, in a place called Polintine, and it wu 
brought in horo. 

27.391. When was it brought in bore?— I do nob 
exactly know. 

27.392. What time would yon say P — Before 1870, at 
all events. It was Mr. Wm. Burko had the patent; 
they used bo bo held in his demetme. 

27.393. No bolls were levied on these fairs P — Not till 
1879. 

27,394'. They were all hold on tho streets up to that 
time ? — ^Yos. 

27.395. Have you any rule restricting the sale of the 
animals elsowbore than in tho fair green P— No.. 

27.396. Have yon any rules posted up P — No rules or 
byelaws. 

27.397. Is that fair green availed of P— Yes, very 
much. 

27.398. They do not soli oleewhore P— Never, only in 
tho fair grocu. 

27.399. Have yon got a pig fail* here tUo day previous 
to the ordinary fair P — ^Yea. 

27.400. Are tolls levied on tho pig fair dayP-^Yes. 
27,'Wl. Aro pigs over brought in the ordinary fair 

day P — ^Novoi’, unless some sm^l pigs (bonhams). 

27,-l'02 Havo you gob any standings on fair days?— 
No. ^^'o havo a list of the tolls levied at the fain 
posted through tho fair green and ontaido the galas. 

27, -103. Have you tho other schodnlo posted in the 
market place P— Yes, largely posted. 

27.404. Have yon gob a weighbridge capable of 
weighing cattle P — Yes,- in. the potato market. 

27.405. Haro yon got a railing round it P— Yes; it 
was got np lately at n cost of 5{. 

27.406. In addition to tho other expenses P — Yes. 

27.407. Havo yon weighed any cattle P— Just a few 
only. 

27.408. I SCO on small pigs tlio ohargo is threepenca 
each load as they ontor P — Yos. 

27.409. Supposing thoso pigs nro sold, would yon 
levy any addxuonal chorgo wlion they arc coming ontr 
— No ; there is only tho riinrgo whou they enter. 

27.410. On entry is it at tho gate the mimoy « 
collected P — ^Yos, we have liu'go sontry boxes outada. 
The farmers purchase the tickets thei-o, and give them 
np at tho gate as they aro going in. 


27.377. Yon have produced a copy of the tolls levied. 
Are these tolls levied on tho anim^ as they enter Uie 
fair green ? — As they enter. 

27.378. Were tolls ever levied only on tho animals 
actually sold P— No. 

27.379. Previous to the establishment of this fair 
green were tolls levied at the fairs P — No ; tho fairs 
were bold in the streets. 

27.380. Up to 1879? — ^Yes. The 6rsb fhir was held 
in the fair green on the 4th May 1879. 

27.381. What fairs are at present held hero P— 
Monthly fairs and two old fairs ; 14 in all. 

27.382. What dates ? — On the fonrth Wednesday of 
every month, except the one in March, which is held on 
the 26th' of that month. 

27,883. What are the two old fairs P — The 4di May 
and 8th November. 

27,384. When were tho monthly fairs e.<itAbliBhed P 

In tbe year 1878, the latter end of 1878, under the 
Fairs apa Markets Act of 1847, 


27.411. Have you gob any of tho tickets bore P — No. 

27.412. You never consider whether the animal is 
Babserpioutly sold or not? — No. 

27.413. Wiie there any groat opposition to the pay- 
ment of these charges when first levied by the Oomm“' 
siouors P — ^I'horo was a little at the fix-eb fair or secona, 
but it dioil away after that. 

27.414. Do the farmers boro considor that they 
willingly pay the charge when given a return for 
They have a very goud return bhox’e ; it is a very gw® 
ground, a grass field for the cattle to stand on. 

27.415. There is no accommodation there P— No. 

27.416. What is tiie nearest fair to Carlow whore tolk 
arc levied? — Kilkenny. It is tho same system tiie« 
and the same rate of tolls. Tbe total receipts from tM 
fair green were 227Z., and tbo expenditure about oot m 
round numbex'B, rent and wages. 

27.417. Have you any rents to pay in connexion wi^ 
the markets P — ^Tho town hall and market place ar® 
rented as one plot for 301. per annom. 
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27.418. What do yoa pay for the batter market P— It 
id joined -with the town ball. 

27.419. la it the basement of the town hall P — Yea. 

27.420. The 301. ia for the entire boilding P — ea. 

27.421. Wliat portion of tlm 301. in allotted for the 
market portion P — About 101. 

27,'^. You would eetimate it at 101. P — Yee. 

27.423. Have you any remarks to make as to what 
yon think would be au improvement if it was effected 
m the markets or fairs P — I have not. The markets 
work very well. 

27.424. Do yon Uiink the people, the ftumiea's and 
bnjers, are all disposed to avail themselves of the 
markets here P — ^Yes, generally they are. 

27.425. Is the market a good one ? — Tea ; we have 
very large markets. 


27.426. In whni, ooniniodity principally P — Butter and 
com. It is a very large com market 

27.427. From what districts are the nniinals brought 
to the fairs by the fBrmers P — Prom the co. Kildare. 
Wicklow, \\ fxlord, Kilkenny, Queen’s Oounty, and 
Carlow. 

27.428. Withiu what radius ? — Alwut 10 miles. 

27.429. From the short experience you have had of 
these fairs here and the markets, do you consider that 
the levying of a toll acts in any way as a deterrent on 
the people bringing commodities to the markets or 
animals to the fairs r— I think not. 

27.430. You have found no falling ofl' in the supply P 
—No. 

27.431. How much of the 3,6001. is paid off P— There 
is 3,2161. 13s. 4d. outstanding. 


Mr. EowAnc Dillok examined. 


27.432. You are the butter woigh-master P — Yea. 

27.433. What scales are provided in butter 
ms-ketP — We have a scales for lump batter and a 
scales for firkin batter, and there is another large scales 
for weighing com. They ore all in one area. 

27.434. If they desire to ascertain the weight of a 
sock of corn is it to the butter market they go r — It is ; 
it is one market. 

27.435. You do not keep any record of the cmntity 
of butter brought to the market P — Certainly. We have 
a book with blocks and tickets. 

27.436. You never tot up the amount P — Yes, every 
week. 

27.437. Yon return it in that small book to Mr. Kelly P 
—Yes. 

27.438. Have you got tasters in the batter market p — 
No, the buyers themselves taste. 

27.439. Have they over complained of that or would 
they rather rely on their own experience P — I have been 
peaking this day to one of the principal butter buyers 
and he said he would not advise a taster. He says the 
system we have is going on very satisfactorily. 

27.440. Who classifies the hotter P — ^Thoro ia no clas* 
sification. They give the owner of the butter the price 
they think it is worth. 

27.441. Is all the bntter sold before it is weighed, 
or do you weigh it before being sold? — We weigh it 
first. 

27.442. All the butter is weighed and then arranged 
Mar the wall for the buyers to view it P — Yea. 

27.443. It ia in return for the ticket you get your 
charge P — Yes. 

27.444. Is that twopence? — It is threepence for a 
firHu. 

27.445. That is over 28 lbs. — Yes. 

27.446. Id there any porterage charge in connexion 
with the bntter P — None. 

27.447. That the seller has to pay P — None. 

27.448. Has ho to pay a charge to porters? — No. 
We have several men employed there to put the butter 
in the scales. 

27.449. Bo you drain the butter before weighing it P 
-We do. 

27.450. Have you coopers employed? — No. The 
assistants drain it They take the lids off and press 
the firkin and keep it draining for a considerable time 
licfore it is weight. 

27.451. Still it is nob completely cboiiied, or is all the 
pickle out of it P — Almost 1 think 

27.452. When weighing batter what ia the lowest 
weight you weigh down to, or do you weigh dovm to 
4 lU. P — "W 0 do the lump butter. 

27.453. What is the lowest w^ht yon put iu the 
^les for batter? — A pound. Tuere is no fraction 
below a pound. 

27.454. You weigh down to a pound ? — I do. 

27.455. Bo you weigh the empty firkin P — If they 

bring it hook I will. 

27,4-56. That is very seldom done, I suppose?— Very 
seldom. 


27.457. What is the estimated tare of the firkin ?— 
The tare is generally printed in the firkiu by the 
cooper. 

_ 27,458. Yoa do not put the estimated tare on the 
ticket? — No, only the gross weight. 

27.459. Do you ever pub it on the firkin itself? — Yes. 

1 nuerally marked on the firkiu the number of tho 
ticket and the weight. 

27.460. With chalk P— With marking stuff. 

27.461. As well as putting it on the ticket P —I put it 
in ink on the ticket. 

27.462. Do you always give a ticket, or only one when 
required P — I nlwa 3 'S give a ticket, 

27.463. Is there any deduction for soukage in the 
butter market? — Eeally I could not tell for certain 
what the buyer does. I gencrully give the gross weight 
when tho firkiu is droiuM. 

27.464. You have no cognizance of what deduotion 
there is !rom the gross weight licaides the actual tare 
branded on the firkiu P — I heard there are 2 lbs. which 
they generally bake, but I could not tell fur certamty. 

27.465. You have only beard it is 2 lbs. ?— Yes. 

27.466. Did you ever hear what that 2 lbs. was for, or 
was it for additional soakage P — Yea, ami waste and salt 
in the bottom of the firkins. 

27.467. Have they bod any arguments over what 
additional allowance would be made?— I never heard 
any. 

27.468. But you think the cuBtomary allowance is 

2 lbs. ? — I heard so. 

27.469. You say the buyers would prefer the present 
coarse of classifying butter or buying it according to 
their own experience P — I have been told so by the 
buyers. 

27.470. They do not require any official cloBsificntlon 
ofibP — No. 

27.471. Down to what weight do you weigh the lump 
butter P — Down to a quarter pound. 

27.472. Bo yon ascertain the weight nnder the quor* 
ter pound ? — I do not. I do not give anything less thiur 
a quarter. 

27.473. Is there any deduction from that weight P— 
None whatsoever. 

27.474. You weigh it in its natural state ? — Yes. 

27.475. If any clings to the scales in hot weiither 
there is no deduction P — It cannot cling to the scales. 

27.476. The charge on lump butter whev. the weight 
does not exceed 28 lbs. is Id. V— Yes. 

27.477. Over that is the charge 2d. P — Nn, but 3d. 

27.478. 1 suppose they seldom bring a firkin under 
28 ll>8. Yon have in the schednle a firlan of bntter not 
to exceed 28 lbs. 2d., but that is never brought in P —1 
never saw an instance of it, 

27.479. You weigh com sometimes ? — ^Yes. 

27.480. What is the lowest weight you weigh corn 
with ? — A pound. 

27,^1. Down to a poimd ?— Yes. 


27,482. What is the estimated tare of the sack r— 
They generally bring book the empty sack. 

P p 3 
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27.483. What is the ousbomary weight of the sack P — 
i or S lbs., sometime 6 lbs. 

27.484. Did yon ever estimate the tare of the sack P— 
I often weighed the empty sack. 

27.485. Did you ever estimate the tare and not weigh 
the sack P— Never. 

27.486. Do you know from your own knowledge of 
transactionB between buyers and sellers any deductions 


from tho weight other thoai tho tare of tho sack after 
tho price had boon agreed upon P — I never heard of it. 
Sometimos they do not weigh tho sack, but bulk it 
between Ao buyer and aoller. 

27.487. Aro these tho tickets you give?— Tos. 

27.488. Tho witness thou produced tho tickets, of 
which the following arc copies 


Oaulow Tows Oommissiok. 


Oarlow Ma/rlcats. 


Firkins Butter. 

Ovta. qre. Its. Cwtt. qn. U)s. 


. day of _ 


WeigTi^atier, 


Oahlow Town Oomkission. 


Oarhv) Markela. 


Firkins Butter. 

Orta. qn. lbs. Cwta. qrs. lbs. 


_ day of _ 


Weiglt-maiter. 


A 8997. 

Oablow Town Oomuission. 


Oarlow MarJuta. 

Mr. 

Lumps Butter. 

lbs. weight. 

lbs. weight. 

lbs. weight. 

day of 188 


Weiglt-master. 


A 8997. 

Caulow Town Oomhission. 


Oarlow Markota. 

Mr. 

Lumps Butter. 

lbs. weight. 

lbs. weight. 

lbs. weight. 

day of 188 . 

Weigli-matlw. 


27.489. Could you tell me what pcr*ceutage of the 
butter is aotnally sold in the market on market days P 
—Very nearly all the butter brought into the butter 
mai'ket. 

27.490. Supposing some romained unsold have you 
storage accommodation for it P — No. It is not allowed 
to bo stored. 

37.491. Is there any rule in the market to that effect P 
— There is in the byelaws. 

27.492. Did any of the sellers ever ask you to store 
butter for tbemP — Yes. 

27.493. And yon refused P — I complied on ono ooca- 
eiou. It was only to keep tho butter for one or two 
days. 


27.494. Did you levy any charge P — No. 

27.495. Did the people ovor complain of the want of 
storage accommodation there P — They did, hut on a 
very few occoeions. Scavooly any batter remains 
unsold. 

27.496. Could yon giro any idea of the quantity, just 
a rough approximato idea of quantity brought in 
during the season or in tho year, or have yon had 
experience of any other butter markets P— No. 

27.497. Then you could not di-aw any oomparison 
between thorn? — I could not vrith any amount of 
accuracy. 


Mr. John Btone examined. 


27.498. You weigh at potatoe scales P — ^Yes. 

37.499. You only weigh potatoes P — Yes, jmd some* 
times corn, hut very seldom. 

27.500. All tho potatoes brought here to Carlow ore 
expued in the potato market P — Yes. 

27.501. They are not exposed elsewhere P — ^No, unless 
portioa bought them in other parts of tho town, and 
they may not oome to the market. 


^,602, Supposing a shopkeeper in tho town, or a 

? >rivate individual, purohasod somo potatoes from * 
armer and got them delivered on market day, would 
you seek for any charge P — fos, a penny per hag. 

27,503. Would you seek for a charge if they did not 
oome to the market, and were not exposed 
market, but delivered ou' market day P — There would be 
no charge in that case. 
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27 5W. Too only oolieot your charge when the 
potatoes are weighed ?— Yes. 

•■’7 fiOS. if exposed in the market square and not 
weighed would you Icuy any charge ?— Not up to this. 

27 506. Are the potatoes all sold before they are 
weighed P — Yes. 

27 507. Your charge is a penny per sack P — Tea. 

27 508. Do you over naoertaiu the actual taro of the 
ompty sock ?— No. They genemlly allow half a atone 
for liagH ami a stone for largo ones— that is when they 
arc over a barrel, which is 24 stono. 

27 5Qfl. What would bo tho quantity in a sack of 
potatoes for which you allow aovon pounds tare P — About 
20, or 17 and 18 stone. 

27 510. Would tho taro be tho same on a fine day os 
on a' wet day when tho sack is couiplotoly saturated 
with wet P— It would be different. 

27 511. What additional allowance would be made P — 
Thei'e is no allowance mode then. 

27.512. The tare is the same then on a wet day as a 
fine day P — Yes. 

27.513. Supposing the sackbeoame completely satura- 
ted with wet, would tho buyer require any additional 
deduction P— I never saw him requiring any more. 

27.514. Did yon ever hoai- a coao of it ? — I did twice 
or (diree times. 

27.515. Do yon keep a block of the tickets P— Yes. 

27.516. Do you give printed tickets P — Yes. 

27.517. Did you ever mark the weight on tho sock 
itaolfp— Yea, if tho man required it. If tho sooka were 
going to different places I would mark each sack. 

27.518. Ton have nothing whatever to do with tho 
portora who get the charge of a half-penny ?— No. ITie 
fanners and others who come in pay them } sometimes 
they give them nothing. 

27.519. It is compulsory on tho farmers to engage 
these porters P — No. 

27.520. Supposing they did not engage any porters, 
would they be put to any great inconvenience the next 


day they would come in with a load of potatoes P — They 
would not. 

27.521. You, however, have nothing to do with these 
portors ? — No. 

27.522. Did yon ever make op the tickets for the 
people P — No, unless it was reqnu^. 

27.523. Do they require it in some cases P — ^Yes. 
Some would roquiro it and moro would not. 

27.524. Yon charge nothing luldiiional forthatP — ^No. 

27.525. Wheu docs tho ijotato market usaolly begin P 
— About eight o'clock in the morning, and it terminate 
at one — a very large market at two. 

27.526. Haro yon only one beam and scales there P — 
Tes. 

27.527. You have on onncil also P — Yes. 

27,528-9. Whnt do you chnrgo for weighing at the 
ouBcil P — Twopence a load for coals. 

27.630. Is it only cools yon weigh? — Coals and 
turnips, hay and straw. 

27.531. The charge is twopence a load irrMpeotive of 
the commodi^ in the load P — Yes, nnlcss it is a small 
donkey load of cools, and then the charge is a penny. 

27.532. Would you weigh the empty cart for that P — 
Ym. 

27.583. After tho commodity has been delivered, and 
before tho scUur came to hare the empty cart weighed, 
did ^ou ever detect any frauds being eommitt^ by 
putting on lighter wheels, or changing the cart, or 
someting like that?— Well, I did lieor complaints, bat 
very aeldom. 

27.584. What were they? — They would leave some 
boards off the cars coming back to bo weighed. 

27.535. Ton say it is very seldom they complained of 
that P — ^Yee. 

27.536. Have any prosecutions resnlted &om that P— 
None. 

27.537. You never had occaelon to prosecute any 
person yourself ? — ^No. 


Mr. Thomas Oottnis examined. 


27.538. You are the superintendent of tho markets? 
— Tes. 

27.539. Do the people expose the commodities else- 
where than in the places provided by the Town Corn- 
missioners ? — ^they do. 

37.540. Where P — As to the butter, they go to the 
different shops in tho town and selling it without 
coming to tho market-place, and also tho ftikin butter. 
They go to the difToronc stores bolonging to thobuyeiu, 
and do nob go to the market at all. 

27.541. Are there any other commodities P— As to 
potatoes, very little of them goes to the market and 
are weighed and sold in the markote. 

27,5^. You say the groat miyority of them are sold 
elsewhere P— They generally go to the market with 
very few excoptions. 

27.543. Do you think if the butter was all brought 
to the market place and exposed there, and an 
opportunity given to all the bnyors to compete with 
one another, that the farmer wonld get a bettor price 
than sendiim it to a private individual in the first 
instance ? — fdo believe ne wonld. 

27.544. Did you ever hoar any expression of opinion 
on that by the people of the town P — Not by the people 
of tho town, bat by country people — the sellers. 

^,545. Where is the fowl market hold? — In tho 
IjQtter market. 

27.546. Did you ever hear complaints of the fowl 
market and tho butter market being in one concern P — 
I did not, because tb^ do not clash. The fowl market 
is held early, end the fowl cleared away before the 
hatter market commouccs. 

27.547. Did yon ever hear complaints of forestalling 
of any of the commodities? — No. It would not be 
allowed. 

27.548. Do the fowl buyers ever go ont and meet tho 
farmers or farmers wives coming in with fowl P — They 
did, and they thought to do an iiyury to the market. 


27.549. Has that ceased P — It has. 

27.550. Were any steps taken to prevent it?— -Yes; 

I took every step to abolish that. 

27,651. What steps did you take ? — By being early 
and detecting anyttiug that ooemred, and reporting ft 
to the sanitary authorify. 

27.552. Toll me some things yon detected ? — They 
went out, even ontside the bounds of the borough, and 
iMught fowl, and did tboir best to strive and injure the 
tolls of the market if tho sellei's came in. 

27.553. "What steps did you take to prevent it? — I 
reported tho matter to the Oommissioners, and they 
mode orders to assist mo in carrying out that. 

27.554. Were your complaints to the CommisBianera 
the means of stopping that practically? — Principally 
they wore. 

27.555. Did the CommissioneTs take any steps ?— Not 
up to the present. In consequence of tho tolls not 
being ^ally erronged, they did not take any steps by 
law. 

27.556. However, that system of forestalling has 
ceased? — Yes. 

27.557. When it wss practised, did you hoar tho 
farmers complaining of it ?— Some of them wonld and 
more wonld not. 

27.558. You think, from your experience of this 
place, it is better to have a properly enclosed market, 
and confine the sale and exposure of commodities to 
that bnUding ; and you think also that better prices 
could be obtained for the different commodities F— 
I do. 

27,669. Did you hear many complaints when tho 
marlmts were held indiscriminately about the streets of 
the town P — ^Yos. 

27,560. Where the potato market and the hay and 
straw ntfirkot aro held is the public thoroughfare ? — 
There is a portion of the potato market the public 
tiioTOUghfare. 

P p 4 


Printed image digitised by the University' of Southampton I .ibrary Digitisation Unit 
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



304 


■27,561. 'Who deanaup the place P— The weigh-mautor 
geba it cleaned tip. 

27.562. Who cleanfl the hay market P— There is a 
porter in the market, who cleans the market every day 
■when the market b over. 

27.563. Did yon ever hear complainte by the people 
of the town that it has not been cleaned np within a 
short period P— No, bDcanse the man is in ch»ge, and 
must do it. 

27.564. Did you ever hear of any obstruction canaed 
to the pnblio by the markets being hold on the 
thoroughfare ?— No. There is a place set apart off the 
public thoroughfare for the market. 

27.565. Are there any standings on fair days abont 
the fair green P — No. 

27.566. Do any itinerant detJers come P — They do on 
fair days. 


27 ,.567. Do you levy any charge ? — Not np to this. 

27.568. Do yon purpose doing it ?— 1 think the Ton-n 
Oommissionera intend to do it. 

27.569. [The CommiBBioner io the Town Chrk.) Is there 
any charge, Mi‘. Kelly P — ^None. 

27.570. Do you intend to levy any oharge P— No. 

27.571. Ah a matter of fact, do they come in P— Yes 
on fair days. 

27.572. Arc they belonging to tho town P— Some 
arc. 

27.573. Would you aav the majori^ are not bolonging 
to the town P — Yes ; tlioy oomo distances from other 
towns. 

27.574. Have they hawkors’ liceiiflosP— I am snro 
they must have ; I do not know. 

27.575. You issuo no llcensoa at all P — ^No. 


Jiimr Ftw yown, Esq., Borough Magistrate, examined. 


27.576. You are the chairman of tho Town Commis- 
sioners ?— Yes. 

27.577. I suppose yon were on the Commission when 
tho mnrkets were established P— .Yes. 

27.578. Did you and tho Commissioners think that a 
nsoeseitT exist^ for proper oontrol to be erercisod over 
ihc markots P — Wo did, 

•27,579. Have they materially improved since the 
OomniisHionerB became the market aatboriiy P — Wc 
believe tho markets improved. The market place and 
new monthly fairs are a great sucoras, a signal sacccss, 
especially tho pig fairs, ^e pig fairs are held on the 
Tuesday before the first Wednesday of every month, 
and they are going on improving every year. 

27.580. Have yon had experLence of markets and fairs 
other than those in Carlow ? — No. 

27.581. Yon have not done business at any of them P 
—No. 

27.582. Prom the experience yon have gathered here 
of the markets and fairs, do yon think if the same 
eyatcni were adopted elsewhm'e and at all markets and 
fairs, to bare a properly enclosed market and fair green, 
that it wonld tend to improve and benefit them P — 
From the experience 1 have had of Carlow I say yes. 

27.583. Yon object to markets being held on the 
public thoroughfare P — X think it is a decided benefit 
to have them in the market place. 

27.584. With a rale confining the sde of them to the 
market place ? — Quite bo. 

27.585. From your conversations with the farmers 
and those coming to the town from the oonntry do yon 
think the farmers would have any objection to pay a 
Hmr.ll charge for the maintenance and erection of that 
building P— I may say when strildog out and arranging 
the hyeiaws the Commissioners adopted the principle 
of makin^harges iu the m^ket places for what they 
weigh. They have acquired the right of chwging 
tolls, br.t as a principle they adopted the rule or 
merely making a oharee for what they weigh, honoe, 
tbougb they have had the power to raise toUS on fowl 
imd other commodities they have not enforced these 
rules £0 far, and only made charges for weighing com, 
butter, potatoes, wool, and a few other commodities. 

27.586. They only charge when these commodities 
lire weighed?— Yes. They have the power to require 
all commodities to be weighed and to pay tolls, but 
they h:ive not enforced that rule. 

27.587. Yon think the appliances they have provided 
arc availed of generally P — Certainly. 

2 ',588. Do you think in every market place the 
proper course in order to or»te greater confidence 
l)t-twoon buyer and seller, is that the commodity should 
lie weighed at a public scales and not at a private 
onncil or scales ? — We considered it very desirable. 
There is a question as regards the com. The corn 
ti ail ‘ is very heavy and there is an opinion as to 
weighing the com in the public interest. There is a 
genrlcman here who is engaged largely in the corn 
trade, and he could give you some information on that 
bond. There is an opinion as to the expediency of 
having the corn weighed in the pnblic markets, and so 
far we have not enforced the rule, but it is a question 


as to whether tho Gommiasionors will do so, having 
regard to tho prosperity of the corn trade. 

27.589. Having regard to the byolaw and charge in 
corn, do you think that would deteriorate from the com 
market here, and make those people not resort to 
itP — Some of the Oommissionora arc of opinion it 
would cause delay. 

27.590. Yon do not think of stopping the present 
anp^dv for tho sake of tho charge ? — Not on acconnt of 
the charge, but the prinoi])a1 thing in it wonld he a 
delay and they might not dcsiro tho charge. Atony 
rate it wonld bo a dangerous experiment to require 
corn to be weighed, and tho Cotomissiuuors so far are 
apprehensive of trying that as an experiment. 

27.591. From tho soocoss of tho markets here you 
do not think that tho compulsory exaction of a chiu-ge 
deters people from bringing a commodity, if an 0 (u- 
onate retnm is given ! — 1 do not think so. As regards 
tne com I should also state that the principal ui&uliy 
in the way of enforcing the rale would be the inade- 
quacy of tho area of the market place. The com could 
only be weighed in the enclosed market, and that is 
not BufSciently large to give proper accommodation to 
formers bringing in their corn. 

■ 27,592. Do you think the space and extent of the 
other markets wonld be sufficient P— No. They are 
sufficient for their prosent purposes. 

27.593. Having regard to the development of the 
butter market are tho other markets insufficient P— I 
consider the space for tho butter market quite suffi- 
cient for the purpose of tho buttor market. 

27.594. Now, when you say tho hay market mid the 
potato market you mean the public thoroughfare where 
the market is held, or whore they collect to expose the 
oommoditiea P — You should understand tho bay market, 
although an open space, is not the actual thoroughfare. 
It is out of the thoroughfare. Thoi o are thorou^fares 
at either side of the morkot square, but the market is 
held in the centre whore there is no thoronghfare. It 
is a largo open spoco. There is no iiiteiTUption of the 
puhlio thoroughfare, and it is Mr. Oollins’ dnty to see 
there is no obstruction, and ho koops the thoroughfare 
clear at .both sides. The samo thing applies m the 
potato markoc ; it no iiitorruption to the moroughfare. 

27.595. Are tho three markets convenient to the 
trading portion of tho town P — Tlio butter market is 
contiguous, and tho other markotn convenient to the 
town. It was bettor to consult tho benefit of the 
people generally, and hence the OommisBionors decided 
to hold the potato market in tlie place where the 
potato market was always held, and leave the ouncOs 
there for the pnrposo of weighing cool, and they also 
decided for tho same reasons to hold tho butter market 
in the lower portion of tho town near tho hay market. 
I might say before tho establishment of the markets 
there was a butter orsne quite near the present markete. 
This enclosed butter market is quite close to that 

lace where the crane was held. There was no flrkie 
utter market until the market was established. 

27.596. Leaving out of qncstion your capaoitv fs 
chairman of tho Town Commissioners, do you think tl^ 
markets and fairs are better managed if the control is 
vested in the local authority and not have them in the 
hands of a private individual, or in other words, would 
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voa be in favour of local authorities throughout tho 
Luntry obtaining powers to ac<^uire indiTidnal rights P 
—Certeinly- 1 am strongly in iavour of that. 

27 597- You think the united elforts of the geutlomou 
on the board would tend bo develop and lend to bettor 
management of the markets and fairs P— Certainly. 
They would safeguard the public interest and see 
everytUng carried on properly, and jnstico done be- 
tween the buyer and sellor, I have a strong opinion 
as regards the manuor in which the dntics are performed 
by the several inspoctors, yonhave heard, and I believe, 
they administer justice fairly, accurately, and most con- 
Bcieuliously in the weighing of the different commo- 
dities. They are painstaking men, and the Commis- 
sioners are anxious by personal supervision and by the 
inspection of tho members of the fairs and markets 
commitlee to see the inspectors perform their duties 
accurately and carefully. 


27 598. Ton would not apf>rovo of the Commissioners 
* at any time sub-letting the tolls here ?— Certainly not. 
27,599. They should have immediate control P — Cer- 


tainly. 

27,600. If compulsory powers are given to acquire 
markets rights Throughout the rouutry where there is 
a local authority do you think there should be some 
restriction on their snb-letting them P — I think the 
siicoesa of the markets would greatly depend on the 
nature of the men forming tho public authoiiby. 


27,601. Have you formed any opinions on the appli- 
cation of the profits derived from the maikets. Sup. 
posing the markets are greatly developed, and there is 
a surplus profit over aud above the actual expenditure 
or payment of any money, if borrowed, how would you 
apply that surplus P — To the induction of the rates of 
the town. 


27,602. Do you think it should go to the reduction of 
the rates P — I think so. 


27,603. Without effecting any improvements required 
in the markete ? — Yes. 


27,604. Would you say that what you receive from 
the market rights should go to the reduction of tho 
rates on the reduction of the tolls themselves ? — To the 
reduction of the rates on the understanding always 
the tolls were reasonable. 


ruturu fur in market accommodatiou ? — I tliink the 
townspeople would be perfectly justified in exacting 
charges on tho sau'O rate as mentioned in the existing 
byelaw ; ijut the Commissioners take charges on goods 
actually weighed. They do not take tolls. 

27.609. How much of that 3,6002. is doe at present f 
— I think three years' instalments are paid. 

27.610. What provision is made for the rej)aymcnt? 
— To be jiaid in du half-yearly instalments, with interest, 
at three and tbree-fouT'ths per cent. 

27.611. You do not find any falling oft' of the supply 
of the fail's with charges levied ?— No. With respect 
to the establishment of fairs, the fair green was a groat 
advautage to the farmers, and they themselves gene- 
rally exnrosa high apprmal of the regulation of ihe 
fains. They have admirable accommodation in iho fair 
green. It has been only quite recently a cumplaint 
was matle tn me in regard to ihe pig fair, which 
happened within the present month. It was an exces- 
sively wet dny, aud the people suffered very much at 
the fair, and It has been suggested at a meeiing of the 
market committee that the lower portion of mo fair 
gi'ceu Ijo nsed as a pig fair, aud have it macadamised, 
in order to prevent hardship, because where the pigs 
congregate there is much puddle. 

27.612. Do you thiuk shelter accommodatiou is 
needed? — That has never been suggested. Sbeltcr 
put up any way oft'ectnally would be very e.\'ponsivo, 
which would involve expense. 

27.613. Yon could give no approximate idea of the 
cattle brought to the i'airs ? — We hove a record of the 
cattle. 

27,613«. You think it is a better system to levy a 
small charge on the animals as they enter the lau' 
green, than the larger charge on the animals wheu 
sold, and as they take their exit from the place ?— Wo 
find it very much more convenient to charge on the 
animals coming in. We find it exceedingly difficult to 
charge on the animals sold. 

27.614. That is as to oonveuieiice in regard to collec- 
iion P — Yes. I have no doubt it would be more agree- 
able to the sellers paying the toll only wheu sold, but 
the Commissioners only considered it just and fair to 
exact a charge on all animals coming in. 


27.605. After all the capital expenditure has been 
pwd off would yon approve of local authonties only 
caving power to levy such tolls as would pay the cost 
of m^tenance of the markets P — I thins when the 
people of the town provide evorything requisite for 
the success of the market and give full accommodation 
and provide all requisite and appurtenances of the 
market, and supply proper ofiicials, they might reasouaby 
and properly apply tho profits to the market and to tho 
well-being of Wio town and reduction of the rates, be- 
cause primarily the markets were intended for the 
agricultural portion of the community, and they derive 
a henefit from the markets. 

27.606. You would not say they have abready paid 
for it by any charge on tho different commodities ? — 
They, in a measure, pay by the fact of paying tho 
charge. 

27.607. They pay for the accommodatiou afforded P— 
Yes. 

27.608. You say tho larger charge over and above 
what would ho for the return you give should go to 
the benefit of the town ; in other words, the farmers 
should pay a larger charge than you give an actual 


27.615. You do not think the present system of levy- 
ing a charge on animals as they enter restricts them in 
any way ? — Not at all. 

27.616. Do the people always have the toll when they 
come there ? — Generally speaking they have. 

27.617. Supposing a poor man came and had not tho 
toll, would they let him in? — I never knew a man to 
be turned away for want of tolls. 

27.618. Have you any suggestions to oil'er? — No. 
The preseut regulations work very well, both as re- 
gards the townspeople and farmers generally. 

27.619. That has issued from the improvements the 
Corumissioners erected? — Yes. lufact before the Com- 
missioiiei'B took tho matter on hands they were undei’ 
no regulation or control. They were conducted hap- 
hazard, and there was no supoiTision mitil the Commis- 
sioners took tho matter on hands some yeava ago. The 
maikets were held in various parts o? the town, the 
fowl market in one of the streets — luid now capital 
accommodation is given to the pei'soiis selling fowl, 
and no toll is charged. I may say, as regiu-ds tho bye- 
laws, tho Oommissiouers do not enforce them except for 
weighing. 


Patrick Dtolst Shaokleton, Eaq., examined. 


27,^0. You have some connexion with the corn 
trade P — Yes, I have got flour mills. 

27.621. Is there any market proper for comP— No. 

27.622. Do the farmers themselves send dn ect to you ? 
—Yes. 

27.623. Those with whom, I suppose, you have a 
coutract supply yon P — They come and sell by sample. 

27.624. Do you weigh on your own scales then? — 
Yes. 

27.625. Do you chai'ge them for the weighing? — No. 

27.626. None of the other merchauls charge them ? — 
I am not aware. 

1 5979a. 


27.627. The actual tare is the only deduction ? — That 
is the only deduction. 

27.628. Nothing is allowed for bcamoge or anything 
when tho contract is made P — No. 

27.629. Is there any deduction from the price pro- 
viously agreed upon per barrel? — No, if the com is 
equal to the sample. 

27.630. Is thei-e any porterage charge ? — Not in onv 
stores. There is no porteiuge charge. 

27.631. Do they elsewhere, do you know ? — I am not 
aware. 

27.632. Who takes the com oft' the card; and puts it on 
your scale, or up on your loft ? — The farmer has uot to 
put it up on the loft, hut simply start it into the bin. 

(iq 
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27.633. Tonr men never perforin tkat office? — Some- 
times they do. 

27.634. Supposing they did, would any chni-go be 
payable to them?— No cbna-ge whatever. 

27.635. It would be only a matter of conveuieoce to 
the farmer P— That is all. 

27.636. Would you aay the corn trade wus a good 
one ? — 1 think so. 

27.637. Ooold you give me any approximate idea of 
the number of barrds brought hero? — We only buy 
wheat. 

27.638. la it the practice to buy wheat by the barrel P 
— ^It ia. 

‘J7,639. Hero in Oarlow what is the barrel auppoeed to 
cimtaiu ?— Twenty-atone weight. 

27,6-10. Suppoaing there ia lees than twenty-atone P — 
Then you can buy at the rate of twenty-atono. 

27,641. You buy proportionately, whether nudor or 
over ? — Tea. 

27,frl-2. Suppoaing a man bronght twenty-abono and- 
a*hiilf, would he bo paid for twenty-stone and-a-half P — 
Yea. 


Stanmy Johnson, 

27, 649. Have you anything to do with the miffkots ? 

I quite agree with the obaeiTatious made by the 

chairman and Mr. Shaokleton. Yon asked Mr. Shackle- 
ton a question as to how other mmrchanta conducted 
their business. I have them in the atorea and aaw them 
weighing. They weigh exactly to the pound in barley 
and oats and make no chai'ge for weighing. 

27.660. Yon never heard any complainta of inaccurocj’ 
in weighing ? — ^Not for a very long period. 

27.661. Yon concur in the opinion of Mr. Hammond 
that the proper system ia to concentrate all the morketa 
in one place P — CertaMy. 

27,652. Yon consider it- was ohjeotiouahle to have 
them scattered indiscrimmatelv about bhetowu previous 
to the erection of the mai-keta r — ^Yes. 

27.663. Were complaints made by the people of the 
town?— Yes, there were. 

27.664. Were the complainta made of the system of 
weighing about the streets and going where seller 
willed. What gave rise to erection of the markets or 
what induced them to provide them, was the intontiou 
of increasing their revenue the primmy object ? — It wna 


27.643. But if under the ban-cl yon would not lose 
anyttiig, or ovei' it he would not P — Tho farmer is paid 
for every pound ho bringa in. 

27.644. Have theao farmei-s scales of their oivn in the 
county where they can previously aaoci'taiu the weight 
of tho wheat ?— aometimcK. 

27.645. Yon think the Hjatom you have of buying 
and weighing ia adopte<l by tho other merchants in th« 
town ?-3 really do nob know. 

27,046. You are not conversant with their ways and 
dealing P — ^No. 

27,6*17. Have you any HuggosUons to otfor as to what 
yon think would tend to the imiirovoment of the 
markets if improvemont ia dcairalneP — No, nothing 
occurs to iny mind at preaont. 

27,0'18. What do you think would ho nocosHaiy for 
the maiiagoinmit ol' any other markcts.nud fairs through- 
out the conutry ? — With regard to oatablishhig a aack 
market 1 think they ought to loavo tho matter optional 
with farmera. If tlioy have not couHdonce in the pci*- 
son weighing thoy ought to go to tlio public scales, but 
they would want a mncli nioro c.’ctcnsivc scales. 


Ksfl-, examined. 

in conaoiiuonco of iho variona mattoi'S that came bo tlic 
knowledge of tho ])ooplo, anil thoy also wished to he 
certain they would have their just rights in having an 
occonutablo person weigliing their commodities. 

27.655. You oonoui- in hia (the chairman’s) opiuiou 
that in ordor to croato groatoi- conlidonco hotweeu 
hnyera and scHors tho uommoditios should ho weighed 
at a ])ublio and indopoudent auale P — Ooi'tainly. 

27.656. Du you also concur iu his opinion that where 
local antboritics exist tho market rights should bo 
voatod in them ? — Yea. 

27.657. Whero no market authorities m*e or could 
not be established by the present law, do you think 
nwkeb committees or murkot trustees would be 
appointed from among tho traders in tho townP — It 
would be a veiy gi'oab advantage to tho people in tho 
neighbourhood of that town. 

27.658. Would it tend to tho improvement and better 
working of the markets and fairs ? — Cortaiuly, and to 
the agricnlfcuxal portion of the community who bring 
their goods to that town. It would croato better 
competition and bring tho buyora. 


Mr. John Goriun examined. 


27.659. Yon attend at the fairs? — Yea. 

27.660. Have they got the system here of deducting 

from the pricea a luck-penny P — That ia naniu 

in all fairo. Thoy are all prepaa'Cil to allow a luck- 
penny at the payment of the pnee. 

27.661. On cattle is there any fixed deduction from 
the price P — That all depends on the man who aells ; 
it is according to hia generosity. 

27.662. It is all left to tho diapositiou of the seller p 
—Yea. 

27.663. Ia there any fixed sum for piga P — Sixpence a 
pig on fat pigs, and from a Id. to M. on other pigs. 

27.664. In the case of cattle it is left to the dispo- 
sition of the seller ; bat in the cose of pigs does the 
buyer deduct it from tho price P — the payment ho 
takes it. 

27.665. It is not left to the disposition of the seller P 
— No; that is in a way compulsory. That is a fixed 
thing between themselves, ana they are aware of that. 

27.666. What gave rise to that deduction of 6d. for 
each pig P — I do not know. 


27.667. Do you romomhor whou thoy used to try 
tho pigs for moasloB P — I romombor it well. 

27.668. Was that CiZ. deducted then P — It was. That 
had nothing to do with it. 

27.669. Yon would not say it acts fts an equivalent 
for any loss tixoy sustain by having tho pigs infected 
with that disoaso P — I think tho Inck-poimy was always 
deducted before that was brought forward. That is 
dono away with now ; tlioro is not a word about the 
pig being infected. 

27.670. Do yon think tho farmer, whon arguing about 
tho price of tho animal, considers value of the lack- 
penny j in other words does ho ask a larger price tlian 
ho wunld actnally take if there was no Inok-penuy P — 
I think they nuvor look into it at tho time thoy sell. 

27.671. Do yon say then ho gets tho value of tho 
animal, loss the amonnt of tho Inck -penny, and that tho 
buyer does not actually give tho marketable value of 
tho animal P — Ho is proporod to allow tho luok-ponny. 


John TTammomd, £sq., 3J?., re-examined. 


27.672. Do you think the seller considers tho luck- 
penny ? — It is perfectly understood. 

27.673. Do yon think it onhsnees the price of tho 
animal to the value of tho luok-penny P— I do not think 
it does. A. toan who sold a number of pigs objected to 
the buyer deducting sixpence each, hat tho matter was 


referred to mo, and I recommended that it should bo 
settled, mid it was. 

27.674. Do yon think it gives rise to much argument 
and dispute P — do not thmk there are any niguments 
.at all. It is quite understood at all times. 

27.675. No serious disputes have arisen P— No. 
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27,676. la the fair gi-eeu utilised between fairs P— 
For graaing it is. 

[The Gui-vm/Uiumer to the Totm Clerk.) What 
do jou rooeivo for thatP — It is incladod in the 
receipts. 

27 678. Yon do not know what the rates are P — Three* 
pence or fonrpence for cattle. There is a chock kept 
on them. One of ihc Town Commiasionore is appointed 
to issue printed tickets for the beasts or animals and 
tho persons who own them. When the caretaker gets 
those tickets they arc on authority for admitting them. 

27.679. Are cattle over brought the night before the 
fairP-Yos. 

27.680. Can thoy utilise Uio fair gruon for stallago 
purposes? — Oortainly, by {uying throopenco or four- 
poDCC a head per night, and in a^itioii pay the tolls. 


27.681. Supposing it was required from the Oonuola* 
sioners to make a periodical return of the current prices 
of tho different marketablo commodities brought to the 
market, do you think it would be possible to obtain 
an actnal retnrn P — There would be no difficulty 
about it. 

27.682. And tho return would bo a pretty accurate 
one. 

27.683. Mr, Dillon said he asked soma of the butter 
merchants to attend, but they said they had nothing to 
complain of about the market. 

27.684. Is there any other gentleman who has any 
sQggostious lu offer or cridonce to give P — No answer. 


The inquiry then terminated. 


CASTLECOMER. 


With reference to my inquiry in Castlecomer on the 15th day of December 1888, I 
beg to report as follows : — 

Castlecomer is an inland town in the county of Kilkenny, and about 10 miles from 
the city. The only means of comomnioation is by road. The town is small and the 
trade poor, being chiefly with the persons engaged at the extensive collieries in the 
neighbourhood of the town. The local government is administered by tho Grand Jury 
and the poor-law boards, and tho population is 1,182. 

The market day is Saturday. The fairs are held on the 27 th March, 3rd May, 
21st June, 10th August, 14th September, 28th October, and 14th December. 

The markets are comparatively small, and at the fairs, bonhams or small pigs only 
are sold. 

No tolls are levied at the fairs, and at the markets weighing charges alone are levied, 
and there is no rule compelling all commodities to be weighed at the weighing 
appliance provided in the market place. 

Any market rights which may exist in Castlecomer are the property of Mrs. S. Prior 
Wandesford, who has, however, the weigh-house, beam and scales, and weighing 
machine sub-let to a Mr. James Doyle for 21 a year. 

The markets having fallen into abeyance some years back, a committee of the traders 
in the town was established, called the “ Markets Committee,” for the pui'pose of re- 
establishing the markets and developing them. The committee have been fairly 
snccessful, but at tho inquiry the Honorary Secretary complained that they were 
somewhat hampered by the the fact that they had no power to make byelaws or other- 
wise exercise control over the markets and fairs. The committee induced Mrs. 
Wandesford to erect a store house which she sub-let to a Mr. Matthew Kenny and 
Mr. Copley at 11 . a year, who have it sub-let to the weigh-master at 5s. per week. 

Three patents were granted for Castlecomer. The first is dated 24th May, 13 
Charles I,, and authorised Sir Charles Coote to hold a Tuesday market and a fair on 
24th August. The second is dated 10th September 1640, and authorised Christopher 
Wandesford, Esq., to hold fairs on the 10th, 11th, and 12th August, Ascension 
Thursday and two following days. The third patent is dated 21stMai*ch, 2 George 
IV., and authorised the Countess of Ormond to hold fairs on 7th March, 21st June, 
28th October, and 14th December. 

The market was established in 1879. The evidence tendered did not enable me to 
the period at which the fairs were established, and although it was stated that 
they were held for a lengthened period, it seems the fairs on 27th March, 3rd May, 
21st June, 28th October, and 14th December only were held at tho sitting of tho 
Commission in 1852, so that those on the 10th August and 14th September were re- 
established some time subsequently. 

No evidence was offered as to the authority under which the fair ^nted foi- 7th 
March was altered to 27th March, or to what fixed date the movable fair on Ascension 
was altered. The fairs Iher^ore held under express grant seem to be the 21st 
June, JOth August, 28th October, and 14th December, and those held without any 
express authority are 27th March, 3rd May, and 14th September. 

Q q 2 
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lu accordance ■witi my inatructionB, I Kaye inspected tlie market and fair places. 

The markets are held in a wide space at the rear of the court house. It is off the 
main street, but forms portion of the public thoroughfare, as some houses are running 
along one side of it. It is of fair dimensions, but at the time of inspection was in a 
dirty condition. The beam and scale is erected in the centre of this space and con- 
sidered sufficient for the trade of the town. Another scale is provided for weighing 
the butter. Attached to the rear of the court house is a small weigh-house for the use 
of the weigh-master, and in another portion of the market place a small substantially 
built store house has been erected for storing commodities remaining unsold after the 
market. It has one gate entrance. 

There is no schedule of the charges erected, and the weighing machine is erected 
outside the weigh-house, but has not the customary railings around it to make it 
sufBciontly capable of weighing live stock. 

There is no shelter or other accommodation provided for those frequenting the 
market. 

The fairs are held indiscriminately about the public streets. As no cattle or fat pigs 
are brought to the fairs, the young pigs are sold in carts which are placed along the 
channel course. 

It was stated that the market and fairs could be considerably improved if the control 
was given to a local authority or committee, with power to make and enforce byelaws 
regulating the manner of holding the markets and fairs. Whilst in the town I saw a 
man with his stock in trade of fresh meat placed on a board on the public pathway 
with a small scales for weighing, and where he solicited the passers-by to purchase 
from him. 

If stalls or shambles were erected, this would not be permitted, as I was informed the 
poor man had no other place to go to in the town to earn a livelihood, as no stalls or 
small shops were available. 

John J. O’Meara, 

45. Lower Mount Street, Assistant Commissioner. 

Dublin. 


Castlecomer, 15th December 1888. 


Nicholas G. Richardson, Esq., examined. 

27,<5S5. You are agent to Mrs. Prior Wanilesford ? — Yes. 

27.S86. Is she the owner of the town ?— She is. 

27,()87. Do know does she exercise any market 
rights at all P— She does to the extent of putting up scales 
and weights and ouncils. 

27.088. A beam and scale P— Yes, and weighbridge. 

27.089. She originally provided these P — Her predecessors 
did. 

27.690. You have no record of the amoimt expended on 
them P — No, hut it is easy to ascertain. 

27.691. She has these snb-lct P — Yes. 

27,092. To whom ? — To James Doyle. 

27,693. What are the terms? — 21. a year. 

27.09-4. Has he a lease P — No. 

27.695. I suppose you suh-let them together with any 
riglit to any charges for weighing P— He is entitled to 
charge for everything weighed on the scales or ouncil. 

27,696 Were tolls ever levied within your recollection 
here.® — They have never been levied here since I p»thc 

27,697-8. Does Mra. Wwidesford own the entire town P 
— She does. 

27,<»99. Did you ever hear from y^our predecessor in the 
agency or otherwise whether she claimed any market rights 
or nut, or that she was entitled to them P — I would not like 
to answer that. I am here for thirty-five years, and 1 never 
heard of any toll being collected. 

27.700. Do you allow any deductions from the 21 . ?— 
No. 

27.701. Does Mr. Doric do any repairs to the beam 
and scales and weighbridge himselfP— No, they are done 
by Mrs. Wondesfard. 

27.702. What is the average expenditure in connexion 
with repairs P — I really could not tdl you. 

27 . 703 . Are there any buildings in connexion with it P 

TTicreia ahouseyoucanseeat tlio end of the courthouse: 
ri 18 part of the court house. 


27 . 704 . It is merely used for the purnoae of weighing? 
—That is all. 

27 . 705 . Are the markets held on the public street?— 
They are at the back of the market. It ia rather a retired 
place, but it ia the public street. 

27.706. la it a widening of the street P — It is an open 
place St the back of the court house. 

27 . 707 . But the public have acquired rights over HP — 
They have. 

27.708. What market is held in this place that you 
state P — 'rhere is com, potatoes, butter in the butter 
season. 

27.709. Where is tiie butter market held P — The cats are 
all in the public street down below under the trees and 
opposite Mr. Ryan’s house. Apples and vegetables and 
other things are sold in the mojKct. 'Flie other scales is 
used largely for weighing hay and straw and timber, but 
tliat is not on tnarket day. 

27 . 710 . That is the weighbridge P — Yes. 

27 . 711 . Where is the hay exposed P — There ia not much 
of that Domes in ; that is generally a matter of private 
contract. 

27 . 712 . Are there any other weighing machires and 
scales in the town let out for hire P — ^Not that I am awara 
There may be private owners that have them in thrir 
yards. 

27 . 713 . Supposing there was a private owner let ono out 
on hire to tlie public, would you prevent him doing so or 
take proceedings against himP — I declare I doubt very 
muoh. 

27 . 714 . You cannot tell me whether Mrs. Wandesford 
dums an exclusive right for weighing commodities brought 
into the market P— No, I may say there are seven fairs 
in the year. I believe Mrs, Wandesford has a patent. 

27.715. Atpresentshc exercises no control? — No control. 
Practically there is no fair except for pigs. In connexion 
witli the market there is a large coUi^ population that 
helps to consume the commodities that would be brought 
here. This is not what you call a district where there is s 
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Jirce amount of tillage in the immediate locality, so there 
B no «ry large amount of produce gronm. What ia 
gninn is capable of being consu:iied by the local 
jiojnilation. 

^7,71l>. Practically tliere is not a sufficient surplus to be 
Bi'lil, considering she consumption P — No. 

- 7 , 717- it is practically for local consumption P — Yes. 

:17,7I8. When there is so little tillage, the cattle to be 
iiis[H)sed of ought be somewhat numerous ? — ^I'hey are. 

Mr. James Doylb examined. 

27.719. What is the market day here P — Saturday. 

27.720. Saturday alone ? — Yes. 

27.721. What commodities are brought in on Saturday 
to the market ? — Potatoes, oats, and turnips. 

27.722. Are fruit and vegetables P — Yes, cabbages, hay, 
straw, and butter. Ihirf comes in, but not on market days ; 
it crmes day after day, 

27 . 723 . Is coal exposed for sale in the market place? — 
It comes into it to be sold. 

27,724 You weigh loads P — I do. 

27 . 725 . Is there any rule in the market compelling all 
these commodities to l>c weiErhnd at the beam and scales or 
weighbridge ? — ^Therc is no rule. Of course I weigh on 
other days, but they could weigh outside. At the weigh- 
bridge I weigh all that comes in. 

27 . 726 . There is no rule compelling the people to resort 
to the scales ? — No. 

27 . 727 . Is there any other beam in the town ? — There 
are private beams in private yards. 

27,726. They do not let them out on hire P — I think not 
Butter is not weighed on the pablio scales. 

27 . 729 . You do not weigh butter P — No. 

27 . 730 . ^Vhere is that weighed P— In the privateyards. 

27 . 731 . Is it brought in lumps or firkins P — In firkins, 

27 . 732 . Is there any gentleman here who weighs butter 
himself in his private yard P — ^No, the buyers buy it. 

27 . 733 . Is there any buyer here P — No. 

27 . 734 . What charge do you levy for weighing pota- 
toes P — A penny a bag. 

27 . 735 . At the weighing machine what do you charge P 
—3d. for a certain commodity, that is for 12 cwt., and 2d. 
under 12 cwt. 

27.736. Irrespective of what the commodity may be, that 
is on the load P — Yes. 

27 . 737 . You charge on bags a penny per bag no matter 
what the commodity may be P — Yes. 

27.738. How dc you weigh — do you weigh net or only 
sscertain the gross weigh P — I weigh net in the potatoes 
ard gross in oats. 

27 . 739 . When weighing a sock of potatoea do you 
»' Itially ascertain the tare of the sock P — As a rule when 
the weight is over a barrel, that is twenty stone, a stone is 
di'iuctri for the bag of potatoes, and under 20 stone, a 
half stone is deducted for the tare, 

27 . 740 . Well now, if they had less than a barrel ia a 
large sack, would they still only allow half a stone weight ? 
—Yes. 


27.748. How low do you go P — 7 *bs. 

27.749. •J'hen yon would return the weight of 20 stone 
b tbs. as 20 stonr, and from that you would deduct the 
half stone tere P — Yes, I would return I9i stons |>ayable. 

27 . 750 . Do the Mllera ever dispute that system of 
deduction ?— They do not. 

27 . 751 . When weighing do you give a cast of the beam P 
— No, 1 weigh fair. 

27 . 752 . That is by standing beam P — Yes. 

weighing corn, down to whut weight do yon 
weigh P — I weigh corn to the pound. 

27 . 754 . Do you denote the tare at all?— We weigh 

bags after, ® 

27.755. Dp you actually weigh the bags P-Sometimea. 
borne bulk them by allowing 4 lbs. fop the bag and more 
weigh them. 

27.756. No matter the season or the weather? — No 
matter. 


. “7.757. Is the actual or estimated tare the only deduc- 
tion from the gross weight P — Yes. 

• Do you know, between the buyers and sellers, 

IS there any deduction from the price they agreed uiwin 
for beoiiiage or anytliingp— They agree to whatever price 
they pay. 

27 , 759 . They deduct nothing for punerageP— No. 

27 , 7W. Has the seller to pay any porterage ehargeP — 
No. The seller has to pay me. 

^7»761. fbere is no jiorterage charge?— No, unless a 
fellow is about, and they may give him a pint of porter for 
helping them. 

2/,/62. Who peifornis the tiianiial work of weighing and 
putting the weights into the scales P— I do myself. 

27,76j ,\nd who takes the bags off the load and puts 
them on the scale P — The parties themselves. 

27j764. lliey must do that themselves P Yes. 

27.765. Tliere are no potters attending there? — I do 
have a man myself. 

27 . 766 . Have they to pay him anything ?— No. I pay 
him myself. 

27»767. Practically he is an assistant of yours at the 
scales ? — Yes. 

27.768. How many beam.s have you? — One and the 
weighing mechine. 

27.769. Is one sufficient for the trade of the town? — 
It is. I weigh all tliat comes in, 1 wish I could get 
enough. 

27 . 770 . Is the machine capable of weighing live cattle? 


27 . 771 . Did you ever weigh aoyP— I weighed one beast 
in my life. 

27 . 772 . The practice of weighing cattle is not carried on 
here P— No. 

27 . 773 . Had you ever any conversation with them on that 
question of weighing cattle or selling them by live-u-eight P 
— I never had. 

27 . 774 . Did you ever hear any discussion between the 
farmers?— I never did. 


27 . 741 . Although the empty bog would be the same weight 
as if there were over a baarel in it P — 'I'he one weight. 

27 . 742 . Would that deduction be Ihe very same on afinc 
d‘y 08 on a wet day when the sack was completely 
saturated with wet P — No. From the 1st May until coming 
on the winter there is only a half stone allowed no matter 
what is in the bag. 

27 . 743 . Whether it is over or under a barrel P — Yes, a 
hslf atone. 

^ ,744. Then the other rule comes in at the wet season P 
—Yes. 

27 . 745 . Is that a rule peculiar to Castleoomer, or does it 
^sewhtteP — It is in Abbeyleix. I do not know 
auoat Kilkenny j that is the rule laid down here tbismanv 
«■ year. 

r7i746. When weighing potatoea what weight do you 
***gh down to. Do you weigh under a half stone, or can 
>ou ascertain the weight under a h ilf stone P — 1 do not 
W'-igh under a half stone. 

• When you are weighing a bnircl of potatoes, and 

, *h«re were 20 stone and 6 lbs., what would you 

ivn*^ ^ ' — Anything under the half stone would not 

We do not go tothc pounds. 


27,776. Or between the buyers ? — No. 

27.776. When you sscertain the weights of these commo- 
dities, do you give them any ticket denoting the weight P — 

I do. 

27 . 777 . Is it a printed form P— No. It is written. I 
have a printed ticket for the machine. 

27.778. Do you ever mark the weight on the bag ? — I 
do. 

27 . 779 . Are all these commodities sold before they ore 
weighed at your scales or ouncil P— l*hey ore bought in the 
market and then they are weighed. 

27.780. Supposing they do not sell any of these com- 
modities on market days, hare you any storage accommo- 
dation P — I have. 

27,781- What charge do you leiy for it?— Well, it is 
newly up. 1 did not put on any charge yel, Iiecause I did 
not get anything to store in it. 

27.782. Was it for the purpose of storage you built it P 
— It was. 

27.783. What does the ‘milding consist of. Is it a shed 
or bouse ? — A house. 
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2J,7^4. Who was it erected it ?— Mrs. Wandesford. 

27.785. What was the cost of itP— 30Z., I suppose. 
There are two tenants for it, ami what they call the mai-ket 
committee have to pay U. a year for that. 

27.786. Is there any authority exercised over the markets 
other than what you do youi’selfp — ^There is a committee 
fomed in the market. 

27.787. Is that a committee of the traders of the town ? 
—Yes. 

27.788. What duty do they perform P — They see tilings 
right. 

27.789. Do you keep a record of the quantity of the 
different commodities you weigh P — I never did. 

27.790. Are you in the habit of making up the tickets 
for the buyer and seller?— I do make them up. 

27.791. I am not asking you to do it, hut supposing it 
was required from you to make a periodical return of the 
current prices of the different commodities brought here 
from time to time to the markets of Castlecomer, could you 
make such a return P— To be sure I could. 

27.792. You think it would he a pretty accurate one? — 
Yes. 

27.793. Has the market always been held on Saturday P 
-Yes. 

27.794. You do not remember it being held any other 
day P — No. 

27)795. Are all the commodities brought hero to this 
space outside tiiis court house or are they sold indiscrimi- 
nately aliout the town ? — On Saturday they are sold in, 
the market place ; they are sold aliout the town on week 
days. 

27.796. What you have mentioned are the only sources 
from which you derive a profit ? — Yes, the weighing at the 
scales and ouncil. 

27.797. You have no rents in connexion with the 
market standing rents or stallage rents ? — No. 

27,79?. In fact are there any standings here in the 
markets? — No. There are not, but there are apple and fish 
carts. 

27.799. They bring fish here? — ^They bring fresh 
herrings. 

27.800. Wliere do they stand P— Out on the street. 

27.801. Is the corn brought here to the marketplace? 
— It is. 

27.802. Is it exposed there ? — Yes. 

27.803. Does any great quantity of corn come P — Not 
much indeed. 

27.804. What description of corn is brought P — Oats. 

27.805. Oats principally P — Yes, and nothing else. 

27.806. Have they any shdter accommodation in thia 
tnai-ket P — No shelter, only the storage that has been jiut 
up. 

27.807. Did you ever hear tlie farmers complain that 
some of the commodities brought in were deteriorated in 
value by the want of shelter accommodation P — I never 
heard them complaining. 

27,8(®. Do you think it would tend to improve the 
market if such shelter accommodation were provided P — 
Indeed it would. 

27.809. Then you think a necessity exists for such both 
to afford protection to the commodities and to those who 
bring them in ?— It would be good for the commodity to 
have shelter over it. 

27.810. Have you any duty to perform in connexion 
with the fairs P — None. 

27.811. What fairs are held here P —Seven fairs in the 
year. 

27.812. What are thevP — The 27th March, 3rd May, 
21st June, 10th August, 14th September, 28th Noveralrer, 
and 14th December. 

27.813. No tolls are levied on these fairs P— I never 
heard of them. 

27.814. WTiere are the fairs held P — On the main street. 

27.815. What species of animals arc brought here? 

Bonhams, young pigs. 

27.816. Are cattle brought hero ? — No. 

27.817. Or sheep or horses P — No. 


27.818. Practically there is only a pig fair P—Nolhinc 

only a fair for bonhuma. ®’ 

27.819. When iheso were established first were tliev 
established as cattle fairs ? — Oli yes, I believe so. ^ 

27.820. Where are the cattle taken to by the farmers P 
— 'I'here is Hullinakill, Kilkenny, Oariow, and Athy. 

27.821. Do you remember when there was a less number 
than seven fairs held hero P — I do not. I think those fairs 
are by jmtciit. 

27.822. They have been always hold on these dates P— 
Yes. 

27.823. No alteration has ever been made in the dates of 
themP — No. 

27.824. Do you remember when the cattle fairs were 

held here P — No. I often heard of tfne fair and tlus place 
was full of cattle, but they were not brought to be ecld • 
only to show them. ’ 

27.825. You say they go to Kilkenny P — Yes. 

27.826. Tolls are levied in Kilkenny P— I believe they 
arc. 

27.827. You do not think the fact of no tolls being 
levied here would act us an inducement to the frrmers to 
bring their animals and expose them in CastiecoinerP— I 
could not say. If we had the railway here \ve would have 
a fair. 

27.828. You assign as the cause of the state of affairs 
in Castlecomer tiie want of communication P — Exactly. 

27.829. And from its isolated position the great difficulty 
in driving the stock away ? — Yes. A great deal more 
cattle ]msa through the town on fair days to Ballinakiil 
than would make a good fair, but there are no facilities fur 
the buyers to come here. 

27.830. Are tolls levied at Ballinakiil P— No. 

27.831. Then they pass through Castlecomer going 
there ? — Yes, a large number. 

27.832. Are the pig fairs here of any extent P — Ob, no, 

27.833. Does this market committee exercise any control 
over the fairs ?— I think not. There is no control to be 
exercised, because there is no fair in the town. 

27.834. Would you have any objection to tell me year 
average receipts from the beam and scales and ouncil in the 
year, or do you keep any record of them P — I keep no 
record. 

27.835. If you have any objection to give it publicly I 
will take it privately from you if you wish P — I have not 
the least objection. 

27.836. What then are your average receipts from them ? 
— For about six months of the year I suppose it is worth 
about 7s. a week and four or five months it is idle'; there 
is notliing weighed worth while speaking of. From June 
until this month is the time the market is good. 

27.837- You only malio about 7s. a week P — About that 
for six or seven morrths of the year. 

27.838. Are these the gross or no receipts after pay- 
ment of your rent and the wages of the men you employ P 
— I have nil that to myself. Of course the weigh-hridgeis 
not included. 'J'hat amount is what I make at the scales. 

27.839. What do you receive from the weigh-bridge ?— 
I could not tell you. 

27.840. Could you give me any approximate idea of 
what your receipts are from the bridge in the year ?-yl 8® 
the moat from Mrs. Waiidesford for weighing umber. 
Oh ! I suppose it would he about 61. or 61. in the year. 

27.841. Out of these two smircca of income you i>ay the 
assiataut yourself P — I do. 

27.842. At what rate do you pay him P — Every Saturday 
I have him I give him la. 6d. 

27.843. You only engage him on the market day P— 
That is all. 

27.844. Your rent is 21. P — Yes. 

27.845. Is there any poor-law valuation on this weigk 
house and shed P — No. I think it is includedin the cour 
house. 

27.846. Mrs. Wandesfoi'd owns the court house P Yw- 
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The folloiving is u co^iy of Ihe icket given tbc 
weigliicg machine : — 

CABTLKCOMiin Weigiiino Machine. 

No 

Tons. Cwts. Qrs. Lbs. 

Gross Weight, : : : 

Car Weight, : • ■ 


Net Weight. 


Description of Goods. 
From 


Mr. Martin 1*. Kenny examined. 

27.847. A market committee is cstalilishcd in (ktstlc* 
comet r — Yes. 

27.848. You ore on the market committee? — Yea. 

27.849. Fur what purpose was it cstahlislicd ? — ^To get 
pp this market. It is only in existence nine or ten years, 
and it was the exertions of the committee made the 
market. 

27.850. Could you give me the date they were estab- 
lished? — I think about 1879. 

27.851. Previous to 1879 there were no markets held 
here at all? — No. 

27.852. Do you remember any peiiod previous to that 
when markets were held P — No. People used to buy ut 
their own booses, and things used not ue brought into tlie 
maricet. 


27,8C5. Did you over see them weighed P — After being 
piei-ced they are drained and then weighed. 

2/,8C6. Does the cooper who makes the firkin brand the 
tare on the firkin P — It is lately they have been marked 
that way. 

27.867. Was it tbc buyers themselves made the rule P — 
Yes. 

27.868. Did you ever hear the fanners complainiog of 
the buyer weighing the commodity after their selling to 
him P-— Sometimes you will hear complaints, but Uie same 
system is mried on in the surrounding markets, and they 
UD not object for that reason. 

27.869. Do you think tliat there would be greater con- 
fidence between the buyers and sellers if all marketable 
commodities were weighed at a public and independent 
scales tliaii when weiglied ut a scales umler the control of 
oue of the cuQti-actiiig parties P — 1 do. I think so. 

27,8/U. It would tend to greater confidence between the 
buyer and seller P— I think so. 

27.871. Do these butter buyers leiy any cliargc for 
weighing the butter P — No. 

27.872. They classify the butter themselves? — Yes. 

27,8/3. You do not know the system of weighing they 

have. Do they weigh down to a pound ? — I tliink so. 

27 . 874 , You are not sure p— No. 

27 . 875 . Did you ever contemplate starting fairs ? — Yes. 
Some yeare ago there was a strong attempt made, hut I 
am an-are of the circumstances, .and it was a faiiiue for 
more causes than oue. llie notion was getting into 
country-people’s minds that this was a distant place, but 
it is a very good centi-e for cattle raising. Some people 
who made the attempt in theii- over anxiety about the 
thing bad cattle brought here not intended fur sale and 
fabulous prices were asked to make the fair work, und 
it was a complete failure. Hut this country supplies 
Ballinokill with five si.xtha of the cattle fair. 


27353 . The commodities would be brought the tradei's ? 
—Yes. They would go around and sell at tbe houses. 

27354 . Have the committee been fairly successful in 
their exertions ? — Yes, very successful. 

27,855. Are there any ocalea or ouocils where the com- 
modities can be weighed hut Mr. Doyle’s p — We have no 
joiisdictioa whatever. It is only merely we try to insist; 
we have no powerto enforce our claims at all. Any person 
can sell in any part of the town or any day they like, but it 
IS simply for the accommodation of the buyers and our 
mutu^ benefit that we act. 

27,356. What duties did they perform at their incep- 
tion ?— They issued a notice saymg the market would be 
fsUbbshed, and I and Mr. Cantillon and a couple of the 
other members of the committee were sent as a (ieputation 
to Waterford to try and induce the butter buyers tliere to 
com^ We were not successful ID that, llic want of com- 
mnmeation was a great objection. We found too, buyers 
Muld not come here and go home the same night, or have 
meir produce brought aivay in time. 

^^ 7 . Inconsequence of tlmt of course there is on 
addition^ eost of transit placed on the producer’s shoulders 
in bringing hb commodities to tbe inaiket? — Yes; and 
delay too. 

27,858. Practically, tlie farmer does not get tbe full 
vtlue of the commodity, tbe ordinary marketable value P — 
ine farmers do not come here. 

W.859. But the producer in the neighbourhood of 
i^ecomer does not get the actual marketable value of 
aecommodity because of the additional expense incurred 
•J?**^* ^ '^ni’hctP — Well, I do not know that 

because it u only butter that b bought by the 
Y , other market it b only the buyers iu the 
®™ity who buy. There U none bought for exporting, 
n Aw Idiqf local buyera who buy the butter P — The 
local one. At some 

fiarfft “c one or two from Kilkenny, but the 

noDt^ attend constantly during the summer 

*1’ * 1*0 butter themselves?— 
*«, each buyer has his own scale. 

-7,862. Do you know their system of weighing P — Yes. 

weighing do they drain the firkins P— No, 
‘«wy weigh them as they come in. 

drain tbe firkins or atrip them P— 


27 . 876 . Do you think it would tend to improve tbe 
markets both here and ebewhere if theie were proper 
mai'ket buildings ivith sufficient shelter and a byelaw made 
confirming the exposure and sale of all commodities to 
these buildings P — 1 think that U the very difficulty we lliul 
ourselves in, that wc have not compulsory powers. If 
there wbi au elected representative body with powers to 
deal with roaikets in general, I think it would tend very 
much to improve them, but the building hirs. Wandesford 
lias coustructed hero has not been used. It bos only U*en 
a few months open, and certainly for storage and that sorb 
of thing it is very suitable, bat it is not availed of. Of 
course it is only from this fonvaid it might be, hut we are 
powerless to enforce any rules. We can only suggest them 
bir the people to adopt if they wish, If \vu had the powers 
1 dare say we would have things in a mure successful 
sto-te. 

27.877. Tlie nature of tbe success would be in aliment- 
ing the supply ? — Yes. Wemade srulereslricting buying 
and selling from twelve o’clock to two ; that is a rule made 
at the suggestion of the farmers of tbc locality and alsothe 
buyers. The buyers complained that sometimes they would 
come and would not know what money they required till 
the bonk was closing, and would sometimes he driving 
back to Carlow ivith 2001. or 300/., or find they were a lUlK. 
short, and would have to pay the people with cheques 
which they do not approve of. 

27.878. This new market house b intended for storage 
accommodation P — Yes. 

27 . 879 . What rates will be levied there? — Mr. Co[iHn 
and myself, os secretaries to the market committee, were 
made tenants to Mrs. Wandesford at 1/. a year, and we 
made Doyle a weekly tenant at fid. a week, in order that 
he would be amenable to whatever rules we would iiiuke 
Arith regard to the charges, and the charge suggested wua 
Id, pel' suck per week or lesser time for storing goods. 

27.880. Id. per sack from market day to market duy ? 
— ^Yes, or such lesser time. 

27.881. Do you think a necessity existed for such 
accommodation P-.-lt was at the request of the market 
committee Mrs. Wandesford built this bouse. 

27.882. Have you had experience of markets clsew'here 
than in Castlecomer ? — No. 

27.883. From your experience of the markets here, do 
you think the markets should be under tbc control of a 
local authority if any such existed or under a market com- 
mittee if tbe legislature established it? — I think tlic 
market committee should have control. 
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27,834. But where local authorities are, do you think 
the control should be vested in them and not in a private 
individual ?— I do not think it would he right for a pnvalo 
individual to have them at all. 

27.885. You think they would he managed better oy a 
local authority ?— I do, ani the people would be represented 
there. 

27.886. Have you attended fairs in Kilkenny or ebo- 
where ?— I have. 

27.887. You have attended fairs where tolls were levied 
and where they were not P— Yes. 

27.888. Ho you think the exaction of a toll at fairs or 
markets deters people from bringing in the supply they 
would otherwise bring in P — 1 do not think it does. 

27,839. It s^ts in no way as a deterrent P — I do not 
think so. I do not think the people take a small charge 
into account at ail. 

27.890. That is when they get a return for it. If a toll 
j s levied on cattle coming in* or going out of a fair green, is 
it your opinion that the owner or person in receipt of that 
toll should give some return in' the way of providing pens 
and shelter accommodation in the fair OTeen ? — I think so. 
What I mean about obiection is that Ballinakill is a place 
where there are no tolls, and Kilkenny is a place where 
they are. 1 think a person having a beast to dispose of 
would not take the 3d. into account as to which fair he 
would go. He would consider which would be the better 
and the difference in the distance, but I do not think he 
would take the charge into account at all in that case. 

27.891. Which do you think the better system, levying 
a smaller charge on the animals as they enter the fair green 
than a larger one on the animals sold when they are going 
out ; which do you think the better system or the one con* 
sidered so by the I'armera frequenting the fairs P — I think 
if they gave the people proper accommodation it would be 
fair for every beast exposed for sale to pay, but on the 
other hand where there is no accommodation provided 
there should only be a charge on the animals sold. 


27.901. She has never exercised any rights here P— No 
When Mr. Richardson speaks about the patent of rights 
to the fiurs, 1 do not know what right she claims in ihot 
direction, but with regard to the ninrket she has not had 
any. 

27.902. Do you remember uuy period when the markrt 
was not held on 8aturday previous to 1879 P— The butter 
market always existed on Saturday, it was only a buttu 
market at the time. 

27.903. Could you give any appro.ximate idea of the 
number of firkins brought here P — On some market days 
during the sea.<<on tlioy uinomit to 30(1, 40(1, and SW 
firkins. 

27.904. There is no charge payable by the farmer ?— 
No charge. 

27,SK)5. Ho you think it would be better and they would 
have no objection to pay a small charge for weighing the 
butter if it was weiglied at u public and independent 
scales? — I think the farmers would not, but I tiiinkthe 
buyers would have a great objection. 

Mr. Jamks Conway examined. 

27.906. You made some reference to the butter buyers 
a while ago, and I would like you to repeat it P — I raadeno 
reference. 

27.907. Do they completely drain the butter? — ITieyda, 
They turu down the firKin. 

27.908. Did you ever sell to any of tliemP — Yes. 

27.909. When tliey weigh the butter, <lo they give you 
any ticket at all showing you the weiglit of it or do tliej 
only cry it out P^ — When ibcy pay me they give rre a 
ticket. 

27.910. How do you know whether that weight is correct 
or not P — I do not or I never looked at it. 

27.911. You do not know whether it is correct or not, 
you have no check whatever on them P — No, onlyleaieit 
to their own honesty. 


27.892. That is if charges are to be levied P — Yes. 

27.893. Have you formed any opinions as to the 
right of le^'ying a charge on animals sohi at fairs held on 
the public street and where no return is given P — I was 
speaking of Kilkenny ; hut on the public street I do not 
think there should be any charge except for sheep, if 
convenience required them on the street, but for cattle 
driven into the public street, I ao not think it is fair to have 
any charge on them. 

27.894. You see when the toll is on all animals entering 
it is paid by the farmer, but when on the animals sold as 
they are leaving the fair green, the buyer has to pay P— I 
think the charge for cattle is so small proportionately, that 
the people do not, I think, take it into account ut all. 

27.895. Would it work on a former coming in with 
10 head of cattle and unfortunately had not the charge, 
if the charge were payable on entrance. Do you think the 
better course would be to wait until he had affected a 
^le? — In that ease it would be hard to settle it, 1 
think. 

27.896. Still you think the smaller charge they have on 
entrance at KilKenny would he better than the larger one 
on the animals actually sold P— As for us that is concerned, 
1 ilo not think they take the charge into account at all. 
By extending the charge to all cattle coining in, you could 
have a small charge. 

27.897. 3fr. Richardson (interposing) said: — I attended 
Ballinasloe and sold cattle thete myself, and in that dis* 
trict they prefer to pay when they have sold, and the man 
who does not sell does not like to pay. 

27.898. '.Commissioner to Mr. Kainy.) Youbaveattended 
no such fairs where the charges were on the animals sold 
and as they left the fair green ? — No. 1 never saw any 
tolls but in Kilkenny. 


27.912. In any case, do the farmers weigh the buttH 
before they send it to the buyer P — I could not tell you 
anything about than. 

27.913. Yon do not do it ? — No. 

27.914. Supposing you sent in a firkin containing we 
will say 57 lbs., could they iiscertain that weight of 5/ Iba.? 
— They could, to be sure, if they liked 

27,916-16. What is the customary weight F — I could cot 
tell you anything about tluit. 

27.917. Do you know whether they pay the full vsiae 
to a lb. weight or not P — I do not know. 

27.918. What is the firkin supjioscd to contain or her 
do you sell butter, is it so much a lb. or firkin P~fiy 
cwt., exceptipg that a man came up to me and said Iirill 
gpve you so much. 1 would give it to him if I thought 1 
was getting the right price. 

27.919. But when you send the butter into thebuyen 
you sell by the cwt. P— Yes. 

27.920. Supposing in the weight of the firkin there is » 
cwt. and a ^ of a lb., would they pay you for that j of * 
Ib.P — I do not say they would. They would tellmethert 
would not be a lb. there, hut they pay me. I never exsiouffl 
them. I do not know, but there may be none for ^ * 
know. 

27,.92l. What deduction from the gi'oss weight is 
There is first of all tlie tare branded on hho firkin P--h“ 
branded at the present time, but it was not bmded W 
years back. Tliey allowed 2 lbs. in addition to «« 
branded tare. 

27.922. What™ that 2 lbs. P—12 

the firkin, and then at other times before this theynseo 
take 2U lbs. 

27.923. If the tare is not branded on the firkin th«J 


27.899. Have you any other remarks to offer P— No, only 
what I said with regard to the market committee having 
power to make a rule with regard to days and hours and 
powers to enforce that and power also of compelling goods 
to be sold in the market place, and weighed there instead' 
of around at private yards. 

27.900. The committee never discussed tlie advisability 
of purchasing Mrj. 'Wandesford’s rights if she had legal, 
rights to Ihe markets and I'airs, in order to legally constitute 
themselves the market autbori^ P — As far as 1 (an under- 
stMd from the corstitution of the committee, Ido not 
think Mrs. ^'endeaford ever interfered. 


allow 12 lbs. P— Yes. 

27.924. Do they deduct an additional2 lbs.?— 
say they do. 

27.925. What do you say about the 2 ihs. P—2 lbs. "it 
the bran(l. 


27.926. That is 14 lbs. altogether P — Yes. 

27.927. Did they ever tell you what the 2 Jbs. is f'>'- 
it for aoakogeP — Yes. 

27.928. i^TAe Commissioner to Mr- 
branded tare generally correct ? — It is* ^ 
times. 
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•>7 929. You think the extra deduction of 2 lbs. is a f«r 
tledu’ction P— I think it is. 

27.930. rhe farmers do not object ?— .N'o. 

27 931. You do not deprive them of any benefitP— No. 

•27 932. {To Mr. Conway.) Practiciilly you have no 
check on the buyers as to the weight in the firkin P— No. 

27,933. Do you think there should be some check P — I 
do not think any such thing. 

27,984. If there is anybody who buys butter here, do not 
leTtheir presence away you in giving an answer to the ques- 
tion. Do you think the farmers generally would be better 
satisfied if the butter was weighed at an independent 
public scales, and do you think they would haveany objec- 
tion to pay li. or 2o. or 3d. for weighing the firkin P— I 
do not think they would, but 1 see there is one in Kil- 
kenny, and I should say tiie farmers would sooner come 
hae wd sell than go to Kilkenny. There is a man there 
for the purpose of taring and things. 

27.935. What reason do you assign for that P — T heard 
tbft people would get fairer play here : that is in the clas- 
sifying. 

27.936. The farmers would rather rely upon the 
experience or inexperience of the buyers in classifying the 
butter P— Yes; I was cut one day in Kilkenny, and I 
would not leave it to him. 

27.937. You think the classification is not reliable? — I 
think so. I wou.rt not sell the butter because the buyer 
c-anted to cut me in the price, and 1 got the price after- 
tvards for it. 

27.938. Have you any other observations to make P — 
No. 

Mr. Thomas Mahonv, Clerk of Poor Law Union, 
c.xamined. 

27.939. (ITttness.) If the farmers’ wives go to Kil- 
kenny, their butter is first, second, or third class ; if they 
come to Castlecomer, there is no classification that way. 
The farmers’ wives do not like to show the ticket if their 
butter is third class. 

27.940. They do not lose anything in the intrinsic v^ue. 

It is a mere matter of sentiment ? — It is considered unfair. 

27.941. Do they lose anything in value. Was there any 
Wrong claasification made P — Yes, in the case Mr. Conway 
mentioned, and his case would not be upheld by the mayor. 
'Ike buyer, although promising the price, could go back to 
the rule of the market and claim 5s. a cut per c^vt. 

27.942. (Tie Commissioner io Mr. Conway.) Do you 
think the taster employed was incompetent P — He might 
be for all I know. They say he is a sworn man, and fit to 
do it. 

27.943. Have you beard objections to him P — I certainly 
heard tbat his judgment does not tally with that of 
others. It is very often the reverse as Mr. Conway men- 
tdoned. 

27.944. Was his tasting canvassed P — I am aware it 
was canvassed in the public papers and there were dis- 
cussions in the corporation, but not laterally. The people 
prefer by fat to leave the butter to the judgment of the 
bnvers. 

27.945. (To Mr. Kenny.) In that case the buyers have 
an advantage over the fanner P — No. There is one thing 
J nifty mention, that there is butter sold from this locolily 
in the Kilkenny market that would nob be sold in Castle- 
comer. 

27.946. What is the cause of that? — 1 do not know. 

27.947. You think the buyers who attend here conduct 
it more rightly than in other places ? — The buyers here 
may not have a market for the class of butter tbat would be 
liought in Kilkenny. 

EiCflmtnafion of Mr. Mahony continued. 

27.948. Have you ever heard any objections to these 
fans being held on the streets and the markets on the 
public thoroughfare either here or elsewhere P — No, I have 
®ot. I think the want of railway communication is a 
preventative to liiiving fairs here, because there is no 
accommodation for buyers if they come here, and if they 
could come in here by tram in the morning and buy cattle 
or any other commodity, and go away again and take it 
^**7, 1 think we Would have a great deal larger market, 

^use the butter bought at present, on Saturday, is not 
toie to be sent away until Monday. It has to be sent by 
I 59796. 


cars into Kilkenny or Carlow, whereas if there was railway 
communication, the moment it was bought it could be sent 
away at once. 

27.949. Do they ever expose the butter on the public 
thnroughfiire nnd then bring it to the stores ? — It is on the 
public tlioioiighfare first. 

27.950. Do the buyers themselves come from the stores 
and go around to look at itP — ^There is only one buyer in 
the town who has stores. The other buyers have yards. 
The business people think it a great advantage to them- 
selves to give their yiwds in order to bring custom to 
them. 

27.951. Did you ever hear objections in the summer to 
exposing the butter P — I never heard complninte. 

27.952. Do not they take the lids off file firkins P— No. 
They have bags to cover them. 

27.953. Did you ever bear the butter has deteriorated in 
quantity owing to the heat of the sun P — ^They are under 
large trees which give themsliade. The buyers know their 
customers, and they know the people who come with good 
and bad butter. 

27.954. Have you any observations to make that you 
think would tend to improve the fiiirs ? — We ivant to get a 
railway here. 


Mr. Michael Shortuall examined. 

27,936. You are a farmer P — Yea. 

27.956. Did you hear the observations of Mr. Kenny 
as to the levying or a toll at fairs P—I heard some- 
thing. 

27.957. Did you ever attend fairs at which tolls 
were levied? — I did. It Is a longtime ago only in Kil- 
kenny. 

27,953. Did you ever sell at fairs other than Kilkenny 
where tolls were levied P — 1 did at a great many faii^. 

27.959. If a toll is to be levied, do you think it would 
deter you from going there. I will put it in this way. 
Supposing you found two fairs, one being equally as good 
as the other, but tolls were levied at one and not at the 
other, the one at which tolls werelened being nearer to you, 
would you go to the one that was toll-free? — I do not 
think it would make any difference. 

27.960. It would not act as a deterrent on youP — No. 

I would ktep the toll if I could, but I do not think it 
would prevent me from going to the fair. 

27.961. Do you think all the farmers are of the same 
opinion as yourself P— I think they do not mind. It is so 
general they do not mind. 

27.962. When you are asking the price of an animal, do 
you ever consider the toll you have pwd ? — It is never in 
my mind. 

27.963. Do you ever consider the luck-penny you have 
to giveP — No. Some of them give more and others less. 

27.964. When asking the price for the animal, do you 
consider the deduction you have to make from the price 
that you will get, as luck-penny and toll P — No. 1 will 
get the luck-penny back again wlien I buy. 

27,565. The luck-penny or cattle is always left to the 
disposition of the seller P— Yes, it is according to bis 
generosi^. 

27.961). On some occasions do not the farmers sell 
“ clear to pocket F” — Some of them give a very small luck- 
penny. 

27.967. Do they fix the price and no luck-penny to be 
j^lven ?— That is not in use here at all. There is always a 
luck-penny. 

27.968. Do you i-emember when catfie were brought 
here to fairs ? — I do, but nothing came of their attendance. 
'They were only brought to one pig fair here in the past 
time. 

27 969. What do you assign *as the cause of no cattle 
fairs ’being held. Is it the isolated position of Castic- 
comer ?— I think it is the people’s own fault that do not 
stick up to it, and the want of a railway is another great 
fault. 

27,970. Do you think if cattle were brought from time 
to time to the ftui'S that it would attract buyers and create 
demand P— If it was kept up for a few fairs the buyers 
would come. It must get good publicity. 

Rr 
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27 971 Do notyou think if the number of cattle Mssing 
on BailinakiU remained in Caatlecorner they woidd make 
a good fair P— Yea. There is a lot of cattle aronndthiB 
district. 

27.972. Do you think a necessity exists in Dallinakill 
for a fair green with pens and shelter accommodation r 1 
do not kuow. 

27.973. Speaking generally, do you tJiink it would 
improve the fairs throughout the coimt^ if there mis 
pr^ier accommodation, pens and shelter, in the fair greens P 
—It would make an improvement. 

27 974. Would you rather sell your animals in a fair 
green with pens than out on the public thoroughfare P— If 
there was a good stand for the cattle and a good shed it 
would be a great advantage. 

27,976. Do you sell pigs hero P— No ; only small pigs. 

27.976. There is no charge whateoever on them P— No. 

27 . 977 . Do you give any luck-penny P— There does not 
he much luck on bonbnms. 

27978 . But you do give something P — Yes, something 
like a glass of whiskey. If you sold five or six you might 
give a shilling, 

27 . 979 . No fet pigs come here? — No. 'fhere are 
occasionally fat pigs in the fair. 

27.980. Is this a large honham fair P — No; very small. 

27.981. Do they send the fiit pigs to the other MrsP— 
They go to Kilkenny, Ballyragget and BalUnakill. 

27.982. Have you any suggestions to offer that would 
tend to improve the markets and fairs here P— If we had 
the railway we would have a te. because it is all cattle in 
this country. There is very little illloge. 

27.983. You think the f^s could be fostered here and 
the markets developed P— If there was a train coming in 
we would have a large fair and we would be able to do a 
good deal of work in it. I am sure of it, because it is out 
of this most of the cattle go to Ballinakiil. 

27.984. (Jfr. Doyle.) If we hod a railway we would have 
a fair aud mu-ket. 

27,996. {Mr. Richardson.) That is the universal 
. opinion. 

Inquiry then 


Mr. Ja&ies Doylb rc-exanuned, 

27.986. Supposing some people in the town, we will sar 
a labourer or tradesman, went to the market for a snufi 
quantity of nutatocs such as a atone or hnlf-stonc, coold 
he get them P — ^Tlioy never come for that small quantity. 

27 . 987 . They buy those from the retailers P— Yes. 

27.988. Is this a wholesale market P — ^Yea. 

27.989. The commodities are sold to be subsequently 
retuled P — They are sold wholesale and retail. There is a 
time of the year when the new ])otatoes are brought in and 
retailed. 

27,99(1. Can the labouring jiopulation buy them in 
small quantitioa in the market P — ^Tuere is a certain season 
of the year they can, in AuguBt. 

27,991 • When the now potatoes come in, how are they 
sold. Is it by measure or by weight? — By measure and 
weight. They bring them in cars; some will have scale 
andmorc will measure them. 

27 . 992 . Are these nioasurcs supposed to contain a given 
quantity P— They ore, because the police look after them to 
see they are right. 

27 . 993 . You have no measures for them p — No. 

27 . 994 . {The Commfsstoiter to Mr. Kenny.) Do youthinh 
the committee should have the power to compd &11 
marketable commodities to be confined to one space and 
be weighed at a pulilic scales P — I do. This conrt house at 
one time was the butter market. It was held on the 
ground floor. 

27,996. Was there an exLeusivu market here uriginDlly? 
—It was more extunsivo than now. 

27,996. But this uomniittee have never received nej 
benefit from the market tlicmsolvcs P — No. 

27>99/. Only the expense they have been at on behalf 
of the town generally P — ^That is iiil. 

27.998. How many members ajre there in the committee? 
— ^There U'o 24 or 25, ull the business people of the 
town. 

27 . 999 . Is there any otha' gentleman wbo has any 
observations to make P— No answer 

terminated. 


C A L L A N. 


Witk reference to my inquiry in Gallan on the 17tli Decombor 1888, 1 beg to report 

as follows : — • 1 m 

Gallan is an inland town situate in the comity of Kilkenny, and about eiglit miles 
from tbe city. The only means of communication to it is by car. Tlie trade is fair, 
but is altogether in agricultural produce. The local government is vested in the 
town commissioners, and the population is 2,340. 

The market days in Gallan are Tuesday, Wednesday, and Saturdays. The fairs are 
held on the third Wednesday of each month. 

Tolls are levied at the fairs on the entrance of each animal to the fair green. 
Weighing charges only are levied at the markets, and no rule prevails compelling all 
commodities to be weighed at the public scales. 

The market rights and tolls are the property of the town commissioners of Gallan. 

There were four patents granted for the town of Gallon. The first is dated 
12 . Bdward Dj. (1339) mid authorised the old corporation to take the customs 
specified on each article or commodity named on being brought into the town to m 
sold. The second is dated 12th February 1668, and authorised the corporation to hold 
a market on Tuesdays aud Satnirdays. The third is dated 2nd January 163- 
(7 Charles I. ) and authorised the corporation to hold two fairs, viz., 29th and 30th Juiie, 
10th and 11th August. The fourth patent is dated 22nd July 1790, 30 G-eorge lu., 
and authorised the corporation to hold four additional fairs on 4th May, 13th Jute, 
4th November, and 14th December. 

Previous to 1861 the tolls levied at the fairs were on each, animal actually sold^ 
they left the fair green. In that year, however, the town commission held a meeting te 
increase the number of fairs, and revise the ohai’ges, when the present monthly fairs w 
the third Wednesday of each month, were established without any express authority, 
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aud fclie charges somewhat reduced, but to become payable on each animal as they 
entered the fair greon. Before this the fairs were held on the 4th May, 12th June, 
10th July, 21st August, lOtli October, 4th NoYember, aud 14th December. 

There is no schedule of the charges erected in the market place or fair green. A 
^eio-h-bridge is provided, but it has not the customary railing to make it sufficiently 
capable of weighing cattle. 

According to my instructions I have inspected the market and fair places. 

The markets are held on the main street outside the woigh-houae. This weigh-house 
is substantially built, and is utilised piincipally for weighing purposes, and it is here 
the beams and scales are erected. It has two entrances from the street. Unsold 
commodities can be stored there. The building is one story high, aud the surface is 
is paved. There is no shelter or other accommodation for those frequenting the 
market. 

The fairs are held in a large fine fair green adjoining the court-house. It is 
completely enclosed with a stone wall some five feet high, and has several gate eirtranoes 
aud is seven acres in extent. Between fairs it is utilised for grazing purposes. The 
siuface is level but soft. There arc about 40 pens erected for sheep, but there is no 
shelter accommodation whatever provided. Outside the fair green two sentry boxes 
are placed, where each farmer, on proceeding to the fair, purchases a ticket for each 
animal he wishes admitted, and which he subsequently delivers up at the entrance 
trate. Without these tickets no animals will be permitted into the greon. 

The evidence shows that the system of charging on entrance seems to work 
satisfactorily, but the town commission complain that, not being the urban sanitary 
authority, they are nnablo to make byelaws, or regulations, or otherwise exercise a 
controlling influence over tho markets and fairs other than the collecting of the charges. 
The necessity for byelaws regulating the markets and fairs they say is apparent on 
market and fair days. 

The profits derived from the markets and fairs arc applied towards the lighting of the 
town and other municipal purposes. No town rate has been levied for some ycai's. 

Appended will be found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

JOHN J. O’MEAEA, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Assistant Commisaioner. 

Dublin. 


CaUaiL, 17th. December 1888. 

Mr. Michael Kerwick (town olork) examined. 


S.OOO. Yon are tho town clerk ot OallanP — Yes. 


^,001. When was the town oommission established 
here?— I believe in 1^. 


28,003. Did the propert 7 of tho old corporation 
become vested in the oommission when ostublished? — 
Tes. 


28,004. What corporate property have yon P — ^^''cry 
little, bat wo have some. I boliovo theru 


deal of it leased away. ^ 

28,00.5. Ton are working nudov tlio Act of 185-1 at 
present P— We are. 

28.006. Hava tho Oommissionors hero any control 
OTor the markets and foiraP — Nothing, except tho 
rarioofl people pay coming in inst ns they used to give 
to tbe Grown. 

28.007. Have they any control over the markets ? — 
les, over the markec-hooso, ond weights and scales. 

28.008. Are there any individuals in Onllau oxeroisiug 
any market rights P— No. 


28.014. How is tho market-house ntilized ; is it for 
weighing purposes ? — Tea. 

28.015. For weighing purposes only P — That U all, 

28.016. Commodities ai-e not exposed in it P — No. 

28.017. Are they exposed on the streetP — They are 
principally on Saturday. Potatoes are the chief things 
sold. 

28.018. Would you toll me what fairs ore held hero P 
— Monthly fairs. 

28,01&. What day? — The third Wednesday in each 
mouth. 

28.020. When wore these monthly fairs ostablishedP 
—In January 1861. 

28.021. Under what authority wore they ostablisbodP 
— Well, I could not say that. 

28.022. What fairs were held nrovious to 1881 P — 
believe there were eight fairs. Tocre was a fail- on tho 
4Lh May, lObh Jnne, 12th July, 21st August, 10th 
October, -1th November, and 14th December-. 

28.023. That would bo only seven P — Yea. 

!,024. There wore seven fairs held ? — Yea. 


M fv-j -nn.„,. • ... , . , « .rtr 1 , , 28,025. Were charges levied at these seven fairs P— 

Sahi’)..io™" j T*? ^ — Wcdjicsdajfs and Thoro wore. There were only tho same churgos os afc 

ys, and I belieyo Tuesdays. pi-esout. Tho tolls wore not loviod the samo way. 

7 ®^®- po yon kuow when the nrai-lcets wore exclu- 


airEly confined to one day in tho wook at any period ?— 
i Mheve they were not at any period. 

present all tho marketahlc commodities 
j oiposod for sale on each of these 

ee days P — H’hey ore exposed overv day, but these ai-e 
wepnnoipaldays. ' ^ 

28,012. They have boon tho principal days within 
your meraorr P_v«a mu j 


_ J,026. Wore tolls then levied ou tho animals actually 
sold at these fairs ? — Yes, when coming out. 

28.027. Where were the faira then, held? — On the 
greon. 

28.028. It was the commission(3rs who derived the 
benefit from these chai-ges P — ^It was. 

28.029. Always ? — think so, 

28.030. Is this fair green enclosed ? — It is. 

28.031. Who was it originally povided itP— 1 beliovc 
Lord Clifdeu enolosod it. Ho did not wall it in for the 

O msc of a fair green ; ho walled it in as a park for a 
y Dover. She intended to bnild a house, and when 
11 r 2 
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memory P— Yes. There is moro sold on days not 
® ^ market days, because it is 

«e custom of the town. 


®re the markets held? — Wo have a 



done the Corporate Act came into foi-oe, and they wero 
obliged to sorrender the whole of it. 

28 0d2 When did it come into tho cominiBsionera’ 
hande first?— Uuder tho uinih of George tho Fourth, 
whatever date that was. 

28,083. Since then the corporation have been levying 
jbargoB ? — Yes. 

28 034. I'l 1861 you altered the fairs, or rather 
yon ’ abolished tho old fahs. and established new 
mont hly fairs ? — Yes. 

28,035. And also arranged the payment of the 
charges ?— Yoe. 

28,080. You have a charge on entrance now P— Yea. 

28 • 37. You do not considei- whether the animals are 
subsequently eold or not ? — No. 

28.038. Have you got a scUcchilo of tho charges you 
levy P— We have. 

28.039. Is it erected on fair days?— It used to bo 
erected, but not latterly. 

28.040. The public have no opportunity of inspoctiDg 
the charges, or the different rates of chargee P— No. It 
does not be up. It need to be formerly, Imt not at 
present. The charges are well known, and it was not 
thought neceseary. 

28.041. Have you a welgh-ljridge capable of weighing 
oattle ?— There can be cattle weighed on it. It is an 
ordinary large weigh-bridge. 

28.042. There are no railings around it to confine the 
cattle P — No. They were never required. 

28.043. Did the farmers ever ask you to weigh oattle, 
or did you ever weigh cattle P— I ^Ta8 never asked. 

28.044. What is the e^dent of this fair green, I 
believe about seven acres P— It is between seven and 
nine acres. 

28.045. How do you hold it. Have you tho fee- 
simple of it ? — Yes. 

28.046. Is Lord OUfden tho owner of tho town P — 
Principally. 

28.047. He is the lord of the manor P — Yes. 

28.048. Did he ever exercise any market rights here P 
No, not within my knowledge. 

28,049.. Or would you have learned from the minutos 
of the corporation P— No. 

28.050. Did he ever exercise any riglita ? — His agent 
is Mr. Ryan of Hilfairy, and he bald always the manage, 
ment of everything in his bonds. Ho decided all cases 
of dispute and everything that way, and the collection 
of the tolls. He exercises that right all along, but it 
was as chairman of the corpomtiou. 

28.051. What beam and scales have you in this 
majket-bouse P — An ordinary beam. 

28.052. Have yon only one P — We have a small one 
for batter and a large one for potatoes. 

28.053. You have only one weigh-bridge P— That is 
alL 

28.054. Who have you employed weighing thecom- 
mo^ties on market days P — Mr. Kelly ^ weigh- 
master. 

23.055. Is this beam and scale ample for the t^ade of 
the town P — They are presently. 

28,053. You levy weighing charges ? — ^Yes. 

28.057. Would you tell me what commodities are 
brought hers on market days P — ^Nothing but potatoes, 
und straw and bay to the council. There used to be a 
good deal of roll butter, but since the creamery was 
got up that is done away with. 

28.058. Is corn brought here P — ^No. 

28.059. No com at all ? — The corn all goes to Iho 
jjrivate stores. There are five or six private stores in 
tho town and they weigh there themselves. Oom is 
bought very extensively, but not in the public market. 

28,030. Axe bay and straw and turnips P— Yes. 

28,081. Any vegetables? — No. 

28.032. Or fish P — That is sold on tho street. 

28.033. It oomes in P — ^Yes. 

28.064. Does any turl P — ^Yes. 

28.065. Do they bring any cattle or pigs on market 
day P — We have no pig market at all. 

28.066. Or pig fair P — There is a pig market for small 
pigs bnt no market for fat pigs. The bonhams are 
brought in on fair days in creels. 

28.067. What charges do you levy at the beam and 
scales P — K. penny for roll butter weighing ten pounds 
and upwards, and a half-penny for leas. A penny for 
'ten stone 'of potatoes and upwards, and a half-penny for 
leas. 


28.068. What is tho oharge at tho bridge p—Tiue. 
holfpence por load. 

28.069. In ospeotivc of tho commodity that miehi 

on tUoloadP— yo8. “"gnioe 

28.070. Those nro tho only charges yon have ?— Yea. 

28.071. You have no porterage charges P— No. 

28.072. Have you any byolaws regulating the markets 
or faii-a P— No. Wo wero looking for byelaws. 

28.073. Have you any patent or charter under which 
you hold tho market ami fairs P— We have. I helieva 
there is a charier for neai'ly every day in tho week. 

28.074- What dominonts have you hereP ^Thieisa 

patent dated 1632 granting the fairs. (Wtinew produced 
t%o paioni.) 

28.075- 6. tJndcr this charter tho corporation within 
your memory or knowledge novor exercised any rights 
given to thorn by it P — No. 

28.077. Or under any chartors or patonte to levy tolls 
at tho mai'kots ? — I could not say. 

28.078. Are tho charges you have at tho markets 
merely weighing charges, or are they tolls P — They ars 
weighing charges. 

28.079. If corumoditios aro lirought into the market 
and exposed for salo, and sold but not weighed at the 
beam and scales, do yon levy any charge P-^o. 

28.080. You only charge when the beam and scalss 
are availed of P — Yos. ’Inei'e is only a fractiontd part 
of the tbinwH weighed there at all. They are all 
weighed about tho town. 

28.081. Do yon know was this olterutiou in the 
monthly fairs mode imdor any authority. Did you get 
the oonsonl of the Looi^ Qoverumuut Board to it, or 
did you got any subaoquont grant in 1801 from the 
Privy Council P — I think not. It was on the adviceof 
our own solicitor wc eriahlishod thorn, relying on the 
fact that wo had a charter for Wednesday. 

28.082. You say these ohartora gave you a right to 
hold fairs on apecifio days, but not on the dates yoa 
actually hold them at present P — Yes. 

28.083. Then the commlssionors, I prcBume, bad a 
meeting in 1861, and dooming it desirable to have 
additional fairs they voluntarily established them F— I 
think that was the way it was done. 

28.084. Were yon in tho servico of the enmmissionan 
at tho time ? — ^No, I am only there for tho last couple 
of years. 

28.085. Yon have no storogo aceommodation provided 
here in Oallau ? — No ; wo have nothing except the 
market-house. 

28.086. That is only availed offirr weighing purposesf 
— ^Thal is all. 

28.087. Do you oroct tho boatn and scales ou the 
public thoroughfare ou market daysP — Noj they an 
all inside. 

28.088. How do you hold this building P— Wa hold it 
in fee. 

28,f'89. Oould yon toll mo the charges y6n levy at 
tiro fairs on uuti'anoo P — Two ponco on cows, a penny on 
yearlings, throo pence ou cars, 'oud a bidf-penuj on 
sheep. 

28.090. What do tlioy bring in the oars P— Generally 
pigs. 

28.091. Anything else P — No. 

28.092. No horses are brought hero P — There ^ 

we chai'go a shilling. They ouly como. to a couple oi 
faira in the year. 

28.093. No matter what tho animals are iiat ttey 
bring in caris, or how many, you only charge the Ihree 
pence P — That is alb 

28.094. If any of those bonhams are sold subsequently 
you do not ebargo anything additional P — No. 

28.095. Is the oharge for availing themselves of the 
fair green ? — ^Ic is. 

28.096. Do they sell olsewhoro than in the fair 
do they soli on tho public thoroughfare P — They on. 

28.097. Do you levy any charge on them P — ^No. 

28.098. Have you any rule restricting 
animals olsewhoro than on the fair green P — No. 

28.099. Does the groat majority of the farmew 

themselves of this fair green P — Yes ; very 
sold outside, except a day there, would bo great cau 
cattle. . 

28.100. "Would there be sufficient space in the 
green P — Lota of space. 
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28,101- reason do jrou assign for their Belling 
on the publio thorongbfaro P — Some days ■when there is 
0 rise on cattle the hnyers try to get them on the wny. 

28.102. Pmctionlly it ia the Ijnycra -who inteveupb tin- 
farmers on tho way? — Yea, nnd iu simiu instances, if 
that crowd ont we hare tho power of removing them 
off the street for obatrncting tho roadway. On several 
oectaions we did that. 

28.103. How ia this fair green utilised between fairs P 
—For grazing pnrpoBoa. 

28.104. Do you lot it for grazing P — No, except for 
cattle for one night, and to butchm-s in tlie tomx. They 
pay 91 for the use of it for sheep in the ycui-. 

28,106. How many pay this? — Two; and the cattle 
goingto or from Kilkeo'ny or Oarriok may stop for one 
night, and we charge a penny ])or lioatl. 

28.106. K farmers brought cattle U>o night before tho 
fair wonld yon allow them in ? — Yea. 

58.107. Wonld you oharge anything P — YeSiaponuy 
pci head, but tlioy do not avail themsolvos of that. 

28.108. Where do yon collect this entraneg charge ? 
—At the gote. 

28.109. How many gates have you P— Tliero aro six 
gates on it, but two gates do — tho two are togothor. 

26.110. When they aro paying this charge, do yon 
give them any ticket or doefeot P — Wo do. They get 
the ticket at the box ontside the gate, and they go to 
the man on tho gate and give him the ticket for the 
number of cattle they have. 

28.111. Well, now, does that ontranco chargo work 
better at the ordinary fairs than having a charge on 
the animal octunllv sold P — I think it is botiter. There 
was a great, deal of tronblo when levying tho clmrge on 
the cattle actually sold. 

28.112. You do not 'think the paymoiit at ctibvance in 
any way oanaoa delay P — I tbbk not. 

28.113. What por-centage of the animals brought is 
BoldP— I anppose about two-thirds. At one fair this 
year I heard everything hronght in was sold. It is all 
according to the demand for cattle. 

28.114. ' Did yon ever hear any grumbling or com- 
plaints by those who did not effect a sale' of their 
anim'alsP — ^No ; they never complain. 

28.116. Did you ever heai- any complainta from tho 
■people who exposed oommoditics in the mna-ket-place 
that there ■was no shelter accommodation or protection 
for the perishable oommoditics P — No. 

^,116. Have you Mb tho balance shout of the oom- 
missiooers boro P — I havo. 

28.117. You have nob got u copy of it f — This ia tho 
iMtandit mode, only a fow days ago I prepared the 
sheet for the last 20 years us regards the fairs. 

28.118. Are these mentioned in tho query sheet tho 
gross receipts P — Yes. 

28.119. You havo not mode out the oxponditnrc for 
me ?— No. 

*M,120. Yon havo hero tho groas roceipts from tho 
raw lost year 681. 16a. 2<I. P— Yos. 

28,121. And from tho beam and scnlos 61. Is. 2d. P-s 


28.122. And from the weighbridge 51. Ss. Id. P— Yea. 

28.123. Whot did the grazing of the ftiir green come 
to lost year ?— 1(J/. 7». l.T, 


28 12k DU have Uuio in another colunmrente. Arc 
tbi^t- routs of buildings in coiinoxiou with tho market P 

Yos; wo built n lot of cottt^s Here, bnt tbe j-ents 
aro uul nl pre.sunl paid. Tliuy nio let at a ahiiling a 
week, iiuil alVjr H'lmutiiue they will be paying. 

28.125. Are these unizaiw’ dwellings P— They are 
labourers dwoUmgs. 

They havo nothing bo do with the market P — 
Yes, omcers. 

28.127. Yon havo no stalls in the market? ^No. 

28.128. For bntohera or meat dealers P — No. 


28.129. Your only expense in connexion with the 
market IS Mr. Kelly's salary P — Yes, and another man. 
Wo have tho scavenger and lamplighter. 

28.130. That ia not iu coniiosion with the fairs ?— No. 

28.131. Is your only expense Mr. Kelly’s salaryp— 
Yes, and the mmi on thi: groon. 


28,133. You say you havo six men engaged at the 
fiurs?— Yes. 

^,134. On on average what do you j>ay these ?— Two 
shillings a d^. That is ten shillings, beennse I do not 
inclnde Mr. Kelly. There are five men, and Mr. Kelly. 

28.135. How is the profit derived from this auDlied P 
— ~W e light the town. 

28.136. Then you apply the profits derived from the 

markois and faii-s to inonicipal purposes? Yea. 

28.137. "What aro yom- taxes here ? — We havo had 
no taxes for the lost six or seven years. We intend to 
levy a tax now of eightpeuco iu the pound. 

28.138. Have you any private income apart from the 
fairs and markets P — No. 


28.139. Is that able to light the town? — It is. 
Latterly we got a little into debt, but we will levy this 
rate to meet that. 

28.140. Did the commissioners ever contemplate 
making byelaws to regulate the markets P— They cud. 

28.141. Did they take any steps to obtain the sanction 
of the Local Government Board P — We applied to the 
Local Government Board, and they referred ns to the 
Board of Works, os we were not the sanitary author!^. 

28.142. Who is the sairitai-y anthority ?— The board 
of guardians. 

28.143. It was because you were not the sanitary 
anthority they wonld notallow yon to make the byelaws P 
— They wonld not toll us tho reason, bat said they had 
no authority in the matter. 

28.144. With reference to the corn, wonld yon say a 
good supply comes into the town P — There is a good 
supply. 

28.145. Oouldyou give any approximate idea of the 
quantity P — I conld not. Mr. Coadj is the man who 
con do that. He is the principal buyer. (Tlte witness 
then produced the foUomng wcount ) ; — 


Abstract of the Accotots of tlic Cauak Towk Co^tmssiosEKS for tho Yonr ending 30th Juke 1 
Reeei^da. JSKjienditure. 


To biilauce due by treasurer 

£ s. d. 
21 11 9 

1888. 
June 80. 

By towu clerk’s salary fur IS months 

1 , late towu cleric, Mr. Iljan 

29 12 11 


„ wuigh-nutAter wages 

„ town clerk ... 

6 12 to 


„ lamplighter, Ac. do. • 

„ tolta at ftirs ... 

C6 15 21 


„ Board of I’ubllc Works, principal 
and interest no loan to 

1 , market receipts 

6 I 2 


labourers' cottages 
„ Local Goverment Board for audic 

>, weigh-bridge ... 



» rente - 

40 19 4 


„ public lati)|i8 ... 

u grazing, fair green 

10 7 1 


„ taxes .... 

» petty eeeeiona fioee 

4 16 6 


„ repairs to house property 

» dog tax . . . 

1 4 2 


„ market expenses 


£197 9 1 


„ streets do. 

„ town hall ... 

„ fair expenses - 

„ priudng - - 

„ balance due by treasurer 
„ do. late clerk 

„ do. clerk 


CoUHTESAT CrOKEB. 

Auditor. 


5th December 1888. 
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Sir. Thomas ISsliy examined. 

C8,ltG-7. You weig>i tnavkotablo commodities' at tUie 
Ijoara mill scaloeP — Yea. 

28.148. 'When weigliing potatoes do you always give 
a ticket denoting the woight P— T do. 

28.149. Do yon levy any additional charge for that 
ticket?— No. There ia a penny charged for enry 
barred of notatoes up w* 20 atone, and a halfpenny from 
10 Rtono (lowE. 

28.150. If it is over 20 stone, Kiy 21 stone, what do 
you chufjie ?—Aaiy thing over 20 atone ia three bolfponce. 

28,161. Then it ia a halfpenny for every 10 atone, ox 
fraction of that? — Yra. 

25.152. When giving a ticket denoting the weight do 
yon charge anything for iho ticket?— 1 only charge a 
penny for weighing the hag. 

28.153. Then yon charge nothing for the ticket P— No. 

28.154. Ib it printed? — Yos. 

28.155. Do yon sign it? — I do. 

28.156. "What do you put on it ; do you put the name 
of the buyer and seller ? — If they require it I do. 

28.157. Do yon put down the tare of the sack ?— I do. 

23.158. Do you weigh the sack or catimate it? — I 
give the gross weight of the Buck of potatoes, and let 
themselves deduct the weight. 

28.159. Yon nevov estimate the tare, or ascertain it, 
or pub it on the ticket ? — No. 

28.160. "When weighing potatoes what is the amallcat 
weight you weigh down to. If you are weighing 
a Ing of potatoes, the actual weight of which is 
19 stone 6 uas., would yon put down 19 atone 6 lbs. as 
the weight? — Yea. 

28.161. Do yon put the pound weight into the scales ? 
—Ido. 

28.162. Is it customary to weigh down to a pound P— 
Yes. I weigh the grosa weight, ^ag and all. 

28.163. When weighing potatoes do you put the 
pound weight iuto the acaie and weigh down to a pound.? 
—I do. 

28.164. Then you have nothing whatever to do with 
the tare ?— No. 

28.165. Do you perform the labour of putting the 
weights into the scales yonrselfP — I do. 

28.166. Who puts the baga of potatoes from the cart 
into the scales? — There is a man along with me to help 
me to put iu the bags. 

28,16?. Save the farmera to pay anything for that P 
— ^He is considered to help me to put them in. 

28.168. The farmers are not compelled to pay any 
charge P — No, they are not. 

28.169. Do yon weigh com at allP— I do. 

28.170. What do you charge for weighing com P— A 
penny per sack. 

28.171. Do you perform any duty in connexion with 
the tore P — ^No ; I would give the gross weight. 

28.172. Do you weigh the loads at the bridge P — Yes. 

28.173. Do you give a ticket denoting the weight P— 
Tea. 

28.174. Is it a printed form P — Yes. 

28.175. Do yon weigh the empty cart P — ^Yes. 

28.176. Always? — ^Yes. 

28.177. How long are you in the service of the com- 
missioners P— I am two years. 

28.178. During that period have you ever known any 
frauds to have been committed in lightening the cart 
or ohanging the wheels after the delivery, and befoi'e 
the cart is brought back to you P — I id not. 

98.179. Ton never bad a case of that kind P — No. 

28.180. What loads do you weigh P — Sometimes coal, 
straw, hay, and different commodities. 

28.181. And turnips ?— Yes. 

29.182. Still you have only one chax*ge, that ia three 
halfpence a load? — Yes. 

28.183. I suppose the beam and scales and onnoil are 
available every day of dia week P— Yes. 

28.184. You attend there every day P— Yes. 


28.185. Is there any scUodulo of these charges erected 
in tho wotgh-houso P— Thoro was, and it was tak^'^ 

28.186. Tberi! is none uroctod there now or on tie 
lust moi’kct day P — No. 

28.187. Are all the commodities sold before they are 
woighud lit yonr beam and scales or oancilP_^.n 
they oome into tho market whether they are sold or not 
I weigh and got paid for thorn. 

28.188. When you weigh a sack of potatoes is that 
sack of iiolatoes nsnally sold before it is brought to yon 
to bo weighed P — Sometimea and more times the poia. 
toes are left thoro until tho next market day. ^ 

28.189. Has tho farmer usually sold the bag of 
potatoes boforo ho weighs at your scales P— Ho d^not 
nave it sold. 

28.190. Must allqjobiiiotis oomo into the market to bo 
weighed at yonr aoiilcs P— They must. 

28.191. Whether sold or not P — There ore a great 
many bags of potatoes that do not come in at all. 

28.192. You do not roceivo any charge on them?— 
No; I could not charge. 

28.193. Is thoro a rule in tho market reqoir'mg lU 
potatoes to be weighed at tho beam and scales?— 1^. 

28.194. I take it yon never actually weigh nnUsa 
they havo elfeotod a ealo P — That is tho case. Ihey 
presont the hag to mo and I weigh it. 

28.195. ‘Whon thoy do ]>roKont tho bag have they 
provioasly sold tho bag of potatoes P — Sometimes they 
nave and aomotiracs tlioy have not. 

28.196. Do you ovormakonpthoir accounts forthemP 
—I do somobimoB whon they require it. 

28.197. In weighing butter, down to what weight do 
you weigh the rollbnttor, or in other words do you pnt 
the ounce weight into tho scales P — I do. 

28,108. When weighing butter and potatoes do yon 
ivo a cost of the beam P — I give them on a balance, 
do not think thoy pay for less than a quarter of 
batter. 

28,199. Do they pay for lees than a half-stone of 
potatoes P — ^Thcy would if they were new potatoes. 
^,200. 1 mean the old potatoes P — They do not 

28.201. They do not pay for less than a half-stone?— 
No. 

28.202. But you will actually ascertain tiie weight?— 
Yob. 

28,208. Do you keep any block of these tickets yon 
give P-I do. 

28.204. Do you fill thorn inP — Tea. 

28.205. Do you over copy them into a book P — I do. 

28.206. As well as keeping the block P— Yes ; there 
is a block for every ticket. 

28.207. Is tho quantily given in tho block entered 
into anotlior book P — No ; tho block is retted. 

28.208. So that if they lost tho ticket you can alwsye 
give them another copy P — Yos. 

28.209. Would you obavgo them anything additional? 
— No, not a halfpenny. 

28.210. Havo yon any opportunity of aacortainiiigtbc 
current prices of the otnor commodities brought in, suen 
OB vegetablos, bay, and straw F — I could. 

28.211. Do you ascertain tho prices of them P— I do. 

28.212. Supposing it was required from the comffiis* 
siOQors to mo^e a periodical return of the current prices, 
could that be done P — They never required that from 
me. 

28,218. But if the commissioners themselves 
required -by tho Government to make a return V*® 
current prices of the different marketable commodities 
brought ‘here, could it be done P — ^I'ho sellers do not 
generally let mo know what they get, or do nob get. 

28.214. Do not you mako up the tickets for the peopl® 
sometimes? — Yes, in potatoes. It is seldom tbeym®“ 
up the tickets tbamso^os. 

28.215. ('fo 3fr. rnitmih) Do yon tlink it wonld I* 
possible to mako such a return P — I do not thm* * 
would be easy. 

28.216. You do not think the buyers and Bellert 

would tell you the truth P — I do not. Yon oonld c 
know what the correct price would be, as they gonerai 7 
put on to it. , t ■ 
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The folIowiDg aro tho tickets giTon at tbo beam and 
Boales and weighing machines 

Cauam Butteb Mahhet. 

No.^ 

day of 188 

_lbs. 

Weighmnstor. 


worked well np bo this. I am afraid these changbe m ay 
be very daugerone. This plooo is not important enough 
to go to the expense of building a big market, but 
yards or sheds would be very useful. 

_ 28,233. Is there much of the suirounding country in 
tillage ? — It was a tillage district, but they are letting 
overthing Into grass now. 

28,234-. What per-centage of thoacrcagc is in tillage P 
— 1 have uo idea. 

28,235. Haro you had any experience of fairs and 
markets othortban those in CallauP— Yes j in Kilkenny 
and Carlow. 


Town Ookmissiokkus’ WEteir Bbidos, 

Callan 188 

Ton*. Cwtii. Qk. Lb*. 

Gross weight, : : : 

Car weight, i ■ » 

Net weight, : : = 

Description of goods, 

From 

To^ 

Weighmaeter. 


28.236. Ton have experience ofplaoea where tolls are 
levied and where they are not ?— There aro tolls levied 
at Ballingany, near us. 

28.237. I am asking a general question. From your 
knowledge of the farmers, do you think the exaction 
of a toU ou marketable commodities brought to the 
market uota in any way as a detorrent ou the people 
bringing in a sup[ily they would otheiwise bring in f— 
Ifo; it does not acre. 

28.238. But yon have uo toll boro ?— There is a 
charge for weighing, 

28.239. Bo you think if a toll were levied on all 
commodities, would it deter the people from briuginc 
them into tho market, or would it injure the market? 
— To be sure it would. 


Mr . Paihick Coady oxamined. 

28.217. You are tho chairman of tho town conimis- 
sioners P — Yes. 

28.218. Yon havo some oxporionco of this fair green? 
—Yes. 

28.219. Do yon approve of tho system adopted bore in 
Oallan, since 1861, of levying a ohavgo on oil animals as 
they enter P — I think it Is the liottor way. 1 was con- 
nected with the corporation when wc had it, and I 
remember when they bogan Bghtiug and quarroUing 
about the customs. The corporation used to have a lot 
of men collecting the tolls. They h.ad very serious 
lawsuits in the superior courts for many years 5 bat 
when the commiaslouers wore ostablishcd under the 
ninth of George the Fourth they adopted the plan of 
charging on the cattle coming in, and it comes ligbtcr 
on the people. 

28.220. The present chiu'ge is always paid by the 
farmer?— Yes ; that was always so. 

28.221. On other ocoasions was not it the buyer who 
paid on the animals octoolly sold P — I believe it was 
going ont the charge used to be paid formerly. 

28.222. Was not it tho bnyor who paid the charge in 
that case P — ^No ; but the sellor. 

28.223. Was it oustomiuy for the sellor to remain in 
possession of the animal until he come out ont of the 
fedr ? — Yes, I think he used to go and put up in some 
yard. There was a gang of men at tho pate, nud they 
would ask. “ Did you buy or soli,” and if the animal 
was not branded moy wonld swear him. 

28.224. Was it to avoid that oonfastou yon levied the 
charge on eutranceP — Yue. 

28.225. Was that tho pxincipal ovuse P — Yes. It is 
nice on tho people aud moro agrcuublo, and it givoe 
them some valno for their money. It is a very low 
charge now, aud at that time it wa.s very high, 

28.226. The. charges were somewhat considerubly 
higher than they are at prosonkP — ^Yes,th 6 ohargo was 
4L on a cow then. 

28.227. Yon havo uo shelter accommodation in this 
fair green P — No. 

^.828. Have you any pens P — Yes ; pone for sheep. 

- 28,229. What number of puns bavo you ? — ^About 40. 

28,250. Did you over hear the farmers agitating for 
ahelter in the fair green P — They uovor asked to my 
knowledge. 

28.231. Were any representations mado to the town 
commissioners that it was necessary P — ^No. 

28.232. Do you think tho proper place to hold the 
markets is on tho pnblio sh-oets, or do you think it 
Would tmid to improve the markets of Callan if there 
was a proper market bnildiup, with shelter aoconimo* 
oaHoi^ and a rule restreiniug tho exposure of com- 
Duties elsewhere than in this market hnllding P — I 
thmk the markets are getting ou very well. They have 


28.240. Supposing there was this shelter accommo- 
<hxtiou provided, and proper market buildings erected, 
so as to alibi'd protection to any jirriahable commodity 
they bring in, os well as protection for themsslves from 
the rain, do you think they would be willing to pay a 
small charge to maintain that bnilcling P— L believe they 
would pay it for tho maintenance of a shed in way. 

28.241. That is if they got an adequate return P — Yes, 
if they found it was not levied for the purposes of 
exaction. 

28.242. You consider they would have no objection 
to pay a small charge if they got an adequate retnru 
for it P — I am satisfied they would not. 

28.243. Yon find that experience in the ioir green, 
where they pay it P — ^Yea. 

28.244. Did you ever hoar complaints fi'om those 'who 
did not ofiect a sale, that they hod to pay P — ^No, ns a 
rule 1 might have heard one. 

28.245. Are the fairs well attended here P — ^The fairs 
are very well attended. They are vei'y good. 

28.246. Did the commissioners ever make up any 
rotnrn of the number of tho diiforent species of animau 
brought into the fairs ? — They have that 011 thoir tickets. 
Tborc is a moat important market, .and tho [uople aro 
very badly oil' for snoltor. That is the fowl market. 

28.2- 47. Are miy tolls levied ou the fowl brought in? 

— No. 

28.2- 18. On market days do clothes-dealers come here 
aud erect stundiugs about Uie town ? — No. The people 
of the town may Have some little things. No strangers 
cume except on fair days. 

28.249. Do they stand out on the public thoroughfare? 
—They do ou tho Bide of the fund. 

28.250. There is nothing payable by them ? — ^No. 

28.251. Do yon know have those jKJople hawker's 
licenses? — Tho police look after that, and ai'e pretty 
sharp in looking after it too. 

28.252. Do they always have licenses P — ^Yes, the 
police sergeant says. 

28.253. Have yon any obBervations to make, or sug- 
gestious to offer os to what wonld tend to the improve- 
mout of the markets in Oulhtn, or what you would like 
to see perfected P— The only thing is in our byelaws for 
the regulation of tho maraet, we have no power now. 
They sometimes come in the middle of tho night with 
fowl aud buy in the dark, and it is very objectionable to 
buyers and sellers, and the people comoliun very much. 
Some poor people coming in with fowl may have thorn 
picked from them, aud they cannot identify thorn in the 
<^*k with other fowl. Tho byelaws do not give ns tho 
power to regulate tho hour for holding the market. 
There is some littlo power of Rcttliiiir disputes us it is, 
but it uiight be made mui 0 oleiir, and semu few things 
of that kind. 

28,'25 l. What is the usual hour for the market to 
commence ?--Thevo is no fixed hour. 


Ur 1 
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5i8,265. What hour does it _ usually commence P— 
About fonr o’clock in the morning- 

28.256. I do not mean the fowl market, bat the 
general market P— About six o’clock in the monnng. 

28.257. Whet honr does it teriniiiatoP— 12 or 1 
o’clock. 

28.258. Up to what hour does the fowl mai-ket last P 
From 4 or 5 up to 9 o’clock. 

28.259. Where is this fowl mai-kct heldP— On the 
streets of the town. 

28.260. Did you ever hear any complaints of foro- 
stallintf, that is the buyers goiug ou* and interceptmg 
tne piople on the roadP -Certainly. The buyers go out 
forestalling and tbat is an objectionable thmg. It 
would be a matter of the greatest regularity if we had 
the power to prevent snyone buying or selling until all 
were assembled in the markei. 

28.261. Do you thiuk if suchapowor was given to 
the commissioners, and all the commodities concentrated 
ill a particular spot, that the farmers would got a bettor 
price for the fowls, if there woa the ordinary oomi»o. 
tition amoog the buyers ? — I am sure many do get 

cheated in the- foreatiming system. 

28.262. Ts that practice relative'to fowl alone ?— Yes. 
In the other markets the commodities are sold every 
hour of the day, and delivered eve^ hour at the private 
stores. The people go around with thmr somples and 
sell, and afterwards deliver the commodity. 

28.263. Have you any further suggestions to make P 
-No. 

28.264. Do you weigh the corn you purchase your* 
self? — ^Yes. 

28.265. It has not been previously weighed by the 
fanner ? — do not know. 

28.266. Do you levy any charge for weighing that 
com P — Not at alL 

28.267. Did yon ever hear the farmers complaining of 
the owners of private stores weighing themselves P— 
No. 

28.268. Do you think it would be batter and would 
tend to create more confidence between buyers and 
ecUers if all marketable commodities, com included, 
were weighed at a public and independent scale P — It 
would be better for the buyer, because it would rave 
him a good deal of trouble. 

28.269. Do you think there would bo more confidence 
between the buyer and seller if tbat rule wore 
practised P— Of oouiso there would be more dis- 
interested persons weighing it, but the people ore 
satbfied with the weighing in the stores. 

28.270. In weighing com, what weight do you weigh 
down to ? — Down to a pound. 

28.271. Do you pay for a pound P— Yes. 

28.272. Is it by the barrel you buy it ? — ^Tes. 

28.273. If under the barrel and weighed in the sack, 
you only pay for the weight P — ^Thero is no deduction 
from the weight. 

28,274 If over a barrel is in the sack do you mve 
the sellar the proportionate value P — Yos. I pay him 
for whet ho has. I would pay him a bulfpeiiny. 

28.275. Do you ratimate the taro of the sack ? — Wo 
weigh the sock. 

28.276. You always weigh the sack? — Certainly. 

28.277. Could you mve any idea of the quantity of 
com bi-ought hero and sold ? — ^No ; there are so many 
buying. They got very much out of the wheat trade 
I think this year, and it was the principal thing hero, 
.They have not sold much oats this year. The fore- 
stalling in the fowl is very ohjectionaulc. 

28.278. Do yon think it enhances the value of the 
• fowl, tbat is, if the forestallers who buy them combine 
together ? — I do not think there is any intention that 
way at all. 

28,278a. There are none of the animals sold in the 
town P — ^No. 

28.279. They are all exported P— Yes. Whether the 
price is eucbanced or not, I could not say, but the 
magistrates interfered in a sown near Waterford to 
stop a fowl market that used to commeuoo at 12 o’clock 
ai nigbt, and half the fowl of the country used to bo 
stolen, and no one could identify them; and when they 


camo hoi'o about 4 o’clock in tho morning they have 
tho samo opportunity. 

28.280. Do you think it gives an opportunity of sell- 
iug stolon fowl? — Yos. 

28.281. Did you hoar any complaints in that wav 

No. ' 

Mr. Thomas SiraiiEr examined. 

28.282. Do you oonour in tho opinion expressed by 
Mr. Goody, that n noccssily exists for tbo shelter 
accommodation in the fowl market? — ^It would be 
desirable. 

28.283. Did tho commissioners never consider it 
necessary to erect such P — They did frequently, but 
they have not the moans. 

28,284 Thou it is only n financial difficulty that is 
restvniniiig thorn from crooting snob aocommodalionp 
— That is all. It is a groat noocssity for the buyers, 
because thoy nro obliged to leave the fowl — ^valuable 
fowl at Bomo acasons of tho yoav — exposed to the rain. 
Olid it injures the fowl. 

28.285. What reason do yon ossi^ for the fowl 
mai'kct being hold in the morning. Is it to convenience 
the buyers so tbat tbuy can catob trains P — That cannot 
bo bccauso on. diflcreut occasions of late years, aad 
oven up to last week they entered into a i-osolutioa 
that they wonld not buy until a certain time in the 
market, and then a atnmger camo and bought before 
the hour fixed. It waa violated tho fU'st day. 

28.286. Was this a rule made by the buyers them- 
solves P — Yes. 

28.287. As a rule is the butter exposed on the street? 
— Eoll butter is a thing of tho past. 

28.288. When it did come in was it sold on tbe 
pnbllc street P — No ; but in the mai-kot-bouse, and 
weighed in the mai'ket-hoase. 

28.289. Supposing they do not effect tho sals of a 
commodity ou market-day, can you store it until the 
following day P — The potatoes can bo stored. 

28.290. Is that in the morket-bouso P — Yes. 

28.291. Wluit charge is levied P — No charge. 

28.292. Do you think it would be advisable to have a 
general market bnildiug, and confine tbe sale aud 
exposure of all commodities to this bnilding, and take 
them off tho public thoroughfare P — It is doubtful in a 
place like this. Tbe Kilkenny people make oomplaints 
of the choi'gca in Kilkenny when some of them came 
to sell corn ucro na thoy did this year. 

28.293. Have you over bought or sold at the fairs P— 
Yes. 

28.294. Have they got tho system of luck-peuuy 
herep — ^Yos. 

28.295. Is there any rule rogulatinc the amoimt of 
it P— No. 

28.296. It is always left to tho disposition of the 
seller? — ^Yes. 

28.297. It is customary to give it P— Tea. 

28.298. Do you think when thoy are fixing tbe price 
of tho aiiiniuX tliac thoy take into consideration the 
amount of tho luck-pomiy subsoquontly given P — Not at 
all. It doos not affect tho salo much. 

28.299. When ni'guuig about the price of an animal 
do they cTor come to tho conclnsioa to sell it at a 
cei'taiu prioo “ dear to pocket,” that is, taking a certain 
prioo, aud giving no luck -penny P — That occurs some- 
times. 

28.300. Do thoy thou consider tho luck-penny in fixing 
tho prioo of tho auiiual P — Tho luok-ponuy is a BmsU 
thing. 

. 28,301. Have they any fixed luck-penny on pigs?— I 
do not thiuk there is. 

28.302. You do not sell or buy anyP — We have no 
fat pig fah- hero at all. 

Mr. Thomas Waism examined. 

28.303. (Witness.) If wo had railway accommodation 
we would have a fat pig ftur. It deprives ns of a gooi 
pig fair and horse fair. The nearest railway is 10 milss 
away. It has allected the com ti-ado too, for it costa 
tho corn buyers a good deal to send tho corn sway to 
the nearest station, and it hinders thorn in a grest 
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measnio that they cannot pnt out the quantity that they 
want on account of the cartage. 

28,304- Have yon hod exporionce of fairs in other 
toffus besides Oalloii P— Not many. 

28.305. Have yon attended fairs hold on the pnUic 
BtrootP— I have. I remomUor attending ftdrs in 
Kilkenny that were held on the public streets. 

28.306. Do you think it would bo more satisfactory 
for buyers and sellers if iho fairs wore held in a 
properly enclosed fair green ? — A fair green is the 
proper place. The buyer or seller would profor a fair 
green to the stroots or anywhere else. 

*28,307. You prefer buying there ? — I do undoubtedly. 

28.308. Were the fairs ovor held hero on the sti'oot ? 
—No. There was an old fat pig fair on the street. 

28.309. When did that fair fall into abeyance P— It 
was the railway did away with it. 

28.310. The cattle fairs wore always held in the 
present fair green P — ^Yoa, ns far as I know. 

28.311. Do you concur in the opinion of Mr. Goody, 
that if a proper mai ket building was oi octed here with 
belter accommodation, and a rale restrintiiig the sale 
of commodities elsewhere than in this market Duilding, 
that the farmers would willingly pay a small charge 
for the accommodation aH'ordod? — 1 do not think they 
would willingly. 

28.312. If they got an adequato return ? — They do 
not think ^ey would got an adequate voturu ; {-ome of 
them might. It is one ont of twenty who would rather 
gat the butter weighed at a public scales than a private 
one. 

28.313. I am spooking about the shelter P — thought 
it was about the outter market. 

28.314. Do you think you could foster a butter 
market if there was proper shelter accommodation P — 

I think the batter market is a thing of the past. 

28.315. At present they go about the streets in the 
hest of the sun in summer time ? — The butter goes into 
the weigh-house, 

28,816. Are not the butter and potatoes near each 
other there P — While we had the batter coming in 
firkins the butter market was held by itself luitil 
it died away when the railway was brought into other 
towns about. There is no butter-making now in 
the surrounding country as all the milk goes to the 
creameries. 

28,317. What is the nearest of them P — ^There are two 
creameries in the town, and one within a mile of the 
town. There are seven or eight within a radius of six 
or Boven miles. With regard to the question of ac- 
commodation I think the buyers would pay, but I do 

The inquiry tl 


not think the publio would pay unless on a wet day. 
On a fine day they prefer to bo let out on the street. 
I do not think it would be their wish to go in. Thero 
is one thing with regal'd to the fowl The bnyers com- 
pluiii tbuy have uo power to fix thu hour. There ora 
some four or five large buyere, who ooine here through- 
out the yeai' every market day. There are Ihreo 
inontlts of the year the fowl become scarce, and a 
numbei’ of strangera come in and commencu tu buy as 
early os three o’clock in the morning. The coiistant 
buyers complain of that, 

26.318. Is the fowl exported P — ^Yes, and the buj-ura 
complained vei-y much that when they supported tho 
market the whole year the strangers were nllowod to 
come at a*i unseasonable hour, three o’clock in tho 
morning 111 summer, and buy the fowl when they were 
scarce; if that continued they threatened to resign 
coming hero, and they wanted to fix au hour that no fowl 
could be bought before it. The cuminissioiiers feel it a 
gi'icviuico that they have not the power to make bye- 
laws regnUitiug the market and tho hours at which 
they would commence. 

28.319. Is there auy other geutlemau who luis any 
evidence to give P — No auswer. 

28.320. T/ie iowit olii'k luinded inthe/ollouiinff docwneiii 
tit the tsi’minafiou of tlte inquiiij ; — 
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terminated. 


DUNGARVAN. 


With, reference to my inquii’y in Dungarvan on the 19th day of December 1888, 1 
beg to report as follows : — 

Dungarvan is a maritime town situate on the Bay of Dungavan and in the county 
of Waterford. It is a station on the Waterford, Dungarvan, and Lismore Railway 
line. The export trade is chiefly in agricultural produce and stock. A board of Town 
Commissioners administer the local affiiirs, and the population is 7,391. 

The butter market day is Tuesday. The fish, meat, and general market day is 
Saturday, The fairs are held on the third Wednesday of each month. A pig fair is 
held on the day previous to the ordinary fairs. 

Tolls are levied at the butter, fish, and meat markets, and previous to this year tolls 
were always levied at the general market, but at tbe beginning of the year those 
freiraenting tbe market resisted the payment of any tolls whatsoever. Legal pro- 
ewdings were instituted for the recovery of the tolls, but the magistrates re^’used to 
give a decree on the ground, it is stated, that no market accommodation was provided. 
Weighing charges are, however, levied on any commodities weighed. 

The tolls at the fish market are collected every day in the week, and those at the 
meat market are practically stallage rents. The fairs are toll free. 

* 59796, S B 
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The market rights and tolls are the property of the Town Commissioners of Dun- 
ffai-van who hold under a special Act intituled “ The Dungai-van Harbour, Markets, and 
Improvement Act, 1863 ” (26 Viet. c. 14). This Actis divided into five parts, the second 
of which contains the provision relating to the markets in the town. The preamble 
states that “ it is expedient to vest in the Commissioners incorporated by this Act tbo 
“ lands and premises gp^nted as aforesaid by the said Duko of Dovoiishiro to the said 
“ Richard Garde Hudson in tmst for the Oommissionei*s, and to enable the Commis- 
“ sioners to extend the said markets and to confer upon them all nocossary powers for 
“ regulating and controlling the markets in the town of Himgarvan.” Section 23 
incorporates the “ Market and Fairs Clauses Act, 1847,’* with the special Act, with the 
exception of sections 12, 13, 22, and 50. 

The meat and fish markets and the general market square, granted by the Duke of 
Devonshire, are vested absolutely in the Town Commissioners under section 24, and 
section 25 restricts the operation of the Act to the limits of the town. 

Section 26 makes it lawful for the Commissioners to manage, regulate, and improve 
the markets and to erect stalls and other accommodation, and compulsory power to 
acquire certain lands for market purposes is given them by section 27 . Section 2S 
restricts the sale of tollable articles elsewhere than in markets, and by section 29 
weighing and measuring at the Commissioners’ weights and measures is made com- 
pulsoiy on those selling or offering goods for sale in Commissioners’ markets. 
Section 30 enables the Commissioners to collect the tolls montionod in Schedule B. to 
the Act, and by section 31 the appointment of general woighmastor or of butter tester 
was to vest in the Commissionei’s on the next vacancy. 

There were two patents gmnted for the town of Dungarvan. Tho first is dated 4tli 
January 1609, and authorised the old coi'poration to hold two fairs on Jiino 11th and 
28th October and two days following each and a Wodnesday mai’kot. The second 
patent is dated 24tb January, 50 George III., and authorised tlie Duke of Devonsbii'e 
to hold two fairs on 7th February and 27th August, and a Wednesday and Saturday 
market. 

The butter market was established by the Town Commissioners some 30 years ago, 
and about the same period some of the traders iu the town and the Town Commis- 
sioners established the present monthly fairs and ceased holding those formerly 
established. Ko express authority was granted for the fairs. 

In 1872 the Town Commissioners obtained a loan of 800Z., and in 1873 a loan of an 
additional 200i. for the purpose of erecting a town hall, offices, and butter market 
building. 200Z. only of these two sums were secured on the market rates, but the 
aggregate loans were paid off altogether some years back. 

The Commissioners are in the immediate receipt of the tolls of the butter and meat 
markete. The fish market tolls are sublet to a Mi*. Roger Lyons as yearly tenant at 1/. 
a year, and the machines, beams, and scales and tolls at the general market are sublet 
to a Mr. Mamioe "Walsh at 40/. a year. The latter tolls, as horoin-before meutioned, 
are not now collected. 

The Commissioners themselves hold the site of the butter market from a Mr. Sheaban 
at 14Z, 10s. a year under a lease which will expire in 1889. 

There is no statutable provision regiilating the apulication of tho not profits of the 
market rights. The course, however, the Commissioners adopt is after payment of 
expenses to apply 45/. towards the road rate aooount, and 45/. towards the improvement 
rate, and to allow the balance to accumulate. The present accumulation is about 200/., 
which it is said will form the nucleus of a fund to erect a general market building. 

In accordance with my instructions I have inspected the markets and fairs places. 

The butter market is held in the basement of the town hall, opening towards the 
public street. It is entirely enclosed, yjacious, and apparently affords sufficient 
accommodation for those frequenting it. The floor is flagged throughout with a small 
and necessary incline down towards the pathway to allow the water consequent upon 
the draining of the firkins to run off. The building has three gate entrances, and in 
one end the butter is weighed and then arranged for sale. The ceiling is sufficiently 
high to afford proper ventilation. 

The meat market is held in another portion of the town. It is also entirely enclosed, 
■with two enhances. There are about 12 covered staUs, each of about 8 feet wide, 
running along oue side of the enclosed space, and are roofed ■with slate, and open on to 
the other portion of the yard, which remains uncovered. Fresh meat only is sold her® 
in stalls by permanent tenants. Only seven of these stalls are let. The market, how- 
ever, could be kept in a cleaner condition. 

The fish market is held on the Quay at tho rear of the meat market. It is 
partly enclosed, however, as there are a few stalls opening on ■to the side of the harbour. 
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These are small and unlet. At the rear there are two rows of stalls facing each other 
and roofed with slate. At each end there is a gate entrance. Although this accom- 
modation is provided, the vendors seem to prefer the harbour side to expose the fish, as 
tlie market is little availed of. The space, however, is confined, and from the accumu- 
lation of fish remanents a nauseous smell arises. 

The general market is held on what is called the market square. This is a large 
square space in the centre of the town, and is portion of the public thoroughfare. 
A large wooden structure is erected in the centre of the square, where a number of 
scales and two umighing machines are erected. On market and fair days a number of 
standings are placed here, where sundiy marketable commodities are exposed for ssde. 
A schedule of the charges granted by the special Act is erected on the weigh-houses 
for public inspection. None of the weighing machines have the customary railings 
around them to make them available for the accurate weighing of live stock. 

The fairs are held on the sciuaro previously described and on the different streets of 
the town. No .shelter or other accommodation whatever is provided, neither is any 
control exercised over them by the local authority. At the time of inspection the fairs 
were being held, and so far as I could see, a great obstruction to traffic existed both on 
tliB roadsido and pathway. Both were occupied with animals, and gave the streets a 
iia^ty and unpleasant appoaranoe. Around each animal were a knot of men bargaining 
about the price, and the passei-s-by were put to much inoouvenienoe and trouble in 
endeavouring to effect a passage to their destination. 

There are no byelaws regulating the markets other thau the provisions contained in 
the special Act. 

Although a butter tester is appointed for tho butter market ho has practically no 
duties to perform in that respect, as the merchants are inclined to rely more on their 
own experiencQ in classifying tho butter than au iudopendent inspection. 

Appended will bo found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

JOHN J. O’MEARA, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Dublin. Assistant Commissioner. 


Dungarvan, 19tli 

Mr. Micu/USL BeajsT, Aotlng Town Olerk, examined. 

28,3^1. You are acting to\Tn clerk of Dungarvan ? — 
Tea. 

28,322. Have theCommisaiononi control oftteinaikots 
and rails here ? — They have, acoordiug to a special Act 
of 1863. 

28,32^1. Previous to that Act had they control of 
them ? — They had, hut I soo, nccordii^ to tho minutes 
dated 1859, tne Gommissiouors memorialed his Grace tho 
Dnko of Dovouahire to grant thorn the right to the meat 
shambles, fish shamblos, fruit shambles, and butter 
wei{^h>house, as they oiyoyod a similar iirlvilogo under 
his Grace's predecessorB for a long sonos of years. 

28.324. Did they obtain thoao rights IVoiu tho Duke of 
Devonshire P — The Commiesioiiorfl, iu the address pre- 
tented to him in 1860, thoukod him for tdio recent gift 
oouferrod on the town by those oxtonsiTO markets, 
which were so great a boon to the Inhabitonta. It is 
refetTod to iu the prcomblo of tho Aot. 

28.325. They got tho moat, fish, vegetable, and buttor 
market P — They did not got the buttor market — tho old 
butter market — at the time. 

28.326. Subseqnovit to that they obtained a special 
Did this Act invest them with tho meat, fish, 

Tcgetablo, and butter markets P — It does not invest 
them with a special murkot-housc, but oonferrod on 
them the power of taking up buildings, and courorting 
them into a butter market, which they did. 

28,317. What is tho market day here P — Tuesday is 
the butter - mwket day ; flaturday is tho general 
market ; and there is a pig luarkot the third Tuesday 
of each month. Thu fairs arc hold on the third 
Wednesday of each month — iho Wednesday following 
the pig fair. 

28.328. Did you always hold the general market on 
Saturday here P — Yes. 

28.329. Always ? — ^Ycs. I heliovo it was recently that 
the Tuesdays were appointed ns a butter market. 

28.330. How long ago is it siuoe it was established on 
Xiusday P — McCarthy T^l bo able to tell- you. It 
*• over 30 years. 
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28.331. Was it since the passing of the special Act in 
1863 P — It was before that. It is, as I have said, over 
30 years since the Tuesday’s market was establisheA 

28.332. When did yon establish these monthly fairs P 
— ^Tlioy EU'c n lung tinio established; longer thau I 
remember. 

28.333. {The (Jonmissiotter io Ur. UtCariJiy.) Do you 
remember when there were other fairs besides the 
monthly fairs ? — Yes, two yearly, one in June and the 
other on the 9th November. 

28.334. Were there only the two P — That is all. 

28.335. Previous to the monthly fairs? — Yes. The 
monthly fairs are in esistonce more thau 30 years. 
Previou-S to the monthly fairs, about -to yoara ago, 1 
remember as far back oa that, there was a pig market 
every Saturday, and it was largely attended by the 
Waterford buyers. 

28.336. You could not toll me on what date the 
monthly fairs were cstobliuhod P — Wo will be able to 
oacertain that for you. 

28.337. {To ilr. Bearn.) Do you know under what 
anthorit}' tho monthly lairs were established P — do 
not. 

28.338. Did the corporation obtain a patent from the 
Crown for them? — A corporate body was not in 
e'sistenco. 

28.339. ^Vhcn wore they established ?— They were 
established from 35 to 4U rears ago. The dates of the 
fairs wore oirungcd so as not to clash with other 
towns. 

‘28,34(1. I want to know under what authority they 
wore established. Did thoy voluntarily establish them 
at a meeting of the Town Commissioners P — ^Tbey 
established thoiu in conjunction with thn Waterford 
buyers who used to frogueut them. They wore estab- 
lUbecl by mutual consent. They arranged the moat 
convenient days, days that would not clash with 
uoighbouring fairs. 

28,3-41. Did they levy any tolls at these fairs p — No. 
28,342. What market buildings bare yon erected 
here ? — We have erected a butter market, 
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28.34S3. Is it entirely enclosed P — It is roofed and com- 
priaesthe town ball andmoab market. It is ISO foetliy 
iO feet, with stalls surrotinded by walla and enclosed. 
28,344. Is it covered ?— The stalls are corered. 

28,845. How many stalls have you there P — About a 
dozen, and seven of them are let. 'I’here is a fishmarket 
enclosed also. 

28,3'46. Is the fish market usedP—It is partly used. 
It is used for the fish exported. 

28,34'?. Is the fish market enclosed? — Part of it is 
enclosed. Portion of the street near the quay and 
adjoining the fish market is more generally used for 
the sale of fish. 

• 28,348. Is it outside the fish market ?— Yes. 

• 28,349. Is the fish market on the quayf— Tes. The 
portion enclosed is the portion given by the Duke of 
Devonshire to the Commissioners. 

28.350. What other markets have you P— The square 
is used for vegetable stalls, straw and stands of kishes ; 
200 feet by 170 is the extent of the square. 

28.351. Is the square portion of the nublic thorough- 
fare ? — The public thoroughfare partly. The main 
thoroughfare runs through it from Bridge Street to tne 
upper portion of the town. 

28.352. What other markets have you ?— That is all. 
The butter market is 80 feet by 40 feet with offices 
attached. There are two weighing machines on the 
wquai-e. 

28.353. What beam and scales have you P— One beam 
and scales. I believe 1&. Walsh is the lessee of the tolls. 

28.354. The Commissioners are not in the immediate 
receipt of the tolls P — They are not. 

28.355. They have them sub-let P — Yes. 

28.356. To whom? — To Mr. Michael Walsh. 

28,857. On what terms?— At present the rent is 
reduced to 4/Ql. It used to he, six or seven years ago, 
SO?, and 92Z. 


higher. The Town Commissionora in 1887 resolved to 
assess ell parties bringing fowl, &c. for sale on the 
street. They got Bnmmonsea to potty sessions against 
all parties who refused to pay tolls on such mat^s as 
rolls of huttor and fowl, but, ihoywere defeated at the 
pett} sessionB. 

28,864. Do you know on what ground they failed P_ 
The reason was they had not a special market place 
erected for these special articles, and that was the CBuse 
of the I'eductiou of the rent from 80Z. to 40Z. 

28.365. Is the butter market used exclusively for 
firkin butter P — Yes. 

28.366. Then the roll butter is sold indiscriminately 
about the streets of the town P — ^Ycs. 

28.367. Where aro the fairs holdP— The cattle fair ig 
hold oil the square and down Bridge Street. 

28.368. Where is the pig fair hold P— All through the 
streets and on the squai-o. 

28.369. And the sheep P — On the street ; partly on 
the square and partly in Bridge Street. The creels of 
young pigp are sold in William Sti-eet and Blackpool. 
The h^orse fair is held on the quay and around the fish 
market. 

28.370. In this fish, market you say there are stalls ? 
— ^Yes. 

28.371. Are the rates you levy at those makets tie 
rates apocified under this Act P — They are not so high 
as that. 

28.372. You have amended the schedule of the Act 
by reducing the charges P — Yes, they ain reduced very 
much as far as standings are concomod. This is a copy 
of the Act, and tho tolls, and Mr. Walsh will toll you 
what ho charges for standings of fowl and such 
matters. 

28,373-4. Have you got a copy of these charges 
erected in the market place ? — ’Yos. 

28.375. For liubliciuspection P — ^Yes. 

28.376. The faii-a aro toll free P — ^Yes. 


28,358. Does be hold under lease ? — He docs. 

28,859. For what term?— For one year at present. 
It used to be three years. 

28.360. Have you got any written agreement with 
him ? — ^We have a bond in the office of the Town Oom- 
uiisaioners, but it ia not here. 

28.361. How do yon let these. la it by tender ? — By 
tender. 

23.362. You get the amount of the tender secured P — 
Ifo. In March this year, according to the minutes, the 
Town CommissionerB having discussed the letting of 
rlrc market tolls at full length, it was ordered, first, 
tlinb for the present the Commissioners decided not to 
go to the expense of getting up a special market place ; 
:'ccund, that odvertisemeuts be issued for tenders for 
eontructUTB of tho market tolls in the square for one 
yi-ar with all appurtenances to the higbedt bidder, the 
usual taxes to bo paid, also the promises to be kept in 
iii'der by the Town Commissioners. Mr. Walsh’s tender 
was 40Z. for one year. 

28.363. What is the valuation of these buildings and 
llic tolls of themP — 40Z. at present. It used to be 


28.377. Do the Commissionera oxerciso any control 
whateoover over them ? — ^Not a bit. 

28.378. Was it ever r^resented to them to provide a 
fair green? — ^Not that I am aware. The former fairs 
used to be held half a mile outside the town. 

28.379. They were always held on tho street ? — It is 
a bye street, partly the country i-oad. 

28.380. Was it outside the limits of tho townP — Yot 
outside the limits ; withiu the present limits of the 
town, at all events. I am informed that Mr. Hudson's 
father had control of the tolls, and hod a toll house 
erected out at the bridges at the time, fifty years ago. 
Mr. Hudson is mentioned in the special Act. 

28.381. You have all the mai'kot rights in regard to 
the commodities sold iu tho stroots or in the msuket 
buildings lot to Mr. Walsh P — Yes. 

28.382. You levy no rents on the market buildings 
other than this 40Z. a year P — No. Wo have all the fwrs 
and markets let to Mi-. Walsh. 

28.383. The witness produced tiu account for three 
years, of which the following ia a copy : — 


fclxTiucTS from Aj5stbact 8 of Town Comuissioneks Maukets Accounts for the Turee Years ended 31at Docombor 
1883, 1884, and 1885 (last three years audited). 

1883. 1883. 



£ 8. d 

To cash lodged for butter 


fees 

188 1 7 

,, cash lodged for market 


square tolls 

92 0 0 

„ (iiiaL lodged lor rent of 


meat market 

13 5 0 


£293 6 7 


By salaries of officers : clerk, 
B. S., deputy butter 
tester, and woighman - 
rates and taxoa 
rout uooonnt 

printing and advertising - 
Jaw costs - 
auditing (1 year) ■ 
insurance - 
repairs of town hall 

,, bonse in square 

,, weigh machine* 

transfer to road account in 
lien of repairs to ap- 
proaches - 

,, .balance - .• 


£ t. d. 


134 9 2 


18 5 
17 10 

3 3 
9 0 
C 0 

10 0 
14 7 
1 9 

4 7 
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188*. 1884. 


Duo. 31 - 

j 

To butter fees lodged 
„ market tolls contract 
„ rent of moat morkel 
„ plays in town hall 

£ s. d. 
175 1 6 
88 7 8 
12 5 9 
2 7 9 

Deo. 31 - 

By salaries 

„ poundage, rent collector. 
,, iwnsion, late clerk 
„ printing and advertising. 
,, rent ofhall and market . 

rates and taxes • 

„ repairs to hall and market 
,, gas account of hall 
„ insuranco - 

„ anditing and miscclIoDo- 
ous 

„ animal transfer . 

,, balance 

£ a. d. 
135 17 4 
14 6 
10 15 0 
6 19 3 

12 14 11 

25 6 6 

26 16 1 
6 2 6 
3 10 0 

13 3 6 
15 0 0 
20 12 8 



£278 2 8 



£278 2 8 







1886. 



1885. 



Deo. 31 • 

To butter fees lodged 
„ Lire of town hall - 
„ rent of meat market 
,, „ fish market 

,, ,, market scjunro 

£ a. d. 
184 n 10 
24 7 6 
13 13 10 
10 0 
82 2 4 

Deo. 31 • 

By sniaries 
,, superaanuation • 

,, audit of nccoonts • 

„ gas for town boll - 
„ printing, stationery, and 
advertising 
,, law costa 
„ insorance 

,, annual transfer to road 
oocount 

,, repairs ofhall and market 
house 

„ rent, rates, and taxes 
,, inoidcDtal ... 
„ balance 

£ a. d. 
160 1 3 
10 14 7 
3 0 0 
3 6 10 

13 8 5 

2 8 4 

3 10 0 

15 0 0 

7 12 2 

40 18 10 

4 19 3 

41 1 10 



£305 15 6 



£305 15 6 








The f(^owing true also banded in b; tbe witness : 

ScHEDOLB OB Maukitf 1'ou.s boing copy of Schedule " B ” to the Special Act showing the Charges granted by 
tho Special Act and the Charges actually leried. 


Dcecnption. 


Amouut 
uUuvrud by 
Special Act, 


Amnunis IvviiA 


l^or every baiTel of grain, corn, or soods, and ratoably for a greater or lessor 
quantity. 

For every ton of flax, wool, and bark 

Fur every drkin, tub, barrel, or cask of batter not exceeding 112 lbs. 

For every firkin, tub, barrel, or cask of butter exceeding 112 lbs. ■ 

For every basket, parcel, or quantity of butter not lees than 14 lbs. weight 
For every cartload of hay or straw 

For every cartload of clover, gross, rape, rye, vetches, or other green food 
^ for cattle. 

For every cartload of mangold wnrzel, turnips, and all other agricultural 
produce whatever, save and except potatoes. 

For every cartload of fruit or potatoes or any other vegetables 
For every cartload of fish or eggs - 


For every cartload of coal, iron, or other mineral . . - • 

ror every ton of hides of skins, salted or green, and rateahly for a greater 
cr lesser quantity not less than 28 lbs. 

For every basket of live fowl containing not more than two pairs - 
For every additional pair ....... 

Fur 6 vei 7 load or Irish of fowl containing not more than six pairs • 

For every additional pair - 

For every two pairs of rabbits or wild fowl . - . - - 


0 14 


Not levied. 


0 U Nob levied. 

0 3 3d. 

0 4 Not levied. 

0 1 Not levied. 

0 4 Not levied. 

0 3 Nob levied. 


0 3 Not levied. 


0 6 
0 10 


Not levied. 

No charge oti eggs ; 2d. 
per cartload, and Id. 
per basket on fish. 
Not levied. 

Nob levied. 


0 1 

0 04 

0 3 
0 Oi 
D 04 


Not levied. 
Not levied. 
Not levied. 
Not levied. 
Not levied. 


Ss 3 
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Description- 


Amount 
alloved by 
Special -Act. 


Amounts Iceied. 


t, d. 


pROTiSIOll AOT VEflEIAILS MaKKET AKD 0.\BCAfiE IHaBKET TotM. 


Prou the occupier of every enclosed atop or stall, whether for sale of 
Iratohor’a moot, game, poultry, fish, vegetables, cheese, fruit, _ china, 
glass, earthenware, tnelEets, hardware, or other commoditios, artinles, or 
ihings, according to the size and dimensions of such shop, namely, for 
each foot of the frontage thereof, if let by the weelc, any weekly 
sum not exceeding 

From every person occupying or usitiR any butcher’s stall or sending 
or any ground space for &o sale of meat, according to the size and 
dimeimioiia of the same, namely, for each lineal foot of frontage of every 
aneb stall, stonihng, or ground apace oooupied by him, if let by the 
week, any weekly sum not exceeding . - . . . 

If let by the day, any daily sum not exceeding - - - . 

For every carcase or port of a carcase of a bull, bullock, cow, steer, heifer, 
calf, sheep, or pig brought into the market to be disposed of otherwise 
than by solo by retail, and whether sold or not, any sum not exoeediug - 
For every hide or skin, raw, undressed, or dressod brought into the market 
for sole, and whether sold er not, any sum nob exceeding . 

From every person occupying or using any stnll, standing, cart, barrow, 
basket, iK'd, box, bunch, or barrel for the sale of vegetables, provisions, 
fruit, fish, game, poulby, china, glass, earthenware, baskets, hardwaro, 
or other commodities, articles, or things according to the size and 
dimonsions of the same, viz., for each snperGaial sqnare foot and frac- 
tional part of a superficial square foot oi tho ground space covered or 
ucoamra by any such stall, standing, cart, burow, basket, ped, box, 
t«neo, or biirrol, any sum not oxceediug, for every day - 
From every person occupying or using any space on tho surface of the 
ground, according to the size and dimensions of the same, viz., for each 
superficial square foot and the fractional part of a superficial square foot 
of tho grouDU space occupied or used by him, any doily sumuot exceeding 



} 

1 




2 


1 

0 

0 

0 


0 


0 


0 I Not levied. 


0 


2 


{ 


At meat markot 1«. per 
week per stall of 
about 8 feet wide. 

At fish market 2d. per 
week per slab of 
i feet long, 

Not levied. 

3d. ou every carcase of 
a bull, ihc. 

Id. per carcase uf ^oh 
sheep, i&o. 

Not levied. 


1 Not levied. 


1 Not levied. 


SucoBTEa-uoosE Tonu. 

For every bull, bullock, cow, steer, or heifer, not exceeding 
For calf, not exceeding . . . . . 

For every sheep or lamb, not exceeding 
For every pig, not exceeding . • - - . 

For any other beast, not exceeding • - . . 


2 0 
1 0 
0 6 
0 6 
2 0 


WaiGEDio Axn MzASunnrs Toils. 


For weighing every piece of meat, or any article oi- thing, not being a corL 
or nggon, weighing not exceeding 20 lbs. avoirdupois . . . 

If weighing more than 20 Ibe. and not exceeding 240 lbs. - - . 

If exceeding 240 lbs,, then for every additionaf2401ba or fractional part 
of 240lbs., not exceeding 


For measnring every qnanti^ of goods and things sold by measure, not 
exceeding one bnsoel 

If exceeding one bnshel and not exceeding two bushels ... 
And for every bushel and fractional part of a bushel b^ond two bushels . 


0 

0 

0 


1 



On potatoes )d. up to 
6 stone ; Id. over 
6 stone and nnder 
14 stone ; l)d. over 
14 stone. 

On corn ^d. per bag or 
barrel. 

Boll butter |d. up to 
61bs. ; Id. over 6 lbs. 
and under 14 lbs; lid. 
over 14 lbs. and nnder 
20 lbs. ; 2d. over 

20 lbs. 


Not levied. 


The following arc the chwges on the weighing machines: 

On every cartload cf timber weighed, 4d. per ton. 

On every cartload of hay, straw, turnips, or other commodity weighed 
under 8 cwt., fid. over 8 c^vt•. “ ’ 


2d. up to 4 cwt., 3d. over 4 cwt., and 


23,384. You conld not give me 1886 and 1887 P— No- 

28,38fi. Had you tho mtu-ket rights sublet in 1885 P 
— Yes. 

28.386. You have here butter fees lodgod> 
144Z. Us. Od.P — We have tho control of tho Inittor 
market in our own hands ; and rout of the meat market, 
132. 3s. lUd. We charge Is. a week fur stalls. 

23.387. You bad these sublet P — We had. 

28.388. Have yon them sublet ?- - We have. 

38.:^. Ton have not parted with coiitn}! of the 
butter market or meat laurkot P— No. 

Z8,W>. Ilavo you parted with the fish market to Mr. 


Walsh? — Wehave the fish market tolls let to Boger 
Lyons for 12, a year. 

28.391. Is it only a yearly tenancy? — That is all. 
We collect tho rent of tho stalls ourselves. We give 
one pound a year for the culleotion of the rents of tho 
meat stalls. 

28.392. Who ooUecte these for • you P— Mr. Thomas 
Walsh, the deputy weigh-master. 

28.393. la that in the fish markot ?— No, but the 
meat market. He was deputy weigh-ruhster in tho 
butter market also. 

28.394. You have the fish market lot to Mr. Hoger 
Lyons at 12. a year?— Yos. 
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28 395. la that all yon receive from the fish market ? 
—That ia all. 

28,396. So you receive anything for atalla or does ho 
apply the reut of them to hU own u?e ? — Yes. 

•28,397. All he hoe to i«iy La 11. a year P — Yes. 

28.398. Ia Mr. Lyons hero?— Ho ia not. 

28.399. Have you the meat market snlilet at all? — 

"We collect the rent by deputy. 

28.400. That ia Mr. Walab P — Yes. Tho rent avotagea 
from 101. to 121. a year. 

28.401. He is the collootor in the meat market P — 

Yes. 

28.402. Who saporintenda the butter market P — Mr. 
John Wall, deputy butter taster. 

28.403. I take it you have onW let tho tolls at the 
square to Mr. Maurice Walsh ? — Inat is all. 

28.404. And the Tovni Oommissionere retoiu the 
unmediate control of the Imttcr market, the meat 
Inorket, and the fish market P— Yes. 

28.405. Are thoie any other markote or sources of 
revenue for the Ootomissionera P — Not that I am aware. 

28.406. What duties do the Commisaionera perform 
here P — Thoy ai'e under the Act of ISfrl. 

28.407. Are they the urban sanitary aathority P — 
Yea. 

38.408. Do they light the town? — Yes. 

28.409. Do yon do the paving and minding tho roads 
and streets P — Yoa. 

28.410. Is there anything further yon wish to hriiig 
before meP-No, except t.hat the C/ommissiouerH ex- 
pended 1,0002. 

28.411. What loans did they obtain for market 
pnrpoBos P— 8002. and 2001. 

28.412. When did they obtain these loans? — The 
8002. was obtained in 1872, and the 2002. in the year 
1873. 

28.413. Forwhat purposes were those loans obtained ? 
—For the purpose of purchasing the butter market, the 
sito of the Duildiug. 

28.414. It was exclusively to purobase the sito and 
bnild the butter nmrket P — The site was purchased for 
50i or 6QL, and the expeuditore was up to 9001. 

28.415. What tei-ms did they get this loon on. What 
interest had they to pay, or what was the rate of re- 
paymentP — It was boiTowed from tho Local Goveni- 
ment Board. 

28.416. There were other purposes for which yon 
required the loan ; you erected a town Loll P — Yes. it 
waa exclusively for market parpoaos. We had to pur- 
chase the site, build the market house, town hall, 
Commissionora’ office, and harbour master’s office. 4002. 
of the amount wus aeoured by mortgage on the towns 
improvement rate, 2002. by mortgage on the market 
rate, 1002. by mortgage on tho rood rates, and l002., 
the remaining portiou of tho said sum of .8002,, to be 
secured by mortgage on tho horbonr rates, at tho 
rate, they forgot to state the intorcsL, for 20 years. 

^,417. le that repaid P — It is. 

^,418.1 Folly P— Fully repaid. 

28.419. When d,id you pay it back P — I have not the 
record, bnt it was paid hack years ago. 

28.420. Have yon ai^ loons outetanding at present P 
— There is, on the road account. 

28.421. In connexion with the market acconnt P 
-No. 

28.422. What loans have you outetanding P — There is 
1 ,0002. borrowed for quay purposes leist year, and 
1002 . outstanding of the road account, and there is a 
figging loan of 4M2. for sanitary purposes under the 
Towns Improvement Act. There are receipts from' tho 
town hall.. 

28.423. The butter market ia held in the bnsomonb of 
the town hall P — ^Tes, tho profits of this go to the market 
account. 

^,424. What are the average receipts from it ? — 1 
toinkyon Will see it in the account for 1883, 1884, and 
1886. 

28,425. Was not the account for 188G yet audited P — 
No, nor 1887 or 1888. 

28,436. Why were not they audited P — The olerk 
Dsglected them. 


28, -l^?. I believe he was dismissed ? — Ho was. 

26.428. For what case. Was it dereliction of dntyP— 

For that reason, anio3igst others, in not ba'ving cno 
accounts i)rcpar^. 

28.429. So yon wore unable to answei’ one of the 
queries in the query sheet, that is, to state the avoiago 
receipts for tho three years ending 1887 P — I could get 
them from the ledgers. 

28.430. But the acoounte arc not made up P — ^No. 

28.431. There ia a great ditference in the rent. It 
WM 822. in 1886 and only 402. now ? — Yes. 

28.432. What rent you receive for theatrical pniq )080 
^u apply that to the butter market oocouutP — Yes. 

We charge the repairs to tho town hall and butter 
market to die market account. 

28.433. How do yon apply the rcocipis ? — We have 
about 2002. now, and perhaps tho Commusiouei's are 
waiting for an opportnuity to erect a market place. 
They ai’e discussing the advisability of erectuig a 
market place for the tolls. Tho idea wonld bo they are 
losing 402. a year at present, and if they expended 4002. 
on a mai'ket place it would only take 10 years to pay 
it olf. 

28.434. 'Who was it erected the meat market? — The 
Duke of Devonshire. 

28,436. Do you know the expenditure on Ibatp — No. 

28.436. "What would the repairs cost? — ^The average 
cost of repairs wonld bo under one jxiund a year. 

28.437. Who have you engaged besides Mr. Wall in 
connexion with the bntter market? — Mr. Thomas 
Walsh. He is deputy weigh-maetcr and clerk. 

28.438. How do you pay him P — 302. a year. He has 
to provide twu hands out of that. He is not deputy 
weigb-uiastor at ull ; ho is only a clerk. The Coinmi?- 
aioners sometimes pay two assistante and some days one ; 
on nn average one every week. It costs them on an 
average 3s. a week. 

28,430. Who else have you cugagedP — That is all. 

28.440. Is not Mr. Wall the deputy? — Yes. He is 
paid 752. a year as deputy butter-tMter. 

28.441. Have you nnjy other expense in connexion 
with the butter market? — No. 

28.442. Have you any rent to pay to the Duke of 
Devonshire? — No. 

28.443. Did you buy the fee simple of the site under 
the Act P — Not tho fee simple. It is leased. 

28,414. How do yon hold it? — 142. or 162. a year 
groundreut. 

28.445. For how many years P — ^I'he lease expired 
but the Coiumissiuners got a renewal for 99 yeava fruiii 
Messrs. Merrick, Youghal, and Bnddle. Mr. Merrick 
is the owner to ivhom the 162. is paid by the Commif- 
sioners, but they are about purchasing bis interest. I 
think some particulars ore not given oocuiately. The 
lease uudor which they built tho market wonld not 
expire until 1890. Mr. Merrick bought the place frcm 
the Marquis of Waterford and would be the laudlord 
then. The Commissioners, in anticipation of a mis- 
underatanding, and Mr. Merrick left it to the arliiti-a- 
tion of Mr. Waters, the County Court Judge, nud he 
decided that Mr. Merrick ahould give a lease for 99 
years. 

28.446. You suiTendered the old lease? — ^We ai'o 
jiaying the rent of the original bolder, Mrs. Shcuhiin, 
daring her term of the old lease. 

28.447. ■^'bat rent are yon paying ? - -142. 15s. Tlie 
now rent, 152., will not come into operation unto the 
expiry of tho old lease. 

28.448. The position, then, is the Commissionorn 
hold the market at present under lease, which will ter- 
minate in 1889, at a rent of 142. 15s. a year, which is 
payable to Mrs. Sheehan. An anungement has licen 
entered into by which on the exiiiralion of that lease a 
new lease will be granted by the owner of the reversion 
for 99 years, at a rent of 152. a year ?— Yes. 

28,449- Have you any other eipunse in oonuoxion 
with the butter market besides Mr. ^\’alBh’B sahiry, 
the assistants’ •wages, Mr. "Wall’s salory, and tlio rout P 
— Wc have the caretaker of the town hall. Ho is jmid 
out of tho market acconnt. 

28.450. 'What ia his salary ? — 62. a year. 

28.451. How do you hold tlie meat market, or have 
you to pay any rent for it P— No rent. 

' S s i 
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28.4i-‘)2. Yoa hftvo it for ever?— Tcs. 

2S.4T.3. Whom Imve yon cn^^d in connesioo with 
the incnt market? — Mr. Thonina Waleh need to collect 
the weekly roata, and be has a deputy appointed. 

d8,4o4. Wbnt ia the deputy’s name ? — Koger Lyons. 

■J8,4o5. That is tUa lessee of the fish market ? — Tes. 

*28,-156. You only receive ll. a year from that? — That 
is all . 

28.457. You hare no expense in counexion with it, 
and you receive 11. a year r— Yes. 

28.458. Do yon hold the fish market in fee P — Yes. 

28.459. How is Mr. Lyons paid for collecting the 
wcokirrents in the meat market?— He gets about 11. 
a yeoi fur ibe coUectiou. 

28.460. I.) the fish market anything be receives over 
and above the II. paid to you goes to his own use ? — 
Yes. it would not pay the Commissioners at present 
to giv3 a saiaiy for oollecting these small things. 

*28,-161. Hare you any beam and scales provided in 
the fi&h market? — ^None in the fish market. 

28.462. You have only stalls in it P — That is all. 

28.463. Hjvvc you any in the meat market? — No { 
except what the Imtchera thecaselves should have. 

•28, -164. This ia a shambles P — ^Yea. 

2B.465. Are these retailers who sell there P — Yes. 

23.466. In the butter market what scales have yon 
prnvided there F — ^Tbe ecalee aie the proper^ of 
the Oommissionera. Thomas Walsh attends to the 
weif;hing. 

28.467. How many ecales have you? — One There 
are two weigb-liridges on the square. 

28.468. Do you know, is one of the weigh-bridges on 
the square oapaklo of weighing cattle ^No. it is 
strung enough, but there are no rnilings around it. 

2 S,4C9. Are you aware the buyers or cattie-dcalors 


ever stated they would like to weigh live stock, and if 
you had a machine capable of doing so P No. 

28.470. Witness produced a return of the numlicr nf 
firkins of butter brought to the market, and siiid the 
number inereased since 1883 and 1883 owing to the 
56>lb. firkins ooming in. 

28.471. What was the customary weight previon$ tn 
the introduction of the 56-lb. firkins F — rbree-iiuarters 
of a hundredweight. 

28.472. Was the. charge proportionately reduced P— 
No. 'rhreeponce for osen firkin ia still continued. 

28.473. The change in the size of the firkins noconnt 
for the ia^e increase in the number brought to the 
market ? — ^Tea. 

28.474. On on average what number comes, or do 
yon think it will increase P — Here is the retnm for 
1883, 1884, and 1886. In 1883 there were 13 040- in 
1884. 14,006 5 in 1885 5 14.727. 

28.475. Although tbero was a reduction in the size 
mid a practic.'d increase in the number brought into the 
market, there was no proportionate reduction in (he 
charges P — No. They make no complaint. 

28.476. Did the Commissioners inslmct you to bring 
any particular question before me P — No. 

28.477. Did they think a ueoesai^ exists for providing 
a proper market building fur the general marKec apart 
altogether from the desire to receive an extra 40L a 
year P — 1 think not otherwise. 

28.478. Were any representations ever made to them 
that the roll butter or other perishable commodities 
were injured by exposure on tbo public thoronghfaro P 
— There were not. 

23.479. At the time of these proceedings at petty 
sessions did the defendants state they were wilHu to 

a charge if proper accommodation was provided P 
believe that was the ground they went on. 

The following is the return handed in by the furc> 
going witness: — 


Nuudek iifFiuitm of Buttxb at Borrsa M.vrket, commenoiug Tuesday, January 10th, 1888, up to Decem’ior 
18th, 1888. 

Number of Firkins ooming into market on each date. 


lOlh January 
20th March 
27tli ,, 

3rd April 
lOtb „ 

17th 
24th 
1st May 
Sth 

16th „ 

22nd „ 

29th .. 

5th Jane 
T2tb „ 

19Ui 
26th „ 

3rd July 
lOtb „ 

17th „ 

24th „ 

Slst ,, 

7th Angnst 
14lh ,, 

21st „ 

2Sth „ 

4th September 

nth 

18th 

25th 

2nd October 
6th 

16tb „ 

2Srd 

30th 

6th November 

13th 

20th 

27th 

4th Deceubci 

Jlt-h 

iSth 



No. of firkins - 

Prices 45s. to 53s. 

1 




8 



- 

74 




121 



Prices 40s. to 47«. 

194 



„ 40s. to 48s. 

239 




302 



Pnees 35s. to 42s. 

352 



„ 30s. to 40s. 

442 



„ 35s. to 40s. 

471 


tl M * 

., S8s. to45s. 

565 




586 


>» » • 


671 




613 




740 




684 




650 




664 




566 


1» »t * 


502 





554 


II M - - . 


544 


II n • 


647 


MM* 


470 


MM- 

Prices 40s. to 50s. 

561 


MM- 

,, 40s. to4-8s. 

557 


MM- 

„ 40s. to 47i. 

663 



. .... 

532 


MM- 


416 



Prices 45s. to 50s. 

468 


MM- 

, , 46$. to 65$. 

358 


MM* 

„ 45$. to 55$. per 56 Ihs. • 

440 


lit! — — — 


455 




348 


II M - 

Prices 40$. to 48$. 

323 


MM* 


247 


M 11 - 


264 


MM- 

Prices 40$. to 52$. 

133 




164 


Ml* 


83 




• 

57 


Gross amount during the year is 16.662 firkins. 
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JouH F. WiuiAUs, F!sq., solicitor, examined. 

28.48*.*- (ITifnefs.l 1 was representing them before 
Mr. Waters, and they did not publicly state any ground 
they appeared on at all. We objected to the proceed- 
ingB on the wording of the A.ct that no proper accom- 
modation uas provided, and no airango:> cut between 
the dolendonts and the Commusioners. Wo defended 
the action on technical groanda, and we were sne- 
ccssfnl. 

28.481. Would the people pay a charge if proper 
accommodation were provided P — There were some 
charges the people considered they should not pay at 
all ; for inshince, tho charges ou fowl and other small 
matters oapeoially. It was eoneidered a great incon- 
TcniencB by different dealers in different mrts of tho 
town to be watched, as they considered they were 
watched, by the parlies collecting the toll, end the 
people seemed to have an objection to pay the toll, 
especially the poor people who made very little moner. 
The tolls were not worth collecting, and the people 
themselves considered they onght not to iiay them. 

RiCQAEn UsrtER, Esq.. J.P., examined. 

28.482. Yon are the bntter weighmastor hereP — 
Yes. 

28.483. When were you appointed ? — I could not toll 

ou from memory, but there is a copy of the minutes 

ere, and it appears to have been in J uno 1874. I was 

appointed then as butter taster and butter weigh- 
msstcr. 

28.484. Were you sworn under the Act ? — Yea. 

28.485. Have you apointed a deputy ? — Yoa. 

28.486. Who is ho ? — Mr. John Wall. 

28.487. You do not derive any profit youisclf out of 
your ofiice P — I understand the power of the market 
rests in mo, and tlio tolls of tho market invc.<!ted in me, 
but I have not appropriated them, I have loft them to 
the Town CommisBioiiOTB. 

28.488. What were the terms of your nppoiutmentP 
Were you to receive this for your own use P — There ie a 
minute ou the matter in the books of the Commis- 
sioncra. 

28.489. Since the day of your appointment yon have 
not received any of the charges for your own use ? — ^No, 
1 have left the arrangmeuts of the butter market also 
to 1)0 settled by Mr. Wall and the TowiiOommissioners. 

28.490. So, practically, you have uo active duties to 
perform in connexion with it? — I have to perform lu 
duties personally in connexion with it. 

28.491. Who was it appointed yon origimilly ? — The 
Town Commissioners, 

28.492. Have yon heard any complaints about this 
butter market and the accommodation it atfords P — T 
have heard various complaints from time to time, but I 
do not think, on tho whole, oonsiderieg the number of 
confiicting interests, you could conclude that it was ill- 
managed, quite tho reverse. 

28,.l93. What was the nature of these complaints? — 
One complaint was mode about the practice which, 1 
understand, does not exist. Tho floor used to bo in a 
very dirtv state f^m the brine poured out of tho 
firkins, the firkins were rolled through this and the 
^!'c would work in between the staves, but since the 
introduction of S^pound kegs they are carried and not 
rolled along the floor. 

_ 28,494. Could not thw remedy that by mtddng a 
little iiiclino in the floor P"— There is au incline to carry 
oft’ iho brine, but Mr. Wall will tell you anything yon 
want to know about that. 

28,495. Have you any suggestions to offer? — It 
occurred to me as this is fair day I might remark about 
the fairs of the town. They are held in different 
portions of the town. It has always struck me that it 
us great public inconvenience sneh should be the case. 
They arc not held in one coctinnous district of the 
town. Portion of tho is held near the bridge and 
Mother portion on the square, and the third portion of 
the fair at the end of the street which leads up to the 
chapel, and it is held in the street called The Buttery, 
which runs right to the left when you get to tho cbapcl 
gate. Of course there is no proper nlace for holding 
thofaire; there is no fab' -green, which lam strongly 
of opinion there ought to he wherever a fair is hmd. 
It would be very much more suitable for public con* 
venience. 

I 597«i. 


28.496. Do you think a nocessity exists here for a 
properly enclosed fair-green p — Ido. I thing a necei- 
sif-y exists wherever a mouthly fair is held for a properly 
enclosed fair-green. 

28.497. It is your opinion it should not be held on 
the public thoroughfare P— It is, most decidedly. For 
instance, the sheep fair is altogether held on the flags 
of the town, and causes great inconvenience and 
anuuyancc. Yonhu^e to walk through the middle of 
the street the flags being overcrowded with the sheep, 
la fact, that is the only place they stand except in one 
or two lanes. 

28.498. Have you ever heard freqnent complaints 
from the traders and inhabitonts of the town of the 
accumulation of dirt after the fairs? — It is but too 
evident. I do not know whether I have heard 
complaints, but it obtrudes itself at onue on their 
notice. 

M,499. Y'ou never heard of any representations 
being made to tho Town Commiasiouers to provide a 
fair-green P— I could not say. I am not clear in my 
mind abonl it. 

28.500. From yonr knowledge of the farmers and 
those frequenting the fams, do you think they would 
have any ohjet^on to poy a small charge that would 
maintain a fair-green and my any instalments of 
money that might be borrowed for its erection ?— ITioy 
might, in the first iustanoe, until they saw it was a 
benefit, but once it was estalilished I think it would 
commend itself to everybody’s good sense. 

28.501. It is your opinion generally that fairs all 
over the countiy shonld be held in a properly cncloseil 
fair-green P — Yos. For iustaacc, Cloiimul is a glaring 
instance of the same thing. 

28.502. Have yon anything else to say ?— Nothing 


Mr. M&vbice Walsh examined. 

28.503. Yon are lessee to the Town Commissioners 

for the tolls of the market square P Yes. 

28.504. Have you got a list of the charges erected 
in the market square ? — Yes, there is a toll board over 
the house. 

28.505. Do you only collect on tuarketdars? Ido 

not collect at all now; there are no tolls’ T only 
collect on what I weigh ; whatever I weigh I get paid 
for it. 

28.506. Previons to these legal proceedings yon used 
to collect tolls on the people coming in and exposing 
commodities on the roadside and pathway P — Yes. 

28.507. For staudings P — Yes. 

28.5t*8. Siucc the case liefore the comt was decided 
yon do not collect any sneh charges P — No. 

28.509. Onlv when the weighbridges ore availed ofP 
—That is all.’ 

28.510. Have yon a scales there *>csides the two 
weighing machines P — ^I have small scales in the bouse. 

I have SIX scales — five and the machine. 

23.511. Have you only ono mnehinoP — One in use ; 
there arc two machines erected there. 

28.512. What cummrxiities do }>eop]e usually bring 
in now on that market square on Saturday, whether 
they weigh at your scales or not? — Potatoes, vege- 
tables. turnips, hay and straw, com, meat, apples, roll 
butter. The fowl and oggs are brought to ftie houses 
of tho dealers where they arc bought. 

28.513. Do they have any standings on market day P 
— They do. 

28,514 Do itinerant clotbos-dealers come on fair 
day or market day and erect btaudings P — They do — 
some strangers. 

28.515. Do clothes dealers P — No. 

28.516. You weigh potatoes ? — ^Yes. 

28.517. With reference to all commodities sold by 
weight, is there any role in the market place com- 
pelling them to weigh at your scales P — Well. I could 
not exactly tell you. 

28.518. Can they weigh ebewhere, or do they, in 
fa:t, weigh olscwhero ?— i think they do. 

28.519. f^upposing a farmer brought in a load nf 
potatoes and exposed them on the market sqnare and 

Tt 
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sold tliem, conld he m to the priTato merchante’ scales 
and weigh them P— IbelieTe he code. 

28 520. {3fn Scary intCTponug.) Mr. Walsh made a 
complaint of that to the Town Commissioners, and they 
made a rule stating that all persons getting a roll of 
hnttor or anything weighed elsewhere than at the 
pnblio scales woold be proseentad. It was on that 
^nnd the Commissioners bronght the case rofeiTCd 
to by Mr. Williams. 

28,621. (Tha Cowmissiowers fo 3Ir. WaUL) As a 
matter of fact they do weigh elsewhere P — They do. 

28.522. It is only when they avail themBelvos of your 
scales yon get any charge? — That is all. 

28.623. What charge do you levy on potatoes P—rrom 
a haif^nny to three halfpence. 

28 62+. Tell mo how you would hnow whan to lory 
a haifMnny charge and three halfpence P — A halfpenny 
up to six stone ; sir stono clear a penny ; and from that 
to U stone a penny ; then three halipcuoe for I4t stone 
clear. 


28.525. Over 14 stone, three halfpence P— Yes. 

28.526. No matter how many were In-ougbt in on a 
load, wonld yon charge on each individual sack P — 


28.527. Is it always ou tho net weight yon charge P — 
It is. 

28.528. Do yon osoei-tain the actual tare of the sack 
when weighing potatoes P— We do not; we give tho 
gross weight. 

28.529. Do yon give a ticket denoting the weight? — 
Yes. 

28.530. What is tho enstomary allowance between 
hnyers and sellers per saokP— Fonr ponnds. 

28.531. Never larger ? — Never, nnlcss they like them- 
eelv«!. 


28.532. Would it he the same on a wet day os nn 
extremely fine day ? — It is the same with ns. Wc give 
tho gross weight and let them do what they like. 

28.533. It is a matter of arrangement Iwtwcon tho 
hnyor and foIIot P — Yes. 

28,.'i3-t. When weighing potatoes down to what 
weight do yon weigh ?— Down to a quarter. That is 
what we are asked to do. In weighing new potatoes if 
men wanted a qnaTter we wonld weigh' it. 

28.535. Supposing there was a sack which weighed 
10 stone 6 pounds, would you call out the weight os 
10 ^ne 6 pounds ? — 1 wonlrf put that on the ticket. 

28.536. Or would yon only put 10 stone P — 1 pnt 
every pound. 

28.537. Do yon always put a pound weight into tho 
scales P— Yes. 

28.538. Do you give a cast of tho beam when weigh* 
ingP — Yes ; the beam torus always. 

28,580. You receive no charge from vegetables P — ^No. 

28.540. You do from turnips when yon weigh them? 
—Ido. 

28.541. What is your charge P — From 5d. to 2d. 

28.542. Toll mo when yon wonld charge 2d. for 
weigUng a load P — A donkey load ; four or five hundred 
and often three hnndredweight. 

28, >543. It is 2d. for a donkey load P — 3d. ; and if the 
load is small, 2d. 

28,544. la there any lino to draw between the 2<7. 
and the •'id. P — Any weight that is small ; two hundred 
ia small. 


‘28.545. 'Whax is the highest load weighed tece 2d. P — 
[ suppose four bnndrcd. 

28.546. It is 3d. for anything over that ?— Yes. 

28.547. They can weigh turnips elsewhere like the 
other things P — I suppose they can if they wish to do 
it, but they have not tho convenience. 

28.548. "What is yonr charge ou hay P— The same ; 
from 5d. to 2d., or Sd. 

28.549. Do you charge 3<7. for weighing turnips too, 
or have you got the same charges at the weighing 
machine no matter what the commodity may be ?— I 
think I conld oharge 4d. for any load. 

28.550. I do not want to know what you can do, bat 
wnstyou do ?— That is the charge T have told yon. 


28.551. What is tho highest charm yonlcvyp— Five, 
pence. It is 3d. for seven or ei^t hnndrodweight, 
aud IkI. over it. 

28.552. Wbut do yon oharge for weighing coni P— 
Throe halijience a barrel. 

28.553. Is it alwaya bought by the barrel P — It Is. 

28.554. In Dungarvau what ia the barrel supposed to 
contain P — B’ouitoen stone in oats, and tweuty stone 
wheat. 

28.555. Do yon weigh wheat too P — Yes, if I got it 
to weigh. The wheat is weighed by the mcr^ms 
themselves. 

•28,556. Do you weigh itP — Only in small bogs. 

28.557. Do yon put a pound weight into tho scales 
when weighing oats and wheat P — I pul a pound in for 
everything. 

28.558. Do you always give a cast of the beam?— 
Yos. 

28.559. Do you pot the gross weight ou the ticket? 
—Yes. 

28.560. And the name P — Yes. 

28.561. You could get me a copy of the tickets?— 
Yea. 

28.562. Witness subseqacntly prodnoed the tickets, 
of which the following is a copy : — 

DUNOAEVAN BUTTBE MAEKET. 


28, .563. Do you reooivc any charge from tho meat 
sold on tho square ? — No. 

28.564. Noiio wliatovor P — No. 

28.565. Ho you ever weigh HP — Nn. They have 
scales of their own for that. That veFeronce to thenicat 
is only with regard to the corned meat. 

28.566. They never sell fre;‘h meat on the public 
thoroughfare P —They sell meat heads and salt meat. 

28.567. Do they pul these hands outside the shop 
door? — They come out in the pnblio thoroughfare. 

28,5^. You rccoive no charge on apples? — ^No. 

28.569. Do you weigh roll butter P — Yes. 

28.570. What is your charge P — From a halfponny to 
twopence. 

28.571. Dp to what weight P — Up to six pioundsa 
halfpenny ; from that up to fourteon pounds a penny ; 
from that up to twenty pounds three holfpouoe ; and 
over twenty pounds twopence. 

28.572. Are these the only charges from which yon 
have any receipts P — That is all I have. 

28.573. You never weigh anything else? — I weigh 
timber on tho bridge. 

28.574. What do you charge ou thatP — Twopence a 
tou for timber. 

•28,575. Only the one charge P — Yes. The charge 
wonld be reduced if I got a good quautily. 

28.576. Could you tell me what would be your 
average receipts from these weighing chargee?— 
Begotra, I comd not find. 

28.577. Do not you keep an account. I am sure yon 
display a aufflciently good public si>irit to mention the 
receipls diaregarding any effect it would have on the 
Commissioners. What would you say your average 
receipts are P — 1 could not tell yon. 

28.578. If you do not wish to toll mo poblicly yon can 
tell me privately during the day P — I will try if I can 
find ic out. 

28.579. Hardlyageutlumonof your experience would 
tender for the market oharges and nut know what yna 
received from them lor the Inst couple of years P — That 
is right, 

28..580, You do not levy the charges mentioned on 
tho toll board P— No, 

CS,681. Thoy are somewhat reduced P— Yea, 
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28 582. la there anybody else in the town who has 
etarted » beata and scales for weighing commodities on 
jjii-e p— 'No, there is not. 

28 583. Are the potatoes, corn, and other commodities 
always sold before being weighed at yonr scales? — 
ilways sold. 

28,584’. Hare yon any buildings in the square ? — No. 
except the weigh-honae for the scales. 

28.585. Have yon any storage accommodation there ? 
—No. 

28.586. Do you think the market would bo better 
attended, and the people would be willing to pay a 
small charge, if adequate accommodation was afforded 
in tho way of a market bnilding with sheds and shelter 
accommodation, and storage accommodation where 
they conld store up any marketable commodity that 
remained unsold on market days ; do yon think they 
would hare any objection to pay a small oliarge for ite 
maintenance ? — I could not tell you. 

28.587. Do you remember those legal proceedings ? — 
Yes. 

28.588. Did the defendants theu state they would be 
willing to pay this charge if they got sufficient accom- 
modation ? — They did not. 

28.589. Practically they were getting no return for 
the charge they were paying originally ? — They were 
taking up tho place. 

28,690. The charge was levied on them for exposing 
their commodities on the public thoroughfare? — -ies. 

28.591. Do you ever make up the tickets for the 
people ? — Sometimes. 

28.592. Supposing it was required from the Town 
Commissioners to make a periodical retam of the cur- 
rent prices of the different commodities brought into 
the market square, do you think they could make such 
a return P — I do not know. 

28.593. You do not know. Do not you make up the 
tickets for them ?— I may do it for one out of a 
hundred. 

28,594f. Does not that afford yon nn opportunity of 
knowing the current prices of the article on the market 
day ? — I snpposo so. 

28.595. I am not asking to do it, nor am I going to 
pnt an additional labour on you, and I am sm'e yon will 
answer honestly and fairly; is there a possibility of 
making a pretty accurate return of the current prices 
of the marketable commodities brought into the 
market square p — I could not tell you. 

28.596. You say you make up the tickets occasionally? 
— Very few. 

28.597. Do you mean to say that if you inquired from 
the people what was rhe coirenb price or the cost 
price of the different commodities that they would tell 
you a falsehood? — ^Tea, and very often did. 

28.598. {Mr.McCartluj.) It might bo answered in this 
way. There is no record of the current pa'icea, and he 
knows the price. There is no record in writing. 

28.599. Do yon think, Mr. McCarthy, a pretty accu- 
rate return conld be made of the current prices ? — Only 
from memory. 

28.600. I do not mean of tho past, but in future conld 
it be done ? — There is no difficulty at all about it. 

28.601. Do you think it would be a pretty ^urato 
one? — I often asked the price and knew about it. 

Mr. John Wall examined. 

28.602. You are the deputy butter taster? — Tes. 

28.603. Who was it appointed you ? — Mr. Usher. 

28.604. Was it the Gommissioners appointed yon and 
it was ratified by Mr. Usher P — The Commissioners 
appointed Mr. Usher himself. 

28.605. I take it then Mr. Usher would appoint 
whoever tho Commissiouere pleased ? — Yes. 

28.606. Who has tho power of dismissing yon ? — 
Mr. Usher alone. I think it is Mr. Usher. 

28.607. When were you appointed? — Fivo or six 
years since. 

!^,_608. Is there a good butter market in Dongarran ? 
—It is a very important one. 

28,609. It has been increasing very much since you 
obt^ed control over it? — I would not say that. 


28.610. Yon have found a gradual increase? — The 
farmers are getting more into batter making than 
formerly. 

28.611 . What per-centage of the surrounding country 
is in tillage ? — About 15 per cent. I farm land myself. 

28.612. When the butter is brought into the market 
there is a charge of 3d. per firkin ?— Yes. 

28.613. And it is always in firkins it is brought in P 
— Yea. 

28.614. la it weighed and tasted before being sold? 
— It is weighed, and if required to be tasted it is tasted, 
but as a rule it is never taated. 

•28,615. Is it always weighed before being sold? — 
Yes. 

28.616. That rule exists in the market ? — Yea. 

28.617. Is it on entrance to the market or when 
getting the ticket denoting the weight tho charge is 
paid ? — ^Yes. 

28.618. It is only when required it is tasted? — Yes. 
It is not tasted because the merchants would nob be 
satisfied with the taster. They never buy by the hun- 
dred; they bny by the firkin, and I never taste it 
except there is a dispute. 

28.619. These are small firkins P — Yes. 

28.620. Supposed to contain 56 pounds ?— Yos. 

28.621. Do the merchants buy per firkin of 56 
pounds P— They average 56 pounds. Sometimes there 
may be two or three pounds over, and they buy it at so 
much. 

28.622. When they buy a firkin of 56 pounds, if there 
is 59 pounds actually in the firkin, will they pay tho 
farmer for the extra three pounds ? — They will. They 
have the ticket and the merchant can see the vreight, 
That and the quality regulate the price. 

28.623. If only 52 pounds in tho firkin will the price 
be proportionately decreased? — Yes. Before they 
make the purchase they see the ticket and they take 
into consideration tho weight and quality. 

28,6*24. In auy case they never buy without seeing 
the ticket ? — No, nnless there was a great i^h. 

28.625. Taen they alwavs taste themselves P — ^Yes. 
As a rule it is the same class of buyers who frequens 
the market, and they know every maker’s butter. 

28.626. Do they classify the batter then P— Yes, 
when they buy. 

28.627. Haro they cuts hero in the qualities P — ^They 
qualify themselves as they bay. 

28.628. Have they got any special amount for the 
different classes of bntter — ^that is the difl’orenee between 
them ? — ^No. 

28.629. Like at Tipperary and other marketsP — No. 
This market is worked the same os the Waterford 
market. 

28.630. In Waterford does not Mr. Vale always tosto 
the butter ? — ^No. 

28.631. Would the farmers prefer an independent 
tasting of the butter I do not thiuk it would work 
well. 

28.632. When you were appointed first did you nob 
taste all firkins P— No. The man who was before used 
taste for a short season, but they did away with him. 

28.633. Did they consider that his tasting was not 
correct ?— The merchants would never bo satisfied with 
the taster’s qualification. They would have their own 
qualification besides, and take up a lot of time. 

28.634. Befcn*e weighing the firkins are they drained ? 
— ^Well, when we find a suspicious firkin we drain it. 

28.635. Only when yon find a suspicious firkin?— 
Yes. We would know it coming in. 

28 636. Would you not take off the lid aud turn up 
each firkin p— No ; very few of them; Vt'' e know from 
experience the parties who are suspioioU'*. 

28.637. Have you had occasion to take any proceed- 
ings for fraud twing committed in the preparation of 
the butter P— There were several coniploints made by 
tbe merchants. 

28.638. la ' that recently ?— Yes, withiu the last 
fortnight, but they settled with the parties. 

28.639. Since yon were appointed was lacre any 
prosecution ?— No, but there were several complaints. 

T i 2 
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28,6'iO. Is the tare of the firkin branded on itP — 
les. 

28.641. Always?— Yes. Sometimes the merchants 
object to the tare. 

28.642. Why? — Sometime the tore is more than it 
h branded. !Por instance, the average tare is nine 
ponnds, and often they complained to me that there 
were eleven and twelve ponnds tare in the firkin. 

28.643. In that case do yon actually weigh the empty 
firkin? — ^Tes. 

28.644. Woold you find the bi-audod tare correct ? — 
No. 

28.645. Yon would find the statement of the mer- 
chant correct ? — Yes. I have aakad merohante several 
times to prosecute and give the names, and they let it 
slide. 

28.646. When the firkin is biaiided do they allow any 
further reduction from the gi’iiss weight than the 
branded tare : do they allow anything for soakage? — 
They do not. 

28.647. The only deduction from the gross weight is 
the tare P— There is no dednclion at all. They bay the 
firkin as it stands for fifty or fifty-five shiltings. 

28.648. What do yon put on the tickets? — The gross 
weight and tare. 

28.649. Is that the bi'anded tare ? — Yea. 

28.650. When you do not drain the firkin there might 
be some soakage in it, and it might bo somewhat heavier 
then P — Yes. \^en I come across a snspioious firkin 
like that I weigh it and dcdnct a couple of ponnds. I 
nee my own discretion there. 

28.651. Are they willing to abide by that ? — Yes. I 
would call the owner’s attention to it. 

28.652. Have yon any butter buyers here in court ? — 
No. 

28.653. When they are fixing the price of the firkin, 
do they deduct from the gross weight and tare men- 
tioned by you any additional allowance customary 
elsewhere for soakage ? — No, unless they find a firkin 
that is fraudulently made up. 

28,664. If there was a firkin flf^-uine ponnds weight, 
and the branded tare nine ponnds, do you think they 
would pay for fifty pounds of butter. Would not there 
he something additional for soakage?— No. They do 
not buy on that system. They know the character of 
the butter, and they know every porsoti who comes into 
he market. Occasionally firkins would turn np two or 
three pounds more than the branded tare, and then 
they seek for an allowance or some recompense from 
the owners. 

28.655. Have yon assistants to take the firkins oS the 
oars and put them on the scales ? — Yes. 

28.656. The farmers have no duties to perform in 
connexion with that ? — Not as a rale. 

28.657. There is no porterage charge P — I think there 
are rnnners about the place. Farmers give them 
money, bnt they need not do so. 

28.658. Supposing they do not engage these men, 
would they be at -any inconvenience the next market 
day ? — I do not think so. 

28,6-59. If the farmer has not sufficient mannal afeist- 
ance he can avail himself of them? — He can. 

28.660. At what rate does he pay these men? — They 
may pay nothing at all, or they may give a couple of 
pence. 

28.661. Thera is no fixed rate ? — No. 

28.662. Have yon any rules or rogulatious in the 
butter market? — No. 

28.663. I suppose the batter merchants have tbeir 
ordinary rales?— Yes; we arrange the butter in the 
market and they come and buy it. 

28.664. What hour does the market usually begin ? 

About twelve nod terminates about half-past two. 

28.665. Do you think the system adopted by the 
buyers of relying on their owu experience in olaasifyine 
the butter works satisfactorily P— I think it does. 

28.666. Tn the farmera’ satisfaction and tlieir own? 

Yes; the prices they pay here exceeds the Cork price 
M a rule, and the brand here is a higher brand than 
Cork. 

28.667. You state there is no deduction from the 
q>mntity other than the tare, but is there any deduction 


from the price ?— There is no deduction unless the taro 
is three or four pountk over the branded tare. 


28,668. Have you any suggestion to offer that would 

tend to the better working of the market P I thhik the 

market is worked as well as any market in Ireland. 


28,669. Does it aflbrd sufficient space for the butter 
brought in P— re.?. 


28,670. Do yon ever store the butter ?— Sometimes 
we oblige a party. 


28,671. Do yon levy any charge?— No; we oonld 
not do that. 


28.672. Does it happen often ? — No. 

28.673. Would yon say the greater quantity of the 
butter brought inis sold?— Yea. 

28.674. When the butter is brought into the town by 
a fainner and not brought to the market but sold to a 
shopkeeper would yon receive any charge P — We never 
charge, bnt we could compel a farmer to pay the charge. 

28.675. Does that frequently occur P — Never. 

28.676. It all comes to the market and after being 
weighed there or tasted if required is sold P — Yes. 


Booer Lyons examined. 

28.677. You are tenant of the fish market ? — Yes. 

28.678. To the Town Commissioners? — ^Yes. 

28.679. What charges do yon levy at thefish market? 
— 2d. a cart. 

28.680. Is the fish market enclosed ? — It is, bnt where 
they bring the fish in carts it is not enclosed. 

28.681. Is it on the public thoroughfare P — ^Yes. 

28.682. They bring their carts there and expose the 
fish in them P — Yes. 

28.683. Is that charge of 2d. on a cart the only 
charge yon levy P — There is a penny for every baske't 
that comes. 

28.684. Is this a wholesale market? — Yes, and retail. 

28.685. Where do the women sell?— On the same 
ground. 

28.686. Do not they avail themselves of the enclosure 
at all? — They put their fish in the enclosure at night 
for storage. 

28.687. Only for storage ? — ^Yos. 

28.688. What charge do you levyP — Twopence on 
each flag. 

28.689. Is it on Saturday the fish market is held ?— 
Every day. 

28.690. Yon levy charges every day? — Yes, every 
day the fish will come. This fish comes in cors from 
Ballingoovan. The fish men belonging to the town 
are charged nothing. 

28.691. Yon receive no charge from dealers in the 
the town ? — No. 

28.692. Supposing a fiah-woman brought in fish and 
sold it around the town, os they generally do, yon 
receive no charge from her ?— I wonld. 

28.693. What chju'ge would yon levy on herP~A 
penny per basket. 

28.694. You I'cceive such charges ? — Yes. 

28.695. No matter where she purchases the fish P— 
No matter where the woman purchases the fish, unless 
she was Oiie of the townswomen. 

28.696. If it was a stranger hawking fish around you 
would charge?— Yes- 

28,i'97. Any fish-womau who lives in the town would 
not be ciiarged here ? — No. 

28.698. Do any stiangers come and sell about the 
town ? — Yea. 

28.699. For the storage of the fish for a week you 
charge twopence a flag?— Yes. 

28.700. If a cart of fish is brought in and exposed 
ontside on the quay yon charge twopence for the cart? 
— Yes. - 

28.701. If the fish remained unsold, and they wished 
to store it, wonld yon charge an extra twopence ?—lS’o- 

28.702. "What wonld yon charge ? — ^Nothing. 


.-’rinfed ditiiTi'Cd bv xhe Univci'5'Tv of Soiillmn';'itnn I ibra 

Printed image digitised by the university of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


ary Digitisation Unit 



28,708. Wonld you give them storage free P — Tes. 

28.704. Would it be at their own risk they would 
store it? — Yee. 

28.705. Whan do you collect this charge? — Every- 
day they come. 

28.706. Is it for the espoBure of the fish ? — Exposure 
for sale. 

28.707. Xou never consider whether they subsequently 
sell or not P — No. 

28.708. What is the smallest quantity of iish brought 
in a basket that you received a penny charge on ; 
did yon ever get it on one fish P — I never charge for 
erne or for four. For a Kmall number I would not 
charge. 

28.709. You give and take with them ?— Yes. 

28.710. "What is the smallest quantity that you have 
charged on ? — Half a score. 

28.711. What would be the value of half a score of 
fish on a bad market day ? — From 4s. fid. to 5s. 

28.712. You only receive a penny charge P — Yes. 

28.713. If they brought the same qnajitiiy each day 
yon would receive a penny charge P— I would. 

28.714. Have yon any collectors in the market ? — No, 
I collect myself. 

28.715. When yon ask for this from a woman with a 
basket of fish, and if she told yon she had not got the 
charge, would you seize the fish P — ^If she did not make 
a sale of the fish I wonld let her go until the next day. 

28.716. If she paid you in the early part of the day 
and you met her later, do yon ever demand the charge 
again P — Certainly not. 

28.717. Did you ever demand the charge twice ? — 
No i and if they were short 2d. I would give it to 
them. 

28.718. Are yon at any expense or money out of 
pocket in connexion with this market?— No, except 
the pound a year I pay the Commissioners. 

28,7ly. Who cleans the market P — ^A woman and the 
scavenger. 

28, Is it always cleaned out P — Yea. 

28.721. Have you ever heard objections to the fish 
market being held on the quay and -that it is not con- 
fined to the enclosure ?— I have beard no objections, but 
I heard the Commissioners themaelroB wish to put 
them in the enclosure. 

28.722. Did yon ever hear any complaints from the 
people living in the adjoining neighbourhood P — I 
heard one or two saying they should not be allowed 
there at all. 

28.723. What hour does the fish market usually 
beginP — is according to the tides. The boats come 
lathe morning early, and I am there to open the gates 
for the fishermen. 

28.724. Mr. Beaty, the snb-sanitary officer pro tem, said 
he was inatmeted by the Commissioners to prosecute 
Yei^hal fishermen who brought in cartloads of sprats 
for obstruction on the public thoroughfare, but unfor- 
tunately it was to the borough court they -were brought, 
and the magistra-tes decided we had no authority to 
summons them, when they lived outside the boundary. 

?8,725. {The Oermm-Usioner io Mr. Are these 

the only sources of revenue vou have in the fish 
market?— That is all. 

28,‘^fi. Would yon have any objection to tell me 
what are your average receipts, or what you think 
feirly Hiay wonld be about?— Well, I get al»at 2s. 2d. 
or 2*. Id. from the women. 

28,1^. Is that per day P — No ; but every week from 
the women with the stalls. 

28j728. How many stalls have yon there? — ^Ijiino. 

®,729. Hpw many let P— The whole are let, but I do 
not get paid for them. 

28,730. What are you supposed to get for each stall P 
— Twopence a week. 

^,781. What do you receive from the charges on the 
loais and on the baskete P — There were some days here 
when sprats were killed, and I -aged to get a couple of 
shilling each day; more days I would not get a half- 
penny. 


28.732. On an average what -would yen get? 

would nob get a shilling a week on the fish that coma. 

28.733. Do yon keep any record of your receipts P — 
No. 

28.734. You collect the tolls at the meat market ? — 
Yes. 

28.735. Yon are paid IZ. a year for that ? — Yes. 

28.736. Did you ever see this Act of ParHamep-p with 
the schedule of tolls ? — No. 

28.737. Have you gat the schedule of charges in the 
fish market erected?— It was read out by the clerk 
-when 1 was appointed caretaker. 

28.738. He did not give you a copy of it ? — No. 

28.739. Did he consider you should remember it 
always ? — He did not give me a copy of it. There is a 
house in the square, and a toll board on the eud of it. 

28.740. Is the fish market convenient to the -market 
square ? — It is. 

28.741. I suppose the entire schednle is on the toll 
board? — It is, 

28.742. What charges are levied at the meat market? 
— A shilliog for each stall. 

28.743. Is that for a week? — Yes; and sixpence for 
half a stall. 

28,744'. How many of these stalls are there? — 1 
believe 10 or 11 ; hut they are not all occupied. 

28.745. Is thi.s meat market enclosed ?— It is. 

28.746. There is shedding accoiuniodatiou, and it is 
Rovered P — It is. 

28.747. Are these retailers of meat who sell there P — 
They kill it themselvea, and retail it in this place. 
Every person who kills in the place retails there. 

28.748. Is that meat market open every day? — Yes, 
unless on Sunday. 

28.749. You only charge a shilling a week P — ^Ycs. 

28,7.j0. When the market it over where do they 

remove the meat to P — They lock it up in the weigh- 
houee. Some of them have stalls closed up. 

28.751. Have they possession and control of the stall 
for the week? — Yea. 

28.752. Do you provide them with a beam and scal^ ? 
— The Commissioners do. 

28.753. One for each stall ? — No. There is one general 
beam and scales, or rather two, one large one and one 
small one, and one butcher has a beam and soalcs to 
himself. 

28.754. The pthors weigh at the general scale? — 
Yes. 

28.755. Do yon charge anything for that weighing ? — 
No. 

28.756. They pay a shilling a week, and they get the 
use of the stall for the week and the use of the scales P 
—They pay threepence for each cow they kill and a 
penny fur each sheep. 

28.757. Have the Oommissionerscbeslai^hter.hoase? 
— No, cho bntchera kill at their own places. 

28.758. But on bringing in the dead beast they pay 
you this charge? — Yes, every Saturday, threepence for 
each cow aftd a penny for eacn sheep. 

•^,759. Is it only beef and mutton they soil there P — 
They sell veal at times but we charge nothing foi- that. 

28.760. Are these tho only charges yon receive P — 
The only chargee. 

28.761. Did you ever hear any comifiainfa that the 
scales were iuacemato ? — No. 

28.762. Do the police visit them tweaBionaIfy ?— 'They 
visit’ them regularly. Thei-e -was a bad b«m. and I 
had on order from -fee chairman for a new beam, Md 
the order was not complied with for three years. Tim 
sc&les and beams w<^ taken and 1 was fined a sMIlmg. 

28,763 Who goesto theexpenee ofpiv)vidiag it P— The 
Oomniissioners. 

28,764. You have ne-w sorfes now ? — I have. 

28,765^ You say there are steHs unlel. Do these 
people sell in shops too f — They do. 

28,766. Bat they do not sell elsewhere than in the 
shops and meat market P— No. 

T t 3 
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i^.7t>7. Tlicro are no o'^hor stalls in the tfnni outside 
those m the market aud shops ? — No. 

Ml*. TuoitAS McCarthy examined. 

28,768. Ton were formerly a town commissioner here ? 

— Yea. 

*28,769. Do you think a necessity esiata here in the 
town for iin enclosed market for these general com- 
modities sold in the market stjinare, apart altogelh^ 
from the desire of the Commiasioners to angnient their 
rerenue ?— There is a great diversity of opinion about 
it because the aquare is very larre, and the traffic is not 
interfered with by the traffic in me square, hot ofeourse 
on the other side they say it 'r a very irregular thing 
for the market to be held at all without liaTing it cii- 
closed, so really I could not tell you on which side the 
preponderance of opinion lies. 

S^,770. The sjkmjo would not be sufficient to allow of 
a market l>eiija bniltP — I wonld not think so. That 
was discussed I remember at the time. 

28.771. The Commissioners ate disenssing the desira- 
bility of erecting a general market ?-— They did at the 
lime the legal proceedings turned up. 

28.772. Haro you heard complaints tliat any perish- 
able commodities, such as corn aud roll butter, were 
injured by exposure to the weather ? — No. There is no 
oomiuodicy exposed in tlie market that wonld be injured 
to my mind. They hare the houses to go into, aud they 
have' a shed there. It is 30 feet long. 

28.773. From what districts would yon say the 
marketable commoditie.s are brought? — From Cappo- 
quiii, Ferrypoint, and Yonghal. The fish comes from 
the fishing hamlet of Ballingowl. The fish boats come 
into the quay, except the tide went low. 

28.774. Do you receive harbour dues as well as a 
charge on the markets ?— Not ou the local boats. I«ist 
year when the hiU'bour was visited by Manxmen and 
others, they put on a charge of 5s. a boat until such 
time as they can borrow l.OUOZ. for the improvement of 
the quay. 

28.775. When these Manxmen come, can they sell 
the fish !it the fish market ? — Yea, English buyers used 
to attend here. 

28.776. Do thej' buy ou the vessel itself? — Yes. 

28.777. How do you charge the market rates ? — "We 
only charge bs. a year for tho harbour. 

28.778. Mr. Lyons receives no charges?-— No. He 
gets a charge on the carts. 

28.779. Were tolls ever levied at the fairs here? — Yes, 
50 years ago. 

28.780. Do you romemlier them ?— I do not. 

28.781. You do not know what was tho cause of their 
abolition? — Tho Duke of Devonshire built ihe square 
about 60 years ago, aud the tolls I think were abolished 
when the fairs were brought into the sqn.'ire. 

*28,78*2. Have you formed any ideas at all as to the 
advisabiliiy of removing fairs from the streets of the 
town such as Mr. Usher suggested, and providing a 
properly enclosed fair-green ? — I think in all cases 
■where there would not bo accommoilatiou that would 
he most desirable, but the traders, I think, wonld 
object to it, and it is not at all aualagons ty Clonmel, 
and for this reason the streets of Clonmel are very 
nari'ow, but here wo have a very fine open square, and 
the sireots abutting on it are fine streets too. 

*28,783. From the railway station to the courthouse 
tho streets are not of an extraordinary width, and I 
find tho animals occupying the pathways and hall- 
dooi*s? — Yes, that has been complained of. There is a 
large section of the people who think it a barbarous 
thing to have the fairs on the streets. 

28.784. Did the OommisBionerB ever discuss whether 
it would be desirable to provide a fair-green ? — They 
did. 

28.785. "What was the result ? — 1 think the geuerality 
of the ratepayers aud traders would be in favonr of 
kee]>ing them on the streets. 

28.786. Wonld the opposition to the removal of the 
fairs ijff the street be comiued to any particular class of 
traders. Would it be confined to the publicans prin- 
cipally ? — Not confined to tho publicans, Imt they 
weald bo the strongest element in the movement. I 
think the shopkeepers as a rule would object to it. 


28.787. Who cleans the street? — The Town Com- 
missioners. 

28.788. I trust in answer to this question you will 
forget for the moment that you are connected with the 
Town Commission; have you heard complaints of 
neglect of duty in that respect in cleaning the street 
after the fairs P— Yes, foimerly they used, but now the 
thuig is very much better managed. 

28.789. Immediately after the fair the streets are 
cleaned ? — Yes. There are two men regularly appointed 
for that purpose. 

‘28,790. Have you had any intercoorae -with the 
farmei*3 'ivho bring in the animals ? — Yes, a great deal. 

28.791. Do you think if there was a properly enclosed 
aud macadamised fair-gi*een provided with shelter 
accommodation and pens that they would have any 
objection to pay a small charge that -would repay the 
cost of mainteuauco or interest on the loan required P — 

I think they would have an objection. 

28.792. If there was a toll levied on commodities 
brought into the market or fair, do yon think it acts as 
a deterrent ou the people liringing in the supply?— 
Certainly, I do not think it would, it might iu the first 
instance. I have no experience of the farmers around 
auy other town. 

28.793. Supposing there was a fair-green provided 
with adequate accommodation, and a small chai*go 
levied on each animal entering the fair, do yon think 
there would he a falling off in the supply P — Not at all. 

I am tui-o there -would not be. 

28.794. They would he willing to pay that? — They 
would never keep away for a small charge. 

23.795. Are tho fairs here good ones? — ^Yerygood. 
Toere ai-e very large fairs here and a good deal of 
money turned over. I suppose there are about 8,oOOi. 
turned over here on a fair day. 

28.796. "What per-centage of the animals that came 
would be sold ? — That would vary very much. 

*28,797. You could not give any idea of the per- 
centage ? — Seventy-five per cent, would be sold some 
days. There were fairs last year, and there was not 
25 per cent, sold, things were so dull. I am speaking 
of tho past To-day I do not think there was 25 per 
cent, left unsold. 

28.798. Within what limits are the animals brought 
here ?— Within a radius of 10 miles. 

28.799. What is the radius for marketable commodi- 
ties ? — The same. 

28.800. So far as 10 miles P — Yes. There is no 
butter market in the neighbourhood nearer thanYougbal 
and they come here from -within a jn'le of Yon^aL 
There are fairs at Lismorc where they go if it suits 
them. 

28.801. Is there any fair n^r Dnngarvan where tolls 
are levied P — No. There is none exoepi the country 
fairs and these have died out. 

28.802. What rates have you levied here ? — We have 
a shilling road rate this year ; a shilling or fourteen 
pence towns improvement rate. 

28.803. How do yon apply the harbour dues ? — Ex- 
clusively to the hai'bour ; the road rates to road purposes 
and the towns improvement i-ates to towns improve- 
ment pnrposea, and the market rates to market im- 

f rovement — the surplus goes to market improvement. 

'romthenet profit of the market we deduct 451. and 
add it to the road account and also 4&1. to the towns 
improvement — that is 902. 

28,804. You have on the market account an accumu- 
lation of 20oJ. P — ^About that. 

^,805. Have they taken aaiy steps to expend that 
2002. ou market buildings or otherwise? — They ore only 
just I'ecovering from the buildings heretofore for which 
1,0002. was borrowed. This expenditure on the town 
hall has swamped them np to this, and they have only 
just got rid of it and they are altogether 2,0002. in debt. 

^,806. What was that 2,0002. P — There was 1,0002. 
for the improvement of the harbour. 

28,807. Is the whole of that secnrecl by the harbour 
dues?— Yrs; there is 6002. due on the road account; 
2002. on the improvement rate, and 1002. mortgage on 
the road account. 

28,808. However, you have not tho market rates 
mortgaged at present ? — No. Tnerf) is no loan on +Hai 
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Kconnt. llie whole iDoonio of the Commissioners is 
secori^i bol; I am ttnable to tell jan ocouratalj. 

28,80d. ilthougb the money would not he expended 
on market purposes P — Tea. 

2S.810. Have you any suggestions to offer os to what 
you think would tend to the itnprovefueut of the 
markets or fairs, or are there any other reniarloi ymi 
would wish to make P — Ho. I think yon have got all 
the information within our reach. 

28,811- Have they got the system of luok-peany at 
the fairs ?— Always within my memoiy. 

28,812. And on all animals ? — Tes, 

28,818. On cattle and sheep is there any role rogn> 
lating the amount of the luok-penny p — Ho. 

28.814. It is always left to the disposition of the 
seller P — Always. 

28.815. In bnying pigs is there any 8xed charge P — 
There need to bo threepence a pig. I tbiiik that is 
esisdng still ; but I think it U sixpence for a fat pig. 

28.816. Is there this difference, that in the case of 
cattle and sheen tlie contract price is paid by the buyer 
to the seller, whereas in pigs the sixpence is deducted 
by the buyer from the amount P — Yes. 

28.817. Have you bought and sold yourself? — ^Ho. 

28.818. From your conversations with the farmers 
do you think that in fixing the ^ice of the animal they 
consider tho luck-penny they have to give P — No, tuiless 
it is mentioned os in tho case of a cow, the buyer wonld 
say, “ I will give you 141. and give me a crown luck, 
penny.” 

^,819. And that was understood P — So they ^ranged 
in that way. 

28.820. IVhen they are arguing do not they say I will 
give you so much clear to pocket P — Tes. 

28.821. In that way the price is fixed and no luck- 
penny is paid P — ^Yes. 

28.822. In that case do not they oonsidor the value of 
the luck-penny? — ^No. 'Hie Inok-ponny never afl'ects 
tbo bargain except in the case I have mentioned, nulcss 
it is a matter of special aiTaugeinont. 

23.823. Do you think there is much delay in arguing 
about the lack-p>enny or about the transaction P — Hu. 
I think there wonld bo little disputes. A man paying 
another 30Z. or 402. for a lot of cattle wonld expect u 
good luck-peony in that case. 

28.824. la there anything further you wish to say P — 


Mr. Hsoeu examined. 

28.825. Do you think it would be dcsimblo to remove 
the fairs off too sti’cet to a properly unclosed Ihir-green P 
— I think I most agree with Mr. McCarthy with regard 


to that. The shop-keepers wonld he against it, and on 
sanitary grounds X would be for removing the fairs. 

28.826. You think to caiTy out a perfect sanitary 
syatora a removal is noodod P— Yes. on sauitarv Rrounds 
it IS needed. 

28.827. TTore there any instances of disease arising 
from an arcnmulation of filth P— No; • I never heara 
This is an exceptionally healthy town in that way, but 
«ey want water hero. Tliere was an application by 
tho Cunmussionars to tbe owner of tho town about four 
or five years ago to the owner of the tomi, and ho 
offered a field near tho railway-station os a fair-green. 

28.828. Is tbe general fair held convenient to tho 
railway-station P— Quite convenient. 

28.829. Tho bnyers have oaay means of comiunuica- 
tion for removing thoir stock P— Yos. 

•28,830. Do they ship them from hero P — Hot now ; 
they go by rail. I used to see them shipped f^rom 
here formerly. At that timo the Commiasionors dis- 
enseed tho duirability of a fair-green, and they decided 
it was belter to keep the fair in tbe town. They 
thought it better for the business of the town. 

28.831. Do you think that it wonld improve tbe 
market if thoro was a gonoral building jjrorided for the 
commodities in tbe market square?— I think it wonld 
produce a good deal of satisfaotiou. Since tbo sum* 
mions for the tolls waa dismissed there is a good deal of 
dissatisfartion between the lessee of tho market tolls 
and tho people who have standings there. 

28.832. Is it a couple of years since this happened ? 
—No. It was daring the current year — six months 
ago. It was immedJatoly after the nowcoutruct tho 
thing arose. lu fact from tbe losses sustained by tbo 
lessee tbe Commissioners allowed him something inebo 
final payment of his three years' coiitnict because ho 
bad been at a loss. Tho Commissioners nindeau allow- 
ance. You will see a discrepancy between &e coubnict 
and tho present price. 


Mr. MjcilAXi Bsanr rc-examined. 

28.833. (irf^ness.) My impression is yon would not 
g^et tbe |>artio8 to pay a rent For an eueloscd space. 
They prefer to be free lances and go luuaud tbe town 
to moke a sale. 

28.834. Are these people townroeoplo or do they live 
outside it ? — All townspeople and country people.* 

28.S35. Do they ex[>oee monufactorod goo<la ? Yes, 

tables and boots, They used to jjav M. or 4d. for the 
staiulings, but that cLnrgo was aboli^hod altogether by 
the Commissiouers. 

28,836. Is thoro any other gentleman who has on 
obseia'utiou to mako or evidence to give P — ^Ho unswor. 

The inquiry then conclnded. 


L I S M 0 R E. 


Witt reference to my inquiry in Liamore on the 20th day of December 1888, I lieg 
to report as. follows : — 

Lismore is situated on the River Blackwater in the county of Waterford. It is a 
station on the Waterford, Dungarvon, and Lismoi'e Railway line. The town has a neat 
audimproved appearance, town commissioners have been established and the population 
is 1,860. 

There is no fized general market day in Lismore. The butter market is held on 
Monday. The fairs are held on the second Wednesday in each mouth. 

No tolls are levied at either the markets or fairs, but at the former weighing charges 
are levied, there being no rule, however, compelling the weighing of all or any commo- 
dities at the public scales. 

The market rights, maiket place, and fair green are the property of the Duke of 
Devonshire, but he receives no pecuniary benefit from them. A weighmaster was 
appointed by his Grace, and whose remuneration consists in the charges for weighing 
the compjodjties brought into the market, viz: — Id. per bag fur potatoes and com, 
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\i. per firln’n for butter, and 4d. per load for hay, straw, and roote. Half oi the 
charge on each firkin of butter goes to the town commissioners as a gift of his Grace, 
who also contributes *20/. a year towards the general rates. 

There were two patents granted for Lismore. The first is dated 3rd March 1613, 
and authorised Sir R. Boyle to hold a Saturday market and two fairs, on feast of 
Pentecost and 14th February, and two days following each. The second was dated 
9bh March 1720, and authorised the Earl of Burlington to hold a Thursday market 
and fairs on the 13th and 14th Ma}-, ]3th and 14th September, 31st October, and 
1st Noyember. Previous to 1878, the fairs held in Lismore were on 25th May, 25th 
September, 12th November, and 14th Februaiy, being those granted by the foregoing 
patents, but in that year the present monthly fairs were established, apparently without 
any express authority, by the town commissionere and traders with the consent of the 
Duke. 

AD the butter is weighed before being bought, and the weighing charge is collected 
from the buyer when ^e butter has been sold. It is stated the buyers deduct from 
the contract price with the seller, the sum of 6d. per firkin. No tare is ever ascer- 
tained. but the customary practice is to allow an estimated tare from the gross 
weight. 

In accordance with my instructions, I have inspected the market and fair places. 

Marketable commodities are brought into the town different days in the week, some 
are brought to the shopkeepers and oascomers direct, and others are exposed for sale 
in the market yai-d. This yard is a equal's space at the rear of the court house 
connected with the principal street with a lane or passage. It is entirely enclosed and 
has two entrances. The surface is paved, but could be kept in a much cleaner 
condition. A shed, not slated and supported on metal pillars, runs along one side of 
the yard. This shed is about 90 X 14 feet, and at the end the butter is weighed and 
exposed for sale, and at the other end the potatoes and com are weighed. There is also 
a small shed at another side of the yard, underneath which the carts and horses of those 
frequenting the markets are placed. There is a weigh-house with a machine outside. 
There are two beams and scales and a small beam for retailers. It is stated that the 
mai'ket yard affords sufficient accommodation for market purposes. 

The fairs are held in the fair green which was provided in 1878 by the Duke of 
Devonshire, The green is on the road leading to the railway, tc which it is within easy 
reach. It is entirely enclosed with a high stone wall and comprises in extent some 
S acres. Iron pens for sheep are erected, and for the use of those 6^^. per pen is 
charged. A pen is capable of holding 12 sheep. Shed and water accommodation is 
also provided, and in fact the green, from its extent and other advantages, affords ample 
accommodation and is one of the finest I have seen. The townspeople and neighbouring 
farmers are to be congratulated upon having received such a free gif t from the Lord 
of the Manor, as it has materially benefited them and thus indirectly increased the value 
of his Grace's other property. A caretaker is paid 41. a year by the owner to look 
after the fair green and open it on fair days. 

Between fairs the green is utilized for grazing and shows, the profit derived from 
which goes to the owner’s own use. Previous to 1878 the fairs were held upon the 
public streets. 

At the inquiry it was staled that the toAvn commissioners axe desirous of being 
empowered to make byelaws regulating the working and management of the butter 
market, and satisfaction was expressed at the present working of ^e other markets and 
fairs. It was suggested, however, that the weighing machine should be made capable 
of weighing live stock, as many fjinners woulil prefer selling by live weight. 

Appended vdll be found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

John J. O’Meara, 

45, Lower Mount Street. Assistant Commissioner. 

Dublin. 


Lismore, 20th 

Francis Edmond Curry, Esq., examined. 

2S,S37. Yon represent tbe Duke of Deronshire here for 
the purposes of this inquiry? — Mr. Power the agent has 
asked me to come up here. I was agent before tiis 
appointuient. 

23,S3S. The Duke is the owner of acy market rights 
that might exist in lismore P — Yes. I’here are patents 
from the Crown. 


December 1888. 

2S339. What markets are held here? — There is no 
market, I think, except one for butter on every Monday m 
the week. I think there is no other regular market except 
that. 

38340. There is no general market at all P— Xo. 

28341. Supposing they bring in potat(KM or an^eneral 
commodities, where ate they exposed for sale P — They are 
all brought into the same market place. 
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28.842. Oa Monday? — Not on Monday. They aie 
brought any day. 

28.843. Is there uo particular day allotted off for the 
disposal of these ? — ^There is no particular day for the sale 
of any particular kind of produce except butter. The 
other articles, such as hay, potatoes, and general merchan- 
<lise, are brought every day of the week. 

28,844-5. Where are they sold. Are there any market- 
buildings erected in the town ? — Yes ; the market place is 
close to the courthouse. Ilie same place in which the 
butter is sold is the general market place. 

28.846. 'ITiey are also, I suppose, carried about to the 
shopkeepers of the town from door to door? — Such 
things as potatoes and bay are never carried from door to 
door but are brought to the market and sold there. 

28.847. Who was it provided this market building ? — 
The Duke. 

28.848. You have not had any opportunity of getting 
tbe i^iculars of the cost of erection P — ^That was beyond 
my time, except some outlay that has been gone to from 
time to time in order to enlarge and improve it. Lately 
another entrance was made to facilitate tbe exit of butter. 

28.849. What fairs are held here P — ^At present the fairs 
ere monthly fairs held on the second Wednesday in every 
month. 

28.850. Do you remember a period when there were no 
monthly fairs here P — Yes. 

28.851. Are they of recent establishment? — Yes; about 
the year 1873, after the opening of the railway from Fermoy 
to here, which was made by the Duke of Devonshire. f>n 
the completion of that railway, tbe monthly fairs com- 
menced to be held. Prior to that, there were four fairs 
here. 


28.870. Can railings^ be put up around it to made it 
available for weighing live stock P— Mo. There is nothing 
for weighing live stock. If there was one for weighing 
live stock it would be in the feir field. 

28.871. Do you remember when the fairs were held on 
the streets ?— Yes. They were held on the street up to 
1878. 

28.872. Did you consider yourself that it was very ob- 
jectionable to have the fairs held on the public thoroughfare 
in the town P— I considered it was very objectionable as a 
matter of public convenience, and also in reference 'to th“ 
sanitary state of the town, although I think everj*thing was 
done that could he reasonably done to clean the town after 
the fairs, yet in wet weather the state of the town wm not 
wholesome, and there ^vas much inconvenience caused bv 
the fairs to everybody who had to pass tarough the fairs 
or go about their ordinary business. There were some 
people who did not share my opinion about it, but I think 
they are all pretty well reconciled now. There was a good 
deal of opposition to their removal at the time on the part 
of some trading interest, more especially of one kind. It 
was thought their custom would be afi'ected by it, but I am 

, afraid it has not been affected by it much. 

28.873. Do tbe farmera avail themselves of this fmr 
green P — The farmers were very anxious for it. The 
farmers, with tbe exception of a few, and the buyers also 
were desirous to have accommodation in the fair field. 

28.874. Have you had experience of fairs other than 
those of Lismore? — I think I kuow tbe fairs of Tallow and 
Cappoquin. 

28.875. Are any of these fair.s on the streets ? — On the 
streets. I think the fairs of Cappoquin are still held on 
tbe street. 


28.852. Could you give me the dates of them ? — I am 
not quite certain of the dates. I think they were the 25th 
May, 2Sth September, 12th November, and 14tih February. 

28.853. Did th^ cease holding these old furs when the 
monthly fairs were established P — Yes. 

28.854. Tolls are not levied at any of these furs P — No. 
Tbe late Duke of Devonshire ^vas entitled to them under 
his patent, but he gave them up long ago. 

28.855. Do you remember when tolls were le'ied ?— No. 
I can just remember the time they wem given up. I think 
it must be 60 years ago, or so. 

28.856. At one period tolls were levied P — 1 have no 
doubt they were, but 1 cannot speak as a matter of 
knowleage. 

28.857. Have you heard tolls were levied here ? — Yes. 

28,868. "Where we the f^s held P — The fairs are now 

held in a field between this jiiace and the railway station. 
It is enclosed sxid given by the Duke for the purpose of 
holding the monthly fairs. 

28,859-60. Did he provide this green on the establish- 
ment of the fairs in 1873P — No. They were not held in 
the fair field until 1878. Previous to that, they were 
held on tbe streets. 

28.861. Could you give me any idea of the extent?— 
About eight acres,- it is a large field. 

28.862. Are there pens in it ? — Yea. 

^,8G3. Is there any shelter accommodation or sheds ?— 
Yea sheds and water. 

28.864. How is the fair green utilised between the 
monthly fairs ? — Sometimes for graaing and also for shows, 
circuses, and things like that 

28.865. The profits from the shows and the grazing go 
to the Duke P — Yes. 

28.866. There aie no tolls levied at these fairs ? — No. 
The only thing is a small sum is paid for the pens. The 
pens which were originally out up were wooden, and they 
soon became decayed ; it was impossible to keep them, and 
therefore I put up iron pens for sheep, and those who use 
these pens pay a small sum which goes towards tbe payment 
of the original cost of putting them up. Thq’ were costly 
pens, and as the receipts come in they are spent iu exteud- 
ing them, and I think Mr. Power lias intimated, as was 
always my intention, that at no very distant date, when the 
wst is pfud by these small charges, no further charge will 
he made. 

28.867. What is the charge ?— Sixpence for each pen. 

28.868. How many sheep would each pen accommodate? 
— 12 or 14, I suppose. 

28.869. Is there any weighbridge erected at all P— Not 
there, but in the market there is. 

1 59796. 


28.876. Have youformed any opinions as tothe necessity 
of removing the fairs from the public thoroughfares 
throughout the country P — I think it would be veiy desirable 
if there could be a sufficiently convenient place provided 
for them. I think it would be very desirable to remove 
them off the streets of any town, but the inconvenience was 
felt much more here after the opening of the railway than 
before, because tbe fairs increased very largely in size. 
Prior to that, although they were objectionable and an 
inconvenience, it was not felt because the fairs were only 
four times a year, and not so large, and when they came to 
be held raomhly, they were very much better fairs, and the 
quantity of all kinds of stock increased. Then of course 
tM inconvenience was very much more felt. In Tallow 
they hold monthly fairs, but in point of size they are larger 
here because tbe railway does not go sufficiently near Tallow 
to make a large pig market. 

28.877. Have you anv rule restricting the exposure of 
animals elsewhere than in the fair green ; or any rules or 
regulations to he observed by those fi^nentiag the markets 
or fairs P — I do not know of any special rules. An at- 
tempt has beenmadeto hold them on the public thorough- 
fare since toe fair green was opened, but 1 think it would 
be veiy desirable that there should be some general 
legislative enactment that where a proper fair field is 
provided, it should be compulsory to sell in that fair 


28,873- Have you hatl any experience of places where 
tolls are levied? — No; I have not Tolls were levied. I 
believe, in ' Cappoquin, but not now. lYiey are levied in 
Fermoy. 

28,879. From yoiu experience of the farmers do you 
tliink, where they are paying tolls at present or where 
they are paying no tolls and getting no accommodation, do 
j-ou think they would be willing to pay a small toll if 
adequate accommodation were provided for them in the 
shape of a fair green with pensand shelter aecomoiodation P 
—That is a question 1 could not answer. 1 could only 
answer it as a matter of conjecture more than anything else. 
I really think buyers and sellers would not be unwilling 
to pay a small toll, provided it was a small toU and one 
for a public purpose sucn as the improvement of the fair 
green aud providing it. I think it gives a far better tone 
to toe fairs by not having tolls. 


28 880 In other words, do you think the exaction of a 
toll acta as a deterrent on people bringing in toe supply 
thCT otherwise would bring into the fair, or do toey, as a 
matter of fact, only consider whether they would be able 
to effect a readyand quick sale of toe animals. — 1 think 
it would prevent some people coming, because where people 
Lave free access they generally bnng more cattle, and if 
not sold they go back free, but when you chpge going into 
toe field they will say there is no use in bringing what we 
cannot sell. 

Hu 
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23, SSI. It is more or less a general question, because 
foQ see an exceptional state of tnings exists in Lismore, 
I'oi you have here a fair green and aocoramodation and 
there is no charge P — It does not prevent cattle going 
to Fermoy, where the tolls^levied go for personal and private 
benedt and not for n pnhUc purpose. 

23,332. Do you think the fairs here being held in a fair 
green, where tiiere is accommodation and the fact of their 
being toll free would detoact from the supply thot would 
otherwise attend the Fermoy faiwP — Noj it is too far 
away. I do not think it would in the least affect the 
Fermoy fairs. The fairs in Cappoquin have increased 
very much since the continuation of the railway on to 
Waterford; that was opened in August 187S. Since that 
period the fairs in Cappoquin have increased very largely 
and hare extinguished the small local fiurs held in Che 
neighbourhood around. 

28,SH3. Have you any suggestions to offer a.s to what 
you think would tend to the imiirovement of the fairs 
or markets in this place P — Xo. I do not know of any- 
thing. 

28.884. Is there a weighmaater appointed here by the 

Duke of Dev’onshire ? — Yes. . 

28.885. Who is he ? — Mr. Thomas Walsh. 

28,3S(). IIow is he paid P — Ho receives the fees. He 
was bridewell kcc]ier and courthouse keeper. He it paid 
1>y the county a small salary for attending tlie courtbouse 
and in tlie market he receives the fees. 

28.887. Docs he apjily them to his own use P — Y'es, 
except with regard to the butter. I hod better just 
read the memorandnm made at the time of his appointanent, 
as there was a little special thine nith regard to the butter 
market. [Reading] — Appointea by the Duke of Devon- 
shire weighmoster of Lismore market during pleasure. 
He is to receive the fees as estahlishcd heretofore for all 
articles weighed. As regards goods weighed on the 
weighbridge, he is on the 25th March of each year to 
linnd over lo the Duke of Devonsliire one-third of the fees, 
until the balance due on the weighbridge, 12/., is ]uiid off. 
(That really has not l>een done.) .As r^arda the weighing 
of batter and the arrangement of the butter market, be is 
to conform to the regulations of the town conimisaioners, 
and each month to hand over to them two-thirds of the 
fees received for butter, they appointing and paying any 
extra hands required on market dava. The man^ement 
of the butter market was left with tlic town commissioners 
subject to these rules. Mr. Walsh has to keep the market 
place clean and in ^ood order ; he has to keep hooks and 
moke entries of articles weighed, and the fees received for 
samo, keeping separate accounts for the weighbridge and 
butter for the inspection of the Duke of Devonshire's 
agent, and aofaras the butter is concerned for the town 
commissioners at tber monthly meetings. 

28.888. What year was he appointed? — ^The Kith 
February 1875. 

28,882. I take it, then, that any fee hcobtains for weigh- 
ing general commodities at the beam and scales go to his 
own use with the exception of the butter receipts, two-tliirds 
of which go to the town commissioners P — Yea, and one- 
third to himself, and then the subsidiary arrangement about 
the weighbridge which waa not carried out. 

28.68U. Did tlie Duke of Devonshire provide the beam 
and scalw P — Everything required for the market was 
supplied by the Duke. 

28.891. Do you think on the whole the fact of the fairs 

being toll free tends to improve them more or less? I 

think so, certainly. 

28.892. You found a radical improvement in the fairs 
after the fair green was ]i»vided ? — I do not know the 
feirs were very mneb jirevioualy. They have been in- 
creasing fmm the time of the opening of the railway in 
1872. 1 do not know that any spedal increase took place 
after they were removed to the fair green, but there is a 
better supply of cattle now than formerly. 

28,8.93. The buyers have facilities for the removal of the 
stock as the fair green is adjacent to the railway station P 
—Yes. It could not be more conveniently situated than 
it is. There is an entrance from one side and an exit from 
the other, so that they can come in at either side from 
whatexer direction they are coming. 

23,8i>4. All the animals comins here arc sold in that 
fair green, and are never sold in the adjoining .streets?— 
They arc nil sold iu the fair green. There was very- 
much expensn incurred in making that — 600/. or 700/. 
altogciher. 


28.895. You arc unable to make up that amount for 
me?— I think Mr. Power has riven it to you it the 

uery sheet I think it is something between 600/. and 
00/., and about 1507. was laid out since. 

28.896. Would the rite of the fair green, if not utilised 
for fair purposes, be othemnse of use 7- -Yes, or ogri- 
cultural puiposes as town fields. It was portion of the 
town pork before being marie a fair field. 


Mr. Mauiucb Healy, Town Clerk, examined. 

28,897- Vou are the totvn clerk of Lismore? ^Yee. 

28393. When were the commissioners established P— 
They were established before I came to Lismore ; they 
were established after the passing of the Towns Im}irore- 
luent Act. 

■ 28,899. What duties do they perform under the Act P— 
Well, their duties at present are very limited since their 
powers os a sanitary body were taken from them, this bring 
a town with n population under 4, (XX). On the passing of 
the Act of 1878, their functions os a sanitary body passed 
to the board of guardians and at present they have vtn 
little to do except provide gas and cleanse the town. 

23.900. Then 1 suppose the grand jury look after the 
paving and the roads P — They keep the roads in repair. 

28.901. The commissioners have no control over the 
markets or fairs with the exception of the butter truket P 
— Yes, and that by permission of the Duke. 

28.902. When u-as this butter market establiebed P— 
About 12 years ago; in 1875. 

28.903. Could you give me the receipts of the commia- 
sioners for the past three years from the butter market P— 
Permit mo to stale that what Mr. Curry said is accurate 
as to two-thirds of the fees going to the town commis- 
missioners, but on some remonstrance being made by 
Mr. Walsh of the amount of duty they performed in con- 
nexion with it, the commissioners allowed one-half instead 
of two-thirds to be handed to them by Mr. Walsh; and 
for several years ])ast the commissioners have only been 
receiving onu-holF. In the current year the sales were 
l,790firkins. The charge is aid. a firkin, and the town 
commissioners received a Ad. The market is terminated 
from November to May. The commissioners, therefore, 
received HI. 14s. 7<l- l^t year, 1887, from May to No- 
vember there were 2,943 firkins 8old,and the commissioners 
received 4/. 5s. Id. 'Xlie prerioiia year, 1886, there were 
2,239 firkins, and the commisatoners received 5/. It. 6d. 
That number does not exactly represent the firkins brought 
into the market, but only those sold. It is only on those 
solil, the weiglimastei receives fees. 

28.904. When firkins ere brought in by the fanners, 
are they all taken to this market place P — Nearly alL 

28.905. Is there nny rule restricting them from gring 
elsewhere sud weighing tba butter P — No, hot the town 
conuniasioners are nnxious there should be some reslnction 
in that way. 'I'lie question did nut crop up until the last 
two years or three, when a gentlomnn commenced to buy 
butto in the town and they (some farmers) tbounlit it 
more desirable to take the Sutter to bis house unn sell 
there, and the commissioners thought it would be lietter 
if this man found it convenient or to his advantage to 
attend the market and buy there. Some thought it was 
really desirable that sales of butter ahould be confined 
exclusively to the butter market. 

28.906. As a matter of fact they are not ? — Prai^cilly 
thg- are, but if anyone goes to him he buys at his own 
house. 

28 . 907 . Did the commissioners ever discuss the advisa- 
bility of their obtaining as a local authority the control 
over the markets and fairs ?— The question did not crop 
up except once or twice, when the butter merchants com* 
plained of excessive tares, They found the firkins were 
overiveiglited and they thought that was an injustice W 
them. The firkins presumed to be only 16 Hia- 

and sometimes they found them to weigh 18 or 19 los. 
lliat was absolutely afraudon the buyers. They 
on the belief that the firkins would not exceed 10 lbs., snn 
they made a complaint to the town commissionen, mu 
they had no power in the matter, but they tboi^ht ^ 
nncntly there should be some power of compelling tn 
wmer to slate exactly the weight of the firkin. 

28.908. The coopers never brand the tare on the ji^k'n • 
— No. Some of the coopers, it has been stated, rcrily la* 
themselves ojieii to make heavy firkins at the instnnce 
the farmers. 
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^ 909. You think that causes a want of confidence 
MDODff tiie buyers in the market P— I do. I had a couple 
of letters complaining of the matter from one gentleman, 
who stated that he would not attend until some arrange- 
ment was adopted wherehy parties would be compelled to 
have fair tw'cs. 

iH, 910. At jiresent the commissioncre ore powerless to 
make rul« or regulations or to enforce them when made? 
—They are, but they {published a recummendatiou to 
the farmera to bring in firkins not c-xcceding l(J lbs. in 
weight. 

‘28911. Doyouthinka necessity exists for local autho- 
niies' who are not urban sanitary authorities, obtuiaing 
power to moke and enforce ])yelaw8 regulating the markets 
Imd fairs, wliatover byelaws they think ueceasory for the 
locality P— I think it is desirable. 

28.912. So far as you are enneemed it is desirable in 

lismore? Except in that unu instance imtliiiig caiiic to 

my knowledge. This town is exceptionally situated, be- 
cause practically the Duke of Devonshire has vested iu tho 
commissioners authority over them, cxccjit that they have 
no legal right or any iwwer to enforce any regulation they 
may makft. As a matter of publio policy, I may say I 
think it is desirable local authorities sliould have legal 
rights controlling the markets. 

28.913. It is your opinion that throughout the country 
local authorities should have control owr tho markets and 
fun P — 1 think so. 

28.914. Have you heard that opinion expressed by any 
of the commissioners or those who live elsewhere than in 
LismoreP— Weil, no. I do not think I did. 

28,91.5. Apart firom Lisitiore, because the owner of tho 
muket rights seems to have done everything in his power 
to please the people of this town, do you iliink markets 
sou f(UT3 would bo better managed aiul nianaguil more to 
tiie satisfaction of those frequenting them by a local 
authority than if the control were vested in a private 
individoal P — 1 am hardly in a position to say they would. 

I r^lr think where there is an energetic man >vho has pro- 
pertorul rights, if he looked after the matter he could 
make os effident arrangements for the public interest as a 
pablic body. Really my opinion is worthless. I am not 
with the trading arrangements or budnessof the 

town. 

28.916. What are vour to^vn rates P — Well for many years 
they did not exceed 6d. in the ]>ound but fur the last two 
years they are 8d. 

28.917. Is that your only revenue P — That is the only 
rm-eone, except that the Duke of Devonshire gives an 
asnual donation of 201. towards the funds, and the sweep- 
ing of the streets, and half the fines at petty sessions for 
drunkenness and cases of that kind. Dr. Curry is town 
justice. 

28.918. You have a town magistrate P — Yes. 

28.919. You have not engaged any assistants fur Mr. 
Walsh os mentioned ; that is you have no expense iu con- 
neiiou with the butter mai-kctP— I’roctically none. On 
an odd day a few years ago, when the butter was coming 
in luge quantities, tho town commissiuuers compelled tbeir 
scavenger to assist on Mondays in weighing the butter. 

28.920. Is there anything else you would wish to men- 
tion P—lTo. 

28.921. Or have you any suggestion to offer P — No. 


Mr. Tiiomab WAiiSn oxaiuined. 

28.922. You are the weigbmaater here ? — Yes. 

28.923. You were appointed in 1875 by tho Duke of 

Devonshire P ^Yes. 

«.924. Have you any rule in the muricet conqielling 
pmple who bring marketable commodities there to weigh 
mem at your scales P~No, 

28>926. No such rule exists P — No. 

28.926. What scales have you there? — Butter scales 
and potato scales. 'ITie com is weighed on the potato 
*cales. 

28.927. You have two beams and scales? — Yes. 

23.928. And weighing machine? — Yes. 

28.929. Wbat commodities do you usually weigh on 
^y«P — The markets genemlly coomience m the 

nuudle of May with firkine end end in November. 
jffl,93iJ. That is as regards the butter market, but what 
commodities do you weigh P — Potatoes and corn if we 


pet it, but there is very little now ; aome wool in the shear- 
ing season, and bay and straw. 

28.931. Is roll butter ever brought hereP — No. It is 
alway.s brought in firkins and kegs. 

28.932. When weighing firkins you charge l<f. for each 
firkin P — A ]>enny for each fii-kin to tho buyer. I will just 
explain to you. Under some rule the buyers stop Qd. for 
the firk i> of butter fi'um the seller, and out of that dd. they 
pay me the |ienny for each firkin. 

28,9.'13. Is that rule of stopping 6cf. confined to the Lis- 
more butter mai-ket ? — I do nob know. 

28,934. Do you know of it being practised elsewhere p — 
Well, I think it is in Dungarran. Besides the 3d. for the 
ticket for u’cighing I think the buyers deduct 6d. from the 
firkin too. 

It is the buyer who pays your charge ?— Yes. 

28.936. TTie butter is always sold befne it is weighed ? — 

No. It is weighed before it is sold. We number the 
firkins from one to a hundred as the case may be, consecu- 
tively, and mark the weight of the firkin on it and the 
buyers buy according to tbeir own judgment. 

28.937. You give no tickets P — No tickets, but mark the 
weight in chalk on the side of the fii-kin. 

28.938. It is only the gross weight you mark P — Yes. 

28.939. You never estimate the tare or actually strip the 
firkins P — ^No. 

28.940. Do you evei' dimn them ? — Yes. We drain 
every one of them before it is weighed. 

28.941. Who assists you? — A man, who puts tho butter 
into tlic scales and takes it ont again. 

23.942. Is that the seller P — No, bat the scavenger. 

28.943. Docs ho knock the ta(i off, and turn up the 
firkins — Yes. He turns them over, and drains them. 

28.944. It is only when the buyers have bought the 
butter yon receive the charge, although you have weighed 
all the firkins ? — Yes. 

28.945. If not sold you receive no cliargc ?— No. Very 
often there are 40 and 50 firkins unsold that we weigh and 
get nothing fur them. 

23,946 ■ Where do they place the hatter, or do they store 
it in the market until the foUowing market doy? — No. 

28.947. Have yon got any storage accommodation 
there? — No. 1 contrive to store two or three or five 
firkins occasionally for country people in the small little 
market. I may teU you that any butter that remains 
unsold on market day nere, is generally taken to Dungai- 
van the next day. 

28.948. They always come here on Monday?— Yes. 

2K,!M9. The other commodities such as potatoes and 

wool come every doy P — Yes. 

28.950. Then you have always the beam and scales 
available when they come? — ^Yes. 

28.951. When v’eigbing the butter, down to what weight 
do yon weigh with P — 1 lb. 

28.952. To 1 lb. ? — Yea : if it weighs i IL., we will not 
give it. 

28.953. Do you give a oast of the beam as well P — Yes. 

28.954. Ho<v do the buyers buy the firkin. Do they 
buy i>or firkin or by the wdght P — fiy the weight marked 
oil the Oriiin, and using their own judgment in calculating 
tlie jirice. 

28.955. Is the tare a matter of agreement between ^tbo 
buyer and seller ? — No. On some few occasions the buy^ 
seem to have very grave doubts, when some of the firkins 
are I'ery heavy, and in three or four instances, tliey got a 
cooper nr.d slrlpped them, and some of them wei-e fuur 
poan^ over the legal tare. 

28.956. Wbat is the customary tare? — 15 lbs. for a full 
firkin and only 9 lbs. for kegs of about 56 lbs. gross 
weight. 

28.957. Is that tare of 15 lbs. for a full firkin and 9 Ids. 
for the 56 lbs. firkins, the only deduction from the gross 
weight P — No. After the buying the butter, if they do not 
object to the firkins as heavy, here is no otherargument 
and they pay them. 

28,.958. Supposing a 56 lbs,, Ism was brought in and 
there were not actuary 56 lbs. m the firkin, say there were 
58, would they only pay for 56 lbs., or would they pay for 
69 P — The ordinary weight of these kegs is 56 lbs., there 
are 9 lbs. egal tare, and they pay for 47 lla. 

Uu2 
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I'hen they always give the farmer the exact 
value down to a lb. of butter ? — Yea. 

^Vhethe^ it is over the given quantity mpi»sed 
to oe in' the firkin or not P — Yea. 

28.961. At what hour does this butter maiket com- 
mence P— The butter begins to come in about 10 o’clock 
and aoraethnes continues to come in until 2. , 

28.962. Have you any certain hour for the buying to 
commence P — Yea, at 1 o’clock. 

!28.9&3. I suppose you have th^eater projjortion of the 
butwr weighed by that time P— We have all thai. is in the 
market weighed, but there is some comes after that. 

2K,y«>4. You have no extra charge on the butter ml 
comes in late P— Ko. 

28.965. What hour docs the market usually terminate P 
—About 2 o’clock, or half post 2 the very latest. 

28.966. Where do the buyers attend from ?— ITje l)uycrs 
from Waterford and Uungarvan reach here about 
11 o’clock. 

28.967. What is your charge on potatoes P— A Id. a bag 
for weighing. 

28.968. I suppose you have the some charge on-com P — 
Yes. 

28.969. On wool what is it ?— A Id. a stone. 

28.970. Have you a achedule of the prices, and a copy 
of it here ? — I have. 

28.971. It ia erected in the market place P — Yes. 

28.972. So that the people can always have an oppor- 
tunity of looking at it ? — es. 

*ffi,973. Well now,l suppose, for any horse load, you 
weigh at the weigh bridge you charge 4d., no matter wlut 
the commodity is P— Yes. There is only hay and straw. 

28.974. Do yon wagh any timber? — ^Tbere ia very little 
comes. There is a weighbridge erected for that purpose 
down near the Castle ; they wmgb their own timber there. 
No timber comes in here hut the timljer sold for fuel. 

23.975. Do you weigh loads of turnijjs P — Yea. 

28,9/6. You charge 4d. for that P — Yes. 

28.977. You charge 4d., no matter what commodity is in 
the load ? — Yes. 

28.978. /\nd 2d. for a donkey load P — Yes. If they 
have small loads they dispute very hard, so I very often 
have to let ^em go. 

28.979. You give and take P — Yes. 

28.980. Down to what weight do you weigh potatoes ; 
do you weigh under a half stone P — A half stone. 

28.981. You do not weigh under it? — Jfo. 

28.982. Do you give a cast of the beam? — Yes. AYo 
allow half a stone for the sock. 

28,981i. That is 7 lbs. tare p — Yes. 

28.984. You never actually weigh the empty sacks ? — 
Never. 

28.985. So then if a man came in with a bag of potato&s 
cont^ning 10 stone 6 lbs., you would only call out the 
gross weight as 10 stone and he would only be paid for 
stone ? — He would be paid fur 10 stone in that case. 

28.986. You only put a half stone into the scale? — 
Yes. 

28.987. If the actual weight was 10 stone 6 lbs., and if it 
did not take the additional half stone, the 6 lbs. arc taken 
off P — Yes, we never weigh tlie pounds. 

28.988. And there would be 7 lbs. for the bag ? — Yes. 
28„989. Then he would be paid f6r 9J stone P — Y'es. 

28.990. Is the tare always 7 Ihs. P — ^Yes. 

28.991. No matter on a fine day or on a very wet day, 
when the sack is completely saturated with wet P — If very 
bad for the clay around the potatoes we sometimes allow 
more than that. 

28.992. That ia when the buyer and seller agree to the 
additioDal tare P — Yes. 

28.993. Th^ never leave it to you P — ^They never 
dispute. 

28.994. You only ascertain the gross weight P Yes. 

28.995. Do yon give a docket? — Yes. 

28.996. Is it a printed form ? — In writing. 

28.997. Do you put tlie name of the seller on it P Yes. 

28.998. "Who pays the charge P — Tlie seller. 


28,999. Have tlie potatoes Imcn sold before they 
weiglicd at your scales P — Always, ^ 

29.000. And com and woolP — Yes. 

29.001. Where do they expose them for sale P— In the 
market yard. 

29.002. None of these commodities are ever exposed on 
the street P — Not to my knowledge. 

29.003. Do vegetables come hero P — None to themsrket 
They hawk them about the streets. 

29.004. You receive no charge for them? No. Ther 

do not come into the market at all, but if they do tiity 
might have the vegetables with the [lotatocs and sell bou 
together, but I receive no charge. 

29.005. Supposing the potatoes are brought into the 
market place and expose<l for sole and sold, but not 
weighed at your scales, would you seek for any cham P— 
No. That is a thing that docs not occur at all, 

29.006. They always weigh them P — Yes, 

29.007. Down to what weight do you weigh corn?— 
The very same weight. 

29.008. Down to a half stone ? — No. We weigh it to 
the pound, and where the socks are not weighed we 
generally allow 4 lbs. for them. 

29.009. Is there anv iiortovago charge in connexion with 
potatoes or com P — No. 

29.010. Tlio seller has to pay no additional charge P— 
No. 

29.011. Do you know is there any deduction besides the 
tore in dther the quantity of the corn or the price of it P— 
No. 

29.012. Nothing is stopiied by the purchaser from the 
contract price P — Nothing. 

29.013. Do you weigh down to a } lb. in wool? — We 
weigh the lame liags to the pound, but we weigh the 
small bags to the } lb. 

29.014. I suppose you charge Id. no matter what the 
quantity may bep — It is Id. a stone. 

29,016. If half a stone you charge Id. P — Yea, iny 
fractional part of a atone. 1 may tell you, as far as the 
wool is concerned, it is only weigned two or three days in 
the year about the shearing time. 

29.016. Do yori keep any record of the quantity of the 
different commodities you weigh P — I keep a record of the 
butter, roots, hay and straw, but 1 do not keep a record of 
the potatoes. 

29.017. Do you ever moke up the tickets for the people? 
— Yes. I do not think 1 am bound to, but I generally do 
it to oblige them. 

29.018. Then you became acquainted with the contract 
prices of these commodities P — Yes. 

29.019. I am not asking you to do it, but supposing it 
was required to make a return of the current prices of these 
different commodities, could you make such a leturo. or 
would it he possible for you to moke a pret^ acem^ 
return of the current prices of the different commeditiM 
exposed for sale and sold in the market P— It would not be 
impossibio. but it would bo very troublesome to me. 

29,{)2l). It ia possible, but it would entail additional 
labour on yourself P — J uat so. 

29.021. The return would be a pretty accurate one?— 
Yes. 

29.022. Would you liave any objection In tell 
w’ould be the average receipts for weighing these 
commodities, with the exception of the butter ?— Well, 1 
think as far as 1 could make out, it would be 10/. aycar- 

29.023. In addition to half the butter market feesP- 
Yes. 

29.024. I suppose the accounts you gave Mr. Healy 
an nocurrate one P — Yea. I produced the book. 

29.025. Well, now,ia thero any shelter accommod^oni® 
this market P — ^I’liere is shed accommodation. . fh^ '* 
about 90 feet of a shed wliich ia about 14 fe®t 

is another shed with a wooden roof, but it is not, mu 
used for anything but horses or cars to be put there. 

29.026. Yo receive no stallage rents for the use of this 
shed P — No- 

29,02/. No rents at all except the weighing charges?"" 
Nothing whatever, except what I gave you. 

29,028. What hour ia this market usually open in 
morning P— At 8 o’clock. 
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29,02f). Until what hour? — Until su in the summet 
time and duflk in the winter. 

29.030. Are there any rules relating the market at 

jjl p No rules I am aware o£, witli the e.xccption of the 

schedule of fees for weighing. 

29.031. In the butter mai-ket have the buyers themselves 
trranged any rules P — No. 

29.032. Is there anything you would wish to mention as 
to what you think would tend to improve or develop the 
market? — Nothin" ; but the buyers on several occassions 
suggested many changes. Of course 1 had nothing to do 
wimthat. I told them to apply to the town commissioners. 
On two occasions there were two very fraudulently packed 
firkins brought to the market. I'hc sides of the firkin 
were filled up with inferior stuff, and in boring the butter 
they did not come at this. The butter was conveyed to the 
merchants place, and it was then discovered. 'I'bey sent 
to me to see if 1 could trace the owner, but unfortunately at 
the time we were not in a position to do so, but we got 
into the system of numbering the firkins, and marking the 
weight on them, and taking down the name of the sellers 
with weights, and after doing that we detected them. 

29.033. Do you think the practice of making up 
fraudulent butter would he stopped if there was always 
an independent tasting of the butter in the butter markets ; 
that is If an official having coutml of the market was also 
batter taster ? — ^Yes, I think that would he the proper way, 
but in a verj’ small market they could hardly jmy the 
expense. 

James O’Brien, Esq., Chairman of the I'own Commis> 
eionera, examined. 

29.034. (Witnest.) I think the seller would prefer to sell 
the butter as it stands. They would not wish to expose 
the quality of the butter. 

29.035. But do not you think if the quality of the butter 
were exposed, it would stop the practice of bringing bad 
butter. Do not yon think it would tend to improve the 
making of the butter if it was exposed, when they bring 
in bad butter? — They would not wish to have their 
neighbours know it. 

29.036. Do not you think they would improve the 
quality of the butter if under the fear of exposure ? — Every 
buyer is considered to be a judge of his business, end he 
is actually taster himself, and he will not buy butter without 
tasting it. He sees the weight and knows the price by 
that morning’s paper, and I ask the price of a firkin the 
same us selling a cow or pig, and we divide the difference 
and come to an agreement. They prefer that system to 
any other. 

29.037. Do you buy butter yourself ? — I do not. 

29.038. By what prices do they go when buying a 
firkin? — By the Cork market. 

20.039. Do they give the Cork prices ? — They exceed 
them sometimes, and very often they do not came up to 
them. It is principally the Waterford buyers who attend, 
and the price of burter in Waterford is often lOj. a 
hundred higher than Cork. They are in a position to use 
the Cork prices as the leading pricea It suits them, as 
they are the lowest. 

29.040. Do they classify the butter P — Yes, by their oivn 
judgment. 

29.041. Do you think the farmers are in a position or 
have equal experience with the buyer in order to obtain 
the best price ? — ^The farmers know the quality nearly as 
good as the buyer. 

29.042. You do not think the buyei- has any advantage 
over the faroer if the tofting and fixing of the quality of 
the butter is left to themselves, you do not think the pro- 
ducer ia at the mercy of the buyer P — No ; if anything he 
is lietter able to sell than the buyer can get the value of 
hii money in any commodity. 

29.043. Did you ever hear any complaints of the 
uiansgement of the markets here ? — Never. 

29.044. They seem to work to the satisfaction of the 
wyera and sellers ?— Yes, indeed. 

29.045. General market and all P — Yes. I know the 
tanners come from within two or three miles of Michels- 

one of the largest butter districts in the county 
wiring Tippera^ alone. 'I'be farmers come from within 
tnree i^ea of Mitchelstown and attend the market and can 
♦ price than in Mitchelstown, for in Mitcbels- 

wwn ttiey buy only 3 qrs. of butter, and if there were 
qrs. and 4 lbs. iu the firkin they would he only paid for 


3(^8,, whereas by our rule if a firkin weighs 3 qrs. and 
81hs. the farmer vs paid for the 8 lbs., and the buyer gets 
the %-aluc of his money. 

29.046, Do you know the practice in Mitchelstown?-— 
Yes. The former has to pay Is. or Is. Od. for less than 
3 qrs. 

29.047. The buyer is ne\-er at a loss for a lesser quantify 
than 3 qrs., but the producer is .“—Yes, the producer is at a 
loss. 

2.9,048. Do they ever come from Mitchelstown here? 

Yes, within a few miles of Mitchelstown. 

29.049. From what districts arc the general marketable 
commodities brought?— They are brought from Batlyporcen 
and the borders of Mitchelstown. A quantity of butter 
comes to the market. 

29.050. Where do the potatoes and corn come fromP— 
They comj a distance of seven or eight miles. 

^ 29,051, Is much of the com sold to private merchants 
in the town ?— All nearly. All tiie com sold is seed. 

29.052. You would not say this is a corn market P— No. 
There arc two large com stores over the bridge, snd the 
corn is brought very extensively. 

29.053. Do you know the practice of buying and selling 
in the stores ? — I do, for I am engaged in it myself. 

2.9,054. Do you weigh corn for the formers there?— 
Yee. 

29,055. Do you charge anything for weighing? — No- 
thing. 

29,050. Is the tare 4 Iba. P—4 lbs, and 2 lbs. If we 
get corn well cleaned and good value, we give them 2 lbs. 
as the smallest weight we use. 

29.057. Down to 2 lbs.? — Yea. 

29.058. Do you always weigh the empty sack?— Yes, 
always. 

29.059. Is there any deduction from the gi-osa weight 
other than the tai-e P — Nothing. 

29.060. There is no deduction for damage or the bad 
state of the com ? — .-.uthing. 

29.061. You look at the com before you purchase it P— 
Yes, and we see it started. 

29.062. How do yon buy jtP — By the barrel or 14 
atone. 

29.063. Is it all oats you buy p — All oats. 

29.064. You do not buy any wheat or barley P No. 

29,066. Supposing they had leas than 14 stone in the 

barrel, are you at the loss of that or do you deduct propor- 
tionately ? — If the sack does not carry 14 stone 1 will crj 
out IJ stone 10 lbs. 

29.066. If over 14 stone you pav proportionately ? — Yes, 
for 14 stone 2 lbs., 14 stone 4 ihs., and 14 stone 7 lbs, 
When these weights ore added up they are made into barrels, 
stones, and lbs. 

29.067. Do you deduct anything for the sack ? — No. 

29.068. There is no porterage charge P — No. 

29,039, IVho |ierforms the du^ of lifting the sacks on to 
the scales or on to the loft ? — I'be buyer’s men. He uses 
a windlass. 

29,0/0. You charge nothing P — No. We get help from 
the farmers’ men if we have a busy day, bat we have 
sevei-al men of our own fit to carry on the business, except 
there is a heavy day’s work. 

29,0/1. The reason I ask you is because in other places 
the seller has to perform these duties ? — We could not ask 
a poor man after a long journey to do that. 

29.072. What quantity of com is brought here. Could 
you give any approximate idea of the number of barrels P 
— On an average about 10,000 barrels. 

29.073. Is that into your own place?— Y’es. 

29.074. Would you say an equal quantity comes to other 
merchants F — 1 think the same quantity goes to Tallow to 
Mr. Murphy. 

29 . 075 . There are only two of you ? — ^\'es, and another 
man bos started in Capi>oquin. 

29 . 076 . I believe you are a town commissioner P — Yes. 
I am the chairman. 

29 . 077 . Do you concur in the remark of Mr. Ilealy.when 
he states the cotnmiseioners would like to have power to 
moke byelaws regulating the market, especially the butter 
market, in the cases mentioned P — Well, I woiUd wish that 
jiower would be vested in the town commissioners. 

V II 3 
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29.07S. l>o you think a necessity exists for some byclaws 
to be made regulating the market and to l)c obsorvecl by the 
buyers nnd sellers P—Yes, I think so. It would be well to 
give us some 

*29,079. Have you had experience of other iaira and 
mitr ltftN yourselfP — No, I liave not. 1 know in Fermoy 
they have tolls The fair field ImlowKs to Mr. Breaco. 
Tliey jmy for catile and pigs and evepythiiig there. 

dfl.OSO. Ho you think that acts in any way as a deterrent 
upon them in bringing in the animals and e-xposing them 
for sale, the fact of a toll being levied on them as they 
enter tne fair green ? — Oh, 1 think a farmer would grumble 
very much if be had to pay a toll for cattle. 

29,0S1. Have you heard tliat it does not work well in 
Fernrioy P — It does not work well in Fermoy. They grumble 
very much. Our fair is a larger fair, but Fermoy is a 
better district, and the fuii-8 ore uettei* supplied because wo 
are near the mounttun and are not able to show the some 
sort of cattle. 

29, 03*2. Is there anything you would like to suggest ? — 
At present I tbink evej^hing is in fair working oriler here. 
I do not know there is anything to say os regards the 
accommodation in the fair field. In the past we got pens 
up one Ume and they ate all fallen away, jiarticularly iu the 
pig department. A man driving a lot of pigs is not ablo 
to keep them together, they mix so much tc^etlier. The 
cattle are better kept, they are all right. There is a portion 
of the field kept apart for fat pigs. 

29,(>SJ. At present the different species of animab inter- 
mix ? — Yes. 

29,0S*1. You would like to eeo different places allotted 
off for each siiecies of animal? — Yes. 

29.085. Arc pigs sold on fair days P — Y'es ; the same day 
as cattle. 

29.086. Y'ou have no pig fair the day iirevions P — No ; 
the one day for young pigs, fat pigs, and cattle. 

*29,087. What hour does this fur usually begin ? — 
6 o’clo.''k iu the morning in summer time, but the pig 
fair commences now at 8 o’clock by arule tliat was made. 

29,088. Up to what hour does it last ? — Up to 12 o’clock 
the pigs are supposed to be brought. 

Mr. JoHM Noonan, Town Commissioner, examined. 

29,0!i9. {fFifness.) I do not know I really have anything 
to say, except that I think the commissioners should have 
power to deal with fraudulently made butter. At present if 
there is any fraudulently msdo butter, they arc powerless 
the same as any ordinary individual. X daresay they 
could and I doubt if they could bring a case before the 
petty sessions, but it would be very desirable if the town 
commissioners hod some power to deal with it. It does not 
trequently happen that the butter is fraudulently prepared. 
It has occurred very often a few years ego, but 1 thmk its 
being detected at the time and the notice and caution given 
to the people prevented it. At the same time I diink it 
has occurred occoeiooully. 

29.090. (ifr. TTa/sA.) There ima been no case for the lost 
three years. 

29.091. {Mr. Htahj.) 1 think the commissioners paid 1/. 
for each special complunt made in order that the Imyer 
should not be at any loss. 

29.092. [The ComnitsioHtr, to Mr. Noomtn.) The fair 
gi-een here works satUfactorily. Yes, I should say so. 

29.093. Hs^’e you bad experience of other fairs ? Well, 

yes, I have and markete. I was as lute as lost Saturday at 
the Fermoy market, and I know there is certainly an objec- 
tion to the fees on a good many things. For insUincc, on 
the fowl coming into the market they charge id. a licad 
and very often these fowl arc not sold, and tlic seller has to 
pay a fee whether they arc sold or not. However, that is 
on immense market. 

29.094. Do you think the fact of the fairs and markets 
being free, induces the buyers and sellers to attend them? 
—I should sny so, particularly with a fair field such as we 
have here. 

29.095. Do you thiolc where there is no such accommo- 
dation provided, that the farmers would have any objection 
to pay a small charge the mnintenance of such accom- 


modation if provided P — 1 should say the fumers would 
not have any objection to pay a small tidl, whatever it is if 
they got adequate aocoiumodution, such us j>ens and things 
of that kind, but if not, I think they would have a decided 
objection to pay. I think it adds matcruuly to our fair 
here, its being free. '1‘iierc is no doubt about it, because 
men vci*y often scud a lot of cattle in on speculation when 
it costs them nothing, but when they find they have to nay 
they will not do that. ^ 

Mr. John LIickkv, Town OoiuniiBsioner, e.xamined. 

29,()9(t. You iiro a tiwler in the town P — Yes. I think 
you have got all the ovidunoo with the exception of a weigh- 
bridge for weighing cattle. Ik would tend very much to 
the iinprovcinont of the fairs. 

29,U97. .\rotlic buyer.H disposed to buy by live weight ? 
— I do not know thiit. J Ihink the lui'niers are more 
inclined to sell by live weight because they are not judges, 
and they have an advantage of them. ’ 

29,0.98. The buyers ha\’c an advantage over the sellers 
in that reai>cct P— Yea. I think if rails were put around the 
weighbridge and a small eburge made, tlie fiuTners would 
have no objection to pay. It would be a great insight to a 
man to know the weight of his cattle. 

29,099. Have you heard them discussing that? Yes, 

aevei«l times, because they said un Act of Parliament was 
passed to tliat effect. 

29,1(10. {'Vkr Cmumssimm, lu Mr. Curry.) Do yon 
tliink the seller would wish to sell by lire weighep— 
Yes. 

29,1UI. (JJr. Nouuau.) I agree with these observa- 
tions. 

29.102. (A/r. O'lirim.) I think the fanners are not 
judges of the weight of fat cattle. TTiey ask a good big 
)uico and then hiivo to bring homo the cuttle without 
selling tlicm, and pcrha^is after tlivcu weeks would have to 
sell them at the same iinco, whereas if thcro was a weigh- 
bridge as Mr. Hickey proposes, the cattle could he weighed 
and we could ecc the London and Liverpool market prices, 
nnd be able to ask in or near the value, and that would be a 
great ndvantugo to the farmer. 

39.103. Y^ou tlilnk a farmer occasionally receives too 
high u price and sometimes too low P — It is often the case, 
when tbo buyer is tliu judge, that he does not get too high 
a price. Tlie former docs not know tlio I'olue of the 
animal. 

29.104. You think tliu proper way to sell animals woulil 
be so much per \raiglit P — Ves. We would know what to 
ask when wc drive uur Iicast to tbo fair. 

29.105. Do you think that would work satisfactorily? — 
Yea. 

29,1116. Had you any discussion with the buyers on the 
subject? — Yes, 'I'ho buyers know the weight muoh better 
than the formers. 

29.107. (A/r. Curry.) Tlio buyer is always at the work 
and the farmer ie only occasionally at the work, and they 
get to know by eight and go very near the weight, 

29.108. (Mr. llcaly.) Sometimes the buyer goes out io 
the road and meols the cattle. 

29.109. Do they forcstull hero P — They do sometimes go 
out in the road to meet the cuttle, aiul supposing there is an 
advance in the price or lluoliuitions in ;the market, they 
would take advanXugo In that way when the faimer was 
ignorant of the I'act. 

29,1 U). Have tlio poople oomplaincd of tliat, or do the 
other buyers P — The people cannot complain of it because 
they make their burgain. The other buyers would com- 
plain. 

29.111. (A/r. O’Dritoi.) The real buyers never leave the 
fair. It is only tbo blockers. They go out to the cross- 
roads and meet the cattle auil come along with the cattle 
uufil they meet the buyer ; tlicy went iu order that he would 
have the first ohanec. 

29.112. Are fowl brought hereP — Yea. There ia a 
gentleman here who brings fresh butter and fowl. 



29,114. Is there any other gentleman who has any 
evidence to give P (No answer.) 


The inquiry then terminated. 
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CITY OF CASHEL. 


With reference to my inquiry in Cashel on tho 31st day of December 1888, 1 beg to 
report as follows : — 

Cashel is an inland city in the county of Tipperary. It is built on the sides of a 
rock which rises in the middle of an extensive place. The ti-ade is poor and this is 
mainly due to the isolated position of the city, the ouly means of communication to 
which is by car. The local affaii’s are administered by a board of town commissioners 
and the population is .3,901. 

The market days are Wednesday and Saturday principally. The fairs are held on the 
second Wednesday of each month and on the 20th March and 7th August. A pig fair 
is held on the last Wednesday of each month. 

The fairs are toll fi’oe and the markets are likewise, but with respect to the latter, 
weighing charges are levied for weighing butter, wool, and cartloads of different 
ma^etable commodities. Sacks of potatoes, com, «&c. are weighed gratuitously. 

The market charges are payable to the town commissioners who have provided a 
beam and scales and a weighing machine. Tho weighing machine has been sublet by 
the town commissioners to a Mr. Patrick Duggan, tbe weighmaster, at the yearly rent 
of 10^ and who charges 2d. for weighing each cartload. The charges at the beam 
and scales on butter and wool are also collected by Mr. Duggan on behalf of the town 
commissioners, and for performing this duty as well as weighing other commodities at 
the scales gratuitously, he receives a salary of 151. The receipts of the town commis- 
sioners from this source amounts to only 91. 

Previous to 1855 tolls were levied at the markets and fairs then held, and in that 
year a Mr. Jordan was in the receipt of them, with tho exception of the fai)’s on 26th 
March and 7th August, \mder a lease fi*om Mr Richard Peonyfeather, at the yearly rent 
ofZL 16s. lid. The town commissioners it appears being desirous of improving tbe 
trade of tbe town by removing all charges or duties on the different commodities 
brought into and exposed for sale in the town, entered into negotiations with Mr Jordan 
which resulted in his transferring his interest in the tolls to the town commissiouers on 
getting a lease of some 160 acres of corporation property at 1201. a year. The lease 
of the tolls is for 36 years unexpired at the tei'ininatiou of which they revert to Mi’. 
Richard Pennyfeathor who seemingly claims the exercise of the market privileges. 

On obtaining control of tho market and fair rights, the town commissioners ceased 
collecting tolls and induced tho Archbishop of Cashel, who was the owner of the tolls 
at the fairs on tho 26tli March and 7th August, to do likewise. Since 1855, therefore, 
the tolls have not been levied. Tho fairs on the second Wednesday of each month 
were only held for the Hrst time in 1855 as were also the pig fairs. 1 was unable to 
trace tbe establisliTnoiit of the fairs on 26th March and 7th August which are said to 
have been held from time immemorial. 

Ths public records show only one patent to have been gi’antod for the town of 
Cashel. It is dated 3rd October, 13 Charles I. and authorised the Mayor, &c. of Cashel 
to hold a Wednesday and Saturday market and fairs on 29th and 30th August and 
22nd and 23th October. None of the present fairs seem, therefore, to be held under the 
authority of an express gi'aut. 

In accordance with my instructions I have inspected the market and fair places. 

The monthly cattle and pig fairs are held on the public sti-eets, principally tho main 
street, which is wide, and it was stated affords sufficient space accommodation. hJ o pens 
or shelter or other accommodation is provided except such shelter as the adioining 
houses can afford. Tho fairs on the 2Gth March and 7th August are held at tho 
original site for them at LadyswoU another portion of tho town of Cashel and the 
public thoroughfare. No accommodation is provided here as on the main street 
The markets are held indisoriminately about the public streets, and standings, &c. are 
erected on the main street on market days. The butter is, however, sometimes brought 
under a shed or weighhouse which the town commissioners have erected in the centre 
of the main street, and whoi’e scales are erected ; a weighing machine has been likewise 
erected. This is the only market accommodation provided. 

The principal complaint was with reference to the want of prosperity in connexion 
with the markets and fairs which was attributed in strong tenna to the absence of rail- 
way oomm^mication, and a desire was manifested to improve the trade of the town by 
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tte development of the markets and fairs if satisfactory and expeditious means of 
transit were provided. At present the producers of the tOTVn and neighbourhood have 
to dispose of their stock elsewhere, whereas the additional expenso of transit, thus 
necessarily incurred by them, could be saved if railway communication was constructed. 
It was also strongly urged that town commissioners should receive compulsory powers 
to acquire any legal market rights vested in Mr. Pennyfeather, as at the expiration of 
the outstanding lease he or his representatives will be in a position to re-exact the tolls 
previously levied in the town a circumstance which it was said would tend to still 
further affect the trade and prosperity of Cashel. 

Appended will he found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

Joim J. O’Meaua, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Assistant Commissioner. 

Dublin. 


Cashel, 31st December 1888. 


Mr. John Corby, Town Clerk, examined. 

29.115. You are the town clerk of Cashel P — ^Yea. 

29.116. When waa the oommisaion established P — In 

l&U). 

29.117. Are the town commusioners the owners of the 
market rights exiating in CaahelP— In 1826 the Lord 
Lieutenant granted Richard Penefesther the right to hold 
a monthly fair in the dtj of Cashel. He leas^ the righta 
to the late Abi; Jordan, town clerk. He held a luge futn, 
and in 1B55 the commUsionera ^ve him a lease of the 
land at a yearly rent on the nonditioa of bis surrendering 
the right W levy tolls. Now the town commissioners levy 
no lolts. 

29.118. Are the market rights vested in the t<)wn 
commissioners, or are the fairs held on the property leased 
to this gentleman ? — 1 suppose they ate vee(^ in the town 
commissioners now. 

29.119. Are they held on the air green P — They pay 
Ricliard Penefeather SI. 16s. lid. 

29.120. On what term did you give Mr. Jordan this 
field P — A lease of 31 years. 

29.121. Are the fairs held in this field P — ^They are held 
in the streets of Cashel. 

29.122. Have they been always held on the streets P — 
Always. 

29.123. What frits are held here P— The second Wednes- 
day <k each month, and two old fairs. 

29,12‘i. Were these granted hythe patent in 1826 P— 
Yes. 

29.125. What are the dates? — ^I’he 26th March and 
7th August. 

29.126. Was it in 1S55 the tolls ceased co be collected P 
—Yes. 

29.127. What markets are held here P — We have a butter 
market. That is held in a large house. The town commis- 
sioners charge ^d. for weighing all lumps up to 7 lbs. and 
Id. for weighing all lumps exceeding 7 lbs. 

29.128. What day is this butter market held? — 
Saturday. 

29.129. There is no special day of the week allotted off 
for the exposure of tiie different marketable commodities P 
— Wednesday in the good times used to be market day 
also, but every Saturday hay, corn, and other commodities 
come in. 

29.130. Are they brought in ^reat abundance on Satur- 
day P — Yes, and at the same time they are weighed and 
sold on all days. 

29.131. The butter market is held in an enclosed build- 
ing P — Yes, with plenty of accommodation. 

29.132. Who provided this building P — The town 
commissioners. 

29. 133. When ? — About 25 years ago. 

29.134. Was it at that period the batter market was 
established P — Yes. There was always a butter market 
hare, but it is only then they got the use of the house. 

29.135. Must all farmers or farmers’ wives who bring in 


butter to the town of Cashel avail themselves of the butter 
market? — No. They are not hound to; they can make 
use of the house and weigh the butter where tliey 
like. 

29.136. If they do not avril themselves of your scales 
there is no charge P — No. 

29.137. When weighing the butter do you give a ticket 
denoting the weight of it P — Yes. 

29.138. Is it a printed ticket P — ^Yea. 

29.139. On that ticket do you ever put the name of the 
seller P — No. 

29.140. Only the gross wright P— Y’es, and theprica 

29.141. Are there any standings around on market days? 
— Yes, but there is no charge. 

29.142. These standings oomurise curs and small stand- 
ings about die streets? — Yes. I'his is a regular free trade 
town. 

29.143. Are there any particular streets allotted eff for 
the exposure of the different species of animals on fair 
days ?— No. 

29.144. They intermix indiscriminately P — Yes. Theydo 
not go into John’s Street; it is too narrow. Ladies Well tns 
the place for the old fairs and the main street for the new 
fhirs. 

29.145. Is that the main street with the large building 
in the centre P — That is it. 

^ 29,146. Were tolls levied at the whole 14 fairs at any 
time P — I understand not. 

29.147. (ifr. tVhile.) At the old fairs tolls were levied 
until the year 1626. I have paid tolls myself at the monthly 
fairs. The new fairs were not established in 1826. 

29.148. {To the Town Clerk.) Have you a pig fiur the 
dw previous to these fairs P — No. It is held on the lest 
Wednesday of each month. 

29.149. Could you tell mo the average receipts from the 
butter market P — About 9h a yoai". Tlie weighmsater’e 
salary is 151. so there is a loss of 61. by the transaction. 

29.150. Has the weighmuster any other duties to per- 
form in connexion with the town commissioners P — He if 
general weighmaster and has a year for that and 151 
for the butter alone. 

29.151. Y ou weigh the commodities thoughont the 

— Yes. He gets 2d. a load for weighing, he weighs 

potatoes free of any charge, oats and wheat are free tM, and 
all is free e.xcept a whole load weighed on the machine. 

29.152. 1 suppose when you say oats you mean all desenp* 
tiona of com ?— Yes. 

29.153. When you utilise the beam and scales for weigl^ 
any email qnuitify in a bag you do not charge at all?— 

29.154. Except on butter P — Yes. 

29,166. Then on the weighing machine the charge u 
2d. a load? — Yes. 

29,156. Whether it is a donkey load or a horse loadP^ 

Yes. Evenif 40 loads were weighed separate there would 

be no nharge. 
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59 167. Would you not charge 2rf. a load ? — I mean 
to say if weighed on the soalea. 

29158. That ia a load in email quantities P — Yea. I 
often weighed 60 loads in that way. 

29 159. Does he give a ticket when weighing the load P 
—Yes. 

29 160. Does he ever ascertain the tore of the cart P — 
Yes, always. 

29161. Are there any other scales in the town besides 
these belonging to the commissioners P — Not at present. 
Mr. Kite bad a scales and he is dead. 

29 162. If the people wanted to ascertain the weight of 
their’ commodities would they go to him P— Yes. 

29 163. Buthavetheyto come to the commissioners' scales 
now? — Yes. 

29 164. Did you ever levy any charge for weighing packs 

jfwTOl? Never. The weighing master is allmved id. 

s stone for wool. It is a trifling thing. 

2.9,165. Previous to 1856 were charges levied at the mar- 
beta as well ns the fairs ?— No. 

29.166. The markets within your recollection have always 
b efn free P — ^Yes. 

29.167. Are they good markets here P — No 5 but very 
poor. 

29.168. What do you assign now for that? — The small- 
ness of the population and the %vant ofrulway commonica- 
tion. 

29.169. 1s very much of the country around in tillage or 
what per-centage would you say P — Very little. I supjiose 
not one in 10 acres. 

29.170. Have the commissionera ever diacussed the 
question of the poorocss of the markets and brought forward 
any scheme to de\'elop them P — No. They attilTmte it ex- 
dusively to the 5vant of railway communication. 

29.171. What induced them in 1855 to abolish the tolls 
on the fMrs P — They thought they would improve the fairs 
of tbs town. 

29.172. Is that their opinion as a body that the levying of 
Stoll takes from the prosperity, of the fairs P — 1 was not con- 
nected with the board at the time hut I presume that was 
the reason. 

29.173. What is yimr opinion P — It was. 

29.174. Have you attended fairs whei'e tolls were lened P 
-Yes. 

2.9,175. And fairs where tolls were not lened P — Yes. 

29.176. Have you sold at them P — I have. 

29.177. If you found two faii-a one at which tolls were 
lened and another toll free hut the cost of transit to the 
one that was toll free was greater than the other but both 
equally good markets, would you go to the one that wostoll 
hw P — Farmers do not consider these things. 

29.178. They consider wliethcr there ia a ready market 
or notP — Yes. 

29.179. ITioy do not consider the question of tolls? — No. 


amounts?. 16s. lid. paid forP I say it represents 3?. of 
plandn for which there is no value received. 

29,181. This ia paid to Mr. Penefeather? — Y'es. He is 
the representative of the individual who held the market 
rights previously. There were no mai'kets I am to assume 
previous to 1824. He and his family were the corporation 
at the time and one of that family obtained that patent 
which we in the 19th century must observe by paying that 
imposition (rf 3?. out of the corporate property. It ought 
to be spent in a more useful purpose than paying an anti- 
quated owner. 

29,182-3. The lease will expire in 37 years P — Y es, and it 
wll then be in the power to the fiatentee to put in a tas of 
SO?, a year on the people of Cashel which they will have to 
submit to unless there is some alteration in the law in the 
meantime. 

_ 29,184. Did the lease go to Mr. Jordan as a considera- 
tion P — Yes. He got 200 acres of land belonging to the 
corporation. 

29.186. At what terms?— At 10s. an acre. He pays 
120?. a year for 160 IHsh acres of land. 

2}),186. At the time tolls were charged, were they levied ' 
in return for the accommodation of u fair green P — "^e 
fairs were held in the street which is ample enough to hold 
them all. 

29.187. As chairman of the commissioners do you think 
if market tights are to be enforced throughout the country 
t^tthe control should be vested in a representative body 
like the town commissionen, and not in priv-aic individuals F 
— 1 do, and that is what I imsgine should be the outcome 
of this Commission, that the corporate body who represent 
tbo townspeople and their interests, who bave the greatest 
interest in desiring the prosperity of the town, should have 
control, and not some outsider. 

29.188. The question I asked Mr. Corby I would like to 
ask you. Do you tliiok the exaction of a toll in any way 
deters from the magnitude or extent of the markets or 
fairs P — I know os a matter of fact at the time the corpora- 
tion bought these tolls, 30 or 33 years, and leased them, 
and put their hands into the corporate pockets and abolished 
them, they did so with the firm conviction that it 
would improre the fairs. I believe it has done that. I am 
satisfied other things being equal the people will go where 
they have to pay no tolls, but many considerations enter 
into the minds of buyers of a large number of cattle ami 
you cannot eliminate the factor that in many instances the 
tolls cannot be abolished, but where it is an ^vantage they 
should be abolished, and in tlie abstract there is no doubt 
they do deter the country people especially. They wtigh 
and measure their pence to the extent that towns folk 00 
not think at all, and I believe they would go a very re- 
spectable distance to save a few additional pence, ^’hether 
they would siicnd them well is another thliig. 

29.189. During your term of office no representations 
have been made to tiie town commissioners to ]>rovide a 
fair green P — No representation, iiecnuse tho streets are 
large enough. Some {leople who bave aistbetic opinions 
about the &rs being held on fair green wished to have them 
removed but the shopkeepers who have a large interest in 
having the fairs at their own doors were obliged to get the 
fairs on the streets. 


Thomas Laffin, Elsq., M.D., Chairman of Town 
Commusioners, examined. 


29,190. Were the fairs actually removed? — No. They 
were removed in another town I know. 


^,180. You aie chairman of the town commissioners P 
~Yes- 1 wish to call attention to the fact that these toHs 
raongh not levied off the people still tliey ore )iaid out of 
“* corporate property, and ore a tax on the people. We 
wnsidCT that ia an unjust tax. They were originally 
panted to a gentleman, by patent, a gentleman whose 
^nexion with the town arose from the fact that he and 
^ f^ly (^stituted the whole oorpomtion. Wo contidw 
on industry to ]>ay that amount (rf money and no 
wnly return in value received. I wish to call attention to 
IS important fact that 37 years hence it will be in the 
of toe patentee to put any tax he pleases. He can 
W on toils such as will abolish tlio faira assuming at the 
- “0 oble to keep them as they are or improve them, 

u the p^ple would have to pay out of their income what 
“j^niKdfor otherneeds, besides this monstrous imposi- 
of ® ^ patentee. I wish you to take a note 

ik«f 1 V * it is monstrous in the I9th century 

^ P^l®^have to pay taxes to parties who got patents 
»kn», giving no value to the community over 

0® they get tpesj rights of taxation. What is this 


29.191. Would that opposition come hom the traders in 
any particular trade and be exclusively confined to them P 
—That 1 could not tell, but I rather suspect a benevolent 
desire to have a very useftil udde of stimulation at Hand 
and that probably led them to desire to have the cattle on 
the streets. 

29.192. Do you think the opposilion to the removal of 
the fairs off the public thoroughfare or pathways only 
issues from the disr^sers of these pleasant beverages you 
have referred to P — do think on the whole that probably 
it lioes. I think it would be cleaner to have the fairs at a 
distance. 

29,193-4. Of course the factof their being held on the 
streets, occasions much additional expense in the cleansing 
of the public thoroughfare? — It does, and there are a 

E ' nuisance, but it is necessary refroshments close at 

29,195. Have the commissioners ever estimated the ad- 
ditional expense that is caused by the fairs being iield on 
Xx 
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the street?— It is no additionia esianso liecause it is by 
contract. Of course m i\o pay flometbiriR more for it. 

29 I9fi. Would you say the manure obtained acts as an 
equivalent for any expense P— Possibly it does, but we 
never entertained that at all. We ate too much absorbed 
bemoaning the badness of tlio times and the t^s and are 
nuikinc every effort, and have made every effort it was 
possible to make for 20 years to get one engine of increasing 
fairs and that is a railway. Of cour.se a railway wer *e 
will do nothing without a population and the population 
has thinned loan alarming degree. Wc have been ai much 
expense trying to get the railway. 

29 197. Could you give any appro.vimute idea of Ibo 
number of animals that arc hroiiglit here yearly to the 
fairs?— I am not in the trade; that is ton profitable for 
me to get into it, but there ai-c gentlemen hero who may be 
able to tcU you that. 

29,198. Then it is your ojiinion fi'oin your upeiiiug 
remarks that if market riglita am to be enforced, some 
return should he given by tV.e individual in receipt of 
them?— Yes, certainly, aud that antiquated patentees 
ought to have their rights abolished orhe compelled to give 
value if there be such a thing as value to be given, but in 
this town, what value can he given in the shape of a fair 
green seeing that the streets are already large enough and 
very likely the next improvement thi^ have to propose, 
will he u fair at the end of the town. The people at the 
other end of the toivn would possilily put a little blackmail 
on to get the charming gold mine back again. 

2!),lfl9. Have you any suggestion to offer us to wiiut you 
tlunk would be an improvement on the present state of 
things here P— I did not think it wnrtli while attending 
these commissions until I looked into tlic lease. I sow by 
the lease we will be completely at the mercy of the patentee 
when it expires. Under these circumstauces there would 
be no shadow of a shade of justification in our paying 
taxes to parties who never paid .jrf. to the town ntilcss 
to help himself to a slice of projierty bo keeps at the present 
day. Untlnr these circumstances the ]>atent _ ought be 
abolished and if it was not to he abolished and if a tender- 
ness for monopolists should sway the legislature, then I 
say it ought to be bought out on the existing charge and 
not leave us at the mercy of men who run away with the 
industry of the people without having any claim on earth 
to be placed in a position to do so. 

29.200. You desire the corporation to obtain compnlsory 
power to acquire the existing rights? — I do not say wo 
should pay ‘2d., but the legislature in its tenderness for 
abuses may compel us to pay, but it ought to he computed 
at the present rent and not a Id. mure. 

29.201. Does that opinion apply to the market rights 
throughout the country P — Yea, 1 give a national expres- 
sion of opinion on the point. Take the case of Tipperary, 
a most unheard of state of things exists there. A whole 
1,000/, winch should be utibsed mainly in improving the 
town, is placed in the hands of a private individual who 
lives 4 or .5 miles outside the town and never did any* 
thing to merit it. 


29,202. Was there any special covenants in the lease 
made by the town commissioners ? — lliere is no covenant 
I can see. We have not the patent ; you probably have 
these things at your baud and I would ask you, in the name 
of the corporation, to print a copy of it. or the terms of the 
patent in your report of the evidence. 


29.209. You buy and sell here?— Yes. 

29.210. Do you think the public thoroughfare is the 
proper place to hold fairs. If you are connected with trade 
lierc, 1 would like you aliuuld leave it out of conridoratioa 
ia, answering this ijueation ? — I think the street is thr 
proper place. 

29.211. Here in CaalielP — Yea, or anj where else. You 
will fintl the fairs are cleaner by having them on the strret 
tlian pfoing into a field where you get into your kners in 
mud. 

29.212. Have you over uttomled Kilkenny I 

have been at fairs in Cloimcl, Thurles, and 'npperary. 

2!),2Kh Iftbcrcwati a fair gretm properly macadamised 
with hard surface, pons and slicltcr accommodation, do 
you think the faniuirH would have any objection to pays 
small charge in order to maiubiin aucli a place if provided? 
— I do not think the I'lmni'j's would like to pay anything 
fop accoiumoilutioii licainso they thinli the accommodation 
of tlic streets enough. Tlie farmers, us a rule, do not like to 
pay. 

29,21-1. If they got an adc(pialo return would they 
liavcony objection to f*y a small charge per head?— I 
would not like to answer that question. 

29,215. Would you yourself ? — I would not object at aH 

29,21G. Have you over licen discussing it or have you 
heard any of the farmers around the country discussing it? 
— I never heai’d. I heard jwople omupluimng that have to 

a toll.H at fairs, they do not like it so well. It is the 
,er pays the tull, Hu: seller piiy.4 uotiiing. 

29,217- Docs not it frequciiLly liiippcn where the buyer 
tells tlio seller to deliver them in the yard and they ate 
actually iu the ]iosscssion of the seller passing the custom 
gap ?— The yards arc inside the custom gap. In placa 
where 1 was tho buyer ]iaid tho toll and there was no yard 
outside the custom gu|i. NoimiUur how far the yard istbe 
custom collectors go outsidu it. 

29,218. Wlmt is tho nearest fair to Cashel where they 
levy toll ? — CahU’. Ifothard, Cappawhitc, and Kilkenny. 

29,219. Is ‘'Ladies Well ” adjacent to the town?— It is 
at the top of the tomi. Yea. 

29,220. 'Wore the two old fairs at wliieh tolls were levied 
belonging to Mr. I’cncfcathcr ? — ^Thcy belonged to the 
archbishop, and tho commissionerB are not paying any toDs 
now foe these fairs. 

29,221. When they obtoined the monthly fairs from 
Mr. Penefeathur at the same period, were lolls abolished at 
tho two old fairs P — 1 do not know that it was at the 
time. I know Doctor Cotton got the late Archbishop 
Lawrence to abolish tho lulls iu 182(1. They have not been 
levied since, hut it was in tlio power of Archbishop Law- 
ronoe's successors, if they wishod to impose them. 

29,222. Do the conunissioners exercise anyconti'ol at all 
over tho fairs? — ^No; they do not interfere with the 
people. 

29,223. Practically no control is exercised over them P” 
No. 

29,224. Would the police keep order and regularity ?-- 
Yes. We have a town sergeant and he keeps the ^keU 
and fairs in order. Ho regulates tho cars and all th^, W<1 
I believe there is more regularity in that way in Casnel 
than in towns where tolls aro puief. 

29,225. Aro the standings also on tho main street P— 
Yes. 


Mr. Jeremiah Connolly examined. 

29.203. (Jould yon give any approximate idea of the 
number of onim^ brought in here yearly? — ^'I'here are 
14 fairs and I shonld sayin 13 the number of horned cattle 
would average GOO. 

29.204. At each fair ? — Y'ea, and at the other one, that is 
tlie March fair. I am sure 2,000 head of cuttle come. Then 
you might put do^vn the sheep as 100 each fair and about 
200 young pigs every monthly fair and a 1,000 at one. 

29.205. Is that at the March fair P — No, the 27th Decem- 
ber which is a big pig fair, that is Wednesday after Christ- 
mas. We have estimated the number at these pig markets 
and we find 2,000 pigs come to 12fairs in the year. 

29.206. What per-centage of these would you say were 
sold each market day P — All the pigs are always sold. 

29.207. And flie horned cattle P— I suppose you might 
put down more than half being sold. 

29.208. Are horses brought here ? — No horses come 
here. 


29.226. Is there a great number of these stondinp ? 
Very few. 

29.227. Do you sell in the market P — I live in the 
town. 

29,288. Could you give me the different marketable 
commodities brought and exposed for sale inthostandmgif 
—There is tiuwoi'e and timber gates. 

29.229. Thoy expose tlieso on tlie imblic thoroiigbferfiP 
Ybs. 

29.230. Do yon remember when there were 
charges? — I never heard of charges for standings, to® 
are people who come fi-om other toivns with oth« , 
dities, such as baskets and timvore, and nothing is cnarpo 
For these. 


Mr. Patrick Corcoran examined. 

29,231, Were standing choi’ges levied atthe 
tolls were exacted? — Yes. 1 saw a woman wiw 
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of knitted stockings in her hand and she had to pay 

sT 

29,232. All commodittea exposed at that period had to 
pay tolla ?— Yes, on fair daya. 

29,21^. They went to the ancestors of Mr. Penefeathcr ? 
_To Mr. Jordan. 

29 234. He actually cxci-ciaed rights but under the terms 
of the lease be does not now levy tolls P— No, but they used 
have toll boards at the cntraiico to the town in every direc- 
tion and a number of men nud they received so much for 
ererv beast that was sold. There was another squad of men 
who' went round to the carts and standings and collected 
1*. from each car containing young pigs, and Is. far 
cart clothes, earthenware, or anything like that. 

29,235. (The Conumanwiier to thf Toww Clerk.) You do 
not know what year Mr. Jordan leased to Mr. PeneEcatherP 
—Ido not, but in lt*55 ho got the lease from the emn- 
miuioaers. 

29 236. Was he exercising market rights prevdous to that p 
—He was for some years. 

29 237. Did the property of the corjioration become 
rested in the present town commisBionera ? — Part ol it 5 
not ftU. 

29.238. Doees the town belong to the town eommia- 
aionera P — Yes. 

29.239. Have you got your last Imloncc sheet P — ^Ycs. 

29.240. (Mr. White.) I may mention I remember when 
the town seigeants wife used to go oroond the markets 
et Ladies Welland take a couple of sods of ttirf as ou 
imposition. 

29.241. (The Cammissiover to Mr. Conuolly.) Do you 
agree with Dr. Laflin that the want of railway coixrauni- 
cation tends to deter the commissioners from making an 
effort towards the development of the markets and feirs ? 
—Yes, I am satisfied that it does. We wonld have splendid 
markets if we had railway communication. 

29.242. Where do the buyers como from who actually 
attend here P — ^They come from all the surrounding towns, 
■^ere arc more buyera in Cashel than anywhere else. 

29.243. Local buyera P — Yes. 

29.244. How would you compare the ]>riceB here with 
the prices at the adjoining fairs P— It would be hard to 
admatethat. 

29^46. Are they similar ? — Of course. Sometimes you 
might got as much for a beast berc os anywhere. 

29.246. .Mthough there is the additional cost of transit 
bythsbuyer? — You will nevei' have the demand without 
competition. You might get ns fancy n jiricchcre ns anywhere 
else, but as a general role, you will not get it. 

29.247. Do not they ttdtc their cuttle from this neigh- 
bourhood to other furs around ? — Yes. 

29.248. AVhere they think the demand is better? — Yes; 
andeven where tolls ore paid. 

29.249. Thalia due to the wont of railway communica- 
tion?— Yea, particularly in the case of pigs. There is -Js. 
a piece off the pigs in consequence nf the cartage of the pigs 
and for want of railway cominuniciitiou. 

29.250. Who estimated that loss to the farmer P — 
Mr. Corcoran experienced it himself. 

29.251. Have you any suggestions to oiler as to what you 
think would tend to develop the markota or fairs here or 
geaerally throughout the countryP— I do not see anything 
to develop them here hut railway comiminication. I am 
satisfied they would be fully developed here, if we bad 
tiiat. 

29.252. How many milea is this town from the nearest 
iwlway station P — Five mllea. 


TKOuaa Wood, Esq., T.C., M.D., examined. 

29.253. Do you approve of the markets and fairs being 
held on the public thoroughfare P — I do. 

29.254. Do you approve of the present system P — I do. 

29,266. That is because you consider the streets are of 

»fflpl# width P_Yea. 

28.2M. But If the streets were considerahly narrower 
yen would uot approve of it P — I would not. 

^,257. Aretheosttle and sheep placed on the pathways 
on frtr days P — They ore. TTie cattle are brought on the 
and some of them on the pathways. 


29.258. Did you ever hear the people complaining of the 
obati'uctton they caused P — I did not, 1 wnk it is im- 
possible to convenience all parties. 

29.259. Who is it cleans the filth and dirt away P — The 
commissioners appoint a scai'anger at a yearly sahuy. The 
occupiers of houses sweep the patliways. 

29,261). You vonsidei' iliat the occupiei-s and traders in 
thetown would put up with any inconvenience caused for 
trade puriioscs? — I think they would. J think if ws 
attenqitcil to change the fairs out of the streets we would 
be met with great oiqjosition. 

29,2(il. \i’as it ever angge.rtcd to ciian^c themP — I 
never hconl it was. I would be sorry to try it. The only 
complaint is tlie fairs are not large enough and that as Mr. 
Connolly told you is due, in a great measure, to the wot 
of railway communication. Wc have made several efforts 
and failed. Our pig markets and fail's have gone down 
although this is n good producing counti^*. 

29.262. Did you ever ailvocata the necessity for railivay 
comtnuniealioii herorc the gi-and juryP— VVe did and 
succeeded lirfurc tlic grand jury, and then before the Privy 
Council, ami they staLcil the Great Southern and Western 
Raitwaj' Com|iuiiy might to make the line. 

29.263. (Mr. I am nn old resident in Cashel, and 

I remember when there was hardly standing room for pigs 
at the last fair, in December, and there were onlv about a 
thousand the last time. I siieak of the time before there 
were any mtlways. Tliei'e is now a diiliciilty in getting the 
pigs out of the town. Thclitiycrs have toliire cors to take 
thorn to the railway station. 

29.264. (TV) Dr. Wood.) Then the producer does not 
get the actual value of the aniniiil P — I believe be does not. 
As a matter of fact, I know they take pigs out of tills to 
other markets. 1 saw them going through this town to tho 
lost pig market in Cahir. 

2!I,265. How far is Cahir P — Eight miles. 

29.266. It wos the farmer brought the pigs there? — Yes, 
and travelled all night to Cahii'. 

29.267. Did the commissioners, os representing the 
)ieopie, ever nmke anyrepresentations to the Great Southern 
and Western llailwity Company to make a branch line to 
this town P — We did. Wewoitcd on them. Mr. Connolly 
and I made out statistics and submitted them, and they 
did not seem inclined to do anycUing. They said they 
would wait until the next session of Parllameut They are 
always putting us off. 

29.268. Where did you pro))08e to liave the line? — 
Straight from Cashel to Goold’a Cross. We, in this 
neiglibom'huod, oi'e actually paying Si2. in the pound for a 
line we derive no benefit from. 

29,26i). How far distant is that P — ^The nearest point is 
eight miles aivuy. 

29,279. Is it tho same barony P — Mostly. There are two 
baronies liable. 

29.271. Have you any suggestions to offer other than 
wlmt you have already mentioned? — I do not think I 
liave. 

29.272. (To Mr. White.) Have you any suggestions to 

offer ? No. Coshd is going clown very rapidly and will 

be a village if we do not get railway communication. Until 
the raihvaya were established in Ireland, Cashel was one of 
the best fairs in any county in Ireland. I remember myself 
when there would not bo room for both great fairs. The 
March fait was kept up by buyers who came from Meath 
and all parts of Ireland. 

29.273. (To Mr. Cotemlhj.) As a matter of fact, do not 

ou take i»igs and cattle to other places ? — I did not take a 

east to Cashel this year. 

29.274. Was that because of the reason you have given, 
that you get a better price in other towns?— Yes. Mr. 
Corby irill tell you bo sold uji to 500 cattle this year, and 
he did uot sell them at the fair of Cashel. 

29,276. [Mr. Corby.) I sold them direct to the buyers. 

29,276. They know iirevioualy what stock you have? — 
Yes. 


Mr. Patrick Dcgcan examined. 

29,277. Do you think it would be possible, 1 am not 
asking it to be done, for the commissioners, in future, to 
malce a periodival return of the quantity of the different 
marketaule commodities brought in and exposed for sale 
in the market ?— Some of the things brought into the 
market are not sold by weight ; they ate sold by bulk. 

Xx 2 
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29,ii78. What quantity ia in the himpa of butter 
generally brought in and weighed P — From 1 lb. to 28 and 
40 lbs. 

29^79. Do tlioy briug ao amaU a quantity aa a lb. P — 
They do. 

29.280. When you we wdgbing a lb. of butter do yon 
ascertain the weignt down to an oz. P— I do not put in the 
oz. 

29.281. Do you put 2 oza. P— I put no oza. 

29.2&2. Ia a i of a lb. the loweat P— Tes, it ia. Very 
seldom they weigh such a amall quantity as a lb. 

29,28;i In any case you never weigh under a of a 
Ib.P— No. 

29.284. Do you weigh the butter in ita natural state P — 
Yes. Generally there is pickle in it. 

29.285. Do you allow any deduction from the weight P 
— I do not. 

2.9,286. Tliere is no deduction from the weight you 
ascertain ?— No. There are very large quantities of coal 
brought liere from the Slieveaida collieries, and sold in the 
moi'ket. 

29.287. You are the weighmaster ? — Yes. 

29.288. What commodities do you usually weigh on the 
beam and scales and ouncilP— Corn, ^tatoes, hay, straw’, 
coal, turnips, mangolds, carrots, and all green crops. 

29,239. Do you weighturfP— Turf is acid by bulk. 

29.290. The only sources of income out of the markets, 
derived by the commissioners, are the chai^ for weighing 
loads and weighing the butter ? — What I chaj^e for 
weighing batter goes to the commissioners, llie charges 
on the loads go to myself. I pay 101. a year for the use of 
the oundl and I pay poor rates and taxes. The commis* 
sioners keep the ouncil in order. 

29.291. iTo Mt. Corbv)^ When you mentioned 91.as the 
receipts, was that from tne butter alone P — Yes. 

29.292. Your total receipts from the market are 191. P — 
Yes. 

29.293. -\nd the expenditure 151. P — Yes. 

29.294. (To ilfr. Duggan). Would it be possible to make 
such a return as 1 have described of the different com- 
modities brought in P — I could tell all the loads of hay. 

29.295. You could only tell what you actually weigh P — 
Tliat is all. 

29.296. Y'ou have only one ounoil in Cashel P — ^Thatis 
aU. 

29.297. .‘^d the butter is not always weighed at your 
scales? — No. They weigh in the shops and elsewhere. 
The people have private customers for the butter and ih^ 
go to them. 

29.298. Firkin butter is never brought P — Not for some 
years. There are other commodities come into the town, 
cool and other things, belonging to parties who buy them 
at Goold’s Cross. 

29.299. Could you tell me your receipts from the 
ouncil ? — At present I could not. 

29.300. Do you keep any account at all P — I do not keep 
any account. 

29.301. Perhaps the fact cf some of the commissionci's 
being ureseiiv, prevents you from telling me ? — I du not 

> mind the commissioners at all. 


29.302. Do not you keep uuy record as to whetlier it is 
paying you or not ? — I do. 

29.303. (Afr, Whiie.) Sometimes I may mention tiiat 
the street is impassable with loads of hay. 

29.304. (Ih Afr. Duggan.) Have you kuownfranda bebir 

committed in prcimring the loads of hay ? I did n<rt 

know that. 

29.305. It has not come under your notice? No. 

29.306. {7h the Town Sergeant.) Has it come under vonr 
notice? — Yes. 

29.307. Is it of frequent occurrence P — I reported a 
farmer on one occasion to llu> town commissioners, but 
they did nothing as it was the first time, and they caused 
a notice to be given that in future, if unytliing turned up 
in that way the parties would In; prosecuted. 

29.308. (By the Town Clerk.) Did you over know any 
case for a length of time but that P — I did. 

29.309. You never reported it P— No. 

29.310. (liy the Covanmioner) Do you say it is of rare, 
occurrence. Was it you detected this or did anyone 
examine the hav other than the proposed buyer P— It ivas 
the buyer calleu attention to it. It is impossible to detect 
any frauds. Tlioy will have it made up in the centre. 

29.311. (To Mr. White.) Who would initiate a prosecu- 
tion if one was instituted P — The town commissioners. 
During my time ns commissioner there was only one case 
and we could not go on witli the case and mnke a conviebor 
because tlic buy was taken out of tbo market before it was 
brought under the notice of the town sergeant. I believe 
there were some frauds in the butter market when firkins 
were brought in. 

29.312. ('Toton Sergeant.) In the lump butter market I 
had a woman fined It. for liaving fraudulent butter. 

2.9,313. Wliat woe the choi'gc on the firkins P — Fonrpence 
a firkin, tlio seller used to {lay the buyer. 

29,314. (To the Town Clerk.) Who paid you? — ^The 
buyers iiaod to deduct 4d. from the farmers, and 2d. of 
that would go to the commissioners to meet the expenses. 

29,31.'). There was always a deduction of 4d. P — Yea 
The buyer was allowed the other 2rf. for carriage. Eal- 
ways have reversed everything with regard to Cashel. It 
was one of the best towns before they were made, and it 
is one of the worst now. 

29.316. Is not there a gooil deal of corn around this 
neighbourhood P — Yes; uU that is sold in Thurles. 

29.317. A corn market could not be fostered hereP— 
It could not bo fostered now nuless wc bad a railway. 

29.318. Would yon say markets could be fostered if 
ample communication were alTordcd p — Yes. 'Ills is a 
splendid produdng country, but wc ore backward for want 
of com'r.imication. 

29.319. (jl/r. White.) I rcmniil)cr when all corn in the 
Cashel direction went to Clonmel through 'lliurles, but 
that ia all done away with now. All the corn goes direct 
from Thurles to Dublin. 

29.320. is there any other gentleman who has an obser- 
vation to offer or suggestions to make, or any evidence to 
give P {No answer.) 

29.321. A vote of thanks to the Assistant Commissioner 
terminated the inquiry. 


FERM 0 Y. 


With reference to my inquiry in Fermoy on the 2nd January 1889, 1 bog to report 
as follows : — 

Fermoy is situated on the Blaokwater, in the county of Cork. It is a station on 
the Fermoy branch of the Great Southern and Western Railway line. The town is 
substantially built and is an important military station, in oousequenoe of which the 
trade is good. A Board of town oommissiouers administers the local affairs, and the 
population is 6,454. 
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The market day is Saturday. The fairs are held on the first Monday of each month. 
A pig is held on the last Monday of each month. A home fair is held on the 
second Tuesday of the months of January, May, August, and October. 

An entrance toll is levied at all the fairs with the exception of the home fair, which 
is at present toll free. 

At the markets an entrance charge is also levied on each commodity brought into 
the market buildings, but it is stated to be voluntary on the part of the producers to 
avail themselves of the accommodation afforded by the market building. In case it is 
not availed of no charge is levied (but when levied it includes cranage). 

A toll board is orected for public inspection. A weighbridge has been provided. 

The market rights are the property of Sir Robert Abercrombie, by whom they are 
sublet to a Mr. Brisooo of Fermoy, under a lease of 100 years, from 1854, at the 
yearly rent of 102Z. 10s. 

There were two patents granted for Fermoy. The first is dated 25th February, 

9 James I., and authorised one Sir B. Greenville and the Earl of Cork to hold a 
Saturday market and fairs on the 10th and 11th August. The second is dated 
22nd June, 16 James I., and authorised Sir B. Greenville to hold a Friday market 
and fairs bn the feasts of St. Barnabas and St. Simon and Jude, and day following 
each. No express grant exists therefore for any of the present fairs. It appears in 
1854 the fairs were held on the 21st June, 20th August, and 7th Novembei*, but on 
Mr. Briscoe bocoming tenant for the market rights and tolls he and some of the 
traders of the town established inonthly fairs in lieu thereof. These were held on 
the first Tuesday of each month until about seven yesirs ago, when they were altered 
to the first Monday of each month. The pig fair was established at the same period 
and the horse fair last year. 

In accordance with my instructions I have inspected the fair and market places. 

The fairs are held in a large fair green at the end of the main street and adjacent 
to the court house. It is some four aci-ea in extent and, so far as space is concerned, 
affords ample accommodation. It is divided into two fields by a small stone fence. 
It is entirely enclosed and separated from the public thoroughfare by a low atone wall. 
In the largest division of the green and around the walls numerous movable iron 
pens are erected for pigs, and in the centre a brick and slated shed of fair dimensions 
is erected where the weighing of marketable commodities is canned on. Around the 
walls of the other division of the green are erected wooden sheep pens, and the cattle 
are exposed for sale throughout both sections. Altogether tbe fail* green can be 
considered one of the best fitted up I have seen but it lacks shelter accommodation. 

The surface is soft and could be improved by the addition of some metalling. The 
sheep pens can be used gratuitously, bub if the pig pens are utilised, fid. per pen is 
charged in addition to the ordinary entrance charge. 

A weighbridge with a movable frame is erected for the weighing of cattle. 

The horse fair is held in a field close to the ordinary fair green. 

The markets are partly held in the market buildings and partly on the streets 
throughout the town. The market yard, where marketable commodities aie exposed 
for sale, is approached on one side from the fair green and is of small dimensions. 
Sheds are erected on each side of the yard and it is approached from the main strest 
by a covered way called the “ shambles,” having stalls erected on each side where eggs 
principally are now sold. Off this entrance there is a long room with wooden benenes 
erected therein called the butter market where.butter is exposed for sale. 

This is the first place where an enti’anco charge was levied at the fairs in lieu of the 
larger charge on the animals only actually sold, and after the elapse of more than 
34 years and the experience gained by its working, it was highly approved of by these 
attending the inquiry and deemed preferable to the course formerly adopted. Much 
satisfaction was also expressed as to the management by Mr. Briscoe, the tenant, 
although several of the witnesses were strongly in favour of the local authority having 
control. 

Appended will be found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

JOHN J. O’MEARA, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Assistant Commissioner. 

Dublin. 
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Fermoy, 2n.d Jantiary 1889. 

Michael Bubka, Esq., e.'camined. 


29.322. 'Whom do yon represent, Mr. Burke?— I’be 
proprietor. 

29.323. Who is he ?— Sir Robert Abercrombie. 

29.324. Is he the owner of all mniket rights that exist 
in Fermoy P — All. 

29.325. How does he hold, do you know P— By fee ; he 
is onmer in fee. 

29.326. Of the town p— Of the toll. 

29.327. Do you know under what authority ho olaima 
the ownership of the market rights P— -Under the convey- 
ance in fee be purchased the market rights ; it was made 
out in the Court of Bankruptcy. I do not know about 
the old grants, but he claims tinder that. 

29.328. There was no speoifio sum given for the 
tolls or market rights? — No. ’fhey went with the 
estate. 

29.329. When w’as thia purchase effected ? — In 1837. 


Robert Brisco, 

29.337. You are the tenant to the owner of the market 
rights P — Yes. 

29.338. Since 1854 P— Yes. 

29.339. Have you been at any expense in providing 
the pens and shelter accommodation P— Yes j very great. 

29.340. Hava you the particulars of such expenditure P 
—No. I never kept it because they were my own. I 
never kept an exact account, but it should bo estimated at 
a large amount. 

29.341. Wbatwonid you estimate the expenditure at P 

( did not go into that at all ; it would he only a guess. 

It would be well for me to state that on part of tne ground 
I took from Sir Robert Abercrombie I built houses, which 
are not on the market but on the market grounds. I 
took this ground as a speculation with the fairs and 
markets. 

29.342. Then portion of the ground that was leased to 
you for market purposes you applied to private use hy 
building houses on it? — Yas, but it never belonged to the 
market. I had not enough of ground where the original 
market was, and I asked Sir Robert Abercrombie for addi- 
tional ground, and on that additional ground I built for 
market purposes and private purposes. 

29^343. What market accommodation did you provide 
yourself since 1354. Did you erect any pens at your own 
expense? — I erected ever^hing exoept an old shedj 1 
erected all the sheds, shambles, and houses ; there was 
nothing whatever there but one old shed. 

29.344. Did you erect the shambles leading out into 
the nmin street ? — ^Yea, entirely at my own expense. 

29.345. Could not you give any approximate idea of 
the expense P — If I knew you wanted it I could have them 
valued, but I do not like guessing. 

29.346. Tell me wbat is the market day here P— 
Saturday. 

29.347. Saturday only P— Yes. 

29.348. What fairs are held here P Kindly teU me all 
the fairs, whether you have any charges on them, or not P 
—They are all mine, and I have a charge on all of them. 

29.349. TlTiat are they P — ^Thero were originally 12 fairs. 
Tuesday was our fair day, but on account of shipping the 
cattle the buyers asked me to change the day to Monday, 
and then they were able to ship the cattle ft'om the fairs 
here direct to England, and it was a great matter to the 
farmem around in the ntighbourhood. 

29.350. Have you monthly fairs now? — I have for 
attle and pigs. 

29.351. What day in the month? — ^The £rst Monday 
in the ino.ith for catde fairs, and the lust Monday in the 
monili for pig fairs. 


29,330. He was never in the immediate receipt of the 
charges himself; did ho always lease them outP — 
Yea. 

29, .331. Tlioy are at present leased to Mr, BrUcoP— 
Exactly. 

29,332. For what terra P — For a hundred years. 

2!),3J43, From what period P — From iHiM. 

29, -TM. At what rent P—102f. 10s. a year. 

2.9,335. Do you Icnow, or could you give me the 
particulars of any cupitid expeudituro the owner was at 
in connexion with the markets, in the erection of build- 
ings or in providing any grounds P — I cannot say there was 
any williin my memory. The lease under which the owner 
purchased expired in 1854, and then 1 mode a lease to 
Mr. Brisco. 

29,336. Does the fair green belong to him P— Every. 
thing belongs to liiin; he is the absolute owner of the 
manor altogether, and tolls, and everything. 


Esq., examined. 

29,352. Wheu did you make this alteration from 
Tuesday P—1 could not say exactly ; aliout seven years 
ago. 

2.9,363. Were there always within your memory monthly 
fairs held here P — There were only three fairs in Fermoy 
at the time 1 took them. 

29,.354. What tliree were these? — ^There was one in 
August, and one in June, and another. 

29.355. In 1854 did you establish the monthly fairs on 
Tuesday? — I cstublished the monthly fail's on the last 
Tuesday of the month, and they were all together on 
Tuesday, both cattle and pigs, when I first establtihed 
them. 

29.356. Was that the first Tuesday of the mouth, or the 
last Tuesday ? — ^'I'he last Tuesday. 

29.357. About seven years ago you made tlie alteration 
to the first Monday in the month P — Yes. 

29.358. When you established the additional nine fairs, 
did you get any patent for them P — No, I got no patent. 
When 1 got tl^e fairs and markets I turned the matter 
over in my mind, and consulted Mr. Burke and others to 
see what would be really fur the benefit of tlio town. The 
tos then were wretched; the markets were the most 
disroputablo the world ever jiroduoed. It was that 
induced me to take them. Mr. Burke, after a great deti 
of persuasion, persuaded me to talco these, and stid it 
was better take tlicm and manage them, and let us get 
out of the discreditable position we ai'e in. The fact is, 
they were so iliscrcditublo tiiut the farmers of this neigh* 
bourhood would sooner go to Midleton or anywhere else 
than come into Fermoy. 

29.359. Have you tolls at all the fairs P — ^Yes, at every 
one of them. 

29,361). And at the markets P— 'Y^cs. 

29.361. At any period were any of the fairs toll freeP— 
No, unless when starting wo gave them toll free to 
encourage the people to come. 

29.362. Have they been always on the fair green P— 
Yes, always. 

29.363. Were they held tlicre previous to your gettinff 
the lease P— They wei'O held on tl»P streets, and they were 
in a disi'eputablc state until 1854. 

29.364. Were the niavkets hold on the public 9h«et P— 
They were held here and there. Some of them were bele 
in a yard up in the side of the street 

29.365. Have you any rules or regulations in the 

ket P— The only rule I have is to keep order and do justice 
to everybody. 

29.366. Have you any rules restricting the exposure ^ 
marketable commodities elsewhere than in the nuusw 

buildings P — No. Vcgctaldcs and fish are exposed auou 

the town. 
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29^". Have you got a liat of youi cliorgmf — I could 
gii-e it to you. 

29 36S. Have you got a supciintendcnt or mouagcr P— > 
I have. 

293(>9- Will yo’* kindly tell me wliat would be your 
averse receipta iP — I will give them to you. I put in the 
average groes recei{)t9 for the tolls of the mai'kets and 
It includes the private rents that I receive from 
tbe liousea I built. 

29.370. Does that -IJHIi. 5s. 4d. include the rents of 
these private houses P — No. 

29.371. The rents are l.'JOZ. P — Yea. 

29.372. Then there is 4901. for the tolls at the markets 
and fiurs; stallage rents, 121L: pens. 901. 121. 2d.; cir- 
cuses,"!.; sale of manure, .301.; and 1301. rent of private 
houses, making a total of 7301. ?— Yes. 


29.373. Have you got your average exjKnditure P — The 
gross cxpenditui'e is 2451. 3s. 8d. 

29.374. Could you give mo the partionlars of t.iat 
e-xpenditureP —There is 471. 18s. for officets j then 
42?. I9s. 8rf. for labour; 1021. lOs. for rent; .361. 4s. lOd., 
taxes ; and for senti-ies, 151. 11s. 2d. 

29.375. Do you, or does the owner contribute anythiug 
other than through the rates and ta.res, tewarw the 
cleansing of the town P— No, but the owner is the largest 
ratepaycr in the town. 

29.376. (Afr. Rice, Solicitor.) I may mention that one of 
the crying nuisances in the tona is the wateroloset 
erected up to the slau^htes'-house, and it would be a 
convenience to remove it. I appear here for the Town 
Commissioners. 

29.377. (Hfr, Brisco.) I have asked a few respectable 
farmers to come here, and they will tell you whether them 
is too much charged on anything or not. 


Mr. Michael Kbllimes examined. 


29.378. You are manager of tho fairs and mwkets for 
Mr. Brisco ? — Yes. 

29.379. Do you collect any charge ou standings about 
tbe town on market and fair clays P — No. 

29.380. Then you only collect charges wlicn the market 
bsHdings are availed of P — Y'es. 

29.381. Your chaigos are on entrance ? — Yes, on every- 
thing coming in. 

29.382. You never consider whether the animals are 
subsequently sold or not P — No. 

29,38.3, Could you tell me the charges on the different 
species of animal urought into the fair green P — Yes. 

29,384. YHmt is it on horses P — We have no horse fair, 
but U any horses come tho charge is 6d, 

29,;i85. On cows? — Twopence. 

29.386. On yearlings P — ITie same. 

29.387. On sheep ? — A penny. 

29,398. On lambs P — The same. 

29, '189. On pigs P — A penny. 

29.390. On bonhams P — ^The same. 

29.391. If they bring in a cai-tload of bonhams would 
you charge Id. on each P — Yes. 

29.392. Would you exact any standing chaige for the 
cartP — No. 

29.393. You would only charge on ouch individual pigp 
—Yes. 

29.394. Do you charge for anything else on fair days?— 
No, 

29.395. Are these the only charges the farmers pay, or 
have they to pay a further charge if they avail themselves 
of additional accommodation ? — Yes, T'hey have to pay 
for the pens. 

29.396. What are the cboiges P — (ul. each. 

29.397. Is that for cows P— TTierc is nothing for cows ; 
only for pigs. 

29.398. Have you any pens for sheep P — Wo have, but 
they have the use of them without any extra charge. 

29.399. Hove you any cattle peas P — We have. 

29.400. They can atiliso them, too, free of charge P— 
Yes. 

29.401. Must the fanner who brings pigs into the 
nurket engage pens, or can he sell without them ? — hero 
are lots of pens, but he need not engage them. 

29,4^. You have no rule compelling them to exirose 
the uimals in the pens P — ^No. 

29.403. If they wish they need only pay the penny 
oharge P— Exactly. 

29.404. How do you collect tho charge. Is it on entrance 
to the fair green P — ^At the entu-ance. 

29,406. How many entrances have you P — Three for 
P>R8. 

29,406. Do you get tbe charge from a man, and give 
him a ticket P— There is no ticket ; he has only to pay 2d. 
w Id., as the case may be. 


29.407. Do yon ever count the animals brought in P — 
Mostly always. 

29.408. Do you keep that return ? — No. 

29.409. You never keep it on permanent record P — No. 

2.9,410. If required it would be possible to keep such a 

return ? — It would be nearly impossible to do it, but if 
I was refjuired I would. 

29.411. Would notit be possible to do it, supposing it 
^vas requh-ed? — It would. 

29.412. When you leiy this charge you never consider 
whether the animal is subsequently sold or not P — ^No. 

29.413. That is a matter of indifference to yon P — Yes. 

29.414. Are these the only charges you liave on the fair 
green on fail- days ? — The only chiu'ges. 

29.415. Dax-e you any choi-ges ou standings P — ^No. 

29.416. Do they bring any standings here on fair days, 
such us soft goods and that P — No. 

251,417. Have you got a weighbridge P — ^Tes. 

29.418. Did yon weigh any cattle on tbe bridge since 
you erected itP — 1 was never asked. 

29.419. Who was it erected the bridge P — 5Ir. Brisco. 

29.420. It was erected at Mr. Brisco’s expense ? — Yes. 

29.421. Is tliei'e any shelter accommodation in this fair 
green P — Not in the green, but in tbe market there is. 

29.422. Did the farmers ever represent to yon that there 
was a necessity for any shelter accommodation in the fair 
green? — I die! not hear it; some might he talking about 
it. 

29.423. Have you heard com])luints of these charges 
yourself, or have com])laints ever been made to you? — 
Some people would be complaining, but they are very 
few. 

29.424. What would be the nature of the complaints? 
—They think tbe charges rather too much in some 
cases. 

29.425. le titat with reference to any |»irticular item? 
— 'liiey think it too much to pay Itl. for a pig. 

29.426. This Pair green is entirely enclosed? — Yea. 

29.427. What would you estimate the extent of it ? — 
About four acres and a half. 

29.428. That includes the sites of the moiket buildings 
as ft-ell? — No ; only the site of the fair green. 

29.429. Have you different portions of the peen allotted 
off for each species of animal P — Y'es ; about half for cattle 
and the other half for sheep. 

29.430. On fair days they never intermix? — No. 

29.431. Is much confusion caused liy the collection of 
the charge on entrance to the fair green ? — Not a hit. 

29.432. No complaints have been made to you of delay 
in entering on that account? — No. 

29.433. What are your charges at Uie markets P — A 
penny a bag for potatoes. 

Xx 4 
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29,434. Aietbe charges at the market tolls proper or 
are they weighing charges. Do tou levy charges on the 
commodities, whether you weigh or not, or render any 
eerricet—JThey all pay coming in. 

29,4;i5. Whether yon weigh the commodities for them 
or not? — Yes. 

29.436. Supposing you do weigh, have you any addi. 
tionnJ charge?— No. 

29.437. You weigh them free?— Yes. 

29,43d. One charge includes all? — ^Yes, Id. a bag, no 
matter what weight it is. 

29.439. Is that Id. a hag irrespective of the commodity 
the bag might contain : would it be the same on corn and 
potatoes ? — ^Tbe same on both. 

29.440. You never consider whether the bag will be sold 
or not? — No. 

29.441. If a former brought in on lost Saturday a load 
of 10 bags of potatoes he would have to pay lOd. P — Yes. 

29.442. If he did not effect a sale and brought them in 
again and agmn he would still have to pay the charge every 
market day 7 — Yes. 

29.443. Have you got any storage accommodation there? 
—Yes. 

29.444. Do they avail themselves of it?— Sometimes 
\vLen they would not sell. 

29.445. What do you charge for storage accommodatdon P 
—A penny a bag again. 

29.446. For the week? — Yes. 

29.447. Or shorter period ? — Yes. 

29.448. (iifr. 3ri$co.) I think he is wrong in that. If 
they stored them and paid the charge they be free the 
next market day. 

29.449. If they brought them ont of the market they 
pay the entrance charge again? — ^Yes. 

29.450. {To Mr. Kelliher.) What other charges have you 
at the markets? — We have no other charges, only for 
weighing huy, straw, and turnips. 

29.451. What marketable commodities are brought into 
the market? — Potatoes, com, fowl, lump butter. 

29.452. Are eggs brought there ? — Yes. We charge 

nothiog for eggs. 

29.453. Where is the hay and straw market held? — 
Outside the market altogether. 

29,464. Do you collect any charges for hay if you do not 
weigh the load? — ^No. 

29.455. Only when you weigh? — Yes. 

29.456. ITien the only commodities brought in are 
potatoes, corn, butter, fowl, and eggs P— Well, the eggs ore 
outside. 


22,457. You do not collect any charge at all on themP 
No. 


29.458. Where do they sell them P— On the street. 

29.459. Do they erect standings on the street P— No. 

29.460. Do they place boxes on the street P Yee. 

29.461. What is your charge on the fowl P— A halfpenny 
for a turk^. 

29.462. On each turkey brought in P— Tea. 

29.463. On entrance? — Yes. 


29,464. Whether sold or not afterwards P Yes. 


29.465. "What other fowl do you charge on P— The same 
on geese. Ducks and chickens 4d. a couple. 

29.466. Is that the only charge P — Yes. 


29,467. Have you any stalls for them P— Yes. 

29,4(58. Have they to pay any additional rent for these 
stalls P— No. We give tlmm all the accommodation we 
can. 


29,469. In a shed P— Yes, and the shed is m tiie middle 
of the foif green. We give them the use of that on fair 
days. 


29.470. How is the first building near the street utilised 
—By the shambles women. 

29.471. Is it used as a shambles P— There is part of i 
aed for tlie butter market. 


29.472. How is the remaining portion utilised P— It i. 

mostly idle. “ 

29.473. Is that where you store commodities P_That is 

where we store the eggs when they buy. 

29.474. Where is your regular storage accommodation P 
—In the middle of tbo market. 


29,476. What is your charge on butter P— A pennv & 
lump. ' 

29.476. No matter what quantity is in the lumnP— 
Yes. 

29.477. Wliat quantity do they usually bring m P— From 
1 lb. to 60 lbs. 


29.478. Did they ever bring in a single pound P— Verv 
often. 

29.479. You charge Id. on it? — Yea. 

29.480. What would be the smallest value of that pound 

of butter at the worst market you remember? About 

bd. or 6d. 

29.481. Do you remember tbot it was 5d.P — Yes. 

29.482. If tliey brought in on article value for 5d. you 
receive Id. P — Yee; I eupposo so. 

29,48.3. Have you done so P— I have not done so. I am 
not in that do]>artment. 

29,484. When I say you, I mean the gentleman whom 
you serve. Would Mr. Brisco receive Id. out oftheSd.P 
— That is BO. 

29,486. The charge was never smaller thau Id. P—It 
ivas : I think sometime ago it was a halfpenny. 

29.486. How long ago P — Four or five years ago. 

29.487. Do you rememhot when it was a halfpenny P 

Yea. Anything less than 7 Iba. it was a halfpenny, 

29.488. About four years a/yo it was raised to the penny P 


29.489. Wlmt is the largest lump they bring inP— 
Sometimes 50 lbs. 

29.490. Do you charge the same on I lb. as on 50 IbaP 
— When it exceeds 28 lbs. there is another penny added 
to the charge. 

29.491. It is Id. up to 28 lbs. P— Yes. 

29.492. What is the highest oluugc, or is 2d. the 
maximum P — Yes. 

29.493. What return do you give for this charge; do 
you weigh the butter P — We weigh the butter and give 
tickets to the buyer. 

29.494. Is the butter always weighed before it is sold P 
—It is sold and then weighed. 

29.495. Supposing they bring in a lump of butter and 
do not effect a sale of it, you do not return the money yoo 
receive P — No. 

29.496. Is there any great ]iercentage of the butter 
unsold on market daysP — Very seldom I ever see it unsold. 
It is always sold. 

29.497. Do you give any rocoi]>fc for this charge P— No. 

29.498. Who weighe the butter, or have you got s 
wmgh«mastet for that purpose P— \Ve have. 

29.499. What is his name P — His name is O’Brien. 

29,500 Is he here P—No. 

29,601. Did yiu ever weigh buttorP— Yes. 

29.502. Down to what weight do you weigh?— A 
quarter pound. 

29.503. So if weighing a lump that you think would 1)6 
a pound you would only ascertain the weight down to s 
quarter P — Yes. 

29.504. You never put the ounce or two ounce weight 
into the scales P — No. 

29,506. Do you give any ticket denoting the weight? — 
Yes ; if anyone requires it. 

29,506. Is it a printed form P — Yes. 

29,607. Do you levy any charge at all for it P — No. 

29,508. If the lump were divided, would; you charge 
then for each separate piece P — No. 
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29,605). Even when weighed in difierent parts ? — They 
nave a scales for doing that. 

29.510. Have you a scales for retailers P — Yes. 

29.511. They can utilise that themselves P — Yea. 

29,612. You have no officer attached to it P — No. 

29,5K1 They must weigh themselves ?— Yes. 'I'hey 

have asked me to do it, and 1 would do it for them. 

29.514. That is for the accommodation of the retailers P 
~Yes. 

29,915. How many beams have you in the msrketP 

Sometimes four, three, and two. 

29.616. Did you ever weigh butter on the potato acide P 
—No; except a firkin. 

29.617. Are firkins ever brought here? — ^Th^ are not 
bought here, hut they send them to be weighed if they are 
senoing them to any place around the town. 

29.518. What do you charge for weighing a firkin P — A 
penny a firkin. 

29.519. If they brought in a firkin and exposed it for 
sale in the market, would you charge Irf. on it the 
same aa for a lump P — Yes. 

29.520. On eggs yon say there is no charge, uotwith- 
sUnding that they avail themselves of the market 
accommodation or market premises P — There is no charge. 
There are some men have stalls in the nmrket for eggs. 

29.521 . How many stalls are there let P — There are only 
two at present. 

29.522. At what rent P — At 61. a stall. 

29.523. What commodities are sold in these stalls? — 
Nothing i ouly the egg-women have them. 

29.524. Uo you collect these charges only on Saturday, 
or do you cull^ them any day the market premises are 
availed of P — Any day they come in. 

29,625. As a general rule they come on Saturdays P — 
They sometimes come on week days. 

29.526. And you le %7 a charge every day ? — Yes. 

29.527. Down to what weight do you weigh the com P — 
Down to 2 lbs. 

29.628. And the potatoes P — Down to 7 lbs. We allow 
7 lbs. for the sack; Ave genemlly find that is the average 
neght. 

29.629. Whan weighing you never go under 7 lbs. P — 
No. 

29,53n. You never actually weigh the empty sack to 
ssoertain the tare P — Sometimes. 

29,631. I suppose only in case of dispute P — Yes. 

29.532. Would that tare be the same on a fine day os 
OD a wet day, when the sack is com|>1etely saturated with 
wet P— The same thing. 

29.533. If a sark is brought in whicli contains 10 stone 
6 Iba. you return that as 10 stone F — Yes. 

29.534. The Aveight piud fur, after deducting the tare, is 
9i stone P— Y es. 

29.535. Do the farmers ever complain that the weight 
is not ascertained under 7 lbs. P — Never. 

29,636. On com you weigh doAvn to 2 lbs. P — Yes. 
29,537. Do you actually weigh the empty sack in corn P 
— IVe weigh the em])ty sack after the corn is taken away, 
end they bring back the empty sack. 

29^38, Always P — Yea, except the buyer and seller 
agree to the weight of the sack. 

29.539. Supposing corn was brought in on market day 
and sold in the tonm to private merchants, would you leAy 
any charge P — If brought in to bo weighed I would charge 
for weighing and no more than that. 

29.540. You levy no toll P — No. 

29.641. Do the corn meruhanla buy in that manner? — 
Ine corn mcrcliants buy corn and weigh it themaelva. 

29.642. You receive no charge for it P — ^No. 

, Do you receive any charge on any commodity 
Mat 18 not exposed for sale in your market buildings P— 
^•0. 

29,544. None whatever? No. •* 

29,645. For weighing hay what is your charge? — ^Two 
pence a load. 

^,646. In hH 2 t 1 suppose that applies to straAv and all 
loads weighed P_Yes. 

J 


29.647. Vou charge nothing for weighing the empty 

cart P— No. o o r v 

29.648. Do you give a ticket P— I give a ticket and 
make up the prices. 

29,W5). Do you make up the prices of the other com- 
modities too for the buyers and sellers P— Mostly always. 
Any of them that require to do it we do it ror them, 
benerally for oats they do it themselves. 

25), 560. Do you ever keep a record of the current prioee 
of the different marketable commodities brought to the 
markets and of the animals brought to the fairs P— We 
keep a KconI of the hay and straw and anything Aveighed 
on the bridge. v » s 

29,551. Do you give the particulars of the current 
pjicea to the press P— If I aa-bs asked I would. I would 
give a return of the prices to any person who would 
ask me. 

29,652. Supposing it was required from Mr. Brisco to 
make a periodical return of the prices of the different 
marketable commodities and the different animals brought 
to the feirs, would it be possible to make an accurate 
return P — I could not make an accurate return of thu 
prices of cattle. 

29,553. Could yon giA-ethe average priceP— We never 
keep any account of that. 

29,654. I am not asking you do it, but would it he 
possible to do so in future P — It would. 

29,555. You think the return would be a pretty accurate 
oaeP — I should think so. 

29,666. At present you only keep a return of the hay 
and straAv P — Yes. 

29 . 557 . You keep it in permanent form? Yes. 

29.558. What hour does the market usually begin P 

At 10 o'clock. 

29.559. What hour does it terminate P — Two, or half- 
]Hl8t two. 

29.560. And the fairs? — ^Th<yare over about the some 
time. 

29,661. When do they commence P — It is bard tossy. 
The fairs commence about 8 o’clock. 

29.562. Supuosing a farmer was bringing in some cattle 
to the fair, and he effected a sale outside the fair green, 
would you seek for your charge P — No. 

29.563. No charge whateA’erP — No. 

29.564. Have cases of that kind come under your 
notice P — I saw people at different times selling outside. 

29.565. (Afr. Rice.) 1 think he recollects suusrooning 
some person who effected a sale in that manner. 

29.566. (To Mr. Kelliher.) Do you remember legal pro- 
ceedings about thatP — Yes. 

29, 567- What was the result ? — I think they were 
fined. 

29.568. Do they sell as a matter of fact outside the fair 
green P — Very seldom. 

29.569. They all avail themselves of the fair green P — 
Yes. 

29 . 570 . (To -Hr. Bnsco.) Did you take legal proceedings 
to recover the charge on cattle sold outside the fait green ? 

Never. 1 took proceedings against people for blocking 

the way. 

29,671. {To Mr. Kelliher.) Can farmers sell their mar- 
ketable commodities in any part of the Ioavd they please? — 
I think so ; we never prevented them. 

29 . 572 . How long are you in the employment of 
Mr. BrisCo P— Twenty years. 

29.573. Do you think he has the right to confine the 
sale of them to his market buildings P — Well, I do not 
know that. 

i:9,574. {Mr. Rice.) I know he did endeavour to esta- 
blish that before the magistrates, and my recollection is 
that a fine was imposed. 

29,575. (Th Mr. KellVter.) Do you give a ticket when 
you weigh com and potatoes ? — Yea. 

Y 7 
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23,576. Do you evw morktlie weight In chalk on the 
bags P— For single bugs I would mark the weight m chalk, 
or give a ticket if they required it. 

“29,677. You have ne\'cr weighed any cattle on the 
weighbridge P — No. 


23.071^. Supiwsmg ii load of i>otatooa were brought in 
and )ciu weighed it on the weighbridge, would vou 
charge hi. iicr sack or 2i/. u loud P — Ir/. per sack. ^ 

23.673, Altiumgli you woighcil the entire load together? 


Mr. John Shbruy, Town Clerk, examined. 


29,680. You are the town clerk of Fermoy P— Yes. 

23.581. When were the to^vn commissioners established 
here P— Well, 1 am not in a position to any. I believe 
185!) is the time. 

23.582. .Are they the urban sanitary authority P— Tl>ey 
ore. 

29.583. Did you bring any of the ([uaies Ijeforc the 
town commissioners ?— I did. They were returned to you 
signed by the chairman and myself. 

29.584. Have the commisaioners ever discussed the 
desimbility of their obtaining compulsory powers to uenuire 
lie market rights and work them themselves P— They 
have at a meeting. 

23.585. Are they in favour of such a course being 
taken? — I believe the TOmmiasionerH are in favour of 
having the mantgemeiit of the fairs ; still I do not l>elieve 
they are in fhvoiir of having the streets iitilisetl for holding 
tUe’fairs. 


23.586. 'Hiey apiimvc of the Hystoin of having fairs in 
the fair green P — Yes. 

23.587. Arc the cominissioncrs traders in the town?— 
They ni-e, ns ii gciicnil rule. 

23,r>H8. Have they any objection to the present manage- 
ment, or do they think if they liml control over them they 
would ho able to manage to the greater satisfaction of the 
lioujde of the town ami the farmers P — I nova- heard any 
of the cominissioncrs misu any objection to the present 
management. I believe the cnnimisBioncrs wuiild like to 
have control, but i never heard the present management 
ceasured by the body. 

23,589. Have you got the valuation of themp— No. 
Tlie valuation of tlio toll of the market is jirctty high. 
They ure valued somewhat over tlio rent. 

29.530. Wimt ore the averiige rates and taxes here P— 
2s. 3rf. the present year, 2s. 1(W. last year; tliat includes 
the water nitu, the town rate proper, and the road rate. 
Wo arc severed altogothor from the grand jury. 


John Cottbii, Esq., Town Commissioner, examined. 


29,591. You are interested in the trade of the townP — 
Yes. 

29,692. Do you think the system here in Fermoy of 
confining the exoosnre of all animals to a fair green is the 
proper oneP — I 3o, decidedly. 

23.593. You consider it is objectionable to have fairs on 
the public thoroughfare?— I do. and it is a great obsfnic- 
tion to retail trade. 

29.594. Is it your opinion that when an individual is in 
receipt of charges at markets and fairs that he should 
provide some accommodation in return for them P — I do, 
and I think they should be under the control of a repre- 
sentative body, who would control the traffic in the streets 
whatever it would be. 

23.595. Could you teU me why you form the opinion 
that market rights should Ik vested in the tnwn oommis- 
sioners or local authorities? — In large cominiinitics the 
corporation have control, and it works very well. 

23.596. {By Mr. Rice.) Are you aware that in con- 
sequence of the control being centralised in one person 
there are great defects in the existing markets — different 
parts of tlw town bung under no control ? — Yes. 

. 29,537. I.s there n place cnlled the old market where fl'ih 
is exposed for sole P — No ; there is portion of the pulilio 
street where things are exposed for sale. 

23.638. (By Ihe Commissioner.) Did the town cominis- 
sioners take any steps to remove these ? — 'L'hey took steps 
to regulate the traffic in some way. The ]>eople of the 
lorality objected to have them removed from one locality 
to another. 

29.599. Arc these traders? — Yes. 

29.600. Was this' opposition confined to the members 
of any particular traaeP — It was chiefly to the liquor 
trade. 

29.601. You think the markets should be concentrated 
. in some particular spot, and shelter sccominodation jirovided 

there P — ^Yes. 

29.602. Do you .think it would work better, and the 
farmers would get better prices for tbeir commodities, 


when all ore oonocntratul on one spot P — I think it would 
make the town very attractive and make the buyers come 
to the town. 

29,60.3. Have you formed any ideas on the levying of a 
toll. Do yon think the exiiction of n toll on entrance to 
the fair green is lictter than u toll when tho animal is 
actually sold P — I think it is more desirable to collect the 
tolls at the entrance and have no dispute^, which would 
occur otherwise. 

23.604. But OH the abstract principle, do you think the 
exaction of a ttdl either at the entrance or on the sale ii 
objectionable P — No, when a man gets accommodation. 

23.605. From your experience, yon think tlia farmers 
would willingly pay a ainall charge if they got an adequate 
return? — I do decidedly, because, of course, aocominodi* 
lion coidd not bo i)rovidcd unless a fund was raised in 
some way to (lay the necessary e.xpcnsc8. I must also say 
that, whatever orL’angement is iniuie, Mr. Brisco should be 
liberally dealt with. It was he created the market, and it 
is a great itnprnvemoni to tho ono before. I recollect the 
town long before Mr. Krisoo got tho lease. 

S),606. Do you remember when the charge was on 
animals actually sold at tlic fairs P — I do. 

23.607. When the new charge was instituted, was there 
much oppn-itio'i to it P— No; llie.ro wa.s not. It ivas con- 
sidered an improvn'tu’.nt ; that was tlu’- general o|nm 0 n; 
ond it workcil exceedingly well. 

23.608. Is it your opinion that tho same practice should 
be resorted to all over the country P— Yes. 

2.3,60}). It would be more satisfactory P — Yes. 

23,610. Although now the clmrge is levied on the 
funupr ami formerly ou tho buyer P — I think all arrange' 
menta should bo to encourage the buyers and accommodate 
them a .1 much os poaaildu. 

2}),611. Where do the huyora oome from who attend the 
fairs? — From Clork, Waterfim), and Limerick, to the pig 
fair. WluKvor I haw spoken to praise the managnment 
of the fair here as one of the best in their district 


John L. Mannix, Esq., Chauroan of the Town Commissioners, examined. 


29.612. You heard the observations made by Mr. Cotter P 
—Yes. 

23.613. Do you agree in these general remarks P — I do. 
“23,614. Fully P— Yes, and particularly in the answer 

that local authorities should obtain compulsory power to 


obtain the market rights. Tliat is tho prevailing 
amongst the commisaioners; in fact oil imblic boow 
should have control bf the markets and regulation of 
town. 

23,615, (fly Mr. Rice.) “ If you utilised the scstM 
markets and centralised them, as might he done, ana 
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Mr. Cotttr suggests, wuulil that create a {unil iti the Ijonils 
of the commi'>8ioner8 for the further develoiiment of the 
markets of the to\rri, such os eiieotirHguig the butter 
mfy'ket anil horse f:iirP— I ilo not kiuw it wimlil he 
creative of a fimrl, but I tliiuk it would be better for tlie 
nur^t to be held in one place insteaii of being scattered 
over the town. A regulation of that kind would be an 
improvement on the present system. 

29.GK). {By the Coimnissioner.) Wby do you conuider the 
town comtoniisaioncre nr looul authorities should obtain 
control of tho markets, or would they do so with the 
intention of augmenting tlieir income P — 1 believe where 
a public ho<ly like town commissioners would he they 
would take more advanced steps to increase and imiirove 
the market ; they would have more interest in the town 
than any one individual. 

29.G17. Would you be opjmsed to applying the profita 
decived from the market to town purposoa or applying 

them to the redncUon of the tolls alrciidy existing p Yes, 

and to general iini)ruvcmeiit, such us encuuruging and 
enlargiug the market. 

If the town Ooqiimaaioners here and elsewhere 
had control, and you had some connonun in tlie commis- 
sion BS you have at jjrescnt, yon would be in fa\'our of only 
utilising the profits for market purposes P — Yes, and giving 
iacreased accommadatiun. 

dP,619. fBy Mr. Rice.) I believe the coiuiiiissionera here 
took ail active part in promoting the fairs ? — Yes. 

29,(120. (By Ihe Cojiimmiaufr.) Have yon cstablisbed a 
horse fair? — \es. Three were already held. 

29.621. What day P — It is held four times in theyciir: 
ia January, May. August, and October, ou the Tuesifiiy of 
the otber week, so as nut tn clash with other fairs. 

29.622. Where are these horse fuii-s held P — On Mr. 
Brisco's land', separate from tlie cattle market or ]iig 
market. Mr. Brisco's land ia adjoining the town by the 
river. 

29.623. Is there un3' charge on the hiwseP — Not up to 
the present. We made oiTangements with Mr. Brisco, when 
we undeitook to establish the fairs 12 months ago, that he 
would make no chui-ge for 1 2 months. 

29.624. I believe there wa.s an attempt to create the fairs, 
and a charge was made nnd they failed? — ^Tbey failed at 
all events. Whether that was the cause or not the fairs 
did not succeed. Probably they failed in another way by 
clashing with large fairs not anticipated ut the time. 

29.625. Have you got adequate accommodation for the 
tnuiait of animms from here ? — Yes, excellent accommo- 
dation in the town as for as the hotels and stabling are 
concerned — every accommodation desirable. 

29.626. Su])posing tiiece was an abolition of toll alto- 
gether, and these fairs wei-e toll-free, do you think that 
would tend to the material imnrovement of them P — I do 
not think BO. I think there ' sliould be some tollage for 


keeping rcgiilution in the marki! ami having charge: over 
tho commodities in it. 

29.627. You consider the only tiill that should be levied 
ii one that would meet the cost of maintenance P — 
Yes. 

29.628. (By Mr. Rice.) Do you know whether an ob- 
jection would be raised to paying fur horses on entrance 
and not on tliose sold ? — Some time ago, at the fairs 
attempted to be held, tliere was some objection. 

29.629. Uo you know Bortiemy, where a horse fair is 
held ? — "Yes. 

29.630. How for is Bartlemy from here? — Seven 
miles. 

29.631. Doj'ou know that the custom there is not to 
charge except a sale is effected '? — I think the charge is on 
entrance. 1 paid on entrance myself there. 

2.9,fi32. (By the Commiitsioner.) Do you agree with 
Mr. Cotter in that observation, that it works l>cUer tu have a 
cUoj'ge on entrance uiul not on the sale? — 1 would say it 
ai'uiiU a good deal of disputes and is more satisfactory, and 
no disputes about the swearing. 

29,6(i3. Vou have heard of no undue delay being caused 
in entering the fair green? — I have not. 

29,634. Have v<*u any suggestions to make? — Some 
])eople selling fowl and butter on some occasions say the 
acoominmliktion is not sufficient; that they have not sitting 
acitoimnodation, and if the day is wet they are crushed 
about more or less owing to the sitting accommodation in 
tile market. 

29,63.5. Did you ever hear any complaints of the system 
of lorestalling in the fowl market p — ^o. 

29,63(). I'lie buyers going out and meeting the farmers’ 
wives coming in in the morning? — No. I have not lieard 
any complaints. I belic\'e the sellers get the best price for 
their commodities, but whether they sell in the market or 
out of it, that is their own interest. 

29.637. Yon have uot heard of the system of forestalling 
being resorted to in any commodity P — I have not.' 

29.638. [By Mr. Rice.) la there any means of ascertain- 
ing the current price of any comhiodity except hay and 
straw ? — I do nut know there is. 

29.639. Do not yoa think it would he desirable if the 
country people knewitp — I think it would be well if a 
record of the prices was kept. I often buy commodities in 
the centre of the week and wait until the foUou’iDg Satur- 
day to get the \irice, unless I go to Mr. tCellihcr. It would 
he well to keep a record of the commodities sold. Some- 
tiuies people in the country send in commodities to the 
ehopkeeiiers and may not call for the money for a week or 
fortnight. Tliey wish to know the prices current on that 
day, and there is a difficulty in finding them. 

29.640. Hare you any other olison'otions to make ? — 
No. 


Colonel Charles 

29.641. Do you concur in the observations of 
Mr. Mannix and Mr. Cotter ns to local au^orities ob- 
Wning control over the market rights and tolls P — ^The 
™rs are conducted very well, and us long ne Mr. Brisco 
bves there need be no change. 

29.642. Apart from any feeling for Mr. Brisco, on the 
prindple of giving market control to local authorities, do 
you thii^ they would be worked better and to the greater 
satisfaction of the public P — It is a rule all ovei‘ the 
world that public markets should lie held by jiubllc 
bodies. 

29.643. You think youraelf the united efforts of the 
gentlemen oumpoaing a hoard would tend to better 
mins^enient, and the people would have better oppor- 
hinities of bringing furwurd any complaints they would 
bare to make P — As lung as Mr. Brisco lives be will give 
peat satisfaction, liecause I really think he has done a 
great deal for the last 30 years. 

^.644. Have you any e.xperiencc of other fairs P — Yes, 
a great many. 

levied on the animal actually 
loldP—Yea. It ie a great mistake. 

„ You approve of the system adopted here P — 

t'Crtainly; you get accommodation for your cattle, and 
everything is satisfactory. 
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Dsakb examined. 

29.647. You think the other system causes confusion 
and delay P — Yes, and rows. I have often seen men say, 

“ I did not sell them,” and a man would soy, ” You take 
‘‘.them out unsold, and I will give you the price so os to 
'■ save the toll. ” 

29.648. You think also the proper ulace to hold the 
fair ia on a fair green P — Yes, properly kept and properly 
divided. 

29.649. You disapprove of the system adopted else- 
where of bolding the fair on the public streets or public 
thoroughfare ?— Yea. It is most objectionable. 

29.650. Have you any suggestions to offer os to what 
you think w’ould tend to the improvement of the market 
and fairs P — I think it ought to be properly macadamised, 
because sometimes it is verj’ muddy. 

29.651. Did you ever hear any objections from the 
buyers that they have not been able to try the cattle in 
consequence of the ground being soft ? — 1 ucver heard 
any objection, except that sometimes it ia a little muddy. 

29.652. You never beard objections that the ground 
was not hard enough to detect any fault in the cattle? — 
No. 

29.653. (To 3fr. Brisco.) Do you clean this fair green 
immediately after the fairs? — Yes, whenever it wants it. 
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A mao from the farm u ordered never to leave anything 
there. 

29.654. Did they ever represent that au advantage would 
be gained by having the ground somewhat harder, so that 
in wet weather the grouna would not he soft ?— rhere are 
three«fourChe of the land grown over, and that is hard. 
There arc some parts a little soft ; it was very low when 
I took it. Tiiere was a pond of water all the winter in it, 
and I had to drain it at ve^ large expense. It is naturally 
springy, but I have raised it up a gr^t deal. 

29.655. (By Mr. Bice to Colotiel Deane.) Have you heard 
any complaints that the cattle ore exposed on wet days in 
the fair green P — No. 

29,666. There are no sheds for the buyers aud sellers 
of cattle on wet fair days P— No. 

29.657. (Mr. Cotter.) I have heard complaints hy farmew 
selling cattle that they had to remEun a long time in the 
fair on a wet day without any sheds, 

29.658. (Coionel Beane.) It would be an impossibility to 
do it. You would have your rates lOe. in the pound if 
you went to cover in the wliole thing. 


2f).<!5!). (Mr. Caller.) I mean shelter for a cert^ pto- 
portion of the buyers and sellers. ^ 

29. 660. (Mr. Rice.) Tliero is a matter in connexion with 
the butchers’ stalls that has been certified by medical men 
as not satiafuctory. Mr. llrisco has attached to his shambles 
a slaughter-house. The victuallers have deserted the 
shambles, and scattered themselves through the town 
but attaciied to the shambles the accumniodafion for 
slaughtering was attended uith i>laccB, such as water- 
closets and privies, that arc an abomination, and sometinies 
the exudation is eoraething frightful. 

29.661 . Tho butchers throughout the town have slaughter- 
houses of their own P — Yes. 

29.662. Is tills accommodation of Mr. Brisco’s availed 
ofP-Yos. 

29,66^1. Has it been certifioil unfit for health P It is the 

very entrance, and it oxistoil anterior to the jiossing of 
the Towns Improvement Act, and cannot be removed 
unless tho oommissionors proceed by injunction, but they 
are so economical they do not wish to take proceedings • 
but that is really a nuisance. ’ 

29,664. Are there any fanners here P — Yea. 


Mr. Thomas Whelan examined. 


29,666. You are connected n-ith the farming interest P — 
Yea. 

29.666. Have you sold your stock at fairs where.tuliB 
were levied only on the animal sold P — I have. 

29.667. Do you disapprove of that arrangement, and 
do you approve of the one exieting here P — I do not. 

29.668. You do not approve of the arrangement in 
Fermoy ? — I do. 

29.669. Although in this case the charge is levied on 
you P — Yes. 

29.670. In the other case it was levied on the buyer P — 
Yes. 

29.671. (By ftfr. Rice.) What the Commissioner wishes 
to ascertiun is, which do you prefer, the case where the 
buyer pays on the sale alone, or where the seller pays on 
entrance, whether he sells or notP— I prefer to have the 
charge made on entrance. 

29.672. (By the Comndastoner.) That is when accommo- 
dation is given to you P— Yes, because I have been in 
other fairs where thoe Is no accommodation, and it is 
very disagreeable and cattle ate in danger. I Irat a beast 
at one of these fairs and could never get any good of it 
afterwards. 

29.673. Where was that ? — Not for from here. 

29.674. What ate the nearest fairs you have to Fermoy ? 
— About six or seven miles off. 

29.675. Within what radius would you say the stock is 
brought to the fairs in Fermoy P — Generally between six 
and eight miles. 

29.676. And the marketable commodities P— The same 
distance. 

29.677. At the fairs in Fermoy have they got the system 
of luck-penny P — Yes. 

29.678. There is also a luck-penny on the sale of pigs P— 
Yes. 

29.679. Is there any fixed chatge retained by the buyer 

out of the contract price between the buyer and seller P 

They generally charge 6d. on each pig. 

29.680. What on bonhams P— I cannot say. That is a 
matter understood between buyer and seller. 


29.681. On cattle is it left to tho disposition of the 
eellerP — Yes, whatever the (lerson would be pleased to 
give ; but it is a compulsory thing, like on pigs when they 
stop the 6d. 

29.682. Is it always loft to the disiiosition of the seller P 
— Yes. 

29.683. In the cose of cattle the contract price is pud, 
and the seller gives the luck-penny, but in the case of pigs 
it is retained by the buyer? — Yea. 

29.684. Siipiiusing you aro aelliiig a boost, do you, when 
asking the price, ever consider the amount of luck-penny 
^u are to ^ve when the sale has been effected? — 

29,635. It never affects in any way the price of the 
animals P — No. I do not see any dispute about it. 

29.686. Did you ever put on the price you would ask 
for the animal the amount of the luck-penny you wonld 
subsequently give the huyerP— No. A man might} it is 
free to pocket, and then there is no luck-penny. 

29.687. In timt way the amount of the luck-penny is 
considered ; that u when the sale is free to pocket ?— ^e 
In^-penny is customary as a general rule. The usual 
thing is Is. on the beast and ild. for sheep. In the regular 
sales it is never taken into consideration. 

29.688. Does much dispute arise os to tlie amount 
of the luok-pminy afterwards P — > I did not hear any 
disputes. 

29.689. Have you any remarks to make as to the 
charges levied either at the markets or fairs P— No, 1 hare 
not. I am very pleased. 1 am satisfied, and, so fiir as I 
can see, the people are very well pleased with how the 
markets and fairs ate conducted liere. 

29.690. Did you over hear any complaints made by the 
firnners P — Well, I did not. 

29.691. [Col. Deane.) There is not finer accommodation 
in Ireland for a horse fair than here. 

29.692. (Afr. Brisco.) There were two English buyew 
here ; one said there was very good accommodation and 
the other said it was the beat m Ireland. 


Mr. Wii. JnpFat£8 examined. 


29,693. Do you concur in’ tbe observations of Mr 
Whelan P — 1 do. 

29,694 Fully P — ^I do. 1 know the markets for the last 
30 or 40 years. I think they are a great deal better 
conducted now than then. 

29.695. Do you bring any commodities here yourself P— 
1 do. 

29.696. Do you and the other farmers think it is always 
better to sell marketable commodities in the market 


bulling; that is, where tbe market is concentrated on a 
particular spot instead of indiscriminately about the public 
thoroughfare P— As a rule it is. 

29,^7. Do you think you can get a better price f« 
different commodities P — As a rule it is better sell in to# 
market place. 

29,698. The eggs, butter, fish, liny, and straw 1*^ 
about tbe streets at present. Do you think it would be 
better if there was a rule restrictiDg the sale of these 
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commodities elsewhere tliuri in the market building, or 
woald Tou leave the producer free to go where he pleases P 
—I should like to have all in one place. 

29,(39:/. (iVr. Cotter.) If a fanner brings in a imsket of 
butter or fowl, and sells them at a prhuii: bnuse. 1 do not 
think that should be interfered with, but where they stand 
in the street and remain a considerable time they should 
go into the market. 

29.700. Do they go oruund From house to house with 
goods for saleP — les, 

29.701. Have these hawkers licenses P — No. They 
bring the butter fresh from the country. 

29.702. (Mr. Burke.) The state the fairs and markets 
were in here before Mr. Hrisco took them was the most 
disreputable in the world. 

29J(U, The town commissioners were not established 
then P— No. 

29.704. ^ hat class of body had you regulating them? 
—A bad class. TTiey (the maikets and fairs) were dis- 
reputable to a degree ; nothing could be worse, and for 
that reason I used all the innucnce I could to induce 
Mr. Brisco, who had l>eea in a large business hei-e prior to 
tbst and had retiied, to take them on hand. No man 
could have done more for them. 1 do not think ho is 
ever absent from fair or market, and the public generally 
have the greatest confidence in him. 

29.705. Is there e(iual confidence in tlie men he employs P 
—Yes. 

29.706. (Mr. Britco.) I brought four times as much 
business into the town than there was lieforc. Having 
got such a good name, the last fair I went to a man and 
ssked him where he came Irom, and he said he came from 
Doneraile. That is 1-1 miles, and he bi-ought pigs here. 
When thev come to Fermoy they know everything is 
T^Ur and sure, and the buyers come from all districts. 
Inerewasno seed oats market before I undertook it, nnd 
1 brought it to perfection. It became so overwhelming 
that people came from within four miles of Corl^ and 
people Kom the neighbourhood come here who never 
came here before. ! know myself farmers within three 
miles of this went to Midleton sooner than come to 
Fermoy before I took the markets and fairs, but all now 
come here, and there is not one of them dissatisfied with 
the way things are carried out here. 

29 . 707 . [Mr. Rtce.) I urn afraid Mr. Brisco has lent his 
services so zealously to the improvement of the fidrs that 
you cannot get an adequate successor for him, but the 
town commissioners, of com'se, ore naturally anxious to 
develop the resources of the town, and they have already 
cost on them a great many surious i-esjions bilities, now 
that they are severed from the county and have the 
replug and m^tenance of the rujds, the clcansinR of 
the town, and the paving. '1‘here are two matters which 
thw consider very much in their way. Feraonally, there 
is not a single commissioner but will speak very highly of 
Mr. Brisco. What is nrowrly due to him ore the great 
markets here yearly, which contributes, no doubt, to his 


own advantage. The lighting of the town, an old relic 
from past times, is monopolised by on individual too, and I 
need not see how disadvantageous it is to the town com- 
missioners and the public that they liai’e not control over 
these matters. I need not say a collective body would be 
bound to make statutory returns of the scale of prices and 
have an auditor to look over their liooks and superintend 
the accounU. That would be an interest and great 
advantage to the public. The commissioners at present 
supply a good deal of water fMm a great distance from the 
town, which is another serious burden on the ratepayers, 
and it is only natural they should have cast on them the 
dev'elopment of the entire resources of the town, the moat 
material of wlueh are the fairs and markets. There is a 
sort of divided authority with respect to some fairs. The 
butter market is undoubtedly successful and continues to 
be a success, especially since the railway opened up a large 
blitter country, of which this is the centre. The reason 
they did not succeed in former times was, because thers 
was some sort of iliviilnil rcsponailiility between the owner 
of the market and the commissioners then. Then again, 
the fairs certainly failed for some reason, that is the horse 
fsir, hut it is now taken up again. 

2.9, 7 OB. [Mr. Burke.) There was a drawback when the 
horse fairs failed, and that whs because uf their being no 
passage direct from the rood into the fields, but Mr. Brisco 
lias succeeded, at expense to bimself, in getting the pass^e 
which was not there before. 

29.709. (ilfr. Rice.) At all ei’ents, there was some sort of 
dhrided wsponaihili^. I saw the pa|>er signed by the 
nhoir.'nan of the town commissioners promotiug theliorse 
fair, and tlie butter market was taken up by them. It 
would he most advantageous and desirable to the promoters 
of these that they should have all the responsibility cast 
on them. 

29.710. (Afr. Burke.) Mr. Rice has refeiretl to the gas 
questiuu. That carries ns bock a great many years ago, 
when there was no gas in the South of Ireland, except in 
Ckirk and Limerick. I induced the then owner to come 
from London, and but for that we would not have gas 
hai'u at all. In the same way I induced Mr. Brisco to take 
the (airs and markets, and I believe I never did an act 
which reflects more credit on myself and benefit to the 
town, than in securing the services of Mr. Brisco. 

29.711. (TAe Conimissioner to Mr. Rice.) Have you got a 
town magistrate ? — No. We have two ex-magistrates, and 
three or four aspirants to the otfice. 

29.712. Have the town commissioners any corporate 
property ? — No ; only what they acquire from the rates. 

29.713. (To Afr. Kelliher.) Have you got a schedule of 
these charges erected in the market-place or fair green ? — 
No. 

29.714. Did you ever bear complaints that the meu 
under your charge have levied other thau the ordinary 
chai'ges, or that thoy have extorted from the people t* — 
never beard any complaints. 

A vote i>f thanks was accorded to the Assistant-Com- 
missioner, and the inquiry terminated. 


Y 0 U G H A L. 


With reference to my inquiry in Youghal on tlie 3rd Januai’y 1S89, 1 beg to report 
8B follows; — 

Toughal is a maritime town situated in the county of Cork- It is the terminus of the 
ioughal branch of the Great Soutliern and Western Railway line. The town is of 
some importance, and is apparently well built. The trade is fair, but the exports are 
chiefly in agricultui’al produce. A board of town commmissioners administeiH the local 
affairs. The population, is 5,826. 

The market day is Saturday. The fairs are held on the third Monday of each 

month. ^ 

The markets and fairs are toll free, but at the former a weighing charge of Id. por 
sack of potatoes is payable to the owners for weighing them. 

Yy3 
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Tlie market rights belong to the town commissioners. A cbartei* dated 22nd Decem- 
oer 1609 (7 James I.) authorised the old corporation to hold a W ednesday and Saturday 
market, and fairs on the feasts of St. Luke and Ascension. Th.e present fairs, there- 
fore, are held without any express authority. It appears about twenty-five years ago, 
the ti’aders of the town established monthly fairs which wore held on the first Monday 
of each month, but two years ago it was found that fairs^ held in the adjoining towns 
interfered with the success of those in Youghal, and accordingly the town commissioners 
altered the latter to the present days. 

The authority of the Local Government Board was not obtained for this 
alteration. 

There being practically no charges, no toll board is erected, and the weighbridges 
are the properly of private individuals in the town, who weigh for hire. 

In accordance with my instructions, I have inspected the market and .faira 
places. 

Previous to 1876 the fairs were held in a field just outside the town, the property 
of a private owner, but he having signified his intention of demanding a toll, the 
town commissioners removed the fairs to the present site. They are now held on a 
wide piece of reclaimed land on the coast at the end of the main street, from which it 
is separated by a wide pahng. Although it is said to, afford ample space accommo- 
dation, cattle are occasionally sold on the portion of the main street immediately 
adjacent to the green. The surface of the latter is somewhat soft, and in inclement 
weather should be inconvenient to travel and drive cattle upon. There are no pens,- 
shelter, or other accommodation provided. 

A weigh-house and machine has been erected in the centre of the green by a private 
trader, with the permission of the town commissionei’s, mid where loads of different 
commodities are weighed. 

The markets are held principally on the market square, a wide portion of the public 
thoroughfare, outside the courthousej but partly through the streets of the town. 
The square is of good extent, and at one side a large and substantially built market- 
house, has been erected by the town commissioners within the last two years. It is 
divided into two sections. In the smaller one general commodities, such as butter, 
vegetables, and milk, &c. are exposed for sale. In the larger section potatoes are 
weighed, and exposed for sale. This section itself is formed into two divisions. In 
one the weighmaster weighs the potatoes at a beam and scales, and in the other 
division twelve small beams and scales are erected, at which potatoes are weighed 
for retailers by some women. The charges received by these women are apphed to 
their own use, and are at the rate of 2d. per barrel, for which the baiTel will be 
weighed into as many draughts as may he reqiiired. 

The fish market-house is a substantially built and lofty building, situate in a bye- 
street. It is flagged thereout, but it is not availed of by the vendors of fish, except 
for storage purposes, which they obtain gratuitously. The fish, like the other 
commodities, is sold in the market square. 

Appended will he found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

John J. O’Meaua, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Dublin. Assistant Commissioner. 


Youghal, 3rd January 1889. 


ifr. JAifis J. O’Shea, Town Clerk, esamined. 


29,715. You are the town clerk of Yoiighal P Yes. 

29,716 When was the commission established P 

Alxmt 1830, -under the Act pj«bed in 1828, the ninth of 
•George the IToarth. They -were contemporary with the 
late corporation until 1840, when the reformed Oewpo- 
Taticin Rin waR passed. 


20.717 Are yon the sanitary autliority ?— We 
Tindar the Public Health Act. 


aro, 


29,718. Did the property of the old corporatioii 
become vested in the'to-wn commissionP — ^Yes, in 
1840. 


29.719. Have you epnfcrol over the market rights and 
tolls here?— Yes, since 1840, Wo got them up from 
the late corporation. ' ■ 


29.720. What markets are hold here P — There is the 

uaaal market every wook ou Saturday j that is^ the 
principal day. • 

29.721. I suppose markotableconimodities are brought 
in each day in the week P — ^Yes- 

29.722. But Saturday is the principal market 
"Yes ; and the I'airs are held every mouth, on the whx 
Monday.. 

29.723. How long has that monthly fair been esto- 

hlishcd^ or do you remember yourself when there 7^ ^ 
smaller number chon the 12 faii^ ?■ — ^No. It is about 2 
years ago. . , . - • 

29.724. Who was it established them P — I 
late Mr. David Lea, of Portlewis, -who ho-ughb the 
of the Duke of- Devonshire, in this district. -I 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton 1 ibrary Digitisation Unit 
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



o59 


29 72S. The; were not at that period belong^g to 
the corporation ; they did not exorcise any control over 
them P— Ko. I do not think there need lo be any lairs 
in the time of the oorporalwn. 

. -29, 726- "you think, then, when tho monthly fairs were 
established 25 years ngu, that that was the lirst occasion 
on which fairs were hSd here P — Yes, monthly fairs. 

29.727. Bnt were thoro some other fairs hold hero?— 
There were some old fairs hold two or throe days in tho 
year. 

29.728. Were tolls OTor levied at these alfairs? — Ido 
not they wore. I am not sure. Theao faire were 
held in a field ontsido the town, and the faii-s were 
brought into the town in VS7&. 1 could not say whether 
tolls osed to be charged when the fairs were held on tho 
^Id. 

29.729. Who brought them into tho town? — Tho 
town commiaBioners. 

29.730. Where ore they hold at present? — They are 
held through the main street at tlio northern end of the 
town, and through a yard, and Dolphin’s square, the 
property of the town commissioners. 

29,781. Prootioally they are held on tho public 
thoroughfare P — Yes. 

29,732. And have boon held thei-o since 1876 P — Yes. 

29.735. When they were bi-ooght in do you know if 
there is any record of any considoratiou boing given to 
the gentleman who owned tho field? — 1 do not think 
tiiere was. I think when the Hon. Jndge Little 
pnrebaaed the place ho required some tolls, and X 
think that was the reason they were brought in. 
Mr. Lonehlin, a commissioner, tolls me that th^e Hun. 
Judge Little, having bought tho. property, wanted to 
obarge some tolls for the field. That is why the fairs 
were brought into the toSvn. The commissioners wore 
desirouB to give' a free fair and hot ohorge any tolls, 
because it would bo an inconvenience to ^e public to 
have tolls charged, and that is tlie reason they were 
broaght into the tnwii. 

•29,734. The removal to the town was not opposedP — 
ITo, it was not. 

29.735. Wharo ai-e tho markets hold ? — Outsido, on 
the market square. 

29.736. Outside the com'thousc ? — Yea. 

29.737. That is the public thoroughfare, too P — Yes. 
*9,738. Have you any market buildings hero?— We 

have. One baa boon erected lately by tho urban 
sanitary authority. 

29.739. That is the largo building op]H>silo ? — Yes ; a 
one-storey building. 

29.740. Is it uaetl for weighing puriiose-B, or do they 
expose commodities inside ? — They expobe commodities 
ioside and weigh also. 

29.741. What was the coat of erecting this building? 
—Up to the present about 5u0i. 

29.742. Gould you eoRregato the amount and give me 
the particulars of how you expended tlint 500k P — I 
could afterwards. We boiTuwed '1-50/. from tho Govem- 
meat, ns an urban snnitai-y authority, lor the pur[WKO 
of building this hops©, and after putting np the thing 
^p^blio competition we found the contract price was 

29.743. Was this amount expended sololy for market 
purposes P — Solely for moi'ket purposes ; and the Com- 
TuUaionerahave applied for a smiplemontal loan of 1501. 
to complete tho whole thing, it is not oompleto yet. 

29.744. Have you paid hack anything out ot tho 5001. P 
•-Wo have, two iustnlmentB. 

29,746. How much remains due P — There remains 
due 3931., that is up to tho time I lost mndo up tho 
accounts. 

29.746. What is the instalment yon pay ? — 121. 2s. 3d 

29.747. Half-yearly P— Yes. 

29.748. On what toi'ins have yon this loan? — For 
years at 34 per cent. 

29.749. What was the doonrity for that P — The rates 
under the Public Health Act. It is well to have it 
stated thaf^ although this money is borrowed by the 
town oommissioners, they are relieved from portion of 
the loan by the harbour board, which is a separate and 
exclusive body having its own revenue, so that the 


ro%'enuo to pay tho interest of tho market house js-not 
dfii ived from tbo revenue under the control of the cem- 
missionei's. Thei'e is an agreement como to, that the 
harbour board holding an office in portion of market 
boQKC. Therefore it is that the commissioners are not 
liable fur the whole of this intorcst. 

‘29,7.50. I Buppaso you have sub-let portion of it to 
the harbour uommissiouers ? — Yes, and it is intended 
that tbo harbour board shall contribute some portion 
of tho loan, yearly, ns rout for this office. 

29.751. Have you provided this market house with 
beam and scales ? — Yes. 

29.752. Have you made up the particular of the 
capital expenditure tho commissioners have hecn at in 
providing snehP — 500/. I have taken as the capital 
expoiiditure. 

29.753. For the building and the scales ? — Yes. 

29.754. Have you got a weighing machine P — No ; 
ouly the ordinary beam and scales. 

29,7,'i5. If fanuers dosiro to ascertain the weights of 
loads of hiiy, whci'O can they ascertain thorn ? — There 
are two private weighing manhiacs in tho town, and 
tbu 3 ‘ hii-e thorn out. 

29.756. What do they charge lor them ? — I think 2i. 
or 3d. a load ; X think Id. for loads of turnips, and 2d. or 
?d. for loads of hay. 

29.757. Is it Id. a ton P — A painy a load tor turnips* 
sometimes a loud is only half a ton. 

•29,758. Hivvo you any rules erected in this markee 
place, or regulations to ho observed P — No. Tho market 
IS in its infancy so far as the hnildii:g is concci-ned. Tbo 
uumniissioners are abiding their time to son what will 
be iiecosaai’y beforo they Tiinko rulos. 

29.759. When was it first opened for public use ? — 
About 18 mouths ago. 

39.760. Where were the markets held previous to 
that P— On the open square. 

29.761. They had no shelter accommodation at all 
there ? — No. 

29.762. Were represeutations made to the commis- 
sionei's to prondo such, and did that Icadto their action 
in providing it ?— No. I tbiuk it is due to Mj-. Longhliu. 
We always felt, for 40yeai’s, the want of a place for 
goods and mfroliandise, but under the ninth of George 
the Fonrtb which is a veiy worbbli-ss Act for public 
control, we were obliged to woit becanse we could not 
raise money to build a market hou.<!e while under that 
Act. Thou Tvo bccaiiio the urban ^a^ital•y authority 
nuder the Ihiblic Hcaltli Act, and it ivas only then wo 
got legal power to borrow. Directly wo became tbo 
saiiitaiy authority we vailed of tho powera under the 
Public Health Act carry out what could not bo 
cavriod out for 40 years before that. 

29.763. Do yon know tho charges levied at tho 
market house? — It is voluntary; Id. per sack for 
weighing potatoes. Yon see this charge is voluntary, 
bi'raiiKC they can go to a private yoi’d if they like. 

29.764. Is it Id. jier sack no matter what tho com- 
modity isP—Yes, l<i. for 12 weighte, 16 weights, or 
20 weights. 

29.765. Would it be the same ctaigoi-noorn ? — ^Tbcm 
is not hing else weighed there but potatoes. 

29.766. Is there any batter brought in ? — Butter is 
sold, but there is no charge. 

29.767. Does tho man in charge weigh butter for 
them P — Ho doc.s not ; that is conducted by privaln 
parties. It is only brought in small quantities. 

29.768. lu lumps?— Yes. As regards that, no local 
buyers make any charges on anything like that. 

29.769. There Is no rule restricting the oxposuro of 
marketable commodities olBowbcre than in thiB market 
place ?— Thore is not. 

29.770. Tho farmei^s are free to go whore they will 
and dispose of their goods? — They are; and they do 
sell other tliinga from house to house. 

29.771. As a matter of fact, do they avail themsolvcs 
of tho accommodation offered iu the market P — They do. 

29.772. And they expose commodities there? — ^Yes, 
potatoes principally. 

29.773. You levy uo standing rhaxgcs or stallago 
charges ?— No. 

Y y 1 
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?9,774. It is ft froe market-hotiBe P — Yes, with the 
exception of the Tolnntary liZ. for the accommodation 
of the scales. 

29.775. Blit they can go elsewhere if they like P — ^Yea. 
"When tho potatoes are sold in email quantities they ftro 
weighed at 12 small scales which are there since tho 
time of the old corporation. They arc supplied by tho 
commissioners, and kept by some old widows, and 
they charge tho seller for weighing potatoes. 

29.776. Do tho receipts go to those people ?— Yes, to 
the old women, 


Thomas Hahtnbtt examined. 

29.777. You are weigh-master to the commission P — 
Tea. 

29.778. Do you always weigh the potatoes or do they 
he often sold by bulk P — I only wei^ on market Jays, 
when a person would come to me- 

29.779. Do they always buy and sell potatoes by 
weight or do they sometimes sell them by bulk P — Yesj 
by bulk. 

29.780. Do you know the charges these old women 
levy P — Twopence a barrel ; that is ft Toluntary charge 
also. 

29.781. Is that for weighing small quantities P—Yes. 

29.782. They would divide a barrel into 20 different 
weights, and charge 2d. for doing so P — ^Yes. They 
wonld weigh it in stones and half stones. 

29.783. These are for the use of the retailers r — Yes. 

29.784. ‘When yon weigh potatoes, down to what 
weight do yon weigh ? — 2 lbs. 

29.785. Do you weigh always down to 2 lbs. ? — Yes. 

29.786. So that if a sack of potatoes contained 
1 0 stone 2 lbs. yon would ascertain that weight ? — ^Yes. 

29.787. Do you weigh tho empty bag ? — No; that is 
left to the buyer and seller. 'I'hey allow 7 lbs. for the 
sack when the potatoes are weighed, and they dednet 
the 7 lbs. ont oi the payment. 

29.788. Do you give a ticket denoting tho weight ? 

I do when they require it. 

29.789. You do not charge anything for the ticket? 
—No. 

29.790. It is ft printed form?— No; it is written in 
pencil. 

29.791. Do yon keep any record of the quantity of 
potatoes you weigh there ? — I return the money to 
the clerk. 

29.792. Do yon keep a block of the ticket you iseufl 
when they reciuii-c it P— No ; no more thmi the money 
I return, which is the account I keep. 

29.793. You do not weigh butter P — No. 

29.794. Only potatoes ?— Only potatoes in sacks. 


Mn. Michaei, Loughlin, Town Gommissionor, 
examined. 

29.795. Do you think that the system adopted here iu 
Yougbal of having tbe markets free is better than 
having the exposureof the commodities ooucentraLed on 
one place and a small charge levied for tho accommo- 
dation afforded P — Yes. 

29.796. Do you think does it tend to increase the trade P 
—I consider the present state of the times, and con- 
sidering tbe infant state of the market, it wonld be kept 
back in prosperity if we were to put tolls on it. I con- 
sider, on the other hand, if the markets should become 
prosperous, we should levy tolls and concentrate the 
business and merchandiso in one suitable place. I 
think if the commissionei-s bad the power this moment 
they would nob be disposed to levy tolls at pre.sont, 
because there is great depression in the times here. 
We are depending altogether on agricultural produce 
Etieh aa-potatoes and corn. 

29.797. Com is brought into the town?— Yes, iu 
large quantities. 

29.798. It goes to the merchants stores P — Yes ; it is 
taken directly to the stores. This is one of the most 
importart seaport towns, and exports more than any 
seaport town in Ireland ; and if a small sum was levied 
on each bmrel of oats it would be a large rsveppe. 


29.799. Do you think such a charge would act 
deteri-ont on the people in bringing the supply tLl 
would otherwiao bring m P— I am afraid it would. ^ 

29.800. Have you lind oximrionca of other towna 
wbero tolls are levied P— Slightly. I have of Dnn 
garviin. 


29.801. Do you think the exaction of a toll affeots tha 
trade or restricts it in anyway in that place ?— I believe 
iD does not. They have rival mcrohauts there, and eood 
demand. I lioliovo it would alfuct it here where tod 
have inorohanla that arc not very much, I . 
half-poimy a bavrol, as I hear them say, would iuflueaoa 
thorn greatly. 

29.802. I take it no conl.vol is oxerciaod by anvbodT 

over tho faii-s P — Wo have no logoi control. ^ 

29.803. No person oxorci.Hos any control P — None 
whatever, except tho commiHsiouers keep the place in 
order, and try to kcop tliu place clean and prevent bjiv 
dtitnago being done to the cattle by removing anything 
daiigerons, such ok glass or bottles, and in a suitable 
way to carry on the fairs. They Icee]) the place clean 
and regular for (irtiflic. 


29.804. Is there much additional expense incurred 

in cleaning tho streets after tho monthly lalre P Very 

little, because there is a staff always kept here. We as 
commissioners niidor tho nineth of Goorge the Ponitb, 
wore obliged to keep the streets swept and cleaned onr- 
selves at the expense of tho ratopayei-s, and this roTncfi 
into tho work of tho staff. Any deposit loft after the 
fftii-s is mostly left on the main street, and it comes into 
the work of tho staff without any additional men being 
employed, ami then tho manuro is procured by the 
town commissionerH. who soli it ; so I do not thint 
thtj Mrs cnoato any additional expense worth noticing. 

29.805. Do you think tho maum’e acts as au equivalent 
I'or any expense incurred in cleaning the street P— I 
lioliovo to a groat extent it does pay. 


29,806. (Z'o tlte Town Clerk.) Did you ever make such 
a calculation yourself P — I think the actual cost of 
cleaning the yard is not much. 


29.807. I am not talking of tho actual coat, hut the 
additional expense incun’od iu cloauing on account of 
the fairs being held ou tho public thoroughfare, because 
you must ueceaearily clean nhem, whether the fairs are 
held or not P — There is a yearly contract made with 
iho cleaner of tbe streets, and Iio gets so much; tha 
contract goes by competition between him and others, 
and, as a matter of fact, tbe highest man gets it, and 
then bo makes tho most of tho manure and the cleaning 
of tho streets, but outside tho granting of tho contract 
it has nothing to do with the Oommissioners. 

29.808. (Z'o Mr. Loughlin.) Do you think the streets 
arc tho place for fairs being hold, or do you think it 
would toud to improve them materially if a fair-green 
was provided ivith propoi- imn and shelter accommo- 
dation in it P — So far as my own personal experience 
is oouceviied I wonld rather havo the Ihir situated by 
itself and away from tho stroot, hut I must tell yon 
that it is tho gtmoral dosiro of the people here, and on 
husiuoHS grounds absolutely, that the fairs should be ^ 
hold on tho street. It is the general desire of the 
commissioncr.s ; it is the general desii'c of the shop* 
keopors, and all ; and i think that desire arises from 
want of prosperity in the town. They wish to brag 
trade to their doorH ; but from n sanitary point of vieir 
and (Jvcrthuig olso I 'would like to havo the fair isolated 
from tho shop doors, bub tho people, from the state of 
tho times, wish to brine ovorvthine ns near the shops as 
possible. 

29.809. I would like to ask you a qncstiou applying 
to markets and faira gcuovnlly thoughout the country. 
Do you think whore markets rights nre exercised that 
the control of the markots and fairs should be vested 
in tbe local authority, if any such exist, and not vestM 
iu and controlled by a private individual P — I say 

so i'ar as my opinion goes, they should be vested in a 
local authority with superior control. 

29810. You think there should be some controlh’ng 
influence over the local authority ?--Yes. 

29,811. "Why did you Jbrm "the opinion that the 
immediate control should be vested in a local authoi^/ 
— Because the lyoal authority knows the wants of th^ 
locality and the wants of the community, and they o'* 
not look to their own interests ; they look to the ppbhc 
weal more than private interest. A private 
hss nothing in view except his own private interest) 
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while the local body have the pnblic inleieali, and it is 
not money-making will be their interest. They will 
work to increase the traffic and to benefit the locality 
and town. 

29,812. It is yoar opinion that compuhiory power 
shon'ld be given to local authoritieri to acquii-e rights 
throoghont the country ? — Certainly. 1 think it is 
alMolnteiy necosaaiy for the progress of our dillbrent 
localities. 


Mr. Tbokas OosGGitovE, Town Commissioner, 
examined. 

29,818. {WUiiesi.) With respect to that 1 agree with 
Mr. Loaghlin on that point. Yon cannot scatter the 
ftBT up to every man’s door. There aro places sot 
apart, and this fau'-groen is there. Sometime ago 1 
advocated and carried at the oommissiouers to have it 
here ; at the samo time it was not considered advisable 
to go too near the qnays. 

29.814. Do yon think a fair-green is the proper place 
to hold a fair. Do you think if the animals were 
concentrated on one spot that tho buyers would have 
a better opportunity of seeing the different class of 
animals than travelling all over the town f — I say, 
absolutely against >ay own interest, that it is. 

29.815. — Have you heard the farmers or the buyers 
diBcuBsing itP — 1 have. Public mceting.s were held, 
and all assembled there cany out this fair business, and 
then we changed tho fair day, hut I conid not see 
where a public fair could be held except wboro in tbc 
place it is. 

29.816. I Bupposo custom has allotted off certain 
streets for each class of animal ? — No ; tho place is 
limited. 

29.817. Yun were ou the Commission when the 
monthly fail's wore established P — Yes. 

29.818. Whan was thatP — Wo niado the change, I 
think, abont 18 months ago. I remember fairs nlwnt 
25 years ago, and they wore hold on Judge Little’s 
ground. 

29.819. What faii-s were hold there p — Cattle fairs 
and every fhir. 

29.820. On what date.s P — I think the first Monday of 
the month as far as 1 remember. 1 cauuot go beyond 
20 years. 

29.821. They were held at that period on the first 
Monday of the month P — 1 think so. 

29.822. They were aubaeqnently changed P — Yea, 
about eighteen months ago or two years ago, to the 
third Monday. The fair in Permoy was hold on tiie 
first Monday of tho mouth, and that was found to iotor- 
fere with the attendance hero, and so tho commissioners 
here ohauged to the third Muudiiy. 'J'he change baa 
proved prosporous. 

29.823. Do you oonsUlor it is ubjectiuuable that tliere 
J8 not some ooutrol over the inorkota and fairs in 
Ireland to prevent market aubhoritioa from fixing dates 
for holding markuts and fairs which would tend to 
materially mjuru tho noighhuuring fairs. Por instance, 
you found that the Fermoy I’aii-s which wevo established 
^ the first Monday of tho month alVcotcd tho fair held 
h^ on the same tlato P — I maj’ tell you 1 fonnd that 
c^go woe mado by a certain gcutloimui who had the 
Moolute tolls of tho fairs in Pormoy, and it was his 
own personal interest and tho change materially injured 

X am not going to mention his uame. 

^,824. I am sorry you were uot at Fermoy to hear 
the moat eloquent expressions iu his favour, and every- 
oue seems satisBod with his management, but do you 
®ean to say that when the fairs wore establishod iu 
^®™oy that fnrnierf. in the immediate uoigbbourhofid 
of Youghal went aud exposed their stock in Fermoy and 
travelled that distance P — Well, I think, within a certain 
rwos they did. It intcribred with our fairs when tnis 
Otou w was made there, but I think it was as regards the 
attenoance of tho buyei's, and not tho supply. 

. 29,825. [Mr. XeuphZtn.) With reference to the obangs 
“ me fairs, it seems to me immatcriah It is an 
It occurred in this way. that a new fair was 
got up in Castlemartyr, and that is portion of tho 
l^son for tke change which was to oountoraot that fair 
|»c*u» there were too many fairs in the looality. There 
isoneinKilleaghwitliinscvon miles of this, aud monthly 


fairs ill Midleton 16 miles away. Then netween 
Midleton and Silleegh they wanted to hold a fair in 
Castlemarl^. It was considered that would injure tho 
existing fairs if the new fairs were held, and thera was 
a strong feeling in the localities against these, aud part 
of the reason, I do uot say it is the whole reaaon, but 
partly to oonuteract this new fair, we changed the fairs 
here to the third Monday of the month. You see the 
first Monday is filled by Killeagh, the second by MidJe- 
ton, and the third Monday was the inteadea day in 
Castlemartyr, and we changed to that day to counteract 
that fair. 

29j826. When the alteration was mode, did you 
obtain the consent of the Local Government Board P— 
No. Our fair is got up liy feeling the waut of it in the 
locality. It is custom more than anything else. 

29.827. [To Ifr. Cofijrow.) What species of animals 
do they bring to the fairs. they bring horses P— No. 
We sought to establish a horse fair four years ago, and 
it failed. 

29.828. Arc the pigs sold jon the cattle fair day, or 
havo you a separate day P — Tho same day. 

29.829. Cattle, sheep, aud pigs, I suppose, are the 
principal animals brought inp — Yes; and the placo 
where ihe fair is held is the most suitable in tho 
toivn. 

29,880. Is it a widening of the street P — ^Thero is 
portion called Dolphin square. It is portion of tho old 
beach filled up by the rubbish of the town. Oousidcr- 
nble ground has been made there for tho last 10 ycaa-s, 
aud it is widening every day. 

29,8.31. (3fr. Loughlin.) I may say this fail- is not 
hold on the street. It is ulf the eti'oot altogether, but 
the main etroet is outside that It is nearly the end of 
the town, and the main etroet there is occupied for 
three or four hundred yards by the fair also; out ^o 
pigs ore sold on the street. 

29.832. ['I’o Mr. Cotgrove.) Do you concur in the 
opinion expressed by Mr. Loughlin about local autho- 
rities aci|uiring the market rights and working them iu 
the public interest? — Not exactly. I think that already 
local authorities have in their own way compulsory 
authority to cairy out the husincss; more than that, 
they are’ subject to the veto of the Local Government 
Board. Thoy have absolute power already, and no 
greater power to my lights could be given thou they 
have. 

29.833. What compulsory power do you cousider thoy 
have at present P — I would say they iiave every power 
to disoliargc all duties. 

29.834. Suppoaiiig there is a local authority iu a town 
in which tbc market rights are vested in an individual, 
and that body is desirons of |;ctting control, there is no 
compulsory powor vested in the local authority to 
acquire tlieae rights? — It does uot apply to this town, 
bcoanso there is no person having control of tho market 
buildings. Wo uro the owners of the place ourselves, 
but I would Buy this much, it would he an advantage 
where it does uot apply exactly, as I believe there are 
towns where there ore pei's.ons taking tolls. Wo Uke 
no tolls at all hero; ai the same time I am prepared to 
suggest to 3'uu as regards this town iudividiialty that I 
boueve some tolls should be put on. I will not say in 
tho market geueially, but iu tbc market Loniic. That 
market house bus been built lately, and tho money has 
beeu got from tho Local Goverumunt Board, and there 
the market is going free. We have gone to the expense 
of npwanls of 50W. Well, I would not like to put on 
a tarifi' that ivould be injurious to the trade of tho towu, 
hut I say it is obsui'd to be paying 49Z. a year to the 
Local Government Board, and nothing chai'ged to 
anybody. 

29,885 You do not think it tends to develop the 
markets and directly to increase and materially afl’eot 
the prosperity and trade of tbc town ? — Certainly not ; 
as regard this place I would not he fur putting auy 
charge on the general cattle market. 

29,836. Do yon think if a charge was levied it wonld 
tsnd to depreciate the supply in the market, or should 
the people avail tbomseives of the market premises 
through necessity ? — I would be rather chary in ex- 
pressing an opinion. I wouid not bo fur charging 
anything on the cattle, becanse we want to foster the 
cattle market, but in the market building 1 would bo 
for putting on some tariff to meet the money wo pay 
for it. 

Z z 
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29.837. Did yon oror biow a, case whore a lavmor 
liviuK in Permoy preferred to como here to Youghul 
where the fairs ore toll free than to go 

where tolls are levied ?~I must oonacientiouBly state 
1 could not give a cose, but the fair is largely patromsod 
lately, and it is an increasing fair. 

29.838. The YoJghal fair P—Tes. 

29,889. Is there nmoh of the sun'ounding counta’y in 
tillage P— No, it is not by any means- a tilloge country. 
I may tell you that I have a great knowledge ot 
Permoy and the whole county of Cork, and I say while 
we have an excellent fair here the country is poorer 
than when yon get into it, bnt the country is richer 
about Permoy. 

29.840. Is it all pasture land around here, or wMt 
percentage of the acreage would you say is in tillage ?— 
1 could give no idea, but driving around I have fo^d, 
ns you are very well aware I suppose, that this 
Ponsonby estate is a desert. Most oi the people are 
going out of it, and that in itself is a heavy elemont 
against the benefit of the town of Youghal. We hope 
soon to see it come to a conclnsion. I in my own way 
sometimes cbive 20 and 30 miles in my own oai’, and 
I know Permoy and the whole county of Cork, but 
Permoy is a better country than this, and the land is 
richer ■, bnt we are doing very well as regard.s the fairs 
and markets here. 

29.841. Would you say that the unfortunate oimim- 
stauces that have occurred in connexion with tho estate 
which you have mentioned have materially affected 
the markets in Youghal by placing a large area of land 
out of cnltivationP — ^Yes, I must confess that; and I 
must confess, too, as a merchant in the town, it is a 
serious injury to us, because they have pub out of 
occupation a thousaud people there. 

29.842. (Ifr. Loitqhlin.) It has iujui-ed us in this 
way, that the tra^c carried on on all the Ponsonby 
estate in corn and othei' produce was caiTied from 
Youghal, and is nob now exported from or consumed in 
Youghal, and the result is that for the last two years 
while the business (the tenants combination) is going 
im, although some of the fkrms are worked by other 

J ieople, the produce has gone away entirely in another 
lirectiou. There is none of it coming into Youghal. 
Another thing with reference to theso people working 
these farms under the Land Corporation, all their 
supplies come from another direction, while the tenants 
who were there before received all their supplies out of 
Youghal, and brought all their stuff into Youghal. 
That is substantially the cause of why the ti'ade hero 
is injured, and tho business people have been materially 
injured Ijy what has occurred on the Ponsonby estate. 
I was reared myself on the Ponsonby estate, and the 
best lands on that estate are worthless to Youghal or 
the ti-ade of Youghal, There is a portion of it in the 
occupation of the tenants, and worked by the people 
themselves, and there is a portion of light gi-ouncl to 
the north of the town where they owry on thoir com- 
munications with Youghal m brfore, but thoir traffic 
does not amouut to a^tbing like that of lio portion 
taken up by the Laud (Corporation. 

29,843. (Ifr. Cosgrove.) In fact, the place is bniTon, 
and I may take the liberty of making a saliont remark 
which ia that I liope soon to see tho matter Bet(ded,'nnd 
settled, not alone here, but elsewhere, when there are 
plenty of mereliauts and people and shopkeepers who 
would actually supply those people (t^ tenants) with 
stock and everything else, that ia, if there was an 
arrangement or settlement, and they were safe in doing 

BO. 

29,844. Have you any suggestions to make as to 
what you think would tend to improve the markets 
and fairs, and are there any amendments in the present 
law that you consider necessary P— Well, I think I have 
no suggestion. I cannot see my way through it. Ido 
not see I have weight enough to make any suggestion 
beyond this, that I know the thing is going on very 
well. I have a feeling over this maiket house that has 
been newly built. I believe, and maintain it, that some 
reasonable chargd should be put upon the public. 

29,845. Wheu you say charge ui»n the public. I 
suppose you mean a charge on tho people who avail 
themselves of the market house only ; in other words 
to make the market building Beff-supportin'*' ?— Yes in 
order to try to discharge tho debt to tho Government 
.^r that debt was discharged. I would be for settiiur 
\he market Irce, and charging nothing. ^ 


29;8l-(i. {itr. LimgUin.) IWiug thoro may be 
iuiHai)()rohousion on tho point, I wish to say that w 
not pay 491. a year in roapoot of tho market house. 


any 
e do 


29,817. What ia tho average interest payable P_Wa 
have only to i)ay half of- that hocausc the harbour 
board, which is a separato body with a separate revenue 
pay tho otVier half. ’ 


Mr. Jamks O’Shea, tho Town Olork, re-esamined. 

2fl,8(IS. (TTiiinflss.) Tho total expenditure on the 
market is ^l. odd, iinduding tho carotakei-s wages. 

29,8-l'9. Givo mo tho total oxponso you are at in 
connexion with tlio raarkota horo. What is the 
weighmastov’ii sJiliiry P — It is 7s. a , week. I may 
soy roufjhly tho oxpeudituro is 42i5. a yoar ; there 
241. 4b. lid. the two half-yearly instalments of the loan' 
including principal and intorest, and 18Z. a year to the 
weigh-maator. 

29.850. Mr. Harnett is tlio only official you have 
engaged as woigh-mastor P — Yes. 

29.851. What arc your ToooiptsP — Practically ml. 
There was a pound for weighing sinco the market was 
opouod. 

29.852. Por tlio ontiro period P— Yes. Practically 

thoro is no revenue. 

29,858. (Mr. Cosgrove.) I hoai'tily protest against this 
markot-houBC boiug cluvvgod iij»n tho poimlatiou of the 
town while thej' are roc’oiviiig nothing, and I say in 
common honoaty something should be charged and paid 
by tho counhy {looplo. 

(27ie Commieaiomr.) That would ho a matter to 
disoups at tho town commission board, bnt it is a 
matter I cannot help you in. 

29.854. (J7te Town, Olei'h.) I should toll you that the 
avoiugo expenditure foi- three years on the fair field has 
been 28Z. 

29.855. By tho commiaeionora P — Yes. 

29.856. That ia for levelling and repairs? — Yes, and 
advertising. 

29.857. Is this ground yon have reclaimed? — ^Tes. 

29.858. Is it enclosed? — Tlioro is a poling around 
it. 

29.859. Have yon any suggestions to offor as to what 
you think would tend to tho impi’ovomont of the 
markots and fairs? — I think it would bo well worth 
the while of the conimissionorB to put up pens in 
the present fair field and make a smtul charge for the 
inaiutenauco uf this. It would ho a couvonienco to the 
farmers biinging in thoir caftlo. I also think it would 
bo only rcasonalilo to jjut a mnall toll on the potatoes 
sold ill the markut houso, just suffioiout to cover the 
cost of maintaining tho ImildUig. 

29.860. Aro yon of opinion that if chargos are levied 
at markots or iaii'S they should bo such as would only 
cover the actual oxjioiulituro ? — Oertainly. 

29.861. That no ]>volit sliould ho derived P — ^No profit. 
I do not think any roaaotiahlo chargo would affect the 
markets or fairs iii the slightest. 

29.862. If in return for these chargos accommodation 
is given?— Yob. 

29.863. Is there any amondinent in tho law relating 
to market rights that you would suggest, or rather, do 
^u concur in the opinions of Mx. Cosgrove and 
M^Lougblin about giving powors to local nubhorities ? 

29.864. Do yen think yojirsolf, from your experience 
as town clerk and yonr c'onne.'ciou with publLo- bodies, 
th&t the united efforts of tho sevoral gentlemen con- 
stituting tho'boiu-d would tend to better manage™®®* 
than when the rights ivro in the bands of private 
individuals P— Undoubtedly. 

29.865. Wbat rates havo you horo P— Tho rate under 

tho niueth of George the Fourth ia of a peculiar 
character. It is a Is., 9d., or 6d. in the accoi’dingto 
the different valuations ; and 6d. in the £ sanitary 
rates. ■ ■ - 
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29.866. They aye the only ratoa P — ^Yca, and we have 
uo power of levying tnsoB on a valuation under 51. 
'ITiey go free. It would bo well worth the while of 
the commiSBioners to adopt the Towns Improvement 
Act. 

29.867. Have they nover discussud the advisability 
of adopting it ?— Mr. Loughliu has I vied once or twice. 

The inquiry i 


22.868. {Mr. Zoughlin.) It is uuder the cousiderntiou. 
of tho bua^ already to adopt the Towns Improvcmeut 
Aot. It is a thing very much needed. 

29.869. Is there any other gentleman *.rho wisbcB to 
give any evidence or make any snggentionsP — Ho 
anawei-. 

on terminated. 


RATHKEALE. 


With reference to my inquiry in Rathkeale, on 5th day of January 1889, 1 beg to 
report as follows : — 

Rathkeale is an inland tovra in the county of Limerick. It is a station on the New- 
castle branch of the Waterford and Limerick Rail-way line. The trade is chiefly retail. 
The local municipal government is administered by town commissioners, and the 
population is 2,549. 

The markets are held on Tuesday. The fairs on 7th January, 7th February, 10th 
March, 4th April, 22nd April, 8th May, 1st June, 10th June, 17th July, 4th August, 
26th August, 18th September, 15th October, 4th November, 18th November, 13th 
December. A pig fair day previous. 

Tolls are. levied at all the fairs, but at the markets weighing charges alone are 
levied. No rule exists in the market compelling all oommoditios to be weighed at the 
public scales. 

A toll board is erected, and a weighing raachino has been provided capable of 
weighing cattle. 

Ibe marlcets, rights, and tolls are the pmperty of Mr. V. Pigott, of Capard, Rosenalls, 
Queen’s County, but he lias them sublet by lease, which was made some years hstek. 
The witnesses were unable to give mo the pnrtioulurs ur all the terms of the lease, but 
I ascertained that it was made to the then chairman of the town commission, and 
the parish priest of the town, for a certain term at the yearly rent of lOOZ.. with a 
condition that after payment of all expenses the profits should be applied as follows : — 
One moiety to the town commissioners for the benefit of the town, and the other moiety 
to the parish priest for the benefit of the Roman Catholic church in the town. The 
surplus is, however, at present applied, -with the consent of those representing the 
lessees, in the reduction of the debt incurred in the erection of the gasworks of the 
town, and of the new market premises. Three patents appear on the public records as 
having been granted for Rathkeale. The first is dated 5th December (6 Jame.s I.), 
and authorised Sir John Dowdall to hold a Thursday marxet, and fairs on the Vigil 
and Feast Day of Annunciation (25th March), Assumption (15th August), and Nativity 
(8th September) of the Virgin Mai-y, and two days following each. The second is 
dated 2nd August 1611, and re-granted to William CuHum two of the foregoing fairs. 
The third is dated 1st March 1781, aud authorised one John Pigott to hold a Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday market, and fairs on the 1st June and 
18th November. 

The fairs on the 22nd April, 4th August, and 4th November -were established about 
16 years ago by tho town commissioners. Those ou the 7th January and 8th May 
wero established about 25 years ago, and the remaining fail's on the 7th February, 
10th March, 4th April, 1st Juno, 19th June, 17th July, 25th August, 18th September, 
and 15th December wore, it is stated, held for a long time previous. The markets and 
fairs held under an express grant from the Crown, disclosed by the Public Records, are 
the Tuesday market, and the fail's on the 4th April, 1st June, 25th August, 18th 
September, aud 18th November, and those not held under such express authority are 
the fairs on 7th January, 7th February, lOtli Moi’ch, 22nd April, 8th May, 19th June, 
17th July, 4th August, 15th October, 4th November, and 13th December, and the 
pig fairs. 

In accordance with my instructions, 1 have inspected the fairs and market places. 

The fairs are held on the public thoroughfare and throughout the streets of tho 
town, which are not very wide. There is no accommodation whatever provided other 
than what the shops and private dwellings afford. Off the main street there is a square 
space, where all the standings on fair days are concentrated. 

The markets are -partly held in the market-yard, and partly on the public streets. 
1^0 rule exists restraining the exposure of marketable commodities elsewhere than in 

7.y. 2 
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tte market-yard, and the conae<iuence is some commodities are hawked around the 
town by the vendors in order to effect a ready sale. The market-yard is a. square space 
off the main road adjacent to the court-house, and of fair dimensions. It is entirely 
enclosed, and approached from the roadway by two largo gato entrances. A row of 
sheds, timber-roofed, is erected on each of two sides of the yard, and under which 
marketable commodities are weighed, butter in one portion, and potatoes, com, and 
wool in another. A weigh-bridge and office are also erected in the yard, and on 
market days the centre is generally, occupied by small baskot-staiidings, for which no 
charge is levied. 

The practice also exists here in levying a standing charge of Is. off each cartload 
of bonhams (small pigs) brought in on fair days, and if the pigs are subsequently sold 
an additional charge of 'M. each is levied when they are leaving the fair. 

Appended wiU be found a transcript of the evidence take]! at the inquiry. 

JOHN J. O’MEARA, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Assistant Commissioner. 

Dublin. 


Rathkeale, 5th January 1889. 


Mr. Stbfezk Caset (comi clerk) examined. 

2y,870. Ton are the town clerk of Bathke^ ? — ^Yee. 

29.871. When was the commisaiou established here P 
— In 1856, 1 thick. 

29.872. You ere working under the Act of 1854 P — 
Yes. 

29.873. I belicTC Mr. Pigotb, of Kosinals, is owner of 
the markets, rights, and fairs that exist here P — Yes. 

29.874. He is not in the immediate receipt of tuiy 
charges P — Ho moro than the onnn^ rent. 

29.875. To whom has he them leased P — To the arch- 
deacon and Iho toirn commissioners. 

29.876. Hare you got the particulars of the lease ? — 
Ho. 

29.877. Do you know the date of it P — No. 

29.878. Bat it is leased to tho Aruhdoocon of £ath- 
kcalo and tho town cumtnisaiouers P — ^Yo-s. 

29.879. At what rent P — 2001, fc year. lOOZ. a year is 
paid, but 2001. is the reserved rent. 

29,880-1. What is the berm ? — J ccuinot say the term, 
bat 1 think it is for 31 years. 

29.882. You do not know what year the lease was 
made ; ;^on could not giro me any idea, orthe nuezplred 
term of it P — ^No. 

29.883. Over and above tho rent, the prodls deiived 
from the markets and fairs are to bo applied— a moiety 
to tho Archdeaoon and a moiety to the town commis- 
sioners P— Yes not to him personally, hut the Arch- 
deacon holds in trust for the improvement of tho 
ohnreh. 

29.884. The town commissioners, I presume, have 

their ovm moiety in trust for the benefit and improve- 
ment of the town and the reduction of the rates P 

That wae the intention, but the chairman for the time 
being transferred his rights until a certain debt was 
paid about the gns-house and butter market and some- 
thing in connexion with the church. 

29.885. Up to this tho town commissioners have 
derived no benefit whatever from them P— No benefit 
whatever. 

29.886. 1 presume that moiety that was to go to the 

town commissioners is applied otherwise in the reduc- 
tion of some debts contracted on behalf the markets P 

Quite so. It is applied to the reduction of debts and 
things got up for the improvement of the town. 

29.887. These are the gasworks P— Yea, and butter 
market. 

29.888. Who has control over those at present, orwho 
is managing them P— I am noting -manager of them at 
present. 

29.889. Wbat is the market day here f — The weekly 
market is held on Tnesday. 

29.890. Has the market always been held on 
Tuesdays P— Yea. 


29,891. When aro tho fiiirs held P — Once a mouth, 
and some of them twice. Tburo ore 16 in the year. ' 

29,8k]2. (rive ino Iho dates of thomP — The 7tb 
JanMry, tho 7th Fobrunry, 10th March, 4th and 
April, 8th May, 1st and 10th June, 17th July, 4th and 
25th Augnst, 18th Septombor, 15bh October, 4th and 
18th November and 13th Dooombor. I wish to observe 
that tho pig market is hold tho day boforo the fair in 
each case. 

29.893. Do yon romombor when there wore less than 
16 foirs held hero P — 1 do. 

29.894. Woru any of thorn ostnhlisbcd recently P— 
Most of these now fairs were established by the com- 
missioners ; four of thorn wore established by the 
commisionors. 

29.895. Whioh fonr P— Tho 22nd April, 4th August, 
and 4th Novombor. Tbi-oo I think that were eats- 
blishod. 

29.896. When wore thoso cstablishodP — Pome 15 or 
16 years ago. Tho 22nd April fair was originally held 
on the 24th April, and we changed it to tho 22nd. 

29.897. When did you ofl'oct that change in the April 
fail’ P — About two yoars ago. The commissioners and 
people saw it clashod with other important fairs, and 
then, to make it moresnooessfal, tho change was made 
at tdic instance of tho archdeacon principally. 

29.898. The other 12 fairs wero hold for a length of 
time previous P— Six of thorn wero put on some time 
before that again ; originally thoro were only seven 
fairs. 

29.899. Gould you toll mo tho sovon old fairs P—1 
could not toll you. They wore n long time iu existence. 

29.900. When wore tho other six oslablished P — Abont 
25 years ago, or 80 yoars. 

29.901. What six wero there? — I could hardly tell 
thorn. 

29.902. Could you toll tho month? — I would say 
Fobruary and tho 4th April wore old fairs; the 1st 
June, itch July, l.^th Angoat, 18th September, and 
13th Deoembor. 

29.903. Tho other six wore established about 25 years 
ago P— Yea. 

29.904. Wero the seven old fairs held for any great 
length of time, or do you remember having heard at 
ono period there wero less than sovon fairs held?— I 
have no idea. For genorations I board sovem fairs were 
held there. 

29.905. Are tolls levied at present at all these fairs P 
— ^At all times and all fairs. 

29.906. You do not romombor any fairs being toll 
free P — Never. 

29.907. Where are tho fairs held P — On the atreeto. 

29.908. Are tolls levied at the markets P — No ; only 
a weighing fee. 

29.909. Are the charges at the fairs only levied on the 
animals aotnally sold when they are leaving the fair P 
'—Yes ; there are no charges coming in. 
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29 910. Aud at tbe moi-kotB the onl^ cborgcE lertod 
jre wbea the serrice of weighing is performed ? — 
res. 

29 911- there any compulsory rule existing iu the 
mwket requiring all comraoditifs to be weighed at the 
ajwket soiilos P— No. 

39 912. ir ft farmer lirings in marketable eonimudit iua, 
be iB free to go where bo pleases P — Yes. 

29,013. What market buildings Imve you hero?— A 
large yard and sheds onclosocl, weighing oflloe and 
lever, scales, and weights ; several sets of scales. 

29 914. Ib the market enclosed ? — I’nrt of, it is enclosed. 
There are covered sheds around, and the floor is flagged. 

29 915. Is tibia ywd ofi' the public thoroughfare P — it 
U off the street— off the footpath — at the head of the 
town. 

29.916. Who was it provided it oripnally P — The com* 
mitfteaera, and that is pniij of the liability tho tolls are 
going to pay offot present. 

29.917. Whore didyou got tho capital to buildP — Wo 
raised money. I think it was by private Bnbacripliou ; 
a certain number of the commissioners joined together. 

29.918. It is none of tho municipal fundP — No; it 
it is not paid out of tho rates. Part of tho tolls are 
going to pay off that at present. 

29.919. What was tho original amount raised P—1 
think the whole amount came to about 3001., but 1 
know we bad to pass u note for 1681. in the bank. 

29.920. How much remains unpaid? — 801. 

20.921. 'VTbttt was tho per-contago P — Six per ooiit. the 
bank cost. 

29.922. Was it from tho National Bank ? — No, but the 
Munster and Leinster Bauk. That was tho lime monoy 
was ton per cent. There wore special adv’untagos given. 

29.923. The charges at tho lairs and likewise tho 
markets were applied to tho redaction of this debt, and 
the other moiety wont to tho archdeacon ? — 

29.924. Ai'ohdeoeon Hnlpin interposing P — No. I hold 
my moiety by deed from the original leusoholdor. 

29.925. Was that the predecessor ofMr. Pigott ? — No ; 
bat Ur. Pigott leased lu Dr. O’Haiilou, then chairman 
of the town coiiimissionurs, and bo applied his mojety 
for the parposc of duiug some works, some works tho 
town coromissionors created, and he lent his money 
himself to pay fur thoBO works. After his deatli the 
town moic^ of tho lolls wont to ]Mvy his family the 
money ho expended ; so when this moiety was paid ofl' 
tho lease was mode over to mo Ibou for tho Eamo 
purpose, but with my su]H!rioi''spermi3sion 1 consented 
to nave my moiety go for tho present with the town 
moiety to liqui^tc tho two largo debts for tho bnttor 
market and gas-houso. When tho debts are paid 1 
revert to my own moioty, besides by loose, h old by right 
for the church. 

29.926. (T/*e C(«H«ua*ir»Kir to i£r. Ctuoy-) Have you 
made out the particnhvrs of the vocoipts from tlie market 
rights and fairs ? — I am not long acting manager ; it is 
only tentative os far as I am uoncoruud. 

29.927. Who looks after the fluanoes? — After evory 
fur tho net proooeds ate lodgod in tlie hank. 

29.928. What particulars havo you mode out P — I am 
only rirtnally in cliargo for tho last few months. 1 was 
superintendent before that. 

29.929. Do nofyou keep any record of the receipts P — 
Ibare. 

29.930. Havo not you had a record previous to your 
aanagement?— No ; none. 

29.931. Did not your predocossor keep a record? — He 
^ but 1 do not know what way it was, I did not get 
it. Ill fact, we tried to hunt soino statistics for yon 
and could not Bud thorn. 

®>932. What are the receipts ? — Prom tho 17th July 
1687 to the I7th July 1888, that is ouo year, the 
aowiint reached up to 4161. l+». liZ. ; from the 17th 
•riy 1888 to the oObh Deoemhor last, past — that is a 
owf-yaar, the receipts were 254Z. 2s. Id., making a total 

of0l?U6*.2d. 

W,9M. Are those the gross i-eocipta from tho markets 
uid fairs and all soorces P— It is the amount lodged, less 
‘M expense of the men. Tho not amount is lodgod 
Pftyiftg the men ; but there are other expeimes 
WBioes the expense of coUeotion that are not stopped. 


2d,933i. What are these P — Alterations and stationery, 
rout, income Inx, old rates, and other things. 

20,9.34. What is the aotnal rent at present? — The 
octnal rent at present is 1001. 

29.935. Wlioii did yon get tho abatement P — I sappose 
about a year and a half ago. It was in contemplotion 
a long time before that. 

29.936. Could you tell mo the men yon have engaged 
in connexion with the markets? — We have a weigh- 
master. 

• 29,937. What is his salary P — 20L a year. 

29,938, He looks after the markets P — lie looks after 
the weekly markets. 

2i),939. Is ho the only mau engaged P — We have two 
special men on market days to givo assistance, but they 
are only for part of the year. 

29.940. AVhat do you give those two assistants P — T 
suppose abonb 4s. 6a. a week. 

29.941. Each? — No; for both. It is only for a short 
time of the yeftr. 

29.942. How many toll gaps havo you at the fairs?— 
Six. 

29.943. How many men do yon have geuorally at 
each P — Three at some. 

29.944. How many altogothorP— It comes to 67. each 
fair to pay them. 

29.945. That is 961. a year for collection at the fairs 
atone P —1 put down the expense in a roiieh way at 210L 
a year, stationery and other things and the taxation 801. 
a year. 

29.946. Is that the valuation or taxation P — Tho poor 
rates on it this year came to 581. 6s. 8d. 

20.947. What is the valuation P — 2001. 

20.948. How much in the £ does the total toxo- 
tion amount to, or what is tlie umoant of consolidated 
ratos P — The poor i-ate is 5tt. in the £, and the coonty-cess 
came to 201.8s. 4d. for the two levies. Between rent, taxes, 
aud everything the expenditore amounts to 3001. a year. 

29.949. Could not you give me the poundage rates in 
tho town ? — ^The poor i-ato is 5 b. in toe £ ; the county* 
cess 2s. 4d. ; the town's improvement into a shilling 
nnd iiicamo tax 7d. in the £. 

29.950. Havo you any railway guarantees to pay P — 
No. 

29.951. The rent you pay U over and above all deduc- 
tions ? — Yes. Since be gave the abatement all taxation 
is paid out of the receipts. 

29.952. As yon are tho town clerk, could you tell me 
wore any roproBcntationB ever mode to the town com- 
missioners to provide a fair green, and remove the fairs 
off the public streets P — No. The people would be 
opposed to that. 

29.953. Do tiioy think that the streets, tho public 
thoroughfare, is the proper place, and the more con- 
venient to hold tho fairs than iu a properly enclosed 
fair green? — It has done very welL 'they havo the 
tmde of the buyers and Bellors too. 

29.954. Isuppose for trade pnrposes they would put 
up with any iiioonvctiicnce caused to them P — Yes. 
Wherever I have seen a fair taken from tho town into 
tic foir greou it not succeed afterwards. I have 
soon sovoial instances of it. 

29.955. Do you keep ony record of the number of 
stock brought mP— No ; only tho actual receipts. You 
could not do it. 

29.956. There is no record of the average price of 
these animals at each fmrp— No. 

29.957. Do you keep any at the markets ? — We keep 
nothing, only the receipts. 

29.958. When you weigh the commodities do not you 
give a ticket in return denoting the weight P— Yes. 

29.959. Do yon retain a block of this ticket ? — Yes. 

29.960. In that way yon keep a record of the quantity 
only’woigbed ?— Yes, and I make up the price. 

29.961. Is this market always availed of by the 
farmers P — It is. 

29.962. Or do they expose their commodities else- 
where in tho town ? — Some do. 

29 963. There is no restriotion in that respect P — No. 
29,964. Have you any staii ling charges at tho 
markets or any stalls P — tfo. 

Z 7,3 
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29.965. You receive uo rentB P — No rents. 

29.966. Kindly tell me the different marketable 
comnioditiea brought in here on Tuesday ? — Butter. 

29.967. la it always roll- butter that is brought hero ? 
—Firkin and lump outter. 

29.968. What other commodities? — Hay, straw, and 
oats. 

29.969. Are oats the only description of corn brought 
tioveP — Wheat generally goes direct to the mill; tho 
outs is the only thing sold. 

29 970. What else? — Wool, and sometimes potatoes, 
bnt not to any approoiable extent. 

39.971. What other commodities ore brought P Are 
vegetables ? — No. 

29.972. Aw vegetables brought in al>out the town on 
Tuesday ? — They are, and a great deal of these commo- 
dities nro sold aud weighed at private scales. 

29.973. Are vegetables brought around the town? — 
They are, and bought about the town. 

29.974. Is fish brought bore? — It is bought around 
the town. 

29.975. Turf? — The some. 

29.976. Are any animals, pigs, or calves brought in 
hero on market days P — No. 

29.977. What charges do you receive from butter? — 
A penny for each firkin — each firkin and lamp ; tliat is 
the -weighing fee- 

29. 978. Snpposing they bring a firkin into the town 
must they bring it to yom* place P—All butter bus to 
go as a matter of oourse into the market. It would not 
be bought in any other place except odd lum]». 

29.979. Supposing they brought a firkin into tlio 
town and sold elsewhere than tho market pinoo, would 
voo receive a poimy if it camo to your knowledge ? — 
The buyer would not bny if it was not weighed lu tho 
market. 

29.980. Supposing a firkin was brought into tho town 
and sold to a shopkeeper, aud it uarao to your know- 
ledge, would yon seek for your ohnrgo? — ^No caau of 
that l^d came under any observation. 

29.981. What return do you give for nho ponuy ner 
firkin you receive ?— We weigh the butter. 

29,9&2. Do you strip it P — ^Not os a rale. Wherovm- 
it is required by tho buyer, it is weighed, marked, and 
a ticket givou. 

29.983. I do not suppose yoa classify the liubter P 
— No. 

29.984. Docs the cooper brand tho taro ou the firkin P 
— No. The tare is asked and set oat in the ticket. 

29.985. Kow do yoa ascertain tho tore? — We put 
down the name of the owner, tho weight and taro, and 
then he is responsible i'or it. 

29.986. Do you always estimate the tare then P — Wo 
gat it from tho farmer. If it is not the exact thing bo 
IS responsible. 

29.987. You rely on what the producer tells you for 
the lai-e P — Yes. If it ia not right tbo liuycr sends us 
word, and we put our hands at oueo ou the man, and 
tho buyer is recuapud for the differouce, 

29.988. Did yon ever see them -weighing butbor 
there? — Yea. 

29.989. When weighing a fijldu of buttor what is tho 
smallest weight pub into the scales. Do yon weigh 
down to a pound P— Yea. 

29.990. When you are wcighiug I supposo you give 
a oust af the beam ? — Wo weigh it very esact. 


2M01. la lbol.u'8 whioli the prodma,. 
of ttm only < oihiotion f,-om tlio gi'oaa weight aacortaiS 
by you P— Tliiib is tho only dodiictiou. 

29.992. Is thoro any deduction marie for 8oaksi,«n. 
pickle P— No. Tho only dednetion is the tore. ^ 

29.993. Does that include ooiy salt or pickle about the 
butter P — It includee everything. 

29.994. Does it difl’er materially from the actual 

weight of tho firkin if woigUodP— lb is only the actual 
weight of tho fivldn. ^ 


29,995. For tho snakago in tho firkin or pickle about 
tho batter docs tbo buyer loBo that ?— Yes ; that is for 
himsolf to BOO. 


29,990. Do yon ohnrgo a ^oiiny for each lump you 
•weigh uo mottor wbat the weight would be P—Yes. ^ 

29.997. If a poimd of buttor is brought in and you 
woigli it yon obargo a penny P— Yes j but they do not 
bring suoh small quuutitiee as that. 

29.998. If thero w'ci'o twenty pounds in a Inmp 

brought ill you would charge a pomiy likewise?— Ya^ 
or for forty or one hundred potmus. ’ 

29.999. Dn you give a ticket P — ^Yos. 

30,009. When you receive the charge P — Yes. 

30.001. Is it always Hold before lioing weighed ?—Ii 
ia goueraliy sold boforo it ia weighed. 

30.002. If they bring in a quantity of firkms and 
could not diMposo of thorn have you any atonwo 
accommoibitimi P — Wo have largo shocla. 

30.003. Do you store any butter ? — It does not be left, 
It is geiiomlly nearly all Hold. 

30.004. What would you ohnrgo for storage ncoommo. 
datiuu P — Wo chnrgo nothing. 

30.005. Blit 1 KupiMwo it would lie at the prodacer’e 
risk? — Yofl, uerluitily. (lunomlJy they take home tho 
Imtter nnsold ivnd sund it on to Cork. 


30,000. Ou hay "whab iu your charge ? — Thine ixmco u 
load. 


30.007. Ou Btrawp — The aamu diai*gc for a load of 
anything, 

30.008. That ia only when weighed? — Yes. 

30.009. Do they ever bny a load of hay by bulk ?— 
Veiy seldom. 

30,010 If they did you charge uothingP — Nothing. 

30.011. WhoTo is tho liny exposed for aalop— In the 
market. 

30.012. 8o thou the market is of largo dimcnBiocBp— 
It is pretty fair ; there is a largo space outside it. 

30.013. Ou corn -what is your charge ? — K penny a 
bag. 

30.014. I supposo it 1 b a poniiy a luigiio natter what 
deacripiiou of com it is?— No matter what description. 

30.015. Do you -weigh tho ompty sack when weighing 
cornP — We woigli tho empty Back. 

30.016. You noror cistinuito Iho biro of it.® — Na 

30.017. Is t.ho notiial weight of the bug that yon 
curtain the ouly dodiiution from tho gross weight or b 
thoro auytlihig allowed for houimigo or damage r— Them 
is only the weight of ^u liog oil". 

30.018. .iViid it has Ihiou sold bofoio being weighed?— 
Yes. 

30.019. Do you give a tinkut for that P — Yes. 

30.020. Are those tiokots printed forms P — ^Yes- 

30.021. You havu none of them horeP — No, but I can 
got Olio for you. [Tko folltiviiwj iito the h’cfcets in «**■) 
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EATHKEALE BUTTEE MAEKET. 



Eao><> 

Address, 

No. of Ticket 

girkina of Butter. 

Gnoas Whiqut Tahe. 

Qrs. 


Wi£. D. I’OWER, Clerk. 

EATEKEALB BETTER AND GENERAL 
PRODUCE MARKET. 

day of 188 . 

WmnED DT Public JIahkht Lrteb. 

Per ^ 

To be deliyared to 


Load of. 



Signed, 

Clerk to Market Couunittcc. 


RATUKEALB BUTTER MARKET. . 

— 18S . 

Name , 

Address, 

No. of Ticket 

Pirkiua of Batter. 

Gboss Weibhi Tahe. 

Qrs. Us. 


Wm. D. POWER, Clerk. 

RATHKEALE BUTTER AND GENERAL 
PRODUCE MAEKET. 

day of 188 . 

WEioiniB BT Public Mabket Leybb. 

For ■ 

To bo dcllTorcdto 


. Load of 


EhfPTY CARS. 
Cwuj. Qrs. Lb.s. 

tVKIGnT. j 

Tons. 

Cwis. j 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 










Weigliing Fee, 

SigQod, 

Clerk to Market Comcaittee. 


30.022. Down to what weight do you weigh the com. 
Do yon oae the pound weight or the four-pound weight ? 
—The pound weight. 

30.023. Always P— Yob. 

30,02i. You give a oast of the beam P — Yes. 

30,025. What charge do you rccoire for weighing 
^IP— A cwt. and upwards, (5d., no matter what it 
weighed after the cwt. From 28 11 h. to a cwt.. 4d.i 
'“‘“J’28 lbs., 2d. The naaiatont of the market is here, 
and he tells me, in the case of wool, they put in the 
aali-pound, and in the case of wool only. 

W.026. Do you weigh the wool in its natural state ? 
we^h^ in the pack and the weight of the pack 

30,027. In weighing potatoes is the charge a penny a 


30.028. Do you put in less than half a stone in tiie 
scales P — ^We put in the pound in potatoes. 

30.029. Do you weigh the empty sock or estimate the 
taro P— We weigh the empty sack. 

30.030. What is the usual tare of an ordmory sack 
p — Four pounds is the general thing ; some bags 

are seven poauds, but four pounds is the general thing. 

80.031. You dways weigh it P— Yes. 

30,03-2. Yon got no charge on vegetahles at ollP— 
No. 

30.033. Or fish or egpP— No charge. 

30.034. If they como into this markot-yard with 
vegetables, eggs, fish, or any commodity, and erected a 
standing in it, or put down the basket in the yard, 
wonld you levy any charge ? — ^No charge. 

Z2 4 
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30.035. Do yoa permit that? — Tea. They do avail 
themeelvee of thiftt ; it ie only %o a email extent. 

30.036. They hawk about the town? — Yes. 

30.037. At the fuira have yon any etanding ehavgna. 
I aee here a large load of any description a ehiliing P— 
Yes, we '•barge that, but in fact we ao not inaiet on tho 
whole thing. We exercise a discretion and T am at 
liberty to do so. 

30,088. You have a list of tho charges, the tolls levied 
at the fairs erected for public inspection ?— Yes. This 
is a copy which I hand in. 

80,039. Witness then produced a schedule of the tolls 
of which tho following is a copy 


ScHEDULii of the Customs and Toils to bo taken at the 
Maiucets and Fams of UAtuiuiAiii. 


For each cow, bull or bullock 
, two year old 
yearling • 
calf 
sheep 
lamb 

slip (or young pig) 
horse mare or gelding 
genet, mole, or ass 
horse car load of slips 
genet, mule, or ass car of slips 
, soft goods standing - 
load of cabbagge plants 
hardware standing - 
load of any description 
, show booth or tent - 


8 . d. 
0 C 
0 4 
0 3 
0 2 
0 1 
0 OS 
0 3 

0 U 
0 10 
0 6 

1 0 
0 6 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
3 9 


30.040. 8o that when farmers are coming in, and 
when the charge is sought for from them, they aro at 
Hberty and in a position to see what is the actual charge 
on the public board P— .Quite so. 

30.041. Have you copy of the board at each gap ?— 
Yes. 


30, 042. I find here a cow, hall, or bullock, 6d. P— 
Yes. 


30.043. That is only when sold ? — ^Yes. 

30.044. A two-year-old, id . ; yearling, 2d . ; each calf, 
2d. : each sheep, Id. ; each lamb, id. ; and each pig, 
3d. P-Yes. 


charge uponP — Cabbage plants, soft goods, hardware 
and things of that sort. ' 

80.058. Yon have a general charge on each load of 
any description that would include everything ?— W# 
do not go to tho full extent. 

30.059. I want to know tho purticulars of things yon 
charge on P— What wo don-ally charge on is Boftgoaia 
cost clothes, and ])lants; wo do not charge on show 
booths. 

30.060. Supposing they bring iu a qnantiiy of apples 

in fl cart do you chavgo P — No. ^ 

30.061. Do they oroct small standings by placing a 
con])lo of boards on thoir cai-ts P — ^'fhey do, aW we do 
not charge anything. Often i)ooplo with cokes stand 
thoro, and wo do not charge them anything. 

30.062. Tho town coinmisHionars are not tho sanitary 
authority hoi’o P — No, tho board of guardians. 

30.063. Who cleans tho |)ubKo thoroughfare? The 

road contractor. 

30.064. Tho town commissioners do not perform that 
work P — No. ITiey have not adopted that yet. 

30,066. Have you hoard, in connexion with the Com- 
mission, that objections or complaints were mode of any 
doroliotion of duty on the part of the road contractor in 
not properly oloaning up tho public thorougWare after 
the ihir days P — No ; ho has an old man after the fair 
to clean it np. 

30.066. Did you overhear that any accidents happened 
from tho fact of thu fairs being held on the streets Or 
of auy injniry being doiio to animals or property?— 
No. 

30.067. Aro there clifibreiit stroota allotted off for 
oach spocios of animal, or do thoy intermix ? — They all 
intermix, but tho sullors have a special place for them- . 
selves. The only difl'oronco is tho horses ; they hare a 
special place for themselves. 

30.068. Whoro aro your gaps situated P — At esch 
crossing. 

30.069. Are thoy outside tho town P — On the verge of 
tho towu. They aro in tho town, but on the outekjrts. 

30.070. I suppose bosido thu last houses? — Yes. 

30.071. Yon have o number of men at each gap?— 
Yes. 

30.072. When tho animals ore going out do they 
inquire whether they aro bought or sold P — Yes. 


30.045. I see you have here a horse cartload of 
bouhams, la. P — Yes. 

30.046. Supposing they brought a load of bonhams 
into tbe fair and remained on the street with thorn 
you chm-ge 1». P — Yes. 

30.047. When thoy had sold and were returning out 
of the fair, would your men ask them whether thoy 
had sold the bonbams or not, and would yon levy any 
additional charge on the bonbams P — iJl cars with 
bonhams on tbe B({uare, on leaving tbe square, get a 
ticket, and they pay for that ticket. That ticket passes 
them out, but if they sell to other persons the bouhams 
have to pay going out ; the owner has to pay nothing, 
the ticket posses him out. 

30.048. The same thing applies if they bring in lambs 
in cars P — Tbe same thing. 

30.049. Each soft goods standing Is. Have yon 
actually a soft goods standing P — Very few. 

30.050. Yon have some P— Yes, cast clothes. 

30.051. Each load of cabbage plants P — Is. ? ^Yeg. 

30.052. Each hardware stand Is. P— Yes, each load of 
any description. 

30.053. If they brought in a cartload of turf would 
you charge 1«. ? — No. 

30.054. Did you ever charge on the turf P ^Nevor. 

30.055. This market-place which you tenntheaquaro, 

is it a widening of the public thoroughfare P Yes? We 

keep tho cars in a cluster in order not to inconvenience 
the other portions of the fair j we keep them there ofi’ 
the road. 

30,066. Supposing they brought in a load of turnips 
on the fair day on the squsj-e would you charge them ? 
—We do not ^large for any of these things. 

80,057. Gould you tell me the description of com- 
medities you actually charge on or give directions to 


30.073. Supposing they state they have not been 
bought or sold, do thoy jxjrniit them to pass ?— Yes. 

30.074. Supposing thoy doubt tho statement a mao 
has made, wnat course will they adoi>t P — They will-do 
their best to be satisfied, and thun lot them go. 

30.075. Do they over iiroduco a hook or paper to 
swear thorn P — Thoy do not ns a rule. 

30.076. Do they over iwk them to touch the toll 
board P — No. 

30.077. Aro tho mou in tho habit of carrying sticks? 
— They owry a stick ouch. 

30.078. Have yon over heard thoy have injured either 
theaniainls brought out, or tho owners of them P—1 
never hoard they injured any of them. There migbtte 
a little hesitation iu gobtiing out; a man wonli be 
trying to pass, and thoro may lio gentle rcmoustiauce 
and pai'biivi roMlstanuo. 

30,070. Have yon ever hoard of any undue dday 
being caused to tho farmors iu proceeding homo by the 
collection of tlio tolls P — ^No. 

30.080. Have you any suggestions to make u to 
what yon think would tend to tho improvemmt of the 
markets or fairs P — ^Nonc. I may say thoro is a com- 
mittco formed for tho bettor wording and managet^t 
of tho markets. Tho town commissioners are ar apac 
members, and any traders we at liberty to take 

the doUborations of tho committee. 4he clerk of the 
market makes a return to the committee of the worx 
done and the receipts at tho market, and tho weeUy 
receipts are lodged m tho bank and ohecked by me. 

80.081. Wlieii does tho committee moetP — During 
the Boason they meet once a fortnight. 

30.082. What day P — Friday. 

30.083. Then they elect a chairman, and 7®“ 

the books and a summary of the work that has ^ 
done since the last meeting P — Yos. I produce the ha 
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books, lodgments, and all. The original lease was 
mode to the Ect. Dr. O’Shea, P.P., and. to Mr. David 
O’Hanlon, M.D., then chairman of the town commis- 
aioners. I made out a calculation of the amount paid 
last Tear for the general market and gasworks. In 
teductiou of these debts from the 7tli April 188ft to the 
34th Decemboi- of the same year we paid 2451. 

30,084. Was this loai\ obtained for the gasworks 
secured by mortgage on the rates P — No'j tho commis- 
liouers raised the money in bank personally. 

80.086. They inenrred a personal liability for works 
for the improTcment of tho town p — Tea. They did not 
TUb to saddle the rates. 

30.086. So now they aro applying the profits derived 
from the fairs to the reduction of tho liability incurred 
by the gasworks and tho bubtor inarkot P — Yes. 

30.087. When this is paid off tlio profits will bo 

prided one moiety to Lbo arcbdeiicon for tho Church 

ond tho other to the town coimnissiuners for the buiiofit 
of the town P — ^Yes. 

30.088. Witness then prodiicod the following doou* 
meiit relating t.j tlin market accounts for tho past two 
years, which were preferred by the clerkof tho market, 
and inspected % the committee ; — 


1887. 

SrmiiENT of the PoiHCirAt Busmnss done in the market 
for the yeaa- ending 1st September 1887 
Seven hundred and nine firkins of butter against 
1,580 same timo last season ; 1,036 lumps do. against 
8OT lost season ; that is from tho x6th Jnuo to the 1st 
September each year. 

Fire hundred and twenty-eight loads of hay, 120 
straw, 246 turnips, 385 timber, 6 reed, 9 ooke, 9 cai'- 
roU, 6 coal, and 13 mmigulds. 

One thousand one hundi'ud and ninety-throe bags of 
oats, 16 wheat, 156 potatoes, and S feathers. 

Two hundred and forty-three bags and packs of wool, 
showing on increosQ. 


1886, Accouuts. 

£ <. d. 

Balance in bands of troasurur - - U 15 3 

By amount collected from the 1st September 
1886 to 1st September 1887 - - 41 15 2 


Or. 

To amount paid to tho 
tants - 
Printing 

Bepairs of market 
Insaronce 
Clerk's salary - 


£42 10 6 


£ s. d. 

ossis- 

- 11 8 0 

- 1 3 6 

- 6 11 3 

- 0 13 6 

- 20 0 0 

39 16 1 


1887, Balance in hands of troasoror • - 2 14 4 

By amount duo of Oolonol Drown for weighing 
fimber - . * - - 2 .J. 6 

Oolgnol Lloyd do. - - - - 0 19 3 


£5 18 1 


1888. 

StOTHBHT of oocoimt for 1888 : — 

thousand soveu hundred on<l twenty-four firkins 
of but^ ; for same period 1887, 709 i 3060 lumps do. ; 
same period 1887. 1,036. 

Loads of bay, 848 j straw, 78 j turuips, 56 ; coal, 12 ; 
oamts,8; mangolds, 15; metal, 8; reed, 3. 

Bags: oats, 709; potatoes, 164; wheat, 11; barley, 
4 ; tokeys, 6. 

Two hundred and sovonty-oight bags and packs of 


1888. Accounts 

^*^5^ m hands of treasurer on 1st June 

*, • - ■ - 6 1 10 
collected from tho 1st Jnne to 
olst December 1888 . . - 39 5 0 


45 7 9 


Cr. 

e a. d. £ a. d. 

To amount paid aesistante - 6 7 3 

Printing - - - 3 4 6 

Insurauoo - - - 0 13 6 

Bc]>airs of markets end ezpensus 
gcuerally - - - 3 0 0 

Clerk’s salary - - - 20 0 0 

33 5 3 


Balance in treasurer’s bands - • £12 2 6 


Wu. D. PowEE, clerk of market 
Thomas Ihbtok, C.O. chairman. 
Dated 21st December 1888. 

30.089. Supposing a farmer was bringing in his stock 
to tho fail', and on one of tho roads adjacent to the town 
befoi'o bo came into it he effected a sale of his .animals 
to a buyer out there, aud it came to your knowledge, 
would you seek for any charge P— Ho, if he did not 
come inside the gap. 

30.090. You consider your jurisdiction only extends 
inside the gap P — Y'es. If a bargain is made outside 
the town we do not interfore. 

30.091. If a shopkeeper went out thinking he could 
effect a better bargain before the fair commenced, and 
mat the farmer on the road coming in, and bought 
from him outside the toll gap, and 1ho animal was 
delivered to him on fail’ day would he bavo to pay P — 
Yes, if ho came through the toll gap no matter where 
the sale is effoutod. 

Yciy RcTorond Ahciideacos Haltin, P.P., examined. 

30.092. You are the owner of one moiety of the tolls 
loviod here in Dathkcale P — Yes, of tho residue. 

30.093. Aftoi’ tho payment of the rent and the cost 
of niauagemcut p — Y'ea, and all expenses iaenn-ed. 

30,091. But the only expenditore incurred is the 
rent, rates, and taxes, and cost of mnungemontP — ^That 
is alL 

30.095. And of course any improvements that may be 
effucted from time to time r — Yes. 

30.096. Have you any objeotton, or have you beard 
any complaints about the fairs being held on the public 
thoroughfare, or streets of the town ? — Quite the con- 
trary. I know from my own knowledge aud intercourse 
with the people they would not like to have the fairs 
removed. 

30.097. You do not think it would tend to augment 
tho fairs, if they were held in a properly enclosed fair 
green, with pen accommodation r — I do not think it 
would. 

.'10,098. Yon of course have had much experience of 
the farmers coming in and their dooUngs, this is a more 
general question than one applying portioolai'y to 
Buthkoalo, do you think the exaction of a toll tends to 
dotei' them from bringing in the supply they would 
otherwise bring in P — I do not think so because they 
would have to pay in any other place they would tako 
them to. I never hear^ of any fair or market where 
there were no tolls. 

30.090. Do not yon think they would prefer to have 
a fair green to tho public streets P — I do not think so. 
They go where they can sell. 

30,100. You think they look out for the place whore 
they can effect a ready sale of the stock, and they do 
not consider the charge afterwu'ds P — Wbere the buyers 
go in numbers they go, and that is my opinion ^ei' 
long experience. 

.‘<0,101. The charge at present is only on the animals 
actually sold? — Yes. 

30.102. Do you think a much smaller charge would 
be better on all the animals brought in P — if yon could 
effect that it would be, but yon could not change to 
that easily. 

30.103. Y'on think there would be some opposition ? 
— it would create great confesion. 

.‘10,104. Yon are aware it is adopted elsewhere P — It is 
adopted in all new fairs I am aware. In the Great 
Munster fair no animal is loft in withont paying, but in 
the old fairs they pay on the animals sold. 

30,105. What return docs the former or buyer get 
for the tolls that are levied here at the fairs? — Thoy 
get simply tho accommodation of standing on the 
street. 


I S9796. 


3 A 
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30 106. Disposing of tbeir stock ou the public 
thoronghfftre ?— Yes, and buyers coming to meet them. 

I do not see the farmers get anythmg m the place but 
that. 

30.107. Yon hare sufficient railway communication 
ttro P— Yes, in as far as our railway will give it to, but 
ihey are vexj stingy I mimt say, because the way the 
Limerick and Kerry Oompany work the Ime, they force 
a nnm'^ of people to drive their stock ftom this to 
Coome, to be carried to Cork to the injury of our 
thira. 

30.108. Do the trains mu to suit the fairs ?— Yea. 

30.109. Haro you any saggeations to offer as to what 
you think would tend to the improromont of the fairs 
and markets here P — I do not know of any. 

Mr. James BiiACKWELL examined. 

30.110. Ton are one of the town commissioners?— 
Yes, since they were established. 

30.111. Of course, indirectly, hero the town oommia- 
eionors exercise, more or less, some control over the 
fail’s, but from your experience of tho farmers of the 
country do you think that local authorities, where such 
exist, such os town coramisaioners, should hare control 
bf the markets and fairs? — ^Well, I think they should, 
but the way these fairs and markets aro oircumstanoed 
it wonld bo impossible. 

30.112. Apart from the position of the fairs here, 
what is your opinion on that point P — I believe, myself, 
if an Act of Parliament were brought in for that purpose, 
it would he a groat assistauce to the fairs and towns 
that the local body should have control. 

80.113. You think the nnited efforts of the membors 
of tho commission would tond to tho better manage* 
Toeut of tho market than when in the hands of a private 
individnalP — As regards the private management I do 
not think the present fail’s and markete could be 
managed better. There may be some thiugawe may be 
empowered to do if an Act of Parliament were passed 
that cannot be done at present. 

30.114. I take it yon are in favour of local authorities 
getting compnlsory powers to acquire tho rights vested 
in tho hands of private individums ? — Tea, Home Uulo 
in a small way. 

30.115. Have you anythmg to atate in connexion with 
the markets here, or what you think would tend to tho 
bettor management of them 9 — ^As regards the manage- 
n.ont they could not be better managed. 

30.116. I see certain of the commodities here are sold 
around toe town from house to house. Do you think if 
proper market buildings were erected that would afford 
sufficient space, and a rule made confining the exposure 
of these commodities in this market building, that it 
would ho bettor than having them going about tho 
town indiscriminately P — No. I do nob think that is a 
necessity. Some small things are brought in ; they are 
only for the immediate wants of the town, and the 
people go around the town and sell them. 

30.117. They are all brought in to be consumed in 
the town? — Yes 5 all brought in mostly from the 
country in a small way. 

80.118. Do you think a necessity exists here for a 
fair green being provided, or have you any objection to 
the fairs being hold on the streets ?— Yon might as wall 
remove Kathkeole out of this. The fairs are the only 
dependence the people have ; tho town would not bo 
worth living in it only for them. 

30.119. A certain number of the fairs were established 
at different periods. I sup^se no authority, no patent, 
was obtaineti for these P— ^ere was for the seven old 
fairs. 

3ci,120. {AvcJi-d«teon Salpin.) I can tell you the 
patents cover any number of fairs or markets, 

30.121. (jlfr. Blacktoein.) I hare it ou very good 
anbhority that Mr. Pigotb has authority to hold a 
market or fair ovoiy day iu tho year, and can charge on 
everything. 

30.122. Is Mr. Pigotb the owner of the town P ^Hois. 

30.123. Have yon any farther remarks to make, or 
any suggestion to offer, as to what you would like to 
sue done iu connexion with the markets of Kathkeale, 
or the markets throughout Ireland?— I thinV the 
tendency to get these market fields injure the towns, 
Ju Limerick for instance, they went to great erpepso 


to got a fair greoii, and still the fuu’S are held in tho 
town mostly, c.xoopt tho cattle fairs. They are not 
satisfice] with that lield ; they iiro going towards th« 
city again, and I boliovo myself Uicve would not be as 
good a market price in the field as in the town. 

30.124. Do you think tho entrance charge at a Bwt«n 
rate is better than tho high charge on the animus sold ? 
— No. For this reason that tliib is one of the Isrireat 
fairs in Ireland, except Ballinasloo. There is a larco 
amount of cattle coming in, and a great deal of them 
go homo unsold. 

30.125. On an nvorago whab por-centago would you 
say is sold P — Sovonty-livo per cent, is sold. ^ 

30.126. Y’ou oould give no approximate idea of tho 
nambor brought hero in tho year P — No. I suppose it 
is only tho railway company could give that infopma- 
tion. 


Mr. Joseph Sheeky examined. 

30.127. Aro yon ouo of tho town commissioners?— 
Not now. 

30.128. Are you a tratlor in tho town ?— I live in the 

30.129. Aro yuo in ti-adoP — Yos, a little. I am a 
shopkeopor, and I will first commonoc by tolling you in 
court yon should have but two or throe h^dred to 
oppose tho abnsoa of tho town and locally. Now of 
thoso two years they spoak of here, one is cjuite enough. 
This town is largo enough, and wo dorivo uo benefit 
from it. 

30.130. I only want ovidonco as to any grievance 

existing in connexion with tho markets or fairs. I have 
nothing whatovor to do with any other duties per- 
formed by tlio Uiwn conimissionoi’s, or tho application 
of tho rates P — To enlighten yon a little more about the 
Iccaliiy and just give you an idea 

80.131. I do not ronuiro any of tlio statements. Tnu 
heal’d the answora of Mr. Casoy to some questions I put 
to him relative to the charges levied fit the markets and 
fairs. Do you take exceptiou to any of these state- 
ments? — I say it is an advantage, nob only to this fair 
and market, but every other fair and market in Ireland, 
to have parties coming horo ; it is ihe country supports 
thoso markets and fairs, and I say it would be a grenl 
advantage if they w’ure not ebarged, because they pay 
coming into tho town and at tho same time support the 
town. Very fow go homo without laying ont soms- 
tbiug, and it is a terrible thing to have two cesRe-s and 
three cesses ou parties who pak'ouise such fairs and 
markets. I really think they should not be charged at 
all, bcoauso very few loavo tho town without adding to 
the support of tno townspooplo. 

30.132. Have yon hoard that tho levying of charges 
has restricted trade in any way, or dcteixed any farmers 
from coming in to sell their stock hero ? — I know that 
in years past. Thoro is one thing I remark. Twonew 
pig-markots and fairs arc got ui> in the locality. I 
really think but for tho ahnsos of this place these things 
would not bo thought of at all. 

30.133. I wonld like yon to partimlarise what yon 
call abnsoH. I liavo asked you to mention them. 
Mention somo of thorn ? — Tor instanoo where there are 
such a number of fairs annually, that is 18 fairs in the 
year, I think tho pooplo ought to bo very glad to have 
these 18 fuira supported hy the parties coming in- 
They aro tho principal support, as Mr. Blackwell wisely 
remarked ; this town would ho quite usoless but for the 
fairs and markctH, and tho parties who patronise th^ 
should not 1>o charged for aoiiig so. Also as regards 
the weekly markets, I &iiik they would get on 
well without charging on half the things they do 
charge. Mr. Coaoy said he does nob charge on roail 
things. I certainly say they would, and they * 
great attempt to charge tho people coming here. They 
are hero at eight o’mock iu the morning, nine mile* 
distant, with donkoy-loods of tnrf and mnlo-loads, and 
they drive them into tho new market. 

30.134. Is that what is oallod tho market squwe?”* 
Yob, and thoy wanted to put a cess ou them. 

30.135. Was there any rtdo made by the commis* 
sioners compelling all coromoditios to go to this new 
market when the market was erected P — It appears 
there was, but I was not a commissionor at that tune. 

80.136. (Mr. Oaseij, town elerlt.) I must differ wiffi 
Mr. Sbeehy. Ho is ’labopring puder a mistjike. To nJj 
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kuowledge i»uJ dniuift cny time a Tarthing was never 
imposed on these people he speaks of. 

30.137. (r/w Oenmimimur la 3fr. Slmcliy.) Will you 
tell me one parson who wan clnirged ?— One man named 
Kelly was clioi’ged and another man named Harty. I 
remember those two parties. 

30.138. What time was this done ? — Twelve years 
eiiice- 

30.139. No chargo has boon levied since P — No. It 
was broken down on tho spot. 

30.140. Is there anything yon take exception to in 
the present management of tlie market F — You made a 
remark while ago about tho town, and there are streets 
in a filthy state. 

30.141. {The Comnienioyiar.) I have nothing whatever 
to i) with the duties of tho town eommissionera, only 
SB relates to the markote or fairs, and 1 wmrld kindly 
flsk you to confine your remarks to the markets and 
fairs and nothing else. 

{Tlie wilnets slated he IkkI nothing further to say.) 

3£r. Joan Swiiznii examined. 

30,142-S. Are you a town commissioner? — I am a 
rate^yer in the town. I was a town commissioner for 
12 months. 

30.144. Are you comiectad with trade in the town ?— 
I hold a sntall piece of land up to the towu. 

30.145. I suppose you buy nod sell at the fairs ? ^Tea, 

occasionally. 

30.146. Do you take exocptiou to their working, or to 
what yon would consider the mismanivgcment of tho 
markets and fairs? — As regards tho management, I 
conld say nothing ; hut it is very wrong to charge on 
the high road kept nndei* tho Qi-aud Jury Act. We 
have to pay 5e. poor rates, and a shilling to the pound 
to the town commissioners, and after paying all this, it 
is very wrong to charge anything on the high road. I 
wonld like to know, if you tell mo, has any man 
authority to charge. 

30.147. I attended hare to seek for iufonnation, and 
it would not be within my province to give opinions, 
especially on logoi quostiona. {To witness.) Do you 
think if a faimer got an adequate rctoi'u for the 
charges, that ho would have any objection to pay them ? 
—I am sura not. 

^,148. But you considor no return is given to me in 
this town, and that he has to pay on the nnitntLl for 
selling and exposing on. the public thorougbfime P — I am 
sure he gete no return, but I may tell yon if a cow is 
standing on the road, and a cart is passing up, and the 
cow breaks tho shop-windows, tho owner would have to 

pay. 

30.149. Have yon heal'd of any ocoidouts happening ? 
—I saw a cow meaking a shopkooper’s window, and I 
saw the owner of tho window claim jiaymentj along 
with that I saw tho police arrest the woman, and she 
bad to pay. 

30.150. Tho town clerk said and most of tho shop- 
keepers have guards ontsido their windows. 

30.151. [To wiinMS.} As a fanner wo'uld you approve 
w a fair gi-oen hoiug provided hero? — Certainly I 
wonld, I think it is only light. 

30,162. Have you attended fairs where fair greens 
were provided ? — Yob. 

M.153. Do yon think that stock could bo more readily 
sold in a fair green, where thobnyera arc all inapar- 
ucnlar spot, and tho fair conoenti-ated in one place, 
mat when scattered indiacrimmatoly about the town? — 
* |8. I say it is a great deal hotter to have the fairs in 
a field. 

30,154. If such was erected tho farmers os a rule, 
from your experienoo and conversation wi^ them, 
not object to nay a ohargo to support that field P 
~^«^inly. I am full sure they would not. Yon are 
MtCT hearing that men with loads of turf come in here. 
Sad when they peas up Kathkeale youi' beast is knocked 
over and then if the cow goes on the flags yon have tho 
Mlieemon walking there. I wonld rather pay a shillyjg 
lOr my cw or horse to go to a field than be knocked 
aho^ The shopkeepers do their best to keep the fairs 
m me towm There is another thing I count a hardship. 
u i brmg in a cart of slips I nav a shilling, and then 
^ho buys them has to "pay three halfpence 
each. I Uavo my ticket when going out and the mn-n 


who buys will nob ho loft out withont a ticket. He will 

iTT pay throo holf-penco oaoh on the slips. If I 
sold slips to auy man outside the town, the very same 
can J3 paid for so long as it is market day. 

30.155. Do they inquire whether yon have bought or 

sold ?— Yes. * 

30.156. If yon have sold you wiU have to pay although 
yon have a receipt for the standing charge ?— Yes. 

30.157. Is it customary for'ihe pigs, slips, and cattlo 
when sold to remain in the seller’s possession ?— No ; it 
18 nob, sometimes when you are going in the same 
direction as the buyer it is. 

30.158. Only in a case like that the seller retains 

poBBOSaion for the buyer's convouienoe? Yes. 

30.159. Is the charge collected when passing the 

gap no matter whether it is the buyer or seller is iu 
possession of the animal P— If the buyer is with me he 
bu%r^^^’ nnderstanding with the 

30.160. it customary to tell the farmer to bring tho 
cattle or pigs to tho buyer’s yard or field outside the 
town ? — No. 

30.161. As a general rule tho animals are in the 

possession of tha buyer or his assistants when passing 
the gap P— Yes. ^ ® 

30.162. And it is the bnyer -will pay the charge ? 

Yea. 

30.163. The towu clerk said tho second charge in the 
COM of the yonne pigs (slips) was paid by the buyer, 
and not by the aelTcr, os Mr. Rwitaer stated. The seller 

not to p.iy a second time, he has only to pay a 
Bhillmg qu the cart, and ho gets a ticket for that which 
passes him out, but when ne soils and parts with the 
pigs the buyer htia to pay going oal. 

Mr. PAiniC'it KENUEDr, towu oommissiouor, examined. 

^ 30,l6i. Are you connected with trade in the town ? 

80.165. Do vou. buy and sell at the fairs and markets? 
— T do. 

30.166. You are a toira oommissioncr P I am. 

30.167. Have you any remarks to offer as to what yon 
think would tend to toe material improvement of the 
markets and fail's ? — I have not any remarks to offer 
except this, that if the fail's are removed out of the town 
into a field tho faire would go down the same as in every 
place, I have a good deal of experience. I went to 
many a fair in the country, and whenever I saw them 
in a Sold, except in one or two cases, they were always 
a failure. 

30.168. Will yon tell me a town where the fairs were 
removed oil’ the public thoroughfare to a fair green, 

and depreoiated in quantiti^ on ^at account P ^I do 

not well kuow. There are fairs held in immediate 
ueighboarhood, at Ballingarny, Kilmcadary, and other 
places, and they have all gone to naught, and these fairs 
were held in fields. 

30.169. Have you formed auy ideas on the levying of 
a toll. Do you think it deters farmers from bringii^ 
in their stock to the fairs or markets ?— It does nob. H 
never did. Evei'y man would prefer not to pay tho 
chuTjge, hut it does not interfere with him in bringing 
in his cattle. 

30.170. Yon think a farmer only considers whether 
he can effect a ready and good sale, and does not con- 
sidci' ho hu3 to pay a charge ? — He does not. It is only 
the ready and good sale at tho best market he looks to. 

30.171. Have they got the system of luek-pennj at 
the fairs here ? — They have. 

30.172. Is there any fixed amount on pigs ? — There 
is 6<2. 

30.173. On oattleP — ^Nothing is fixed. The general 
thing for cattle is about a shilling pei' head. %iat is 
the custom. 

30.174. Then I take it on cattle, horses, and other 
animals it is always left to tho disposition of ^he 
seller ? — ^Yes. 

30.175. Tho cootraot price is paid by the buyer to the 
seller in tho first instance, and the lack-penny retumed 
bo him ?— Yes. 

30.176. In pigs the bnyer deducts the 6tZ oat of tho 
contract price ? — Yes. 

3 A2 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton I .ibrary Digitisation Unit 
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



372 


30.177. So tihen the seller has no option at all ?— No. 

30.178. Ho gets the oontract prioo less tlie 8d. P— Yea, 
but he is not bound to give it, bat they do not resist. 

30.179. Do you know a case where they did vosiat? — 

I did in one or two instances, but it is generally under- 
stood now. 

30.180. Do you think that the rormor comuders the 
amount of the luok-penny he will have to give when 
asking the price of the animal P — He never does. 

80.181. Have not cases occurred whore they bought 
some animals clear to pocket? — These are esceptions. 

30.182. In these oases the amount of tJio Inok-poimy 
is considered P — Yes. 

30.183. That is they give a certain price and there is 
no luck-penny P — Yes. 

30.184. Is there much delay canaed by fixing the 
amount of the luck-penny P — No. 

30,186. From what districts are the animals brought 

here P From tiie surrounding counties within a radius 

of 10 miles. They may come 50 miles if they like. 
The last fair here there were cattle here from the city 
of Cork. 

30.186. These are drovers’ cattle P — Yea. The radios 
is 10 miles. 

30.187. Within what radius are the marketable com- 
modities brought P — Bight miles. 

30.188. {Town derh) I wish to remark that we have 
cattle coming here from (Jlin and Tarberb, 20 miles off. 

30.189. {To Mr. Kennedy.) Would the buyers stop 6d. 
for caoh bonham P — ^No ; l^d. aud 2(Z. is the average on 
bonhams. 

30.190. Have you any remarks to make any more 
than what you have stated P — ^No. 

80.191. You do not concur in the observationB of 
Mr. Switzer? — No. He will get 99 per ceut. of the 
people here to disagree with him. 

30.192. (ifr. Sjoii*er.) Any shop keeper will do that, 

80.193. {To Mr. Kennedy.) You think if a move were 
made to remove the fairs off the streets to a fair green, 
opposition would attend it P— Decidedly. 

30.194. Would that opposition come from any traders 
in the town or any particular trade P — would come 
from every trade in the town, rich and poor. 

30.195. Would not it come from any particular trade P 
—No. 

80.196. You also consider the removal of the fairs 
would have an injurious effect P — Yea. You would find 
some farmers that would not be contented to go into a 
field. 

30.197. I do not say a field but a fair green, with 
shelter accommodatioo and pens provided for the 
disposal of the anim&ls P— This town is too small to 
have cattle pens erected. 

30.198. Yon think the expense of erection and the 
providing of sudi accommodaiion would be too largo P 
— ^Yes, and the people would go bock into the street 
after getting them there. 

Mr. John Switzee, cross-examined by Mr. Powee, 
solicitor. 

30.199. Yon stated it would be on advantage to the 

farmers to have the fairs removed from the town? 

Certainly. 

30.200. What reason have you for saying the farmera 

would be dissatisfiedP — First and foremost when your 
cattle come into the fair green they cannot go out 
without the man at the gate seeing them. arc 

chai'ged going in and your cattle cannot go out unknown 
to him, and if you lose a cow or sheep yon go to the 


gatomaii. In BatUkculo I have known cows go awa* 
for days, and if tho sheep go you may not get them 
until you go to the market cross, aud thei-e are five ot 
sbt crosses in tho town, and yon are iu a bungle with 
tho whole of tliom. 

30.201. That is the principal reason you object ®—.T 
said two or throe things with regard to the taxes. 

30.202. Yon have the interest of Rathkoale at heart? 
— ^Yes. 

30.203. You would like to Boo tiio shopkeepers pros 
perons and doing much bnsiiioss P — Yos. 

30.204. Do you know tho fairs of Eathkeale are the 
principal luoiuis of supportiiig the majority of the shop. 
KooperH of tho to-vm P — 1 am sure of that; but I do 
nob think it would injiira tho shopkoepors one bit if the 
fairs were hold onbsiuo tho town. 

30.205. Tho majority of tho ahopkoepors benefit verv 
largely by the foil's, and if tho I’oii-a wore removed oul- 
side the town, would it not injure the shopkeepers 
generally P — I do not think it would. 

30,200. Tho people would not be on the spot?— They 
would have tho town to go to. 

30.207. Would agood many of the people after sellieg 
their cattle leave the fair green, and not come into tho 
town P — Certainly thoy would. Any man of sense would 
go homo. 

30.208. Thoy would not bo tempted bo spend an extra 
shilUng which they otherwise would P — Tea. 

30.209. Apart from tho advantages that the people of 
Eabhkoalo derive from tho fairs being in the town, do 
not yon think the uooonimodution of the b^ers is con- 
sultw in having tho faii-s in tho town ?— I would not 
say that. 

30.210. Ai'O not thoy opposite tho bonk? — I do not 
like to say anything against tho people of the town. 
Of course it is a benefit to tho townspeople to have tbe 
fairs in tho streets, but it is not a benefit to tho country 
people. 

30.211. Would not it bo an advantage to the buyer to 
have the banlcs quite close at hand?— -The railway 
station is quite couvoniout to the banks. A msu does 
not look into a thing liko that when ho goes to the fur. 
Tho railway stations oro tho principal places for pur- 
chasing cattle. 

30.212. The cattle are di'lvou awny by the traders ?— 
Yes. 

30.213. Do not a groat number of the cattle go to 
Oroom by road P — ^Yee. 

30.214. Are not they bought at the other end of the 
town of Ilathkoalo P— ^es. 

30.215. So tho buyers do not go to the station?— No. 

30.216. Do not you think it would facilitate the 
buyers greatly to have tho shops to pay tho people in. 
ami also to have a treat over tho head of it? — Yes. 

30.217. I think yon oro altogothcr iu favour of rotaia- 
ing the fairs in tho town? — 1 would not go against 
them personally. 

30.218. You spoko oljoub a car stvikiug against a cow 
and ixnuriug it. As a matter of fact, do not you know 
aswoll as any other gentloman, that there are very 
littlo, if any, accidents complaiuod, ofin connexion 
the fairs of Bathkealo ? — ^Voiy little. 

30.219. Would you say the nmubur of accidents would 
be US many in a fair green P—1 will not answer that 
question. 

30.220. It would not suiprise you if that were so?— 
No. 

30,321. (27ie OowMiiijisiijnci'.) Is there any olier 
gentleman who has an evidonoo or information to give, 
or any grievances to complain of P — (No ansvier.) 


The inquiry then terminated. 
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NEWCASTLE T1:EST. 


With reference to my inquiry in Newcastle West on the 7th January 1889, 1 beg 
to report as follows ; — 

Newcastle West is an inland town situated in the county of Limerick. It is a 
station on the New Castle branch of the Waterford and Limerick Railway line. The 
town has considerably improved within latter years and the trade is fair. The local 
affairs are administered by tbe gi-and jury and the board of guardians. The population 
is 2,186. 

The market days are Thursday and Saturday. Buttter and hay principally sold on 
Thursday. The fairs are held on the 3rd January, 3rd February, 4th March, 1st April, 
3rd May, 10th June, 12th July, 20th August, 10th September, 1st October, 2nd Novem- 
ber, 10th December. A pig fair is held on the day previous to the ordinary fairs. 

Tolls are levied at the fairs hold on the 1st April, 3rd May, 12th July, 20th August, 
1st October, and 10th December, and at tbe pig fairs held previous to these fairs. The 
fairs on the 3rd January, 3rd February, 4th March, 10th June, 10th September, and 
2nd November, and the pig fairs held the day previous to these fairs, are toll free. At 
the markets weighing! charges only are levied except on butter, hay and straw. 
On butter a charge of \d. per firkin is levied on entrance to the mai'ket, and on hay and 
straw a charge uf 6rZ. per load is levied on entrance to the hay-market field. However, 
in each case these charges include cranage. 

No toll board is erected, but beams and scales and a weigh-bi'idge have been provided. 
The market rights and tolls are the property of the representative of the Earl of 
Devon. The estate of the deceneed Earl it appears is being administered in the Chanceiy 
is in the of the Supreme Court in England, and the Receiver appointed by tbe Court 
Division receipt of the charges at the markets and fairs. 

Three patents were granted for Newcastle West. The first is dated 22nd December, 
22 James I., and authorised one George Courtney to hold a Saturday market and a fair 
on the Feast of St. Bartholomew C24th Ausrust). The second is dated 24th June 1666, 
and authorised one Sir W. Courtney to hold fairs on the 23rd Api'il (now 3rd May), 
and 10th August (now 20th August). The third is dated 16th May, 48 George III., 
and authorised Viscount Courtney to hold a Tuesday and Thursday market and fairs 
on the 1st April, 12th July, and 10th December. The latter patent was produced at 
the inquiry. 

The markets and fairs held under express grant, therefore, are the Thursday and 
Saturday markets and the fairs on the 1st April, 3rd May, 12th July, 20th August, 
and 10th December. 

The fairs held without any express grant are the fairs on the 3rd January, 4th March, 
10th June, 10th September, 1st October, and 2nd November. The fair on the 
1st October was, however, held previous to 1844, but I was unable to trace the date of 
its establishment by the evidence offered. The fairs on the 3rd January, 3rd February, 
4th March, 10th June, 10th September, and the 2nd November were established about 
25 years ago. 

The owners do not contribute anything towards the additional expense incurred in 
cleaning the town after the fairs. 

In accordance with my instructions I have inspected the msirket and fair places. 

The markets ai'e partly held on the streets of the town principally on the square, a 
wide portion of the public thoroughfare, and partly on the market place situated in the 
centre of the town. The lattei- is a commodious paved square space entirely enclo.sed 
with several gate entrances. On two sides slated sheds are erected supported on metal 
pillars, and in the centre a weigh-house is erected where beams and scales and a weighing 
m^hine are provided. Water and sanitary accommodations are also provided. Ad- 
joining this market square is a field of about two acres, where hay and sti-aw are exposed 
for sale on market days and the horses on fair days. The grazing of this field between 
fairs is given gratuitously to the weigh-master. The market square presented a clean 
and neat appearance at the time of inspection, and indeed no complaint was made of 
any want of accommodation, which seemed adequate for the trade of the town. 

The fairs are held on the streets of the town. No particular streets are allotted off 
for the exposure of the different species of animals, and the consequence is they intermix. 
The traders of the town are strongly opposed to the removal of the fairs off the streets, 
the result of which, they say, womd be to materially injure their trade and interests. 
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A shilling per firkin is deducted by the butter buyers from the contract price of each 
firkin, and the pig buyers deduct Bd. for the “ luck-penny ” on the cost price of each 
pig. 

A similar practice exists as in some of the other towns I have visited in levying a 
standing charge of 2d. a cartload of smfdl pigs, and 3d. additional on each animal if 
subseauently sold. 

A hair and Market Association has been established by the traders, whose object is 
to develope the markets and fail’s so as to benefit the general trade of the town. The 
efibrts of this committee have been fairly successful, and their expenses are defrayed by 
the voluntary subscriptions of the inhabitants. The piinoipal members of this com- 
mittee strongly advocate the granting of compulsory power to local authorities to 
acquire market rights. 

Appended will be found a transcript of the evidence taken at the inquiry. 

JOHN J. O’MEARA, 

45, Lower Mount Street, Dublin. Assistant Commissioner. 


Newcastle West, 7th January 1889. 


Cqaiilss Ouans&i Esq., C.E., examined. 

30.223. Imrhora are the marhot rijjhta vested ? — 
am the Receiver under the Court of Ohanceiy, and I 
SQXjpoBc they are vested in me. 

80.224. Who is the owner of the ostato P— The Earl 
of Devon, hut ho died on the 18th B’oTcmber. 

30,22o. 1 suppose therif^htB aro vested in his represen- 
tatives P — ^The Devon Estate in the county of Limerick 
inclnde the markets mentioned in the query sheet, and 
all are hciiijg administered by the Chancery Division of 
the High Coart of justice, England, by order dated 
18th October 1886. In the case of Devon and others 1 
was appointed Receiver, to reeoivo tho route and profits 
of such estate. I sent yon the query sheet. 

30,2’2C. Have yon a manager appointed over these 
markets ?— Tea, a weigh-master. 

30,1^7. What is bis name P — John Meylou. 

30.228. What is market day here ? — Thursday aud 
Sstorday. Thursday is the principal day, but Thursday 
is also market day. 

30.229. (Ifr. McCarthy, tolicitor.) Mr. J. Condon and 
lup;^ar here for the ratopayei's of the town. I may 
say Thursday is tho only market day. 

30.230. {To ifr. Curliwj.) What fhirs are held here. 
1 want tho particulars of the fairs, whether you receive 
any charges on them or notP — The 3rd Januaiy, 3rd 
February, 4th Itnroh, 1st April, 3rd May, lOtii Juno, 
12th July, 20th August, lOth September, 1st October, 
2nd November, 10th December. 

30.231. You havo a pig fair the day previous to those 
fairs P— Tea. 

30.232. Aro there any other fairs held hero P — No. 

30.233. Any horso fairs or not P — The horse fairs are 
hold on the same day. 

30.234. These are all the fairs held in Newcastle 
West ?— Yes. 

30.235. Do you receive charges at all of these ? — ^No. 
We receive charges on tho 1st April, 3rd May, I2th July, 
20th August, 1st October, and 10th December. 

30.236. That is for just half the fairs ?— Those aro 
tho old fairs. Wo take no tolls at the new faira. 

30.237. Who was it established and when were the 
oth^ fa>irs established P — They were established by my 
tether, I think, after the railway opened, about 1^6. 
I was not hero at the time, and 1 cannot say about 
them exactly. 

30.238. Could you tell me the authority under which 
the tolls ore levied at the other six fairs P — Utidcr 
patent. 

80.239. The witness then produced a patent which 
wsu granted in the reign of George the Third to 
William Lord Visoouiit of Devon, bis heirs and assigns. 
It granted a fair to be hold on the 1st April, 12th july, 


and 10th Docombor, and two wookly markata on every 
Tuesday and Thursday, with a court of pye-powder, 
together with all tolls, customa, privileges, and im- 
muuitiea from the said fairs and markets arising, 
Bulnoet to tho uaymoiit of 11. 13s. yearly. The patent 
is dated ICth Mjiy in tho forty-oiglifch year of the reign 
of George the Tmrd. It was onrollod on the 18th ^y. 

30,2-li0-l. This patent grants a fair on tho 1st April, 
12th July, Olid 10th Docombor ? — Yes. 

30,242. You have not got possosaion of anygi'auta 
which authorise the teirs on tho 3rd May, 20th August, 
and 1st October P — No. ' • 

80,248. This is tho only ouo in your poasesaiouP— 
Yea. 

80.244. And, tho only ono you aro able to give me 
any partionlora of P — Yes. 

30.245. Have tho other fairs been hold ter any length 
of time P— Ever since that date. 

30.246. The whole six P — Certainly, since 1844. 

30.247. When did the Tuesday market , oeaae ?— 
There has boon no Tuesday mai'kot oa long os I cmi 
remember. 

30.248. The sbe faiiu at which you levy tolls hare 
boon held, so far as your recollection o^nds, since 
1844 P — con rocollout siuoo 1849, and those six fairs 
have all boon hold sinuo thou. 

30.249. Tho toUs you levy at tho fairs, are they only 
on the animals actually sold P — That is'ull. 

80.250. You levy tolls also at tho mai-kota? — At the 
markets only on bnttur. There arc a gi'oat nuiqber of 
things moutionod in tho list on which ’wo dd not , levy 
onytuing. On market days we charge for weighing. 
Wo havo a weigh-maatcr, who ohargos so much for 
weighing a sack of potatoes or corn ; merely for 
weighing. 

30.251. Supposing tho commodities were broogbt in 
on market nay and exposed for sale but not actually 
weighed at your beam and aoalos, yon levy no toll ?— 
No. 

30.252. Aro tho farmorsfroe to weigh the conimodiksB 
and expose them whore they plopBO on market daysr— 
Yes. 

30,25.3. With the oxcoption of batter P — Yes. 

30.254. Yon restrict tho sale of bntter to the market 
bnildings P-^Yes. 

30.255. If a proprietor brought iri buttm’ to the town 
and sold it on market day, but did not bring it to your 
market, would yon levy a toll if it c^e 
knowledge P — Wo should not on oi’dintH’y'lump baiter. 

3(i,256. Only on flrkiiisP— Yes. 

30,257. When you state you do not levy charges on 
some commodities horn, is that because they . 
brought into the fair P — No, but there are *6’’® 
■many' things ’We do not levy 'tolls onthat wo coum' 
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, 258- The wilnosa then prodTiced the schedule of 
toS! of which the foUowing is a copy 


RCWBDOIB of Toils. COSTOMS, and Dorus payable to 
Samoel Trohawho Kokewich ai\d John WiHrinson, 
Esas Trnsteea acting in the management of the 
^atee of the late Itight Hon. Willitun Earl of 
De-t on, at the several Fairs and Markets of Kew- 

^ Marlct^ '—On every Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Saturday. 

^air$. On every let April, 3rd May, 12th July. 

20th Anguab, 1st October, and 10th Dccombor. 



>r hoTHO sold 


do. - 


•For every cow, bull, bullock, 

•For every two yeorH old uu. 

•For every yearling do. 

•For every sheep sold 
•For every Iamb sold 
•For every pig sold 
•For every slip or young pig sold - 
•For every goat sold - - 

•[For every carload of hides or skms broughtj 
to market for sale . - - 

fFor every conutry hide brought to market 
for sale - - * - 

|For every country calf-skin or goat skin 
brought to market for sale 
|For every pack of wool brought to market 
for sale - - ■ 

-fFor every bag or pocket of featlicrs brought 
for sale — 

Under 8 Iba. weight - _ - 

8 lbs. and under 16 lbs. ireight 
18 lbs. weight and upwards 
fFor every carload of apples liroiigUt for 


sale 


fFot every backload of apples brought for 
sale . . . - - 

fFor every hamper oflemous brought for 




*Fot every carload of timber-ware brought 
for sale • : 

tFor every lumkload of timber-waro brought 
for sale - - - - • 

+F« every standing of irrm spades, half-a- 
dozen or more, brought for sale - 
TFor lesser quantities of iron spades brought 
for sale - - - - - 

tFor every carload of spade-hAudlcs brought 
for ealo - - - - - 

fFor lesser quantities of spade-himdlos, per 
dozen, brought for sale - 
•For every 200 of eabbngo-plants brought 
for sale - 

fPor every picoe of friiae or flannel brought 
for sale . . - - - 

fFor every two pair of stockings brought 
for sale - - - - 

•For every pedlar’s standing for soft goods 
•For every pedlar's standing for buKlwnre 
•For every car staeding . - - 

t?OT every small stauaiug of any doscrip- 


tPor every meat stnndiug outside the slmm- 


30.264. About the streets of the tovmp — Yes. 

30.265. Were any representations ever made to you 
by those frequenting the fairs to provide a fadr-greor. P 
— Well, I cannot say from my own knowledge, but I cm 
aware in father's lifetime be tried lo get the fairs 
removed oif the streets, and the people, the ^opkeepers, 
and people of the town objeoteij, and then when they 
objected the fairs were allowed to continue os usual. 

30,’J66. There is no local authori^ existing here, that 
is, a local municipal authority ? — No. 

30,267. The grand jury clean the streets ? — Yes. 


30,268. Do the owners make any contribution towards 
the cleansing oi'lho streets on fair daysotherthau through 


the ordinary rates and taxes P — ^No. The way the streote 
arc cleaned here is the road contractor, I believe, gives 
the manure to some people in the town, and they clean 
it up and coi-ry it a-way on the same day. 

30,269. Do you think the manure obtained after the 
fair days woidd act as on equivalent for any additional 
expense inenn-ed by cleaning the streets after the fairs ? 
— It would. 


30,270. "Would yon kindly give me your receipts from 
the fairs and the expenditure P — I have given them all 
in the query sheet, and I brought, my bocks in case you 
wonted to mvestigate them. 


N.B.— The itenu marked tlius * 
are Dot demanded. 


arc levied ; those mnrked -f 


Newcastle, 1st January 1844. 


rllicaAJU) BaK£r. 
Collectors ■{ Wiliiam Bajih.i:ti. 
LJohn Gtormak. 


. J0,259. Do you, levy tolls at the pig fairs? — Yes. 


30.2M. When were the pig fairs first established P — 
i coal^not tell you that. 


30,261. Do you only levy tolls on the pig fairs hold 
me day previous to the ordinary toll fairs? — That is 


^ Attiie other pig fairs you do not levy any- 

vamg p — No. 


30,263. "Whepe are the fairs held P— In the town. 


80.271. "What arc the receipts from the tolls? — ^The 
aggregate amount received was 238J. 17«. 7cJ. 

30.272. Does that mean the tolls at the fairs and 
markets P — At the faira and markets and everything. 

30.273. Have you got any standings at all on fair days 
on which yon levy tolls P Supposing a load of turnips 
was brought in on fair days and exposed on fair or 
market day, would you levy tolls P — No. \Vc only charge 
for the standing of a car with young pigs. 

30.274. Vniat would that stending charge be ? — Two- 
pence, I think. 

30.275. Do these come in on fair days ? — They com® 
on market day and the fair day previous to the six toll 
fairs. We do not charge for them at the other six fairs. 

30.276. That is a standing charge of 2d, on the cart. 
Supposing the pigs wero simsequeutly sold and as they 
wore leaving the fair would you charge on eoch pig sold 
in addition to the ordinary standing charge previonsly 
paid ? — Yes. 

30.277. That additional charge would be a penny P — 
Tes, I think so. 

30.278. Yon could not give me an idea of the amount 
yon receive from standing charges oloneP — No. We 
nevoi' keep them separate. 

30.279. You could not give me the nmonntyonrecoivo 
from the hatter market? — Icouldgetit foryoo, (W/<- 
iim then pointed out oh 8a iooht what (Jay get for hnlter 
avd whot they gotfonoeighing.) 

30.280. Have you got the sommoiyfor the year? — 
Yes. 1 could sopamte everything for you if yon wish. 

30.281. The expenditure out of that 2381. 17s. 7t7. for 
offices on market is 981. 15s. 8d. ? — ^Yes. 

30.282. Howls that 987. expended? What do you 
give the -weigb-mnsterP — He has 321. a year and the 
remainder is mode up by wages to coopers. 

30.283. How do yon pay the coopers ? — Wo pay them 
BO mnoh a day. 

30.284. At what rate P — The coopers get 13s. a week . 
Two of them get 4s. each, and one 5s. Tb<’ro is one 
pormauent cooper. 

30.285. "Who else have yon ? — Then wo have a man 
always employed ii\ the butter market for weighing. 
He is regularly there all the week around for weighing 
potatoes and everything that comes into the market. 
He gets 7s. a week, and then the remamdoriamadeup of 
toll-coUootnrs’ wages at the fairs. 

30.286. How many gaps have you? — One at the turn- 
pike. one at Bridge Street, the third at McCoy’s, and 
another, four altogether. 

30.287. How mamy men do you have at each? — Two. 

30.288. How do you pay these men P — They are always 
my own men, and we pay them the usual hire. 

30.289. Then they have other duties to perform? — 
Yes. They are my own men who work on the estate. 

30.290. You give them no separate salary for the 
duties they perforin in collecting the toUP~-No, but f 
charge that day. 

A n 
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3(1,291. Por repairs yon have 321. 10«. 95. P — Yoa. 

30 292. Wiat repairs do yon oiecnte 'here ?— That « 
keeping the bntter market, the ahede and honaos m 
order. 

30.293. is that the eaiiy espenditareP— I took the 
average for three yeai’S. 

30.294. Then yon have hero sundries— telogram^3J. ; 
income-tax, 31. 10s. 3d. ; andront of 6eW 51. 7s. 2rt. What 
field is that?— I added that field and ! have xt m my 
oim possession, and aometimeR there ia a quantity of 
carta hero in tho eoaaon and the streets wotud not 
accommodate them, so I atlded the field for tho hay 


market. 

30.295. Tho hay market is held on the stroets and in 
this Hold ?— They nearly all go into tho field. 

30.296. Do they sometimos soli in the streets P — Yes. 


30,207. Yon pnt this down as the estimated rout, or 
do you ftctoally pay it P— Tt belongs to tho estato. I 
give tho vent axxd oliargo it. 

30,293. Ai-e those market buildings belonging to tho 
estate ? — Yes. 

30.299. Do they hold in fee or my any rent?— They 
do not pay any rent. They wore onilt by Lord Devon. 

30.300. Could yon give mo the particulars of the 
oxpondit.uro yon wore at in tho erection of the market P 
— Woll, I oonld not loll you. 


30.301. You have no moans of ascortainiug that P— 
Yes. I could find that out if T wont through tho books. 

30.302. When was the bnttor market erected P — When 
the railway was opened, about 1875— when the Rath* 
kcalo Hailway was opened. 

30.303. Was there abutter market provioua tothatP 
No ; not a rcgnlai’ bntter market. 

30.304. Do yon hold tho butter on the samo day as 
tho general market ? — On Thursdays. 

30.305. If they bring in cattle oi* any other animal on 
market day, yon levy tho tolls you have montioued on 
the aohedule P — ^Yes. As a luattor of fact wo do not 
levy any tolls on markotdays— I moan every Thursday. 

30.306. As a mattor of foot if they bring in cattle do 
you demand the toll ? — N"o. 

30,3u7. Do they octoally bring in cattle ? — On market 
day 1 have seen cattle sold by auction in our morkot 
Bud wc uovcF asked for any toll- Drovers’ cattlu and 
everything else are sold, at d wo demand no tolls. 

30,308. Is this bntter market enclosed ? — Yes. 


30.309. Does it afford ample space accommodation 
for the butter brought bore P— Yes, I think so. 

30.310. Is tho butter gonorally brought in firkins P — 
All firkins that come into the market. 

30.311. I would like yon to give mo your own opinion. 
Do von think the public street is the proper place to 
hold the fairs from yonr own experience in couuoxiuu 
with fairs and markots ? — Woll, I should say it would 
bo much better to have a rognlnr fair-greon. 

30.312. Do yon think it would bo bettor for tho 
farmers, and that they wonld obtain a readior sale of 
their stock, if the fairs were conconfcriitod in a fnir-gi'oon, 
whore the havers could see all the cattle brou^t in, 
than having them scattered indiscriminately about tho 
town? — ^I think it wonld, and if these rights should 
hereafter fall into tho hands of a local authority they 
would have a much better %vay of collecting the tolls if 
they had a falr-grceii, bcoansethey could make a charge 
going into the fair-green, and it would be an easier way 
than the present of getting the tolls. I am sure it is 
better for the people of tiie town to have them on the 
Rtreots. 

30.313. Howfar do you think yonr jurisdiction erteuda 
here for the collection of tho tolls P — As far os tho 
ouHtoTu gaps. 

30.314. Where arc these gonomUy situated P Avu they 
in tho outskirts of the town P — No ; aronnd the aqnaro. 
The only one we have outside the square is one bore at 
the railway. We have one there to collect tolls on pigs 
and cattle going to the railway. 

30.315. Supposing a farmer was bringing in some 
stock on a fair day, and before reaching your onstom 
cap he effected a sale of the animals, if it rAmo to your 
knowledge, would you levy a toll ? — No ; we do not levy 
a toll 

30,816. Have cases oconrred of that kind? — ^No. I 
often knew cattle to be sold outside and never took the 
trouble to look after taem. • 


30.317. Outside tho oustom gap, but in thotownp— 
Yes ; before they ratno into tho town. We never low 
toll until they actually como into tho fair innido the 
enstom gap, aud thon tho coll is lovied. We would 
not levy tolls on anything outside the costom gap. 

30.318. Aro borsoH brought to tho fairs P We have 

had two hovso J'airs hero. Tlio nooplo of the town have 
gob up hovso fail's, ono was hold on tho ISthAugUBt, 
and one ou tho 10th Docember. Those are' the first two 
horsu fairs wo Imvo had, and although they were held 
on old fair days wo charge no tolls to ts-y and encourage 
tho iiorse fair. 

30.319. Previous to last year horsoR did not usnallv 
attund tho faii-s P — No. Wo only hi^ two horse fairs 
last yonr. 

30.320. Have yon any rnlos rognlating tho market 
horoP — No. Wo havo no Hpocial rnlos except for onr 
butter market. 

30.321. What ruloa havo you oroctod there, orara 
they tho buyers’ ruloH P — I think tho weigh-moster will 
bo able to explain that to yon. 

3(1,322. On fair days bavo you different streets 
allottod off for tho ox^toiraro of animals, or do they 
intermix P — Thoy iiiLoriubc. 

30.323. Havo yoa over hoard of aocidonts hap^pening 
from animals intermixing with one another?— d never 
heard to any oxtont. 

30.324. Did you over hoo tho toll colloctors collcotiiig 
tolls yomwolf ? — Yoa. 

30.325. When thoy boo the farmer coming out with 
his slock, do they inijuiro from him whether he has 
lionght or sold? — Thoy always ask whothor he has sold. 

30,320. If he says not, do tbuy allow him to go freeP 
—Yob. 

30.327. But, sup[)Osiug ho actually stated he bod not 
and they donbtod his nnswor, what course would they 
adopt P — They would inquire about iu 

30.328. Would thoy soizo tho animal P — They would 
detain tho animal until thoy made inquiries. 

30.329. Do thoy produce any book or paper to swear 
them P — No. 

30.330. Or ask them to touch tho toll board P — No. 

30.331. Have you got a copy of the toll board erected 
ateachgapP — No. wo uacd to hang them up, but they 
have been talccn out of tho fair for a long time. 

30.332. Practically, thon, tho farmers, in order to 
know tho rate of toll, have to roly on what yonr men ask 
thorn P— Yes. 

80.333. Either at tho markots or faiiw is there any 
toll board Qrootod for public inspection P— No. Ah a 
matter of fact if a man Rolls two or three cows, and if 
tho toll came to a la. and ho had only 95., thoy wonld 
take tho 95. Thoy turo not very strict. 

30.334. So you allow thorn to use thoir discretion now 
and again P— Yes. 

30.335. Havo you over hoard complaints That the 
charges have boon in any way oxoossivo P — No. 

30.336. No comphiints havo over been made directly 
to yonP— No. 

30.337. Have you over bought or sold at fairsP-- 
Woll, I have my oattlo sold, but I do not exactly do it 
myself. 

30.338. Do you tbink that tho larger toll on auimala 
only sold works bettor than u Bmallor toll on 
animal brought into tho fairP — 1 think it wonld w 
bettor for tho ravoirao if ovory animal were taxed that 
oame into tho fail'. 

30.339. Wliat por-coutago of tho animals would you 
say is soldP— I could not say. 

30,3*10. Yon koop no rooord of tho number coming 
ill P— No. 

30.341. Do yon keep any record at all of 

of tho different commoditios brought in on market oayB > 
—No. 

30.342. Ivon of batter P_ Too. Wo bio» On 

quantity of butter. . 

30.343. Do you keep any rocoi*d of the ourrem pn 
of those, Iho average ourrent prices P — Yes. I keep 
account of the price of bnttor on Thursdays. 

30.344. Only of batter P — Yea. 

30,845. Have you any snggeBtioiis to offer “ ^ 
yon think would tend to the improvement ot 
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markets or faii-s or’ in any way rolnfcing to them P— I 
do not know. I coul<l give yon a rctnrn of the nomber 
of firkins of batter and pigs, and things like that sold 
eaeh year. 

30.346. The witness was examined by Mr. McCarthy, 
solicitor, os follows : — 

30.347. Ton pnt down tho reremic from the markets 
and fairs ns 2^Z- Is that the gross or not P — That is 
the gi'oss average rerenuo for three years. 

30.348. The butter market was established in 1805 ?— 
About that. 

80,349- Could you toll me what wei-e the average 
receipts from the butter mai-kot between 1870 and 
2gg0 r I could not. I have not it separate. 

30,3u0. Conld you toll mo wbat itwna iioin all sonrcee 
daring that time ?— I could not. 

30.351. Was not it sometimes l.flOOi. P — 1 hare sent 
for a book that will give yon that. 

30.352. Do not you know the butter market has gone 
down more than half P — I know it has gone down 
tremendously. 

30.353. Before that redaction you cannot toll the 
Coort whnt the vovanno was? — I can when the book 
comes. 

30,364. Yon said it would bo better to remove the 
fair to o faii’-gx-con P — Tes. 

30.355. Would not that be injurious to the towns- 
people P — I think it wonld bo injurious to the shop- 
leepers, buc I think it would be batter for the actnul 
fair. That is my opinion. 

30.356. Why ? — Bocanso when yon go into the fnir- 

f reen yon soo the oattlo, and sco what yon want to 
ispose of uv purchaso. 

30,357. Is not tho land about Nowcasilo very wet P — 
It is. 

30,358. And cattle would suITer in such laud P— I do 
not know that they would. 

30,359. Would not they Iks nn to thoir knccss in mud P 
—I have seen the cattlo etauuing in the stroots for a 
day in winter. 

30,360. They have not them for sale ? — They wonld 
he only two or ttn-oo hours in the fair. 

.30,861. Ton suggested also that it would be better to 
pat a charge on the cattle going into tho fair. Wonld 
sot that also be injurions to tho town, and prevent a 
greet many farmers from coming into the fair when 
they go free into other places ? — It might, bat I think 
it would bo better for the tolls, I say this for the 
reason that tho tolls may hereafter become the property 
of a local authority, and it would be better for them. 

30,382. In what respect P — They wonld get a larger 
revenne if thero was a charge on everything that como 
into the fair. 

80,363. Supposing thore vvas groat deproasion in the 

f iriee of cattle, and they ooold not ho sold from fair to 
air, wonld not thoy get tired of coming into the fair 
and paying tolls ? — 1 wink they would . 

30,364. Do yon think that it wonld bo in tho interest 
of Kewoastle tohave the tolls vested in a local authority P 
—I really cannot say, t^canae I do not know the work- 
ing of a local authority. I have no csiwricnco of tho 
working of a local authority. 

30,365. Do not yon know at present there is uo one 
to tovive tho butter market or fairs held hero, or to 


bring them back to what thoy were originally, but tho 
townspeopi j P— I do not know’. 

30,366. Yon do not interest yourself in that way ? — I 
interest mysolf a gieat deal about it. 

30,307. About the bnetermarketp — Tea, and tho foii-a 
too. A ffiw years ago I got a ^at luunber of cards 
rinted and got them circulated in every possible way 
conld. 

30,368. Did vou contribute to the expense of croating 
a horse fair in Newcastle ? — No. 

30.3C9. Oi- did Lord Devon ?— No. 

30.370. Do you know the townspeople went to an ex- 
enditnre of 50h P — I do not know what they did, but I 
now thoy collected money. 

30.371. And to cuntinno that horse fair, do not you 
know, it will lie necessajy to i-aisc more funds so as to 
advertise itP — I suppse it will. I suggested at the 
lost horse fair when they came to me whetherwe would 
charge a toll or not on them, and if so 1 wonld give 
them the tolls towards the expenses. 

30.372. That is all yea wonld do ? — Yea, I promised 
to give them some money. 

30.373. Ton never gave it ? — But I will. 

30.374. Tho streets are kept in order by tho ccsspaycra 
through tho grand jury ? — Yes. 

30.375. Lord Devon does not expend any money on 
them P — No. Wo keep tho Imtter market clean ; wo do 
not keep tho streets clean. 

30.376. Have nob you the manure of the bnttor 
market P — Yes. 

30.377. You said a while ago the manure would pay 
for any ox]tenso ? — I think it would. 

30.378. (2J// tho ('.'onHJii#ncrticr.) Do you collect the 
manure at the market p — Tcs. The manure is swept 
into hoixps, and I cart it away. 

30.379. Conld you give mo the receipts for that? — I 
have no receipt. I cart it into the dctncstio. I suppose 
there arc lour or five loads every week. 

W,?.S0. Would thot bo about Is. a loud? — Yes. Ibis 
only hay and straw and things. 

30, Shi. [By 3fr. 3feC<ir<7ii/.) I oljservo from this 
charter that thero are only three fails at which Lord 
Devon is authorised to collect tolls? — Tcs, 1 said that. 

(Thd C<J»a»iKsioJier.) That is so far a,v Mj'. Curling’s 
knowledge extends, bub he docs not know whether 
another grant was made or not. 

30,882. (By Afr. AfcC'ni'1%, to Wiinw.) On wbat 
authority have tolls been collected on tho other fairs? 
— I conld not tell you. You will see from the sobcduln 
dated 1844. I sapposo they would not oolloct them 
unless there was some authority. 

30.383. (By Ihc Ofnimmioner.) Is it in contemplation 
to levy a toll at the horse ftiir P — I think so, if they were 
well established. 

39.384. You intend levying a toll ? — Yes. We want 
to encourage tho fairs at present. 

30.385. Then you contemplate the exaction of a toll 
when the horse fairs have beou fostered? — Yes. 

30.386. The receipt from that with the other receipts 
would go to the benefit of the estate ? — Yes. 

Tho witness subsequontly foi-wariled the following as 
a rotuni of the quantity of firkins of butter brought to 
the market, the number of pigs sold, and tho receipts 
for tho years 1871 to 1888 : — 


— 

1871. 

167S. 

187.9. 

IS?-!. 

1875. j 

ISTS. 1 

1.177. j 

1878. 

1970, 

Plrkinionmlter In market 

■17.7 n 

49.775 

^997 

44,051 

311.350 

3A.m 

37.711 

30,111 

21,017 

Snmbcr of iiijSB sold 

MTS 

11,1)90 

(1,030 

1 5,9.12 

a,.593 

i 7,07C 

10£I2 ' 

n.101 

Mil 

2«eipU, icU* and ciulmns 

£ n. a. 

^ 378 3 Hi 

£ t. d. 
3S1 3 5 

£ a. d. 
SSO 17 'i\ 

\ £ a. d. 
SU 4 7b 

1 £ *^ (/. 

: £ a. d. 
333 11 8S 

£ a. d. 
3»I 17 1 j 

£ i2. 

sni 1 ci 

£ a. d. 
202 1 t) 

awitin«rff.} 


— 

issn. 1 

1981. 

1882. 1 

16S3. 1 

1 1861. 1 

1885. 

1 INI. 1 

1397. 1 

1 1S82. 

firkins of butter In market 

S3,18B 

80,100 

84,151 

2S.45d 

SMkia 

\ S7,505 

1 Sfi.161 

90,733 

1 taoso 

.SniDbCT of pigs sold 

S,S«3 

4,094 

3,810 

4,705 

1 4,210 

4,990 

1 4,7119 . 

5.270 

♦.605 

tolU natl Custom* 

£ *. iL 
U7 1 (4 

£ a. il. 
3U 4 10 

£ a. d. 
SSO 13 0 

£ a. d. 
267 S 0 

\ e a. d. 

SSO 7 11 

£ a. d. 
Ul S 0 

j £ *. rf. 

23-1 17 0 

£ *. d. 
ta 13 11 

£ a. d. 
UK> 4 » 


, • TIiQ miraljw ot pijw sold only refer to tlio old Jai ra 

* » 59796. 3 R 
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Mr. Jotra Moylan oiftiained. 

30.387. Ton are the -weigli-mMtor in tho morkot?— 
Tgb. 

30,3!®. Is it only in tho bnttcr mni-kct yon attend P— 
Tes. 

30.389. Ton have no duties to pcrfoim in connexion 
with the general market ? — Tes ; both oa'o hold m tho 
same place. 

30.390. M ill you kindly mention to mo the different 
marketable commodities bronght on Thorsday and 
Saturday into the town ?— The market is Bcparated from 
tho town. It is a ent-away place altogether; it is 
different property. 

30.391. Mention tho commo^tioi that came there P— 
Potatoes, turnips, mangoUlB, all sorta of com, hay, 
straw, reeds, and buttci*. 

30.392. la any lump butter brought in P— No ; that 

is sold in tho town. j 

30.393. Aliout tho eti-eets ? — Yes. 

80.394. Arc vegetables brought in?— No; they aro 
sold abont the sb-cots. 

30.395. Any ft-nitP— Fruit is sold abont the street. 

30.396. Ton levyno chai'ge at all?— No. 

30.397. Is fish brought in ?— No. 

30.398. Is it sold alxmt tUo town P— Tea. 

30.399. Arc oggs bronght iu ?— No. Thoy aro bronght 
about tho town. 

30.400. Do yon compel all potatoes, turnips, hay, 
straw, and other commodities to go to tho market 
buildings P— We do not compel them'; wo can not oompol 
them. 

30,401- Can they pnt them olsewhoro in tho public 
thoroughfare ? — They cannot weigh ontaido ; thoy came 
in to get them weighed. 

30, -102. There arc no other scales in the town bnt 
yonrs F — No. 

30.403. The private shopkeepers novor weigh tho 
commodities for the fanners? — They sometimes do, 
becanse wo havo very largo markets and cannot como at 
the whole of them in the market-place. 

30.404. Do you deem your weighing facilities insuffi- 
cient to weigh them all? — Sometimes, abont the 25th 
March and two or three days in tho year. 

30.405. How many beams have you? — Two, and othein 
for the butter. 

30.406. Do you over weigh putatoes on tho bnttor 
scales ? — Never ; we have two beams in the bucter-shod 
and the lever. 

30.407. Have yon got a weighing machine capable 
of weighing cattle erected? — ^Yos, for weighing any- 
thing. 

80.408. When was that erected P — About 1871 or 
1872. 

30,400. Havo yourailmgs around it, or did yon make 
any alteration lost year P— We made a frame so as to 
keep the cattle on ih 

30.410. Did yon weigh any cattle on it since it was 
erected P — Only one or two. 

30.411. The fanners are not dcsirons of availing 
themselves of the opportunity of selling by live weight P 
—Ho. 

30.412. What charge do yon levy on potatoes? — A 
hol^nny per hundred. 

30,.tl3, It is only when you weigh yon levy tho 
charge P — That is all. 

30,41-L Do yon give a ticket denoting tho weight ? — 
Yes. 

30.415. Is it a printed foi-m ? — It has a printed 
heading. 

30.416. Have you got any of tho tickets here P — ^No. 

30.417. Are the potatoes sold before yon weigh 
them ? — Fotatoos arc sometimes sold. They are gene- 
rally sold before they weigh them. 

30.418. "Whether sold or not, if yon weigh them yon 
levy a ohargo P — Yes. 

30.419. Yon putou the tickets the number of bags, 
the description of the commodity in the bag, also the 
date and the name of the seller P— Yes. 

30.420. Ton collect the charges at tho markets from 
the seUer ?— Yes. 


30.421. At tlie fairs it is from the buyer or the person 

ill pcssoBsion of tho animid, when leaving? f tayg 

nothing to do with tho fairs. 

30.422. When woighiiig a bag of pobaLnes ilo yon over 
weigh tlui cmtity sack, or do yon cBtimate the toroP— 
Somctiinos wu weigh tho ompty suck ; wo geuerally 
allow for it. 

30.423. What is tbooKtimatedtaroif yon donotweich 

itP-411»fl. ^ 

30.424. Ifi it41i)S. always? — No, liocnnso we do not 
make less than a quarter oi’ a sixmo. 

30,42.5. Ton do not weigh a tnnallor quiuitity than a 
(imirl er stniio P— No. if it cxccodH Llui (luartor by more 
tWn a pound wo have IX) go hack and allow taoin than 
4 Ihs. for Lhc sack. 

30.426. Sn]HiiiHiug a siMik was liroiiglit in in wet 
wcatlior, luul was complctoly BatnrattHl with rain, would 
yon allow anytliiiig mlditional for that P — Certainly. I 
often saw thorn woigb 11 Uih. 

30.427. I suiipoBO yon only weigh thorn in case of dis- 
pute botwocn tho Iniyor and seller p — Tliat is all. 

30.428. In weighing corn what chai'go do yon levy P— 
Id. per cwt. 

30.429. Do yon woigli tho empty sacks P— No. Wo 
allow 4 lbs. niilcas they roqiiiro thorn to bo weighed. 

30,431). Do you levy any additional charge for the 
ompty sack? — No. 

30.431. Or any charge for giving the ticket? — No. 

33.432. The i<Z. a cwl'.. for ]KilatouK and a lil. per cwt 
for com cover ovorythiiig P — Yoh. 

30.433. Do yon kooj* a block of 1.ho tlokot P — No. 
30,43-t. So if they loso tho ticket yon gonomlly weigh 

again P— Wo murk tbo bags with chalk too. 

30, '435. Yon aro never able to keep a record of the 
qnnntiiy of com, potatoes, and other commoditia yon 
weigh r— No. 

30.436. Down to what weight do you weigh com? 
Do yon weigh down to 1 lb., 2 lbs., or a quarter stone ? 
— ^Down to 1 lb. 

30.437. Always? — ^Tes. 

30.438. Is tho taro tho only dcdnclion from the grona 
weight of com and potatoes P— Tho tare is the only 
deduction. 

30, '439. Nothing is allowed for boamago P— No. 

SO.ddsO. What do yon oluvrgo on bnttcr P—ld. a firkin 
before It o'clock and tbnn an adilitional Id. for any 
that cornea in nfbcj-. Tliat Id. wna pnt on to bring the 
farmers in time so as to givo an npjiortnnity of having 
it all weighed boforu the niavkot oponed. 

30,4'41. Is it on ontranco to tho market yon charge 
tho Id. per Arkin P— Yos. 

30,442. 'Wliother tbo firkin is subsequently weigh^ 
or soldP— Tea. Wo do not consider anything but the 
chargo. 

30, -443. Wonlil yon permit them to expose tho firlMS 
ontside tho market P — No. Wo could not prevent th§m 
if they wished to do bo. 

30, '444. Snppoaingifitwas,wonld yon levy achargeP 
— ^No. 

30,445. Have Ihoy over dnno an P — I Imvc seen them 
do BO, bnt I conld not fight with tbom. They must go 
through the market booanso tho Imyoi-s will not buy 
outsido, bnt I saw tbom soiling opposite my own door. 

30.4- 'tG. Tb tbo bnttor wcighcil bcl'oro it is sold P— It 
is. 

80,417. Always P — Not always. It is often weighed 
aftcnvarils. 

30.4- i8. Wlmt lionr doc* tji.. Iml.h'i' 

begin? — Tboro was a change hiab year; the “OW 
, changed to half-past 10 o’clock in the morning, it w 
changed bock a^in, after tho trniu coming m, to o 
o’olook. 

30,449. At present it is held at ouo 
do not know whether it is tho townspeople ur the unj“ 
changed it. 

30.4‘50. Can tho fiumors soil hofore that hour ff thof 
have an opportniiiliy of soiling? — No. They tn 
do that, bnt it was prevented. 

30,451. So you restrict tho sale of bnttcr until ono 
o’clock?— Yes. 
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80-^2. littvoyou all tibo batter Vi’oigliod before that 
iottr'p—ifo. Wo could bavo if they camo in time. 

30 453- Hara you any j)ortorago ebargea at tbc 
marketB ? Supposing a fa'-mcr brings in a load of [wta- 
toes wbo lifts tbu liags olf tbo oirl imd puts tboin on 
the ^08 ?— The I'annora tbwmsolvos. 

30 454- You bnvo no luuu to do t!mt wcivk ? — No. 

30 455- If Lliey bavu nob anfliciont manual asaistaaoe, 
wonU your men bolplbem? — ^Wo bnvo no men tboro 
Bsoept tte meu that ai'oiveigbiug. Wobnve luimWarts 
for rolling in the bags. 

30 456- You charge notbiug for the iiao of theao P— 
No.’ 

30,457. Axe there any ]>orUa‘3 around the town who 
make o living by lifting tbo bugs frojii tbc carta P — 
No. 

3iD,458. Wliftt do you charge for ivoigbiiig bay and 

p It ie 6<Z. a luml if it ia aabsciiucntly weighed, aa 

it is nHually, bat that iuclndcH oiilrunco t<j tbc field. 

30,459- rbo Biuno ohavgo on tuniipa, I snpjioso ? — Yea. 

30.460. Have yon only onu ebarKofor weighing a load 
DO maiter what tbo comm<jdit,y in ? — Yea. 

30.461. If they weigh a load of potatoes, is it Od. yon 
charge P — No ; I charge the same r.kto us at tho scales. 

80.462. And the samo on corn P — Yes. 

30.463. Do you give a ticket denoting tho weigbt 
when yon weigh the load P — Yos. 

30.464. On tho some fomi ns yon produce P — No. \Vc 
hare a huge ticket for the lover. 

80.465. D(3 yon always weigh tho cinjity cart ? — Yes. 

I [ilnays weigh the umpty enrt for notbiug. 

30, -466. Dui-ing your connojiion with tlui market Imve 
yon ever beard of frauds lioiiig coramittud by changing 
the cart or suhstituting lighter wbools P — .1 heai-d soiuo- 
tliing about it. 1 have never aecu any case. 

30.467. Have any prosooutions over issnod from the 
detectioii of this P— ifo. 

30.468. Supposing frauds wore committed in the 
asrket, who would proscouto the ofFoudeiu P — I would 
complaiu then to Kv. Curling. 

30.469. HaTe legal procoodings ever taken ploco in 
oonuexion with the market P — Yes, for buttei’. 

30.470. When afii-kiu of butter is bi-ougbt in do your 
coopers drain itP — The firkins lire generally tiirmid 
nmide down, and tbo cooper tests them by knockiug 
the side. 

30.471. But be never completely shdiis the firkin P — 
kcB, if they diso^o uboiit the tare. U the cooper says 
the tore is so much, and tbo buyer says it is not, and 
they disagree, they bring in a machine to open tbo 
butter. 

30.472. You actually do strip it in cose of dispute 
between the buyer atid soUev P — Yea. 

80.473. Is tho taro ever bmndod on tbo firkinP — Y ob. 

30.474. -Always P — Not alivays. 

30.475. In addition to Hint bramlod taro, is tboru luiy 
deduction for soakago or pickle P — ^No. 

30.476. Only the branded taro P — Yes. 

30.477. Do yonr coopors stinko tbc firkin and coll out 
the tare when it is branded on tbu firkin P — About three 
or four years ago tlioy got all the coopers through the 
country to brand tho tores on tho firkins and the 
farmers were diapiitmg. Wc got tboin to brand them 
m order to know tho coopoi's who mado tbo fii'kiiis, and, 
tOBee they were right, they made them brand them 
with their own name oaid brand. 

80.478. Tho bruiiued tni’o is tho only dednetiuu from 
the gross weight, hut if there is a dispute, how do you 
manage P — I do not know anything about how tuoy 
manage, 

80.479. Do they allow oiiy thing additional for soaknge, 
bewnae when the firkin U brtuidcd it is somewhat 
l^hto than if used at many markets with butter and 

soaking into it P — I do not interfei-o with 

,^>480. Between the buyer and aallei’ is there any 
^~“cbon from the weight ascertained ? — They take the 
^411)8. or 161bs., 08 the case may ho. 

50,481. That is tho amount branded P — Yes. 


36.482. Du you use tho noond weight when weighing 
buttor ? — Wo do. 

30.483. Do you go lower P — Not lower. 

30.484. You uever weigh Iuuijm ? — No. 

30,483. Do you keep a block of the butter ticket ? — No. 
30,’l8d. Do yon cuter it into any book? — No. 

86,487. {I'o 3fr. How do you keep a record, 

of these P — I keep u record from Ibo luouey 1 got. 

30,-18R. (7’o tha Weir/h-r-uiatcr.) Do you give any 
receipt for this charge? — No. 

30.489. It is ou entrance the charge is payable ? Yos. 

50.490. Do you think the market buildings crocloii 
ad'ord sufficient siiaeo accouimodatiou for tha commodi- 
ties brought inP — Certainly. In fact, it is too largo at 
present. 

30.491. Do you evei’ oWaify tho butter P — No. 

30.492. It is always left to the buyer, who tastes it 
himself? — Yes. 

30.493. Do you think the fiu'mers and buyers would 
bo disposeti to rely ou tho tasting of an iiidepondent 
individual? Do you think it would be more satisfactory 
to the fanner H — Well, I suppose it would. 

30.494. Do you evei' hoai- them complaining that they 
have not got the ode<iantu value of their firkin of butter ? 

— I often licard them complaining, coitoinly, 

30.495. Did you ever heai' them suggesting that a 
tostur should be eugauod P — ^No. 

36,490. Do they buy butter bnre on difl’ciunt clasaifi- 
entions, tho same ns in Cork mid ulscwbcroP Do tboy 
buy the bnttcr as firsts, sucouds, and thirds P — 1 sup |>060 
they do. Tbo fui'incrs oi'c very goisl judges, ami they 
know’ tbo value of the liuttor very well. 

30.497. The wituess was then cxiuuiueil liy Mr. J. 
Ounduu, Boiicitoi', ns follows: — 

30.498. How long are you couueetod with tbo 
market p — 19 years. 

30.499. That would be somewhere about the yeoi 
1870P-YOS. 

30.500. Up to the year 1880, 1 dare say, you recollect 
pret^ well the markets and pi-oducc bought and sold 
there ? — ^Yes. 

30.501. And from 1880 to 1885 you have a general 
knowledge of it P — Yes. 

30.502. How much, do you think, in butter alone has 
the luiu'ket decreased for tho lost It) years ? — It has 
dcoreused about one half. 

30.503. Up to a short time ago tbo townspeople did 
not take muoh mtci'est iu fairs or niurketsP — ^No. 

30.504. Do you recollect when tboy did first ? — ^Yes. 

30.506. When? — Some time last yeai‘. 

30.507. Arc you aware that since that time — tho fair 
luid m.'irket oonunittoc wus established bore some 12 
months ago — that tbc markets and fairs have been 
improved P — I am aware the markets havedisimproved. 

30.508. How is that P — Bccauso they made tho market 
iu Alibeyfeale by changing the hour. 

30.509. Wbioh hom-P — They changed the hour foi 
the Biilo of ]>nttov here to 10 o'clock iu tho morning and 
tho farmers complainod of it. 

30.510. Has not that been changed liock again to tho 
old huurP — It has. 

30.511. Do not you know that was dono at the request 
of tbo buyoi-a? — I beard tbc buyers saying it was dune 
at the rcqnoBt of the townspeople, and I heard tho 
toivnapcojile say it was done at tho request of the 
buyers. 

30.512. Do nob you know tho bnyoi’S were anxious to 
come bei'e at nino o’clock so ns to ship their batter in 
tbc evening? — The buyers told me that; the principal 
buyer. 

30.513. Who is the pi'iucipal buyer? — Mr. atokes. 

30.514. Do not you know ho was the gi-enteat advocate 
of the change ? — He was. 

30.515. Be that as it may, it is back to tho original 
hour P — ^Yes. 

30.516. Do you charge for weiching butter? — ^No. 
Tboro is no cbnrgo except tbo charge at the gate, 
coming in. 

311 2 
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30,617. [By Uui Owmineioncr.) _Wlmtdo you aBsigu as 
tlic reason I'or the falling off iu Iho markets r — iho 
change iu the hour. 

30.518. That is in the butter market? — The butler 
market alone. 

30.519. la there a decrease in the hay and straTr 
market also ?~Thcro is no decrease in that. 

30.520. What hour does the general market usually 
begin ?— The general mai'ket usually begins about 10 
or 11 o’clock. 

30.521. What hour does it terminate ?— That depends 
a good deal on the demand. 

30.522. Usnally, I say P— About throe o’clock. The 
hutter market is much the same. 


Mr. WiLLUil PuiliN examined. 


30.523. I beliore a fair and market comiiiittec is 
established here, and tliat you are the honorojy 
aeoretary? — ^Yes ; Faira and Markets’ Association. 

30.524. Who comprise that committee? — The prin- 
cipal traders of the town. 

50.525. Was there any particular qualification to 
become a member of it P— l?fo. 

30.526. Have you any rules constituting the com- 
mittee ? — No. 

30.527. No recognised rules P — It was merely for the 
purpose of the fairs and markets. 

30.528. For what purpose was the committee esta- 
blished ? — For improving the faii-s and reviving them. 

30.529. W’hero did they find the falling off? — They 
were visibly going down. 

• 30,530. They wanted to develop the fairs at which 

tolls were levied as well as those at which tolls were 
not levied, and to exercise some sort of influence over 
the fab'3 and maikets P — ^Yes, and to give a better tone 
to the fairs. 

80.531. For the henefit of the trade of the town 
generally ? — ^Yes. 

30.532. When were they established? — In March 
last. 

30.533. What work did they do since? — ^We started 
horse fairs and improved the cattle fairs. 

30.534. That is by advertisements ? — ^Yes ; we dis- 
tributed cards through Dublin and other places. 

30.535. Is there a weekly calf market held on 
Saturday ? — Yes, during the season. 

30.536. Are tolls levied at these P — ^No. 

30.537. When was that calf market established P — In 
the year 1885. 

30,638. The townspeople also established this?— Yes. 

30,53iJ. I see lambs and young pigs are also sold on 
Saturday?— We thought to revive that; that was an 
old market in the town a long time ago. We thought 
to revive it and failed. 

30,540. Are young pigs brought on market dayP— 
No. 


30.541. Arc fowl ?— Yes, fowl ai-o sold in the maikot. 

30.542. Is there a toil on them ? No. 

30.543. No chm-ge at all P — No. 

30.544. Standing or otherwise ?— No. 

^ 30,545. (2*0 Ifi'. Cttrling.) Have you any stalls at all 
m the market ? — No. 


30.546. Is there a charge for weighing wool? If 

weighed in the market there would be. 

30.547. {To Mr. Moylan.) Is wool weighed in the 
market ? — Yea, sometimes. 


30,548. What do you charge ? -Wo charge a penny a 
pack. •' 


30,459. TThat would you charge next Saturday if wool 
were Prouglit iu? — They Ijring in Bmall packs. 

30,530. Do you charge a penny on them no matter 
what lha quantity would be? — Yes. 


30,551. The witness, 
Mr. McCarthy, solicitor, 


Mr. Phelan, was examined 
as follows 


by 


30,552. How did you raise funds?— By subscription 
ol the- shopkeepers, ^ 


30,553. What auiouut did you collect P— 501. 

30,55-4. How was that expended, for what puvuoeeP— 
It was expended fur advortiHing. It was maiuk sneak 
iu cBtablishing horao fairs that did not exist. ^ 


3(1,555. Will you havti to ciiiitiuuo that 
lo keep up llie fivivH? — Ycu. 


expenditure 


30.556. TT.OW will you collect fuiulH for the next fair 
iu March P — 'i'biit is wlial wc arc at a loss to knew. 

30.557. How much is nucoHsavy for that purpose?— I 
Huppuso 'ZQl or 251. to make it a sucocss. 


.30,558. 'L’hiib oomes Irom the Hhopkeepovs P— Yes. 
Mr. Curling Ima promised to give ua aoinethiug. 

30,550. That ia i;lio only private siiljHcriptitmyou have 
got outside the townspeople ? — Yea. 

30,560. {li!/ihr.(loimii.iHK!o)urr.} Have your efforts been 

fairly hnccusHful P— 'L'hoy wei'o very successful. I 
the tone of tlio old faiiu improved decidedly, and the 
horse lair wns a decided HuiiceSH. 


30.561. {Bif Mr. MaCiirllty.) Would you require more 
accommodation fortlio horse lair than you hadupto 
thisP — The liold is snflicient. 

30.562. Had you a field P— Yes. 

30,,5(i3. No^v do you tliiuk that it would be wise to 
transfer tho I'ogulation of the markets and fairs to a local 
authority and take it out, of tho hands of a private 
individual P — I think it would be decidedly for the 
odvaritago of tUo town. In saying that I am giving 
tho opinion of tho Fairs and Markets’ Association. 

30,564. And all the roupcctablu (•radospooplc of the 
town couBtiLuto that? — ^Yos. 


30.565. Would you be sui advocate for removing the 
fairs lo a fair-green outside tho townP — No. 

30.566. In your opinion would not that be very 
injurious to tho trade of the town P~I think it would. 

30.567. Do you thiuk it would bo wise to nmbi> a 
cli.argo on cattle coming into the fair without being sold 
at all P — I thiuk that would bo injurious to tho fairs. 

30,668. Do you remomber when the additional fairs 
were established P — Scarcely in my time. 

30.569. Yon do not know the expeuditure in doing 
BO P— No. 

30.570. What authority would you suggest should 
have control of the fairs and markets P-3, think they 
should CBtablish a local body, such as tbo town com- 
miflsionei'S Under the To^vna Improvement Act, and let 
tho commiBsioners have the control, that is, if they gel 
control of tho tolls. 

30.571. Would there bo any difficulty in cstabliBhing 
town commiBSionoi's if tho tolls were handed to 
them? — If they got the tolls there would be no difficulty. 

30.572. '.l’hoy would also havo oonti’Ql of tho streets 
and tho repairs ? — That is another thing 

30.573. Is there anytdiiug else you would like to 
Biiggcst yoursolfp— Nothing olso, only to say the fairs 
and markets required some association to promote tbep. 
If there was no aHsociatiou soino time back the fairs 
would go down. 

30.574. To your knowledge tlio butler market bM 
gone down half ?— It hfiH gone down surely by one half. 

30.575. 'Tho general fair is hold on the HlTcotsP— Yes. 

30.576. And tho horse fair is hold iu a fieldP — Yes. 

30.577. Is that tho sanio field as tho hay market?— 
Yea. 

30.578. Do you thiuk that field is bettor for the horse 
fair than the public Btroet P — The horso fair could not 
be held on tho public sti-eot. 

30.579. Wliy ? — Becauso it is tlio soma day na the 
cattlo fair. It -would bo daugorous Lo both. 

30.580. Do you tl'iink if a field were provided for a 
borao fair it would bo doairablc ? — I do not think so. 
That field on wlucli tho horse fair is held would not be 
large enough. 

30,681. (By ilka Ooimmaimor.) Leaving oat tbo 
question of tho Riiitability of tho site, do you think n a 
field was provided, convenient to the trading 
of the town, that it would bo tho proper place to hoW 
cattle as woU as homo fairs? — It would not serve the 
interest of the town. 

30,582. Would the traders put up with any incon* 
veuienoo to them cansed by the fairs being held on me 
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itreote inoroly for trade puriMjBUH i*— Yea. They Lavo 
Tery high i-entH to meet. 

30 583. You have uo knowledge whea tho other six 
fnira 'wore eatabliahcd P— o. 

30 584. Yott atotcfl in coimcxion with all fairn or 
markets, whether hero or elacwlicre, that you thiuksome 
committee or authority ahonld have puwor of control 
over them aud not have theni iii tho haiida of a private 
individual. Is that the opinion of tho committee P— 
Yea that is tho uuanimouH opinion of tho committee. 

30 585. nave yon over diBciisacd it ? — Yea, often ; at 
our last meeting. 

30 586. Why did they form ihjit opinion, or why did 
you form it youi-sclf P — Boenuso wo saw for tiio post 10 
years, os far on my memory could cany me, the fairs 
and markets were going down us there was no recog- 
nised body to look after thorn or ]irotooL thorn ; and 
lately local fairs luid jiiorkctB were Htarted around hero 
and injured the fairs aud raavkets in Newcastle. 

30.587. IBii Hr. Cmulon.) Are these under local 
authorities thomsalvca, such as Drumcoudra and Ahhcy- 
foftle P— Yes. 

30.588. (BytlteCwmiaaioner.) Whore a local authority 
esiBtfl, Lhen, you think they aliould obtain compnlsoiy 
powers to nicquire these rights P — Yes. 

30,689. You think tho tuiited ofTorts of tho gentlemen 
of the hoard would tend to hettor nuum^ment of tho 
markets than whou they are tmdur individual control ? 
—I certainly think they could impi-ovo them hy adver- 
tising and briugiug tbeiu liofore the public. They 
never advertisod undor fcbo old miuingomcut. 

30.590- Were any ctmtribntiona given to tho com- 
mitteo in roapoct ol' tho charges here P— None. 

30.591- Although they received tho Iwuofit of the 
lobours of the committee P— Yes. 

30.592. Do you think tho jxioplo who have grievimces 
to complain of iu eonue-Kion with tho fairs can have 
them remedied more readily if a local authority hnd 
control than a private iiidividnalP — Yes. 

30.593. Is that one of the reasons that you arc iu 
favour of a local authority oblainiug control P— Yes ; 
that is one of tho roosous. 

30.594. Have you any suggestiou to make as to what 
yon think would tend to tho improvement of tho fairs 
or markets hero P — No more tlmuwhat Ihave oxpros.sed. 

30, -595. You ore iu trodo in the town P — ^Yes. 

30.596. What tnide P — Grocery. 

30.597. Did you ever discirss the advisability of 
eBtablishing a town commission P — Yea ; it was 
sometimes discussed. 

30.598. You say that if the fairs were vomovod off tho 
Rtreets much opposition would be given by the traders P 
— Tes. 

30.599. Would that O])positiou ho couiiiied to any 
parlioular class of traders P — Noj because tho fairs 
extend through tho streets of the town, so I think the 
opposition would bo general. 

80,800. Tho draper wtmld oppose such a romovul as 
well as tho publican P — Yus. 

30,601. {By Mr. Curlhiy.) You say uo trouble was 
taken about the faiw, and that they ^vere never advor* 
tised. Are you awiuo they aro advertised P — No. 

_ 80,603. Have you ever scon thorn advertised in the 
time-tables of the Waterford and Limerick Enilway P — 
No. 

30.603. Are yon awaro that I got all the fairs printed 
onliitle cards that a man could put iu his wnistcont 
tecket and distributed them through the country ? — I 
heard you did, hut never saw thoiii. 

30.604. {By Mr. MoCaHhj.) Your committee was 
formed to revive the fairs ? — Yes. 

3u, 605. Yon would take a greater interest iu them 
than a private individual would P— Yes. 

30.606. {By Mr. Gwliiuj.) Have tho committee ever 
^ggested anything to mo that I did not carry ont P — 
Yon always carried out everything wo naked you to do. 

(3fr. McGarlhy.) You cannot bo expected to work up 
airs as well as a number of individuals having an 
mtereat in the town. 

80.607. (Kr. PXsfan.) Ha gives every help in his 


30,608. {BytlteCoiniiiiinsiuiier.) Did you ever hoar any 
complaints of tho charges lc\*ied at the fairs P — No. 


Mr. Georgb L. Skbeiiy examined. 

30.609. Yon hoard the evidence of Mr. Phelan? — I 
did. 

30.610. Do you concur in his remarks when he stated 
that the local authority should have control over the 
markets and fairs generally P — Certainly. I think the 
townspuonlo feel very much, and so do the ralopnyors 
outside, that the revenue of the fairsshoujd he goum to 
ono jnivate iudividnal. Mr. Curling has atated, and Ido 
not agree with him that the cleansing of the street 
would pay for the inacadamising and injury done l;y 
tho fairs. It would do uo siioh Ining. 

30.611. {Mr. CnrUiiij.) I did not say the macada- 
mising, 

30,61*2. [Tho Coumiisgi'vuei'.) 1 said the cleaning. 

30,613. {Mj*. Shcch/.) They (the towuapoople) think 
tUc-mscIves the lord of the soil has no right to any of 
tho tolls. They macadamise tho streets and ilug the 
streets ; they do cver 3 i.hing ; they build the honsos and 
made the town themselves, all private speculators ; tho 
townspeople built the town and Lord Devon has no 
property exceiit a few small houses. 

30,614. Do yon roiucmber when there were a less unmber 
of fairs than 12 ? — I remoinber six fail's being in the 
year •, now there arc 12, hut I do not runieinbcr what 
tho patent states. 

30.615. Do ynn know when tho other six fairs were 
established ? — No, but I should say 25 years ago. The 
other six fairs were put in at the &aggc.siiou of the 
townspeople trying to bring business into the town. 

30.616. Were they all established ut the some time? 

— ^Yes, I believe. 

30.617. No tolls were levied at them? — No ; I do not 
see how they could levy them at them. 

30.618. Did you ever hoar tolls vrere levied ot any 
less number than sis ? — I uever did. 

30.619. Tolls have always been levied at the six fairs 
held within your mcmoiy P — Yes. 

30.620. Did you ever hear that any of the old fairs 
wore toll froo P — I never did. 

30.621. Are you in trade in the towuP — No. I own 
some property and am living in the neighbourhood. 

30.622. {By Mr. Coudon.) You hold a large farm out- 
side the towuP — Yes. 

30.623. Where you reside ?— Yes. 

30 624. You know every inch of Ncwcasblo West P — 

I do. 

30.625. You attend the fairs and markets here P — My 
business brings me there always. • 

30.626. What improvements would you soggest your- 
Bcir in the markete, and theu we will come to tho fairs ? 

1 think if we got under the Towns Improvement Act 

it would bo of great utility to the town. I was against 
it at one time, but I am a convert now. 

30.627. Do you think if powei-s •\vcre given to have 
the tolls handed over to the authority that there would 
to any objection P— Certainly not. in fact they are tho 
only people who could manage them properly as they 
are now managing them. 

30.628. In other words, they are opposed to taxation 
without ropresentationP— Tliey are. For instance, the 
other iiy they got up a horse fau- and only two faii-a 
wei-o held yet. They went to a great deal of trouble^ 
about the horse fair ; they paid the hotel expenses of 
the buyers who came’here, and the fairs were a wonderful 
snoceas. 

30.629. Do youbelieveit is necessary for the next fair 
iu March to expend a good deal of money to entice the 
buyers to come P — Yes. 

30 630. As amattci' of fact they uufortuuately cbished 
with’ other fairs aud had to use eveiy inducement pos- 
sible P— Yes. Believe me, if the public bring in the 
horses the buyer will go wherever he thinks he gets 
value. 

30 631 And only there was a local oommittea to get 
up the horse fair it would not be got up P— They never 
tried it. 
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80.632. {By tim Cwmiaaioitor.) Huvu you formed imv 
ideas au to the eracLioa of H toll at allf Do you think 
if a toll is levied at laiw it acts an a deteri'oot ou a 
farmer briugiug iu tbc supply of stock he -would otherwise 
bi-uig?— If it IB establialied for any time I do uui. ihink 
it -would, hut if for a few years thoy let the horso fair go 
free it would bo -well; at tho same time uobody would 
mind payiujj Cii. Aii' a horso. 

30.633. There lu-o no chai-ges at tiie horse fnii-s ? — No. 
The lord of the soil has givoii the use of the field for the 
time Ivniigi hut not psrmaucuUy. 

30.631. Is there any great diHerouoo between tho 
nttondnuco at tho old fairs and the newP — Latterly 
uoue whatever, and that is owing to puijlioatioii. V/c 
all have tho old fairs iu tho hood, and if -wo got the now 
fairs into our head they will vemaiii thoi-e just os tiio 
old 0 U 08 . 

30.635. Supposing a local autliority obtained compul- 
sory power to purcliQsc markoL rights exisliug here, how 
-would youcouaider any profit derived should be applied? 
—The people would work tbwm up. They would jiut 
tolls on tho six uow fairs j they would put tolls on tho 
horse fairs. 

30.636. How would they apply thac revenue ? — To the 
cleansing and lightlug of the town, and chat iBnecessary 
because we ai-e in a state of total dorkueBS. They -would 
apply it to keep the town clean, and, if neceasary, con- 
struct waterworks. 

30.637. You would apply all the profits to municipal 
purposes ? — Yes. 

80.638. And the farmoi-s of tho counti-y would have 
to pay for the couTouience the traders of tho town 
would receive P — Certainly. 

30,630. You chink thoy should do so? — Gei’tainlj, 
within a certain dlstanoo. 

30.640. What return would thoy give the farmers for 
that? — ^Whon thoy couio into the towu thoy have tho 
fair. 

30.641. At present -what return is given to tho farmer 
for the toll ho pays at the six fairs P — Tho immediate 
disposal of his goods and a home market. 

30.642. Is it for tho liberty of selliug on the public 
thoroughfare ? — Yea. 

30.643. Did you ever hear tho farmers complaining 
of that P— I never heard them complaining of the tolls 
of any fair 1 over went to. 

30.644. Suppusiug there were two fairs near ouc 
another, and one was toll free and ntthoo^er tolls were 
levied, which do you think the farmer wo^d prefer to 
go to P — It would uot make any dittereucc. 

30.645. You think ho n'ould not consider the exaction 
of a toll if he tbiuks he could efioot a ready sale of his 
stuck P — It makes no dili'erenue. A man has to sell ibr 
many rcasous, such os to pay the rent, and if he kept 
the cattle it would be ruiuous. Ho must soil whenev^ 
he wants to, and it is not the seller who has to pav thn 
tolls at all. 

30.646. Is not it always the individual who is in 
possession of iho animal at tho custom gan who -oavs 
the toll ? — It is. 

30.647. Are not tho buj-era in the habit of telling the 
farmers to leave their stock at a field, or yard, or per- 
haps at the railway station ? — Thoy aro. They an-an"-o 
that when goiug out with the bai-ou of the fair and pay 
him, but in pigs it U tioite cUllerent. They stop to 
uiuoh for iLo oustoni of tho pig when paying you, 

30.648. Is that what they call luck ?— No. They stop 
3d. ou the fat pig and 6d. for luck; they stop oi. 
altogether. If I bought a pig to-morrow I would atop 
the very same. 

.30,640. Doyoii think that the farmer -when selling 
his p'gs takes into account the 9d. the huyers stop 
from him ?— Ho does certainly ; it is only a slight coii- 
sideratiau. 

30.650. Ho adds it to the price he asks ?— Ho does 
not add’^o the price because the buyer buys at so much 
owfi. 

30.651. Supposing that 6d. was not stopped and the 
3d. toll not paid, would ho give the pig 9d. less ?— I sup- 
pose ho would. In butter he deducts 6d. for luck and 
6J. for caiTiage ; that is never taken into account, 

_80,6_{>2. (By 3Ir. Co?idoJi.) This ejnestion about tho 
fairs, if they were developed under a local authority 
would not it be a great inducement to the farmers 


around Nowcaatlo to scud huro inatcail of to other 
])!ucob ? — Vos, and by iidvorUsiug and other things and 
with a milway into tho towu, wo ooold make the pig fab- 
much it is uot at pi-ubuiit. ° 

30,653. Du you think a groat iloat coubl bo done m 
tho Way of ik'vulupiiig tUc fairK in Newcastle P—Thav 
ai-o coimiionciiig to work now. 1 have u certain 

cla buf c.vUlo uiyboll', ullliongii living within half an 
hour’s walk of the town, i do not send them into this 
fair bocaiiho tliero would Ixi no u.su iu Imviugthe cattle 
hero {iH there would bo no [ioy[ilo huro lo buy tbein, but 
when tho people aro tliorc to buy tliom the cattle’ will 
be brought. 

3U,6G4. I holiovo iit tlio last fair in NowcaHtlc, o<ri«K 
to tho advoi'Lisiiig, ovory lioiist wiw bought ?—l hoard 
it. 

3U,(iS5. {llii Ihu Ou-iii.wiHHitrniti-.] Wlmt would you say 
is tho avoi-iigu por-i:oulugu of i,hc iminmlH sold through- 
out tho yoai' P — I could not toll you that. 

3U,656. iL’y Mr. (JoiuIoh.) What is your opiuiouabont 

thetwlviHabilityonioldiiigtlic Juirsuii thosk’eot or hi 
a livir-gi'ccn? — Thom arc many f.hin,gH iu favour of 
hohling bliom as tliuy m-o. Thoro is no part of Ireland 
that the soil is so rotouuvous huro, and if you had fairs 
iu a grocii during tho wintci- you ivould havowet up 
to your knees. You could not have laud hero for fairs 
ns tho huid around tho town is uot fit for it. .Another 
thing is that thoro is a very largo a<[iiaru and the streets 
aro voi-y largo, and thoro is very little or no infcerrup- 
tiou of traffic. 

30,057. You liavo iiovor hotml e^iiniilaiiits b*om tho 
private mhabiUint.s of t.lio town boing dolayeil when 
procoodiug on tlioir biiHitiuH.s by tho laiis being held on 
ilio stroots ? — No. 'I'boro wore objections formerly 

when tho pig fair wiH hold um-ly in t.iio morning. Tho 
pig {iiir is not. liold now iiutil 8 o’clock. Tho pig liiir is 
held tho day pvovious to tho cal.tIo lair, uuloas 3ui fair 
falls ou Sunday. 

30,658. (By tho Uo'iniibmioiK^',) Havo yon sufficient 
railway facilities for the fuiva huro P — I tluuk we have. 
It is a luattor for tho considemtion of the |Hiuplo if they 
require more. 

30,650. Tho railway company moot yon in anything 
voasonuhleP — Yes. Thoro was some talk about aohaugo; 
achango was modo hero at tho suggestion of the huyera. 
Ins-tcacl of opening tho mai-ket at 12 o’clock, as they did 
fonnsrly in tho boiling boat of tho sun, they resolved to 
cliaugo it to 10 o’clock and thoy did so. 

30.660. la thoro sufliiuout sholtcr ivccommodatien in 
the butter market ? — Plunty, hucauso the butter market 
has gone down ; but there wa.s ouu time it was tight 
enough whou it used to bo filled. 

30.661. It affords uuHioiont sholtor P — Yes. 

30.662. You havo uo reason to complain of the 
market p — No. 

30.663. Ib tho hay, corn, and potatoes always bought 
by weight P — Thoy are never bought by bulk. There 
might bo a donkey’s load Unit ivould not bo worth 
putting into tho luaohiuo luid it is bought by bulk. 

30.664. Would you liavo to pay any oliargc for that? 
—No, uidosB it ia woighod. 

30.666. Have you any BUggcHtioii to olier?— No. only 
tbe Huggostion for blio bciiolit of tho tmvii in giving the 
]ioople control of tho nuirkots and fairs, and lot theni 
duvolup tbom away. It is their own intci-eat to develop 
thuui. 

30,660. {Bij Ml'. Moilarthji.) is tho railway accoiunw- 
dation buffiolout for tho toulu of tho town and the 
bo.xiiig ol cuttlo P — I could not toll yon that. 

30.667. ^ByMr. Curliuy.) D’ai.x or seven sjiocialtraiM 
wero roquii-cd, would not tlio railway company provide 
them? — I BUppOBO they would; it would be their 
iutcrcBt. I'hoHO faii-s aro of groat importance to ma 
riu'mcro of tho connUy and townepooplo. It costs a 
groat deal to scud unttlo or stock to Tralee, 

and Limorick sometimes. 

30.668. {JJythaUuwutiiiBioniir.) Within what limits aw 
stock brought hero to the faii-P — The faii-s in Newcawe 
are fed and supported by tho bai'ony of Lower Connolly, 
Upper Connolly, Glouquin, and Shalm'n. 

30.669. Within what limits -would you say P — Twenty 
square milos. 

80,070. Would you say within a radius of 20 or 25 
miles P— Yes. 
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30 671. Within ’B’liat rodm.s avc tho raarketablo com- 
lUoditiM bvougUtP — That would bo only 12 miles at 
each side. I know before the ostnbliehmont of the horse 
fair a fai’mci’ would have to send a homo to Limerick, 
and it would cost threo or lour sliilliiiRs, iind would 
hare to i«top three or four doj's. U is very imnort.mi to 
the fanuors to have a I'aii' in their own iioighbuiirlmoil. 


30,093. (Jiy ^fr, McCarthy.) Do you rommnber the 
attempt to change the fair to a field a long time ago, 
that did not exist long? — There was only one horse fair 
nml it was a failure. 

SO.Gfl-t. (Jiij tho CMamisaioncr.) Who wm it removed 
it? — 1 ronld not tel! jou. It is over 111 years ago. 


Mr. JAirss Crbcab oxamiiicd. 

30.672. IJiy Mr. MeCurUiy.) You nro a tnulcr in the 
town P— Yea. 

30.673. Do yon romomlxir when tho new fairs wore 
established P— I do. 

SO.GT-t. lu what yo-ar P — 'Cho ilrst now fair was held 
in January 186(5, but tho first attempt to eatnUish fairs 
wiifl iniulo on tho 3rd Novcmljov IfcKi'i. 

30,670. By whom wa.s tlmt atk'iupt mmlc P — By the 
people of Ncwciwtlc. 

30.676. Were they all estiibliabed at the same time ?— 
Yea. Dean O'Brien wrolo an elabomto paper about 
them, and he sbowod tlici'o were 40U aipinro miles of 
conntry depending almost altogethnr on the few and 
importnnt fiiixB of this town and i.lio fairs of Abbeyfealo, 
and that Lbe neceseity of establisbing new fairs and 
DiidcaTonring to revise the old faii-s did exist. 

30.677. [liy the C'otamwsfonflr.) U.avo they been a 
sueecss ? — They are Ihirly siiceesfifnl. 

30.678. Did you render any assistniico towards the 
establisWeut of them at the time P — 1 did. 

30.679. I suppose they ivore caUiblisbod wilh tbc 
consent of tho owner ovhisugeutP — Yea; there was a 
movement moiu than 20 yoai's ago in which tho late 
ilr. Curling took part. 

30.680. Were funds collected to cst-ablish these fairs ? 
—There were. There was 131. 15s. 5tl. given at one time 
to the railway for special trains to give facilities to 
btjyei-B and sellein to come in. 

30.681. That had to bo paid to the railway ? — T paid 
it. I was troasiiver at tho tlino. 

30,632. Who made up tbatfimdp — Tho townspeople. 
30,683. Ton nro a member of this now committee ? — 

I am a member of it. 

30,681. That is a committoo to establish n horse fair P 
-Yes. 

30.685. Wlmt funds wero colloetod for that purpose P 
—About 601. 

30.686. That money lias been expended in .■Mlvortisiug 
the horse fhirP — Yes ; n vmy small balance is in the 
haods of tho treosiU'er. 

30,G87. Do yon think thoro is a ncccssitv to establish 
some authority to remvo tho I'nii’S P — I think the 
fairs are to bo revived. 

30.688. Are they going ilown os a matter of fact P — 
They are. 

30.689. To revive thorn it ia noccissary to establish a 
local authority in tho place ? — I really think it would. 
Iromomhor that niiwards of 2(1 yn.aw ago the late Mr. 
Leahy told aovoral people in Nnwcastlo, he told rao 
amoug othoro, thni. if wo wont .nmlor tho Towns Im- 
provemont Act tbul. Lord iJevoii would bo apt to band 
over the mauagemont of tho tolls and oharges in con- 
ncrion with tho markot. 

30.690. (2fi*. Curling.) T may mention that Lord 
Devon was always anxious for tho Towns Improvement 
Act. 

30.691. (Wihma.) Tlioro is ouo roniarki might make 

estowhothoritwonld bo bettor for the lolls and people 
of the town generally to hold t.ho fairs in a toivu than 
mafield. Iromomhor in tho year 1857 when Saturday’s 
markot Used to be very largo with nigs, slieep, ami 
pats, and all that class of animal. T^io markets used 
to ho very largo and crowded, an Immonac number in 
aU, but there was double the pojmlation in tho county 
than at present. That class of cattlo was removed olf 
ti!° P^t- into the yivrd in Green Lane wlion 

too Saturday markot died away and wa.s never since 
revived. 

39.692. Would tho farmors iirofcr to soil in n Fail- 
Sroon than in tho public atvool. P — My impression is thoy 
"^Id all pTofor doing their bnsinoas on tho public 
*woet than anywhoro olso. 


Mr. JoiiK McDokkbli examined. 

30,69'i. [Exainived by Mr. Condon, solicitor.) Yon are 
Uriug in Nowcoet-k West ?— Yes. 

30,696. Yon cany on a boot auil shoo factory? — Yoa. 
30,607. Are yon a member of tho recent committee 
catiililiBhcd for the ))iivpoau of reviving tho mnrkct.sand 
fail’s ? — i'oB, 1 .am tho trcas,iircr. 

:?0,698. That inclndoa abo assisting the butter 
murketp — Yos. 

31.1.699. Will you pxptaiu v,-h:it ooenrrod about tho 
cbaiigo in tlio bonrs this yoar and algo tho rcuson why 
they ivcro changed P — There wn.s a gcuoi'al impression at 
the time that, tho butter market was falling off; it was 
generally considered more faTouriible for the buyers 
and sellois if the market was hold iilmnt ono o’clock. 
The South of Iveband Bnyein’ Association asked for a 
deputation to go ilnwii and sec what coinplainta thoro 
were, tho natnre of them, and to rectify them if we could. 
W'o met them and ihoy stated that probably tho hour 
at whicli the market was held was too late, and tlie 
{>co]*1q got the money aljout 3 o'clock mid were then 
inovis anxious to go home than to spend it in the town. 
Wo wero ntidov the ImprcssiDii that 12 o’clock would bo 
tho projier hoar, and at their instigation we agreed to 
lialf.pasb 11 o'clock, on conditions that tiie same hours 
wonld existio Abbcyfoalu, Listowcl, Ltatlikealo, and the 
sniTOunding markets, After holding tho market for 
a few times at. that hour thoy found it more suifablo to 
their own interest to come up by tho ti-ain that comes 
regularly irithout having a sjiecial. and it was at tho 
instigation of the boyem, principally Mr. Stokes, tho 
market was changed. 

36,701). To what honr? — Half-past lo. Tlicy left 
their houfos by tho train that ia hero at half-past 10. 
Wo hml no more to do with the change than tlm 
changing of the wind. 

30.701. Did tbc railway company consult yon or 
anyboily in Newcastle about giving a .special train to 
enable Ihc buyei’tt to bo here at hall-past 11 ? — No. 

30.702. When tho new honr was ailopted did yon find 
tho farmers in ,\tbay and other disti'icts jiatronise this 
market? — ‘I'here was adiflerenco of opinion. 

30.703. Owing to the l.-itcness of the honr w.is not it 
fonnil bettor to go to Abbeyfealo and other places ? — I 
board so. 

o0,70 k How long did the an'angoment at half-past 
10 continue ? — Daring the season. 

30,70.5. Tho season is at its height about July and 
August? — Yea. 

.30,700. Did tbo market go back to its original hour ? 
— ^Tck. 

30.707. U3y Oio Co»missimier.\ Is this a wholesale or 
retail market ? — In what sense P 

30.708. Can the lalwurcrs of Ihe town go into tho 
market Kipiaro and iiurchase a half stone of pobrtoesP 
All bnsinossH that way is-always dime in the market. 

3(1,709. (7'e Mr. CnrUnr}.) Have you a small scale 
there P— Tho way the thing is ^cticrally done is they 
buy a s.aek of potatoes and retail thorn between them. 

3(l,71‘J. {To Mr. MelJonncIl) Supposing they bay a. 
bn" of i>ntntoca and retail it in small i-piantitios where, 
do'tbey retail it? — lu sUops. About tlic fiiii-s in oon- 
noxion witli the railway, I think it right to say wc got 
into commnnicalion with tho Cork bnyers to try anil 
induce them to come aud we would charter curs from 
Chorleville for tlioir accommodation, and they atated 
the principal reason they could not come lo the fair o( 
Newcnstlowas because chore was no dh-ect commnni- 
cntionbetweeiiNewcastt.leWcst, imd the Great Southern 
and Wostci’n would be a day late to ship cnttlo._ Wo 
Found on investigation the caiiso of tbo deciitn.' in tho 
fairs was that the milwny company wouldcarry wagons 
of cattle, calves prineipiilly, from Abbeyfealo, a distarcu 
of 10 miles 1'nrthi‘r on, cheaper than from hero. However, 
tho railway as soon as their aticulion was oallod to it 
reefaflod it. 

3 li 4 
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30.711. Did yon aak for the nsaistance of the owner in 
Tnnldng these nuicudmentsP — The calf buyers coin- 
plnii;cd there were calves actually bought in Hewcastlo 
and taken back to Abhe/fcalc. 10 miles by road and 16 
by rail, and they romplamed ; thoy tried to strain a point 
to induce them to oatablish a calf market, and they 
cofiiplnined they wore not getting facilities from the 
railway company for the transit of calves. 

30.712. Did they complain to tho' owners or thoao 
represeuting the omiors of tho market rights here P — 
Thoy complauied to ns and wanted ns to refund tho 
uioiiey as wo wore the market oomraittee, and I believe 
wo did refund it on one oconsioii. 

80.713. {By Mr. Condon.) Did tlicowner, I^rd Devon, 
take any interest in the fight with the railway com- 
pany ? — 1 do not know. 

30,714-W. {By tho Cffimiissioncr.) Did his rcpi-oaoii- 
tntivcft over vofuso nssistanoe P — They did not refhso, 
but thoy were never asked. Mr. Curling said the 
matter should bo rejiorted and he did uot sco after it. 

30.716. pfr. CnrlMii;.) DidncitlEaythepJ’oper person 
to report it to was Mr. Cooke, inspectiug lUrector, and 
then Wvo it bi-ought before the Joint corainittee P — Yes. 
The market committee was in existence a considerablo 
time before they ascertained this thing, and it was after 
a good deal of trouble and fighting wo got itroccifioil. 

30.717. {By Mr. Cotidon.) How often does the com- 
mittw meet ?— Weekly during the year. 

35.718. (By the ComiuwsimwT.) I suppose any sub- 
scriber can attend the meeting ? — Tcs. 

30.719. Is the number of tbe committee limited P-. 
No. If any subscriber makes any suggestion for tho 
improvement of the markets or fairs he is listened to. 

30.720. Have yon over heard auy complaints of 
forestalling in connexion with commodities bronght to 
the market ? — I have heard poor pooiile complain about 
tho potatoes bronght in. At tho time the now potatoes 
arc brought fovoDtallors buy thorn aud do not givo the 
public ony chance of buying thorn. That is a cause of 
comiilaint. I remember a time when a case was triod 
bufore tbe luagisti-ates and some steps wore taken to 
stop that forestalling. 

30.721. (Bp tlu Cimmmioner.) Does it only exist in 
coimesioii with the potatoes .“—Yes, and then only at 
the commenooment of the year when the quantity is 
limited. 


30,722. When tho nowpotntooa aro brought in aw, 
thoy sold by weight or by measure P—Alwavs ^ 

weight. Thoy aro weighed \>or etonu of 14 lbs or ner 
bag of 20 stoiio. About the fairs, I think you asked a 
question whether it would bo ea.slor to bny in a fair 
gruon thiHi in tho Htreots of tho town. On the coatrarv* 
it is easier for a buyer to suit himself by purchosiuBin 
tho town than in a fiohl. Ho can do his busincffl 
qnickor than in a crowdod fiohl. 


Mr. D.A.VI 11 Kknnbtiv oxaminotl by Mr. Coudon. • 

30.723. You aro a grocer in Newcastle ?— Yes. 

30.724. You am a momlior of the conunjttoo ?— Yes. 
30,722. You imiloi’so what has boon said on their 

behalf P-Yos. 


Mr. Tisfornv O’CoNKnii oxmnlncd. 

30,72(1. (IFifwoHn.) T bnllovo the people of tho town 
should do thoii- bost to got by logishvtiou tho collection 
of tbo custom of tho fairs in Ibis town for the following 
roasouB: Tho ratepuyorH get blio roads made at th^ 
own exponso ; they got tho rouila elcanod at their own 
ospoDSOi tho i-atapaycrs have flagged the town at 
their own oxpoiiso, and Lord Devon has not expended 
ono ]»onny for thoso works, ami yet if 1 have a cow or a 
])ig oiiuiclo my door for salo on a fair day Lord Devon’s 
men conio to nio and dmuniid cnslom and for what 
I voally do not know, and I «Umy os a townsman his 
right to do So. It is nionstrons, X tbink. 

30.727. You live in tho town ? — X do. 

30.728. Du yon sell stock at tho fiurs ? — ^No; I am a 
trader in tho town, and on principle I object to the 
toDs. 

30.729. {I'o Mr. CitrUny.) Supposing a shopkeeper 
sold stook on a fair day in his own yard and it came 
to your knowlodgo, would you levy a toll P — Tos, if tho 
cattlo woro jiiissing out tho toll gaps. 

30.730. But if they did not iinss out aud went to 
another yard ? — If thoy do uot pass out wo levy no 
toll. 

30.731. Is thoro any other gontloisau who wishes to 
mako any obaorvations P — No. 

30.732. A veto of thanks to Assistnnt Commissioner 
O’Moai-a turminated tlio inquiry. 
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